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AaT. I.-Notcs on the Shri,n11 of MaMbales'vara. BY R.&'o 

S.&'H!'.::.S VISHVANA1TH N.&'RA'YA.N MANDLI][. 

[Bead.l!th January 1871.] 

MAeA1BALEs'vA.JU is the shrine after which the chief sanitarium in 
W estem India is named. It is a shrine at which the linga symbol is 
worshipped. There is no actual representation of the linga in the 
temple; but a rock from which water oozes out in some places is reck­
oned as a linga, and encircled by the usual accompaniments, which 
have been artificially supplied. In my last paper I have mentioned the 
seven sacred rivers said ~ take their rise at this spot. The temple is a 
common building, without any architectural. pretensions. There is a 
nandi (or the sacred bull) seated at a distance and opposite to the 
linga. There is nothing peculiar about the worship offered to this 
shrine; but as a place laying claim to extraordinary sanctity in this part 
of India, it may be interesting to enquire and record what can be 
obtained with regard to its history as now received by its wonhippers. 

Like most other Hindu shrines, Mahabalea'vara ha.a a Pvn!Silta 
history of its own, of which annexed is a copy. It consists of two 
Adltyliyaa or chapters, containing in all 163 &'loltaa (or verses). As a 
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2 NOTIS ON THE SHRINE OF llAHA'BAL'l8
1
VABA. 

literary performance, it is very poor ; and in some places it is quite in­
correct. The copy u now presented to the Society bu been made 
and compared by myself with the original manuscript obtained from one 
of the prieete at the.shrine. This tract gives a description of the vil­
lage, 1U1d the l&Cl'ed places there, u now pointed out by the priests, 
and is evidently a modem comp_osition. I content myself with a brief 
abstract of the poem, as there is nothing important to justify my 
placing the whole translation before the Society. 

The poem 11tates that on the top of the Sa/iylulri mountain are five 
Gang61 or riven, and these take their rise in the locks of hair on the 
head of the God Mah8bales'vara. They are (1) Krishr;i~ (2) Vei;ii [or 
Ve1.1rpl], (3) Kakudmati [or Koyana], (4) Gayatrl, and (5) Savitrt 
The firat is accounted equal in sanctity to Vish1.1u, the second to S'iva. 
and the third to Brahm&; the two last are the wives of the god Brah­
m. The firat three 8ow towards the East, and enter the Eastern sea 
(the Bay of Bengal); and the S&vitrf, combining with the Gayatrf, 
flowa into the Western (or Arabian) sea. 1 There are e!ght Tlrtllaa 
(i.~. places for man's salvation) ; 1 Brahm&, 2 Rudra, 3 Vishr;iu, • 
4 Chakra, 5 Hanu, 6 A'rar;iya. 7 Mal&paha, and 8 Pitrimuktida. There 
are three liRgaa of S'iva :-1 MaMfJala, 2 A.tifJala,• and 3 Koµ,'tJara. 
A portion of this village, covered with jungle, is called Brala.Ora~ya 
(or the forest of the god Brahm&, the creative principle of the Hindu 
triad). It is aaid that when Brahm& formerly performed sacrificee in 
this forest, the two rivers Gayatri and S&vitri were produced. When 
Jupiter enters the sign of J7irgo, once in twelve years, there is said to be 
a greater sanctity in bathing at this spot in that season. And this I have 
already mentioned in my previous paper. This place is also called 
Brahm&-Kahetra (see chapter ii., verse 73), and the places fit for devo­
tion at this spot_ are termed JJtdti-lramaa. In the Krishq.am&Mtmya 

' Where the river Bbitrl di8ohargea it& watere into the Western sea, it ia 
Mid there is a tlrtha named Sula, the B&Dotity of which is reckoned equal to 
Uiat of 860 ororea of tlrlha.a. 

• It is atated that before the creation of the world Brahm6, Rudra, and 
l'i~u were performing peoanoes, &o., at these places ; hence the namea of these 
three tlrtha1. · 

a There were two giants named llah6bala and Atibala, who propitiated 
Bnhm6 and other goda, and at their deaire the gods granted that theae two 
l4t1giu ahould be named after the two gianta. 
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(i.e. greatness of Krish1;11I.), also described as a portion of the Slranda­
prm:?'a, the story of MaMbales'vara is also mentioned, and it likewise 
occurs in Kartika-m9.hatmya from the Padma-pu,.&!la; but there are some 
important variations. I have said above that this tract appears to me to 

· be a modem compilation. This I conclude from its language and style 
as compared with those of what I may call the genuine old Purd!UU. 
The Skanda-pura!la, of which it is said to form a part, is one of the 
lost Pur&?'oa. A few detached chapter11 occur here and there in the 
shape of Stliala-mali&tmyaa (i.e., descriptions of the greatness or sanctity, 
of particuhlr localities). A portion named the Braml&ottara Kl&a'!4a" 
has been thus rescued from the ravages of time ; and if other fragments 
could be collected and published, it would assist the student of Ind.Um 
history and philosophy, and prevent the concoction of modem poems 
under ancient colours. This useful work is being done to a limited 
extent in Madras, 8 though not so exhaustively as I should wish. 
How far the Bombay Manuals or Gazetteer would work to this end 
I do not know ; but more can be done by private individuals to help 
this object than by the public authorities, to whom the inner strata of 
our social structure are not, as a rule, yet accessible. Besides the 
objects above stated, the Mal&Utmyaa would subserve another useful 
purpose, and that is to place within our reach some information about 
-things which are gradually passing away, and which must be gathered 
by personal enquiries by those who search for the MSS. As an ex­
ample, I may mention that at a place near Basseen (Vasai is the 
correct spelling) called Nirma/a, a tomb' of the great S'a11ka,.ucl&ltryaa 
is shown to the pilgrims to this day. As the author of several 
Ved&ntika works of undisputed authority, and the apostle of the system 
of higher doctrines of Bruhmanism ns they obtain to this day, the 
great S' anlcar&cM,.ya has been no ordinary individual. That his place 
of interment is Nfrma!a, in our own neighbourhood, is a statement for 
which there seems to be no authority, beyond local tradition. At all 
events the point has yet to be determined ; and it is a question which 
may well be discussed when the Nirma!a-mal&Utmya comes under 
review. But the Society will be perhaps surprised to hear that there 

• Bee printed edition of Sake year 1788 (A. 0. 1800): Bombay. 

' Boo Part III. of the Maduro Manual, by :I. II. Nelson, M.A., Madras Civil 
Service. Miulms : 1868. 

8 The e:rpeundcr of the V erl8ntn philosophy. 

2 * 



4 NOTES ON THE SHRINE OF MAHA'BALEe'v ARA. 

is a large published poem in Mara~hi, which assumes the sanction of 
the S'anlcaraclW.rytJ' to a Mar&~hl Nirmafz-mO.hUtmya (i.e., the great­
ness or sanctity of Nirma/a}, and which professes to derive its inspira­
tion from the Padr111Jpurt1_1a. Now the hollowness of these pretensions 
is apparent. Our oldest Maraihl authors now extant are Mukundaraja 
and Dnytines'vara; and they come long after S'adardc/Wrya. a They 
wrote in Mara~hl, which is different in grammar, and style, from the 
Mara~hi as we now speak and write it, and in which this poem has 
been written.. The author's name does not appear; but it is published 
under the high sanction of the name of S' anlcaracMrya, and as such np 
doubt may impose on many an unsuspecting devotee. I give this as 
one of the many instances wherein the course of contemporary history 
and morals is thus corrupted because of the clouds of uncertainty and 
obscurity which still enshroud our Pura1_1ilca literature. I have 
already pronounced my opinion on the Malaahald rara-ma/W.tmya 
presented to the Society to-day. 

I shall now return to the shrine again, and state what I conceive to 
be its place in Indian history. MaM.halea'rara. is mentioned in the 
poem above alluded to, and in the poem on the Kri&la1_1a ;- and its im­
portance dates from the time of the Mar&ihft' kiugs of Satar&. 
S'ivajf and his successors endowed it; and it is now one of the recog­
nized Hindu places of pilgrimage in W estem India. It has no preten­
sioDB to the antiquity of Gokan;ia Mah.8.bales'vara in Kanat;la, which is 
noticed in many of our oldest works, and above all in the Skanda-Pu­
r&qa. This MahMbales'vara is therefore a modem establishment, after 
the older shrine in the South. It is nowhere mentioned in the enume­
ration of the Jyotirlinga. (i.e., the 12 luminoua symbols), the names 
of which are pronounced by all S' aioa (Smarta) and Bhigavata Hindus 
every morning either in Sanskrit or Prakrit prayera.10 

' 'i!"'41(i"tl~~ ~IHQ'. Bombay: B'a.ke year 1785 (A. O. 1863-U) 

• Lived in the 8th oentary of the Christian era. 

• See" Life of llimd'8," in M~hf. Bom,ba;: B'a.ke 1792 (A.O. 1870-71). 

10 The following are prayera repeated in Kdna.d4 :-

''~~'If~ 'lf/Hl\jof 
;a;saw~~I ~ ilTfclil'l:rt ~fit. 
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Nor have I met with it in the Kedara Klaa!'<Ja, a portion of the Brah­
marJairJarta PuraiQa, nor in the Linga Pur&q.a. It is on this account 

q-(~ w'IT~ "" ~~~ 
~"\. '. ... • i:t 
'01., .. 'I~ ~ 41'1'1:'1114 • 

q(((Dfti1f ~ f~ ~t ~rai 

~~ !I ~m- ~;,m ~ ~. 
~f<J ~~i~nnr.r lf'l(f~ q: ira-i! 
iifrllf<r~ QTtj ~~"' f<f"Wf~." 
•' ~ir r.r~U«~ wrf.l'M ;ff•~ 11 

~flliQt:l'llQ 'flRffi°ai i'f urq"'IT~ ~ lf'q-Q II\. 11 
~ ~~~ !j(?;f~jqfq- !f4T iftffl, 
'f~ qf{R'~ "'111Tf1J ~~<~•.Hr~ 11 ~II 
a,.i[:r:'TQ't Rf~ m'tli'lf{RTQ' 't' U~ii"li"ll'l_. 

s:;~: q, {Wolr~ <t~ llffiti((';\'1J@' §'(i 11 \ 111 
ifipft;r,1;rq~: q~~ ~ Ui;r-m{Oj'fq' 11 
ul-'f lfllollTI{ 'l'W~Clil~l"i fu'f 'JAiiJl"~ I l a 11 
~"{:- ll'i4ftirililf.NA' l'l'U ~ f1Jft~ir 11 .. ' . 
§'U§'mJf~if!r~ .!.fl~ ;rqii ;pnf11 II "- 11 
~if~iJ 'PR~ fcn!~ f<rf~• ~'q: 11 
u~f'tli!IRtill<PJm'Jr~ ~~ '5RDf 11iro 11 ~ 11 
fflfrfitrr';( "'~~ m ~'!.~ m !Ffl'?: 11 
~~r.PJrnr'.t: iiion~=U ~iJ111~ ll" 11 
uatfrn~ Pl~ ~if mm<~l'<trf•P!f'"1 11 
lloi"'IT~~ l!QTRJ ~ m~~ 11 /. 11 
~r~~ A~lJ ~ f.lr'tr@<Eic..~: II 
~l<rq:;:f{o1 ~·~ ~ uil"RT~ fomr o:rllffq 11 ~ 11 
i:ili111\;ft:i:1rflfif"'l'lilUif~ f!i~oziirrur: fqfirijl'lli~., II 
u~ifll'lu;i (j' =li<R ~'" o:r'flfq 11 \. o II 
ur-:iifqr-l'ITT crtiijifloit:~i:· ~~~ 11 
crruuml'IT~IATl.f"'ITli "l'lf%~~ m:ur 11w 11 \..\. II 
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that I place this shrine amongst modem establishments, and its Purd!lika 
history, as now current, I certainly clas11, for the present at least, among 
poems of nry doubtful antiquity. 

pn~~~ ~ '"'iiftTI'"tait II 
if~ lfil~1 <~<~ ~~ mut ~ 11 \. ~ II 
~ ~lfiiRf fm1•1f"ft iITTtrr'irt f~ II 
~~'hi tffem .'1A?JT ~ ~~ii lrit~ \.\ 11 

{A ·!aiturni~ ~;t 6'3;1ifit II 0 II" 
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ro.fi•101\\i14 "Pf: II !!fr ~ "Pf: 11 

~~f1:11111<04 ~ \\iltiifcl\\ii<ci 11 
~: ~ f~ qi:r~: q1q•11P.u4f II \ 11 

e1U111h1aifa *1f: ~ ~:~!JU4(P 11 
Cla~ iif6'.f~~ ~ ~.:II \ II 
~~~~~~:11 
Cf~ ~ ~ cfrlf 'ifRV4"~ff 11 ~ 11 

~ ~ criif ~ ftt~ II 
Cflfl ~: ~gi'tcflJi!M"IM-1\R: 1111 11 

~-1\R: ~r~ ~ratf-1\R: II 
at<~llCjfq ~mf.r ~Cf1J4Tf.r ~ II ~ 11 

ffi~: m~e-l~~ II 
iifd~'°tm~ ~ ~ ~ 11 ( II 
ap.·p.f~m<f~trer ~\{ti5'~: II 

~ ~: etj¥t: irt~ ~II" II 

~ im~ inu-~ ~ CR:4' ~ II 
e4'fliitJ:t~ ~ ~~ II ~ II 
.q_tt3<tRI' II " 'li'lll"4": ~ itscittiili'4ff'i1Jt II 
lf;q" ~~ e4'fltiti:tci ~ II '. 11 

~ fcRr iitlRT ';;ri1iT<' qfu 5"i1iti II 
q~ ;mr ~ lQt'14J•iq{l ~ 11 \ o 11 

~ qq~ m fcrsi!j ~ffllll- ~ II 
~~: ~'li"I~ II\\ II 
~ ~ ~: ~ 4fi<tet@1(1 II 
~t fu" «Jr~ ~ ttrn !J"i1iti II \ \ 11 
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f:pil'ff iJt1 'f~ m:rti5Cl"l'fli+li 11 
rlt met 26.l~I~ JJTtf a-mi{~ II \ \ II 

~ ~ ~ IJ1rt ~wft<qlit{q II 

ifi~441~ Sfit;('I"( ~r"{ ~ ct~ II \ ~ II 

iifim ~ ;rimfN' ~ ~: II 
~ crcJ.q-r;ti: {f1 ~Cl44at11 II\~ II ..... 

crcr~~ arm ~~'\1ifilROft 11 
~ ~ mmR 4:"'11"1~CICf II\(. II 

ro iif~~(h:ll<ll ~ Ifqifi~: I! 

~si.R m ~ "'tlMlil;,si.R: 11 \\ll II 

~~: 4"~ imT ~ 11 \cC II 

Sli'il"4" ~ : II~ I~ •HI it IA iif 'fOIT ifif?M I A "'t" 11 
~ "lllff~fu: ;pj :stl(ff gC!W~ 11 \ ~ 11 

~CR~~ ~ rn<rcr: II 
wr to;jCjOlitl~OI ~~~~II \o I! .... 

~3Cll"'t II ~ ~~~f4;it"ii'il"llfci@Uf~ 11 

ifiRUf ~ ~ ~"l~'ICll: II \\ II 
~f.r:3{f iliTW ~ fWlIT m- II 
ilr~ creffl" 'qifif{ Fi :st e 'i1tt= 11 \ \ 11 

m ~~ OJRG: ~~~er 11 
' 

~ f1rt ~~:~II \' II 
{fer ~: ~ 4U ~ 11CRm 11 

ilffr ~~ rn ~~II '~ II 

~ ~or ~ ~Clfilt4a~t II 

;m.fr~ eit1•1~4 ~ ~ 9 II\~ II 

fcit411l~i1 ~ ~ci~4a~1 11 

~~~~~~w:rr II\(. II 
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~Jilf.lt<t(I W «r~ ~~II 
;r~~ ~ ~ ~ JIE:q4€i II '" II 
~1q1s«1 imlfT1lf ~ Etu6'f.:I II 

"if#/ ~ 1:f'hurt f.Mti ~ Pm II '~ 
~~~~~t,9':11 
~ f'flloflllfll~I ~ mP.iTit ~II '~ 11 
~ Etll~•i~: ifll\Rfct<«!=~: II 
~ ~ irt ~ Cfllfuilir~ II \ o U 
"111@1'3<11"'4 II arit altt!C(lof( ~ ucri~ II 

qcm ~ u-= ~~r !liilll~tt" '-\ u 
~ ~oiro: ~! Etct1M1~= n 

ri ~~ ~ !f"l\ilfi"s~ II'-' II 
'ill\TI<U4 qcm ~ ~ ir((lq1f<d 11 
~~~~~inrrll\\!I 
ll@:liilM:stc!iJ:dl: QTf iiiJr: ~ ~ ll 

°' 
~ Ftw5•1•11111f=t fcl@Udlf.t Cflli ~ II \II II 

plT ~ ~<11"'41 fcl@mti ~ ~ II 
snJ : 'f'"l# lllttr : ifl (&I I iifl 14 Cl 4:11 ~q .fr II \ C.. II 
~ m' mfcrfr qf~ i1i1i" im 11 
c:tdfl t<t<dl i[ft U~ II \ ( II 

'IO!f(H<il*f II ~ ~::CO~•IM ~ ucrm-=tf 11 
~<il"lllllQ ~~~~II \\II II 

aJll&Q3"11"'4 II ifll,ftfcl<«s;lir-r !'11.ctdli er m: II 
~ ~ ir;t f.t<tlEllll ~ ffi( 11 \~ II 

~(111:~~11 
~ it'SllllE:i~•zi ~ ~ tt"tcffl: II \~ II 

t(d3<il"'4 II ~ irfl ~'~ f1:1<1qd!li ·II 
~ i'iittt<l(i@ ili'ff 'lti<1f01"1~11I 11 llo II 

2raa 
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~~'RT~~ "l'f1l ~:II .. 
ct~ljafl ~ 'liiiiil(ii)q(iifi'i : II ij\ II 

~ fcr~ ~ qf<iof!iq~cf 11 
m iifiilttf1:1:11iff ~t ffi'~ ~~: II ij\ U 

.... ~ . . .:....... 
ctmriil(IS'illlict ~ co."'1: .:1•m1cii: It 
~ ~::rtmsa~lle:qq<1tllcti: II ij\ II 

era: ~iil<i~i!IJjOflfMtiif ~ 11 
~~·~-a.r j11t1~0e:1.s~ II ijij 11 

C1'ffi" ~ cfie:q-~~ ~: II 
~~ilct~NMflr "°~~:II ij~ 
CWllj•iT:Bct· ~ ~cri ~<FR= II 
aRl~r: ~~~ 00~ ~ iilll"f ~: II ij (. II 

~: II =titl'i@fl'ill~ ammt qrj El(ff II 
iiiiliii41 ~ ifir"URiil~ctT II ij-3 II 

l11IT ~ ~ ~ ~(f- II 
~~if~f.1111!]~ ("'qi ~irfa~r II ij L II 

l11IT fcrPcT~ ~ ~: "°1r i<tf.11fict1: 11 
n'i ~ qt ~ Etllf~ ~ cit II ij ~ II 

' • • ff '"'~ fc"" IJU ~ ~ll(iil"lfl ~rct ~I ct~ 11 

4 (itlC:: (;wq Et~ lf~r ~ fcAroll" II !.\ o II 

~fcr ~~f ~ irtll"r f.tiil~;fl 11 
mil~ iitefll""~ "11<41ii1Et ~ II ~ \ II 

m lliiliil'ir~: srct1q1=t(ife:tf{: II ..... 

~ lf~l<f: ~ 11 <..\ II 
Cl'U1_ ~ ~ "I': qw;frf~ ~: II 
iliUflr ~ cit 'iT ~~: ~ iilr 11 ~ \ II 
iifiillC::ll31~: II it"ll·llEtiilf ~.,.: ~ m =t' ~ 11 
fflk° "l'tro~ ;:jl-~ ~: II ~ij II 
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ittiilt153Cil"f 11 ~~ jd:fi'4lftit ~ it ~ ~ II 
~ "l'if=tttfilt( CNfJ:l:ajf~" ~:II ~c.. II 

~~ :$ftfcicto4 itt:l~=tl 11 
~it ~m tmffer <mflr:r~ Ii"'( If 
"ldltctl!f 4t<M~~ II 
an~0st1ftl l1WT ~ ~1ffl ~ l:Rll: II "'" II 

~ ~ "t' -t'lt=tffii4tlr-l if¥A: II 
foi<0llll1Eti ~ ~f ~ ~ 11 ~It 

-rt ~ IR1lt ~ 1Jlf!ITTR II 
~ l1"Fi crfrtr ~~II c._~ II 
3fil' !J"I =t=t 1q t4 itir ~ "t'ctT: 11 
iit1JT ~~ !11tJTtlT lfl1T ~~ cru: 11 C. o 11 

CCI tl5 iilil ES l"t MI ii M IH ltf"t irtr:r«f II 
44-TI2«r~ ~ ~~~1rtct1;q{lf 11 ~ \ 
~: ~rnTT: ~ oru: ~ 1Jtfr: 11 
fitqrftr.it @d~IEll a{Jm<rrm ~: ~: II ~' II 
!j<i•l=tlifi<iti?l&1~0t13l=t"fiM~ 11 
~: ~J<ff<l" ~:_II(.\ II 

~fol~~~~: ~nila11q1C1u II 
~ ~~: if1~1it1R:ci"I ~:II f._g II 

'"'"' ,..,.;. II cl I ifillilllli e "'I Et! 1=t e « !Pli,., 'I< if1l€( 
~ Ci iifi lli tl5 t4111:1SlJ t\•!!J I iil I crofiFr : 11 (."' II 

~ ~ ~@qldiClllfl"li II 
~<ftr 6-~ 3'11f ~~I<~&:<: II C. (. II 

+il<3<iiif 11 ~ fcr~ ef(fiffm~ it"'l~<I~ II 
~@Tri ~<idiit'?! pit ~it"'I' ~ H (." II 
mr.r~~~~'"m: II 
~ ~l~lli~"IP ~CG~: II (.~ II 
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lfQl«llai~ :n ~ ar~ ~ct iRlW~ ~ 11 

~ ~(qt ~ ~ ~l\lU: II ''- II 
'4Uiil~3ilfTf U ;puf4 (ifA._ ~ lfQ-~, 
~Qr-lll 

N:..... .... iQ ~ .ti J.::= 
i12"'lll"""j64""'q j,..,,,.( u·~j(!)Oil {Cjj cfr'( '4141'4 419( tffl! ~4 i~I (Rf-" 

'4'T=t II " 0 II 
~:~~~:fttll~ ~II 
~ il"~r oninf.J. ~lj!)011f.:i if!: Ii "\ II 

"Pit~~~~ ~"il««illq II 

~ f.t"~ffifd•itur<lil "'~ fer~ 11 "' 11 
;pft ~ "lilt WJRirdSl'fl1<dlH 11 
=f1TI' ~011<1it41•1l3«"i%R "Pfr ~ja\<1«ct~q«W-f 11 "\ u 
~ ~ ~ XNl'ffl= lfclila" f.nRr: 11 
~<iitt((tlll.,~"lttl lflf ~ •lfflSll~MSI Ai SOI: 11 "II 11 

4'iftt101(tl~ltct1Efj:sc1 ~~=t1q1'i'1~: 11 
~ "' :.ct. • ., "' ......s n . 
ct"ll j<T '4NCPt•i'4cti'Ml'54 ~" ~ 41'iif=t ;q II ""'- 11 
dtilfcl~it~ ~m..rri 3'Jr II 
crliB<t '41' trm ~ tl<tt ifil : II "' II 
'4'164Mi ~ ffit 11~(Jt::cufcr ~: 11 ... ~ .... 
~ ~ cti~C!Eti~~: II \1111 11 

~ Cfrfffif ~ ~~~ 11 

'!ctl<Ell ('fR ~ 4'r(f $11'~ II "~ 11 ... 
:qeitlftr ~ ~~ ct«lf('t"f\ tRfit'lctli II 
llitTi:tT ~·1~qa ~ ~ m 11 111\ 11 
~ q:q1j111•t1~~ tict<i 11 
iJWfIT'"'T ~ fa6llr~·i ~ snit 11 /. o 11 
~ '41' ~ ~ lJCf W3f II 
ifirrli!'T @llffiit1•1~ ~;f ~ gfcr lPit II t\ 11 
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U1f' icttEfllfl' ~ n 4(t~Cf'iif II 

~ ~ ~t•Pil'1st(t4Cflt : 11 '°' II 
!flt ~ ill'ir ~t Ffcr it ~: II 
~ ~:l'f ~ =tl~litt41_(J ~: II ~ II 

~ ~ § ~tfitt•i~Fcl ~ it :;r;rr: II 
iNt ~ ~ Qlt~=ttEf~~: II Ll:I ...... 

~ ~ Rcmt«tEf~q q'{ m q-aClf ft ~ II 
~t(¥1{']4i61tifi'Eftt(. ~ 'R~ ~II~ 11 
~"'«: h ~m"'R: II 
;5\thct<i"4 I(' cm~~: II ~(. 11 
trcf qi ft~ El4QtQstuii\lof II 
~ ~ iiRf ~ ~ lfifJ~ II ~" II 

tfc\" -All'ilCG<tiil ~ ~·"ltih11tttti¥4CC-l=t =tJ1J ~: 11 

iii614&!: II ~ ~•t'514ttl'18t:ci't ~Cf<tl!ll'ltt( 11 
~ iiaJr: iPi iit<ttetl( ~ ~ II \ II 

t(Mift"4 II C!ci" ~ ~ ~ ~: Q'tcm: II 
~ ~ riarr: ;pi"~ roi!t er: II' II 
ifQJ ~ ~ AM fjlfi(Dliq ~ II 
~ =sftfitr ~~~II\ II 

if~ If@~~~ II 
fcR:<frtif ~ +=t~~!'dlt~A~'!i<fq 11 1:1 11 
'if'li1t 4 t El iitcfi Ef'1Rrt ~d II 
'lff4t•(c1fet1u EllUllPEIU~ fclf\T: II C-.. 11 

tt~t~Fc!E1°stt~ ~ 4~lfll•iUJ II 
~: qf{ffi" {if ~ f.roAi{: II (. II 

~ A11j•t@°'11<11: ~ ~ 11 

l'>llfl41t'51 ~ ire' qfl::qt<lfll : II " II 
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~ ~= ~qr o:nirr: f\,3E!llll•i=tl: II 
~ st!f~C\10711 ~: II ~ II 

~im l111N~ ~ 4~1119~ II 
~: J(\ft-a•uttt mfWt (15q1ot4<( II ~ 11 

~ 4aEiqfiiit!tti ~ ~<( 11 
~•11<1+qtiJ1<to413~q1°"'j~ 11 \ o l'I 

_g(\ftctt4 m '1' ~ !f!Iit ~ II 
~ 5\.~iiitut ifur: ~ (1'1ITTR": 11 \ \ 11 

~ ~ ~ =t1•1ftlcqA II 

!)(l'fitfd~ ft ~ ~ II \' II 
~ ~~eitR41 ~ ~ 11 
afct'1f.l;:n1f ~tfc('\'fioq' ~ Cf~: II \ \ II 

· ff(3Cfr~ t I ~ ~ ~ ~ f.lf.ro'1t II 
~ ~« ~( '1' JffcJRr sa.(Nfcrem" 11 \II 11 

~ctrf II ~ ilif.nJT £ ~ ~ ~ II 
m~:~n'it~ll\<\11 

~~-111'1{~ ~~It 
(1~iff~lit~e) \llE4~<itl~~: 11·\C. II 

~3"41~ II~ '!""1' ~ ~: 11 
~:~~~11\~ll 
~ ~ ~ (1'~q1cc4( II 
atlfo"i=t ~: m tt ~ ~nif•r: II \t ti 
A'stT m-: ECf@f4ot ~: (1'RIT ~: ti ... 
~ ~ qo141411f.l ~ 11 \ 4t 11 

°4(Ef~rt:sw1a"¥~=tEgfd4•~ = U 
•114411•11~: fu"n: ~.q- :st4PtE'A : U 'o II 

it:r ~ i4m ~: ~~ ,, 

'"' f'litUIV=t ~fcl<,ri:cri II '\ H 
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otte<l"l~4 tf!§~li"" !Jatil~: II · 

~ ~ imtr ~ 'ifl\ctNd1 II '' II 
~ filiflft ~ilfil~ 0441!Mitl"IE11 II 
~~~~ll'\\11 
crmn ~I sct1M;:q: ~·II 

ifl<lll"ll1.. ~~ ~ ~'Wo! II '" II 
~ ~ 41fct((W II 
~ iimts lJltlJt~ ~ 11'~11 
Cf1 Cf r I if lfl'Q\' q fae 1cq (aroof II 

~ ~~ ~BCfl sitclrq «t <Rs II 'C. 11 
~II am-mer ~f ~: 11 
41·~ Qfli crf ~ fcnll\lf= II '11 II 
~ '11\S!i\"'ii:itl~h64 4t:l~oft' 11 
~: ~ il\Sli¥tiflP II'£' II 
~: 4:1iq•11co4 ~ Au}Jllt11at1: II 

t:M~ifi( Cf1iPt ~: mf~ II '~ 11 
iltiilli~q!;'!: II~~ 41~q11~ ~~ft II 
~"I'~~~ qffil 11 \o 

~ ~ iil'ill~ ~ ~~~'°111 
t:ii45fitl: qif1~0441 tQ~ ~ ~ 11 ~ \ 11 

~ ~Cf'J"q" '4N4&1i1: ~ 11 
arcr: Ef'Ct'l::j4 < ~ ~ ~ ~ ¥tCtT II \' I i 

m ~ ~ """'c(Y"'' 11Um 11 
E11fcpft t:nqf.igR&· ~I{ ifl~Oll~dl II \\ II 

IHI fcf~lift:ll~ itl!jftill 4t:iftaloff II 
l:'Prffffis~: q iiMIJl'flll II '-'I 11 
~4l"liiitl q1ff 4'tJ ~: qijitiM:-11 
i114sq(q ·."ftt ~14"tA!ai "ltwtr.t«I II\" 11 
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~:~: ~ 1i!l~q1ef~ II 
~ ~ 4qictl~ crqi&l4 II \C. 11 

fclti~ti ctl'iil II ~ 'fd<1115nU4 ~ JIFi ~ II 
m ~ ~ ~ ~ lf~ •11'it~fe II \,. 11 

~~~iRt~ll 
8(({Ei41a ~: Iii ~. II \~ II 

~Rfm~~=ll 
tfCHi411!itltl4 lfillCfT m ~lt<n 11 \ ~ II 

~ difi4f4'1 if(( ~ ~ II 
_g()4,f•11t1'f'l ~ ~ II ll o 11 

rt . . dlctl 'iill<8~ Qrq q1e:1e:lfii(Uj II 

~ ~ 411.'S@i'QOj ~ ~ ~ II \I\ II 

'!ctit4'1~'4:1141~ ~ ~<N II 
~ m ~ ~l.IST ~ fi: II ll':t. 11 
m ctr ~: 1flf'T: (11Qlt((lfi II 
~ it«lil~'4:1E4 ~: (1@:ffii(ctl : II \I\ II 

~=~ctr~ar~11 
lf'i?f' '11Jr: ~ ~ffiitl'Slir\Clt1Sl4e:t: 11 llll II 

~: j<((l'iflcwi): ~: 11 

~ill:l"ictfu1ci 4it'l'4iifflt1Sllfi41ct"t_= II II<\ II 

tfdite:~fft· f.riuit: ~ ~i (1Cj'j(1Cil: II 
(1 lfchfl s411f;:t f 'ifii : "'1'Plf '1'W ~ II ll C. 11 

" 
~ ~ ri=( ~-1' ft~ II 
~ ~ ~~ (1" ~: [~ct~~ II "" II 

.:1ie:actl'iil II Ml'iill'4Ci~'ftll't'li= ~ afarr: qu: ~: II 
ifis:JtfilfEtiflqwi: ~~ Cfj: II II~ II 

t'6UlT F1f: ~aft nrt ~ ~II 
~ m ~ (1"if.l=ft IJl'1f'Jft 'ifJfq ~ II ll ~ 11 
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~ ~ qiq~fitlirs II 
m ~ ri1Jr;rt ~~ 11 C....o II 
~ if'1"cftif it° ~ ~ 1 i 
~ ~ qui ~4 4rci"4a:~cti'fiU 11 ~\ 11 

~ [<ITi~di"'llITT ~ ~~ 11 

d''if ~ ~: ffirfm~ ~ II ~ °' ii 
~ ~:;{ ~ fl@i~o4ifi( ~ 11 
m ifRI' ~: ~1 iliRf.'tl»!]fl:~: ~ I! Co._\ 11 
~ ftJ ~Ill" t!°!~itll'i=iiflif<ofl' II 
l4"i ffiTi ~ if~"idl\"14 II C....11 II 
~ d'CI= ~ l4lTift.T ~j: tfi II 
d'd'.q-~ ifct ~: {fCITT{CIT- II c....~ II 

~ 

~ lfifct ~ fcr;:ni ti H'l''i'ilif : II 
~ ~ ~ if~;nt;rr: 11 to,(. II 

flfofci .er ~m= ~~= ~irf.r~ 11 
~ um1J ~ qa:-r~: ~~: II C.... \9 11 
~ ~itf4t~ llN41'ii~ llN<i' II 
ctif{itr';l @ft: ffii d'll"r i:t~f'cfl4Jft II r..~ 11 

.... 
~ ~l<fr mfcr;fr ~d'f II 
~~ firf~ :st•Ni<iofl II to-.~ II 
~~~~:~11 
d''if :stlfflf"f ~ ~rf.l'ti{'ffOr ~ 11 €.. o 11 

qf.q-'lfi~ ~ ~~ II 
~~~cftttr.rf Iii~~~ II (. \ II 
C!'~ {'ffoT~ ~ ilTffl ~fctuft 11 
Cf'if ffi ~ R ~ 41 if.I ii~! : 'lrtr[mit 11 (. °' II 
ll"'if ll"'if ~~: ~ ffltrf ~ 11 
d''if Cf'if ~~~Of~: II(.\ II 
~1rni(: {Pf(~ 'Ji~~ ~4'111 
~I: ~4'1 ~if ~:i:fufirf~~rfq;r: I I '~ 11 - ~ 
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tJ:Ci ~ smfm- lfCJ1 ~ ~II 

~~stt~~" "~" 
ll<~ddt~fl1«11fc\ ~ ~II 
m tflaf{<j\~ill~(.'1° lJff<t ~r: 11 <. <. 11 
~ :q ~ ~ 41(f"'4'fct ti ... 
snnW~ ~!J(.lft' ~ 11 ( 1a 11 
~ qt ~ m El&if((l1i 11 
~~or~tlf..~lt 
~ci'"'f ~\"'Tm~~: II 
~:punm: ~11<il:fsi11WPP ~II~'. II 
~ ~ rPir (fttf~ ~ II 
ef~ (f~J:~~ "l'ft"«ftiC4q(° ~ 11 "o 11 
~ irsiw ifi«ii+4' if~~ or ~:II 
!}It: ~ ~~ (cit\itt<qf!ci II \II\ II 
it ~ S1fq<11cfl(ii4ttf'i~q1ii~<1: II 

~~ ~ Ql'5l1011c?-i~ftla1 : 11 "' II 
;rgr~ qt ~ it<"r~ifElifP<id 11 
~.\~~~~qt qt 11 \I\ II 
~ qi ~ q0crt yrcm UU II 
it SI 'II El tfltfJ lf(Q1 iNf 5Rfi i UU ;R II • Q II 
~ ~ 'll1'T iti'i'tli1d(li\11ft 11 
~ ri~ CIJRufi~~ II~ II 
ituft ~ 'll1'T itinfr f.li'lfElifi•iill II 

~ tJC.'1q1a1 <o:l•uu?t ~ 11 ... c_ 11 

tftf ~~<icil El&ifh4'd ~iftiil~..misi1tltlii4<toloi """" 
1'tif!Jite:q14: II 

~ ~ ctff6aq;(if iturr fttn':~~ ~ ~(ft ,F­
iiuftot~ \Tei "'1fit' It ~ fl!ll4ifi(f;il~ ~ moi if 4114'51111 
~ m 'lt14i'i~l'il' tuinf(•l•iil:W 11 \ II ~;fW't•i•111!1<14°111tti II 
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ABT. II.-Tran.acript and Tranala,tion of a Copper-plate Grant of 
the l'iflk Century of the Ckriatian Era, found in Gujerat 
by Manekji Aderji, Eaq., G.G.M.O., witk &marka. By 
Prof. RilKBISBNA GoP.&.L BJUNDARKAB, M.A. 

Read 13th April 1871. 

Tez Ti.mra-patra, a transcript and translation of which I have the 
pleasure of submitting to the Society to-day, consists of two rectangular 
plates, each l lt inches long and 6! wide, originally joined together by 
two thick rings passing through two holes in one of the longer sides of 
each. One qf the rings is lost, but the other is in a good state of pre­
se"ation, and baa a conical ball of copper attached to it, on which the 
seal is impreued. The lines of engraved letters are parallel to the 
longer sides. The copper-plate was found in a village in the Surat 
Collectorate by Mr. Manekji Aderj~ G.G.M.C., and sent to me to be 
deciphered and translated. 

· The characters are a variety of the Deva-ni.gari, resembling that given 
in the fourth line of Prinsep's table, which was naed in Gujerat in the 
early centuries of the Christian era. There is, however, some difference 
in the formation of several letters. The iii' differs "from Primep's io 
having the uppermost horizontal stroke turned ~p and twisted, and 
the ir looks like the Roman B with the perpendicular stroke placed hori­
zontally'. There are two varieties of •, one resembling that given by 
Prinsep, and occurring also in the Gimar inscriptions, which consists 
of two perpendicular strokes on a horizontal one, that to the left being 
twisted at the upper end ; and the other looks like the Greek p. The a' 
and the mAtra look exactly like those in the modem Deva-nagari. The 
writing ia incorrect in many places, which circumstance increased the 
difficulty of deciphering. 

The language of the copper-plate is Sanskrit. It purports to be a 
gl'BDt of a village named Rachhchhavam, in the district of Ankules'nra, 
in Gujerat, to one N;:r&yaq.a, the son of Govinda, a ~igvedi Brah­
man of the Ku'yapa Gotra, residing in Abhichchhatra. The kiog 
who granted it belonged to the Gurjjara dynnsty, and wu named 

3 • 
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Dadda.* His father'• name wu Jayabhaia, and his grandfather'• 
Dada. From the sign-manual it appears thai Dadda had another 
name, which wu Praa'anta-raga, and Jayabha~ wu also called Vita­
riga. But these aound like euphonious epithet& or titles, and conld 
hardly have been proper names, for the fint meana 'one whoee pBB1ions 
are cooled,' and the other, 'one whose p881iona have disappeared or 
ceued to exist,' expressions which persona who are religioua, or affect to 
be BO, delight in. The writer or engraver !JBS a minister of the name 
of Reva, the eon of Madhava. From the opening benediction, the seat 
of the dynasty appeara to have been Broach. The date is Jyesh~ha, 
omuvasya or new-moon-day, 417 of S'aka Nripa, i.e., of the era now 
known u S'iliv&hana's, corresponding to the 9th of June, 495 A..c­
The seal bears the name of Dada, grandfather of the reigning BO- · 

vereign. 

The grant is in the usual style of such documents, but bearB what I 
should consider a family likeness to the Valabhi or other Gujerat copper­
plates. Several expressions may be quoted in support of this view. 
The reading, for instance, of some of the verses from the Mahabhlrata, is 
the B8me in all these plates, while in the Southern grants it is different. 

In the seventh volume of the Journal of tAe .Aaiatic Society of 
Be'llgal is published a transcript of a grant made by a king of the 
Gmjjara dynuty, along with some observations on it. A fresh tran­
script of it bu been given by Prof. Dowson in the lat volume of the 
J oumal, new series, of the Royal Asiatic Society. In this a few of the 
mistakes of the firat have been corrected. Prof. Dowson bu collated 
with it another grant of the same king, similar to it in most respects, and 
givenfacaimiles of both. The copper-plates were discovered at Kaira 
by Dr. Burns. These we will distinguish by the Nos. 2 and 3, u the 
Professor bu dene. The present grant is by the B8me king u theae 
two, the reuona for the statement being decisive. The king in Dr. 
Burns' plates belongs to the Gurjjara dynuty, as in the present grant. 
His name is Pras'lnta-riga, as given in the sign-manual, which, 

•The word is S'rtmaddadda. If S'rt only were taken to be the honorifto 
prefix, u it alwaJB is, the name would be ){addadda; if S'rtmad, it would be 
Dadd&. Pror. DOWBOn'a facsimile& favour the latter BUpposition, though B'rt. 
mad, I mnat my, I have never found uaed u a pref!~ to the uamea or kinga ; 
and even in the prcaent plate, tho prefix is B'rt iu tho caso of Jayab~, the 
aecond king. The 11&111e remark holds good in the CQl!e of the namo Dada. 
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however, the editor& of the Bengal Society'• Journal read Pru'i.nga­
rAga; and hia father's name ia Jayabha$& and allo Vita-ri.ga. The 
writer's name is, aa in the present copper-plate, Reva, and aix lines of 
the eulogy of one of the kinga corre1pond, word for word, in all the 
three. Ankules'vara and Broach are allo mentioned there, though 
the occaaion ia different. But _the grandfather'• name ia Dada in the 
present copper-plate, and Samanta-datta in both of Dr. Burna', and the 
aecond name of the reigning sovereign given in the body of these latter 
is, according to Prof. Dowson, S'ridatta-Kus'aU, while it ia Dadda 
in the former. Now, there can be no question that the Profenor baa 
miiread the name of this king; for the word Kula/I means "enjoying 
health," and ia used in most of the grants I have seen, where it is only 
thus to be interpreted. The usage of the country, to this day, also re­
quires that this word, or an expression equivalent to it, should be uaed by 
the writer of a letter with. reference to himself, before speaking of 
the matter in bond. Besides, in the present copper-plate and in No. 2, 
the word preceding Kulalf has the nominative termination (visarga) 
attached to it, which Pliows that Kua' alt is an independent word, and 
forms no· p~rt of the oi .? that precedes. Again, the word S'n is a mere 
honorific prefix us~~ before the names of kings ; so that the real name 
ia reduced t. Datta. Now, referring to the fircaimile, I find that 
the letters the Professor reads as two t's are exactly similar to the fint, 
which he takes to be a tl, and are clearly two <l's. The name, there­
fore, is Dadda. Again, in the facaimile of No. 3, the king's name 
looks like Dadclam. But the letter which resembles m, and it so read 
by Prof. Dowson, ia in reality the symbol* for the Jilifla-m'1ltya, 
which, according to Pan. VIII. 3-37, ia an optional aubstitute for 
r7Uarga before a hard guttural. The name therefore may be taken to 
be the same in all the three plates. Now, as to SAmanta-datta, I am 
inclined to doubt the fai~hfulness of the facaimilea in this case. For, 
as the name stands there, it ia without the almost indispensable prefix 
of S'n which we find in the case of both the other names and in almost 
all other copper-plates. This S'ri has perhaps been misread by the 
decipherer as Sa. And the Datta being in this case also Dadtla, the 
name ia very likely the same, or nearly the same, 88 in the present plate. 
Or perhaps the word Sdmanta, 1ignifying as it does " a subordinate 
prince or chief," may 'have been used in Nos. 2 and 3 88 a title. The 
dates also of Dr. Burna' plates are perfectly consistent with the 

• I havo since seen this symbol before iii in several Valabhl plates. 
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1upposition oftheir common origin. That of No. 2 ie 380, and of No. 
3, 385, i.e., the fi.n1t grant wu made 37 and the second 32 years before 
the present 0'1e. And 37 yeare are not too long a period for a single 
reign. Prof. Dowson and the editore of the Bengal Society'• Journal 
conai.Jer the dates 380 and 385 to refer to the era of Vikramaditya, but 
the only re&IOll is the uee of the word Samoataara. This word, however, 
meaDI limply a year, and does not indicate any reference to a particular 
era. And this is confirmed by its use in the present grant, with the 
e:ipreuion S'aka-Nppa-KAla before it. The common origin of the 
three grants, therefore, would necessitate the dates 380 and 385 being 
taken to refer to the S'aka era. For if they were not so taken, the 
i•terval between this and the other two grants would be about 171 and 
166 years. 

But u some antiquarians think that the S'aka-Nppa-Kala is often 
confounded with the Samvat era "even by indigenous writers,"* it 
may be said that notwithstanding the use of that ei:presaion in the 
present copper-plate, its date 417, aa well aa thoae of Dr. Burm', may 
refer to the era of Vikram&ditya. This point can, however, be easily 
determined. In the present grant, mention baa been made of the 
occurrence of a aolar eclipse on the day on which it was executed. I 
wrote to my respected friend Profesaor Keru Lakahman, a few days ago, 
to aacertain if there waa auch an eclipse on the Am&Tasya or conjunction 
day of Jyeshiha in the year 417 of S'alivAhana, and also whether there 
vu a poesibility of an eclipse on the same day of the same year of the 
Samvat era. His answer is that, on a rough calculation, he finds that 
on that day, which, auppoeing the era to be S'Alivahana'a, correaponda 
to the 9th of June, 495 A. C., the distance of the BUD from the moon's 
ascending node was about 12° 141

• He therefore thinks that there 
wu a solar eclipse on that day; but it must have been a partial one, 
and have begun iii the afternoon, a abort time before sunset. But on 
that day of that year of the Samvat era, there waa, he eaya, no pOBBi­
bility of an eclipse, since the aun's distance from the node wu about 8 
aigna and 9°. Thia, therefore, proves that the date of the present 
copper-plate, and hence those of Dr. Bumi' No. 2 and No. 3, refer to the 
S'aka era, and that the uee of the word Samoataara does not by any 
means show the era to be Vikrama's. And, by the way, it would also 

• See Dr. Bhan Daji on :Mer11tunga'11 'l'heravali, Joumai B. 8. R. A.. S., vol. 
IX., page 156. 
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appear that it is more re'aaonable to regard the era uaed in other Guje­
rat copper-plates, such as those of the Valabhi dynasty, to be that of 
the S'aka king, than to assume it as the Samvat, since the three plates 
of the Gurjjara dynasty I have been considering may well be taken to 
indicate the prevalent usage. And this supposition thoroughly agrees 
with the Valabhi era discovered by Colonel Tod from a Somnath inscrip· 
tion, which began in 319 A.C. One would naturally take this era to 
commence from the date of Bha~arka, the founder of the family, and 
not from that of any of his successors, as Mr. Wathen has done with­
out any good reason, though one of these may have brought it for the 
first time into use. The date of the copper-plate grant of Dhruva Sena, 
the sixth in descent from Bhatarka, published in the seventh volume of 
the Bengal Asiatic Society's Journal, is 365, * which if taken to refer 
to the Samvat would correspond to 309 A.C., i.e., ten years before 
the foundation of the dynasty. But if, however, the era were assumed 
to be that of S'alivahana, the date would correspond to 443 A.C., that 
is, the interval between the first king of the family and the person 
sixth in descent from him would be 124 years, which, I think, is a rea­
sonable period. The editors of the Journal, simply from the occur­
ence of the word SamrJat1ara, take the era used to be Vikrama's, and 
give up Colonel Tod's discovery of the Valabhi era, from its inconsistency 
with their supposition. But we see that the two dates are perfectly 
reconcileable if we take the era of the S'aka king instead of the ,"{amrJat. 

Mr. Thomas has reprinted, in his edition of Prinsep's Essays, the 
two papers in the Bengal A1iatic Sotiety'1 Journal which I haTe 
noticed, with the remark " that the dates of all these documents re­
quire accurate re-examination and revision, and that the geographical 
questions involved demand even in a greater degree an exact and formal 
definition." 

The present copper-plate grant throws, I think, much light on these 
questions. We have seen that the era used in this and the other 
grants of the Gurjjara dynasty is that of the S'aka king; that the 
word SamJJat1ara does not by any means denote the Samvat era, and 
that if the usage indicated by these grants were understood to be 

•I have shown in a paper 1ince read at a meeting of the Society that this 
date must be read as 356, and that the most probable 1ta.rting-point for the 
Valabhl era is the coronation ofDro1}81!inha, the aecond son of Bha!lrka, a.ad in 
another, published in the Indian .Antiquary, No. I, that the gra.ntor in the plate 
referred to in the text is B'iliditya If. ,the eighth in descent f-rom Bha~Arka. 
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applicable to the Valabhi plates, their dates would be consistent with the 
discovery of Colonel Tod. The seat of the Gurjjara dynasty was Broach. 
But this appears to have been the name of the city, as well as of the 
country around it. In the Nannad&-mAh&tmya, Bhrigu-Kachchha is 
mentioned as a holy place on the northern bank of the river, about two 
miles long from east to west,* and the descriptions of many other 11imi­
lar places farther down the river wind up- with the remark, "Thu& 
ends the description of auch and 1uch a place in Bhrigu-Kachchha." 
Hwan Thsang, the Chinese traveller, also speaks of a kingdom of 
Broach. Ankules'vara, mentioned in the plate, has preserved its name 
unaltered. 

About four miles to the North-east of Elao, in the vicinity of which 
the copper-plate was found, is the village of Walner, which seems to 
correspond to the Varnera of the gra~t. It is eight miles to the South­
west of Ankules'vara. The river Varan<Ll appears to be the modern Wand 
Kharee ; and about a mile and a half from Walner is the village of 
Surtham, answering to the Sarathuam [or Arathuam] of our plate. 
Sunthavadaka, which is mentioned as the eastern boundary of RA.chh­
chhavam, I have not been able to discover on the map, though there is 
such a place as Kothadara there. But from the other places I have 
found, RA.chhchhavam, the vill1tge conveyed by the grant, appears to 
be the modem Racheed. 

• ~r ;r.;r( ;ft{ tpf) t'fr~~<far I 1fPlnJRar ~~ <IN~rfrr~ 
~(Jll'J 1 llii~ Qitl oi ~fl llmr~~!i~ ......... 'fili1'{ ~rm ~31 : 11 
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Traulatiora. 

Security [freedom 1 from interruption in the race of victory calculated 
to violate the gate of the city of BharukachchhA ! There was S'rlmad 
Dada, whose fame and glory, aa purely bright aa the lotus blown open 
by the rays of the moon dar,ing forth from an envelope of cloud.a, filled 
the cavity of the aky,-the bright achlnementa of whose sword 
the wives of the inimical chiefs slain by him in innumerable battles sang 
as it were in the morning by means of their cries of lamentation,­
whose person was adorned by a crown shining with the refulgent rays 
of a crore of diamonds polished by being rubbed against the lotus-like 
feet of gods, Brahmans, and preceptors,-whose stock of religioU& 
desert, which is the only thing that enables one to go tG Heaven, was 
always increasing in consequence of his liberally fulfilling the desire for 
wealth of the begging poor, the helpless, the distressed, and of the belat-

. ed wayfarer,-and who, propitiating proud damsels angry on account of 
love quarrels by addressing sweet words to them, showed himself to be a 
skilful galla11t,-and who dispersed by bis many bright virtues the thick 
darkness of Kali. His son was Jaya-bhata, who showed the valour 
of a young lion, by achieving with his sword the destruction of the 
herds of elephants belonging to his enemies,-and who by his diver­
sions on both sides of the see, and the unstinted fl.ow of his bounty,* 
realized in himself the qualities of the guardian elephant& of the quar­
ters, and who, on tpe high cloud-breastst o£ the sky-Lakshmt 
rubbed sandal-wood ointment in the shape of bis glory as pure u a 
crystal or a ball of camphor. His son S'rimad Dada, who has dis­
pelled the darkness that grew thick and intense through the power of 
evil, end overspread the whole earth,-who baa purified all the quarters 
by his very great kindness,t and embellished the world ef the living,­
who possesses true knowledge, and baa become the luminary mthe Gurj-

• There is a play on the word dti1M> here, which means 'giving' as well a.a 
the 'humour fl.owing from the temples of an elephant.' The other words in. 

the compound may also be interpreted in two ways. 

t A play on the word 11ayodhara, whioh mean& 'a cloud' aa well as the 
• female breast.' 

t A play on the word sneh11, meaning ' oiliness' as well a• 'kindneu.' 
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jara dynuty,-who has obtained the five great sounds, and is the great 
king of kinga,-enjoying good health, commands 

All governors of districts and sub-divisions ; all villagers ; those in 
office or unemployed ; great men, chief men, &c. :-

Be it known to you, that for the increase of my father's, mother's, 
and my own holiness and goodness, as regards the next world, I have 
granted, by pouring water, on the new-moon day of Jyesh~ha, in the 
year of the S'aka king four hundred and aeventeen, on the occasion of a 
solar eclipse, to Bhat~ NArayaI].a, the son of BhaHa Govinda, residing 
in Abhichchhatro, respected amongst persons conversant with the four 
Vedas, of the Kas'yapa Gotra, and student of Bahvricha (~igveda), for 
the proper execution of the rites of Bali, Charu, Vais'vadeva, Agniho­
tra, the five great sacrifices, &c., the village of Rachhchhavam, situated 
in the district of Ankules'vara, the boundaries of which are the village 
of VArai;iera to the east, the river Varanda to the south, the village of 
Sun~hava4aka to the west, and Sara~huam to the north,-this village, 
with these boundaries specified, along with the hamlets and whatever 
pertains to it ; along with the revenue in grain or gold, and with what­
ever may be raised on the land by labour, except what in the village 
may have been granted to gods and Brahmans before-the said grant 
not to be interfered with by the delegates of the king ; to last as long 
as the ~oon, the sun, the sen, the earth, rivers and mountains shall 
endure, and to be enjoyed from father to son (lit. son to grandson). 
Therefore no obstruction should be made to him, who, in virtue of the 
rights conferred by this Brahman grant, ploughs the land or causes it 
to be ploughed, enjoys it or makes another enjoy it, or assigns it to an­
other person. So olso should future kings, whether of our race or others, 
knowing the fruits ordinarily arising from grants of land, and bearing 
in mind that prosperity is unsteady like a drop [of water] and transitory, 
and life as fleeting as a drop of water at the end of a blade 11f grass, 
confirm and continue this our grant, as if it were their own. For it is 
said :-"Many kings, such as Sagara and others, have enjoyed the earth, 
but the fruit to each lasts only so long as he is in possession." And he 
who, witb his good sense enveloped in the darkness of ignorance, should 
take away this land, or approve another person's doing so, would be as 
sinful as if he had committed the five great sins and the five minor 
sins. For it is eaid by the Rev. VyB.sa, the editor ofthe Vedas :-"He 
who grants land lives in Heaven for sixty thousand years, while 
he who takes it away, or approns of its being so tahn away, passes. 



so COPPIB-PU.T8 OBA.NT or 'J'lll l'lrTH CBNT1JIY. 

IO many ye&r1 in hell. The grants made in put times with the view 
that they might conduce to raise a man'• moral desert, wealth, or 
Came, are like ftowen wom and withered. What good man would 
resume them? 0 king, 0 thou the beat of the lords of the. earth, do 
maintain with care a grant of land made whether by thyself or any­
body else; to maintain a grant is a greater virtue than to make one." 

This is written by Reva, the son of Madhava, coW11ellor in peace 
and war. Thia ia the sign-manual of myself, Pru'lntariga, the 10n a{ 

S'rl Vitariga. 



ABT. 111."""."0n the Age of t1&6 Na.ialimlJw~-OM.ri.ta. of S'nha.nAa.. 
By Da. J. G. BuBLH. 

Bead 9th November l&n. 

A110NG the Jain& worb which I ba.ve been collecting· of late, far 
the Government of Bombay, there is one which, besides other interatiag 
information, gives an account of the life and times of S' ribanha, the 
author of the Naiahadha-cbarita. Thia work ii the Prabhandha-koeha 
of R.8ju'ekbarna6ri, which contains in 4,300 e'loba• biographical 
notices of twenty-four famous men ; viz. :-

1. Of ten Jaina S6ri1: 
I. Bhhadrab&hu-Vaniha. 2. A!ryanandila. 3. · Jivadeva-lhiri. 

4. A.'ryakbapa~ A'ch'1ya. 5. P"1aliptaprabhu. 6. Vriddha­
v8di-Siddhuena. 7. Mallavi.d(. B. Haribbadra1uri. 9. Bap­
pabhaiiia6rl. 10. Hemuurl. 

II. Of four poets : 
1. S'riharaba. 2. Haribara. 3. Amaracbandra. 4. Madanaldrti; 

III. Of eeven kinge : 
I. Satav&haua. 2. Vankachiila. 3. VikranWlitya. 4. NagUjuna. 

5. Udayana. G. Labh&Quena. ?. Mada.navarman. 

IV. Ot' three Jaina courtiers : 
1. Ratna. 2. A'bha4•· 3. Vutupala. 

Raju'ekhara compoeed this work, which is written in barbaroua 
81.DBkrit prose, according to informationt obtained from hia. teacher, 
Tilaku6ri, in Samvat 1405, or•· o. 1348, whillt living at Dilhi. under 
the protection of one Madanuimha, whose father, Jayuimha, bad been 
honoured by S'ri Mabam&d Sb&hi. t probably Mabamad Toghlak 
(1325). 

• On 60 folioa. 
t Folio 1 a, line 9 :-

rn;ft' lflt !fqW1...-"tt.A\dlui\oti <"1iU41 ...;tri: Jl1r.'TI'"tf m ~: 
~: II • 

l: Folio 50 a, line 18 :-

~Jr tmr-tP ~~ ~ iil•ii'tR~ ~ _ ~~ 11• 
4 
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I pass over the notices of the Jaina worthies, which hue no general 
interest; and proceed at once to give an abstract of the account of 8' ri­
har11ha, which runs as follows :-

In BnnAras there ruled formerly a king, called GorJindackandra. 

He had a sqn and successor, named Jayantacliandra, who was ex­
ceedingly powerful and conquered the whole earth. His army was 
so large that, when he marched, his soldiers could not find water 
enough except by using the two rivers Ganga and Yamuna. This 
Raja is known in the world by the nickname ' Pangula,' the lame 
one, becawe he wed the two rivers as crutches to help him on.* 
He had a son called Megliackandra. At Jayantachandra's court 
lived a Brahman, called Hfra, whose son was 'the prince of clever men' 
' (prajiia-chakravarti)' S'rfharsha. One day Hfra was conquered and 
silenced by one of his rivals in a disputation before the king. He took 
his defeat so much to heart, that he died shortly afterwards. But be­
fore his death he exhorted 8' rlharshR to avenge him on his enemy. 
In order to fulfil his father's wish, S'riharsha went into foreign coun­
tries and studied under various masters, Nyaya, rhetoric, music, 
arithmetic, astronomy, and other sciences. He also propitiated the 
goddess Bhil.rad by mantras, and obtained from her the gift of 
UDBurpassable eloquence. Ile then composed the Klia1.'<f anat and 
other works, to more than one hundred. After these feats he returned 
to Baniras. There he was honourably receind by Jayantachandra. 
His father's enemy recognised his superiority and was reconciled to 
him. He then continued to li'fe under the king's protection and the 

~\fTRfir~R<roo~ni~ "'fl1~~: ~t: •-fk~ 
~ I m ~9nit ~~or f«fi«r: ll'f;iff1tU ~f«r-nfti'Rf 
~I ~crm!ft{rmN<i~cn)o:rf1q4ft~101: I ifS'if~ll<Cfllf~~-.... ;J""'' .... .... c ~-

~: It e II (?) ~~";rIT ~~ 6'll<t~~ I <ra;.1~ 
rr.ir'f: ~ Rli!'l: 11 ~ II <r<fl"': ~~~~: I ::rl'l'nr.r:l'l<t'-,, . .J c -.J .... ~ ::Jl.,."'-l~ 

tr.r: II il ~fif{"en'(~<r: II \ 11 <riiiil' iifll~ fe~<r: ~;f!il'll"lit 

~: l ~t ~~ ~ CfiT('lil1!'Rf ~1J"l'~f&Rir-i' 1111 

• ifElr mr~'f: 'lr.it ~ f1"lr ~ ~~ or~r!~iit 

uiiffl' ~ft~ II 
t~ef~'lfSjf~:-r 11 
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latter once asked him to compose "a jewel of a story." S'rlharsha 
agreed and wrote the Naiahadhacharita. * He showed it to the king, 
who said : "This is certainly very beautiful. But go to KB.s'mfr, show 
it to the Pandits there, and place it in the hands of the goddess BhliratL 
Bhai.rati sits there visibly on a throne. She fl.Inga a bad composition 
far from her like refuse, but a good book she accepts, nodding her head, 
and declares it to be good. Flowers are then showered on the book."t 

After this S'riharsha received money from the King and set out for 
Kas'mir. Arriving there he placed his book in the hands of SarasvatL 
The goddess contemptuously flung it away. S'riharsha expostulated 
with her on this treatment of his production, and was told by the goddess 
that he had offended her by describing her in the 64th verse of the 
eleventh Sarga as Vish~u's wife, and by thus denying her virginity, for 
which she was famous in the world. When S'rfharsha thereupon re­
plied, that, in that passage, he had stated nothing else but who.t was 
contained also in the Pural}as, the goddess allowed herself to be paci­
fied, took his book up with her own hands and praised it before the 
assembled Pandits. S'riharsha then requested the Pandits to intro­
duce him to Madhavadeva,t the king of the country, and to gi,·e him 
n letter for Jayo.ntachandra, certifying that his composition was faultless. 
The Pandits, however, fulfilled neither of these requests. S'riharsha 
was, therefore, forced to stay many months in Kas'mfr. He expended 
all his money and had at last even to sell his oxen and utensils. One 
day, whilst he was reciting the Rudrajapa neo.r a well, two maid­
servants came to fetch water. They began to quarrel about the prece­
dence, and from words they came at last to blows, so that their dispute 
gave rise to a case before the king. The latter asked for witnesses of 
the quarrel, and S'riharsha was brought up in order to give evidence. 

• lfcli"~ !!~ ~: ctifu:r: I "11tR ~~ ~ I ffiIT ~ 1ro­

iliTO!f ~ !~O!ITTlll'iJ~ ~~{{lit~~'' 
t The custom to submit e. new book to the Pe.ndits of Kas'mir, and to pie.ca 

it in the he.nds of the goddess Se.re.sve.ti, is more than onoe mentioned in the 
Je.ine. Pre.be.ndhe.s. Perhe.ps it is a reminiscence of the times when Lil'mir 
was one of the chief seats of learning and literature. 

t ~"' qffeiJ<t'f ~ : ijiilf~ cit ~ irt m<r I I I am not 

able to identify Mlidhava.deve.. The name of the king who must have been the 
contemporary of our hero is Kshukshe.. 

5ra11 
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On coming before the king he declared himself ignorant of the lan­
guage of the country, but ready to repeat the 1ounda which he had 
heard. He then rendered the whole conversation of the two women 
word for word. The king, utoniahed at his marvellous memory, uked 
9rU&ar11&• about himlelf. When he heard how the poet had been 
treated by the Pandita, he blamed them for their jealousy and sent 
llrtl&ar11&a home, loaded with presents. On his arrival in Ba!i4ru the 
poet informed Jaya'lltacltanrlra of his adventures ; the king was pleased 
and the Naishadhiya became famous. · 

In the meantime* one of Jaya'lltacliandra'1 chief ministers (pradha· 
natara), called Pad111d.lcara, whilst on a pilgrimage to Somnath Pa~han in 
Sora~, came to Ar;iahillapattan or Ai_ihilvD.4 in Gujarat. There he dis­
covered a Parl111i11t, named Sllhavadevi, whom he took away with him to 
Baniiru, with or without the consent-this is not clear---ofking Kumi­
rapi.la of Ai_ihilvld. Sllhavadevi became the mistress of JayantachRn~ 
and acquired, on account of her -various accompliahments, the surname 
• Kalibh&rati.' S'dbarsha, who was commonly ca1led • Narabhi.rati,' 
was hated by her. Once she ordered him to come to see her, and asked 
him contemptuou11ly who he was.· S'ribarsha replied that he was 
omniacient in • Kalis, fine arts or trades.' Thereupon, in order to put 
him on the horns of a dilemma, the royal.favourite ordered him to make 
for her and. put on her feet a pair of shoes. As 11hoemaking was 
undoubtedly a KaL1, S'riharsha had either, if he refused the task on the 
plea of ignorance, to acknowledge that he was not omuiscient, or to 
make the shoes and to lose his caste. He chose the latter alternative, 
made a pair of shoes of the inner bark of a tree and put them on the 
queen's feet after the manner of the Chaman. But, unable to bear the 
affront which had been put on him, he became an ascetic soon after. 

After thus narrating the life of S'rlharsha, the Prabandha gives a 
ahon account of the end of his patron Jayantachandra. It informs us 

• ~ ~~ Q'lict1<'1ittl JNr-m:": ~~;{ lffl': I fl~­
u1i' OAOO~ ~111'lct1111I ~~ ~ ~~ ff f.frtirai'll'T~­
~ l~~~ijf ml ~~~;;r'f'lr.rA~ 4t'Of:1 ~-

~ .... 
01 ~ ~ 'll"f ;r'liv "rirr~ru ""~ m<J'a'f.r-:nr.t'l ~~ f<Jirn < ~ 

~~~~~I .'!f\!'411<Qh~<llilQl\'fl$tKl\J (7) "fil'T'ifr.v Stq;rr~t 
~·~ mil irR'lt in-V"if ~~II 
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that Sllhavadevi had a son whom she wished to have declared heir to the 
throne, instead of Jayantachandra's legitimate son, Meghachandra. Her 
schemes were frustrated by the minister, 'the illustrious Vidyadhara,' 
who had the surname ' Laghuyudhishthira.' Sllhavadevi then con­
spired against her royal lover and sent a large subsidy to the Sura­
trd~a of Talakaa'ild, engaging him to make war against Kb'i and its 
lord. Vidyadhara discovered this plot and denounced Sllhava to the 
king. But the latter would not believe the accusation. The minister 
thereupon drowned himself in the Ganges. The Silratrdna advanced 
shortly afterwards towards Banaras, and defeated the king. The latter 
disappeared without a trace, and it was not known whether he had 
been killed or ded. The Yavanas took the town. 

The account ofS'rtharsha, which our Prabandha gives, is in many de­
tails obviousiy fanciful. But it seems to me that the main facts told re­
garding him, namely, that he was a native of Banaras, and that he lived 
under the protection of a king of that city, who was a contemporary of 
Kumarapala of A!]hilv&~. are strictly historical. For firstly it might 
be expected that Raj s'ekhara, who wrote in the middle of the 14th 
century, could obtain trustworthy information regarding a person who 
lived only al-out 150 years before him. Secondly, Rajas'ekhara's nar­
ration agre£.:1 in some important details with the statements which 
S'riharsha makes regarding himself in his own works. 

S'riharsha says at the end of the Naishadhiya that his father's name 
was Hira, and that he wrote the Kka~<f.anakka'(l<f.altkadya and other 
works-not indeed one hundred, but eight-before he composed the 
N aishadhiya. He further states that he used to be honoured by a 
king of Kanyakubja, who gnve him at the audience a seat nnd a double 
portion of betel.* The last point, that S'riharsha used to visit the 
court of a king of Kanyli.kubja, is most important. For it can be easily 
shown that Riju'ekhara's Jayantackandra, who is said to have pro­
tected S'riharsha, is no other than Jayackandra, the last of the Rash­
drakllta princes, who reigned over Kanyakubja as well as over BanAras. 

Jayachandra, the son of Vijayachandra and grandson of Govinda­
chandra, is known from his inscriptions,t as well as through Jaina and 
Mahommedan writers. He must have ascended the throne between A.o. 

• Compare also HalJ,.VA.aavadattA, p. 8. 

t Land-grants, which have been pnblished in the 9th and 16th Vols. of the 
Asiatio Be.arches, and in the 10th VoL of the 1ourml Bengal Br. B. As. Boe. 
4 • 
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1163 and 1177, as the last inscription of his father is dated in the former 
yenr, and the first of his own grants in the latter year.* According to 
nil accounts he was the last and the most powerful monarch of his race. 
The Ayin Akbari, II. 119, calls him the ruler of all Hindostan ; the 
chronicles, quoted by Tod, Annals of Rajasthan, II. 7, describe his great 
power and victories over Hindus and Mahommedsns, and state that 
he was called • Dalpangla,' 'lie r.olioae ho&t ia larne,' "because, in march­
ing, the van of his enormous army reached its halting-ground before 
the rear had moved from its position." He is also stated to have been the 
cause of the destruction of Ppthviraja, the last Tomara of Delhi, by 
allying himself with the Musalmans against him. The details of the 
events leading to his enmity with Prithviraja are variously given. Most 
of his historians assert that he lost his throne and his life fighting 
against the army of Shahabuddin Ghori. The place where his last 
battle occurred is said to have been Eta71la.t According to Ferishta, 
Jayachandra had his eye pierced by an arrow, shot by the commander 
of the hostile army. According to Tod, Annals of Raj. II. IO, he was 
drowned in the Ganges. 

These accounts differ little from the story told by Rujas' ekhara, of 
Jayantachandra, and it is" easy to prove that the two names designate one 
and the same person. The names themselves are nearly identical and 
synonymous. J ayantachandra is said to have been the ruler of Bana.ras in 
the time ofKumarapala, A.D.1143-1174,and Jayachandracertainly ruled 
over thattown some time between A. D. 1163 and 1194. J ayachandra was 
called Dalpangla on account of the enormous size of his army, and to 
Jayantachandra the surname pangul<1 is given for the same reason. The 
SuratrB.i].at of the Yavanas who reigned at Takshas'ila can be nobody but 
Sultan Shahabuddin Ghori who held court at Lahore. Jayanta's mi­
nister Vidyadhara finds his counterpart in the 'most illustrious Thakkura 
Vidyadhara,' to whose son Jayachandra made grants of land. in 1177. 
The name of Jayachandra's father differs from that which Rajas'ekhara 
assiITT!s to Jayantachandra's parent. But, if it is borne in mind 
that Jayachandra's grandfather's name was Govindachandra, it be­
comes not improbable that Rajas' ekhara or his teacher Tilakasdri left 

• Lassen, J. A., III. 813, trios to prove that Vijaye.chandra. still reigned A. D. 

1172. But that appoam doubtful. 

t As. Bes. XV. 456. 

t This is the regular Jo.inn form of the word Snit.au. 
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out one person in the genealogy of the Rnthore princes, deceived by the 
resemblance of the names Vijayackandra and Jayackanrlra. Cole· 
brooke has fallen into the same error. 

But if our identification of Jayachandra and Jayantachandra is cor­
rect, the Naishadhiya must have been written between A. u. 1163 and 
ll74, i.e. between the earliest date on which Jayachandra's accession 
to the throne may be placed, and K umarapala's death. 

It may be objected against this date, that the Sarasvatikar.ithilbha­
raJ?.a, a work ascribed to Bhoja of Dhar, who lived in the eleventh 
century, quotes the N aishadhiya. * But I do not consider this point 
important enough to cause Riijas'ekhara's story to be rejected. For 
even if the Sarasvatikar;ithD.bharai;ia really has Bboja for its author, the 
quotation from the Naishadhiya may be a later interpolation. It seems 
to me that the fact that 81 riharsha himself states that he was honoured 
by a king of Kanoj, and that Rajas'ekhara makes him the court poet of 
Jayachandra, who ruled over that town, establishes the poet's date as 
firmly as, in the absence of real historical works, we can hope to fix the 
date of any Sanskrit poet. 

In conclusion I may add that Rajas'ekhara tells us in the Harikara 
prabandha, and other portions of his Kosha, that Harihara belonged to the 
family of S'riharsha, and brought the first copy of the Naishadhiya with 
him to Gujarat, where Vastupala, the minister of Rll.i;ia Viradhavala of 
Dholki (in A. n. 1235), obtained a copy of it. This story is at all 
events consistent with that of the S'riharsha prabandha, and strengthens 
the credibility of the former. 

•Hall, VAsavadatta, p. 18. 



38 

ART. I.V.-Diacovery of complete Manuscript Oopie1 of Bana's 
Harsha Oh"'rita, with an .Analysis of the more important 
portions. By BHA.'u DA'Jf, Esq., Hon. Mem. R. A. So­
ciety. 

Bead 10th August 1871. 

The Harsha Charita of Bana. 

A copy of the Harsha Charita of Dma, complete and accurate, with 
n Commentary, was discovered in Kashmir by a learned P&¥4it who 
was formerly in my service. 

He has, at my special request, been examining many valuable libra­
ries in that ancient seat of Sanskrit learning, and has sent me CQ!lies of 
many valuable manuscripts not procurable or even heard of in other 
parts of India. Beautiful copies of the original text and commentary 
of the Harsha Charita were made for me, and they reached me on the 
30th July 1869. 

The copyist of the original has the two following verses at the 
end:-

" In the year 955, month Chaitra, 14th lunar day of bright demi­
lunation, Monday, I have copied the most wonderful and instructive 
account of Maharaj& Harsha, composed by the ingenious and learned 
Bana." 

Neither the era nor the name of the copyist is given. 

·The copy now in my possession is far more correct than those hitherto 
procurable, and also has the merit of being a complete one. 

The copies procured by my friend Dr. FitzEdward Hall were all 
incomplete, as was also one which was procured for me by my Par,u~it, 
P&J?.4nrang Gop&l Padhye, twelve years ago, and of which I sent a 
copy to the learned Babu RajendraW Mitra in 1861. 

The work is divided into eight parts (ucckmuas). The eighth 
pnrt has not hitherto been found complete ; and the discovery of the 
Kashmfr manuscript, containing as it does o.ll the parts in full, thus 
ren<lers the work complete throughout, o.nd o.t the same time removes 
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an impression which naturally arose, that, from some unknown cause, 
the author did not live to complete his work, and that it was thus 
brought to an abrupt termination. 

The commentary is styled " Harsha Charita San~eta." Its author 
is a P1u;11pt named S'ankara. the son of Punyakara. His age and coun­
try are not given, but, as the commentary has only been found in 
Kashmir I feel justified in supposing him to ho.ve been a native of 
Kashmir. He quotes the Amara Kosha, Raghu Kavya, Medical 
Nighantas, and other comparatively ancient works. The commentary 
is brief, but ably written, and is composed of a little more than two 
thousand 'ferses. The copy sent is unusually free from mistakes. From 
the expressions "ityeke," " ityannyC," ("others explain it thus"), which 
frequently occur, it appears that there were other glosses preceding 
this one of S'ankara PaQQit. With the assistance of this commentary, . 
doubtful reo.dings have been corrected, and I hope to publish soon an 
excellent edition of Bana's Harsha Charita, with the commentary of 
S'ankara. The names of the poets Kalidasa, Rajas'ekho.ra, and Bhamnha 
are referred to. Although I have ventured to suggest that the com­
mentator was a native of Kashmir, yet he betrays extreme ignorance of 
the history of that country. In commenting on the following verse of 
Biina in the introduction, he proceeds to explain that " Pravarasena 
was a certain poet," the real fact being that Pranrasena \Vas a distin­
guished king of Kashmir, who, in my opinion, was a contemporary of 
Hiouen 'fhsang. The commentary is rnre even in Kashmir. The 
Po.i;igit in whose library it was found was not himself aware of its 
existence. It has now been brought to the notice of many Kashmir 
Par;u;lits by the eulogies of my PaQgit, and many copies are being made 
by them. 

An excellent abstract of the manuscript is given by Dr. Hall in his 
notes on his learned Preface to the Vasavadatta of Subandhu, published 
in Calcutta in 1~59 in the Bibliotheca lndica. I shall commence 
nearly where Dr. Hall concludes (p. 53) :-

" Raja Harsha, having entered the wilds of the Vindhyo. mountains, 
travelled in all directions for many days for the discovery of his siRter, 
Rajya S'ri. He met a Chief no.med Vyaghraketu, son of S'aro.bhnkctu. 
Ile introduced to the King, Nirghato., the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Ilhukampa S'abaras. The King made inquiries of the S'abarn Chief re­
garding Rajya S'ri; he replied that no womo.n auswcl'ing to the descrip-
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tion given by the King was known to have been seen in his jungles, 
but promised to make vigorous efforts for her discovery. He remarked 
that at the distance of two miles, on a hill with a thick wood at its base, 
there resided, with a number of disciples, a Bauddha Bhikshu, a mendi­
cant (Pindapati)* named Divakaramitra, who might possibly have 
heard of Rajya S'rl. Hearing this, the King thought that Maitraya­
nlyat (Brahmai;ia) Divak:aramitra, the friend of Grahavarma, having 
abandoned the "way of the Vedas," in his youth put on brown 
clothes and embraced the Saugata creed. King Harsha, taking the 
S'abara Chief with him, proceeded to the abode of Divakaramitra. 
He admired the mountain scenery on the way, and got down from his 
conveyance on approaching the hermit's residence. Having placed his 
hand on Madhavagupta'e shoulder, he with a few Chiefs walked on. 
He found there followers of various schools, viz., Vitaragas, A'rhatas, 
1\faskarins, Svetapatas, Patarabhikshus (commentator), (in the text, 
Pai:i~uri-bhikshu), Bhagavatas, Varnins, Kes'alunchakas, Kapilas, Kana­
das, Aupanishadas, Ais'varas, Karanins, Karandhamins, Dharmas'as­
trins, Paura1}ikas, Saptatantavas, S'abdas, Pancharatrikas, and others. 
Ile also met Divakaramitra Bhikshu, and made him obeisance. Diva­
karamitra, seeing the King, said, "To-day our austerities have, even 
in this life, borne us good fruit by giving us a sight of the beloved of 
the gods ; at the expense of my own body, I nm ready to do the 
King's business." The King made inquiries regarding Rajya S'ri. 
It so happened that Rajya S'rl was at this time making preparations 
for self-cremation. An old female companion of Rajya S'rl went to a 

• Pinda.p(1ti is the namo to be found in this work of Bina for Ba;iddha. mrm­
dicants. They went from house to house, begging for rice pindns or balls. See 
also Mafo.ti-Madhava., Act I., in which the commentator Ja.ga.ddhara. explains the 
word Pindapata, as "Bhikshli.hhrama.na," " the begging-round " of a. Ba.uddha. 

Bhikshu. 

t Thie l\faitrayanlye. Ilrahmnl).a appears to ha.ve lived at the foot of the Vin­
dhya.s. At the present da.y e.t Bhacjg{\on and other conterminous villages nea.r 
the $6.tpucJa. mountain, which is included in the Vindhya.s, thore are Brahm~as 
of tho Ma.itraya.niya. school. They a.re rarely found in other pla.ecs, a.nd when 
they are, they may generally be traced to Bhacjg:i.on. '.l.'his is stated by me on 
the authority of several Brahmar;tas of this school. It is remarkable to trace the 
l"C~iclcnce of this class of Brahma.r:ms from the time of Harsha Vardha.na to the 
present <lay. Other classes of Brahma.r;tas do not cat with them, and the reason 
may have been the early Buddhist tendencies of many of them. 
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Jisciple of Divakaramitra and said, "0 mendicant! Pravrajya (the 
liOW to abandon all worldly enjoyments) is generally full of mercy 
to all beiags, and Saugatas (Buddhists) are ever intent on fulfilling 
the vow, to suffer themselves for the relief of the sufferings of 
others. Tb.e teaching of the Lord S'akya Muni is the family abode 
of mercy. The goodness of Jina is ever ready for the benefit of 
the whole world, and the religious law (dharma) of the Munis 
is a way of secuing future bliss. There is no meritorious action 
more praised ia the world than that of saving life. Pray, therefore, 
11revent my companion from destroying herself by fire." "My Guru 
(master)," said the disciple, "is verily a second Sugata (Iluddha) ; 
when I relat.e to him this account, he is sure to come. He is full of pity. 
Dy tile good words of Sugata, calculated to pierce the dark veil of sor­
l'ow, and by his own discourses, with illustrations culled and rendered 
weightier from the various A'gamas (scriptures), he would lead the 
good-natared lady to the path of knowledge." 

Accordingly a Bhikshu (mendicant) came and said, "A woman in 
sorrow is ready to destroy herself by fire, not far from this abode." 
Hearing this, the King, with Divakaramitra, proceeded quickly, followed 
liY. the King's retinue, to the place of the fire. With great .difficulty 
.she was persuaded to abandon her purpose, and they having succeeded in 
consoling her and soothing her sorrows, treated her to a dinner. 
The Uaja heard all that had happened from the time she wa~ put in 
C'lnfin.ement in Kauyakubja, and from which she was released by a de­
scendant of the Gupta kings. She then heard of the death of Rajya 
Vnr<lhana, her eldest brother, on which she left off food and drink, and 
wandered through the woods of the Vindhyas. Overcome with sor­
row, she made preparations to burn herself. All this the King heard 
from her atteadants. 

The King and his sister were sitting under a tree, and, seeing the 
attendants at a distance, Divaknrnmitra approached the King and snid, 
• 0 King, Chandra took by violence Tara, the wife of Brihaspati. 
Still he used to suffer pangs from lier separation. On one occasion he 
tmw his own image reflected in the sea, nnd, being overwhelmed with 
passion and the thought of Tiira, his tenrs fell fast, and being swallowed 
by the shells in the sea were converted into pearls. These came into 
the possession of Vasuki (the king of Niigas). He strung them to­
gether. They posscs11ed the power of t.leslroying poison and producing 

6,. a a 
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a cooling sensation, and V asuki wore them for that purpose. To procure 
some, the Nagas brought Nag&rjuna Bhikshu to Patala (the lower re­
gions). Nagarjuna having asked for them, Vasuki presented them to 
him. Afterwards N 8.g&rjuna presented them to Satal"&hana N arendra, 
the lord of the three seas, and his personal friend. In time, handed from 
master to disciple, they have at length come to my hands ; accept them 
that they may protect you from poison (evil)." Having thus said, he 
unloosed the 'ekaDali' tied in a knot in a Bhikshu's cloth (' chivura') 
and attached it to the King's shoulders. After a time, a maid ofRiljya 
S'ri (whose duty it was to present the betel-leaf for chewing) approached 
the King and spoke lowly as follows :--" Mahadja, through me Rajya 
S'r{ begs to say to you that to women a husband or child is a support. 
To those who have neither, life is full of sorrows. Give therefore your 
permission for me, R.ajya S'rf, to put on the brown garments (the sign of 
de~otion to the mendicant order)." The Raja made no answer, but 
Divakara Bhikshu said, "This your elder brother Harsha is to you like 
your father, and it is proper that you should live under his commands." 
Raja Harsha addressed Divakaramitra, " You are like a pillar of support 
to people in sorrow. I therefore say that this my sister in her youth 
:has been afllicted with sorrow, and I have resolved to slay the family of 
the enemy who killed my brother. Until this resolution of mine is 
carried into effect, I am anxious she should be with me, and so ehould 
you, that with religious consolation you may comfort her till my 
wishes are fulfilled. She and I shall accept the brown garments at 
the same time." The Bhadanta agreed to the King's request. The 
Raja, with the Bhadantn and others, went to his army. The sun set, 
and the moon rose and shone beautifully." 

The following is a careful translation of a passage which is of import­
ance as containing a number of historical data. It has been translated 
in the preface to the Vasavadatta by Dr. Hall as follows:-

.. Skandagupta, while counselling Harsha to avenge the murder of his 
brother, consoles him by recapitulating historical instances of untimely 
death. The learned commandant had heard of numerous mischances of 
this kind, which are now known only by his retail of them. Nagasena, 
of the N aga family, was destroyed at Padmavatl ; perfidy abridged the 
days of S'rutavarman at Sravastf, and of Swarnachuda the Yavana. 
M.U-tiUvanta lost his life from talking in his sleep. Agnimitra's son 
Sumitra wns slain by Muladeva; Brihadratha, the Maurya, by his 
own general, Pushpamitra; Kukamrna, lord of Chand!, by a descend-
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ant of S'is'upB.la ; Devabhiiti, the S'aunga, through the instrumentality 
of his own minister, V uudeva ; M&gadha, by the counsellOI' of the 
govemor of Mekhala; Jaghanyaja, son of Pradyota, by Tiilajangha; a 
Gajapati king of Videha, by Kumarasena, in the guise of a leech ; 
Bhadraaena, king of Kalinga, by Vfrasena, bis brother ; Vajraprahhava, 
roler of K.arusha, by his younger son; a prince of the S'akas at Nalina­
pura, by Chandragupta, habited as a woman ; Chandraketu, prince of 
the city of Chakora, by an emissary of King 8' iS.draka ; Mah.1sena, 
prince of Ku'i, by Suprabba; a duke of Ayodhya by Ratnavati ; 
Rantideva, by Rangavatl, one of his wives ; VidiS.ratha by Bindumat{ ; 
ViraseJ18> of Sauvira, by Hansavati; and Soma, a monarch of the Purus, 
by a woman of his own race. Devasena, of Sumha, was poisoned by 
Devaki; and Bharata, who reigned over A'smaka, was also cut off 
before his time, as were P118hkare., prince of Ch&mundi; Kshetravar­
man, the Maukhari ; Bphadratha, of Mathura ; Vatsapati ; King Varna­
tala; and S'ais'unili, who committed suicide." 

My translation of the same from my more perfect copy is as 
follows:-
N~na, of the N&ga family, was destroyed at Padmavati, from 

bis secrets balling oozed out. Perfidy abridged the days of S'rata­
varman at S'rhuti. and at MrittikB.vati, Svamachuda lost his life 
from talking in his sleep. A Yavana king was destroyed by his female 
chouri-bearer from her reading a letter reftected in his head-ornament. 
Brihadratha, king of Mathura, was led by his avarice to dig for 
buried treasure, and killed by his troops. Vatsapati (i.e., I suppose, 
Udayana, king of Vatsa; see Katha Sarit S&gara), who was fond 
ef sporting in the elephant jungle, was made prisoner by soldiers 
of Mahwna (Chanda Pradyota of Ujjayini) concealed in an artifi­
cially constructed elephant. Mitradeva, having joined a company 
of actors, cut off the head of Sumitra, the son of Agilimitra (who 
waa Tery fond of dancing), just as a lotus should be sliced off. A 
king of As'maka, fond of music, had his head cut off by enemies 
who presented themselves as students of music anxious to leam the 
science from him, and who had concealed a sharp sword in a ,,{na 
(musical instrument). Brihadratha, the Maurya, a fool, was crushed 
at a grand review by his own general, the treacherous ( anarya, 
low) P11Shpamitra. * S'aisuruigi t (S'aisiS.ruiri in the text) was carried by 
force, in a machine moving in the air (was this a balloon?), which was 
constructed by Yavanas (Greeks), and had his throat cut near the 
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city. The S'unga, full of lust and addicted to women, was killed 
by his minister V asudeva, through the instrumentality of the daughter 
of a female servant of Vesubhuti, dressed and introduced as a queen. 
A king of Magadha, fond of excavations in the enrth, was carried 
off through a tunnel (full of the jingling noise of the feet-ornaments of 
many women) in the Godhanagiri (a mountain named Surpa, t according 
to the annotator) to their own country by the ministers of the king of 
Mekala) (the Vindhyn, according to the commentator). At a festival 
of l\foh:lkiila (in Ujjayini). Tiilajnngha Vetala (Chief of fail Spirits) 
killed Kumarnsena, a Pnunaki (born in the Punnnka family), the 
youngest son of Pradyota (Pratodya in the text), whilst foolish enough to 
go and offer to sell " Mahllmlinsa." § Gai]apati, the son of the king of 
Videha, addicted to alchemy and medical preparations, after hearing how 
many persons had benefited by their medicines, was induced by quacks 
to submit to their treatment, which caused him to be affected with con­
sumption. Bhadrasena of Kalinga, who trusted entirely to women, was 
destroyed by his eldest queen's brother, who concealed himself in a 
secret place in a wall. Dadhna, son of the king of the Karushas, who 
was trying to place another son on his throne, was killed 'by his own son, 
Virasena, who was sitting on his mother's bed. S'udraka killed Chan­
draketu, the lord of Chakora, with his ministers, coming to bear of his 
intention to remove him (S'udraka) from office (of chief minister, I 
presume). Pushkara, king of Chtimundi (city, Chamunda according to 
the commentator), who was fond of killing rhinoceroses, was killed by 
the soldiers of the king of Champa, who concealed themselves in a jungle 
amongst reeds and shrubs. Ksbatravarm~, of the Maukhari family, a 
fool and fond of praise-singers, was rooted out by Mankhas (praise­
singers), who were ever crying out "success,'' but were in reality 
employed as· assassins (by his enemies). In Aripuri, a Slakapati (king 
of S'akas, 3'ak8chiiryo, according to the commentator), an adulterer 
was punished (killed) by Chandragupta, who presented himself in the 
dress of a woman. 

The misfortunes which have befallen the careless through the 
treachery of women are well known to the king ; such ns Mah8sena, 

• Mentioned by Patanjali, and apparently his oontemporary. 
t Ono of tho ten Sis'unligas. Seo Vishnu-purai;ia. 
:t There is a hill noor Kannada in Kbandeah called Surpala. 
§ Boe Malati-Mflclho.va. Madho.va went to the great burning-ground at mid­

night aud offered to tho spirits his own flesh. Ho there found MnlatL 
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prince of the KBs'is, wns killed with food mixed with poisoned 
honey, by SuprabM, that her son might succeed to the throne· 
Jaruthyn, a king of Ayodhyli, a source of irritation to his enemies. 
was killed by his wife, Ratnavati, by throwing a sharp-edged circular 
mirror at him, pretending only to play and joke with him. A 
king of Saumha, nnmed Devasena, was killed by his queen Devaki 
(who had illicit intercourse with his brother) by mixing poison with the 
blue lotus adorning her ears. Rantideva, prince ofVairanti (city), was 
killed by his wife Vallabha, with her ankle-ornament, on account of 
jealousy of his other wife. Viduratha, the Vrishni, was killed by 
Vindumati by an instrument concealed in the folds of her hair. 
Vira.sena of Sauvfra by his wife Hansa,·ati, by means of a poisoned 
stone in her waistband. Somaka, of the Purus, by his wife Paurav. 
by taking a mouthful of poisoned _liquor and inducing her husband 
to drink it from her mouth. 
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ABT. V.-Transcri,pt and Translation of King Rudradeva'~ 

Inscription at .dnamkonda. By BaA.'u DA'n', Esquire, Hon. 
Mem. R. A. Society. 

Read 10th August 1871. 

I. Svasti ! May there be prosperity, success, and perpetual increa,se r 
Peace! l\lay the successful reign of King (Rajdla) Rudradeva, of .the 

Kakat[ya dynasty, last with ever-increasing prosperity as long as the 
moon, sun, and stars exist ; the king who had the five great epithets, 
he Mah&mandales'vara, Anmakund&-purayares'vara (sovereign of 
Anmakund& city), the lord of the great kings, doer of good, adorned 
with humility, the prosperous MaUmandales'vara. 

In (?) Anmakondapattana munanda, where there ia joyousness of 
stories ofhappiness (buna) buseyu chunanda, in S'aka year 1064, vanenti 
in the year Chitra bhii.nu pukha 12, Vaddhavara (Wednesday or 
Thursday!) munandu tanashera Rudres'vara Munu, S'ri Vasudeva> 
S'ri SD.ryadeva, were established (anupratistha Seyinche). 

I praise Bari as V arii.ha, to whom, at the time of upheaving, the land 
dashed the skies with high waves, and yet th~ waters of the seven 
oceans reached only the point of the nail of hi.a feet ; the point of whose 
tusk was a cottage in which were placed the three worlds as a drop of 
water ; the rays from whose hairpits (f) were like Brahmandas 
(Brahma's eggs). 

2. 0 Haremba ! mayest thou be propitious to me, thou who art 
the asylum of the collections of the smelling organs of the bees, attract­
ed by the growing scent of the masses of opening buds of the Mogra 
entangled in thy long tresses ; thou who art the seat of the intense 
splendow: of that lustrous tooth the unparalleled majesty of which 
(splendour) completely extinguishes that of the teeth of the 

3. May Sarasvatl ever reside in my mouth ! she who ia like a 
mother ; who nourishes as it were with the waves of the ocean of milk ~ 
who is fair, as if created by the moon ; and like a white statue, made 
of balle of rubbed 11BD.dalwood. 
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4. Achintendrawara, the dieciple of Advayamrita Yat~ the chief of 
the Bh&radwaja .gotra; intimately familiar with the ceremonial of 
the Vedas; a prominent character, and the son of S1rl Rames'vara 
Dikahita, praises with zeal (or at the request of the Yati ?) the gene­
alogy of the good Rudranarea'vara. 

5. In the KBkatiya race wu born a king named S'rimat Trlbhuvana 
Malla, a chief among kings who reduce the wives of their powerful 
enemies to widowhood. 

6. S'ri Malla-deva (i.e. Tribhuvana Malla) shone with splendour 
in the three worlds, a frontal ornament of the auembly of the Kakotya 
kings; a source of agony to his enemies; a daily giver of wealth to 
proper objects ; a giver of delight to the hearts of women ; an up­
rooter of the muses of the wicked ; a worshipper of the brilliant lotus 
of the feet of S'iva ; who baa reduced kings to submission. 

. 7. His son became distinguished as ProH-raja, the seat of the 
ambrosia of contemplation of the pair of.lotuses of S'iva'a feet. The 
spoiler of the prosperity (Saubbhi!.gya) of the beauties (wives) of 
his enemies, the destroyer of the pride of the chiefs of his enemies ; 
a lord of Lank& in respect to the pride of fighting without fear, in all 
directions. 

· 8. He, in battle (ProH-dja), an elephant bound down in an instant, 
S'rfmat Tailapa-deva, the head ornament ~f the Chalukyas, who was 
skilled in riding elephants, whose deep attention was continually directed 
to war, and who wu like a lotus. He (ProH-raja), celebrated for 
cutting off the bulb of his enemies, in an instant released him (Tailapa) 
on being pleased with his faithfulness. 

9. He also bound down and released Govinda-rnja, skilful beyond 
comparison in hewing the face of the forces by the sharp edge of his 
irresistible battle-axe, and gave the kingdom to King U daya. He 
(ProH-raja), invincible to hundreds of enemies, without pity, despoiler 
of (Govinda-dja) in the battle-field as if in sport, a master (or teacher) 
of the vows of heroes, this ProH-raja in anger attacked and shaved the 

IO. head ofGU.dhaha (?),the shameless lord of the great Mantra-kd.ta 
city, who bore the insignia of the boar on his breast, and who, when 
called on to fight by th~ king, ran away like a lamb to his city. 

11. And, secondly, he (ProH-dja) resisted Jagaddeva, whose beauty 
was like that of a god on earth, and who, accompanied by many Man-

s 
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dalika-rajas, had laid !liege io the city of Anumakonda, and who, being 
unable to accomplish his object, retired in an instant. How is it pos­
eible to describe sufficiently the glory of the prosperous Proli-raja 1 

12. Ria chief queen was Muppame, endowed with virtues, with 
fame like the moonlight in the S'arat season (October and November); 
with brilliant beiu1.ty beyond comparison ; virtuous like Kausaly' and 
J&nald, and great as KuRti, Lakshmi, Paulom( (the wife of Indra), and 
Chandik&. 

13. Of her was born for the good of the world a son named S'r[ 
Rudra-deva, a sprout of the chief bulb of supreme joy. Was he not 
Cupid himself 1 was he not Skanda, the son of S'iva or Jyanta, or 
Jishnu (Indra), the holder of the Vajra (thunderbolt), or Hari, or as 
As'vini Kumara 1 A humble devotee of S'ri Girisa. 

14. Th.is Rudra kiRg, defeated-repeatedly compelled to fly away by 
hundred.a of bright arrows, as if in sport, and as Arjuna defeated 
Karna-Doma, of exceedingly elegant prowess; and practised in leading 
(lit. riding) masses of tall and excellent cavalry; and returned to his 
city, which contained everything that is remarkable. 

15. [The transliteration of this verse is unsatisfactory, from imper­
fections in the copy, but I glean from it that Rudra-dcva defeated 
S'rimat Meliga-deva, ruler of a country called S'ripalav'8a.] 

16. The frightful mungoose Bhima overcame the cobra named 
Gokari:ia, who boasted of his bravery, and was of low family. In that 
state he was instantly destroyed, just as a house-mouse would be killed 
in great darkness by a young cat. 

17. The soul of Chodadaya-raja, an ornament of his race, wns 
frightened by the lustrous weapon of paralyzing fear produced from the 
prowess of S'rlmat Rudra. (the king), and departed to the higher regions 
as if from madness or forgetfulness, as if pursued by the great Bhuta 
(spirits), as if from agony and confusion. 

18. From sheer fright of the valorous king S'ri Rudradeva, King 
Tailapa was afflicted with diarrhrea and became emaciated. And 
although this resulted in death, Bbima veutured to succeed to the 
fleeting royal dignity. 

19. Just as a young jackall, surrounded by many younger ones, 
imagining himself to be n king, despises the rest of the world, and 
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filling-with his cries all the quarters, Rttempting to measure his strength 
with a lion, is nowhere at the fright of the shaking of the mane. 

20. So Bhlma, the vilest of kings, a brute among men, the husband 
of his step-mother, who killed an eminent brother at dinner, intent 
upon attempts at swallowing the skies, ascended the point of the great 
peak of the mountain of pride, increased by envy, ventured to defy the 
terrible S'rl Rudra-deva. 

21. Thereon, Rudra-vares1vara, hearing of the wealth of king Ilhlma, 
and having heard of his wicked acts from secret agents (or emissaries), 
commenced to make preparations for a successful expedition. He who 
was never opposed by an enemy with all the lines of his forces, with 
the palis (?) all armed, with joy quickly proceeded for S'ri ........... . 
. .. . . . . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . At the time of marching on his successful expedition, 
and at the beating of the Bheri (drum), the excitement (lit. sorrow) pro­
duced from its sounds, the masses of clouds dropped down, the earth 
trembled, the mountains shook. Kurma (the tortoise) was troubled; 
S'esha (the serpent) 1-,ecame insensible; the Diggajas (elephoots of the 
eight qua•: ;:~s) becam distressed. 

22. Du1°"2, .;he king's progress on the occasion of the unparalleled 
battle, the rajas frenzied and looking in all directions, when their ears 
filled by the deep reverberations of the Bheri, began to tremble through 
fear. From the fear of Rudra-deva, abandoned their treasures and 
homes, their horses and elephants on the road, their relatives at half­
way, their families in the forts. 

The king, having rapidly advanced a few steps, and like the pound­
ing of corn, the fire of his anger intensified by the knitting of his 
eyebrows, performed a (homa) sacrifice by offering the ancient city of 
Vardham8.na as a first holocaust. 

23. Bhlma was filled with terror at the sight of the king; as Ilh!mo 
(one of the Pa1:uJavas) was, at the sight of King Duryodhana (of the 
Kauravas); with trembling body, having abandoned everything, with 
his brother (or brothers), mother, and wife, shamelessly fled to the 
jungle. 

24. The king pursued him, and burnt, as Hanuman burnt Lanka, 
the minor town of Chodadaya (or Bodadnya), (a chief) comparable to 
the city of the gods, beautiful by the amorous sports of numbers of 
women. 

iras 
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25. Be cut down the jungle remarkable for its i.naccel8ible en· 
trances, and in the centre of the city be constructed a wonderful lake. 

26. Bow ia it poll8ible to deecribe the heroism of Rudra-dnB, the 
Lord of the earth 1 the destroyer of the pride of the 11mall family of 
K1hatriyu ; the poueBBOr of the wealth of the whole world ; the main 
11upport of the wealth produced from the womb of the illmtrious ocean 
of milk of the family of (King) Kar.i4dradaya Chodavl.Ill!& (of the 
Choda dynasty), jmt as RBma (Paras'u Rama) strung a liue of enemies 
hewn by his battle-axe. 

27. Seeing the march of the king'11 force&, the enemiea fled, and 
the earth was pounded by the hoofs of high-prancing steeds, and the 
sky was filled by numbera of beautiful umbrellas, and the eight 
quarters were occupied by masses ofChamaru, beautiful like a number 
of full-moons. 

28. Rajaa, like BMma, living between KB.ncM-mandala and to the 
Vindhya (mountain), of whom Rudra-deva was informed daily, having 
a vision of the assemblage of the wives of the immortals, fell into a 
trance for a long time, and, looking up for 11upport, returned to King 
Rudra. 

29. I praise the king Rudra. Be made hundred& of wise men, the 
mo.in veasel of his magnificence, and yet pride was not permitted to 
enter his heart. The occnn mo.king S'r( Purushottama (Vi!]hl}u) a 
vessel of its wealth, wakens the earth by the noise of its waves. 

[This verse is only one-half.] 

30. The king conducts himself in this world like Sat.nnand 
(Brahma), the latter being Nyagbh11tikrita.raja hansamakara, i. e. the 
one who has placed under him rows of royal geese (Ilrahma'11 Vahana 
is represented as being carried by geese) ; the same adjective belougs to 
the former; as one who pl11.ced royal geese (riljos) under him; BrahmR 
is Padmodbhn,·aikais'rayo, the chief support (of the world), born from 
the lotu11 ; the king is the aame, as he is the chief support of the pros­
perity of Padma (the goddess of wealth). Brahma is Kalpaklipt.agat, 
one who is destined to Ji,·c os long o.s the Knlpa; the king is also Kal­
pakliptagati, i. e. one having proper o.nd certain knowledge. 

:H. Rmlrn is Kes'n,·a (Kr~h1.1a) himself; the former is Satyasak­
tamo.na, i. e. ouc whose mind is iutcut ou truth ; Kes'u·a is the aaml', 
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i. t. one whose mind is devoted to Satya (i. e. to Satyabbamii, his wife). 
The one is Niraetanarakaklea'ah, i.e. he who baa removed the miseries 
of hell. Kea'ua is the eame, one who removed the terrore of Nara· 
kasura. The one is Lakshmyil.s'raya, the abode of Lakshmi (wealth); 
the other, the support (husband) of Lakshmi. 

The Olle ii Ppthv{bbpta, the protector of the earth ; IO ia Kea' ava. 
The one is Anantii.bhogamilalja, the abode of infinite enjoyment ; so ia 
Kea'ava, who 1leeps on the body of the serpent Ananta. The ~e is 
ever Dvijendrappyah, the lover of the best of Brilnnai.ias ; IO is Kea' ava, 
ever the friend of Dvijendra, the king of birds (garuda). The one is 
Dushtariahta vimardanah, the remover of evil calamities ; the other, the 
destroyer of the wicked Arishta (a giant). The one fulfils the wishes 
of the learned ; the other who grants the prayers of the gods (suma­
nas1&bhyarthitarthaprada). The one is gotraprodharanah, i.e. one who 
raises his family to distinction; the other raised gotra (the Govardhana 
hill). The one is Sudaraanadharah, i. e. he who holds good doctrines 
or"who looks excellent; the other is the holder of SudarWia, wheel or 
disc. 

32. Rudra-deva appears beautiful with the numerons rows of neck­
laces of the pearls (drops) dropping from the forehead of the tall 

·elephants in the incomparable battle-field ; he shone like heaps of the 
petals of blue lotuses, like the beautiful eyes of the wife (Psyche) of 
Cupid, the god who was in terror of Rudra's (S'iva's) anger. 

33. Whilst Rudra-deva ruled over the earth, the title of Raja was 
given only to the moon, not to the greatest among men. Roughneaa 
existed only in the Chandratilaka, not in the rich. Brightneu existed 
only in the sun, not in the multitude of enemies. The catching of 
hair was confined to the act of copulation (not in fighting). The 
holding of sticks was confined to Yatis (ascetics); no rla~a or fine we.a 

exacted from the mass of the people. Disputation wu confined to the 
_S',stras ( ) not in social intercourse. There was no ma­
thana (punishing) of the wicked; it was reserved only for the Arni 
wood (by rubbing which, fire is produced for the Agnihotra and Vedic 
sacrifices) . 

34. The extent of ·his charity was limited only by the relief of 
poverty ; of his might, by the destruction of his enemy ; of his wild.om, 
by that of the four-faced (Brahma); of his good qualities, by infioi-

5 • 
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tude ; of his brightness, by the heating of the sun ; of his fame by the 
three worlds. His attention to Dharma was without limit, and his 
mind was brilliant. 

35. Ocean I although thou art spread everywhere; although thou 
art exalted ; although thou art the single support of the great ; although 
thou art the birthplace of S'ri (wealth) ; although thy heart is inclined 
to favour ; although thou art the abode of gems, yet thou wert drunken 
by the pitcher-born (Agasti) and became Sattith. But the king 
Rudra (to whom the adjectives applied to the ocean are also applicable) 
is not as thou art ; and vainly do not try to rival him. 

36. Verily Rndra-deva was formed by the lotus-born (Brahma-den), 
&electing with joy-literally, from the Kalpa V pksha ; greatness from 
him of Golden-body's peak (Meru mountain) ; courage from the son of 
Das'ratha (Rama); strength, from Purabhit (Indra) ; gaiety (or depth) 
from the ocean ; beauty from him with the (Dragon) Makara flag 
(Cupid); love of learning from the teacher of the Suras (Brihaspati): 

37. The moon at present appears beautiful as the lily in his ocean 
of milk of success. The sun appears like the expanded lotus;· the 
moving cloud (lit. sky), like the blue lotus; the stars, like clear bub­
bles ; the quarters, like the coast ; the three worlds, like the series of 
waves. And how wonderful! Success to S'ri Rudra-deva I 

38. Imagine that to the successful prosperity approaching the vic­
torious Rudra-deva, and to the fame proceeding from him to the distant 
quarters across the stream of blood, having flesh for shining mud, the 
fallen heads of enemies cut off by the sword in battle served as step­
ping stones; and the spasmodic (lit. dancing) headless bodies sened as 
little boats. 

39. His city named Anumakonda is like the capital of the goddess 
of wealth, and prospers from th!! sword and battle-axe residing there 
permanently. It is rati-mati (beloved) like the city of Cupid, which ii. 
rati-mati (having Psyche in it) and full of S'ringara (gay life). Like 
the city of the great Indra with Ji~hi;m, Vi~h1;m (Anumkonda haviug 
temples of J~hiP and Vish1;m) and the sports of Rambh6. (Rambha 
vil8aa) whilst Anumkonda had Rambhil ,-ilusa, i. e. abundance of 
plantain tree11. 

40. In it women are l\lnkarketu's (Cupid's) firrnurite residence 
(lit. capital city), whose eyt>s nre like tht> petals of the full blue lily, 
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whose bodies are spare, and. who are the frontal ornaments of the most 
beautiful women in the three worlds, and who are bowed down by high 
and full breasts. 

41. Where in the houses of the chief of the twice-born, the parrots, 
though prevented, commit to memory, along with the little boy, the 
Vedas, with all their Angas and all their deliberations with their Padas 
and Krama, and which (the Vedas) are the objects of study by the 
virtuous. 

42. Where the five words of young parrots picked up from expres­
sions dropt during amatory intercourse, and which (words) are like the 
full moon to the tempestuous ocean of the excitement of desire of gal­
lants in the habitations of harlot3, are in daytime heard in all directions. 

43. The body of cavalry of S'rl Rudra-deva does not jump across 
the sky, only because it is the footmark (Pada) of Vi~h9u. It does 
not touch the earth with its feet, because it (the earth) is a god (cow). 
It fills all the quarters in the battle-field by its prancing; threatening 
the enemies every day, it causes them to fly and slays them. 

44. His horses were of beautiful make, of low voice, and possessed 
of all the iHustrious qualities mentioned in the varioll'S treatises on 
the horse, with a body full of agility and strength, hardy and trained 
in the five kinds of paces. 

45. His extensive dominions reached the shores of the ocean (lit. 
salt sea) and to the .S'r( S'aila mountains in the south, as far as the 
western countries, as far as Cuttak (in the east). On the north, 88 far 
88 the fine country of Malyavanta (the country in the neighbourhood). 
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ART. VI.-lleV1'sed Translation of th~ Inscription on the Bhftari 
Lat, By BaA'u DA'n', Esq., Hon. Mem. R. A. Society. 

Read 13th April 1871. 

The destroyer of all kings, an un&urpasaable wnrrior in the world, 
whose victory is saturated by the four seas; comparable to Dhanada, 
V1uuq.a, Indra, Antaka; whose battle-axe is deadly; the ginr of 
crores of gold (pieces) and of innumerable cows affording hundreds of 
benefits; the performer of the A&'vaml'Clha (hcirse-sacrifice) neglected 
for a long time : the great-grandson of M aharaja S' ri Gupta ; the grand 
son of Maharlija S'ri Ghatotkacba; the son of Maharajadhireja S'ri 
Chandragupta; the son of LicchRVi's daughter ; born of Mahadev( 
Kumar11devf, (was) Mah&rnjadhiraja S'ri Samudragupta; his son, born 
of his married wife Mahadev( (Queen) Datta-Devi (wa~) Mahiipratiratha 
(the great unsurpassable warrior), Parama Bh&gavata (the eminent 
devotee of Bhagavana [God]), Maharajadhiraja (the great king of 
kings) S'd Chandragupta (2nd) his son, intl'nt on his (father's) 
feet, was born of Mahaderi (Queen) Dhruva-Dev( Parama Bh&gavata 
Maharajudhiraja S'ri Kumara Gupta, whose talent and natural strength 
became renowned ; whose glory is great; the son of this greRt lord of this 
earth was by name Skandagupta, whose wealth WB! like that of the 
gods: on the lotus of whose feet lay hundreds of hostile kings, whose 
glory is ex tensive ; the lord of the earth ; powerful in the strength of his 
arms in the world; an unparalleled hero in the GuptR dynasty, whose 
grl'at glory is spread in all directions ; who by his good qualities suffer­
ed not the virtuous state of the righteous to be destroyed, and reused 
his soul ........................ to attain (a high state 7); who gradually, 
by gre11t strength, eminent virtues, prowess, and by daily fighting 
battles, having obtained all he wished of the enemies intent upon 
gaining victory [unintelligible], bent upon re-establishing the lost pros­
pects of the family, made the ground his bed for three months, and 
having taken (Pushya) mitra, whose strength and treRSures had been 
eminently on the increase, he placed (his) left foot on the seat of the 
fel't of kings (i.e. he conquered other kings). By those who attack 
with impetuosity, and by those the j>roweas of whose arms is 
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annihilated .................................................................... by 
mercy and bravery. Whose life of pure (white) glory is duly sung 
with joy by young and old' in all quarters. Who conquered his ent'­
miea by the pro\!Pesa of his arms. Who, after hi& father went to heaven. 
He recovered the lost wealth of the kingdom, as Kr~h~, after destroy­
ing his enemies, approached (his mother) Devaki, with joy he repaired 
to his mother, who was full of tears, to say that he had couquered ....• 
Having repaired the ruinPd Upendra·chalita (a temple of Yamana, an 
incarnation of Vi~h~u): with his two arms, having conquered the earth. 
and having shown daily mercy to the distressed; wl-.ose beauty w.u 
every day like that of the full moon. was neither filled with pride nor 
with despair. The community of A'ryu elltertained him with songs, 
praises, and hundreds of poems ................•..•..•..•..••.................. 
In battle, had come to fight with lllinas ?-with bath arma and trem­
bling of the earth created fearful whirlpools . • .•••... arrows to enemies 
.....•.............•. diotinguished ..•............... in the ear, the sound of 
the Ganges ....•.....•.....•. father's fame .•.....•..•..•..•..••.•....... with 
ingenuity ....•............. the image of Sharngpiiqi Vi~hl].U waa made by 
. Supratita 1 Having established this imRge of Vi~hq.u here, he whose 
government is fully established, for the increase of lhe merits of his 
father, gave this villRge (in charity). This imag.e of Bhagavana to 
whom here(?) .••..•....•. Both were given by the merit.orio.us Skanda­
gupta for the increase of the merit ol his father . 

.,5;"""'..... ·-~ Eiif(l'*ii"'UCf: lff~llf~ ~t'>~ll;.C1~1'.I~ l:f-R'Cr-
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ART. VII.-Reviaed In1cription on ths Delhi ''Iron'' (Metal) 
Pillar at Kootub Minar, with. Reinarb. BY BsA'u D.a.' n', 
Esq., Hon. Mem. R. A. Society. 

Bead 18th April 1871. 

He, on whose arm glory ia written with the sword, when he repeat­
edly turned back his combined enemie1 in the battle-field in the VangAll 
(Bengal 7); who, having 1wum across ·the eeven months of the Sindhu 
(Indus), conquered the Bwhiku in battle, the breezes of whose proweH 
still waft incense to the South Sea; who, having left the earth (go) as 
if in sorrow, resorted to the other go (heaven) ; who went to the land 
of his deserts ( actions) with his (bodily) form, but with his glory 
remained on this earth ; who destroyed the remnant of his enemies ; 
whose heroism, like a great smouldering fire in a great jungle, does not 
yet leave the earth ; and who by the prowe11 of his arms secured in this 
world an incomparable empire for a long time; whose counteunce w.s 
beautiful like the full moon ; thi1 Lord of the earth, named Chandra, 
.having by means of faith in Vi,hl}u fixed hi1 mind, erected thia tall 
flag-post of Bhagavana Vifbt;1u in V~b9upada-giri (the hill of V~hi;iu's 
feet). 

Tra1U1littration into Sanaltrit of tlit Rtr:iatd Facnmile of tlae 
Inacription on tlae Dellai "Iron" or Mttal Pillar. 

6 * 
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~ ~~~ Wrt ~~ f~~r 
:ci il r o@: "I Et it q ~a~ CfiJi[So;flf r«crr 
~ ~ ~qr'a"tr ~~ ~ irffl" 
11'f!T~ flr{t ~ fcrmrMll~INCI: 

REMARKB.-1 e:ramined the so-called "Iron" Pillar or Lat at Delhi 
in 1862. I am satisfied that iron forms no portion of the monument, 
and that it ii a compound of several metals. It is 22l feet abot'e 
the ground, and 5 feet 3 inches in circumference. 

I consider the transliteration and translation published in the 
Journal of the Bengal Asiatic Society (vol. vii.. pp. 629-31) as materially 
incorrect. There is no such name as Dhava, who has hitherto been 
lltpposed to be the prince who erected the pillar in commemoration of 
his proweBS. Mr. E. ThomRs, in his edition of Prinsep's Essays (Vol. i., 
p. 3HI), observes that "the hero of this record remains for the present 
unidentified with any potentate named in local annRls, or with a11y 
sot'ereign whose place in history might be determined approximately 
from numismRtic RSsociations." 

I have no doubt that the nRme of the Raja who constructed the 
pillar is ChRndrR Raja. He nppears to me to be of the NerwRr kings, 
whose coins are described by General Cunningham in the Journal of the 
Bengal Asiatic Society (No. Ill. of 1865). Amongst the coins delineated 
is one which has the name "Chnndra" on it. General Cunningham, 
however, supposes this " Chandra " to be Chandragupta of a later 
date. 

But amongst the coins of the Chanrlraguptas there is none bearing 
any great similRrity to this coin. And as the name is simply" ChRndra," 
there are no good grounds for Rdding "gupta:• to it. 

As the inscription is short, consisting only of six lines, I have but few 
remarks to make. 

The character of the letters engraved shows them to be later than 
the time of the GuptRs. The cross line across the top of each letter is 
only seen after the lime of the Gupt11s. The letters correspond most 
to the inscriptions of the Maukhari dynRsty, ou two riliaraa or caves in 
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Behu, viz. those of Ananta V11rma at Nagbjuna and Barabara. These 
inscriptions have also been revised, and a more accurate decipherment 
1111d translation will be submitted. The letter V11 is similar to Ba. 

The alphRbet belongs in my opinion to the end of the fifth or be­
ginning of the sixth century of the Christian era. 

It is difficult to make out where the temple of Vi~hl}u and the 
Vi~h1;1Upada-giri were situated, although in the Masjid or buildings 
around, there are stones which originally belonged to Jain, S'aiva, and 
V11i~hi:iava temples of the 10th or 11th century of the Christian er11. 

My copy of the inscription differs in every line from the copy 
·published in Prinsep's Journal. What is read as "Dhavena" is really 

"bhavena." "Dhvaja" is really "bhuja," and what has been read 
"ChRndrarkena" is "ChandraYhena." The mistake arises from adding 
a curved stroke to the letter Vha, on the left side at the middle. 

!Ira s 
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ART. VIII.-A Devanagari TransC'ript and Dale of a new Valabl,.i 
Oapperplate, and a t1cw Interpretation of the figured Datea 
on the published Grants of the Valabhi Dynasty. Dy Pro­
fessor RAllXBIBBNA GoPAL BBANDARXAB. 

Read 11th January 1872. 

The Vala.bbl copperplate a DevanAgarl transcript of which I submit 
to the Society to-day was put into my hands by Mr. Burgess about 
two months ago. My translation of it, with remarks, has already ap­
peared in the first number of the Indian Antiquary. I will therefore 
to-day proceed to the consideration of its date, and of those of all 
the Valabhl plates hitherto discovered and published. 

In this copperplate the date is given in figures, thus TGJO. The 
first symbol consists of a vertical line having at the lower end a circula.r 
loop with a point coming out on the right, and at the top a stroke 
consisting of two small curves on the left and a small curvilinear stroke on 
the right. This symbol, more or less modified, is often met with in the 
Yalabhi copperplates and the Surashtran coins. The second consists of a 
circle with a smaller one touching it internally, and the last resembles 
the modern Devanagari~ nz. Before endeavouring to interpret this date, 
it must be premised that the value of the ancient Sanskrit numerals does 
not depend on position. Ea.ch symbol has a fixed value where\·er it 
may be placed. The first figure in the present case has always been 
understood to signify three hundred. from the evidence of Dr. Bum's 
Chilukya and Gurjara plates. But subsequently, when it was fowtd on the 
coins of fourteen or fifteen different kings of the Snh dynasty, a doubt 
was thrown on the receiTed interpretation. Mr. Thomas, on a careful 
<>hserva.tion of the numerals on these coins, found a variation in the form 
and number of the side-strokes, from which he gathered that the value 
of the symbol was, in some manner unknown to him, modified by 
these strokes.* But the exact signification of these was gi,·en by our 

• J~mw.l ll . .A. 8., Vol. XU., p. 35, note. 
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learned Vice-President, Dr. Bhau Daji. In his paper* on the Ancient 
Sanskrit Numerals he tells us that the symbol without the right-hand 
strokes represents one hundred ; with one stroke it signifies two hundred; 
and with two, three hundred. Dr. Bhau's conclusions are based chiefly 
on the numerals found in the Nasik cave-inscriptions. I have carefully 
examined Mr. West's lithographst of these, and I am convinced of the 
truth of this view. In the same inscription (No. 25) the numbers 
•one hundred' nnd 'two hundred' occur in words as well as figures. The 
figures are 7 and 7, the first having no side-stroke, while the second 
has one. In the same manner, in No. 16, the words corresponding to 
'two thousand' and 'three thousand' occur in the fifth and fourth lines, 
ond nlong with them the symbol for a thousand with one side-stroke in 
the first cnse and with two in the ~econd. In other places also we find 
the same, so that there can, I think, be no reasonable doubt as to the 
truth of Dr. Bhil1fs theory. It is also confirmed by the numerals on 
the Surashtran coins.t 

The symbol for one hundred in the present copperplate has, besides 
the two side-strokes, a circular loop at the lower end. I first thought 
that this represented another stroke on the left-hand side, so that the 
whole expressed four hundred. But from the NO.Sik inscriptions§ 
I find thnt the wny of representing four hundred or four thousand wns 
by annexing the figure equivalent to four to the symbol for o hundred 
or a thousand. And in thefacsimile of one of Dr. Bum's Gurjaro cop­
perplates given by Prof. Dowson, II in which the date 385 is given in 
words as well as figures, I find that the first symbol has a loop similar 
to that in the present plate. There can, therefore, be no doubt, I 
think, that the first figure here represents three hundred. The loop 
is merely a flourish. 

The endeavours to decipher the figures in the place of tens have 
not been so succeBSful. We know the symbols for ten, forty, eighty, 
nnd ninety; but of the rest we do not know some nt nil, ond hove 
but on imperfect knowledge of the others. Dr. Bhuu quotes on 
inscription from Karlen, in which a symbol somewhat resembling 

• J011rnaZ B. B. R. A. 8., Vol. VIII., No. 24. 
t Jonrnal D. D. R. A. 8., Vol. VIL, No. 22. 
:t Mr. Jusl.ico Nowton'a paper, pp. 27, 28, Jo11rnal B. D.R. A. 8., Vol. VII., 

No. 22. 
§ lllr. West's lithographs Nos. 17 and 18. 
11 Jo111.,wl ll. A. S., Yol. I., New Serie~. 
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the second figure in the present plate is given, with its value 
stated in words, as 'twenty.' Other considerations also show that the 
figure must be thus interpreted. It occurs twice in the N asik inscription 
No. 25. In both places Dr. Stevenson takes it to be equal to twenty,* 
. but Dr. Bhau attaches that value to it in one plac.e, and in the other 
the symbol appears to have escaped his attention, since he gives in his 
paper on the Numeralst the value of the second figure in it only, which 
is four. The figure occurs in that inscription at Nasik which is con­
sidered to be a deed of sale, and the deed is there said to have been 
executed at the orders of Gotamlputra in the year represented by the 
symbols. In another inscription (No. 26), in which Gotamlputra's 
exploits are enumerated, his wife assigns the cave in which it occurs 
for the use of religious mendicants in the 19th year of Padumayi. 
Doth these things, therefore, took place in his reign, and very shortly 
after each other. The symbol under consideration cannot have been 
intended for ten; for that number is represented by a totally differ­
ent mark. It stands therefore, very likely, for 20. The same figure 
occurs on a coin of Vieva Sah, the 15th kiug in Mr. Newton'st list. 
The second figure on his other coins is that which we know represents 
10, and the whole date appears to be 21 i. The former symbol, therefore, 
must stand for 20. The last figure in our grant resembles, as I ham 
said, our modem ,, and that has generally been considered its value. 
The symbol occurs in one of Dr. Bhau's quotations~ with the word~. 
signifying aix, after it. The date of the present grant is therefore, I 
feel sure, 326. 

This grant is by Dharasena IV., the great grandson of Dharasena 
IL, as I have shown in the genealogical table.II But the figured date of 
the copperplate of this last monarch deciphered and translated by l\lr. 
Wathen is usually considered to refer to the fourth century of some ern. 
Mr. Prinsep, and Mr. Thomas** interpret it as equal to 300 + some 
undetermined quantity. The Rev. Philip Andersontt thinks it to be 
330. Dr. Bhau, in his paper on the Numerals, gives five dates with 
their fac1imiles from Valabhl plates. None of these latter resembles the 

• Journal B. B. R. A. S., Vol. V., p. 4S. t p. 228, under Ce.ve No. 23. 
t Joumal B. B. R. A. S., Vol. VII., p. 28, and Mr. Thoma.s's paper on the 

S.'1h Dynasty, J. R. A. S., Vol. XII., p. 50. 
§ Sanskrit thin Numel'als, p. 229, under Ce.ve No. 4. II Ind. A11t., .No. I. 
~ J. A. S. B., Vol. VII., p. 349. H Pe.por on 1he SAh Dynasty, p. fl, noto. 

tt J. B. B. R. A. 8., \'ol. III., p 216. 
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dRte in any of the three grants I know of, but the one which is some­
what like that in ~Ir. Wathen's plate is interpreted by him as 332. In 
the same volu~e of the Journal, however, in another paper,* he assigns 
to Dharasena II. the dates 322 and 326, which, by the way, are not to he 
met with in the former list. If, then, I have interpreted the date in the 
present copperplate correctly, and if, at the same time, Mr. Anderson 
and Dr. Bhau are right in their readings of the dates of Dharasena II., 
it follows that Dharasena IV. reigned at Valabhl 'four or six years 
before his great grandfather, or in the aame year as he, or only four 
years after him. And even if we assign to the odd number of the 
date in Mr. Wathen's plRte the least possible value, viz. 12, and consider 
the dnte to be 312, fourteEn years is too short a time for five reigns, or 
for the great grandson to come to the throne aft.er his father, uncle, 
grandfather, and great-grnndfather. The supposition that the eras 
used by the two monarchs may have been different is, I think, unrea­
sonable. One of two conclusions then must follow. Either my reading 
of the date of the present grant is wrong; or Mr. Anderson, Dr. Bhllu, 
and other antiquarians, have assigned a wrong date to Dharasena II. 
Fortunately, in this difficulty, Mr. Wathen's copperplate happens to he 
in the Museum of this Society. On examiniug the date, which is 7~ ~ 
it will be found that the figure representing hundreds has only one side­
stroke. And even in Mr. Wathen's lithographed copy given in the fourth 
volume of the Bengal Asiatic Society's Journal, and in Mr. Prinsep's 
table of the numerals in the seventh volume, the symbol has one stroke. 
All subsequent writers, however, and even Mr. Prinsep in another 
place,t add one more. It thus appears that the first figure in the 
grant of Dharasena II. is equivalent to 200. But this does not altogether 
remove the difficulty. The effect of this new reading would be to throw 
back Dharasena II. by a whole century, if the other two figures were 
to have the same value as that hitherto assigned to them. And I shall 
presently show thllt a century's interval between Dharasena II. and 
his great-grandson would be too long. The question then is, what value 
should be assigned to the other two figures, which are ;7,,... Our know­
ledge of the symbols for tens is, as I have observed before, imperfect. 
Something like the second figure in Mr. Wathen's plate occurs in Dr. 
Bhau's quotation from the A'bhira t inscription at Nusik, and he inter. 
prets it ns 2. But I dC? not find the figure in Mr. West's§ lithograph of 

• p. Zl5. t 8. A. 8. Jour., Vol. VII., p. 349. :t P.1pcr on the Numerals. 
~ No. 15, l 10. 
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the inscription; and instead of that, there is after the word i: (two) 
the usual symbol of that number, viz. two short horizontal strokes. 
In the table given by him in the same paper I again observe the sym­
bol opposite to the number 20.• But Dr. Bhau has given no authority 
for assigning that value to it, and I am inclined to think that it is a 
misprint for the figure which has now been interpreted as 20. In fix­
ing the value of the symbol under consideration, it should be home -in 
mind that the same minister, Skandabha!a, executed the grant of 
Dharasena II., and also the present one. Dr. Burn's copperplates have 
acquainted us with the symbols for eighty and ninety; and from the 
Nasik and other cave-inscriptions we have been able to determine the 
values of three more, viz. those for ten, twenty, andforty.t The figure 
in Mr. Wathen's copperplate does not resemble any of these five. It 
must therefore be interpreted as thirty, .fifty, 1izty, or 1e1Jenty. If these 
values were assigned to it successively, the date would be 232, 252, 262, 
or 272 (the last figure, consisting of two simple strokes, clearly repre­
senting 2), and Skandabha~'s tenure of office would be 94, 74, 64, or 
54 years. The 111Bt number must be accepted as the most probable, and 
it thus determines the date to be 272, and hence the symbol must be 
understood to represent 1etienty. A tenure of 54 years would not be too 
long for nny individual holder of an hereditary office, though there 
would be a very great degree of improbability in the supposition of each 
of three or four members of a family holding it successively for as long 
a period. George I II. reigned for 60 years, but the reigns of George IV. 
and William IV. were very short. The symbol the value of which I have 
been discussing bears a sufficient resemblnnce, making allowance for 
the difference of time, to that for aefJenty in Rudra Diima's Girnar in­
scription, in which ~he date 72 is given in words anrl figures. Mr. Prin­
sep's transcriptt of it is J, General Jacob's and Mr. Westergaard's§ 'J, 
and Dr. Bbi.u's J-. Dr. BhOu'sll differs from the other two in having a 
stroke on the right-hand side, and this makes it look rather like 40. 
Of the three, it resembles the figure in Mr. Wathen's plate the least, 
the other two being more like it. . 

• p. 231. 
t In hie table Dr. Bhau gives symbols for 30 and 70, but I have not been able 

to llud his evidence for them in hie poper. One or thosM he puts down under 70 la 
very unlike the transcript ho hlm•elf gives of the symbol for that number occurring 
In Rudm D6m11'• inscription. And 1he transcript is, as I have shown further on, 
different from that givm by two previous trnnscribera. 

t Jo,.r. B. A. S., Vol. VII., p. 334, lith. 
§ Jour. B. II. R. A. 8., Vol., I., p. 1411, lilh., I. 4. 
II Jour. H.B. R • .A. S., Vol. VII., No. 22 litb., I. 4. 
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Mr. Wathen's second copperplate is also in the Musenm of this 
Society. It resembles in most respects Dr. Bum's No. 4, a modem 
Devanagar{ transcript of which is given in the seventh volume of the 
Bengal Society's Journal. The grantor in both cases is the same. 
He was, as I have shown,* SHuditya II., the third king after Dhara­
sena IV., the grantor in the present plate. The figured date of both is 
at' f.I ~. t The first symbol htands for 300, and the last for 6. The value 
of the second, which resembles the letter aa fJ, has generally been 
taken to be 70. But we have already assigned that value to a totally 
different symbol, and if this also were taken to represent 70 the date of 
these two plates would be 376; i.e. the interval between Dharasena IV. 
and S'Haditya II. would be 50 years, and that between this latter king 
and Dharasena II. 104 years. The minister who prepared the deed 
in SllG.ditya's time was Madana Bala, the son of Skandabha~a, so that 
this reading would §';ive to the father and son together a tenure of the 
office for at least 104 years. But, as I have already remarked, the son 
holds an hereditary office only for a short time if the father has enjoyed 
it for a long time. Each year added to the father's tenure must, it 
appears to me, be taken away from the son's. There is probably no 
instance in history of a father and son holding an office in succession 
for 104 years. I think, therefore, that the second symbol in these 
places cannot ha'l"e been meant for 70. The only ltna now avail­
able in fixing the value of this symbol arc 30, 50, and 60, the rest 
h~,·ing been already appropriated. 30 would not do, as the resulting 
date 336 would limit the dur11tion of three reigns to ten years. Si:rty 
would, like aeventy, give, I think, too long 11. time to Skandabha~a's son. 
But even if it should be thought otherwise, the dates on the Sah coins 
appear to support the interpretation of the symbol under consideration 
as equal to 50 rather than 60. For after Rudra Sah,t the twelfth in 
Mr. Newton's list, reigned in succession his two sons, Vis'va Sinha and 
Atri Dama, then his grandson Vien Siih, son of Atri Dama, and after 
some interval his third son, Asa Dama. One of Rudra Sah's coins 
bears the date 197, one of Atri Dama's 214, one of Vieva Sub's 227, and 
one of Asa Dama's a date the second symbol in which is the one we haYe 
been considering. The most probable values in this case are 30 and 40, 
for a coin of his predecessor bears the date 227. Ilut 40 has another 
nud well-ascertained symbol ; and 30 I have rejected above on indepen-

• I11d • .A11t., No. 1. 
t Jou!'. H • .A. S.1 Vol. VII., p. 349. t Jour, B. B. R. A. S., Yol. VII. 
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dent grounds. The value which ranks next in probability is 50 ; GO 
would render ASa. Dama's reign too long, and make him live about 
40 years, or 33 at least, after his second brother. The date of Mr. 
Wathen's second copperplate and of Dr. Bum's, the grantor in both of 
which is Sfliiditya II., appears thus to be 356. Dr. Bhau gives under 
one Siladitya the date 338,* and under another 346 and 348. He does 
not tell us whether these are his interpretations of the figures in the 
two copperplates l have been speaking of, out if they are, I do not 
know on what anthority he takes the symbol resembling the le~r lV 
11a to represent 30 or 40. In his own table of numerals he does not put 
the symbol under 30 or 40, nor does it occur there at all. My conclu­
sions therefore are that the figure 1'/ stands for 50 and :;'1 for 70, and 
that the date of the grant of Dharasena II. discovered by Mr. Wathen 
iS 272, and not 330, 332, 326, 322, or 300 and odd, as given by the 
various writers I have quoted, of Dharasena IV. 326, and of S'ila­
ditya II. 356, and not 375. The interval between Dharasena II. and 
S'lladitya II. is thus 84 years, and not 40 or 45 as the interpretations 
of the dates hitherto received have led Indian antiquarians to suppose. 
According to Dr. Bhali the whole dynasty did not last for more than 
40 years.t The reason generally given is that though there were many 
successions to the glsdi during the interval, only one minister and his 
son served all the kings. But there is, I submit, no impossibility what­
ever in the circumstance of a father and his son holding an office for 
84 years between them. Henry III. and Edward I. reigned in England 
for 91 years. And 40 or 45 years is certainly too small a period for 
seven or eight reigns. It appears to me very improbable that a son of 
the great-grandson of a king should be reigning only about 45 years 
after him. And S'Haditya II., the grantor in Mr. Wathen's second 
plate, was the son of the great-grandson of Dharasena II., as I have 
shown in the genealogy referred to above. 

The question remains,-To what era are these dates to be referred? 
A good many antiquarians refer them to Vikrama's, and some to that 
of the Valabh{ dynasty itself. Mr. Thomas, however, thinks the era 
used to be the Saka,t and our learned Vice-President, Dr. Bhau, has 
consistently maintained this for many years. My humble opinion coin-

• Jour. B. B. R. A. 8., Vol. VIII., p. 2~5. 

t Peper on the Stih Dynasty. 

tiiid. 
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cides with Dr. Bhi1d's. Not only do we find the words S'aka-K&la 
used in those records of the period in which the era is specified, but I 
think there is a reason why that era should have been used. The 
name S'aka-nripa-Kala. or the era of the S'aka king, and the fact 
of the existence of such an era, show that there was a great king from 
whose date it originated, that he and his descendants governed the 
country, and that he was a foreigner and belonged to a tribe known to 
the Indian A' ryas by the ·name of S' akas. Now, from the cave-inscriptions 
and the Surashtra coins, we find that the whole of Gujerat and a great 
.,art of Mah.trashtra. with some adjacent countries, were for about three 
~enturies governed by kings who called themselves K11katrap1111. Though 
a Sanskrit etymology has been given to the word, there can be no 
question that it is of foreign origin and is the same as the Persian 
~ord Satrap. The earliest person who is known to have borne the 
title was N ah&pai;r.a., spoken of in the cave-inscriptions as the K11katrapa 
of a king named Kshaharata. Another Satrap was called Chashtana. 
These three names are unquestionably foreign and are considered to be 
Parthian. The name Sah of the Satrap dynasty of Surashtra is also not 
of Sanskrit origin. It appears, therefore, that the kings who bore the 
title of Kshatrapas were Parthian by descent, though they were 
afterwards domiciled in the country, used the Sanskrit language, and 
look Sanskrit names. N ahapai;r.a or his sovereign, or any one else who 
conquered this portion of India and established the Satrap dynasty, 
must have been the S1aka king from whom the era originated. And 
lJshavadi1ta., the son-in-law of Nahapai:ia, is called a S'aka in one of the 
Nasik inscriptions.* The era must have been used by the dyn11sty 
itself, and conseq_uently by the people, just as we at the present day, 
l!ven in· our private transactions, use the Christian era. When the 
Satraps were superseded by the Valabh{s in Stir6sh~ra, and by the 
CMlukyas in Maharashtra., the same era to which the people had been 
accustomed for about three centuries must have continued in use, and 
been used by the conquering dynasties themselves. After the Marath&s 
had put down the Mahomedans and established their sway, they al­
ways used the Mahomedan era., sometimes alor;ig with, but often 
without, the S' aka, notwithstanding the endeavours of Shivnji to Sans­
kritize his Durbar. And this Mahomedan era continued to be used 

•No. U, Jour. B. B. R . .A. S., Vol. VII., Nn.12. 
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even by British Mamledan, Mahalkam, and Munsifs in their official 
letters until recently. From what has taken place in recent times, we 
may infer what must have occurred fifteen centuries ago. If we hue 
eeen the Mara\ha RajU.s and the Brahmay. Peshwas UBing the Maho­
medan era, notwithstanding that they had the ad'f'lmtage of another 
more ancient, we should certainly expect to find the Valabhls and the 
Chalukyas using the era of the Satraps whom they succeeded, especially 
•hen they had no other. 

And if we refer the Valabhi dates to the era of the 81 aka kings, we 
lli'rive at an intelligible starting-point for the Valabhi era, ascertained 
by Col. Tod to have commenced in 319 A.D. The date 272 of the 
grant of Dharaaena II. if referred to the era of Vikrama is equal to 
216 A.D., i.e. the Valabhl era must be supposed to have originated 
103 years after Dharasena's grant was executed. But it is difficult to 
conceive what event in the history of those kings so important as to 
give rise to a new era could have taken place at that time, except it 
be the overthrow of the dynasty or the destruction of Valabh{. But we 
have no evidence to show that there was a revolution in the country in 
319 A.D. Valabhl was the capital of a kingdom in the time of Hwan 
Thsang, and the overthrow of a reigning family does not appear to me 
to be such an occurrence as would give rise to a new era called after 
the family. It would in such a case bear the name of the conqueror, 
and not of the conquered. If, however, the date 272 were referred to 
the Saka-KB.la, it would be equivalent to 350 A.D., i.e. it would show 
that Dharasell!l II. was reigning at Valabhl in the 31st year of the era 
of his family. The best starting"point for the era is, in my opinion, the 
coronation of Droi;ia-Sinha, the second son of Bha~:1rka. The latter had, 
no doubt, laid the foundations of the greatness of the family, but he and 
his first son did not assume the title of King, and were called Senapatis or 
Commanders of forces. Drona-Sinha is the first member of the dynasty 
to whom the title of Maharaja or King is given in Mr. Wathen's 
first copperplate, and he is there spoken of as having been crowned by 
the only sovereign of the whole world, whoever he may have been. 
The independence of the Valabhl kings therefore dates from this event. 
After Droi;ia-Sinha, his two brothers governed the kingdom successively. 
The reigns of brothers succfeding each other cannot be very long, 
and even Guhasena, the son of Dharapatt.a the last brother, and father 
of Dharasena II., must have been a pretty old man when he began to 
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rei~, for he came to the throne after his three unclea and his father. 
J)roq.a-Sinha also must have received the title of Mahir,ja some years 
after he succeeded his brother. I therefore thi.ok that 31 yeara is a 
•ufficiently loqg period for a portion of the reign of Dr~Sinha. and 
the whole reigns of his two brothers and Guhasena. These considera­
tions, in my opinion, go a great way towards showing that the Valabb( 
princes used tbe era o( tlte Sake, kings. Mr. Fergusson refers the 
dates in the grants to the Valabltl eta*; but it ia difficult to conceive 
how it sltould Q&ve escaped his notice that 272 years-or, according to 
the qld reading, 330 yee,rs-ia far too long a tiine for the reigns or 
Bha4&rka, his four sons, and bis gr&Qdson Gubasena, supposing even 
that the era began from the date of the original founder of tqe 
dynasty, and not from that of Drnq.a-Sinha's coronatiQD. 

The conclusions, then, at which I arrive are-that the date of the 
grant of Dbarasena II. discovered by Mr. Wathen is 272 Saka. corre­
sponding to 350 A.D.; that of the present grant is 326 Saka or 404 
A·D·~ an.d that of those of SU&ditya II. is 356 Saka, i. e, 434 A.D. 

Since the above was written, Mr. BurgeBB has kindly plaoe«! in my 
hands the second halves of two copperplate grants of the dynasty found 
in the ruins of Valabhl. Both are greatly damaged, but the smaller 
one more so than tbe other. The surface was at fir.st covered ol"er by 
a thick crust of some hard but brittle substance, so that the letters were 
uot distinct. What was observable on the smaller plate was the sign. 
manual of the king and the date. But the date without the name of 
the grant.or was of little use. I then placed the plates in a vessel 
containing water mixed with tamarind for a whole night, and the next 
morning, when the bard substance had softened a little, scratched it off 
with a knife. The letters are now more distinct. In the first line of 
the smaller plate the following words oc~ur ::-W<.<i\'iq!q~41M..:c~­
~tC4fl~il'ilili q(liilr't"I«: ~ •••• Sri Sil& ... whose second name 
Dharm&ditya was procured for him by his enjoyment of prosperity 
being ... " The part of the plate containing the syllables ~forming 
the latter part of the name and two. or three words more is broken off. 
The~ follow the words'!f'Th.<llAf't~, after which some letters are 

Jour. a. A. S.., Vol. IV., N. S., p. 90, 
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illegible; and then ~i•tiit'ljqtCl'!f<iffl,_"ij, "com~e,nds 'Be it ko,own tq 
you.' " - Dharmilditya, we know, l\'&8 another name of S~lilditya, son of 
Dharasena II., and the words preceding bis name in otl::\er plates are the 
same as here. The grantor, therefore, is Sil4ditya I. The date is ':J'Of$1, 
The first figure has one side-stroke only, on l\'hich account it represents 
200. The second is that wlµch stands for 80 in Dr. Burn's plates. The 
common chord, however, on which the se.gments here stanc~ is no,t quite 
a straight line, and the whole has the appearaQce of two irregular circles 
touching each other. But the figure occurs in this slightly mQdified 
form on some coins* of the Sah dynasty. The lo.st figure is 6, so that 
the whole date is 286. This remarkably confirms my reading of th.e 
date of Mr. Wathen's first plate, and especially of the second figure in 
it. If the date of this grant of the ~O.D, 11,11d ~uccessor of Dharasena U· 
is 286, that of one of Dharasena himself may well be 272. 

These two plates, broken and mutilated as they are, are very interest­
ing. Those hitherto discovered record grants of land to Brahm9..Q,S, b~ 
in these I observe grants made to Buddhistic Vili6ra11 or monasteries 
for the support of the mendicant priests from " the four quarters reside 
ing in them ;" as well as for providing the me&fl.S of worshipping tqe 
great Buddhas, such as incense, t\owcrs, and lamp-oil. The grant in 
the larger plate is t~ a vih,ara CQnstructed at the village of Y odhavaka, 
by the miqister Skandabhata, who appears to have been a pious 
Buddhist. We thus see that th~ Valabhi kings patroni~d BrahmaQ,S 
as well as Buddhists, and sectariall animosity did not exist. Buddhisiq 
still flourished side by side with Brahma~ism ; and the worship of the 
images of the several lluddhas formed part of the religion. But 
I reserve these plates for a fuller consideration on some future occasion. 

•See Mr. Newton's p11p11r, Jour. B. B. R . .A. S., Vol. VII., p. 211, under J1iud.ra S~~' . 
t 'l'hcse have bceu, tJ;"<mBl.atcd in the Imfian .d11ti~11ary, No. II._ 
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78 DEVANAGARI TRANSCRIPT AND DATil 

o:~~~~~iloft{qiliOint; eot 1\1:11 fcf<M<l<it 

fc\1:{r~~irftRf!f eo~~ (ftii.ttMl~"li }fir ~­
<:fi~4R<i1Et: ~1mr1:11 \!.\ 1. lJl'~m~ ~tt1Rt\tlj~oq­
~~lflUT~..-: f~~Rtq~Pi~Ti'=Fni1:11Jffl I \ (. I ~­
~~'Rfqrf«~VJr1f~iq~qeci1i"i~a~(lifrcf~ 
lf{'flf~l\R! "1t'1r~ I\"'' ~?Htttll~'Jmr< (qllSH .... .... 
~m ~~l?;{CJcrr ~IJf~~llrilTill' ~iff ~t\.l'l 
!f{'Pfl( tif ~mr~iqr~me-cPt..-~~~~;wITTmm­
~e-RJf'n:tmr;r~icrnfr 1\~1 ~ffiW-<:"l'vl"lJ'[q~!fr~l4 
~~RTIMl~tti!:il~f:n: ~tj qf{ I \o I ~ ~(-

'ltf~rS{r-n~fttfitillt41lf: ifiCJ~CA'T'Jr~-. 
~offitfCJ I \\ I W.:tfcit4R:tt611Mifl~~~~~-...... 
f~~e1•gilttli~: 'ij'@tl(fq'(~fil"I~ I~ \I cf.l~Mifct~Jll•lo1f«-
~~~~~1r~irtrfURifimrqcfi\'.!~E4~1:Jtiir (: ]'Ril: 
irrt"llcR= t\\t J,ft(CI'{'~~ ~"lffcr: ~crorrm-cr-. . - . . . 
~(tC1MfcR;~:st"l~:q(lJiq1fttWJ: ~ 1. \1:1 I~ ~~o:r 
'ii" fcrir11~~irr~tt:qmoo~: e'll!l4M~M1"=i<t14'11-

~~if1Tfft r;i,.c..1 ('f~f~ r..-r?] fq q'{~l{llfRt<11r1fir1p!flf 
~nm..-~= e'l<4'1tt:siZ14ttlifif~lf [-r?] ffl~ 1~<.1 iU'­
~~f;r~~: ~ltpffqq'~~--~ 
e<tlM~qfci 1\\111 ~fnAf.~crm«"I: 4~P,R: ,..ft~({f=t(({fitj-. 
~~IITTI': ~ef~~ t\l't ~ifiM'!<f"l<4Ymnr~QJRTJ£­
fir ~ f~lffUli ~JJJA;r iE!fif~: lift~ l\~I !!17ffj"<T1Jf"l"­

~~=nfif~<i' ~~: ~fuf~<f~Jtl(tiflMiiflMi4: iflTRr'lf-
r;; cjfc"' l~ ~ ~ ·~ 1lif l\ot emf~;::~~: lll'il!IMI4Mi~\ll~ll""f1~q 

~ - -- Cli .......... 

""f1"';(Rrfuwr~~ 1\\1 fcrm ~~lf! qi tr<~'<r-crirr~-

-:..,-a_ ~?.?': Bs. 
1'i' 



OJ' A NEW VALABBi COPPERPLATE, &c. 79 
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~ §t~ ifliti514Cfl4 11/"'.I l.fiflH1•~ctf.il«ll!l;n:nit ~ !ift::r-

\V '4flt'll!J{lq Bs. '" ~q- Bs. ' ' :;ioi13'i'1T Iis. 
W. 1 signifies Wathen's first plate. 
W. 2 do. . second do. 
Bs. signifies the plftte translated in the Indian .dntiqvat'y, No. II., 

p. 45; 

7 * 
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An. IX.-Oonaider11tion of the elate of the MaMbMrata, in ion. 
neetion t11it1& t"'8 Oorrel]londenoe from Ool. Ezlia. By Pro­
fessor RilKBIBHNA GoP.&.L BHANDA:aua, M.A. 

Bead lZth September 187l!. 

In the 9th vol. of the .A1iatio Ruearchea there is a notice by Cole­
brooke of an inscription on copper plates purporting to be a grant or 
land by Janamejaya the son of Parikshit, of the race of the PA9-Javas. 
The characters engraved being very modem, and the language very 
incorrect, Colebrooke came to the conclusion that it was a forgery. But 
this decision resta on the supposition that the Mah9.bh9.rata, which de­
acribes the great serpent-sacrifice held by Janamejaya, alluded to also in 
the grant, is a v~ry ancient work. The antiquity of this work, however, 
may be denied, in which cue there is nothing in the grant itself to 
1how that it ii spurio •s. Colonel Ellis, therefore, in the correspon· 
dence plRcei before •.:.s, considers the grant as genuine, and refers the 
composition l f foe Mahabharata to a period subsequent to its execution. 
On the day on which the grant wu made, there was a partial eclipse 
of the sun, which, from calculationa made by the Rev. G. B. Gibbons 
and Prof. Airy, took place at about 11 .&.M. on Sunday the 7th of 
April, 1521. The date of the grant being thus determined beyond any 
poasibility of doubt, Colonel Ellis wishes us to prosecute further 
inquiries, with a view to find out whether any traces of the events and 
circumstances mentioned in the grant, or connected with the story of 
Janamejaya, exist at the present day~ For instance, we are asked to 
ucertain whether the ruins of the palace in which Sarvadamana or 
Bharat&, the son of Dushyanta and Sakuntali, was crowned, and of the 
court in which Janamejaya held the A&vamedha 'Jagg,' or Horse­
ucrifice, are still visible at Anagu~4i, with which the Colonel identifies 
Hutinlpura, or whether any burnt remains of the sacrifice are found by 
digging for them on the spot. But the supposition on which the 

·Colonel goea leads him into a difficulty. Krish.J:i.a Raya, one of the 
ablest kings of the local dynasty, and not Janamejaya of the Pil9-Java 
race, was on the throne of Vijayanagar, or Anagul}cJi, about 1521. 
Since, then, both could not have been kinga at the lllUDI time, Colonel 

11ra1 
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Ellis suspects that K?iahi;ia B.Aya'l!I minister, AppAji, wu the Janame­
jaya of the grant, i. ~. it is considered not at all unlikely that a king 
who is represented in the plates as the king of kings and the refuge of 
the whole universe, and whom Col. Ellis himself speaks of as a renowned 
con11ueror, should have been but an insignificant minister of the king 
of a minor state. Again, if the grant is genuine and the Mah&bh&rata 
was written after 1521 A.D., we should certainly expect to find in it a 
picture of the state of society in the sixteenth century, when the Maho­
medans had been ruling over a large portion of the country for about 
four hundred years, and when the few remaining Hindu states were 
struggling for existence, and not such an archaic condition as that 
which the poem unfolds to our view. The current tradition which 
ascribes a high antiquity to the l\lahabhiirata, ought also to be explained 
and not lost sight of. How is it that it has come to be an almost 
intuitive belief with every intelligent Hindu that the epic is very old, 
while at the same time he considers works written long before 1521 A.D. 

to be but very recent 1 At the same time it is very difficult to conceive 
how an epic only three hundred and fifty years old could have worked 
itself into the thoughts and feelings of all the Hindu nationalities, 
from the Ilimaiaya to Cape Comorin, so thoroughly as the Maha­
bharata has done. Rensons such as these ought, I think, to be 
1ufficieot to enalJle one to pronounce the grant to be spurious. But 
Col. Ellis does not seem to consider them to be weighty, and in the 
Tiew he has put forth he but represents, in a somewhat exaggerated 
form, the tendency of most European scholars and antiquarians to 
modernize everything Hindu. I will, however, not content myself 
with this general reasoning, but will give more specific proofs of the 
antiquity of the l\lahlbhlrnta. 

If Col. Ellis' s ,·iew is correct, the greater part ofour existing classical 
literature must be supposed to ho.ve been written after 1521 A. D.; for 
there are but few works which, directly or indirectly, do not allude to 
the !\laMbharo.tn or the principal characters in the poem. But such a 
conclusion is inadmissible, for there are some dates in the history of 
India and the history of Snnskrit literature which cannot be called 
in question. I will therefore set forth the principal testimonies to the 
c:i.:iste111:e of the l\lnhabhi'1rata, in ehrouologic al order. 

The earlil'st literary date is that of l'atnnjali, the author of the 
l\lahabha:ihya, or the greut commentary on Pn!].iui's grammar. Prof. 
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Goldstucker places him in the aecond century before Christ, and I hue 
recently succeeded in making out that he lived in the reign of Pushpa­
mitra, the founder of the Sung dynaaty, who reigned from s.c. 178 to 
B.C· 142. Pii;llni must have preceded him, and the interval between them 
WILll probably abont three centuries, or even much greater. The Srauta 
and G rihya Sutras of the three Vedas preceded the work of Par;iin.i, or, 
according to some ·scholars, SOJPe of them were written at about the 
same time. The Brahma9as of these Vedas must have preceded the 
Siltraa. Now Janamejaya,* the son of Parikshit, and Bharata, the son 
of Dushyanta, are mentioned in the Aitareya Brahmar;io. as very power­
ful kings who conquered the whole earth. I do not mean to assert 
that the Mahiibhirata existed before the Aitnreya Briihmai:ia, but I 
bring forward this instance to show how very far into antilJ.uity some 
of the elements of the story of the Mahabharata run. In AilvalRyana 
Gphya, there is a 11iltra containing the names of the god11 and IJ.ishis 
to whom water is to be given, i.e. tech., whose tarpa1}4 is to be made 
every day by a IJ.igvedt Brahmar;ia. In this list the name of the 
MaMbhiratat occurs. But it may perhaps be questioned whether 
the reference here is to the Mahabharata as we hnve it, or to some 
other work that existed in the time of Asvalayana. For the IJ.ishi 
mentions several classes of literary works, such as Gii.thii.s, Nara­
ilansis,t &c. which are not now known. This objection amounts to this. 
A Mahabharata may have existed before Asvalayana, but there is 
nothing to show that it contained the story of the Kurns. But I do 
not see why this question should be raised, since a few centuries 
later we a.re told by another author that the story of these heroes 
was popular and current in his ti!°e• and when, only a short time 
after, or about the same time, as A8val:iyann, a third mentions the 
names of the Mahabharata and some of the principal characters. 
PAi;iini (VI. 2. 38) teaches ua the accent of maht1 in the word l\Iaha· 
bharata. Another sutra ~ of his teaches that the termination aka 
would be applied to the nouns Visudeva and Arjuna to form derivatives 

• Ait. Brah. VIII. 21 and lil3. 

t l.;v. Gr. IIL ,,4.-~: 

i A.iv. Gr. III. 8, 1. § Pur;i. IV. 3, 98. 
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lrom them 11ignifying one who ill deToted to VbQdeva and Arjuna. 
In the Mahabharata tbelle two perllODll are represented a great friend!, 
and their being mentioned together by PaJ].ini is very significant. Even 
Pataojal~ commenting on the siltra, see11 no reason why Vasudeva 
1hould have been put in here, Iii.nee there is another and a more general 
rule under which the noun would come. He explaina that the Vasu­
deva here meant was the god Vasudeva, and not the one that comes 
under the general rule.* ' This is 1L subtlety which, however, shows 
that the characters in the Mahabharata had come to be regarded as 
demigods. But it is not unlikely that Pai;iini was led to put them 
together becawe they were always associated together in the minds of 
the people, as they are in the Mahabharata. In a third slltra we have 
Yudishthira.t The words I have brought forward are not taken from 
the ga'f}a• or groups which form an appendix of Par;iini's work, nor are 
they the examples of his rules given by the grammarians, for there is 
no evidence to determine what portion of these is to be attributed to 
PaQini. But they occur in the sutras themselves, Pa~'11 authorship 
of which is unquestio~ble. 

In Patanjali's work we find in one place the names of Bhtmsena, 
Sahadeva an.d Nakula, who are mentioned as descendants of Kuru,f 
and of Duryodhana and Duh&asana.§ The compound Yudhishthi­
rArjonau occurs in several places. H In one of these, Pataojali, in 
explaining a TJlrtika of Katyayana, tells us that the word drri becomes 
dTJandvam as applied to a copulative compound of the names of persons 
or things always mentioned together and well known to all. In the case 
of the compound Yudhish~hirai.rjunau, though the persons are well 
known, says he, they are not always or invariably mentioned together; 
hence df!i does not become doandvam, i. e. we have to say doau 

• ' d . I -• ' P .~ ' ~ ' ' ilf\l(qi'll>-lffF{. '"''1<t ifiU<"'41'<1!,,.""'""., I ~11i'ljl9 q14f11""11Tqit!-
~ ~I ;mfffl ~~~ ~ !ilf ~I~~~ q'( mi 1 .•. 
~it~ 191'q11fiil Im~: I 

t VIII. 8,95. 

l Pat. IV. 1, 6 Ahn. ~rq.mr: I "1'Ji": I ~:I ~ \'!' q'q' I ~ 
;n'1f !l'Hi'if111slf1f lffi!""'n'ifl uql' "'1lf.r ~' ~:1 prr. 8.1 en. 

11 Underll.S,8' llTfflf ~: c@f.hiM ~~I ~j. 
Jn thil, Yudhia~hira i9 1polcen of a1 .bj12na'1 elder brother. 
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Yvdlaulallairlt;•nn, and not drJa11dflam Tucl!&iala,lair4tjunaM. * From 
thit I infer that the story of Y udhisthira and Arj 1lll& wu current and 
popular in Patanjali'a time. . 

In another place, Patanjal~ in his comments on Pan. III. 2, 122, 
gives. u an example of a counter-rule, III. 2, 118, D1'ar111t~a 1ma Kura· 
flO yvdlayaratt, i. t. the Kurus fought with fairneH. Now the war 
between the sons of Pal}4u and Dhritarash~ra. both of whom belonged 
to the Kuru race, is known as a Dharma-yuddha, i. t. a war in which 
it was not allowable for the hostile parties to carry their enmity beyond 
the field of battle, and in which, even in battle, no unfair advantage could 
be taken by either side. Besides. this is an instance in which the 
present yud!&y'lntt, we are told, has the sense of the perfect, i. t. the 
action of fighting took place at a remote time and was not witnessed 
by the speaker. This shows that, when Patanjali wrote, the war was 
considered as having taken place at a remote time. From these quota­
tions it follows that there was in Patanjali's time a work describing 
the war of the Kurll!, that it was popularly read, that it contained a 
story concerning the five Pai;i4avas also, and that it was regarded as 
ancient. This could be no other than the llahabh&ra.ta. Perhaps the 
story in the epic was made the subject of new poems in Patanjali'a 
time, for under II. 2, 24 he quotes, as if from such a work, 'asidvitiyo· 
nU888ara Pal}cjavam,' •he followed the Pal}cjava, sword in hand.' This 
forms a regular line in the rJanaalt!&a metre. Of course I do not assert 
that the poem existed in Patanjali's time in exactly the same form aa 
we have it now. There can be no question that several additions have 
been subsequently made, and it has undergone a good deal of trans­
formation. The very popularity of our epics has made it almost 
impoBBible now to secure a correct or reliable text. But the main 
story as we now have it., leaving the episodes out of consideration, was 
current long before Patanjali's time. 

My next testimony is from inscriptions. The inscriptions in the 
NUik caves-at least the earlier ones-appear, from the forms of the 
characters and the names of kings and other noted persons occurring 
therein, to date from the first to the third century of the Christian 

•Under Pq. vm.1. 15. 01~·1te@ '4f0r "'"''"'"' 11flf rsqe4e<11if 
~I rt t<11=t:F4'4ii<il I Pi' ifl((q~~ I a:i~qPifepr~it ~~I it 
~I hlltiMWiit ~~I U(4(i14R~ I Kai,. OD this IM'- tr 
~"u ... ,,_~ 1 .. 1 ... ,.1 .. 1i::rir-~ ~ ~m. 



86 ON TBE DA.TE or TBll: JUBABBA.BATA. 

era. In one of these 01ltamiputra'a proweu and ei:ploita are compared 
to those of Ke&ava, Bhimaena, Arjuna, and Janamejaya, * all of whom 
are Mahabharata characters. The ChAlukya copper-plate grant trans­
lated by Professor Dowson, and one of the Gurjjara ones translated by 
me last year, contain verses, quoted from the work of Vyasa, one of 
which is addreased to Yudhish~hira.t Thia clearly is a reference to the 
Mahabhirata. The date of the former ii 394, and of the latter 417 
which correspond to 472 A.D. and 495 A.D. on the 1upposition that the 
era referred to is the Saka. An inacription t in a temple at lwullee, 
in the Dharwar and Mysore districts, bears the date 3730 in the era 
of the war of the Bhlrata. The Saka date corresponding to it is given 
as 506, i.e. 584 .&..D. It thus appean that in the latter part of the 
1i1:th century the war which forms the theme of the Mahlbh&rata was 
considered to have taken place about four thousand years before. . 

The date of Kftlidi\sa is not yet thorou~hly settled, but he must 
certainly have flourished long before Baq.a, for he ia mentioned by 
him in the Harshacharitra.§ Blq.a, whose patron was Sri-Hanha, as 
he himself tells us, lived in the first half of the seventh century, as is 
determined by a comparison of Hwan Thsang's itinerary with what is 
known from Sanskrit sources and from the Ch&lukya copperplates. II 
Kiilidha is also mentioned in the lwullee inscription, noticed above, as 
a famoua poet. Now, the Yaksha in K!lidasa's Meghaduta direct& his 
messenger, the cloud, to go by Kurukshetra, in which the Kshatriyas 
fought a battle, "in the course of which he with the Gd.'!l~ioa bow (i. t. 
Arjuna) discharged showers of arrows at the 'faces of the assembled 

• Jrw.r. Bom . ..ts. &c., No. XXII., p. 52, Inscr. No. 16, I. 8; and Jowr. No· 
XVIII., p. 4.1. 

t 1o•£r. B. ..t. 8., VoL I., New Series, pp. 189, 270 1 and Jou.r. Bom. L 8., No. 
:XXVIIL 

:t Jour. Bom. L 8., No. XXVIL, p. m:cviii- Dr. Bhln Dljl here re&da the lfahL 
bhlrata date 88 three thonsand eight hnndred and flfl;y-five years, bnt 87IO aa 
above at p. 816 of the B&me No. The mistake seema to have arisen from his 
having taken ~ for ~in the former place. 

§ Dr. Hall's edn. of VlsavadattA, p. 14-, notes. 
II Ibid. p. 17, notes. Joumal Bom . ..4. 8., Vol. Ill., p. 903. The ChAlukya 

prince who conquered Harshavardhan&, thn patron of Bai;ia, waa BatyUr&ya 
Srt Prithivt Vall&bha, wbose great-grandson Vijayaditya waa on the throne in 
Bab 627, i.e. 705 .t..D. From the Iwnllee inscription quoted above, it also 
appeal'll that ilaty'8raya W&B OD the throne in 606 Bab, or 6M .... D. rhis 
agrees pretty well with Hwu rbl&Dg'a chronology. 
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warriors." •· BAi;ia himself in his Kldambari makes Villsavad, the 
queen of Tlrapl!Ja, one of the characters in the tale, to go to the temple 
of Mahi Ula in Ujjayini, where 1he hears the Mahibhlrata read. t By 
the way, this ahows that the cuatom of reading the Mahl.bhirata or 
Pural}u in temples for the edification of the visitors is as old as Bl9a­
bhatta. In another place we are told that the inhabitants of Ujjayini 
were fond of the Mahabharata, the Pural}a•, and the Ramiyal}a.t Else­
where the Achchhoda lake is compared to the Bh&mta.§ For there were 
observable there disturbances caused by the palcaka of the race of Piu;iqu 
Dhartarash~raa. There is a double entendre here ; in the case of the 
Bharata the expression means the adherents of the races of Pal}qu and 
of Dh-ritarashtra, and in the other the wings of white swans. There is 
also another equivoque on the name of the Bhirata.11 Bai.ia also alludes 
in the same work to the death of Pai.i~u caused by the curse of Kin­
dama Muni, to his wife Pritha ha-ring remained a widow all her life, to 
the death of Abhimanyu, and to the widowhood of his wife Uttar&. to 
Arjuua's having killed Jayadratha, to Arjur:.a's having been restored to 
life by UldpJ after he had been killed by his own son Babhruvlhana, 
as related in the Aivamedhika Pana, and to Krishl}a'1 having restored 
to life Parikshit, the son of A bhimanyu, stillborn in consequence of 
A8vatthima's charmed arrow.~ There can, therefore, be no question 
that the Mahabharata existed in a form complete, so far as the story 
concerning the principal characters goes, in BA9a'1 time, i.e. in the 
first half of the aeventh century. 

In the Harshacharitra, Bai.ia mentions a work called Visavadatta. 
It is very probable that the Vasavadatt& here meant is a work of that 

• ~~ lfl"{lfR: ti~~ W ~:II 
~ i\li1~1<'41~4"1 ~ "llMl1'A~if ~~il!Oit·!IGllPI II 
1' Kldambarl, Or.Jc. edn. of 1919 Sam.. afq' !J "4i]\~Hfill lf1T1Fir 'IU41i"'f~­

ftri'IT 1Ti\'1'I' ~ ~~ ~rart ~~I 
l Kid., Cale. ed11. ofl919 Sam., p. 67: ~~lJlf'(qOjj!J<ifll"I[ 1{fi'41"-

~· 
§ lbid.,p.138:~~ 
II lbid.,p.103=ljj(i'jijij(foti!i~ 
,- Ibid., pp.198 and 197, Crum 'Nf 'l!fqr;Dtlff to ;Jl"ll'W.lT-r-1' Ml41i•if(!JqOft­

?iQtfi'l'll"lq~All'll'(; and from ~ 'l!f to ~\(."lliilfMI\; 
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name by Subandhu. But even if it were thought otherwise, Subandhu 
is mentioned in a 6loka • attributed to Rija8ekhara, from whose 
works again there are quotations t in the Saruvati K~~hibhar~a. 
This lut work is attributed to King Bhoja. It contains a sloka in 
the first chapter addressed to Munja, t the uncle of the celebrated Bhoja 
of Dhara, from which it appears that the work was written' soon after 
the tenth century. Now Subandhu's Vasavadatta contains many allu­
sions to the Mahabharata and to some of the characters in the story. 
Bhima's having killed the giant Baka, the skill of the PaJ}.qavu in 
gambling, the Kichakas as officers of King Vira~a, Duhsasana, Arjuna. 
and such other persons and events are mentioned. The name of the 
epic also occurs several times. t 

The Mrichchhaka~ka is one of our oldest dramas, though its exact 
date is not yet determined. It is mentioned in the commentary on the 
Daearupa,11 of which more hereafter. In this play, the poet, in order 
to bring out the meanness, foolishness, and presumption of one of the 
characters makes him misquote the Mahabharata. Draupadi is, accord­
ing to him, dragged by the hair by Rama, instead of Duhsasana. 
Subhadrii becomes the sister of Visvavasu and not Kri.shr.ia, and she is 
carried away by Hanuman instead of Arjuna. In other parts of the 
play also there are several allusions. , 

There is a commentary by Sankarach!rya on the Bhagavadgita. which 
forms an episode of the Mahabharata. In his principal work, the 
Bh!shya on the Vedanta Sutru, there are many quotations from the 
Gita. and other parts of the Mahabharata. H A verse from the Savitryu­
p&khyana, an episode in the Vanaparva, occurs in his comments on the 
111'.l.tra I. 3. 24. tt The age of SankarachArya has not yet been fixed 

• l!lrngadhara, chap. on Vi&ish~ha Kavipraaansl :- itT\U lli(fi'ifill?J(IEii'l(i'll: 
~: ~ lf: Dr. Hall's reading of the first name in th.ia is iilif, whicb. is 
evidently a mistake. (see his edn. of Vls.1 p. SO, notes.) 

t Prof. J.nfrecht's Oxford Cat., p. 209a. 
% Ibid. 
§Dr. Hall's edn., pp. 15, 21, 27, 33, 70, 106, & 14.7. 
II Dr. Hall's edn. of Da8artlpa, p. 127. 
9d' Ca.le. edn. of the play, Saka.1792, pp. 2S, 31, 109, 199 • 
•• Sutra Bh&shya Bib!. Ind., Vol. I. p. Z75, '56, &c. 

ttibid. p.276=-aN~: ~~~l~g-rt~ 

~ ~P[.11. In the Bombay adn. of the Millbb&mta thi1 tlloka oooars as it 

is here, the only dilference being the substitution of ff'!f: for a{lf. · 
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with certainty, but some scholars are of opinion that he flourished in 
the 9th century. In the Konga Desa Charita, a Tamil chronicle in 
the Mackenzie collection, Sankaracharya is mentioned as having con­
verted a king of the Chera country named Tiru Vikrama from Jainism 
to the Saiva faith. The date of the king given in the l\IS. is 100 
Snka. But Prof. Dowson thinks the MS. is not trustworthy here, and 
is of opinion that he reigned in the sixth century. He also thinks 
that, perhaps out of a desire to assign a remote antiquity to the reformer, 
the compiler of the MS. may have transferred him from the reign ofTiru 
Vikrama II., another king of the same country, to that of Tiru Vikrama 
I., and assigns the eighth century to the former.* l\lr. Burgess pos­
sesses a copperplate grantt by KongaI,li l\lnh;ldhir.ijn, another king of the 
dynasty, who appears, from n comparison of the plates and the chronicle, 
to have been the tenth after Tiru Vikrama I., and the third before Tiru 
Vikrama II. The date of the grant is 388, which supposing the era to 
be the Saka, as is very likely, since the dates in the ~IS. are nil referred 
to that era, corresponds to 466 A.D. Now, taking twenty years as the 
aYerage duration of each reign, Tiru Vikrama I. must hn,·e been reigning 
in 346. A.D., and Tiru Vikrama II. in 526 A.D. And this latter date, 
curiously enough, agrees with that given in the chronicle, while the for­
mer does not. It thus follows that if the king converted to the Saivn 
foith was Tiru Vikrama I., Sankaracharya must have flourished in the 
fourth century, and if he was Tiru Vikrama II., in the sixth century. 
The Mahabharata then must have existed at the latter date. 

The drama of the Ve1,1lsanhiira by Bha~~a Naraya1,1a is based on the 
latter part of the story in the Mahabharata. It dramatizes the in­
cidents in the war between the sons of Pa1.i~u and D!itarash~ra. In 
the prologue, Bha~~ N arayB1,1a thus speaks of the reputed author of 
the MahabhD.rata :-"I adore Krishr;ia Dvaipayana, who was no 
Kri1h'!la, i. e. whose deeds were pure, who had conquered his passions 
and who composed the nectar of the Mahabharata, drinkable by the 
ears." The Kiratarjuniya of Bharavi and the Sisupalavadha of Magha 
are also based on parts of the story in the Mahabharata. The dates of 
these authors have not been determined, but it appears they must all 

• See the ProfoBBor's Essay on the Chem Kingdom, Jotir. R. A. 8., No. XV., 

pp.17, 18. 
t Since published in the fod • .A.11!. vol. I., pp. 363-366. 

12 r a a 
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have flourished before the tenth century. There are quotations* from 
their works in Dhanika's commentary on the D!l.8artlpa by Dhanan­
jaya, who was patronized by l\lunja, the nncle of Bhoja, as appears 
from the last verse in the work. Dhanika seems to have been Dhanan. 
jaya's brother,· and from a copperplate grant mentioned by Dr. Hall,t 
he appears to have Ii ved in the middle of the tenth century. There 
are also extracts from these three books in the Sarasvatika1,1~hilbha­

i-a9a,t a work which I have already noticed. 
Hemadri, as he tells us in his works, was a minister of Maha­

deva, a Yadava king of Devagiri, who, according to Sir Walter Elliot, 
ascended the throne in 1182 Saka, corresponding to 1260 A.o.§ In the 
Danakhanda of this author, recently printed by the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, there are many quotations from the Mahabharata.II 

We will next tum our attention to a Mara~hi work. The Jnane-
8vari, a Marathi commentary on the Bhagavr.dgita, was finished, as the 
author tells us, in the year of Saka 1212, i.e. 1290 A.D., In the first 
chapter the Mahilbhiirata is spoken of in terms of praise and reverence, 
and we are told that the Bhagavadgit11 was adctressed by Krish1,1~ to 
Arjuna, and occurs in the Bhishmaparva of the work, as it does in our 
existing copies. Janamejaya also is mentioned by Jnanesvara. ** 

Siiya1,1a was minister to Bukka, king of Vijayanagar, whom he men­
tions in all his works. Bukka was on the throne in 1334 A.D. tt 

• Dr. Hall's edn. of Da.Sarftpa, pp. 118, 142, 143, 140, 148, 150, 151, 152, 
153, &c. &c. 

t Dr. Hall's Daarftpa, p. 3, notes. 
t Dr. A.ufrecht's Oxford Cat., p. 208b, p. 209a. In the Iwnllee inscription 

noticed above, Dr. Bhliu reads the name of Bharavi, and in the copy given in the 
Bombay Society's Journal the name does seem to occur in the last line, but in 
the photographic copy the r1i is wanting, and the word looks like BM.vi. I 
cannot arrive at any definite conclusion on this point in tho absence of a 
better copy of the inscription. 

§ Jou.r. R. A. S., Vol IV., p. 28. 
11 pp. o, 10, 25, 31, 33, &c. &c. 

, ~ ifTcrmf enUil{ I tf iAiT iii~~~{ I ffi'lroor~ ~ ~ I ~ 
~ II, lost verse of chap. 18· 

* * ~ J1 '1 q Jt q1 ii ~ I ~ ~II llfllT3iR° lfmt'nff ~ I if ij'rf 
ir.lff fi'r~I ¥f ~ m~ir ml I·~ ~~II "!lf.T.mrt ~ m­
;Jf"ql II 

tt Prinliep's Chronological Tables. 
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Siiyal}a quotes from the l\lnhabhH.rata in his commentary on the 
Taittiriya Upanishad. In the Sarvadarsana Sangraha an argument is 
brought forward by a follower of Jaimini to prove that the Vedas are 
eternal. An objector is then introduced who says that it would apply 
equally well to the Mahabharata. In another place also the epic is men. 
tioned in the S11rvadar8ana Saugraha. * In the same book quotations 
from the Kavyaprakasa occur.t The Kilvyaprakasa itself quotes 
from the Vei;i.isanhii.ra,t which I have already mentioned. Sayal}a 
quotes from the Mahi&bharata in his comments on Parasara also.§ 

Sarngadhara, in his Paddhati or Anthology, tells us that he was the 
grandson of Raghava, who was in the service of Hamm1ra, a Chohan 
prince.II Hammtra came to the throne, according to Col. Tod, in 1300 
A.D., Sarugadhara must have therefore flourished in the latter part 
of the fourteenth century. In his Paddhati he quotes from the Vel}1-
1anhii.ra, Kiratarjuniya, Sisupalavadh1t, BhagllVadgita and other parts of 
the MahabhArata. * * 

• Sarva-Dar8ana-Sangraha, Hibl. Ind., p. 6' and p. 128. 

~~ ~ F-4<t"l't~<tl'{ I 
~tflr-f~~Te:'!f'IP·ffi <j"'qf II 

{~ ~~ ~ -r.i .qij ~q- "!" ~JJl"l'irt? ~1fit 
~~ ri ~<t<t"l\~<tl'{I 
~~ij'~..ffi<t"?.ITll{frrl 

t Ibid., p. 17!. t In tho chaps. on Basa and Dofa. 
§ Prof. Anfrecht's 0Kford Cat., p. 265a., 266b : Ann:!Wiana-parva and .A.sva­

medha-parva are mentioned here. 

11~~~:1 
"'1!'11°ii"<ilt 31TO: ~: Wflh"IJi"I": II 
~~"!Jle<j": 
* * * * 
~'l"<li'M~'l"lll!lll 
iifqr05c;:1111c;:<Go'IG:l6Ei:t11 ~UHl"l<titMl<tl: I 
i'lirf ~~ ~ ~~ 'lfrotlrl!JwcfliHl'I: I 

* * * * * * 
*=~I 

,-:nr. Hall's Vas., p. 48, 'notes. 
•• Chaps. on Vi:!ish~akavi-pra!ansi, Baudraro.llft1 Bhayinakarasa SAnta­

rasa, Vlrarasa, &c. &c. 
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I have thus briefly sketched thl' principal testimonies to the exist­
ence of the MahAbMrata from the time of Piu;1ini and Asvaliiyana, 
i. t. from about the fifth century before Christ to the time of Bamga­
dhara, i.e. the 14th century after Christ. 

The antiquity of the MahiibMrata being thus established, the graut, 
which according to Prof. Airy's calculations was made in 1521 A.D., 

must be pronounced to be a forgery. The fact that the villages con­
veyed by it are still in the possession of the descendants of the pre­
tended donecs agrees with the conclusions arrived at from the other data. 
l\lost of the queries of Col. Ellis contained in the letter before us, based 
ns they are on the genuineness of the grnnt, require, I think, no answer. 
lie refers to a passnge in Anandgiri's Sauknra-vijnya in which the ma{ha 
of M1q1f}a1,1a Misra is sai<l to ham been situated a few miles from Has­
tinllpura, which, as I have before mentioned, the Colonel identifies l'rith 
Anagu1,1Q.i. There must have been some mistake here; for Miidhava in his 
Snnkara-vijaya, tells us that l\la1,1ga1.1n l\lisra lived in l\l;ihismati, on the 
Narmada.* Anagu1,1Q.i may have been called llastinl1pura in some comer 
of the country, and there is some ground for it, for the name Anagu1,1gi is 
derived from ane, which in Canarese means, I nm told, an elephant, 
and guri<f,i, a lane. But the classical Hastinapura was certainly far to 
the north. Patanjali, in his remarks on the Sutra ya1ya chUyd.mah 
(Pan. II. I-Hi) gives Anugangam lld.atinapuram as an example from 
which it is clear that Hastinapura wns situated on the Ganges. Besides, 
in the grant, Janamejaya is represented as having gone from his capital 
to the south to subjugate the different parts of the country, and per­
formed the Sarpasattra or serpent-sacrifice at Harihara, at the junction 
of the TungabhadrA with the llarida. There is a place of that name 
on the map and it is situated at the junction of the Tungabhadra with 
another river, but its bearing from Anagu:i;i.cJi is south-east by east, so 
~hat it appears that even in the grant the Hastinapurn that was meant 
was that one in the north. Some of the Colonel's questions as to the 
identification of the places the names of which occur in the grant can 
only be answered by one acquainted with the locality. 

• See the Bombay cdn. of M•dhava's Sank. Vij., chap. viii. 
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ART. X.-Notice.~ of Hindu Tribes and Castes m Gujar&t. 
BY JAvE'RILA'L U'MIASBANKAR YA'n~·1K, Esq. 

Bead 10th December 1872. 

Preliminary Renusrks on the sources of information ab01tl them. 

I place before the Society the undermentioned MSS. (partly Sans­
krit and partly Gujarati), bearing upon Hindu Tribes and Castes in 
Gujarat. 

They are-

1. An Inquiry into Castes in the City of Broach, conducted by 
H. Borradaile, Esq., in 1829 (Gujarati).* 

2. The PrarJarddhyayo, a Sansk!it MS. 
3. The Nilgar Khand, a portion..of the Slcand Pur6!'a, also in 

Sanskrit. 
4. The Srimt:l Mlduitmya, a Sanskrit MS. 
5. The U'dichyapralcci8ah, do. 
6. The Nir1,1aya Dlpik6, by Achal Dave, do. 
7. Narrative connected with the marriage of S&maldU, the son of 

N arsinha Me'heta, the earliest of the Gujar&ti poets, by Kavi 
Vallabha (Gujarati). 

Of these works the first contains queries respecting the law and custom 
of Hindu tribes l\nd castes in Gujarat, with answers referring specially to 
castes in the city of Broach. It is but a fragment of a larger work, 
since it embraces only the Brahmanical castes, whereas the inquiry 
had reference to all castes in the city. Similar results, as is well 
known, have been obtained for Surat, where the investigation first began. 
I have placed the Broach MS. at the head of the list, as it comprises 

•This MS. has been kindly placed at my disposal by Des&i Kaly,iµii 
Hakumatrii, of Broach. For the 2nd, 3rd, 4.th, and 6th MSS. I am indebted 
to my learned friend, R'° Bahidur Bhol6nath Baribh6i, of Ahmadabad, at preeent 
Fir11t Grade Subordinate Jndr,e of Ke.ire.. 



94 HINDU TRIBES AND CASTES IN GUJARAT. 

aome of t~e authentic results of the earliest attempts made by our 
Government to obtain a knowledge of the people and institutions of 
Western India. The history of such attempts is well worthy of notice. 
It would appear that after the settlement of the territory acquired from 
the Peishwa and the Gaekwa~ by the British, the late Mountstuart 
Elphinstone, while at the head of the Government of Bombay, was 
occupied with a scheme having for its object the preparation of a 
Code of Laws and Regulations for the Presidency,-a code founded 
on general principles of jurisprudence, and adapted to the customs 
and usages of this country. In a minute, dated the 22nd of July 
1823, he pointed out the necessity of enquiring into the existing 
law and custom of the Hindus, affecting, especially, civil suits in the 
Presidency. He ndmitted the usefulness of the Hindu law-books, 
especially of such of them as were held to be of unquestionable 
nuthority in respect of questions bearing upon the social and domestic 
institutions of the country. In their npplication to every-dRy cases 
arising out of the current usages of the people, however, these law-books 
were found to be, in mnny respects, unsuitable. An examination of 
them showed that they hnd not kept pnce with the progress of the 
country, and did not embody innovntions which time and custom had 
introduced into Hindu society. On the other hnnd, custom hnd assert­
ed its swny over lnw, and had, in fact, superseded it in many import­
nnt points nffecting marriage, divorce, atridkan, alimony, inheritance. 
ndoption, division of property, &c. We find accordingly that at the 
commencement of British rule in Western India, the courts of justice, 
in the exercise of their ci'fil jurisdiction respecting any one of these 
subjects, hnd to rely, partly, on the opinion of their Hindu law-officers 
to ascertain the particular law bearing upon the case in dispute, and, 
partly, upon the e,·idence of witnesses belonging to the caste to which 
the parties to the suit belonged, with a view to know what the prevail­
ing custom of that caste was. The difficulty of this mode of pro­
cedure was manifestly great. Supposing that the Court Sastris ex­
pounded the law BB correctly and conscientiously as they could, and 
that the witnesses, on whose trustworthiness the Court had to rely, made 
as unbiassed and correct a statement of existing practice amongst their 
"ommunity ns was consistent with truth, the Court was still left to the 
neceBSity of sifting the weight of the authorities cited in support of the 
SD.stria' views ; of comparing the opinions of different Hindu jurists, 
and of deciding as to which was the most just and correct view bearing 
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upon the point in dispute. This was hardly possible at the commence­
ment of British rule in Western India, whrn regular courts of justice, 
though established at a much earlier date in Gujarat than in the Dekkan, 
h11.rdly e.:isted in a.II the districts of the Presidency, and whr.n an intimate 
acquaintance with Hindu Law and current customs of the country 
amongst English Judges presiding over Mofussil Courts was a rare 
acquirement. It was to remedy this defect in the administration of 
justice that Mountstuart Elphinstone applied himself to prepare a Code. 
In the minute adverted to before, he indicatf!d the methods he considered 
most npedient to adopt in the matter. "There are but two courses,"* 
snid he, "by which a remedy can be applied,-the first is to make 
"a new code founded entirely on general principles applicable to all 
" ages and nations ; the second is to endeavour to compile a complete 
"end consistent code from the MSS. of written law, and the fragments 
"of traditions determining on general principles of jurisprudence those 
" points where the Hindu books and traditions present only conflicting 
"authorities, and, perhaps, supplying, on similar principles, any glaring 
"deficiencies that may remain when the matter for compilation hns 
" been exhausted. The first of these courses, if otherwise expedient, 
"is rendered entirely impracticable here by the attachment of the natives 
"to their own institutions, and by the degrees to which their laws are 
"' interwoven with their religion nnd manners. The second plan is there­
" fore the only one which it is in our power to pursue. The first step 
" towards the accomplishment of its objects appears to be to ascertain 
"in each district whether there is any book of acknowledged authority, 
"either for the whole or any branch of the law: the next is to ascertain 
" what customs and traditions exist independent of them. The best 
" modes of conducting these inquiries are- I st, to examine the Shastrees, 
"heads of castf!s, and other persons likely to be acquainted either with 
" the law, the customs of castes, or the public opinion regarding the 
"authority attached to each ; and, 2nd, to extract from the records of 
" the courts of justice the information already obtained in these subjects 
"in the course of judicial investigation." 

My object in quoting these remarks from the minute of the eminent 
statesman is to indicate the plan on which it was resolved by his 
government to proceed ~or the purpose of obtaining a knowledge of the 

•See Preface to Steele's Summa.ry r>f Hindu La.u• and Cuatom. 

8 * 
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existi11g castes of Hindus and of their current customs aud usages. 
The scope of these enquiries was primarily confined to such of the 
points in their social system as affected ci,,il suits. Ne,·ertheless, it 
embraced three most important subjects:-

Firat-The determination of text-books on Hindu Law, with their 
commentaries, held as authorities e\·en at the present dny by Sa11tris 
and heads of castes in Hindu soriety. 

Secondly-An enquiry into the number nnd relations of existing 
Cl\Btes, their di,·isions and subdivisions, with notices of old customs still 
obtaining amongst them, and of new ones not hnving the force of 
written law. 

Thirdly-A compnrison of the written with the unwritten Law, with 
special reference to points in which the one coincided with, or differed 
from, the other. 

It would seem that immedinte action followed the minute of the 
Honourable the President of the Council. A commission known as 
" the Regulation Committee" was appointed by Government to pre­
pare a Code of Regulations. Acting upou the suggestions contained 
in the minute of l\lr. Elphinstone, this Committee prepared a set of 
leading questions "as the foundation of others to be introduced in 
progress of the invcstigntion," * and transmitted them to the llevenur. 
Commissioners, Residents, Political Agents, and Collectors throughout 
the Presidency, with a view to obtaiu answers to them from the heads of 
castes in each district. The informntiou thus obtained in regard to 
the Dekknn has been utilized by Mr. Steele in his "Summary of the 
Law and Custom among Hindu Cutes." 

In Gujarat it was found expedient at the commencement to restrict 
the scope of the enquiry to one district only, lest it might give rise to 
any needless alarm among the people, who were generally ignorant of 
the objects contemplnted by the measure. Accordioglr, Surat was the 
first zilla where it was resolved thnt the enquiry should begin. The 
work was entrusted to the late l\lr. H. Borradaile, who, by his trans­
lation of the Vyava!tU1· .Alay11lcli, and his Reports of Judicial Cases 
illustrative of the rights, usuges, and customs of the people of Gujarat, 
had shown his fitness for the tnsk. lie called before him the Sastris 
of the place, and the leading men of different castes, and required 
them to answer his questions to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

• Vidc page~ of the Preface lo Mr. Steele's Summary. 
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At the end of their examination they were asked to affirm to the 
correctness of the statements made by them. In this way facts were 
collected regarding each caste. The city of Surat alone was found in 
1829 to contain as many as 207 castes, all having more or less social 
differences and peculiarities of their own. One thing to be regretted in 
connection with this enquiry is that the results which were arrived at, 
after a patient and laborious examination of so many castes, should 
have hitherto remained unpublished, or unused for all practical purposes, 
so far as I am aware, except occasionally by the Judges of the Appel­
late High Court. Some idea of the nature of this enquiry may be 
formed from the copy of the Broach MS. now before the meeting. 
This work opens with queries on the following subjects :-

I. Betrothal. 7. Funeral Obsequies. 
2. Stridli.an. 8. Inheritance. 
3. Marriage. 9. Division of Property. 
4. Divorce. 10. Excommunication. 
5. Widow Marriage. I I. Caste customs. 
6. Alimony. 12. Adoption. 

13. Miscellaneous. 

This is followed by replies from the heads of each caste, who con­
clude by affixing their names to the statements made by them. In the 
MS. before us, the castes that supply information are chiefly Brah­
manical, with a few others. They are:-

l. Bh&rgava Visa Bnilimttl).S. 
2. Do. Dasa do. 
3. KhedawH.l Bhltra do. 
4. U'dichya Sahasra do. 
5. Do. Tolakiya do. 
b. Bha~ Mew8.4a do. (senior branch.) 
7, Do. do. do. (junior branch.) 
8. Chowrasi do. do. 
9. Srimali do. 

10. U'nawal do. 
II. SH.raswat do. 
12. Dhiltella do. 
13. Tapodhan do. 
14. w&yda do. 

13 r as 
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15. Wadnagara Nilgar Brahmaf}s. 
16. Z&rola do. 
17. Kandolia do. 

Six other castes. 

IR. Brahma Kshatri. 
19. SutAr Panchill.i. 
20. Khatri Para&urami. 

Unhappily the enquiries thus commenced were not extended to 
other districts of Gujarat. Even at Surat and Broach they were looked 
upon with suspicion by people,-even intelligent classes,-who often held 
back, under one excuse or other, from supplying the requisite informa­
tion. This was discouraging enough. And it probably accounts for 
the postponement of all further attempts in this direction. 

So far for the endeavours of the loco.I Government to obtain a 
knowledge of the constitution of native society e.nd the customs and usages 
of the people. Besides the _partial results thus obtained, there are a 
few works in Sansk~t descriptive of some of the Brahmanice.l castes in 
Guje.rii.t. They are comparatively of modern date, but, as many of the 
castes themselves are of modern origin, this circumstance would in no 
way detract from their merits, were it not for the very remote origin 
which each work seeks to establish for the caste of which it professes 
to tree.t. They hardly afford much assistance in arriving at e.ny correct 
solution as to the date when some of the principal castes, out of the 
many now existing, were formed. Amidst much th1tt is mythical and 
legen<lary iu them, it is only re.rely that we alight upon statements tending 
to throw some light on the po.st history of castes in Gujarat. The 
Na,qar Kliar<J for instance, professes to treat of the Negnr Brahme.l}s 
of Gujarat. It forms the third ParichMda of the Skand Pura'/}. In 
like manner, the SrimD.li Brahme.1.1s point to the S'rimal MahUtmya­
also a portion of the Skand Pura~-e.s a work of authority for their 
caste. The U'dichyas, who are by fe.r the most numerous class of 
llrahmn1.1s in Gujarat, refer for an account of the origin of their caste to 
a work called the lI'dichya Prakasa. This work, it must be confessed, 
has many pretensions to credibility in regard to the history it professes 
to give sf the arrival and settlement of the U'dichyas in Gujar:it. The 
Ke.ndolc Bruhmar:is, likewise, refer for their history to a Pura~ which 
they call the Kandole Pura?'· In Surat zilla there is a class of Brahmm;is 
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called BhUttell& Desais, who are chiefly either landholders or culti­
ntors. They profess to have a Pur6'(' of their own, known as the 
V' n<irMa Pura'('· These works will be referred to more at length when 
we come to the particular castes of which they treat. 

Besides these works, the text-books of the Dharma Sastra which are 
of recognized authority throughout Gujarat and the Dekkan in all 
matters affecting the social as well as the legal status of the Hindll8, 
are those of Manu and Yajiiavalkya, with Vij1,1anbhikshu's Commentary 
on the latter,-the Mitakakarti; the Yya1Jak6.r MayU.lch; the Nir'f}aya 
Sinliku; Hf:mlidri; Madk1Ja on Pari:aar, &c. Other works on Hindu 
law are also held to be more or less authoritative, though they are not 
so frequently referred to as those named above. 

I have thus briefly indicated some of the principal sources of in­
formation on the subject of castes in Gujarat. It must be confessed 
that they by no means guide us to a knowledge of all the existing castes : 
I must not, however, here omit to mention the efforts of Mr. Dalpatram 
Dayabh&.i in this direction. In his "J1}1iti Nibandh," or "E88ay on 
Caatea, " he has attempted to supply much interesting and useful 
information on some of the principal castes in Gujarat. 

A practical means of obtaining an insight into the statistics of castes 
would, perhaps, be the returns of the census. It does not appear, how­
ever, that this object has ever been kept in view at the time of taking 
a general census of the population on this side of India, though in the 
North-West Provinces it has not been lost sight of at each census. 
We find, for instance, that in his edition of Sir Henry Elliot's 
work on the History, Folklor.e, and Distribution of the Races of the 
North-West Provinces, Mr. Beames has largely availed himself of the 
materials placed at his disposal by the census returns of those provinces, 
in bringing the work down to a comparatively recent state of know­
ledge. The result of the census of this Presidency, taken in February 
last, would, when published, be serviceable in this respect. From the 
form in which the returns from the people were in'l'ited, however, it 
would appear that while the numerical results of the census, as sup­
plied by these returns, would be most important, their value as a 
guide to a knowledge of Hindu castes and their sub-divisions would 
haw been greatly enhanced if a column or two for this informatioo 
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were added. We must, howe'fer, wait to see how far the census returns 
can be used profitably for this purpose. 

Before proceeding to a detailed account of castes in Gujarat, I would 
refer to one important consideration bearing upon the institution in 
general. In doing this it must be premised that it is not my object 
here to discuss at length the question of the origin and antiquity of 
caste in India, or to trace its existence from remote times, or, further, 
to consider whether or not India was the original seat of the Brahmani­
cal race. Each of these is a large question, a satisfactory determina­
tion of which demands materials for evidence which either do not exist 
at the present day, or, where· they may exist, are not yet accessible to 
scholars. The study of Sanskrit and a survey of its literature by 
European scholars have, however, led to the formation of certain 
theories by them on these and other cognate subjects which are 
deserving of careful attention and study, not simply because they are, 
in many respects, inconsistent with or opposed to the views held on 
those very subjects by orthodox Indian writen, but with the object of 
determining what is the truth about them. Take, for instance, the 
question about the antiquity of caste as an institution in India. The 
ortho<lox opinion, which has been handed down from one generation 
of Indian writers to another, and which is the foundation of the belitf 
commonly held at the present day, has assigned to it a period the 
most remote in the history of the world,-in fact, has made it coeval 
with the creation of the universe. The belief is general that from the 
first the Hindu race consisted of four classes,-the BrahmaJJ, the Ksha­
triya, the Vai.Bya, and the Sudra--each of whom was created respectively 
from the mouth, the arm9, the thigh, and the feet of the Creator. 
The oldest writings to which the existence of this notion has been traced 
are the Rigveda and the Yajurveda. In the Rigveda it occurs in the 90th 
hymn of the 10th book of the 8th Astaka of the Samhita. In the Yajur­
veda the same hymn has a place in the 3 lst Chapter of the Samhita of 
the White Yajurvcda. In both places the hymn is known as the Purusha 
Sukta. That mantra of the Suk~a, which contains reference to the 
four classes, runs thus :-Brahmm.&o' aya mukha1"!1 usld bUhu rrjanyah 
lqita~; uru tad aaya yad vaisya~ padbhya<Tt Sudro ajaya!<l. It 
may he translated thus:-" The llr11l1ma1J was his (P1lrusha's or 
Creator's) mouth; the R1ljanya (Kshatriya) was made his arms; that 
(production which was called) the Vaiilya, that was his thighs; the 
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SU.dra was born from his feet. " In his Lecture on the " Origin of 
Brahmanism," Dr. Haug, in referring to this passage, characterizes 
it as "the most ancient and authoritative on the origin of Brahmanism 
and caste in general." 

The age of the PU.rusha Suk~a, in which the above mantra occurs, has 
been a subject of considerable discussion amongst European scholars. 
The language and allegorical character of the hymn have led the majority 
of them to question its antiquity and assign it quite a modern date. Dr. 
John Muir, who goes somewhat elaborately into this question in his 
"Original Sanskrit Texts on the Origin and History of the People of 
India,"* describes the views of different European scholars on the age 
of this hymn, and arrives at the conclusion that the hymn was the 
production of a later age. It would appear that much stress has been 
laid by these scholars on the allegorical or, as they call it, the mystical 
nature of the hymn, to pro,·e its modernness. This, however, is no 
argument that it is not as old as the other Vedic hymns, since many a 
hymn is found in the Vedas making use of allegorical or figurative 
expressions. Again, there is, after all, no great mystery about the 
passage in question. In making the Brahma!]. to be the mouth of the 
Creator, the author of the mantra, it is easy to understand, could hardly 
have meant anything more than that the Brahmai:i was created for the 
purpose of being the possessor and imparter of learning, the guru or 
the religious teacher and instructor of all classes. The mouth is the 
organ of speech, and speech in Hindu works is.frequently associated 
with the idea of learning. In like manner, the arms being the seat of 
strength, and the means by which one could defend himself or his com­
panions from the attacks of an enemy, the phrase "the Kshatriya was 
his arms" could only have been intended to mean that he was created 
for the purpose of protecting the people by the use of his arms-in 
otl1er words, that he was t_o follow the military profession and to be the 
people's protector. The lower parts of the body are the principal 
receptacles of food ; hence the creation of the V aisya to be the thigh of 
the PU.rusha was tantamount to saying that the Vaisya was to concern 
himself principally with commerce and agriculture, thereby supplying 
nil classes with the means of subsistence. He thus formed the mercantile 

• Vide See. I., Ch. I., Vol. I., pp. 9-15 of the 2nd edition, on tho mythical 
accounts of th-: crC'ation of mn11, nnd of the four Castes. 
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and agricultural class. Lastly, the expression "the Sudra was created 
to be the feet of the Ptirusha" meant that he was to be the servant of 
the three preceding classes. 

The Ptirusha Suk~a is a well-known hymn in the Vedas, having 
a prominent place in the Brahmanical ritual. To this day it is employed 
by the Rigvedi and Y ajurvedi Brahmai:is in their principal ceremonies. 
It is true that, ns far as we know, it is the only Vedic hymn in which a 
distinct mention is made of the creation of the different classes of 
Hindu society. But this circumstance in no way invalidates the tra­
ditional theory. On the othf'r hand, the absence of any other hymn 
throughout the Vedas giving an account of the origin of Brahmanism 
and of caste in general, inconsistent with or contradictory to tha~ 

given in the Purtisha Sukta, as we find is the case in later writings, 
indicates that there was hardly any difference of opinion on this subject 
among the writers of the Vedic period at least. Dr. Muir contends* 
that there was no settled opinion amongst them on this subject. So 
far, however, as the Vedas are concerned, there is nothing to show 
where the discrepancy in the account contained in them is. Dr. Haug, 
again, whose opinions on Vedic questions arP. entitled to as much 
consideration end authority as those of other European Sansk~~ists, has, 
in his Lecture on Brahmanism, submitted this hymn to a critical 
examination, and the conclusions he has arrived at tend to confirm, in 
a great measure, its traditional interpretation. 

It is undeniable that in the later literature of India, the Brahma1,1u. 
the Smptis, the Epic Poems, and the Purai:ias, we meet with accounts 
of the creation of the Hindu race that are inconsistent and often wholly 

• At the conclosion of Sec. I. of Vol. I. of his Original Sanskrit Te:rts, Ch. I, 
Dr. Moir observes :-

"Bot whatever may be the sense of the passage, it is impossible to receive 
it as enoncie.tiog any fixed doctrine of the writers of what is ca.lied the Vedic 
age in regard to the origin of the four castes ; since we find it not in the man­
tras or hymns, at lee.st in the Brihmai:ias (which, as we have Ileen in page 2, are 
esteemed by orthodox Indian writers as being, equally with the hymns, a part of 
the Veda), not only (I) texts which agree with the Pornshe. Sokte., bot also (2) 
varioos other and discrepant accounts of the me.oner in which these classes were 
separately formed, BB well BB (3) e. class of narratives of the creation in which 
the prod.action of the human mce is deseribed withoot allosion to any prim­
ordial distinction of co.st es." 



CASTES IN MANO'S TIME. 103 

contradictory. When however, we consider the distance of the epochs 
which separate the composition of each of these claBses of literary 
works, during which their authors gave themselves up to theories as 
best answered their purpose, it is hardly to be wondered at that 
their speculations should indicate a wide difference-nay, be often in­
consistent and even wholly contradictory. As we find from later 
authorities, such as Manu and others, that the first three classes, known 
as doij or twice-born, had many things in common amongst them, it 
is but natural to suppose that Hindu society during the early period 
of its history was composed of two classes, one of which was looked 
upon as a superior race, and the other an inferior or servile class-the 
first being known as the Aryana, and the second as the Da1yu1 or 
slaves. This divi&ion corresponds, in some respects, to the division of 
society into freemen and slaves which we read of in early Greek 
history, the Aryans forming the class of freemen, and the Dasyus that 
of slaves. The Hindu conception, however, is quite original, and in­
dependent of any Greek intl.nence. 

Coming down to the time of Manu, we find the existence of four castes 
to be a prominent feature of Hindu society in his time. In his code 
of laws, the Hindu jurist observes*:-" The Brahma!]., the Kshatriya, 
" and the Vaisya are the three twice-born classes ; and the Sudra 
"forms the fourth class, but there is no fifth class. " It must be con­
fessed that in some parts the code gives discrepant accounts of the origin 
of the human species. Still there can be little doubt that the main 
composition of Hindu society in Manu's time must be as above. In 
any long intercourse of people, however, the strictness of this clas­
sification can hardly hold, as no community of people can main or 
continue to be bound by such a rigid tie. We find that even in 
Manu's time the disintegration of Hindu society had already com­
menced. While the offsprings resulting from the marriage of mem­
bers of each class among their respective communities were considered 
natural, pure, and legitimate, intermarriages between different classes 
were freely allowed. The children of such promiscuous marriages 
were, however, held to occupy a very inferior rank in society, and 
excluded from the privileges in regard to inheritance and other matters 
to which legitimate offsprings were entitled. They were known as 

• Me.nu, Ch. X., verse 8. 
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Apaaa<Ja, or lower classes, and formed a numerous and ever-increasing 
section of the Hindu community, following a variety of professions. 
The offspring of a Brahmai;i marrying a woman of the Kshatriya caste, 
for instance, was called Murdhlnmailcf'l.. A BrahmaI_l marrying a 
Vaisya woman had an offspring known in Menu's time as Amhuahta, 
who followed the profession of a medical practitioner. The union of a 
Brahmai;i with a Sudra woman resulted in a Niaho<J or a ParaliarJa. 
In like manner, the offsprings of Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, and Sudras 
marrying women belonging to classes above or below them in social 
rAnk, came to be known under distinctive appellations, and followed 
different professions. Such marriages of mixed classes among different 
sections of the Hindu community multiplied castes to an indefinite 
extent. 

It is difficult-nay, almost impossible-to identify the names of the 
various mixed classes given by Menu with those existing at the present 
day, and t1ice veraa it is equally hard or impossible to trace many 
of the existing castes back to their original sources. In their treatment 
of these claases, Hindu writers subsequent to Manu have not, as a rule, 
given their names, so as to furnish some link connecting the present 
with the past divisions of Hindu society. The process of disintegration, 
however, once commenced, appears to have been ever at work. Wher­
ever the A'ryans advanced, whether in the south, east, or west, they 
carried with them their own organization of society, and permitted the 
formation of mixed classes to assist the development of their race. 

One feature of these classes which materially fostered this development 
remains to be noticed. It was poss;ble in the time of Menu for a de­
scendant of a mixed caste to rise to the rights, dignity, and position of a 
high caste. Thus an Amh111lita or Vaidya-a medical man (the offspring 
of a Brahma!} married to a Sudra woman)-could attain to the dignity 
of a Brahma)]. in the seventh line of descent, provided the successive 
female issues in his family were married at each period of the line to a 
BrahmaI_l. Y 11.jiiavalkya even goes further when he says that the rise to 
a higher caste may take place in the fifth as well as the seventh line of 
descent. In this manner it may be easily supposed that many BrahmB!]., 
Kshatriya, and Vaisya families, degraded by matrimonial alliRnces with 
castes of inferior orders, must have been restored to their pristine dignity. 
Those for whom it was not possible to reach this position among Brah-
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manica:l 'Castes p~bably secured a place at least high« than that 
occupied by them before. 

If this process of multiplying castes had gone on for a consider­
able length of time, the iustitution would have broken down by its own 
inherent weakness. A change, however, of a restrictive character 
appears to have cgme over this process of multiplication. The Brah­
m&J]. ceased to marry a Kshatriya, Vaieya, or SU.dra woman; the Ksha­
triya ceased to marry a wgman of a caste superior or inferior to himself, 
and so on. Marriages thus came to be confined amongst members of the 
same community. The exact period when this change came over Hindu 
socrety it is difficult t.o determine. As:Brahmanism began to exercise 
a stronger hold over the community, and the higher classes grew more 
powerful. greater restrictions came in couse of time to be placed on die 
mutual intercourse of different classes. Aad accordingly we have, at 
tbis day, castes wlsich, as will be seea in the sequel, are distinct 
communities in themselves, each !saving a social world of its own, withill 
which its sphere o( action is most rigidly confined. 

Modem castes, especially the higher ones, are very compact bodies, 
held together by bonds which, it would not be perhaps quite correct to 
characterise as indissoluble, &.re yet such as cannot be broken through 
with impunity in the present state of popular feeling. There are social 
lines of demarcation separating each of the classes, which, though not 
easily distinguishable by strangers, are still sufficiently understood by 
members of each caste for all practical purposes of life. Of the 
numerous restrictions which fence them, the most important, and, at 
the same time, the most stringent, are in respect of- lst, eating and 
drinking ; 2nd, formation of matrimonial alliances; and, 3rd, practical 
observances in regard to the doctrine of touch. The non-observance 
of these and other restrictions ell:poses a member of a caste to the penalty 
of excommunication. 

I~ the absence of any authentic or connected accounts of 
castes during the long interval which separates modem Hindu society 
from the period of Manu's Cgde, we nre left to grope in the dark as 
ro the various phases which the institution assumed du.ring the 
successive epochs when Brahmanism was on the decline ; when the 
Buddhist religion gained ascendancy over popular forms of belief; and 
when, again, the revival of Brahmauical forms of worship became para-

14 ra8 
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mount throughout the country. It seems highly probable that the 
effect of these and other potent forces working on the aociety ".f&!I at fir1t 
to multiply its divisions, and subsequently to confirm the social separa· 
tion by the compactness which they assumed. Though Buddhism de­
clined, and, in course of time, became extinct from the land, Jainism­
an offshoot of Buddhism-has continued to this day to flourish in Gujarat 
and other provinces of India. This baa had no small share in multi­
plying cutes. During the period of Mahomedan rule in India also, 
among the other poli~ical forces which were at work, the conversion of 
Hindus to the Mahomedan faith received very active support from the 
rulers. And we have this day communities like the Borahs, Khojas, 
Memons, &c., who are no more than Hinduized Mahomedans. 

One reason why no progress baa been made in obtaining a satisfactory· 
account of modem caates is to be found in the very summary manner in 
which the 11ubject is disposed of by writers on Hindu Law. In treatises 
on the Dharma-S.Wras, for instance, we find their authors, down to the 
latest date, adhering to the traditional classification. All rules lllld 
precepts enjoined in these law-books under the respective heads .;# cla6r 
(Religious Observances), Yya'Oak/Jr (Law and Custom), and Prayuclti~ 
(Penance), have been given in reference to the different sections of Hindu 
BOCiety, aa if the component elements of that society, down to this day, 
were only four, and no more, and that the numerous tribe& and castes 
found at the present day were still referable to one or other of its prin· 
cipal divisions, Now, it may be acknowledged that, so far as the 
Briihma~s are concerned, the old classification would hold good. 
Divided and subdivided as the Brahma~s are into numerous tribes and 
caates (and they are more so in Gujarat than in any other part of India), 
they seem, upon the whcile, to have, at all times, and in all parts of 
the country, formed a class distinct and distinguiahable from the rest of 
the Hindu population, and have preserved the purity of their race intact, 
with, perhaps, the best and worst features of their class. They are still 
the predominant caates in Hindu society. The duties assigned to them 
by Manu of learning and teaching the Vedas, of offering sacrifices and 
officiating at the sacrificial rites, and of making and receiving gifts, are 
to this day performed by them, and, of late, by them exclusively. As 
a warrior class the Kshatriyas have mostly ceased to exist. Neither the 
protection of subjects, nor the offering of sacrifices, nor the study of the 
Vedas, forms, or is considered to form, a part of the religious duty of 
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those who, like the Rajputs, still claim to rank among the descendants 
of the Kshatriyas of yore, except by a very small class. Even where the 
above are considered to be their essential duties, such duties have aeldom, 
if ever, been performed by the Rajputs at the preaent day. Again, 
Kakatriya as many of the reigning houses in Rajput8.oa. Gujarat, 
Ka~hiavaq and Kachh are, and claiming, as they do, to trace their de­
srent from the Solar and Lunar dynasties, there can be little doubt, I 
think, that, excepting perhaps a few, many of the so-called Rajput 
tribes of the present day exhibit characteristics which, to say the least, 
are a very wide departure from those of Manu's Kshatriyas. 

The Brahma Kshatriyas of Gujarat, and the Bhattis; from whom 
the Bha.tias of Bombay and Kachh trace their descent, also lay claim tG 
a Kshatriya origin. It is often difficult, as obaerved in a previous part, 
to identify the bulk of other castes with any one of Manu's priocipal 
divisions. While claims are often put forward by many of them to be 
ranked in the category of 'd11ij' or twice-born classes, they are as often, 
and with perhaps equal vehemence, resisted by the superior classes.• In 
Gujarat the Va~ii\s·or Banyans claim to be regarded as a purely Vaisya 
class. They even go further, and reckon themselves as next only to 
Brahma9s, leaving the small class claiming to be the representatives of 

. Kshatriyas behind them. Yet some of the common attributes assigned to­
the twice-born classes by Manu are wanting in them. As a matter of 
fact, they do not undergo the Upanayana SanalcUrs, or ceremonies 
connected with the putting on of the sacrificial cord ; nor, as a. con­
sequence of not undergoing the rites, do they wear the Yaj1_1opa11it. 
the common symbol of a d11ija.t Again, they neither study the Vedas 
nor are permitted to perform the sacrificial rites. They are Wl· 

doubtedly the great trading and banking class in Gujarat, Ka~hi&vad, 

and Kachh, where they are known by the general appellation of 
"Mahaja11," or "great people." In modern times, however, the 
profession of a Ya'!'ik by no means constitutes any claim to identity 
with Manu's Vaisyas. Many other classes there are in Gujarat who, 
though they put on the sacred thread and assert their right to be 

• Instances of this are very common in Hindu eociety. 
t In the Dekkau and otlier parte of India, the Banyans do pnt on the thread, 

so that the wearing of the eacrificial cord by a Hindu is no indicatbn of his 
being a member of the Brahmanical castes. 

9 
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nnked 11mon~ the Brahmanical classes, are looked still upOll u inferior 
to them.: 

A change, :however, is rapidly ceming enr easte feelmgs, •nder 
the influence of Western culture and ci'rilization. It is of the gravest 
import to- the future well-being of Hindu society. EdUCBtion of the 
highest kind is now open t<> nll class<.'11 of Her Mnjesty'11 subjects wh~ 
ean avail tllcmselves of it, irrespcetive of caste, cDlonr, or creed. 
Merit and competency are becoming more potent iustroments of 
worldly advancement than rank or social position. Rigid as the 
bonds which hold ca8tes togcthet' appear to be, there are· aot wanting 
signs nt the present day indicating that the. limits of rigidity have been 
reached, anc! a turn towards the loosening of the screw has aTready 
commenced. The forces which ha'<e conspired to maintain the social 
equilibrium are fast beginning to grow weaker, nnd tI1e future or castes 
has already become a problem of the day. No question connected witlt 
the future of Hindu society, howeTer, requires greater caution to deal 
with,. or demands a wider knowledge of the world and o( the pre­
dominant forces which actuate human nature,-no .question. it seems,. 
stands more in need of being looked at or approached from a feeling of 
respect for the prl'judices of the people. It must be remembered als<>. 
that whereas the destructi,·e forces, opposed ns they are and wilt be, will 
take less time to accomplish their work, those of reconstruction are­
nry slow processes indeed. Hindu. society is not a mass of inert body .. 
capable, like clay, ofbeiug moulded into as corn·enient forms and shapes 
llll an artizan mny desire. It has to be dealt with in a way which makes 
the greatest demands upon the practical wisdom and sagacity of those 
who u.ndertake the work. That re-constructed it will be admits of 
little douht when we look to surrounding eircu.mstnnces ; but the ques­
tion is h.nw to do it, wha.t to nYoid, and what to receive. 

There is,. perhaps,. no other pro.vince of India which exhibits a greater 
nriety and multiplicity of castes than the f.ertile land of Gujarat. No.­
where, perhaps, have the A'ryuns deYeloped their social orgnnizatioa 
into such an intricate la.byrin.th ns here. Amongst the Brahma1.1s the 
divisions generally accepted constitute eighty-four castes. But if we 
take the Brnhmanical castes as we find them at this day, the number 
is more than a hundred. The same remark holds true of" Va1.1ias," 
who hnl"e their cl1a1ml11i or 8-l castes. Eighty-four is a mystic number, 
like five, nine, &c.: for where the nu.mber of existing cnstes do not 
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come up to 84, we have castes from other provinces, having but few 
representatives in Gujarat. imported into calculation to make up the 
number. Accordingly, it is not surprising that lists of castes from 
different parts of Gujarat Proper, Ka~hiav&4, and Kachh should vary. 
Again, the Rajputs alone constitute 99 castes. The Brahma Kshatriyas, 
Khattris, and Bha~ are classes widely different from the Rajputs. 
The Kayasthas form a pretty important class in Surnt, Broach, 
and Ahmadabad districts. The Kunbis, who form the bulk of the 
agricultural classes, are divided into three branc~es-Lewil, Kudwa, and 
Anj1u.1.1i. As we descend lower in the scale of society, we meet with 
castes more or less professional. In their case it is difficult to mark 
with nicety tribal distinctions from those arising out of professions or 
trades, different castes often following the same calling. There are, 
however, professional castes in every large village, town, or district. 

The list of castes and their subdivisions given below must be con­
sidered pro,·islonal, being subject to modifications as inquiry extends. 
In submitting it to the Society, the object chiefly kept in view is to 
give the names of those castes and subdivisiona only which have a 
distinct recognition in Hindu society, and which exhibit sufficiently 
wide differences in social intercourse to desene separate mention. 

1.-BRAHMANICAL TRIBES. 

A.-BRA1
BMAN8. 

Firat Group, compriaing 6 aubdiuiaion.a of Nagar BrJ.Amaw. 

I. Vadnagara Nagar. • •• CfTol'll'U" ;rflft if1111'1'. 
2. Visalnagara ,, ... fcH18'1•i<I ,, ,. 
3. Sa~hodara .. . • . ~<T ,, ,, 
4. Pra.Snora ., ..• lf'1'iu 
5. Krisi;iora 
6. Chitroda 

.. 
" 

••• 'FJITT 
... f~ 

.. " 
" •• 
" " 

Second Group, comprui"!l 3 aubdiuuiona of U' dichya Brallman.r. 

'l. Siddhpura. } also known as r«~r. } ~ ~ 
8. Sihora ... Sahasra U'dichyas. ftrirrr. a-~ ipr lfif-~. 

9. To!akiya u~dichya . .. . .. ~l!T ~· 

Third Group, eompri1ing 6 aubdir:iaion.r of Mo<Jha Brahman.r. 

13. Trivedi Majha. • •. ~ ~ il'llPT· 
11. Ch&tunedi do. .. . ~ 11 ., 
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12. Agi'ra8a~ Maj.ha ... ei:tfllqi('4j0ji lfB' i1111"'1"· 
13. Dhinoja ... ~. 

" " 14. Je~hi ... ~. 
" " 15. Tandala or T&ndalja ••. ... "'~(if~.) 

FourtA Group, o/ 13 au/Jdioi1io111 of BrifAmaM . 

16. S&chora ... ~. 
17. U'dambani. . .. ... ~~· 
18. Narsapura ... ... om!Tl<f· 
19. V alii.dara or V a~dara • • • ~ af1.AT lflf{(f. 
20. Pangorl. . •. qtfnt". 
21. Nadodara . .. ~. 
22. Girnara ... ~. 
23. Somapura . .. ml(f· 
24. Harsora . .. fm<T· 
25. Sajodhani. . .. ~. 
26. Gangaputni. •.• . .. 1filrrn"· 
27. MajhamRitni. . .. irrm. 
28. Gomitra • . • 1frflr.;rr. 

FijtA Grovp, of 7 n/Jdioi1ioM • 

29. Sri Gau4 ... ~or -.trift:r. 
... ~th. 30. 

31. 
32. 
33. 

Gurjar Gau<}. ..• 
Karhe(Ja 
Waya4a 
Bha~ MewadD. 

34. Trawil<J.i Mewaq.I. 
35. Dravi48 

···~· 
• •• qflfiT • 

... "If?" 1fcn"ir. 

.. . '!R1iT lmll". 
... ~. 

Si:rtA Group, n/ 17 au/JdirJi1ion1 • 

36. Deshwa! ... mrm-. 
37. RayakwAJ ... (lq41<4ial· 
38. RajhwaJ . .. mrm. 
39. Khe~awil! . .. ~. 
40. Sindhuwa! ···~· 
41. Palliwa! • • • qfir.rrar. 

42. Oomtiwa! .. . 1fiiITTr;rr;;r. 
4;J. lntnw•i! ... fccnm· 
4 t. l\le4atawa! • • . ~ifPITiif. 
4.i. Gayawa! . .. 1Jq'l'fT"'". 
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46. Agastyawal ... afllf<'liillaJ. 
47. Pretwal . .. ~. 
48. Y&j!].ikw&! ... q1f'l14iillii 0 

49. Ghaqwal ... ~. 
50. Pdqwal.I ···~· 
51. U'newal . .• oifilTm. 
52. W.jwal ... ~. 

St'Dentlr. Group, o/ 9 n6dir1uiou . 

53. Kanoji! ... ~. 
54. Sarvari& ···~· 
55. Kan do Ii! . .. ~. 
56. Karkhelia . .. ~. 
57. Parwali& . .. ... Q(i!(j '4'1q1. 
58. Sora~hi.8. ... ~. 
59. Tangmo4i& . .. ~. 
60. Sano~hi.8. . .. ~. 
61. V an&vaddh! .•• ... ~-'fT. 

Eigli.tlr. Group, of 9 1ubdifliaion1. 

62. Mo~a . . • iitin'aJT. 
63. Zaro!& • .. ~ffi;ar. 
64. W.yapa!A • • • (('lfqm[". 

65. Kapila .. • 4i"!flMr. 
66. Akshayamanga!& ... ai19qif•iaJI. 
67. Gliga!i • .. 1J1Ti'8r •. 
68. Napa,J • .. ;rrqm. 
69. Ana val& ···~· 
70. SrlmaQI • • • '!ftlrrctt. 

Nintlr. Group, of 2 nbdifliaiou. 

71. Valmik& ···~· 
72. Naradik& ... ~. 

Tt11tlr. Group, of 2 nbdir1ilion1 • 

73. Kaling& ... ~. 
7-1. Telingit . .. ~. 

Eleo"ntlr. Group, o/ 3 aubdiflilioM . 
75. Bh&rgava ... ~. 
76. Ma!vi ... ~. 

9 • 
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T1Delftla Gror.p, of 3 nfJdimion.1. 

77. Nanddv~. ... . •• ~· 
78. Bharth&r;i.&. . .. . •. ~· 
79. Push~&. .•• • •• ~-

80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
81. 
85. 
A6. 
87. 
88. 

T!&irtt!t!wt!& Group, of 9 1u6dioi8io'll1. 

Sarasva~ ···~· 
Kha4H.ya~a ... ~. 
Maru.;. . •• 1ffl'. 
:pa him& ..• tjt111. 
Chovis& .•. . .. ~. 
Jambu ... . . . "f'i!. 
Marathi ••• Jl"U'tt. 
:padhicha ···~· 
Lal&~ ... . .. ~-

B.-MJXED CLASSES. 

a. Brahma Kahatriyu. 
6. Bha~tia or Bh&~i&a. 
c. Rajputa 

. .. iR!'ri . 
..• 1'R iilPAt" ~. 

···~· 
(Tkirty-1iz prineipal claue• of Rajput1.) 

I. Suryav~i, or the Solar Race. ~. 
2. Chandravani:R, or the Lunar 

Race .•. ~-
3. JH.davavan.,i . .. ... "''<q•hn. 
4. Kachhwilh& ... . .. ifl~qll!i· 

5. Parmar .•• ... lf{ll'['{ • 

6. Tu war ...~. 

7. Chahuwan ···~· 
8. Solanki ... ~. 
9. Chandel... . .. ~. 

IO. Silar ... ... ~. 
11. Abhivar ... ~. 
12. Dahima ... <ftlrr. 
13. Mukw&n! ···~· 
14. Gohil... ···~· 
15. Guhilot ••• ~~;:r. 
16. Clui.vacJ& . .. ~. 
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17. Pad.Mr . .. qm • 
HI. Ra~ho4. .•. ttiiT. 
19. DevacJ! . .. ~. 
20. Tank .•. . .. zR;. 
21. Sindhava ... ~. 
22. Aniga ... • • • ::ir-ft'1T. 
23. Yo~ika . .. ~. 
24. Pratihar . .. srft!rrl{' 
25. :Padhikhat .•• ~IJR". 
26. Karatpal or Ka~hls . • • ltiRGqfi'f~ • 

27. Ko~wal ... ~. 
2t4. Hun ... . .. r""· 
29. Haq.a ..• . •• t1'1T· 
30. GoucJ ... ••. fnT, 
31. KamacJ or Je~hava ···'li"'ITI°•Jrrn. 
32. Ja~ ... • •• 317 • 

33. Dhyanpal ···~· 
34. Lakum ···~· 
35. Rajpal ···~· 
26. Kalch:11n . .. ~. 
The Yalairianclalu or Rajput genealogista trace the Rajputs to five 

original families :-The Parman, the Ra~hods, the Yadava or Jadavas, 
the Chawans, and the Solankis, each of which bu the following 
branches:-

Parmars have 35 branches. 
R8.~hoq.s .. 13 do. 
Yadavas ,. 20 do. 
Chahuwans.. 24 do. 
Solankis ., 7 do. 

Total...... 99 branches. 

d. Tlae Banyana or Y <i!'ilu. 

(Eig/&ty-four ca1te1 of Yania1 or Ba11yan1.) 

Fird Group, o/ 16 ca1te1. 

1. Sri Srhnall • • • -.ft' o,ftimfr. 
2. Sri-Mali ... ~. 
3. Aganal ···~· 

15ra1 
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4. Anerval 
5. .Atbarji 
6. .Architval 
7. Orv&! 
8. Osval 
9. An4or8 

10. Katherval 
I J. Kap6! 
12. Karbern 
13. K&kalia 
14. Ktijotivul 
15. Kort& val 
16. Kllmboval 

17. Kha«1.ayat& 
18. Kh&tarvil 
19. Khichi 
20. Khandevill 

21. Gasora 
22. Gujami.l 
23. Goyalval 

24. NafUk 

... ar-fmM. 

... ~. 
••• af~l"Qf. 

• .. lff(ltlm. 

... ai~ar. 
... atnrr. 
... <fiO~ • 

. . . Cfiqfar. 
... ~. 
.•• ltiAi~3Jr. 

. . . lfinfi"itmr. 
••• ~;:r. 

••• Cfi"~~-

Second Group, of 4 11tfJdi11i1ion1. 

... Gf?rfflr. 
... ~. 
... ~ . 
... ~. 

Tliird Group, of 3 nbdi11i1ion1 . 

... itmff. 
···~· 
... 1Tt~~-

Fourth Group, of 5 111bdi11i1io111. 

. .. ~. 
25. N arsinhaparai . .. if\~~-
26. Niigar . .. ;rrrrr. 
27. N·lgadd ···~· 
28. Nalghor1i ... ;wifu. 

Fifth Gro11p, of 2 1ubdiri1ion1 . 

29. ChitroQ.a ... ~. 
30. Chehetr1h·ail .•. ... ~'"'"'"'· 
31. Jharolai 
32. Jirannil 
33. Jaih·al 
34. Jema ... 

Si:rth Group, of 7 aubdi11i1ion1 . 

... ~~-
·•· ~;:r. 
... hijf;:r. 
... irirf. 
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35. Jam bu ···~· 
36. Jbaliyara ... ~. 
37. Thakarval ... ...~;;r • 

Se11entlr. Group, of 5 1ubdivi1ion1 • 

38. Didu ... ... ~. 
39. Dindoria. . . . ;ifl"h'tqr 
40; Disavat ... ···~· 
41. Terota ... 

,, 
... 1'f{ffi 

42. Tipora ... ... ifMru. 
Eighth Group, of 2 111bdi11i1ion1 

43. DasarH... ... ~u. 
44. Doilval... . .. u~. 

Ninth Group, of 13 aubditiinon1 . 

45. Padmor&. ... q'G11'm. 
4fi. Paleval... . .. ~. 
47. Pusbkarval . •• ~(lrli'f . 

48. Panchamval-PanchL .. . . . ~-qf'l!fa'. 
49. BativarL. . .. ~. 
50. Baruri ... . .. ffi'r. 
51. B.iis ... ... il'l'f(f • 

52. Bagria ... ... ~. 
53. Babarvul Bahnr ... ... •triffclTM-~rart. 
54. BamaJ>vall . .. ifT '1"'1n1Ti'f • 
55. BH.lmivul .. . Cffi'!lfm;;r. 
56. B&hor ... ··- ifTfr('. 
'67. Bednorn ... ... ~-rm. 

Tenth Gro11p, cif 4 1ubditii1ioJU • 

58. Bh&gerval ... ~. 
59. BharijL. . • . -qrt'r"JIT. 
60. Bhugarval ... ~rmli'f . 
Cil. Bhangadai. ... 1jtm. 

Eltrenth Gro11p, of JO 1ubdiriaio111. 

G2. MeQ.at&vnl . .. Jrnrr;rr;;r. 
63. M&natdl. . .. iil~· 
64. M84 • .. l{~. 
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65. Mhewii.-Ja. 
~-. 

. .. if~· 
66. Mihina .•. . . . lfrfrtta:rr. 
67. l\langora. . .. lf1Tm. 
68. Mandahul. ···~· 
69. Mogha. . .. ~. 
70. Md.ndalia . .. ~. 
71. Mandora . .. .. lRTU· 

Twelfth Group, of 13 1ubdioi1ion1. 

72. LBc.L. 
73. U4isaka 
74. Lingayet. •. 
75. Vayada ... 
76. Stabi. .. 
77. Surarwal. 
78. Sirkerii... 
79. Soni .... · 
80. Sojatwal. 
81. SO.rvia .•. 
82. Soh&rwal 
83. ScichorL. 
8-t. Harsora ... 

e. OTHER CASTES, 

I. Kayastha 
2. LoMJ].ii 
3. Bha!].siili 

. .. ~. 

. .. ~~-
... ~. 
. .. llfffi. 
... fff'll . 
... ~"· . .. m{lf;cr. 
. .. ~-
••• ~.=>j. 

. •. ~3IT· 

·•• .:fiE1<11~· . .. ij'J'w. 
··· Hmr· 

CHIEFLY TRADERS. 

• • • 'fiT!fP,f • 
... iJn.1rr. 
. . . lf"Tmiir. 

11.-NO~-BRAH~IANICAL CLASSES. 

a. ARTIZANS, MANUFACTURERS, AND SHOPKEEPERS, 

I. Soni or Goldsmiths. 
a. Mas tan 1ITT'i'IT T. 
b. Tragag ~-
c. SrlmaH -.ftJ!ra1't. 
d. Maru irr~. 

2. Kansara <ti°i1TIT Braziers or Coppersmiths. 
3. Su tar ~ Carpenters. 

a. Vaidya. tq 
6. Pancholi. ffaT 
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4. Lohar ~rm Blacksmiths. 
5. Kogiya ~ Bricklayers. 
6. Sala~... ~ Masons. 
7. Oza or Kumbhar aitW-W· Potters. 
8. Dirzi .. . . •. ~ ~ Tailors. 
9. Navi, Hajam, or Valund .•. ~!<ft, fJ!llr ~ lf('lii?;. Barbers. 

JO. Sa!vi or Khattri, ~lfr-tcrfr. Weavers. 
11. BMwsar or Chhipa ... ~,;m a:r~ ifr:ir. Calico-printers. 
12. Ga!iara . . . lfa!rimr Indigo-dyers. 
13. Saraiya or Sikalgara rnr a:r~ fu~· Polisher11 

of iron instruments. 
14. Chuggai:l ~ Manufacturers of elephant-teeth 

bangles. 
15. Barogia iftitt'qr. 
16. Rajbhara Ulf'lffi. 
17. Kamalia lfi'lm~. 
18. Sargadia mlffS'l!T· 
19. Bhaq.bhunB. 'qf~lff· 

b. AGRICULTURAL CLASSES. 

1. Ku~bi ~r Culth-ators. 
2. MaJL.. irrarr Gardeners. 

=~- Kachhiya ~ Vegetable-sellers. 
4. Tambo!i ri"i{rm't Betel-leaf-sellers. 

c. BARDS, Mus1c1ANS, S1NGERS, DANCERS, BuFFooss, &c. 

1. Bha~ or Vahivancha 
2. Chara~ 

3. Gandhrava or Gandrap 
4. IlhavB.ya or Turg8.la 
5. Na~ or Bajania 
6. Pawaya 
7. Hijga 
8. Bhang 
9. Mull or Je;hi 

10. Gagru 

~ ~ ~r. Bards. 

~-
ir.rt or ir.f!f. Singers. 
11<Wfr ~r iftlTICiJT. Players. 
ore; a:r~ ~rirr. Rope-dancers. 

=~ ~Buffoons. 
~- J 
JJiJ a:f'q<U q. Gymnasts. 
lfr~. 
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d. LABOURING CLAISES. 

I. Gola ~. Grain-poundera. 
2. Kh&rwa «Rlfl"· Ship's crew. 
3. Bhoi ~· Pii.lkhi-bearen. "ll'TT· 
4. Dhobi 'c!Tift. Watermen. 
5. Bhistl fln;fr. W ater-beareni. 
ti. Bha9<Jari lfm'r. Toddy-collector1. 
7, Macchls imJT. Fishermen. 

e. SE(;J'll OF DEVOTEES AND RELIGIOUS MENDICANTS • 

I. Gosain . •. 1Tfutf. 
·2. Da9qi ... . .. ~1 
3. Jog{ or Yogi • .. ;;fj-ift ~ ~. 

I ... ~. 4. Tridar;iQ.i 
5. Aghori . .. af\lrtt. 
6. Sanyasl or Swami • • • ij'~ af'AT lif!lft", 

i. Paramhansa . .. ···~· 
8. Vairagi ... ~. 
9. Bharathnrl . .. ~ . 

IO. Digambara ... ~. 
11. Jangam ... ;;jtpr. 
12. Brahmach:i rl ... • . . il1l'irfr. 
13. Abdhuta • •• aror{i'r· 
14. Udhi ... ~. 
15. Kapa Ii .. . <ti~ 
16. Teliylirajil ... ~CTlff. 
17. Bahurupi . .. ~. 
18. Gorji... ... rfmft 
19. A'rjL. ... affro. 
20. Siwtfn ... rn<rar. 

j. MESSF.NGERS, AnENDANT11. 

1. Rawa!i~·a ... ~. 
2. Wilghari • .. llTtrt'r. 

g. WoaKKRs IN LEATHER. 

1. Mochi: JJ~. Shoemakers. 3. Dufgar. ~ 
2. Chamrir, ChamndiB., "lflm', 'ltri!"ITTr. 

or Khalpa. af1.AT ~. 
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"· SHEPHERDS. 

1. Ahira. ~. 2. Bharwa<J. or Rabari 'IITTT! 3'1AT ~. 

i. INFERIOR CLASSES. 

1. "Pheq.a or Mehetar. n <n"irl;R 4. Sindhwa. f{r.rcn'. 
2. Olga1:1.1i. or Bhangi. :affi:prrrrr af~r 'lflft. 5. Turi. !fl'r· 
3. Garo<J.a. lfITTT· 

III.-ABORIGINAL TRIBES. 

I. Koli, Dharala, ~I l:JT'Ua'r I 8 Talaniya ifij5f'Jf rqr. 
Pagi, Ko~val. i:pfr.~rm. 9. Vaghri. "1<Jt'f. 

2. Bhill. lfr~. IO. Chodhra. ~.n:r. 
3. Naikra. ~· I I. Dhodia. ffi"qr. 
4. DU.bl&. ~· 12. Naik. ;:rpfli. 

5. Kalipuruja. 1'i'T1ilrrnr. 13. A'gri. 3'PT~. 
6. Bhauda. ~. 14. Magpela. 'llPT~· 
7, Dhangar. \f0!'1ft. 
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Aim XL-Note on a Lette1· from Mr. Grant Duff to the late 
Mr. H. E. Goldsmid, Bombay Oiuil Seruire, recountip,g thtJ 
circumstances under which the former wrute his History of 
tlte Marathas. By JAMES TAYLOR, Honorary Secretary 
to the Society. 

Ree.d 8th Aogoet 1872. 

At a meeting of this Society held on the 14th March 1867, * the 
subject of tbe collection and publication of original and authentic 
documents elucidative of l\larathi history (if such could be met with) 
was under consideration, and in the course of the discussion remarks 
were made by one or two members, of deserved influence, to the effect 
that Mr. Grant Duff's History of the Marathas hardly deserved the 
authority generally conceded to it, because it did not always specify 
the authorities on which the statements it contained were based. It 
was pointed out in the course of the discussion that this was altogether 
a misapprehension, as Mr. Grant Duff, in the preface to his History, 
stated in a very definite manner the sources whence he drew his in­
formation, and the authorities on which his History rested. After 
referring to the researches of the "indefatigable Orme," and the subse­
quent labours of Mr. Scott Warin~, Mr. Grant 1Jutf, in his preface, 
proceeds to remark that "circumstances placed me in situations which 
at once removed many of the obstacles which those gentlemen en­
countered, and threw materials within my reach which had been pre­
viously inaccessible." 

At the meeting referred to, when taking part in the discussion and 
supporting the views expressed by the then President, the Honourable 
Mr. Justice Newton, I took occasion to state that I had in my possession 
information, on the authority of Mr. Grant Duff himself, which showed 
in a striking manner how he became possessed of materials of the 
highest value which were " previously inaccessible," and on which 
materials his History was based. 

The information to which I alluded, (though I did not at the time 
mention it) is given in a letter written by Mr. Grant Duff himself to the 

• V&de Proceedings, p. vii. vol IX. Society's Journal. 
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late l\lr. H. E. Goldsmid, of the Bombay Ci,;1 Service; of this letter 
I possess a copy made by myself, and the original came into my hand 
in this wise. 

Towards the end of the month of October 1854, at the time the 
Bomhay Quarterly Review was projected, but more than two months 
before the appearance of the first number, I had a conversation with 
l\lr. Goldsmid (who was then Chief Secretary to the GoYcrument of 
Dombay) about the project, about getting contributions for it on Indian 
topics, and so on. The subject of the Marathas, their history and their 
literature, turned up, and I remarked it was a pity there was no new 
-edition of Mr. Grnnt Duff's History, which I said I knew had been 
long out of print at the publishers', and that it was difficult to procure a 
copy now. "Oh." he replied, as if taking a special interest in the subject, 
"Mr. Anderson* was speaking to me on this subject the other day,-if 
you think of doing anything you had better speak to him first ; but I 
told him that if anything was done, I thought the History should be 
continued to the annexation of Satara, and in that matter I fear we 
[meaning the British Gowrnment] will not show well." He immedi­
ately went on to remark, "But I suggested this very thing to Mr. Grant 
Duff himself, in a letter I wrote to him on the subject when I was at 
home on furlough in 1845-6, and rcceiYcd a Yery interesting letter from 
him in reply: I shall be glad to show it to you if you like." I thanked 
him for his kind offer, saying I should like much to see it. The next 
day he sent me the letter in an envelope with his compliments. I was 
greatly interested in the contents of the letter, and after a careful perusal 
.of it I wrote a note to Mr. Goldsmid at the Secretariat, asking permission 
to make a copy ofit, not for publication, but for my private information 
in the <'Vent of doing anything about a reprint of the History. He at 
once wrok back, in the offhand way that was characteristic of him, 
" Do nnything you like, only send me back the originnl when you are 
do11e with it." I thereupon made the copy of the letter which I now 
lay before this meeting, and returned the original to l\lr. Goldsmid. 

I saw him a week or two afterwards, when he again returned to the 
subject of Mr. Grant Duff's work. He told me that it had been his 

•Tho late Rev. Philip Anderson, M.A., author of The English in West em India, 
first editor u.nd one of tho principal contributors to tho Bombay Quarterly Re­
view. Mr. Anderson was also a Vice-President of this Society and took great 
interest in its affairs. 
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constant companion in the Deccan and the South l\faratha Ctiuntry 
when he was engaged on the New Revenue Survey (so well known by 
hi5 own name and that of his able coadjutor, Captain, now Sir George, 
Wingate), and it was because of the sense he entertained of the service 
the book had been to himself that he, when in England, wrote to Mr. 
Grant Duff, though a stranger to him at the time, to urge the bringing 
out of a new edition, which he said would be a boon to the junior 
serrnnts employed in the l\Iaratha districts of Western India. 

When I had this conversation with l\Ir. Goldsmid, he had already 
begun to suffer from the illness that so soon afterwards proved fatal. 
In November he took a trip to the Persian Gulf and returned somewhat 
improYed in health, but the improvement did not last; in December he 
was persuaded to take another trip to sea, and left Bombay with the 
in'tention of proceeding as for as Suez, hoping to return by the next 
mail steamer, but his state of health became worse, and he proceeded 
as far as Cairo, where he arrived in a state of exhaustion, only to die,­
and so passed away one of the ablest sen-ants in the Revenue Depart­
ment the Government of Bombay ever had. I well remember the 
intelligence of Mr. Goldsmid's death being received in Bombay by the 
mail which arrived towards the end of January 1855. It was on a 
Sunday morning: I had gone down to the Bunder to hear the latest 
news as the passengers landed, for it was the time of the war in the 
Crimea, and news of every fresh ewnt excited deep interest. But the 
news that saddened the few present on that occasi9n was the intelligence 
of ~Ir. Goldsmid's death at Cairo. When I was returning I met Lord 
Elphinstone's private secretary, Mr. Adam, hurrying down to the 
steamer; he stopped with me for a minute to discuss the news, and in 
reference to l\Ir. Goldsmid's death said, "What a loss to the public 
sen-ice!" 

I should mention that I published the substance of Mr. Grant Duff's 
letter in an article which I wrote on the l\Iarathas and their history in 
the Bombay Saturday Review shortly after the meeting of the Society 
above referred to. 

It wns then that it was suggested to me by the late President 
of the Rociety, and others, that the letter had so much nlue his­
toricall~· that it ought to be published in the Society's Journal with 
any remarks I might think fit to make regarding it. I quite con­
curred in this Yiew, though I hne been longer in carrying it out than 
I intended. I belieYe the members generally will admit that this 
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letter-giving an account by the author himself of the circumstances 
under which he wrote the history of the most remarkable native power 
that has existed in Western India in modem times, and that history 
itself perhaps the most valuable work that has been written on a 
special portion of Indian history-will do honou~ to the Society's J ouma l 
_in finding a place there. 

Letter from J. GRANT DUFF, Esq. (author of the "History of the 
Mahrattas"), to E. H. Goldsmid, Esq., Bombay Civil Service. 

Eden by Ban.ff, January 30th, 18.46. 

. As to a second edition, about ten years ago, in conse­
quence of repeated suggestions on the subject-for I had individually 
no pleaaure in recurring to it-I wrote to the publishers, Longman and 
Co., but their reply was not so encouraging 11.s to induce me to begin 
recasting many ill-written passages, which I sometimes thought of, but 
had always some more immediate object of interest or business. 

I am aware that it cannot be purchased even of booksellers ; but 
even if the publishers now wished it. I should be much more inclined­
though I could not now be bothered re-writing-to publish a second 
.edition on testimonials such e.s yours than from any other consideration 
whatever. 

I think your suggestion very good, what you propose would make 
it more portable and better fitted to the end I had in view. 

Your interest in the work, and in case you should ever become an 
Indian author, leads me to tell you something of its origin and progress. 

It ought, and perhaps would, have been undertaken by Mr. Elphin­
stone had he not so soon then removed from the Deccan to Bombay. 
I began to collect materials at his (Mr. E.'s) and Sir Thomas Munro's 
suggestion, least we should lose the only chance of recovering the records 
of a very extraordinary power, the history of which was only known in 
a Yery superficial manner. As I went on collecting, I was obliged to 
unite the fragments in order to ascertain what was wanted, and I soon 
found myself obliged to employ agents, not merely within the confines 
of Maharashtra, but all !>ver India. 

I wrote the greater part of the work when otherwise working twelYe 
and fourteen hours daily without intermission (and of what sort you 
know), whilst some of the gentlemen with me, who had their full share 
1 0 
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of public busine88, particularly Mr. W. R. Morris, still in the Service, 
most zealously assisted in translating the mass of materials which were 
selected from a still larger mass, read over without discovering a single 
fact on which we could depend. To account for some apparently very 
careless passages, I must tell you that I was subject to very severe 
headaches, which at last became wry agonizing, returning every fifth 
day, and la.sting from six to sixteen hours at a time, requiring me to 
work with wet cloths girt about my head, and I always could do best 
and most as the fit went off, so that I very often was induced to write 
on, upon these occasions, requiring no sleep until next night. 

I was, as might have been expected, driven home; but it was some 
time before I had health or inclination to get through the task I had 
undertaken. At last I sent the MS. to the late Mr. Murray. It was 
read and approved of by the person to whom he submitted it. I waited 
upon the potentate of Albemarle Street, who told me he would publish 
the work if I would alter the title. I said " it was a history of the 
Mahrattas, and only of the Mahrattas." " Who knows anything about 
the Mahrattas 1" "That's the reason," said I, "the book has been 
written ; no one does know much about them." " Well," replied 
Murray, "and who cares to know ? If you call it the Downfall of 
the Moguls, and the Rise of the English, or something of that kind, 
it may do, but a Hiatory of the Mahrattaa-that will never sell !" I 
was not in the least discouraged, although I too well knew that what 
l\lr. Murray said was true, and amongst other drawbacks, although 
India is now beginning to excite a little more interest in England, no 
one can write or speak of India as of Europe-the feeling which cheers 
and impels the writer or the orator by an indescribable . •. . sympathy 
is wanting, and hence the tiresome task which the narration of events 
purely Indian imposes. Of course I do not mean such narratives as 
Orme's Carnatic, which is more exciting than it could have been made 
by the fancy of De Foe. I got the MS. laid before Sir James Mack. 
intosh, who most kindly, without stopping to finish it, walked from 
Cadogan Place to Paternoster Row (before the days of omnibuses), and 
at his recommendation Longman and Co. immediately wrote to me 
offering to publish it. It went through the press in six weeks, and 
many errors corrected by me escaped the vigilance of the compositor: 
the reason was the MS. was too distinctly copied; had it been in such 

• Illegible in original. 
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an abominably indistinct hand as mine, one of their best men would have 
been selected, but because distinct, I got one of the less experienced. 

The late Mr. Rees was the partner with whom I chiefly communi­
cated. No publisher in London at that time understood the business so 
thoroughly. When calculating the sale, I was surprised when he put 
down a very small proportion for ludia. The reason he said was 
"people in India don't buy- they read, but borrow-and it would be 
loug before the Mahratta History would be bought as an outfit book." 
Murray was so far quite right-people require to know something 
before they desire to know more. 

The publishers took the risk. The book cost me upwards of £2,000 
before it went to press. The Court of Directors took 40 copies-which 
they would have done equally, had it been a Mahratta JTocabulary, and, 
as a general rule, is liberal : but, although I collected all those materials, 
certainly valuable to Government, and gave them an original and most 
valuable map, they never even acknowledged the receipt of the latter. 
They never inquired, and I certainly never stated, that I lost upwards 
of £1,700 by what I had done, and indeed, excepting a very few, I do 
not suppose any Director or aspirant of that period even opened the 
Mahratta History after they became Directors-a matter of no conse­
quence, excepting as discouraging to such servants of the Company as 
may engage in extraordinary labour, and whom most certainly it is 
their province at least • *. . in order to stimulate others in a like 
course. 

It is not unusual to send copies of new books to the principal 
re,iews, and even to make interest, to ensure a favourable notice ; but 
I begged Mr. Rees in this case to do nothing of the kind, as time, and 
time only, could prove whether the matter was correct-and that must 
be tried by Indian authority hereafter. I had in the first instance the 
favourable opinion of the best authorities of the period as regarded my 
facts, and the-praise e\·en of a favourable critique was therefore but a 
mere puff-of use principally to the booksellers. Mr. Rees, however, 
quite agreed with we. 

These details, if not useful, may be amusing to you. * * * 

• Illegible in original. 
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-----Vaccine Operations (in the Agra 
Division), Report on the, in 1859-60. (By 
Dr. J. A. Currie.) Folio. Allahabad, 1861.----­

PEsBOTtJK BEBLUUJCE StJNJANA (Dustoor).-Pahlvi 
Grammar. 8vo- Bombay, 1871 ....................• The Author. 

P1LA.TE's Statement of Jesus. 18mo. Pht ............. ------
PueL1c INSTRtJCTJONin the Bombay Presidency; Report 

of the, for the year 1870-71. 8vo. Bombay, 1871Govt. ofB'bay. 
-----in Mysore; Report on, ditto 1870-71 

rmd 18;1-72. 8,·o. Bangalore, 18il and 1872 ..... ---



PRESENTS TO THE LIBUBY. 

PUBLIC WoRKB D.1:P.&.llTMBNT, Bombay Presidency; 
Administration of the, for 1870-71 & 1871-72. 

DoNou. 

Folio. Bombay, 1871 and 1872 .•..•..•...•....•..•. Gon. ofB'bay. 

R.&.1ENDRALALA M1Tu.-Notice1 of Sanakrit MSS. 
Vols. I. & II. 8vo. Calcutta, 1871 & 1872 .••... Govt. of Ben-

gal. 
REPENUNCB. Pht. 12mo. (6 copie1.) ................ Colonel Billet. 
RoMANIBM oa SUPERSTITION. Pht. 12mo .....•..•..•• 

---The Law and the Testimony. 8vo. Lon-
don ............................................... ····· ..... ------

Ruasu.N TR.ADE WITH IN01.a.. Pht. 8vo. 1870 .....• Rev. J. Long. 

SANSKRIT MANUSCRIPTS, A Catalogue of, contained in 
the Private Librarie.1 of Guarat, Kathiawad, &c. ; 
Fascicles I. & II., compiled under the 1uperinten-
dence of G. Biihler. 8vo. Bombay, 1871-72 .••.•. Govt. of B'bay. 

SCHERZER (Dr. Karl l"on).-Fachmanniache Berichte 
uber die Oaterreichish-Ungariache Expedition nach 
Siam, China, und ~apan, 1868-71. RI. 8vo. 
Stuttgart, 1872 .......................................... The Author. 

SEXE (S. A.)-Le Neve de Iutedal et 11e1 Glacien. 
Par C. de Sexe. Pht. 4to. Christiania, 1870 ••. ---­

S11IT&SoNUN BoARD OI' REGENTS ; Reports of the, for . 
the year 1870. RI. 8vo. Wuhington, 1871.. .••. Smithsonian 

Inst., Wuhn. 
Soc1ETY (RonL ASTRONOMICAL), Monthly Notices 

of the, for 1868-69. Vol. 29. 8vo. London, 1869. Royal Aatron. 

-----(TeE RoTAL Aeunc) of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Forty-eighth Annual Report of. 1871. 8vo. 

Society. 

Hertford . . . . . . . • .. . • . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .• • . . • . The Society. 

SuRVEYB, and of other Geographical Operatiou in 
India, Abstract of the Report of the, for 1870-
71. RI. 8vo. London, 1872 .••.••..•.•..••.••.•.... Government of 

India. 
TIDE TABLES for the Porta of Bombay and Kurrachee, 

1872. 12mo. London •.•.•.....••...••.•.••.....••..• Government of 
Bombay. 

2 '! • 2 a 
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DONORS. 
T1DE TABLES for the Port of Kurrachee, 1871-72. 

12mo. London .............................. Govt. of B'bay. 
TRADE AND NAVIGATION (The) of the Bombay Pre­

sidency, Annual Statement of, for the year . 
1870-71. RI. 4to. Bombay, 1871 ......... 

----of the Pro'rince of Sind ditto 
1870-71. Ditto. Kurrachee, 1871 ......... ---

TROOPS, Regulations for the training of, for Service 
in the Field, &c. RI. 8vo. London, 1871.------

UNIVERSITY CALENDAR (Bombay) for the year 1871-72. 
8vo. Bombay, 1872 ........................ University of 

V ACCINATJON throughout the Bombay Presijlency and 
Sind, Report on, for the year 1870-71. RI. 

Bombay. 

8vo. Bombay, 1871 ........................... Government of 
Bombay. 

WATER SUPPLY (The) of Bombay. Rl. 8vo. Lon-
don. 1872 ....................................... ----

WEBER (A. von )-Uber ein zum Weissen Yajus Geho­
riges Phonestisches Compendium, das Praty-
nasO.tra. 4to. Berlin, 1872. (2 copies.) The Author. 

PRESENTS TO THE MUSEUM. 

FROM lST JANY. 1871 TO 9TB JANUARY 1873· 

DONORS. 
CoINs (1) Old Copper, of the time of the late Emperor 

of Beejapore ................................. The Collector 
of Sattara. 

-(6) Copper, of Portuguese Govt. in India ...... Mr. Edward 
F. Victor da 

Costa, through 
J. Burgess, 

Esq.,F.R.G.S., 
M.R.A.S. 



l'KICSENT8 TO THE JfUBICUK. 

DoNOBB. 

CoJMS (7). Old Copper, Bactrian, dug up from the soil 
in the vicinity of Peshawar ..................... The Rev. T.R. 

Wa.de,C.M.S., 
through the 
Rev. J. S.S. 

Robertson. 
F.R.G.S., 
M.R.A.S. 

--( 8) Ancient Silver .•..•..•..•..•..•....•...•..•..•• A. Rogers, 
Esq., Rev­
enue Com­

. missioner. 
N. D. 

--(Some) Old Silver .••.••.•..••.•..••.•..•..•..••.•. Col. Anderson. 
Pol. Agen4 

Kol&poor 
and S. · M. 
Country. 

CoPPERPL.t.TE GR.ANT (1)-Discovered in Gujerat ...•. Maneckjee 
Adurji, Esq:. 
G.G.M.C. 

CoPPERPL.\TEB (2)-Frum the Bhownuggm Durbar ••• Dewan Gowree­
Shpkar, 
t.Drougfr J. 

DEWA.RA. (Metal)-Discovered in excavating (or the 
Revadunda and Mulla Creek Road in Ta-

Burgess, Esq., 
F.R.G.8.,. 

M.R.A.S. 

looka Ali bag . • • . • • • •.•..•....•••...•••.•..••..• The Collector 
of Colaba. 

Dhooparty (Metal)-Ditto ditto 

Bing ( Gold ) ............. , ..................................... Col. Anderson, 
Pol. Agent. 

Kola poor 
and S. M. 
Country. 
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DoNOR8. 
T.a.aLrr (Brua)-Beariug in relief a figure supposed to 

be that of Khundoba ........................... The Collector 
of Colnba . 

. 
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

COMMUNICATED BY 
BHAu D.ur . .,-Antiquities of Warangal and of Anum-

konda, the ancient capital of Telingana. · 
il1111trated with Photographs ............... The Author. 

----Facaimile, Transcript, and Translation of King 
Rudra Deva's Inscription at Anumkondia, 
with Remarks .................................... -----

----Discovery of complete Manuscript Copies of 
Bana's Harsha Charita, with an Analysis of 
the more important portions .................. ----

BvaLl:a (Dr. George).-.\ Note on the Historyof 
Sanskrit Literature ........................... -------

J4vsa1L.u. UMIA8B11NKER.-lfmdu Tribes and Castes 
in Gujerat ...................................... -------

MANl:CIUEE An.uuzz.-Transcript and Translation of 
a Copperplate Grant of the Fifth Century 
of the Christian Era, found iu Gujerat, with 
remarks by Profeasor Ramkrishna Gopal 
Bhandarkar .................................... ----·--

R.&111tRtsBNA GouL Be.&Nn•a1ua.-A Devanagari 
Tranacript and Date of a new Valabhi Cop­
per-plate, and a new interpretation of the 
figured dates on the publiabed grants of the 
Valabhi Dynasty ............................... -----

----Comideration of the Date of the Mahabharata 
in connection with the correspondence from . 
Colonel Ellia .................................... -----

V11BWAN4TH NARAYAN M4NDLIK.-Notes on the 
Shripe of l\lahabalesvara ..................... - ---
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PROCEEDINGS, OFFICIAL, LITERARY, AND SClENTIFIC, 

FaoM IST JANUARY 1871 TO 9Te JANUARY 1873. 

At a Meeting held on the 12th January 1871-

Rao Saheb Vishwanath Narayan Mandlik read a paper entitled Notes 
on the Shrine of "Mahii.balesvara." Ile presented to the meeting 
a copy of the Maliahale1uara-maliatmya, in Sanskrit, said to be a portion 
of the Skanda Purana. It consists of two chapters, containing 163 
verses. It describes the shrine and its neighbourhood as they now 
exist; and from its language and style of composition it appears to be a 
modern work. It recounts the origin of the five rivers, and describes 
the various places of worship, &c. on the hill. This shrine appears to 
be a modern establishment after the model of the very old shrine of 
Gokarna-Mahabalesvara, in Canara. The importance of collecting the 
local Maliatmyu was pressed on the Society's attention, as a means of 
preventing the concoction of modem stories, of which an exnmple was 
produced (being a copy of the Nirmala-ma/iatmya in Marathi). The 
J yotirlinga was next described ; and it was stated that Mahabnlesvara 
was not one of them, and that although it was described as linga, it 
was not so in reality. 

In reference to the question of the destruction and removal of 
architectural remains in various parts of the country, which had been 
considered at the meeting held on 10th November, Mr. Burgess read 
an extract from a letter, by Mr. Fleet, on the same subject, and it was re­
solved that the substance of the same should be embodied in the pro­
posed representation by the Society to Government on the whole question. 

At a Meeting held on the 13th April 1871-

The Honorable President laid before the meeting copy of a report 
made to the Madras Government by Mr. F. A. C. Boswell, Madras Civil 
Service, on the Archieological Remains in the Kiatna District. 

Ordered that the Secretary be requested to convey the thanks of the 
Societ~· to Mr. Boswell for his interesting report. 
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Dr. Bhau Daji read a report on 13 gold coins received from the 
Collector of Sattara, which were submitted to the Society at the last 
monthly meeting. 

The coins were reported as old (about 11th or 12th century), rare 
and valuable. The best thanks of the Society were given to Dr. Bhau 
Daji for his report, and it was resolved that the coins should be retained 
for the Society's Museum. 

Professor R. G. Bhandarkar read a paper entitled Transcript and 
Translation of a Copper-plate Grant of the Fifth Century of the Christian 
Era. 

It was moved by the Hon'ble Mr. Tucker, Preaident, and seconded 
by the Honorary Secretary, that the best thanks of the Society be voted 
to Mr. Maoockjee Adurjee for the valuable and interesting present of 
a copper-plate grant for its Museum, discovered by him in Guzet11.t. 

Dr. Bhau Daji then read papers on (I) Revised Inscription on the 
Delhi " Iron" Pillar at Kootub Minar ; and (2) Revised Translation of 
the Inscription on.the Bhitari Lat, with remarka. 

At a Meeting held on the 13th July 1871-

The Honorary Secretary read the following descriptive memo. oo 
96 amall Silver Coins, by the Collector, J. F. Fleet, Esq., C.S. :-

These coins, which a.re very small and of trilling weight, are stamped 
with a variety of impressions, but the only impression that can be clearly 
made out is that of a peacock shown on the eight coins in the packet 
marked A. I cannot make 011t the other impressions, and can find none 
very closely resembling them in the plates accompanying Thomas' edition 
of Priosep's Indian Antiquities. Two of the coins bear on one side 
letters in the Kayastha or Grantha character; one of them has the sylla­
ble de followed by va, part of which only appears on the surface of the 
coin, and the second has the syllable ril, so that these coins may p<»­
sibly be Vijnyanagara coins ofDevarao or Denriya, A.D. 1391-1414; 
but this is a mere conjecture, especially as the two parts of this name are 
on separate coins. Two other coins have marks on them that may 
possibly be lettered, but I cannot decipher them ; the mark on one of 
them closely resembles the l ( (} ) of the cave-alphabets. These 
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four coins are enclosed in the packet marked B. The packet C con­
tains the best specimens of the remaining coins, and the packet D the 
residue, the impressions on which are not so clear. An inspection of 
coins A and B shows that the stamp with which the impressions were 
formed was very much larger than the coins themselves. The four 
coins in packet A and one of those in D, marked on one side with a 
small half-moon, appear to be the only ones originally stamped on both 
sides. 

Dr. Bhau Daji read the following reports on 20 gold coins forwarded 
. by Government :-

The gold coins submitted to me for report are ten in number. They 
are equal in weight, viz. fifty-three and a half grains each. 

These coins are denominated Hdna Varaha, and vulgarly Pagodas. 

They are described in William Marsden's Numismata Orientalio. 
Illustrata (p· 735). 

Five of these hdnas have two figures on one side representing Siva 
and Parvati, the former having in one hand the triaula or trident, and 
in the other a deer. The reverse has, on a granulated ground, the 
Arabic character representing Ii, being the initial letter of the name 
of Hyder. 

According to Marsden, Fig. MLXXXII., it is called the Bah8.duri bun, 
and was coined by Hyder Ali subsequently to the conquest of Mysore 
and Ikeri Rajas. The weight of the huna under examination, however, 
is a little less than half of the Bahaduri buns described by Marsden. 
Two of the buns correspond to Fig. MLXXIV. of Marsden's plates. 
The inscription on one side is Sri 8adasiva, and not Sri Sadashiva, as in 
Marsden's figure. Sadashiva was a Raja of Ikeri, whose kingdom and 
person fell into the hands of Hyder. 

The remaining three correspond to Fig. MLXXII. of Marsden's 
plate XL VIII., there being two figures, Siva and Parvati, on one side, and 
an inscription on the reverse which may be read Sri Krishna Raja­
Sri Krishna Baja was the name of the late Mysore prince. 

lleport on l 0 Gold Coina. 

The ten gold coins submitted for report are llunas, with the in­
scription Sri Krishna Raja on one side, and two images on the obverse 
representing Siva and Parvati. They correspond to MLXXII. Plate 
XLVIII. ofMarsden's Oriental Coins. 
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Each of five weighs fifty-five grains, and of the other five fifty-four 
grains. 

The coins belong, I think, to the age of the late Raja of My10re. 

At a Meeting held on the 10th August 1871, Mr. Bhau Daji read 
original communications on the following subjects :-

Firat : Antiquities of W arangal and of Anumkonda, the ancient capi­
tal of Telingana, illustrated with photographs. 

Beeond : Facsimile, transcript and a translation of King Rudradel"a'a 
inscription at Anumkonda. 

TA.ird: Discovery of complete manuscript copies of B&na'a Hanha­
Charita, with au analysis of the important portions. 

Dr. George Biihler then read a paper entitled "A Note on the His­
tory of the Sanskrit Literature," of which the following is a brief 
abstract:-

A Jaina writer, Rajaaekhara, gives in his Prabhandakosha, composed 
A.D. 1348, a life of Sriharsha. He states that Srihareha, the son of 

Hira, was born in Benares, and composed the Naishadha-charita at the 
request of a king at that town. named Jaya.ntachandra, the son of 
Govinda Chandra. Various details, which Rajasekhara gives regarding 
Jayantachandra, especially the statement that he had the sumame­
Panjula, that he was a contemporary of Kumarapala, of Anakollapattao, 
and that he and his dynasty were destroyed by the MUS11almaos, show 
that Rajuekhara's Jayantachandra is nobody else than the Kuhtrakuta 
who reigned over Kanya Kubja and Benares in the latter half of the 
12th century, probably from 116li-I194. 

Ra.juekhara's account of the age of Sriharsha is confirmed by the 
fact that the latter states at the end of his N aishadhiyakavya that he 
wu honoured by a king of Kanya Kubja. 

ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 

Monday, 27th November 1871-the Hon'ble H.P. 'st. G. Tucker, 
President, in the chair. 

The Honorary Secretary read the Annual Report for 1870-71. 
Mem6er1.-During the past year 16 resident and 3 non-resident 

members were elected, against 23 resident and 9 non-resident elected in 
1869-70. 30 members have with drawn, and 5 died_ in the past year, 
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leaving 175 resident and paying members on the Society's roll. The 
number of the non-rtsident membera in India is 82. 

Li6rary.-During the year under review 526 works in 689 volumes 
were bought by the Society, against i40 in 1,003 volumes bought in 
1869-70, and 557 works in 1868-69. 

Ptriodical1.-The papera and periodicals taken by the Society are 
as follows :-

Literary, IO ; Illustrated, 8 ; Scientific, 34 ; Reviews, 8 ; European 
Newspapers, 22; l\fedical Newspaper, 1; Registers, Army Lists, and 
Directories, 18; French Literary and Scientific Periodicals, 8; Ameri­
can Literary and Scientific Periodicals, 8; American Newspaper, I; 
German Literary and Scientific Periodicals, 6 ; Indian N ewspnpers, 16 ; 
Indian Journals, Reviews, &c., 33; Ilatavian Society's Publications, 2: 
being 11 total of 131 Literary and Scientific Periodicals, nnd 45 News­
papers, or in all 176. Of these, 53 periodicals nncl transnctions of the 
learned Societies are given in return for the Society's Journal. 

Prtaenta to the Li6rary.-Fifty Miscellaneous works in 70 volumes, 
nml 150 Pamphlets, were presented to the Society during the year, 
chiefly by the Governments of India, Bengal, and Bombay; the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal ; the Royal Astronomical Society ; the Trustees to 
the British Museum; the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries; the 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington; the Boston Society of Nataral 
History; the Academy of Natuml Sciences, Philadelphia, and others. 

Prtaenta to the Muaemn.-7 old Bactrian Coins which were dug up 
Crom the soil in the vicinity of Peshnwur, presented by the Rev. 'l'. R. 
Wade, C.l\l.S., through the Rev. J. S. S. Robertson; 8 ancient Sil­
ver Coins, presented by A. Rogers, Esq., C.S., Revenue Commissioner, 
N. D.; one Copper-plate Grant, discovered in Guzerat, presented by 
Manockjee Aderjee, Esq., G.G.M.C.; and one Brass Tnblet bearing in 
relief a figure supposed to be that of " Khundoba," n metal " Dewn.ra," 
and a metal " Dhooparti," which were discovered in excavating for the 
Rewadundn nnd l\lulla Creek Roacl in Talooka Alibag, presented by the 
Collector of Colaba. 

ORIGINAL Co111MUNICATIONS. 

The following papers nnd reports on Coins nncl Copper-plate Grants 
were read during the year :-

1. " Notes on the Shrine of l\lohabalesmrn." By Rno Snheb 
VishvRDAth Namyan l\Iandlik. 

3u 
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2. Report on 13 Gold Coins received from the Collector of Sattara. 
By Dr. Bhau Daji. 

3. Report on 10 Gold Coins, called Ekairee Hoons, received from 
Government. By ditto. 

4. Observations on a Copper-plate Grant discovered in Guzerat by 
Manockjee Aderjee, Esq. By Ramkri.shna Gopal Bhandarkar, Esq., 
M.A. 

5. Revised Inscription on the Delhi "Iron" Pillar at Kootub Minar. 
By Dr. Bhau Daji. . 

6. Revised Translation of the Inscription on the Bhitari Lat, with 
remarks. By ditto. · 

7. ·Descriptive Memo. by J. F. Fleet, Esq., C.S., on 96 small Sil­
ver Coins which were dug up in the village of Hulli, Talooka Purusgad, 
forwarded by the Collector of Belgaum. 

8. Facsimile, Transcript, and Translation of King Rudradeva's In­
scription of Anumkonda, with remarks. By ditto. 

9. Observations on a complete copy of the Harsha Charita, with a 
commentary, discovered in Kashmir. By ditto. 

The Society', Journal.·-No. 27 of the Society's Journal has unfor­
tunately been delayed, much to the regret of the Committee, in conse­
quence of some of the coutributions not being returned from the writers 
with the punctuality so desirable in such matters, but the number is 
now in the press in a complete form, and will be published early next 
year. No. 28, containing the papers read in 1870-71, and the proceecl­
ings for the same period, is now ready for the press. 

Coin PurchatJetJ.-Many coins have been submitted for the inspection 
of the Society during the past year, principally under the resolution of 
Government requiring that coins found in any part of the Presidency 
should be submitted to the Society for opinion, with option of re­
taining such as the Society might wish to possess on paying the price 
placed on them according to their value as metal. From the coins sub­
mitted, a selection to the extent of 33 Rupees was purchased of those 
possessing interest and value, and of which no specimens were in the 
Society's collection. 

Manuacript and Photograph PurchatJetJ.-An o'pportunity offered of 
a selection from a collection of rare and valuable Maghadi and SllDBkrit 
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manuscripts through the medium of Mr. Burgess, one of the members. 
A very good selection wns secured of Photographs of Gimar and Ele­
phanta, with letterpress description, and of the Caves at Nassick were 
also purchased by the Society during the year at a cost of Rs. 360. 

Finance.-The financial state of the Society is on the whole satisfac­
tory, there being a balu.nce in hand at the present date of Rs. 5, 12£1-12-2. 

New Cataloguta.-In conformity with the resolution passed at the 
meeting of the Committee held in January last, the preparation of a 
Dew general alphabetical catalogue of all the works in the Library up 
to the end of 1S70 has been undertaken, and is now all but ready for 
the press; in consequence of the delay and labour in preparing it, the 
catalogue will be brought up to the end of 1871. 

W. Loudon, Esq., moved, and the Rev. J. S. S. Robertson seconded, 
that the Report now read by the Secretary be adopted. Carried 
unanimously. 

The meeting' then proceeded to the election of the Committee of 
Management for the year 1871-72. 

John Connon, Esq., M.A., moved, and Bhau Daji, Esq., seconded, 
that the Vice-Presidents, members of the Committee, and Auditors for 
the past year be re-elected, and the vacancies caused by the absence of 
General Tremenheere, Dr. Thom, F. F. Arbuthnot, Esq., and Col. J. 
A. Ballard be filled up as follows:-

The Lord Bishop of Bombay in place of General Tremenheere as a 
Vice President. 

Dr. W. Dymock, G. Norman, Esq., and R. West, Esq., in place of 
Dr. W. Thom, F. F. Arbuthnot, Esq., and Col. J. A. Ballard, and 
Prof. Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar to supply the other vacancy. 
Carried unanimously. 

The following is the list of the Committee of Management for the 
year 1871-72 :-

Prtaident.-The Hon'ble H.P. St. George Tucker. 

Yice-Preaidenta.-The llon'ble Sir M. R. Westropp, Kt.; the 
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Gibbs; Bhau Daji, Esq., Hon. Mem. R.A.S.; 
and the Right Rev. Henry Alexander Douglas, D.D., Bishop of Bom­

. bay. 
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Committee Mem6er1.-Dhunjeebhoy Framjee, Esq. ; Rao Saheb 
Vishwanath Narayan Mandlik; W. Loudon, Esq.; E. Tyrrell Leith, 
Esq., LL.M.; James Burgess, Esq., F.R.G.S., M.R.A.S.; W. Dymock, 
Esq., B.A.; G. Norman, Esq., C.S.; Raymond West, Esq., C.S.; Pro­
fessor Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar, M.A.; ancl James Taylor, Esq., 
Honorary Secretary. · 

.duditor1.-Professor F. J. Candy, M.A., and Venayekrao Jagonath 
Sunkersett, Esq. 

The following N ewsp1tpers and Periodicals were adde~ to the list of 
those at present taken :-

1. Meclianic'a Magazine. 

2. Syrlenliam Society' a Pu6lications. (All the back numbers, and to 
be continued.) 

3. The Scie71tijic Amel'ican. 

4. Leipzigen Illu&lrate Zeitung (instead of the Klarlrleradat1cli). 

The meeting then adjourned. 

At a Meeting held 011 the 14th December 1871 :-

Mr. Maclean submitted to the meeting the following proposition:­

" That the subscription of a Resident Member to the Society be 
lowered to Rs. 50 a year, or 5 a month," which was seconded by Mr. 
Narayan Vasudewjee. 

The Hon'ble President stated that the proposal now submitted had 
been considered by the Committee of Management, and at their meeting 
they passed the following resolution :-

" That the Committee are of opinion that the proposal announced to 
be made at the next monthly meeting to reduce the annual subscription 
should be opposed on the grouud that they consider that the advantages 
which it offers are not commensurate with the injury which such a 
change would be likely to occBBion to the Society." 

It was then moved by Dr. Wilson, and seconded by Rao Saheb 
Vishwanath Narayan Mandlik, "That the resolution of the Committee 
be adopted by the meeting as an amendment on the proposal made by 
Mr. Maclean." After some discussion the vote was taken. when the 
amendment moved by Dr. Wilson was carried by a majority of 4, the 
numbers being 28 to 24. 
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At a meeting held on the I Ith January 1872, 

Profe880r Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar, 1\1.A., read a paper enti­
tled "A Devanagari transcript and date of a new Valabhi Copper-plate, 
and a new interpretation of the figured dates on the published grants of 
the Valabhi Dynasty." 

At a meeting held on the 11th April 1872 :-
A report was read by Dr. Bhau Daji on 30 Hindu punch coins and 

a gold ring found in a village near Kolapur. 
In reference to the finding of these coins, the following account has 

been given .by the State KRrbharee, Kolapur, to the Political Agent 
there:-

1 have the honour to forward herewith 192 silver pieces, valued at 
Rupees 23-1-6, and one gold ring, value Rupees 17-8, received with the 
Ku"eer Memlutdar's memorandum dated 17th August last. They 
were found buried in a ravine within the limits of the village.of Shinhi, 
in the KUHeer Petta. The discovery was made under the following 
circumstances :-In August last certain cowherd boys, belonging to the 
aforesaid village, were one day grazing cattle in the vicinity of the 
ravine called the "Waghdura," when some of them happened to cast 
their eyes on an earthen pot lying partly buried in the ground. Out 
of curiosity they gradually dug up the pot, which on being opened dis­
closed its contents. Astonished at this, and inspired with supers~itious 
fear, they fled back to their homes, leaving the pot with its contents 
where it lay, and reported the circumstance to one Appa Patel, who 
repaired to the place in question with others, and picked up some pieces. 
The news soon reached the police authorities of the village, and on 
inquiry the coins end ring above mentioned were procured and produced 
before the Mamlutdar (Subordinate Magistrate of Kurveer). 

2. An attempt was made to decipher the inscription on these pieces 
but without success. From their size and shape, and the figures thereon, 
however, it is presumed that they must be very ancient coins, and quite 
out of circulation for some time past. 

Dr. Bhau Daji reported on the coins and the ring referred to as 
follows:-

The coins consist of impure silver, and are flat pieces of an irregular 
form, with a few punch marks or symbols on one side and frequently one 
punch mark on the. opposite side-neither bearing any inscription. 
Generally a comer is cut off, evidently for the adjustment of their weight. 

3 0 
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Prinsep describes coins of this description under the head af "Stacey's 
earliest Hindu coins."• (Plate XX., Nos. 25, 26, 27, and 28.) 

Coins of this type were procured in South lndia,-"others," says Prin­
lep, "were dug up in the Sunderbuns, and many were found in Behar." 

Mr. Thomas calls them llindu punch coill!, and the plate which he 
gives in the Journal of the Bengal Asiatic Society for l 8fi5, at p. 14 :-

Their average weight, says Prinsep, is fifty grains, or the same as the 
Tanka of the ancient Hindu mythology. Indeed, the word tank-sala 
(mint) goes far to prove that these are the nry pieces fabricated for 
circulation under that name. 

The thirty coins submitted to me for report vary from 45 to 53 
grains in weight. 

The symbols punched clearly relate to Buddhism, and require a paper 
by themselves. · 

Hitherto Indian numismatologists hau not ventured beyond R 

shrewd guess that the coins of this type belong to a higa grade-of anti­
quity, from the absence· of inscriptions or of evidence of skill in the art 
of engraving. ,. 

The gold ring which was found in the same pot with these coins for­
tunately has the name of its owner engraved on it, and the character 
of the alphabet enables me to pronounce it to be two thousand and one 
hundred years old, i.e. nearly of the age of Asoka. 

We have thus a limit to the modernicity of the family of Hindu 
punch coins now under consideration. 

A large number of copper coins of this type have been brought to me 
by Pundit Bhagwanlal Indraji from Ujjein ; out of 500 coins of dif. 
ferent types, 150 belong to the abo-re type. He found about 30 at 
Vedisa, near Bhilsa ; he found one at Sarnath, near Denares, two or 
three in Junagad, in Katiawar. 

As Prinsep remarked, they are all stamped on at random with punches, 
and may naturally be interpreted as the insignia of successive dynasties 
authenticating their currency. 

The ring is solid and of somewhat inferior gold. It is octagonal on 
the outside surface, each side of the octagon forming an oval seal. I ts 
diameter is Tl!,,- of an inch. The inside diameter is rather less than 
./..,. The weight is 2741 grains. On the surface of the oval seals or 
faces the following figures and inscription are engraved:-
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On face No. I is the name of the· original owner of the ring in 
Devanagari character....:..a few years later than the age of Asoka. I read 
it Nadibhagasa or Nandibhagasya in Sanskrit, i.e. "of Nandibhaga." 
The inscription is as follows :-

The letters are exactly similar to those of the Asoka inscriptions; but 
the letter "bha" has in the inscriptions the form represented on it. 

The letter, however, in the raili!lg of the great Sanchi Stupa is 
exactly as in the ring. 

No. II. A lion or tiger. 

No. III. Two human standing figures; the male encircling the neck 
of the female with his left arm, and the female his with her right arm. 
An impression on sealing-wax, of course, shows the figures reversed. 

No. IV. An elephant. 

No. V. A ficus tue with a railing round the base of trunk. 

No: VI. A horse. 

No. VII. Two fisi es head to head. 

No. Vlll. A deer. 

These sea·:s or faces are raised, as will be seen by the measurement. 
From the edge of the faces to the round heading which forms the inside 
circle are straight lines, all radiating from the centre of the faces. 

It is needless to add that to the eye of the classical scholar a consi­
derable resemblance to Grecian art is evident. 

The figure of the ficus tree is exactly opposite the inscription, the 
lion and deer being on each side of it. 

At a meeting of the Society held on the !Ith July 1872 :-

The Vice-President, the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Gibbs, annouuced to the 
MeetingthatHisExcellencythe Hon'bleSir P. E. Wodehouse, K.C.B., 
had done the Society the honour of accepting the office of Patron. 

Proposed by the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Gibbs, and seconded by the 
Honorary Secretary, that Col. J. A. Ballard, C.B., R.E., and Rev. 
D. C. Boyd, M.A., be elected Members of Committee in place of 
l\lessrs. West and :Sorman, who have left Bombay.-Carried unani­
moualy. 
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At a meeting of the Society held on the 8th of August 1872, Dr. 
Bhau Daji read the following report on 19 gold coins received from the 
Collector of Belgaum :-

Of the 19 gold coins, 3 are iarger and 16 mutller. 
The larger three are circular, flat pieces weighing 66 grains. On one 

aide each baa a circular line very near the rim which is beaded. Within 
the circle is the figure of a lion rampant, face to the le~. In front of the 
neck ia a abort inscription in Devanagari characters comparatively mod­
ern, mentioning the name of one of the years of Brihaspati Chakra, 
or sixty years' cycle of Jupiter. In that year the coin was probably struck. 

In one the name of the year is Subhakrata, the 31ith in the cycle ; 
the second has Pramoda, the 4th in the cycle; the third has Pingala, 
the 5 lst in the cycle. 

A little above the e1u of the lion and close to the circular line is a 
small circle and the crescent, evidently to represent the sun and the moon. 

The coin having the name of the year Pingala ha! the Svastika sym­
bol just behipd the raised tail, whilst that with the name of thil year 
Pramoda has the same symbol under the raised forefoot. 

The form of the lion has a general resemblance to the lions found 
in the cave of Elephanta and in the ruins of Mathura. 

On the obverse of the coin with the Subhakrota year is an inscription 
of five lines within a circle ; the first line is in modern Devanagari char­
acters, and may be read Siva Chitta. The line under has the same name 
but in a different character, probably the old Dravidian alphabet. The 
third line has the name of Sri Siva Chitta in Devanagari. 

The fourth line reads exactly as the third, but the character is the 
old Canarese. 

The fifth line has again Siva Chitta in Devanagari. 
The coins having the name of Pramoda and Pingala. have, on the 

obverse, inscriptions in fiye lines:-

lat-Sri Septa ko. 
2nd-tisa lavvai ara vi. 
3rd-ra Jaya kesi. 
4th-Deva Maiava. 
5th-Ra Mari. 

In the coin with the name of the year Pingala the letter vi is at the 
commencement of the third line, and instead of lavvavara there is la­
bhavara, which is equivalent to lahdliavara in Sanskrit. 

The legend may be translated-
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"The brave Jayakes~ who obtained the favour of Sri Saptakotisa and 
was the enemy of Mallo.varma." 

The temple ofSaptakotisa (Siva) is No.rven, in Goa. In my paper 
on Mudho.vacharya I have stated that Madhava Mantri established 
the shrine in the time of Hari-Hara. 

The sixteen coins are all alike, being 59 grains in weight. On one 
side is the representation of an elephant with trappings, badly ca"ed and 
never entire in any one of the coins. On the obverse is a conventionalized 
leaf. These coins appear to be-cast, and not die-struck. 

The age of the coins, judging by the alphabets, is later than the 
thirteenth century of the Christian era. We have the name of a king 
Jnynkesi and his enemy Mallavarma, but I am unable to find at present 
their exact position in the dynasties of Southern o.nd Western India. 

One or two of the smaller and two of the larger may be bought for 
the Museum. 

The Honorary Secretary submitted copy of a letter written by Mr. 
Grant Duff, author of the History of the Marathas, addressed to the 
late II. E. Goldsmid, of the Bombay Civil Service, in which Mr. Gro.nt 
Duff gave an account of that work, and under what circumstances he 
was led to undertake it. The letter with the remarks of thl' Secret11.ry 
will appl'ar in the journal. 

At a mel'ting of the Society held on thl' 12th September 1872, Pro­
fessor Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar, M.A., read a paper entitled 
" Considero.tion of the Date of the Mahabharata, in connection with the 
Correspondence from Col. Ellis." 

Dr. Wilson moved a vote of thanks to Prof. R. G. Bhandarkar for 
collecting so mo.ny proofs of certain portions at least of the. l\lo.babharata, 

Dr. Bhau Do.ji, in seconding the same, said there co.n be no doubt 
that the Mo.hnbharata is a Tery ancient work. The difficulty in ascer­
taining the exact age of such poems is that they have been o.dded to and 
modified from time to time. The first antiquarians assigned o.n absurd 
o.ntiquity to everything lnd;'\n, and now the tendency was in the other 
way. He believed it could be shown that the Mahabharata existed as 
long ago o.s Alexander the Great, and that he believed this could be 
proved. 

After some further discussion, in which Mr. Robertaoa and Mr. Bur­
gess took part, Prof. Bhandarko.r replied. 

l o * 4 a 
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The best thankl of the Society were voted to Prof. R. G. Bhandar­
kar for his interesting paper, and to the contributors to the Library, and 
the meeting then adjourned. 

At a meeting of the Society held on the 12th December 1872-Mr . 
.Javerilal Umiashank:ar read a paper entitled "Ilimlu Tribes and Castes 
in Guzerat." 

On the motion of the Rev. Dr. Wilson, seconded by Ilao Saheb V. N. 
Mandlik, the best thanks of the meeting were given to Mr. Javerilal 
Umiashankar for his valuable paper. The meeting then adjourned. 

ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 

Thursday, 9th January 1873: the Ilonour:i.ble H. P. St. George 
Tucker in the chnir. 

The Honorary Secretary read the 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1871-72. 
Member1.-During the past year 10 resident and 4 non-resident 

members were elected, against 16 resident and 3 non-resident elected 
in 1870-71. 14 members have withdrawn and 3 died in the past 
year, leaving 153 resident members on the Society's roll. The number 
of the non-resident members in India is 109. 

Library.-During the year under review 454 works in 618 volumes 
were bought by the Society, against 526 works in 689 volumes bought 
in 1870-71. 

Periodical1.-The papers and periodicals taken by the Society are as 
follows :-Literary 12; Illustrated I 0 ; Scientific 32; Reviews 8; Euro­
pean newspapers 19 ; Medical newspaper 1 ; Registers, Army Lists, and 

-Directories 18; French literary and scientific periodicnls 5 ; American 
newspaper 1; German literary and scientific periodicals 6 ; Indian news­
papers 18; lndianjoumnls; reviews, &c. 32 ;. Batavian Society's publica­
tions 2; being a total of 133 literary and scientific periodicals and 39 
newspapers, or in all 172. Of these, 50 periodicals and transactions of 
the learned societies are given in return for the Society's journal. 

Pre1ent1 to the Li6rary.-Miscellaneous works in 140 volumes and 
118 pamphlets were presented to the Society during the year chiefly by 
the Governments of India; Bengal, and Ilombay ; the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal, the Royal Astronomical Society, the Trustees of the British 
Museum, the Royal Society of Northern Antiquari<'s, the Smithsoniau 
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Institute, Washington, the Boston Society of Natural History, the Aca­
demy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, and others. 

Preaenta to the Mu1evm.-Six copper coins of Portuguese Government 
in India, presented by Mr. Edward F. Victor de Costa; and two copper 
plates from the Bhownuggur Durbar, preseott>d by Dewan Go.wrishao­
kar through Mr. J. Burgess. 

Original Communicationa.-The following papers and reports on coins 
and copper-plate grants were read during the year : 

1. A Devanagari transcript and date of a new Valabhi copper-plate, 
and a new interpretation of the figured dates on the published grants, of 
the Valabhi dynasty, by Professor Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar. 

2. A report on thirty Hindu Punch coiu.s and a gold ring found in a 
village near Kolapore, by Dr. Bhau Daji. 

3. Ditto ditto on nineteen gold coins received from the Colleotor on 

Belgaum by ditto. 

4. Remarks on a letter written by Mr. Grant Duff, addressed to 
the late H. E. Goldsmid, Esq., Bombay Civil Service, on the subject 
of l\lr. Grant Duff's History of the Mahrattas, by J. Taylor, Esq., Hon­
orary Secretary. 

5. Consideration of the date of the Mahil.bhD.rat,· in connection with 
the correspondence of Colonel Ellis, hy Professor Ramkrishna Gopal 
Dhandarkar. 

The Society' a Journal.-No. 27 of the Society's journal was publislt.~ 
ed and distributed to members in April last. No. 28, containing the 
pape1'S read in 1871-72, and the proceedings for the same period, is 
now in the press, and will be published as early os possible. 

Finance.-The accounts of the Society for the official year, terminat­
ing on 1st No•ember las~ show a balance at the credit of the Society 
with the New Dank of Bombay of Rs. 4,833-9-G, which amount was re­
duced by payments in November and December to Rs. 2,862-14-6 on 
2nd January 1S73. There was also on amount at the credit of the 
Society with its London agents in November of £300. The balance­
sheet at the close of the official year is now on the table for the inspection 
of the members.· 

De1truction of books by the rains in Septem~er.-The Society hes 
sustained a serious loss by the destruction of a large number of valuable 
works. owiug to the heavy fall of rain which came through the ro.of of 
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the Library on the night of Thursday the 12th September last. After 
a cnreful collation of the detached pages of the damaged books, about 
1400 complete volumes have been secured, but all will require to be 
re-bound before they can be made available f~r use. About 120 volumes, 
most of which consisted of valuable editions of the Greek and Latin 
classic authors, have been rendered totally useless. It is difficult for 
the Committee to estimate the exact pecuniary loss, but it cannot be 
abort of Rs. 4,000. 

Reduction of Suhacriptio11.-The subject of the reduction of the 
amonut of the present annual subscription of the Members has been 
under the careful cousideration of the Committee, but in view of the 
heavy expenditure about tp be incurred in bringing out the new 
catalogue (which is now undergoing revision for the press) and in re­
pairing the losses to the Library caused by the rain in September, the 
Committee do not feel justified in recommending nny reduction for the 
present. Defore another annual meeting takes place they hope to be 
in a position to recommend a modification of the existing rules on this 
point. 

Amal9amation of tlze Domhav Geo9rapliical Society witlz tlie Bombay 
Bra11r.h Royal Aaiatic Society.-Negotintions on the subject of the 
amalgnmntion of the Dombny Geographical Society with this Society 
were entered into by the Committees of both societies n few months ngo, 
which hnvc proceeded thus fnr fo\'ourably, and the result will be com­
municutcd to the members shortly at a specinl meeting to be comened 
for the purpose. 

The Committee propose to have the large Library room, the adjoin­
ing smaller room, and the l\Iuscum room lighted with gns, which they 
consider will be a great ad\'llntnge in case of the Society hnving evening 
meetings or con1Jeraazi011i at n much later hour than has hitherto been 
the custom. 

Proposed by l\lanekjee Knrsetjce, Esq., and seconded by Nacocln 
l\Iahamed Ali Rogay, Esq. - 11 That the report now reacl be adopted."­
Cnrried unanimously. 

The meeting then proceeded for the election of the Committee of l\lan· 
ngcmcnt for the year 18i:2-i3. 

Proposed by Dr. F. G. Joynt, secon<lcd by Javcrilnl Umiashanknr, 
Esq.-" That the Vice-presidents, l\Iembcrs of the Committee, nm\ 
Auditors for the p1st ~·car he rc-clected."-Carricd unanimously. 
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The following is the list of the Committee of Management for the 
year 1872-73 :-

Preaident.-The llon'ble H. P. St. George Tucker. 
Vice-Presiclenta.-'I'he Hon'ble l\lr. Justice Gibbs; Ilhau Dnji, Esq., 

lion. Mem. R. A.S ; The llon'ble Sir M. R. Westropp, Chief Justice; 
and the Right Rev. Henry Alexander Douglas, Ilishop of Ilombny. 

Committee Members.-Dhanjibhoy Framjcc, Esq.; Rno Snhcb V. 
N. J\fondlik; W. Loudon, Esq.; the Hon'blc J. A. Forbes; E.T. Leich, 
Esq.; Jnmes Burgess, Esq, F.R.G.S., 1\1.R.A.S.; Dr. W. Dymock, 
ll.A.; Professor Rnmkrishna Gopal llhandnrknr; Col. J. A·. Dnllnr1l, 
C.B., R.E. ; the Rev. D. C. Iloyd, M.A. ; nnd Jnmcs 'l'nylor, Esq., 
llonoranJ Secretary . 

.Auditors.-Professor F. J. Cnndy, 1\1.A., nnd Vinnyckrno Juggo.nnth 
Sunkerset, Esq. 

The following newspapers nnd periodicnh were nddcd to the list of 
those nt pr~scnt tnkcn :-

1. The Guardian newspaper (London). 
2. Ocean lli9hwaya (monthly). 
3. The Bombay Catholic Examiner. 
4. Goocl Wore/a (monthly pnrts). 
After the conclusion of the nnni,·crsnry meeting, the monthly meeting 

of the Society wns held. 
The minutes of the Inst meeting were rcatl nntl confirmC'd, nncl the 

following member9 were elected :-Surgeon l\Injor 'f. E. P. l\lnrtin, 
Secrctnry to the Inspector Gencrnl, lnclinn l\Ictlicnl Dl'pnrtmcnt. 

'fhe lion' hie A. Hoger~, l\IC'mbC'r of Conncil. 
The l\focting thl'n ncljourncd after n Yotc of thnnks to the President 

fur his conduct in the chnir. 
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