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I PROPOH in the present paper to collect together 11ome of the his
torical data which hu·e come to my notice from time to time in the 
course of my studit>s in the Brahmasutra BhiishyR C1f Sankarach&rya. 
In a work expounding the Vedantic philosophy, one of course natur
ally expects but few references to sublunary mattllrs. But some 
pas81\ge9 containing such references interested me when I read them, 
and I pl1tce them before the Society for what they Rre worth, in 
the hope that they mRy interest others as they did myself. 

L01oking, first, at thll politioal condition of the country in the time 
of Sankuacharya, it appears that there was then no Sarvabhauma 
R1ija or Emperor. Sankara in one place asserts that Vyasa andothers 
had personal communication with the Gods. And then in the usual 
manner he propounds a doubt about the assertion, saying "Ooubtles1 
one might say that people of old times hnd no more power to hold 
communication with the Gods than those of the present day.'' His 
answer to the doubt is, that the objector might &1 well argue that 
"there never was a Sarvabhauma king as there is none now.m This 
answer obviously involves a statement that in Sankara's time there was 
110 acknowledged king of all India, cmd further, apparently, that that 
f11ct was one universally known and admitted. It is interesting to note 
that some other sources of historical information 11ccessible to us point 
lo the existence of a similar state of things at other periods of Indian 
history. According to the Greek writers, ''the number of iudepeu· 
dent governments existing in lndi11 about the time of the invasion of 
Alexander the Great seems to have been as great as at other times. 
Alexander in his partial invaaion met with many ; and Megasthene11 
heard that in all there were 118. Many of these may have been 
nry inconsiderable; but some (the· Praaii, for instance), possessed 

1 Bee Bh&iihya (Bibi. Ind.) Vol. I., p. 814. under S6tra I., 8, 83. 
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great kingdoma." 1 Simil11rly we learn from the famous Chinese tra
veller, Hiuen·Thaang, that in his time thne were seventy kingdoms io 
India.• The early Arab geographers, Masudi and ot11er~. writing of a 
somewhat later period, give in subslance a similar account.• And 
our ordinary text-books of Indian history show that at the time of the 
Mahomedan invasiona. both thoFe of M11homed of Gbazni and those 
of the Deccan by Alla-ud-din Khilji and others, the country was still 
parcelled out among a number of so'fereigns. It is true that the late 
Mr. Fergu1110n bas propounded a theory• that thPre may have been 
many Raju and MahArAjaa at one time in diffennt parts of the country. 
but that there could not be more thaA one MahArajAdhir1ija in the 
country at one and the same timt. This m11y or may not be corre-:t. 
But it seems to be clear that even tie l\lahAriijiidhir11ja v.·as not rtolly 
a paramount sovereign, to whom the olht r Rajas owed allPgiance as 
subordinates or feudatories in any way. Pulnkl'si II. "·as a .Mal1i
rAjadhiraja, who defeated H11rshanrdhana. But H11rshnv11rdhana ~till 
was an independent sovereign.' And the aboH~-quoted passage from 
SankarAchirya seems to point lo a similar conclusion. 

Among the kingdoms specified by name in the Snriraka-Bhftsbya is 
that of Ayodhya, the modrrn Oude. It may, howrver, be doubted 
whrthrr this is intended to refer to a 1hen nisting kingdom. What 
Sankara says is this: 11 As that which is all-pervading exists in all parts 
of spacP, it may, under certain circumstances, be described as existing 
in a certain defined part, ju~t as n person, though he be sovereign of all 
the earth, may be described as sovereign of Ayodhyu."' Seeing that 
Sankara, in the passage first dwelt upon, apoke of there being no S:ina
bhauma in hie time, 1hi1 allusion to a "sovereign of all the earth" 
muat probably be interpreted as referring to some pre-historic sove-

• Bee Elphin1tone'1 India, by Prof. Cowell, p. 265. 
s Elphinatone, by Cowell, p. 298 note, and Beal'e Bnddh. Rec. of West. World, 

Vol. I., p. 70. Cf. alao Elphinatone, by Cowell, P· 313. In Fa·Hien'e account 
too, (circa 400 A.D.) we read of many kingdoms. Bee inter alia Fa· Hien by 
Legge, p. 98. 

• Bee intwalia Elliott'• India, by Prof. Dowson, Vol. I., pp. 6, 19, 20. 
• See Joarn. B. A. B. (N. S.), Vol. IV., pp. 84-5. 
• Cf. Bnddh. Beo. of West. World, Vol. I., 214; and Vol. II., 256; Journ. B. 

A. B. (N. S.), Vol. IV., p. 86, The passage in Dowaon'e Elliott, Vol. I., p. s, 
can hardly be held enough authority for an oppoaite view, especially when 
coupled with the pa8811ge at pp. 6.7. 

' See Bhbhya, Vol. I., p. 17• under SIHra I., 2, 7. 
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reign like Rama. In another pusage we have a referent'e to limited 
and defined authoritirs ; and as an illustrative 'parallel Sankara 
adduces this: "This is the kingdom of Mi1gadha, this is Uie kingdom 
of Vaideha."9 This passage may be coupled with the passage about 
Pur1.1avanna, which. forms the basis of my previous papers on the age 
of Sankaracluirya.' It lendd some, though not much, support to my 
iJentilication of the Pur9anrma mentioned by SankuachBryawith the 
Pfar1.1avarm11, King of Magadba, mentioned by Hiuen-Thsang. 

With the above passages, we may now proceed to compa.rt 1 third, 
where Sankara, iu speaking of the march of the rmancipated uul to 
the Brahman by various stages, remarks : " We see in the world th•t 
it is intelligent creatures, appointed. by kings, who guide travellers 
through difficult regions." 10 And, a little further on, it is said: " In 
ordinary life; toa, tr.av.ellers are told, for instance, go hence to Balava.rma., 
thence to .layuimba, and tiom there to Vish1.1ugupta." 11 The impli
cation of the passage seems to be that a tra~eller may be dirrcied to 
go la each. of these kings in snccessiun, who would afford him the 
necessary help of guidrs, &c., each presumably within the limits of his 
own jurisdiction. It is interesting to cumpare what we learn from the 
pa~&11ge of SaokarAchi1ryR's Bhi'1shya, now under consideration, with 
what we are told by the Chinese traveller, Fa-Hien. He says~ "The 
country of the Deccan. is precipitous and the roads d•mgerous and diffi. 
cult to find. Those who wish to go thrre ought to give a present to 
the king of the country, either money or goods. The king then de
putes cert11in men to accompany them as guides, and so they p11aa the 
travellers from one place to another, each party pointing out their own 
ro111k and intricate bye-paths. 1''a-Hirn finding himself in tbe end 
unable to proceed to that country reports io the Rhove paasRges merely 
what he has heard." 11 The striking coincideece between Fa-Hien'• 
informati~n and what we gather from the above-quoted wor.ds of 
SankarAchArya· is worthy of note. 'l'he ouly point· in Pa-Hien's state~ 
ment that is uot actually borne out b)· wha..t Sankara says is as to the 

e See BhAehya, Vol. 11., p. 893 under Siltra lill., 2, 31. 
' See Indian Antiqnn.ry, Vol. XIII-., p. 97, e.ncl J, B. B, R. A. S., Vol. 

XVII., p. 63 et seq. 
10 See BhAshya, Vol. lJ.. p•. 1116 ander S6~a IV., 3, 4.. 
11 Seep 1118(lY.,3,5). 
" See Beal'e Fe. Hit1n, p. 14'1 ; al~o Fa.Hlien by Legge, p 97, 
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payment to too ling which the tranller med t& be called upon to 
make. When, however, the residue of the information is seen to be so. 
accurate, it ia. JKObable that Fa-Hien.'s. account on this poiot also is 
rorrect. 

Pusiog ne:at to t&e sllcial and religiom condition of'the people, it may 
h ooted, in the 6-rst place., that Sankariicharya indicates his own dis
satisfaction with the rnQde in which the regulations connected with the 
eastes 11nd ordess prescribed in the booJl:e were observed in his time. 
Hinen-Ths1mg, on the- other hanrl, "seems. to have hem particularly 
struck with the· minute observances of caste." u It is possible, of 
course, tbRt th.is discrepancy is to be explained by Biuen-Thsang's 
priority in time to $Ankara. 10 If that proves to be the true expla
nation, •he date tD which I have assigned Senkariicbarya must be 
abandoned as untenable. It appears to me, however, that there are 
other considerations dt>serving to be to.ken note of in this connection. 
(n Hiuen-Thsang's time, as I have elsewhere pointed oot, Buddhism 
in India was no longer a religion of power and capacity of growth. 
Brahmanism had then been gradually pressing it• way to 11. position of 
strength and influence.15 And it is not, therefore, to be expected, 
that in the century or two following Hiuen-Thsaug's jonrney, the 
bonds of the Brahmanieal system were becoming more and more 
loosened. On the contrary, one would rather expect that the religious 
revival should result in the better definition 11nd in a more careful 
obst'rvance of the regulations of the reviving faith.15 If, then, the 
chronological priority of Hiuen-Thsang to Sankara is not the true 
explanation of the discrepancy alludPd to, we must seek for some other 

13 Elphinetone, by Cowell, p. 29S. Cf. inter alia BuddlL. Beo, o.f West. 
World, Vol. l., p. 77, 82. 

u See Bnrnell qnoted in Max MiHler's India: what fo oan teach us, p. 308n, 
And my remarks on that in the Introonction to my MudrArlikshasa, p. 40. 
lliuen-Thsang's silence about Kumdrila. and Sankara is just as well explained 
by their having flourished more than half a centw-y before his time, as Dr. 
Burnell thinks it is explained by their corning after him. 

u See Preface t<> my M nclr4rlikshasa, p. 16 et seq. 
u If this is correot, the far.ts will lit in better with my theory than with 

the opposite ooe. If Sankara ftourished, say, about half a century before Hiuen
Thsang'e visit to India, the revival of Bindniem, with which •radition credits 
Aankar&chJlrya, would he in fn.11 operation during the period of that visit. 
And the "minute observances of caste " and other similar features of the then 
existing condition of Hindu society, which Biuen-Thaaug desoribes, wollld be 
just what we should expect. 
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nplRn11tion. And that we can readily find, I think, in the different 
points of view occupied by the two obsenerlll. SankarlichAryR, 1urvey
ing the condition of his people from 1he BrahmRDical point of view, 
only prn:eives how far the Rctual practices of the prople have deviated 
from the rules laid down for their guidance. Hiuen-ThHng, looking 

00 ·as an outsider, not himself beliniug in the BrahmanicRl rulrs, i11 
struck by the eJ:teot to which the restrictions contained in them were 
still pr11cticRlly in force. 1'o take an illustra1ion from our own times, 
one of our old Shastri& may &till be heard to lament the break-up of 
cRste rules which he sees about him; while the nun-Hindu complains 
that the llimlus are still undelivered frorr. the bondage of a system 
tb11t hllB become quite 11ntiquRted and onsuited to presPnt condition11. 

With _regllrd to idolntry, which is one of the most conspicuou11 
features of our present religious st11te, it is worthy of note thRt the 
opinion which is iterRted and reiterated by Sank11racharya appe11rs to 
be entirely inconsistent with the form which idol worship has now 
assumerl among us. Sankariicharya, it may be conceded, does not 
object to idolatry in the way in which it. is objected to by the Jewish 
or the Mahomedan religion. But, on the other hand, he frequently 
insists that the idol is not the deity it professes to represent. The 
passRges are numerous in which Sl\nkara speaks of stnt•u~oa f\ll•M!:llA" .. 
!!~11Rf:11 the belief that the idol is Vish9u, &c.,-a belief which is 
not, in fact, true. He allows the symbolism for purposes of worship, 
but insists thllt it is a symbolism.19 In this connection it may be 
noted that SankRrilchiirya· specifically mentions the Salagrlima stone 
which is still ordinarily worshipped.11 A further rem11rk may he 
added. In all these passRges, of which there is a not inconsider1Lble 
number even in the Sariraka Bhlishya, the allusion always is to 
Vish9u.'° I am di!posed to think that we may infer from this, that 
the popular notion of Saukara having especially favoured Sivll worship 
is not correct. That is, no doubt, the prevalent notion in this part of 
the country. But it is to be remarked that M. Barth, in his work on 
the "Religions of IndiR," speaks of "Sankara in the eighth century, 
Sayana in the fourteenth" as "Vaish9avas, and even reported to have 

17 Bee intff alia Bhhhya, Vol II., pp. 860 (111., 3, 9) 1058, (IV., 1, 3) 10611 
(IV., I, 6) (IV., 1, 6) and the references in note 19. 

18 Cf. MaJ: Miiller'e Chips, Vol. I., p. xvii (Preface). 
11 See Bhhhya, Vol. I., pp. 174 (1., 2, 7), 188 (I., 2, 14) 253, (I., 8, 14). 
• 0 Bee the neJ:t note and Cf. Bfihadba~yaka p. 615 (Ed. JivAnanda). 
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been incarnations of Vishl}u."11 Unle1& this is 111 mi1ake as regarlt 
Sankara, it muat have reference ~o traditions prevailing in other part.I 
of the country. The tradition among us i1 that which is embodied in 
aome of dur P11ranic compositions, namely, that Sanlr.ara was an incar
nation, not of VishJ;Ml, but of Siva.11 And it ie further to be noted 
that the principal teachers_ of the philosophical echouls which oppose 
the Advaita doctrine of Sankariclu\rya, namt'ly, Riimanuja, and 
Madhva, and nlso, we may add, Vallabhiicharya,. are the ·heada of 
Vaishr;tava sects. 

A qul'stion hns arisen in rect>nt years as to how far back the vene• 
ration for the cow in India can be traced. In the preface to my new 
edition of Bhnrtrihari, I have ventured to d.issent from the view p11t 
forward by Prof, Tawney that the iden of such veneration belongs 
to a time sub~equent to Bhavabhuti. 18 In su.pport of my dissent I 
have relied oo two passagPs occurring in Patanjali's Mahitbhiishya, upon 
which, h(\wevrr, R friend mRde to me the obsenation that the refer· 
ence to Gomutra in those passages did not necessarily involve the 
idea of eacreclneu, but might hP connected with its. IU·Pf>OBed mcdici· 
nal properties. A passage iu ~ankara'a Bhashya, however, pu.ts the 
m11tter bPyond doubt in this respect, because it npre11ly refers to the 
sacredness of two of the "products of the cow." 1

• Now Bhavabhuti's 
date may bl' taken to be B11tisfaclorily fixed at the end of the seventh 
century,'" and if I am right in the date which I have assigned to 

•1 See Bnrth, p. 88. M. Darth (p. 184.) speaks of Sankara a1 "one who 
appears to havA inclined rather to Vish~uiam.1 ' Thia is, perbapa, hardly ju~ti
fied by the evidence before us. Prof. Weber, however, aeems to agree with 
:M. Darth, sec his History of ~anekrit Lirerotnre·, p. 51, and 1ee contra. Cole· 
brooke'e EHsays, Vol. I., p. 196 (!llatlros Eel.). 

• • I have some recollection of noticing the other statement, too, in one of 
our Puranic works, I believe, but I have mislaid the reference. l1Adb8\·a'1 
Sankaru\·ijayo. autl tht? preface to the Bbiimatl bf its Editor adopt our usual 
tradition. Colebrooke, in his Essays, Vol. I., p. 103 (lladras Ed.) mentions tlie 
Brihatl1lhnrma Purnl)a nH calling Sanknra an inoarnntion of Vishl)u. And it is 
to be remarked thnt Anandagiri, who is so intimately aesociated with Sankttra'.i 
works, beginH some of his works by invoking VisbJ)n, autl in his comm•mtnry 
on Gau<JapAda's KOrikii1, declares that they wer11 composed by the speci"l 
grace of NU.-6ya1?& or Vi~hnn. (See p. 1 of the eitoellent edition b7 Prof. 
JUthava!e). · 

•• See my Bhartrihari (2nd Ed.), pp. xii, xiii n 
If Bbhhya, Vol. II., I'· 1194 nnder Sutra II., 9, ~. 
11 Prof. Bbl\ndhkar'1 M•Iati !\ltidhava (Bombay San1krit Cla18ics), p. 1:. 
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Aanlmiehirya, this reference gives UI an earlier period than Bhava· 
bh6ti'1, up to which we can trace the veneration for the cow in thia 

coon try. . 
We may now pus from this 11ubject to one or two poinu ofintereat 

and iD1portance ·connected with the hi11tory of Indian literRture and 
l'hilosophy, on "birh some 1idelight i1 thrown by the Bhiiahya of 
SankarlchArya. In bis work on the Philosophy of the Upanishad1, 
Mr. A. E. Gough seems to mRin1ai11 that the true Vedantic doctrine 
waa handed down by an unbroken 1eriea of teachen intervening be· 
tween the author oftbe VedAnta-16lrH, and Sankarichiirya, the mo1t 
fimoua of the romment11ton upon thoae S6traa... I am not prepared 
to accept this riew, and I think there is internal evidence aff'orded by 
$ankarAch&ry11'1 Bhlahya which conclusively negatives it. Dr. Thibaut, 
in bis volume on the Vedintit-11itru in the SRcrt'd Books of the 
East, which bu only just bffll received in Bombay, disputes 
Mr. Gough'• theory, and reliea on two p11111gea in the Bhishya, in one 
of which reference is made to certain e:.:positora of the S6tru, who 
interpret certain S6tra1 u stating the Pdnapakaha which Sankara 
underatand1 to lay down the Siddhinta 1 and anothnin which Sankar• 
refera to certaiil doctors of hia owu achoo), who held a different opi
nion from hi1 a1 reg111d1 the individual 1rul. From these passages 
Dr. Thibaut deduces the ronclo1ion that "the Vedintins·ofthe school 
to which Sankara himself belon@:·ed, arknowlrdged thr eid1tence of 
Vedantic teRchiog of a type eauntially dift'rrent from their own."" This 
doubtless is so, . and it is to a certain e:r.teot inconsistent with 11ome of 
tbe contentions of Mr. Gough, regarding the unity of Vedantic doc
trine, 1gai111t whirh Dr. Thibaut i1 arguing. It app•ara to me, how
ever, that -neither puage ii n..,...riJy inconsistent with the theory 
of Mr. Go.gb tonehing a tnditiDDal interpretation of the Stitraa• 
traceable in ita origin to BAdarAyana himself, and handed down to 
the time of Sanhrieharya. That theory of Mr. Gough stands 
in close congruity, at all nent11, with the traditional verse which 
connecll $anbrlchlrya, through GovindanAtha and G1u4apida and 
Suka, with VyAaa, who ii 1uppoaed to be the author of the Vedanta. 
slltrH.•1 Nevertheless, I think the evidence furni~bed by Sanksrii-

.. Op. cit., p. 240 . 

., Op. cit., p. :u:i. 
99 Bee J.B. B., B. A. B., Vol. XVI., pp. 190.8. I 1ee that Colebrooke 

(Euaya, Vol. I., p. 10,n. Hadraa ed.) had pretty plainly 1ugge1ted that thia 
tradiLion .,,.. a mere " fable." 
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clairy11'1BhUhy11 compel• u1 to reject both our traditionand Mr. Gough'• 
theory. In tarious placea in the Bhuhya, we find Sankari.chiirya 
propounding alternative interpretations of the Slltru, and rven alterna
tive 11rraogement1 of them into Adhikaraq.a1, a:1d atleut oncealteruative 
readings of them. I need not go in detail into all these puaagea. the 
referencea to which I have collected in the footnote. 18 They alford a 
considerable aggregate of instances, in which it i1 obvious that Saok&rA
chArya i1 not in poueuion of the real meaning of the author of the 
Slltras in 1uch 11 w11.y as Lo dispense with the es:erciae of hi1 own powen 
of interpret11tion. For it is certain that if the true signification of the 
Sdtru, as it ei.isted in the mind of their author, had deacended by a 
Guruparampara to Saukarichirya, he would have atated that significa
tion· alone, and neeJ not, in fact could not, have reaorted to an ~ 
m'l'i, nor in answering opponents need he have reaorted to argnmenta 
and inferencea'0 instead of aaying directly and point-blank-this is the 
me11ning of the Slltra 118 intended by its author, for I have received it 
from himself through my preceptors-" in a. regular line of suc
cession, an unbroken arries of exponents." The references I have given 
ahow no fewer than eleven cases in which SankarichArya proposea these 
alternative interpretations like a'\y ordinary eugete. And they afford, 
I think, very strong warrant for the conclusion, that if $ankaracharya 
was in pl'ssession ·of any traditional interpretation of the Brahma
Slltras, 11 he did not consider that tradition to be traceable in the l11&t 

• • Bee Bhllhya, Vol. I., p. 10-to (S6tra 1., 1, 7), p. 284. (I., 8, 27), p. 4.02 (I., 
'1216), p. 459 (11., 1, 15), p. 58~ (II., 2, 85), p. 6i17 (II., 2, ~). Vol. IJ., p. 
712 (II., 4i, 6), p. 750 (Ill., 1, 7), p. 815 (UI., 2, 33), p. 875 (III., 3, 17), p. 904. 
(III., 31 26). I do oot ioclode in this list such casea as that at Vol. II .. p. 
811 (Ill., 2, 21), where the alternative interpretation is mentioned only to· be 
rejeot.ed by ~a.nkara. Cf. J. B. B., B A. 8., VoL XVI., p. 197. 

10 Aa in the caae last mentioned in the foregoing note. Bee also p. 969 
(III., s, 67), p. Ull-l. (IV., 8, U). 

11 Colebrooke'• remarks (Eaaays, Vol. I., p. 331, Madras ed. Cf. Thibaut's 
Ved&ota, Siltra1pp. xiv, h::u:vi.; my own observations in the Iotroduotion to 
the Bhagavadglt& in the Swrcd Books of the East, pp. S0-1, point somewhat in 
the same direction) are, I have no doubt, correct enough in a general way. 
But the series of tea.ohers cannot have been as short as is represented in the 
traditional verse alluded to above a.ad the traditional interpretation m11Bt, in 
prooea• of time, have been varied and added to by some of the teach81'11. Of 
thia, io truth, 1''8 have some little evidence even in ~b~ch&rya'• own 
110hool, and even after hie own gniat Bh&ahya, iu the BhAmatl. See p. 521. 
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rellOrt to tile author or the Slltru himself. And i( he did not IO con~ 

aider it, no more cRn we. 
Some light is thrown by the Sariraka Bhishya on a question which, 

many yean ago, formed the subject of a somewhat elaborate controversy 
between Professor W rber oo the one aide and Profe&1ora Bhindiarkar 
itod. Kielhoro npon the other.11 The question was u to who wu 
the 8'1'~ rl'ferrrd to in such phrues Rs 8'1'~4': UC{t'!tl..,.i"'!, If• 
~ """"": and the like, which · 1Jccur with so much frequency ia 
Patanjali's Mahibhiishya. Both Professors Bhiiodiirkar and Kielhoro 
argued that ~ never meRot PataojRli in those phrues, but always 
designated either Kiatyayana or PA1,1i11i. Some ligl:t may be thrown 
OD the subject by the use or simil1u phrases in the Vedanta Sll.tra 
Bhiahya. The phrase 8'1'~: vq-the preceptor, the friend of 
the &tudent-1 have noticed in two plRces in thi11 BhAshya. In both 
cases there can, I think, be no possible doubt, that the ~r1f meant 
is Badariiya...-, the author of the 80.trH. The first pasBRge occur1 in 
the commentary on Vedaota-S1hra, IV., I., 11, u where it is laiill 
down thet meditation 1hould be practi1ed wherever coHtDtration ol 
mind can he aecured. And then, after showing that in 10me te&tl 
specific direction& are given as to the sort of place where it should be 
practised, Sitnkariieharya saya : "True, there are 1uch limitationa, but 
still the A.chary• out or friendship lays down that they are immaterial." 
And the author of the glou on SankRra'a Bhbhya n:preasly says, 

whllt is indeed cleRr enough otherwise, 4C'ii'if "'"'tit" fl~ fW "the 
author of the SOtras in a friendly 1pirit lays down," &e. The aecond 
passage is in the commentary on IV., 3, 2,16 whtre Sankara say11 thRt 
" the AchArya out of friend11hip BtRte1 in detail the arrl\ngemeot of 
the various paths to thl' Brahman." Other paasRges, where the word 
~ dora not occur, b"t whrre, too, the word etr""1t plainly &ignifil'11 
the' author of the Sdtms, may now be referred to. It will not be 
necessary to go into theEc in much detail. SutrR II., 3, 40, runs as 
follows, ~ m~ and after aome introductory remarks of bia 

n See Indian Antiquary, Vol. V., pp. Z48-345 et aeq.; Vol. VI., p. 803 eta~. 
u Bee Vol. II., 1073. In some pusages Sankara refers to BAda ... ya~a 

nnder the deeig1111tioo of Satraklra. Bee Vol. I., p. 140 (I., 1, 23), p. 148 (l., 
11 Z4.), Vol. II., p. 953 (III., 8, 53), and p. 902 (UL, 3, 57) among oc;her 
in1tances. 

u Bee Vol. II., 1118. 

2 
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own on thia &ltra, Sankara 'Ufl :tt'\'"1'1"'41~: ~ ijlltftiii4QI, and 
then pro,ceeda to comment on t~e words of the Slltra. 11 Again, com
menting on II I., l, · l a~l!r the ueual introdnctioo, Sankara says ~ 
snW q:Sti41"'41~: ~ ~ ~q~tl"iti tftr.8• Theae lut 
words form the commeoeement-or the 80.tra, and plainly pron the 
~ named to be the author of the SQtras. 'Phis instance ia apecially 
noteworthy, because the particular mode·ol ·espres1io11 here used, ,n,., 
~snit~. occurs with great frrquency throughout the Bhaahy11, 
though sometimes without the word ~:. This puaage 1bow1 
that in those cases we are to understand the authOJ' ·of the Slltr111 as 
the subject or the verbs occurring in those e:1pre1Bioo1. Another note

worthy passage is to be found under the SO.tra IV., 2, 1,11 which runs 
thus lfi'f1~ if4Pti•0'41•• and which Sank1ua interprets by iii•ff+i~
=rftnt'fW. And then hegoesontoask ;sq1i•ti"li\iftatt4iiii4d """'1 
41JFot«ltil4'11"'41~: ~-Why do you in your interpretation use the 
~ . 

word~- while the Achiirya say&~- thm contrasting the 8'J"'Ui 
the author of the St1tras with himself, the interpreter. It would take 
too long to go through all the other pa1s11ge11 of this sort which I have 
noticed. I give references to several of them in the foot-note... Hut I 
may say this, thRt in all the cases I have noticed,~ nlway1 means 
the author of the Siltros. Sometimes the Sutras refer to their author 
bv name as BAdarAyai:ia. Sankara th!'n always; I believe, calls .him in 
his commentary 1114<1i1'11"1U~: and the la.at 811.tra of the collection is 
introduced with the words &Tir~ ~•i41.,.i'l<lil'1i'Eii<a: 1(1fit. It may 
be added, that the Siltras solJ)etimes refer to ~•ft and other authori
ties, and Sankara always, in bis commentary, speaks of them u ilffftu
~: -Nf.1<1"'411'= &c... I have noticed a number of other passages 

11 Bee Vol. II., 67-6. 
11 See Vol. II., 741. 
ar See Vol. II., p. 1088. 
11 See Vol. I., p. 91 (I., J, 4), p. 199 (I., 8, 80), p. 868 (I., 4, 11), p. 874 (I., 

4, U), p. 496 (II., 1, 37), p. 602 (II., 2, 42); Vol. II., p. 736 (II., 4, 20}, p. 844 
III., 3, 1), p. 868 (Ill., 3, 13}, p 890 (III., 3, 24), p. 1019 (III., 4, 14), 1123 

(IV., 3, U). 
• • Sankara allO speaks of Gautama, the author of the N7Aya S6tru u an 

~ - Vol. I., P· 67 (I., l, 4); also Raberasdmin aee Vol. II., p. 953 (111.,B, 
53), and his owu tea.cher'a teacher Ga11!JapAda (aee the references at J. B. B., 
B. A. S., Vol. XVII., p. 198). 
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in which the word qgftr -or 3ome eq11ivalent word ii used, the 1ubjrct 
not beiog e:1preuPd, aood there. u already pointed out, the sobject to 
be understood is the author of the Stltru. These pu111ge1, to some 
of which referrnus are given in the note at fout,¥> may be. compared 
with those collected by Professor Kiel horn in. hia pap_ er in the lndi1111 
.4.11ti9Hry, Vol. V., p. 250 •. No doubt in some Cdaes like these the 
espression is different. Instead of q=sti!IU"'i''• with the subject ex
pressed -or uoderstood, we have the first personal form tn{t snit If'' 
fol.towed by the words of the Stltra. Bot it- is not to be inferred from 
this, that the subject of the first prrsonal fopm is $1Hlkaracharya, 
and that hr, thert"fore, is the ~ intended in the corresponding 
third pel'BOnal espression. lo the first peraonal npreaaiuna, doubtlesa, 
we are to umierstand.the ·commentator as for- the· moment speaking on 
behalf of all those holding tht! Ar.(~ view, the author of the Sutras 
and the commentator Riso. In some cases, howe\·er, the first personal 
npression, whether singular· or plurRl, is apparently meant for the 
commentfttor himself. 61 ' ID one place the commentator speaks of 
himself in the third person, as Of 1'"411tt.11 

All the pus11gea here alluded to .alford an interesting and instructive 
p1rRllel to the paSB11ges relied upon in the course of the contro,·ersy 
between Professors Weber,.Bhandiirkar, and Kirlhorn above referred 
to. L think.a comparison of them may fairly. be looked upon as llfford
ing strong warrant for the conclusion.that the phrases and.r:1pressions 
uoder discussion formed put of the established tech11ic1l language, so 
to aay, 1ppropriate to be used. in such cues.•1 And if so, the-conclu
sion cooteuded for by Professors Bhandiirkar and Kielhorn as to the 
meaning of the word nchlrya in Pataojali's Mahiibhilshya is very 

• 0 See Vol. I., p. 20() (L, 8, 18), p • .Wl (I., 4, 25) [where the gloss of 
G'>vind&nanda may be noted as making it clear that the author of tho Sutras 
ia intended]; Vol. TI., p .. 906 (Ill., 3, 27), p. 911 (Ill., 3, 81), p. 920 (Ill., 3, 
34.), p. 931 (II[., 3, 40). p. 94.0 (III., 8, 48), p. 984 (1111, 4, 11). 

u See e.g. Vol. II., p. 676 (III., 3, 40), p. 797 (III., 2, 9), p. 874 (III., 8, 17). 
•• See Vol. II., p. 953 (HI., 3, 53). 
u Some other e11presaions which occur frequently in Patanjali's Mahil 

bhbhya, I have noticed iu the Ved&n.ta Siltra Bhtuhya, t•ill., a:r~ ~"" 
f.f~; see V-ol. II., p. 755 (Lll., l, tij, also~ Olf~: see Vol. I., p. 3ll 

(I., 3, 33). And ar:J{ an'f which Professor Bhdnd~rkar has observed npon at 

Indian Antiqnary, Vol V. p. 346n, oocura pretty cften in aankara'a Bhftshya too, 
- Vol. I~ p.150(I.,1, Z6), p. 158 (I., 1,27), p.184 (L, Z, IZ), .p 228 (I., ~.I). 
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eonaidrrably strengthened ! 6 The further braring1 of that conclu11ion 
npon the history of the Mahibbashp, and the critical coodition of it• 

p. H7 (L, 3, 13). In passing I may obtlerTIJ that the Bhtmatl desi!fDatell u 
ifU{41?Jffl the inM!tpretation of BMra I., 3, 39 by m118118 of 86.tra I., S, 34. A• 

to the style of the great Bhhhyas genen.lly, see J. 8. B., B. A. B., Vol. XVI., 
PP• 266 6t uq. I may perhaps also point out here that at Vol I., p. 67; ander 
9lltra I., 1 4, Sankara refers to certain objectors, aaying ~ a{tJ{ srrq<tjffig;:it 

The Glouator Govind&nanda renden that by ~I: '{cl~. And 

· V&ohaapati Mi.Bra (Bh&mati, p. 82) referring to the 11Bme passage says : 
af(~'Qfiqr;rf ~. Of. also Bh&mati, p. 286, with Gorind&nande 

at Vol, I., p. MS. ~hill throWM some light on the word a:rrm~~!f: ooourring 

in the Mahibb&shya, on which also ProfeB110n Bh&ndarkar, Goldstiicker and 
Weher have harl some dison111ion. Bee Inrlian .Antiquary, Vol. II., p. 96, 
Dr. Kielhorn, in his exoellent little E1111ay on K&tylyana and Patanjali, alao ba11 
some remarks on tbis es.pre111rion af~~""1f (See p. 1>2 note). One or two of 

the thing!! aaid there would prob~bly require modifiootion. Bot the passage~ 

in the BM.mat!, referred to in thi1 note, show that Dr. Kielhorn is right in 
taking ~fn;m, as he aeemsto do, aa eqnivalent to iiRD"'~ (p. 1>4). 
I 1honld, however, not accept " an unaccomplished teaoher " aa a 11Btisfactory 
rendering for :au"'1lt~!f aa Dr. Kielhore, following Prof. Weber, seems 

inclined to do (p. 68). I think Dr. Bhind&rku's rendering is a cl111non-per
hap11 "a teaoher of somewhat inferior authority" would be oloaer still. That 
ia the aen.ae of OOifl"!f. There is no "dispa.ngement" involved In the ex

preuion at all, any more than there is in KAlidha's applying to Aja the phrase 
!'11'1"~ (Bap;hn, v. 86), wbiob is formed by means of an affix synonymous 

with~. Bee too Bh•matl, pp 816-6, where Almarathya and Anl}nlomin 

are called a:rl""ll~~- As to the W"if'lilt" there referred to, see Colebrooke's 
l1:111&y1, Vol I., 881·2 (Madras Ed.) anrl 'Ihibaut's Ved&nta Botras (Sacred books 

oftbe "latt), Prefa.oe, P· ui. et Hq. Aooording to Govind.Ananda, the f~llil{"a 
opinion is again dealt with by Baokar&ohArya at Vol. I., p.12Z (I., I, 19), and 

the Bh&matl, referring to that paaaage, says ~~{Nifclimw ~ 
(p. 188), the same phraae being here used to designate the ~llif{'s opinion 

a11 at Bhlmati, p. 85, for the same purpose. ~ ia again referred to in 
the Bh&matl, pp. 151, ~4, Z56, 66'J. 

u We may, perh"Pll• also refer to the S!bara Bhhhya (Bibi. Ind. Ed.) p. 1, 
where the :au•4 mentioned is plainly laim.ini. I ha.ve not noticed in that 

Bhhhya any other place where an ~4 is mentioned, e:i<cept snob places a1t 

pp. 209-10 (where ~~l\:, trr~q: are mentioned in the same way 

a1 i1 referred to above in the text). See also p. SZO. The puaage at P• 7Z-1 
bu no hearing here. It may allO be noted that at p. 17 we have the phrue 
~ iU{ dwelt on in note 43. 
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test u now estant, are matters which lie outside the 1cope of the 
present paper. 

Before concluding this collection of diajteta rntn1lJra, I add one 
remark soggested by what is eaid in Dr. Thibaut's iotrodaction to his 
traosl11.tion of the Sariraka Bhaahya. Dr. Thibaut mentions Dravi~r1-
ch8ry11. aa one of the comment&tora on the Vedanta.0 I have not 
come acroaa ony rPference to this writer in the Sariraka Bhilaya, but 
he ia referred to by Vachupati MiilrA in the Bhamatt under 1., I, 4 ... 
He is also mentioned by Anande.giri in hie comment on the Chhandogy" 
U paoiahad BhAshya, where he, railing a queation aa to the necessity 
for Sankarichirye.'s BhAshya, when there already esiatrd the Dravi4a 
Bhbhya on the sa1ne U paoishad, answers the question by aayiog that 
Sankar11.'s waa intended lo be a shorter work.•' Coupling these passages 
with the one to which Dr. Thibaut baa drawn attention, one would 
suppose that the Dr11.vi.Ja Bhii.shya belonged to the same school aa 
Sankara's. On the other hand, u Dr. Thibaut bu also pointed out, 
the Dravi~ Bhaahya is frequently quoted by Rilmii.nuja in /aw Bh11shya 
on the Vediiot11. And aa there does not seem to be any strong 
ground for supposing that the two groupa of references refer to two 
different writers, it 1eem1 aa if the Dravi4Ja Bhiishya was a tolerably 
old work in Se.nkarii.charya's time, but that it did not very distinctly 
identify itself with either of the conflicting modes of Vedaotic interpre
tation represented in subsequent times by Sankara and Ramanuja 
respectively. 

•• Bee lntrod. p. ui.-:n:ii. 
61 See p. 92 (Bibi. Ind. Ed.) 
., Bee p. 1 (Bibi. Ind. Ed.) In the commentary on GaulJap•dd Urikh 

Sankara uys ~t ~ f.rir.\~~r ~ II And Anandagiri, com

menting on that says e,lij tftHl1'if.i'ri:ir.t°11'1T II Be.i p. 89 of the elloellent 
edition of the 1Unlj6kya and Gauljaptda in the Anand .. rama Sanskrit eeriea 
by Prof. A. V. K&tbava~. 



AaT. II.-Mount AbU and the Jain Temples of Dai1...,&aa. 
By the Hon'ble Ma. JAVn1d.L Uxu.BHANIAB Y1.J~1I. 

[Bead Aagut 25; 1890.] 

MouMTAl!f rangn in India hne- been rtgarded &y the Hindus more 
u TirUaa1, or sacred phacea for the gods to reside in, more Bii suitable 
1itea for templea and fit abode1 of Rishis, Mah&tm,a, Sanyasia, and 
SUhus devoted to religious and philosophical contemplRtion and 
a!intly life, than as health resorts for men engaged in the struggle 
for life in the plains below. There is, perhaps,. scarcely a noted hill
range in the country on the cliff or cliffs of whiCh you do not meet 
with Hindu or Jain temples conaecrated to .one or other of their god's 
or Tirthankars. Mahableshwar, Gimar, Satriinj~ya in this Presidency, 
and BadriUahram and other placea on the Kailaa range on the 
HimalayBll, are iDustrations of this remark. In later periods of Indian 
history some of the hill-ranges have served as harboura for 
plunderers, free-hooters and criminal clasaes, or as places of orefuge to 
ruling China or their rivals engaged in actual warfare; and. in recent 
timea, we find that they are the places chiefly inhabited by the 
aboriginal cluses. Tfie eii:iatence of hill-forta. such as those of 
Prat&pgad, Si9hagad, Pandavgad and others on the Sahyadri rangP, 
testifies to the value for defensive and offensive purpo1es which waa 
attached to such works by Sivaji and the Marath& rulers bPfore the 
advent of the British Government in India.. With the prace and 
secnrity of life and property enjoyed under British rule, hill-ranges 
have developed their utility in other directions. They have acquired 
importance aud val11e u BU(l1.lller seat.a, where their cool and salubrious 
climate imp11rta vigour, health, and life to weak con stitutiona, or Ill 

places for industrial settlements by Europeans. Private enterprise of 
this kind by English planters bile enabled lodia to grow and export 
te11, coffee, cinchona, and to grow European ngetables and fr11ita 
for consumption in the country. lodian hill-stations present varied 
beauties at different se111ons of the yrar. It is, however, in the month 
of May, the most trying seuon. of the year, when the temperature in 
the plain• below rises from 968 to 106° in the shade, that the compara· 
tive merits of the different hill-stations u health reaort1 come to be 
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somewhat aevrrely trsted. There is 11n increaeing number of European 
and Indian gentlemen, to whom such health resorts become objects of 

11pecial 11ttraction in the hot weRther. They are eagerly 11ought by 
those who can mannge to relieve themselves from business or profes· 
aional eng11gement.s and to escape from those depressing influences in 
the plains below, which manifest themselves in cholera, feven, and other 
diseases; in su111.1trokes, brought on by n direct exposure to the sun's 
rays; in a freling of languor and laHitude; in exhaustion after ordi
nary work ; in the 1088 of appetite during the- day rand of aound sleep 
during 1he night. No doubt temporary means are devised for protec
tion from the heat by persons in good conditions of life who mlllt live 
in the plains. l'1mkhas Hnd fans, Khuskhus (Llntlropogon muricatiu) and 
Jawas' (Linurn UntatiHimuna) tattirs kept cool by constantly pouring 
water over them, ice, lime, rose abtrhd, and other refrigerating 
beverages are called into requisition. In fact, all shifts are resorted 
to which human ingenuity suggest& for keeping the body cool. Bot 
such shifla, good u they are, in the cue of the great m11jority of 
those who must reside in the plains, are as nothing compared to 
the benefits derived by a run up to a hill station. On European 
constitutions the debilitating effects of a tropical climate are 
doubtless more visible, as they are more powerful, but Indians are not 
e:iempt from them. In the case of both, "the cooler hill climate," in 
the words of Sir William Moore, "is a tonic not only to the body, but 
also to the mind; and while disease is often prevented by the change, 
work is always better done in the hills." 1 Fortunately, in Maha
bleshwar, Panchgani, :Matheran, Khandala, Lonavali, Bombay has such 
charming health resorts, within a few hours' reach by rail, that few of 
its citizens, who can afford to visit them during the hot-seuon, would 
care to go to more distant mountain-ranges, except for special 
reasons. They can enjoy a change without neglecting their work, or are 
peorhaps better prepRred for work after a few d11ys' rest. Bnt a visit to 
hill-stations outside the limits of this Presidency often gives opportu
nitie1 for comparison and points of contrut, which are not without 
their nlue or interest. It ie with a view to place such points that I 
1ubmit these notu to the Society of a visit to l\lonnt AbU paid by me 
in May last, partly for a change and partly for curiosity. 

AM is a lofty isolated range of mountains on the northern limita 
of the Bombay Presidency. It is 1itua~ed in the middle of the Sirohi 

3 
i~· Tropical Climatel and Indian Diaeuea," by Sir W. Moore, X.C.l.B., p. 22, 
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state, about IHen miles wHt of thr Ar&vali range, and in R line almost 
paralM. In shape Mount AbU is long and narrow, the lrngth at the 
lop being Rbout fourteen miles by only two to f'uur n1iles in breRdth. 
The length at the bue is nbouttwenty miles,1 Its direction lirs north
north-east and south-aouth·west. The hight'st peak of Mount Abti lying 
neRr its north end i11 called Guru Sikher or the Saint's Pinnacle. It rises 
to a height of 5,653 feet Rbove the level of the see, The Sanitarium 
is some 3,000 feet over the plains belolt end about 4,000 feet above the 

. sea-level. Colonel Tod was the first Europl'&n who visiied Mount Abd 
in 1822 end discovered its suitability 88 a hill sanitarium. Till 1840 it 
was used chiefly as the summer residence of the Political Superintendent 
of Sirohi end of the officers of the Jodhpur Legion. In 1843 barracks 
and hospitals for European soldiers in RejputenR were put up. 
About this time Riso the liill-~tetion came to be occupied by the Agent 
to the Governor-General for Rajputene end his Assistants and their 
establishments for the hot season. The Vekils of the different states. 
in Rajputane, who had business relations with the political officers 
stationed on the hill, also came to reside there dnring the hot weather. 
That useful institution, the Abu Lawrence Asylum or School for the 
education of the children of soldiers serving in Rajputana and Western 
India, was established in 1854 by the late Sir Henry Lawrence. In this 
manner the station has slowly developed, end now it is for uine months 
out of twelve the head-qu:\rters of the Agent to the Governor-General 
for the Rejputnna States, his Assistants and the Durbar Vakils. 
Some forty to fifty bungalows ere thus in occupation by the Agrncy 
officials. Then there are the Governmrnt offices, such 118 the post-office, 
the telegraph office, a club, bungalows for the officers and soldiers in 
the m1lit11ry station and residences for the st11te Vakils. Other 
bungalows h11ve also been put op for the M:ahiinij&s of Jodhpur, 
Jeypur, Ulwar, and Sirobi. To visitors from the burning plains of 
RHjputana, Mount Abu is a pleaeant retreat in the month of May. 
:Not so, however, to dwellers in Bombay, who would find the journey 
in the month of May through the hot plains of Gujariit sorrly trying. 
The traveller, starting from the Grant Road st11tion (Bombay) at 
about 10 P.M. (Madras time), finds the journry comfortable as fer as 
Ahmedabad, but from Ahmedabad lo .Abu Ro11d atntion, he feels 
that he is passing through a hot furnace. The bleat of piercing 

• "Bajputana Gazetteer," Vol, III., p. 129. 
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wind blowing abllut adds fury to the firP. Ahli Road station is 
reacheJ by the mail train at 3-t6 P.111. The traveller from Bombay 
will, however, do well to halt at· Ahmedabad and spend the afternoon 
there. lie could then prorePd by the evening local train, which leaves 
at 9·2 J p,111. and travel in the coi>l hours of the night and early morn· 
ing, reaching Abu Rnlld stlltilln at 7-25 A.DI. Abii Road or Kharedi 
is now the main route in use by tourists to Mount Abu, the old route 
bv Girwar,-a town about three miles distant from Kharedi,-having 
b~en given up since the opening of the R11jpotana-Malwa railway. 
There is a third route to Mount Abu by the village of Anadra, but it 
is very narrow and st,ep, and country carts cannot pass over it. 
Abu Roarl is an instance of the rise of a township forming a 
railway station, and the trade centre of the surrounding territory ; 
the passenger traffic has also been growing on account of its being the 
t.erminal point of two important routes,-one to Mount Abu and the 
other to Mount Araiur, on which is situated the famous temple of Ambil 
Bhavani. At Abu RoRd the touri~t prepares for his ascent to Mount 
Abu,-a distance of 17 miles. The me1rns of conveyance to the hill 
are horses, ponies, jinrikahaws or rikshaws, as they are called, and 
bullock-carts for luggage and servants : all supplied &.t filled rates by 
the contractor at Kharedi. No tongns, shigrams, phaetons or 
broughams are to be had, the roads up the hill not being wide enough 
for the purpose. For about four miles the road is plain enough. At 
ohout the fifth mile the ascent commences over one of the spurs. 
Our path lay winding like a threid ronnrl the hill-side, at one 
time rising and then sinking to its former level. Then followed 
another ascent. We felt ourselves moving in another world, 
silence reigning all round and bot few persons meeting on the 
road. As we went along, hills after hills rose in succession before us, 
presenting a sombre and barren appearancl', The slopes of many of 
the hills in the vicinity of the Abii Road station were at one time 
covered with dense jungles containing varieties of trees and bamboo 
forests, but the railw.iy demand for sleepers and the increasing need 
for wood-fuel have resulted in the destruction of thue forests not far 
from the base of the hill. This denudation of the hills seemed to 
hRve a marked effect on the valleys between them. The perennial 
springs which fed the little sparkling rills and streams that formerly 
ftowed in the valleys have become extinguished. Attempts arc beiog 
m11<le by the Sirohi Durbor, under the 11dvice of Colonel P. W. Powlett, 

3 
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Agent for lhe W eetern Rajputana States And of the able Dewan of lhe 
state, Mr. Meli.pchand Anandji, to re-atforeat the hill by providing 
for a due preservation of the· saplings of trees from the ravages of 
cattle. As we went up, however, the natural landscApe showed itself 
to better advantage. The crests of some of the cliffs seemed to 
assume weird and phantastic shapes hearing atrikiag resemblances 
to animals, such as a lion, an elephant, or a h11.wk. Two rocks not 
far from the stntion are named Nun Rock and Toad Rock, from 

·resemblances to a veiled woman And a toad. Further on, about the tenth 
or the eleventh mile, "'e reached what looked like circular terraces 
over-topping one another. Standing on the topmost ef them, one could 
realize vividly the description by Colonel Tod of the romantic scenery 
around.3 At fast the wafting of cool breezes warned us that we 
were near the table-land of Mount Abu and a f~w hours brought 
us tO the sanitarium. This table-land is comprised within a. wide 
basin extending over two or three miles, surrounded on all aides 
by hills with elopes running down the plains below. ThPre are 
good wide roads leading to the civil atation, with a bazaar well laid 
out with bridle-paths to the Gaomukh, Vasistha Muni'a Seat, to 
Dailwad~. Ach!llghad, and Guru Sikhar or the Saint'• Pinnacle, so 
called from there being supposed to be on the cliff of the hill, (which is 
the highest eminence in the north of Mount .AbtS.), the footprints 
(ptlduk1:) of Guru Dattatraya. . 

And here it may not, perhaps, be uninteresting to present a 
few points of comparison between Mount AM and Mahiibleshwnr. 
While Ab1i is the residence of the Agent to the Governor-General 
for Rajputana for the gre11ter part of the year, Mah&bleshwar is 
the head-quarters of His E1cellency the Governor of Bombay for 
the hot season of April, May, and part of June, And for the month 
of October. Mab&bleshwar is 4,540 feet above the sea-level. It is 

s " All," says Colonel Tod, " is grand in this region, lovely and wi'.d, as if 
it wore doetioed by oatore to be the haunt of her favourite progeny, where 
human passions shonld never intrnde to disturb the harmony of the scene, 
The aky is oloudleas, the notes of the ouckoo are heard responding to eo.ch 
othor from amidst the doep foliage, while the jungle fowl a.re crowing their 
matinals in the groves of bamboo which shelter them, and gronps of g ·ey 
po.rtridge nestled in the trees vie with the riugdoves in expressions of delight 
118 the eun clea"a the Alpine cliffs and darts his fervent !Bys u111011g them." 
Tud's '' Trat·els in Western lndiii," p. 
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about forty miles distant from the coast of the Arabian Sea. Mount 
Abii, on the other hand, ia much more inland. Its distance from 
the cout of the Arabian Sea proper ia 290 miles, from the Runn of 
Cutch, 105 miles, from the Gulf of Catch .(south-west) 200 miles, 
and from the Gulf of Cambay (south), 160 miles. The respective 
distances of the two hill-ranges from the sea-co&11t mark most of their 
p~culiarities as regards climate, wtiather, rainfall, and other meteoro
logical features. Mount AM is habitable throughout the greater 
part of the year, the average rainfall on the hill being a.bout 68 inches,• 
while the mean average temperature is 70° F.0 The rains usually cease 
as they begin, with thunderstorms, about the middle of September, after 
which, for a few weeks, an occasional i;howrr fella. January ia the coolest 
month of the year, when the temperatur.ei,e 58° F. Mahibleshwar dur
ing the rains is almost uninhllbitable, except by the wild tribes living in 
the hill villages. Its average yearly rainfall is 263'82 inches. At 
the close of the rainy season, Abli and Mahableshwar both present 
beautiful landscapes. The hill tops and eides are still covered with 
grass and mosa. The atreitms in the valleys are still flowing, and the 
faces of the various clifl'd are white with numerous little rills and sprays. 
At Mount Ahli, the close of the rainy sellson in September is followed 
by warmer w_rather,. during which there is a good deal of fever and 
ague preVRlent on the hill. Mahibleshwar is thought by many 
persons at ita best in October, when it is hot in BomhRy. " The 
brt'ezes, though strong, are sweet, and the bracing cold of the evenings 
is met with a cheerful fire."' During the cold season Mount Abt1 is 
deserted by the Agent to the Governnor-General for R11jput11n11 a111l 
the political officers, who go on tour through their respective charges. 
Tbt' vakils of the several Durbars follow suite. From Mah,bleshwar, 
11lso, the Governor of Bombay returns to the capitol and gut's on a cold 
weather tour through the districts of the presidency. It is, howe"er, 
in thl' hot srl\Son that the peculiarities of Mount Abu and Mahablesh
war become moat !Darked. The hot weather at Mah;iblesh\V11r begins 
about the rod of February or the beginning of March, and is at its 
height fro.m the middle of Morch to the middle of April,-11 period of 
the yeor when the weather in the plains is pleasant enough.' But it is in 

• "Rajpotana G~zottoer, " Vol. III., p. 135. 
I Ibid' P· 135. 
1 

·' Tlo•n~u:1 Ga:~lteer," Satlcarn, l'JI., XI~ • j{. l.t'c; ~ 
'lbi.t J· Vt:;~. / " • 
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the month of May that Mahiibleshwar i1 mosi enjoyable. A change of 
wind towards the west takea place about the 20th April, and cool breezes, 
imparting health and vigour to the body, set in and become stronger as 
the seuon advances. In May the atmosphere becomes overcharged with 
moisture, ·and there are occasional ehowers and thunderstorms. ThPee 
showers render the atmosph«"re cool, pleasant, and enjoyable. Except 
during the monsoon, Mahableshwar is attractive at all seuona of the 
year ; but at no time, pPrhaps, more so than in the month of May. 
Its broad and nicely-kept roads, and its charming scenery, afford excel
lent opportunities for long walk.I and drives to the numeronswell-koown 
points of the hill. Then, there are the beautiful waterfalls, such as 
those near Lingmala-the Dhobi's Fall and the Chinaman's Fall. All 
these well repay the trouble of a visit. It is, however, complained 
that of late years the climate of Mahableshwar in May is much hotter 
than it WAS in years gone by, owing partly to the destruction of the 
jungle on the hill and partly to ovpr-crowding.8 Turning to Mou11.t 
Abu, we find that, placed far in the interior and at a distance from the 
sea-coast, the hill has, l'specially in the month of May, a dry and warm 
cli:nate. For those suffering from bronchiti,i, heart-disease, and othrr 
nffections of the lungs, Monnt .\bu '\\Onld probably be found more 
suitable than Mahiibleshwar. • There is not much moisture in the 
atmospht>re of Mount Abu. The nights are cool and pleasant; but 
during daytime there -is nothing like the cool and bracing winds, 
nor the occasional showers and thunder~torms, of which one 
sees and enjoys so much at l\lahableshwar.10 Nor does Mount Abu 
posses& those conveniences in respect of reaidential bungalows and 
food-supplies and vegetables of the freshPst kind fur native gentle
men of respectability which M11hableshwar affords. English vegetables 
are grown on Mahableshwar intermiud with beds of strawberries on 
the banks of the Yenna. Its potatoes are much famed in the markets 
of Bombay and Poona, where they fetch handsome prices. The 
water-&upply on the hill is good. The water-bearing trap in the 
wells on the hill is known to contain peroxide of iron. 11 The water 

8 See Banclford's" Climates nnd Weather of India, Ceylon and Barwnh," 
p.117. 

8 " Bombay Gazetteer," Sattara, Yol. XIX., p. 494. 
I 0 Jl.fr!, p. 49!. 
11 " Bombay Gazettoer, " Sattara, Vol. XIX., p. 49-i. 
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tho11 serves as a tonic. It, however, results in II 1tift'ening or the bowel•, 
which may be overcome by good, long e1ercise. There is a 11:ood 
111ke on the hill, fed by perennial springs 11od occupying an area of 
about twenty-six acres, It waa built by the late R11j11 of Sattara. It 
helps to keep the spring11 in the wells at work. 

The Nukki Talao on Mount Abu is a much larger and more 
beautiful lake, being about half a mile long and a quarter of 11 mile 
bro11d. It 11eems to have been formed in a natur11l way out of the 
gorge& of the surrounding hills, on the tops of which are ert>cted 
bungalows for European officers. The lake presl'nts a most picturesque 
sct>oery. There are also wells on the hill which supply drinking water 
of good quality to the residents. Their supply, howevrr, exhausts 
during the dry season. On the south aide of Mount Abu, and m11ny 
hundred feet below the crest of one of its peak~, lie Gaomukh 1111d 
the shrine of Vasistha Muni. The ascent to the crest of the hill 
is h'f' a bridle-path, over which you can ride on horseback till you 
re~h the summit. On this summit, which is about three miles from the 
civil station, you get 11 chum.ing view of the distant Aravalis 11od of 
the thickly-wooded slopes below. Silence 1md solitude, which reign all 
round, make a deep impression upon you. Immediately in front of 
you lies the abyss, through which you have to desct>nd to rt>11ch the 
Gaomukh and the VASistha Mnni'11 shrine, by means of 11 rough and 
rugged flight of 11tt>ps. One such step mi~sed sends you to Y amalokR, 
that is, to perdition. The steps are s11id to be 700 in number. The 
ascent and descrnt are both troublesome and fatiguing, as we found 
to our cost. At the same time there is nothing striking about the 
pl11ee. Atthe Gaomukh there is a perennial spring of watt'r, tmpty· 
ing itself, through a stone representation of the cow's mou1h, 
into a masonry reservoir, said to have been built by Rao Guman 
Si~hji, of Sirohi, in Sl\tovat year 1845 (A.C. 1789). In the 
close vicinity of the Gaomukh is the shrine of Vasistha Muni. The 
temple hRS lost much of its antiquity through repain e1ecuted at 
several times. In the interior of it is the image, in black stone, of 
Vasistha, the Guru or Preceptor of Rama-the hero of the Ramaya1;rn. 
Tradition gives to the sage the credit of having helped in the creation 
of the four Agnikula races of the Paramar Kajputs from the fire 
fountain at Achaleswar. There is a cenotaph opposite the temple, con
taining a brass figure of the Dhar Parmar (Dharabuz), the last of the 
Parmar princes of Chandravati. It stands in an attitude of supplica-
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tion to the Muni. On one of the rocks commandi~g the Dailw'd' 
valley is the shrine of Adhar D~vi or Arbuda Devi, "the goddeH of 
Ahli." It immediately catches the sight of tbe passenger ~oing to 
Dailw3<la by the white walls of the small temple erected over the rock, 
in the inside of which the shrine of Adhar Devi is eilclosed. The 
shrine is formed out of the hollow of a rock. "Adhu" mellns 
"suspended in the air without supp.1rt." It is the belief of the Rahtie, 
or the Raj put clan1 on Mount Ah1i, thl\t the goddess does not touch the 
ground. It eeema the whole im1tge is carved out of the rock with its 
feet in suspensioo. We expected to see the Aghori on one of these 
hills, but the rar.e has evii.leotly become extinct. 

About a mile from the Nukki 'falao is situated D1tilwada, one of 
the thirteen villll)l;es on Mount Abu. It is so called from its being 
the "Deval-wad," literally, "the region or group of temples." The 
name suggest& that there must have been ll larger number of temples, 
Br1thmanical or Jain, at or nenr DailwU.da th11n are to be met with Rt 
the present dny, though certai11ly not so nnmerous ae at Palitanll or 
Girnar. It seems to be a characteristic of the Jain method of tem
ple-building to have "cities of temples." Thus the S1ttrnnjaya Hill, 
n~ar Palitllna., is little more th1rn a " City of Temples." You sPe 
nothing but clusters of temples on every availllble nook and corner of 
the hill; and 10 at Giroir, though perhnps, in a lesser degree. At 
Dailwada, hoWt\"er, there are only five Jain tl'mples to ·be seen at the 
prtseot dRy. Thie paucity in number is, perhaps, due to the fact that 
.Abu ie more distant ond less arcessible th11n PU.litana or Girnar. The 
number of Jain pilgrims going annually to Mount Ahli is, from the 
same cause, very much smaller than that to Palitllna or Girnar. The 
five temples at DoilwiUa Rre, however, RS Fergusson aays, "the pride 
and boast of the hill." It is true th11t, when looked a~ from a distancl', 
they present no striking features llbout them, either in respect of ~ize or 
external Rppellrance. It is only when you examine their interior pnrts 
thnt yon are struck with elaborate and finished arti~tic 1kill attained 
by the Hindus of the time. Four out of the five t~mflles lie in a group 
on the left-hand side of the bridle-path leading to Uria ond Achalghad, 
while the fifth temple is on the right-hand 11ide of the pllth. Two ont 
of the four temples belong to n compllrlltively modern period, but the 
remaining two, erected in honour of \'rishabhadeva and Neminath, ue 
those in which, nccording to Kinloch Forbes, "a.n elaboration almost 
incredible, Rud a fiuieh worthy the hand of a Cellini, setm to npreu 
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the fooodera' 'lteadlaat refueal to lteliete io Mleecch invaden or 
icoooclutic destroyers as other than the horrid phantoms of a dis
turbing dream."11 Even at the present d11y, the 11rchitectural beauties 
of the tlfo temples rivet the attention an.d eit~te the 11.dmira1ion of 
tourists and antiquarians. In good weather, when the hill-station 
is filled with visitora, harJly a day passl's without the temples being 
visited by Europe11.n ladies and gentlemen. Of the two temples, that 
comecrated to Vrishabhadeva ia the older. It waa built by Vimal 
Bah, a Jain. mer~hant of Anllhilw&d in A.C. 1030. Of the archi
tecture of this temple, Colonel Tod saya : " Beyond controversy this 
ia the moat aoperb of all the temples of India, and there is not an 
edifice, beaidea the Taj Mehel, that can approar.h to it· The pPn is 
incompetent to deecribe the exuberant beauties of this proud monu
ment of the Jain1 raised by one of the richest of their votaries (by 
whose name, and not by that _of the p'.>ntitf enshrined within, it ia 
designated), and which continues to attract pilgrims from every 
region of lodia."11 The gpneral opinion, however, is that the more 
modern of the two temples, namely, that dedicated to Neminath and 
built by the two brothers, Vaa~upal and Tejahpal, presents superior 
architectural be1tuties, and I must say that I am inclined to favour the 
common op1mon. Fergusson, however, thinks differently. " Were 
twenty persons," aays he, "asked "'hich of the two temples were 
the moat beautiful, a large majority would, I think, give their vote 
in favour of the more modern one, which is rit:h and e1.uberant in 
orn1tment to 11n extent not easily co~ceived by one not familiar with 
the usual forms of Hindu architecture. The difference between the 
two is much the same that exists between the Choir of the W eat
minatu Abbey and Henry the Seventh'• Chapel, that at11ods behind 
it. I prefer infinitely the former, but I believe tht nine-teotha of those 
that go over the building prefer thl' latter." lo justice, however, to 
the el1bor11.te and e1.uberaot carving of the temple of Vas~up1U and 
Tej11.hpal, Fergusson observea: "No time and no paina would ever 
have en11.bled me to tranafer to paper the lace-like delicacy of tho fairy 
forms into which the patient chisel of the Hindu has c11rVPd the white 
marble of which it is compoaed."H No doubt, a glance at the two 

11 Forbes' " Basa Ma.la," Vol. I., page 268. 
11 Tod's" TraYelB in Western ludi..," pp. 101-102. 
16 l'ergW1BOn's " Picturesque Illustrations of Ancient Arehitoctnro in Ui11-

d1111tan," page 89. 
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temples will showts that that built by Vimlll SRh is the older. An in
acription recording a repair of the temple executed in the Samvat year 
1379 ( A.C. 1323) gives the dRte of the building of the temple as Sam vat 
year 1088 (A.C. 1032). Before the yeu 1032, it appeara there existed 
no other Jain tem11le on M'>unt A11ii. Vimlll Sah's temple '""Y• there
fore, be taken as the oldest Jilin temple on the hill. The tradition still 
cnrrent at Dailwadil. is thRt the spot on which the temples stand wu 
occupied by the shrines of Shiva and Vishnu. The Brahman priests 
of these temples objected to have in their neighbourhood temples decli
cated to a hostile faith. Bnt Vimal Sah and the other wealthy mer
chants of Anahilwad having conceived a special liking for the spot, 
were determined to have it at any cost. They accordingly offered to 
cover with silver coin as much ground as they wanted. Thia tempt••· 
&ion was too much for the Paramar P·ince, named Dharaburz, lord of 
Mount Abu, and he yielded to the sale of the spot in exchange for 
eeveral lakhs of coin. Vimal SRh's temple is said to have cost eighteen 
croree and fifteen lakhs of dam1. Both the temples are built _of white 
marble of superior quality. As no qnarries of white marble are to he 
met with on Moun• Abu, it is thought that the muble rt•qnired for 
the temples was brought from the quarries at Jeri Wao, in the wild 
hilly tract, called Bhakhar, whi~h forms part of the Aravali range 
to the south-east of Abii, and not far from the noted shrine of Ambu 
Dhavani.18 Supposing this was correct, and that tbe marble was 
brought from the Bhakhar hill, it is a puzzle to know by what road on 
Mount Abu was the immense quRntity of material required for the 
temples transported from the Bhakhar hill to Dailwad8.. A local 
tradition says that a cart-road was built for the express purpose of 
bringing up the muble; but if so, there must be some trace of that 
cart-road. No such trace, however, is to be found at the present dRy, and, 
as a writer in the Rajputarl'& Gazetteer suggesta, "considering the 
time, trouble, and expe111e incurred in the construction of a road up 
the Rukhi Kishan Valley (the most favourt\ble line) by our engineer 
officers, it is difficult to conceive how a cart-road could have been made 
at the time the temples were built."u However, the fact remains that 
the temples eiiet as gems. of Indian art workmanship and as monu-

11 .lbiti, p. 40. 
u "Rnjputana Gazetteer," Vol. III., p. 150. 
u Ibid, p. 160. 
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mf'nta of the golden age of Jain architecture. They testify to the 
immense wtalth and the great religious zeal of the famous banker• 
of Gujarat in the e~eventh century of the Christian era. 

Entering Vimal Sah'a templP, the visitor finds himself in a large 
portico surrounding the inner temple of VrishabhaJevA locatrd in the 
middle. This portico or peristyle is about 140 feet in length and 90 
feet in breadth. It is three ateps higher than the level of the middle 
court. Within the internal fAces of the walls formiu~ the portico there 
are fifty-two cells, ench containing an imnge of one oft he twenty-four Jain 
Tirth1mkara. Oppoaite each cell is a double colonnade of email pillan. 
Over these pil111rs are architraves pABsing from each pair of column• 
and constituting a aeparatP. vestibule to each cell. Each compartmrnt 
enclosing the four columns has a nulled or flat roof. On the ceiling, 
which constitutes the flat roof or the dome, there are engravings of 
flowers, especially of the lotus, in its various atngea of development, 
animal.a, inanimate object~, and incidents from religious books. 
The designs are chaste and simple, while the use of the chisel shows 
uquisite workmanship. The figures engraved are true to nature. 
No labour, no m!lney, no skill, and no tute have been spartd to make 
them masterpieces of their kind. Some of these cells have in-
1criptions in front of their door sides, with varying d11tes, and the 
names of the wealthy Jaine from one or other of the great cities of 
India, at whose cost the image of ita Tirthankar was put up in each 
cell. But all these cells appear to be the work of one master-mind. 
Descending three steps from the m~in doorway, you reach the 
tesselated marble pavement, which forms the Maud11p in a direction 
e1.11ctly opposite the shrine of Vrishabhadeva. The Mandap, with ita 
fluted columns and the architraves over them supporting the domt', 
forma by itsrlf a curious work of art. The br11ckrt capital and the 
tor1111 form peculiar ornamenta of Indian architecture. The dome ia 
adorned with engravings which indicate the splendour and richnesa 
of the ludi1m art at this period of Jain supremacy. These engravings. 
ao finely executed, Ill once rivet the nttcntion of the observer. The 
pendant in the dome ia esptcially worthy of notice. Thl're ia alao a 
representation in the dome of Ras 1\hndnli or Gori• pl11ying ancJ 
singing in a chorus, relieved by festoons of foliage, ftowera, fruit., 
animals, &c. Of the architectural hl'll•1ties or the dome, Colonel Tod 
s1y11: '' Whilt the eye dettcts a wnnt of eue in the figures of the 
anim1tl1, the most fastidious critic could not find fftnlt with cnpiet 

' 
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from inimimnte nature. The flowing lines and gracrfol pendanl 6ower1 
could not be surpassed by the work of any chisel in Eurnpe."u 

Going three atrps higher, you are brought to the colonnaded 
portico. Pa~sing this you f!tel at the aanctom, within which is 
the image of Vrishabhadeva. Popular tradition says that the image 
now in the ~brine is not the original one consecrated bv Vimal Sah. 
This was teke11 nway in the time of Alla-ud-deeu Khilji, the great 
llahomellan iconocl11st. For a considerable number of yea111 the ·,brine 
remained without an image in it, probably from the dread of another 
Mnbomedan Eacrilege. And it was not until the frars of the Jains on 
this point were nllnyed that. the image which now enshrines the temple 
was put up many years after. llany of the brl'akagl's in the engraved 
portions of the temple, notic~able at the present. ""Y• belong also tot hat 
period, But h1irriug these slight injuries, both the temJ.ole ofVimal S11h 
and that of thl' brothers Vas~upal and Tejahpal in the near vicini1y, 
seem to ha,·e hnd a llliraculous escape from the ravages of the 
Mahomednns. It may npprar strange, hut i~ nevertheless the f11ct. that 
in the so11th-wrst coiner on the right side of Vrishabh11deu is the 
te111ple, in an elevnred cell, of A.mba Bhav&ni-a Hindu and not a Jain 
godde~s. LPaving the doorway of Vrishabhadeva'a templP, you meet at 
once with a square chamber ueuly oprosite to the Temple. It con
tains the eque~tria11 statue of Vimal .Sah, w_it.h his nephew aeatrd 
hl'hind him, and a clahatri, or parasol, over him. The puasol is 
inolicntive of the nobility of this prince of merchants of the time. 
The st11tue ill somewhllt larger than life-size. It is surrounded 
by ten l'l"ph1111Ls with their riders. Some of the elephant11 are 
deprived of their riders ; 1Thile the riders of other11 have four arms 
and 11re dres;ed in " military fashion. Behind Vimal Sah's equeli· 
triau sta1 ue i1t ft colurn11 several feet high. It is divided into three 
cirnal~r p111't11, having three round marble slabs and tapering towards 
the top. It coutHins numerous small niches, each contaiuing au 
imag" of one of the Jilin Tirthankars. 

The visitor now passt11 on to au open court leading to a flight of 
stt>ps, on~r which is the temple dedicated to Nrminath, the twenty-second 
Tirtha.nkar. It was built by the brothers, Vas~up61 and Tejahpal. 
m111i~t~rd of King Viradbuala, the Wagb.ela Chief of Dhuwalgurb or 
Dhulkll, Tht> design. aud execution of' this temple resemble very 
:n!leh th•1oe of V1111al SHh's; hut in point of Architectural beauty and 

• • fud·,;" 'fr1L\0 els in \V11dt<1n1 !udi .. ," chap. vi., p. 106. 
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skill, 1u11J, especially in rl'tlpect of the ornamentation of t.hl' domP of 
the mand1tp, it greAtJy 1urpa11ses the templP of VimAI Sah. 'fhe ftnted 
c0Jumn11 supporting the dome Are much higher, And the ornAmentAtion 
in the interior of the dome much 11uperior. The peristyle in thi1 
temple i11 very much like th11t of the older temple. Hut, Ill will hi! 
.een from the photograph taken of it by L1tl1t DePn D11y1t1, thP. mo1t 
enchAnting portion in the dome is the circul11r ptndMnt hAnging from 
the centre of the dome. It i1 of nquisitP workm1tnship. " It is im· 
po911iblt,"' sAy11 Colonel Tod, "t.o give a liistinct idea of the richness 
and nrirty of the ba1-reliPf,, either or the principal dome or the 
minor ones which surround it. We mn11t not, howrver, overlo'lk a siq
gulo.r orn11.ment pendAnt from the larger vault, thP dedication of which 
defies the pen, 11.nd would tAJ: to the utmost the pencil of the most 
patient artist. Although it has some 11nAlogy to the eorn~'llt of 11. 
Gothic cathedral, there is nothing in the most florid style of Gothic· 
uchitecture that cAn be compared with thi~ in richnes~. Its form 
is cylindrical, about three feet in length, and where it drops from the 
ceiling, it appears like A clu11ter of the hAlf-disclose•I lotnR, who11e cup• Rre 
10 thin, so tran~p11ren•, and 110 accurllt.ely wrought, that it fixes the eye in 
11dmiration."19 So rich was the ornainent1ttion of 1 he inner dome th1tt 
we 11pent m11ny a lon!l; hour nch rraorning for A week gazing at it, and 
yet we could not 11ay we were satiated with the he11uties of it. The· dome 
i11 divided into concentric comp1utment•, by richl.v sculptured cordona, 
and each intervening space is filled with elahor1tte And elegant de,· ices. ' 0 

Going up a few steps, we come to the vestibulf'. On each side of it is " 
niche, partly in the wnll and partly projecting from it. The tradition 
in respect of these niches is that they were erected lo commemorate the 
two wivea (dtrani-jet!ia11i) of the brothtrs V Rstupal And Trjahpel. 
The nAme of V 111~upa1'11 wife was Lalitade.vi,11 Rnd th11t of Tl'jahpal's 
w1t11 AnopRma or Anup1tm& Devi. Anupama is s11id to have given 
the first impulse to the bnilding of the temple. The two brothers had 
AmRssed 110 much wealth that they were at A los1 to know where they 
could keep it secure. So deeply were they eng1tgt>d ooP tf1ty in deliberat

ing over this point, thAt it did not occur to 1 hPm tl1at their usual evening 
mealtime was over. Anu111lma sent servanr11 to remind thl'm of 1hia, 

1 • Tod'•" Travel• in Western India," pp. 109-UO. 
ID Ibid.' P· 110. 
11 Ree iuaoription, dated S~mnt year 1287 (A.C. 1291) on the temple of 

Va1tapal and Tejehpal, &iven at the end of Prof. A, \'. Kathante'• Klrtik11u. 
mudi. 
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but to no effect. At last 11he went to them herself 11nil 1111krd them 
to leave their deliberations aside. They accordingly went to their uaeal. 
Whilst taking it, they were nsked by Anup11ma wh11t it was that 10 

much exercised their minds. They then revealed to her their difficulty. 
Site told them th11t the beat way to dispose of their wealth wu to 
keep it on the top of mountains in such a way that everybody could 
aee it, but Mne could misappropriate it.91 When they could not 
understand the meR11ing of this puzzle, she uplained to them that their 

. wealth should be devoted to the building of temples on Mount Alui, 
Satrunjaya anti Gimar. The Ministeu pondered over this advice aud re• 
solved to act upon it. The Jain Pra6andlr.tu hRVe also another tradition. 
The Ministers found that the work on Mount Ahli was progre11&ing 
slowly; They were not satisfied with the men in charge of it, and so they 
went to superintend it themselves. ThE"ir wives also took part in this 
work. When the Ministers found that it WllS too cold on the hill for 
the workmen to go and work, they directed, on the recommendation 
of • .\nupam&, that each workman should have fire provided for him to 
warm himself while working, and thRt re11dy dinner should be pro
vided for all the workmen in the evening. 11 There .is also a tradi
tiou which s11ys thRt in order to encourage workmen to display their 
akill to the bait advantage, she reco 0nmended that for e\"ery little 
piece of fine art work done by the artists, he was to be paid for in sil
ver for every stated weight of powdered dust resulting from his chisel
ling work. The encour11gements thus held out were rewarded by the 
fine and skilful workmanship dis1,layed by the artists. We may well 
believe, therefore, that the cost of erecting this temple w11s 12 crores 
and 53 lakhs of dalll8. In his description of this temple, Colonel Tod 
omitt the mention of Hathi Shat&, or the h111l on the back part of the 
temple containing ten m11rble elephants in front with figures behind 
them in the wall, representing persons who had contributed money 
towards the building. They hold purses or money-bags in their 
hands. The inscription on this templP., dated Samvat 1287 (A.C. 
1231) is the composition of Someshwar, the author of Kirtilcaumuili, 
a S11nskrit poem, written in praise of V as~upat, whose special f&\'ourite 
the poet wu. There is anothP.r temple erected about the same time 
by the same two brothers on the S&tru11jaya Hill and dedicated to 

19 Bee Prof. Abaji Vishnu Kathn.-ate·a "fotroduction to the K'rtikaumudi,' 
p. :11:., Sanskrit Serie1, No. uv. . 

IS !Lid., p. u. 
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Nemin&th. It bears the date of the Samvat year 1288 (A.C. 1232) 
1'he inacriptioo opoo it is also the composition of Someshwar. 

Now hne 11re monuments of tbl! architectural, plastic, and decorative 
arts b.ued oo sound principles of design and imbued with the herrdi
tary skill of the artiats, aod preserved to us from the ravage11 of time 
and the iconoclastic tendeocie11 of the Mahomedan ruler11 of Ind,iR. 
They iodicate the 1pleudour of Indian A rt,-a true art feeling 
in the Hindu artist, at a period of lodiao hiatory ant.erior to the 
establishment of the l\lahomedan rule. And no ooe who wishea 
well to the indigenous arts and finer haodicr11fts of India, need 
doubt that it is pu11ible to conaerve and perpetuate the induatria1 
arts of India, if enlightened and liberal patronage ia given to genuine 
eumples of them. I would humbly suggest to Mr., Griffiths, the able 
Priocipftl of the Sir J. J. School of Arts io Bombay, to 1end to Mount 
Abu, Satrunjftya, and Girnar, some of his clever pupils to copy or have 
photographs and drawings taken of some of the moat beautiful of these 
genuine sptcimeos of Hiofo artistic style. They hRVe only to be pro
perly reprodnced and exhibited to be appreciated by thoae who can afford 
to patronize them. As Mr. Purdon-Clarke, in his recent paper, entitled 
"Is the PreserVfttion of the lnduatrial Arts of India possible," truly 
remarka-" By bringing the old patterns agRin before the people, we can
not fail to have ft good effect and improve the quality of the dem11nd; 

and, perh11ps, when back agftin in their own legitimftte lines, the artiZRn 
will produce nobler work in the style they really u.oderstood than. they 
do at present, when attempting ft compromise between their arts and 
our own."16 It is in these and 1imil~r other mom1ments tl111t the early 
history of Indian Art is written. The arts of the Hindus are of the 
highest ant~ci?i!Y; and Sir George Birdwood, than whom there is, 
perhaps, nif'Aiiglo-lndian who bas studied them to aoy useful purpose, 
bu 1hown, 1n trRcing their history to recent times, in bis " Industrial 
Arts of India," that theae arts still remain in all their el!lleiltial 
characteristics what they always have been from the very earliut 
records of them that hare survived to our day. All that ia needed to 
prevent their decay or degeneracy from false imit11tions ia enlirshteoed 
patronage of genuine examples of Indian Art by the public in printe 
buildinga, aa well a1 by the Government and municipalities io different 
parts of India, in works of local u well aa u( general public utility. 

14 Journal of the li:Ht India ABBociatiou, Vol. :uii., No. 2, page 88. 
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ART. IIT.-:Vote1 OB t11e Cabinet of Coin1 of lhe RomTmy 
Brancli, R'Jyal .Asiatic Society. By 0. CoDRINOTON, M.D., 
M.R.A.S., Memb. Num. Soc., Lond. 

A• I have recently arranged ·the Cahinf't. of Coi1111 and rt'1 ised 
tht' Catalogue, I send " few notes eiving " 11ummary of the col

·1ection, in ordt'r chiefty th·1t it may be 11een in wh11t it is def.•ctive, 
bnt also thllt 11ttention m11y he drRwn to the ulue of it; and in the 
hope thllt more intt'rest in Oriental N 11mi1matics may he ncited 
1monit11t the members of the Society, and th11t the collt>ction be maJe 
more perfect. 

KeALIFB, A111a10i.-Fine ~pecimem1 of the rare 11ilver coin11 de11eribt>d 
in Vol. XVI. oftLe Journal, page 93, found ntar Thull Chotiali, 
Beluchistan, some of which are nritties not t'lsewht>re noted Rs far RS 

I know. 
A66a1.ti.-Nothinic of any importance t'Xcept ont p;old coin of El 

Molltemid, ~on'R mint, A.H. 253. 
0611.-.-\s B. M. C.* No. 367. 
Rev.- ~lJ 

~ 

.tlJI Jr'; 

AlJI 1.1'"' ~: 
Ill~ j;J•Jll.:J~il-1 

Bnal!~ Ruool Dynaaty.-.\ fine collection of the silver coins of the 
2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th Sultans, and a prettnder; of the mint11 'AdP.n, 
Mahj11m, T'aizz, Zt>betd, Th11abat, fully dt'scribed by Col, Pridt'aux, 
Journal Vol. XVI., r'· A, many of which are not in other known col
lection1. 

Bal&ri Mamlii/c1 of E1ypt.-Twenty-1ix very fine gold coin!I of the 
5th, 8th, 10th, 14th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, l?3rd 
& 24th Sultans, described in Vol. XV. of the Journal, page 339 .. 
Also a number of 11ilver eoins of the 5th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 17th, 
18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 23rJ SultRns. For1ning a valuable and 
unusually full collection of the coinage of this dynasty. 

• B. K. C. i• Cat&logoe of Oriental Coinm in the British Mn11eum. 
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Unattrilndrd ..Jra6ic.-The two gold aoil two 1il•er coin1 deecrihed 
by me in Vol. XV. of the Jouro1d, p1ge1 352, 356 and 364. 

Peraia.-A few good 11pecir11rns of the Mudhafari and Jelaira io 
gold and •ilver, llnd a number of the Zand and Kajab, but nothing 
unusual. There are very few coios of the Sat'avi dynasty aud only 
tw11 1ilver onea remarkab)P, 11iz., (I) Sa6 I., Ardebil, (f) A.H. 1050; 
(2) AbbRS I., Eriv1111, A. H. • • • 3. 

Duroni.-The coinage of Ahmad and Timur, repreaented by 1peci
meus of Ahmadshabi, Kabul, Meshhed, Lahore, Dera, Bhakar aod 
Herat mi11t11, in silver. 

Ar•e11ia. -Some intereatiug ail ver apecirneDB of Kioga Leo (V 7) and 
Conilantioe, deacribed in Vol XV. of the Jou1"11111, page 369; one of 
Leo's coio having been couoter11trock with the die of Nuir Mubam
m11d, the M11mluk Sultan, 

King• of Dellli.-In gold there are aeven speeiroeos of one coin oi 
Ala-ud-din .Mohammad, some of which might be advantageouely 
uispo11ed of by ellchangeor 111le. Other king11, of whom there are gold 
coi1111, are Ghins.nd-di11 Taghlak: (I), Muhammad bin Tagblak: (6 
different), Firuz Ill. (3 dift'erent). 

In silver there a.re but 22 11ort11 of coins, and bnt of nine kings : 
there are a j,treat number of 1pecimen11 of some of tbrae, which ~ight 
be nchanged. 

In copper the collection is better, but there are many PP' which 
mi;.tht be filled up by exchange of apare specimeD8, 

Ki.,,g1 uf Malwa. -There are two fioe gold coins, one of Nuir, dated 
913, and ooe of Ghias-ud-din 11nd1ted. Silver of Mahmud Khilji, 
aud Mahmud II., aud copper of Huahaor aod Muhammad Ghori, ud 
of the four Khilji kings. 

King1 o/Gu.jaiat.-A fine gold coin of Muhammad III,, dated 947; 
a fair collection of the ail ver and copper coinage of the later kiuga. 

Ball111a1•i.-There ia no' a aingle specimen in gold or 1ilver, but a 
gouJ collection iu copper of the varietiea deaeribed in Vol XVI. of the 
Journ11l, page 99, 

Ewiperora of JJellli-AW11r.-A beautiful gold piece, weighing 841 
grain~, being the 25th part of a Sihanaah. 

06".-Ceutre iu obloug square-

4 • yju 1L:..,4 ,.,+fl 
~ 

~JIJ4 
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around centre. 
1.:1li~I rA-JI 1.:11.h.1-11 

,Ar l..,!I ..,,,.. .tj(Jm.J.,..J lt:J...c_, liJJ.>J 2_(&j f__,4)111}1~ 
Rn.-Centre in ornamented pentagon 

Aronnd rentre in five looped divisions 

.tlJI JI .tJI J .,,. ... 
'"' J_,..; 

..,.._ "'°!,.J I 1.11. - 1.:11AaJ I ~ ~ - i,j,}RJ I_.,.& - ~ ~ J': 1.1~ I 
• ~ .t1Ji~J 

Twelve fine round Mohurs, lately received from Indian Governml'nt, 
o( four types, and three others, of L11hore, Air;ra, Dehli, Ahmadabad, 
Akbarab11d mints, and years 970, 971, 973, 975, 976, 977, 981, 982, 
984, 990. Two 11quare Mohurs, one of Ujjain mint A. H. 988. 

Seventeen silver, varioUB-Some good specimens of Ahmadabad. 
coinage with Ilahi dates. 

Copper.-..\ fine tanka, Ahmadab11d, Ardibihiet llahi 40, and a 
few good falus. 

JeAangir, Gold.-Bust with drinking cup in hand, dated 1020, 
Zodiacal-Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Virgo, Scorpio, Sagittarim, Capri
comue, Aquarius, Pisces, Leo, Aries. 

Sil"w.-.\ good collectiou of Ahmadabad rupees, some Zodiacal 
and some with llahi dates, one being of the first year of the 
reign. 

06v.- 1 l:. _,¥1 1l.:. ~~ ~~.>.)I J-'j 

Rn.- I• Ir- .>~f ~a.I A.lJI J,..J ~,.. .tlJI J 1.tJ IJ 
and one of Jehangir and Nur Jehan, coined at Surat in 1034. 

(Jopper. - A frw fains. 
SAaAj~la11.-Four gold, unimportant. A large colle'!~i.on of rupees, 

mostly of the square centre type 11nd chiefly of Surat mint. Other 
mints being Ahm11d11bad, Junag11r, Dehli, Goteonda, K11mh11it, Agra, 
Akbarnagar. The earliest date is 1038, and the latest 1069 which 
11ppeara on one coin of Surat and on one of K11mbait, although 1068 
is given RS the first yrar of A urangzib's reign. 

Murad Bak1A.-Five Surat 11nd one Ahmadabad rupees of 1068. 
Aurang1ib.-Fourteen Gold. Mints-Multan, Golconda, Akhara

bad, Aurang11bad, Surat. And II large number or rupPes, one coined 11t 
Akbarabad in the first yrar of his reign.-
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O/Jii.-ln 1quare centre. ~r1t. '-'jl..i .~.,l~. 
Margin. .,.~I ,.i.. J., l~ '":"':!j ._tjJ,r.,..... l:l:!o).)1.,re _,.i.liaJr_,~ I 

Rt11.-ln 1quare centre .a~ l~I '":'..ri' 
Margin ~~• ,.;. .. ..,.,.;to-=--~ ... "''4-
0ther mint• re,,resen~.l. are SurAt, KAtak, Kambait, Etawa, 

A.lllmgirpoor, L11cknow, Ajmir, Ahmadabad, Bareilly, I1lambad, Gol
eonda, A.hmadnagu, A.urangabad, J11n'lgar, Sbahjehanabad, Bijapur. 
011 the rup~et of Suritt ue A variety of 11y:11hols in the loop of u
oo llev. In the cahinet are ao;ne thirty of 111cb varietie1, which Hem 
to indicate the year1 of mintage. 

Bahad11r S!iah.-A rupee of Shllhjehanabad Rnd of S11rat un. 
dated, and one without mint of the year 3. 

Jelaandar.-.\ rupee of Bareilly, dated 1124. 

06v.- * * ~ 1l::..,~ Jl.>.:1~ i:lr,,; * * 
Bev . .,- u-_,.il.o ~c o),:i..1 i..r'4- ,.i ... ':!~.!~ '":'_,.. 

Fartdlir.·-A mohnr of Labore, dllte1J 1030. R11pee11 of SnrAt, 
Kambait, Ahmadnag1u, Shahjehanabad, Etawa, M11r1hedabad, Lahore 
mints, and of yean 1125 to 113(1. 

Blljis sd derjat.-A. mohur of doubtful mint, undated 

I • • • .:..i.,I.:. I( 

• • • * * * 
Rajie t<l doulat, -A moh11r of· Akb1uabad or Agra 1131, but 

legend not very di1tioct. 

Molaa•mad Slaa.\.-SiK moh11r1, one of Shahjehanabad of first year 
of reign, and ten or twelve nrietiea of rupees of the mints Shahjehana· 
bad, Akbarabad, Murshedabad, Barhanp11r, Multan, Azimabad, Kam. 
bait, Ahmad11bad, Etawa, Kota, .'\lla.habRd, M•chlipatan, Lahore; tho 
earliest date being on one of .\kbarabad, ILH. 

Ala•otl 8/aah.-R11pee1 of Lahore, 1165 ; Mnhammadabad, Denares, 
1166; Patna ; Shahjehanabad, 1161 ; Azimabad, year o),.:io...f. 

4.lamgir II.-Three mobura of different varieties of Shahjeban11bad, 
miot and years 1168-1170. R11pees of Ahmadabad, '.\luhamadabad, 

5 
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Benllrfl, Azin1abad, Patna, Shahjeh1nab11d, A1imabad, 84-nares, Arbt, 
Lahore, dates 1170-1171. 

84djtAa'll II.-Rupee of Ahmadab!ld ye11r ~I. Symbol, an Anku~. 

JlodtNI I114ia.-The roprr1 bearing part of the Shah Alam legend 
and 1ymbctl1 o( mint towns are grouped M>gether with others bearing 
pa.rt• of otber legeoda and arraogrd, •• far 11 pouible, under the 
name of the State or Mint where issued, and of these there is a large 
collec:tion. Coins of the following placea or de1igoation1 han been 
·identified :-

V arietiea. 
Ahmadabad.................. IO 
Surat ••• .• .••• •••.••.... •..•• 10 
Broach........................ I 
_Buoda........................ 22 

coins of dift'rrrnt Gaek-
wars being differentiated. 

8ind .......................... . 
Sujawal .................... . 
Habehi of Janjira .•..••.•. 
Alibag ....................... . 
Poona ....................... . 
Wai .•.....•..............••... 

11 
I 
2 
I 

" 1 
Bhore, Pant Pradhani... ... 1 
Pan11la, Kolhapnr ........ . 

Varieties. 
Chieani, Kolh1por 
NepADi, Kolhapur 
Hukari, Kolhapor 
Muech, Kolhapur 
Bhator ....................... . 
Jamkh11ndi ................. . 

I 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Toragal ........................ 2 
Jaripatb, Naaik .•..•• ...... 1 
A.ur1ngab11d • ••. . . .• . ... . • . ••• 1 
Naninpet ............ ........ 7 
Raichur .................... . 
H11idarabad, Deccan ....... .. 
Trinomali .................... . 

1 
3 
1 

Kutch.-Specimem of coinage of Bhoraji, Bharmalji, Khengarji, 
Tamachi, Rayadhanji, Pragmalji, Gohadaji, Desalji, Rayadhanji II., 
Gohadaji II., Bharmalji II., Drulji II., Pragmalji II., Khengarji II. 
Deseribed in Journal Vol. XVII., page 4.9. 

Varieties. Varietie1. 
Na•anagar .................. 3 Jaipur ........................ 2 
Junagarb .............. ~...... 2 Kotah ............... ·- ...... 3 
Porbaodar... .... ..... •• . .... . . 1 Kerauli ........................ 1 
Ajmir........................... 2 Jodhpor ..................... 5 
Shahpuri ..................... 1 Deig ... ......................... 1 
Pali .•..•..•..•. ........... .... 1 Datiah .. ..................... 1 
Ujjain ........................ 1 Jhansi ........................ 2 
Udaipur........................ 2 Bagalkot . .. . .. .. . • .. .. . . • • . • . 4 
Chitor ............... ........ 2 Chandor .................. •. 1 
Dbolpur ..................... 1 Sepri ........................... 1 



IU.TES ON TBE CililJET O• COINS. 35 

Varieties, 
Gw11lior ........................ 6 
\Vadgaon .•..•••••••.•••.•. .•• 2 
BhopAl .•..••.•.... .•.....•. .•. 2 
llbilaa........................... 3 
Sironj...... ... .................. l 
Partabithar . . . . • . . • . . • . .. • . . . I 
Gopalgbar • .. . • . . • . . • • .. . . . . l 
Bindraban . • • . .. . • . . • • . . .. .. . • . l 
Farukbabad . •. . . . .•• . •. • •• . • . I 
Lucknow ..................... 3 
Benarea ....................... 3 
Agra ........................... 1 
Alwar........................... 1 
Eta'll!a.................. .•.•••... l 
Patuft .•..••.•.•••.•.....••...••• 2 
Rohilkhand . . . •••. ...... ... •• l 
Punjab 
Jalaun ....................... . 
Paiiala ....................... .. 

2' 
1 
1 

Varieties. 
l\lultan •.• .•.••. ••. .•. . •.• •.. . . 1 
Kucliaman, Jodhpur ••. ••. 1 
Dhulia .•........•..•. ......... 1 
Sobagpur ..................... 1 
J11b11lpur ..... ....... .••••• .•. I 
Hard• ......... :.............. 1 
.!\:agpur ...•••... .•..•..••.••.•. 1 
Chanda........................ 1 
Kauduai N 11rwar • • •••• ••• • • • 1 
S"ugor ... ....••.•..••... .. .••. 1 
Kishangarh . . . . • . . • . .•• . • . ••• 1 
Sadoaa ....••.•....... ......... 1 
Malwa ........................ 1 
BareiUy .................. .•. ... 1 
Arkat ........................ 2 
Chatrapur . . .. •. . . . . . . .• .••• 1 
Akbarabad .•. . . .. . . ••• .•.. •. I 
Patna •• •....... ..•......... 1 
Unknown........ ..........•. 5 

A IArge collection of copper pice has been Arranged in the 1ame 
way according to the mint m&rk&, and identified as far 11 poaaible, 
but a grut number still relll6in unattributed. 

Brilula Jrulia.-Tbne is 1 good collection of the British Indian 
coinage, especi11lly tbRt for B..1mbay. In gold the· r11rest is the 15-
Rupee Mohur of Bombay of lii'O figured in Thurston's catalogue 
of the coiuage in the Madnt& Museum, plate XX., fig. 5; in silver 
the Bombaim rupee of ChMle1 II. (Thur1ton, plate XVIII., fig. 2) ; in 
Tutenag the Bombay double pice of Gt-orge I. (Thurston, plate XVI., 
page 8);. and in copper the double pi.ce of George II., 1728 (Thurston, 
late XIX., fig. 8), and &lte Ch!lrles 11. pice (Thur1ton, plate XVIII., 
fig 3). Of this laat there ue a large number, some of which might be 
diatribu11:d; it appears from Thurston'• li1t that there ia not one 
in the Madras Central Museum •. 

C1ylon, Strait•, f-c.-There iii 11 gold coin of La.nkeavara 111 No. 1 in 
Mr. Rhys Ouida list of Ceylon coins and copper 011e1 in nine varietie1 
of the early Ceylon kings, ef some of which also there are mauy 
1pecimen1. 

Indo-Portugut11.-There is a. fair cullectiua. of the later coinai;e 
from King Jio V. and two t utenag of Fillippe I. 
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Conaidering the advantage• of the propinqnity of Goa, ind that the 
greatest collector and deacriber of thi1coin11ge is in Bomb11y, I think the 
collection could be m11de more complete with a little trouble: 

Irado-Dt1tch, Frend antl DanilA.-There are a nry few llpt'cimen1 
of these coin11gea. 

Hind11.-Therure in silvrr many fine eprcimen11 of the l'unched coins 
and three fine one& in gold. The coina found at Wai, deacribed in the 
Journal, Vol. XII., page 400, and some of the atamped Hrirty 1hown 
in Sir W. Elliot'a Coinage of Soulhrrn Indin, Plate JI., fig. 61, 11nd 

aome in le11d 11nd copper with Buddhiat 1ign1, 1ut·h aa are also giTen in 
Elliot's work ; and also 11 large num her of the Andhrabhrity11 in lead 
and copper, described in the Journal, Vol. XIII., pafte 3(3, 1ome of 
which should be distributed. 

Tne gold Kadambi coina H Elliot, Plate II., Noa, 68 to 71. 
Of Gupta there are some fine gold onea and 11 good a11ortmedt in 

silver; aa well aa Valabhi and Raabtrakuta coina. Ofthe Sib or Keha
trap kiog1 there i1 a fine collection in 1ilver, arranged by Pundit Bhag
nolal Indr1ji, of 14 of the kings. 

There are good specimens of boraeman and bull coins of S11m11nta 
Deva, and a great number of Gadhia coins, including a 11et arranged to 
1how the gradual corruption of the design from the Sua11nian 
coinage as described in the Journal, Vol, XII, pnge 825. 

Southern India.-ln gold one Ramtanka described in Mr. Gibbs' 
paper in Bengal Asiatic Journal, 1884. A large collection of h11n1, 
p11godas and f11nam1 presenting many nrirties, and io silver aome fine 
fa.name. 

Larine1.-Tbere i1 a val118ble assortment of silnr larines cliiefly of 
two nrietie1. One made of thin wire and two and-a-half inches long, 
having 11amped on one aide part of the Kalimah of the Shiah formula, 
and on the othl'? part of a legend of which only the worda, 

~,-.-~UJ...-11..:.o)~-~r-_,ila.JJ 
are to be gathered, but two bear very distinct datn, '"v and ,,r, 
ThPae I believe to be of Persian make, and, if ao, would be of the 
time of Muhammad Kbudabanda. The others, of 1amewhat thieker 
wire and shorter, hue on them, more or le111 di1tioc1ly, legenda of 

Adil Shah. 

One ha1 on 06v. al,;, Jlo)ls yl.. wl.IJ.... 
Rtv. • • • • "r'.1_. 
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Another, 06u. 11.:. J l.>I. ~ * 
Rtri. l•YI • • ":',,.. 

Another, 06r1. 1r.:. J ,,i. vl• 

Rtri. YV ? ,) 4f ':!) 'i ":'~ 
The~ were, I hue no doubt, 1truck by the 'Adil Kinge of Bijapur in 
imita1ion of the other kind, the Persian of Lar. . 

Dr. Wil10n, Joul'lltJl, Vol. III,, page 138, read the word;.! L. on thil 

nriety, and 1peake of them as Sairi coin1. Prof. H. H. Wilaon, 
Nu.1i1matic Cltronicle, XV I., page 179, giYH a good accoant and also 
figurea of them. He rude on one side I I.:. J .,is~' AL., and on the 

other ,,t- ~.,I.SJ 'i '":'~· I can see the word ,..Jj .> doubtfully on 
one· or two, but have never been able to see the word J-! I... on any. 

The n1me of the king ia written plainly i L:J I.> t. instead of J,, t-, 
and I think I have seen t.bat it is so spelt in some Bij11pur inscription. 
Ten or fi.ftern years 11go Larines were 111ore commonly sent to the 
Society Bl Treasure Trove th11n any other silver coins from the Southern 
Konkan and Western Deccan, but none have been 10 sent during the l111t 
five years. Probably they may not be recognised H coim by officials, 
and t.herefore not treated as 1uch nuder the TrPaSure Tr6ve ..\cl.I ; but 
a11 we know &o little about the coinage of the 'Adil Shah anJ other 
dynasties in those regions, it would be nry desirable that the atten
tion of the Collectors of Distrirts be caDed to them, in order that ae 
many as pouible might be examined, and thus a more complete legend 
made out. Whilst on this •object, I would also nete lhftt no silver 
coin1 of Sil·aji ue known, though we are told that he did 1trike silver 
coin (see Grant Duff and Bot116ay Gazttleer) and Prof. Wilson, in 
hia article above refered to, 1hows that in all probability the Larine 
wu adopted by him also. I have, therefore, long looked for some Larines 
wilh Nagari letten or SiVAji'1 name on them, for it aeems unlikely 
that a ruler of his character would have been content to i11ue coins 
bearing merely a part of a Persian inscription, or one haring the 
name of the Bijapur J.ing, without his uwn name 11ho, or, 11t any r11te, 
1ome sign of his M11r11thi Raj. It would be interesting to bave thi9 
in view in ezamining Larines found in the Konbn or Deccan. The 
Satara Chbatrapati pice is well known. 

Ka1/unir and Kangra.-There is a set of the copper coins of Hindu 
kings, and a nry rare 1ilver one of Sri Didda and of Kal11a, both 
preaented by Mr. W. Theobald. 
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Gre11'-Bactri1111.-The collection is a poor one, but there are fine 
1pecimen1 of Euthydemus I., . Demetrius, Euthydemu1 II., and 
Heliokles 1imilar to ones io the British Mueeum. 

Part/aian.-A very poor !ot. 
S111.rr1nia11.-Have been arranged by Mr. Kunatjee Rustomji Cima, 

and there are some very good ~pecimens, especially of the later kings. 
The collecLion, conaideriug the position of the Parsi community of 
Bomb1y, 1hould be made a co111plde oue and the finest possible. 

Bo111a11.-There are a number of nriou11 copper coioa oC little 
nlue and two silver of Tiberius and one of Lucius Verus. 

The Society ue fortunate in having recently acquired two fine 
Roman gold ooios, 11i1.-

Luoiua Perua (Cohen, Medllilles lmperialea, No. 73). 
0611.-Bust of Emperor, laureate, to right, with p11!udameot and 

1uirus. 
L VERVS AVG ARM PARTll ~IAX i.e., Lucius Verua Augu1lu1 

Armeoicus Parthicus l\laximua. 
Re11.-Victory standing to left, holding a crown and a p1lm. 
TRP VII l\f P 1111 C03 Ill. i.e., Tribunicia potest1Le VII., 

Jmperator IV., Consul III., the figures indicating the number of yeu1 
he bad exercised the eeVt'ral powers or offices at the time the coin waa 
struck. Size ·8; weight, lv7 p;r1. 

This coin, which is in very fine preservation, was found io a field at 
the village of N11gdhara, Jalalpur taluka, Surat. It is not a very rare 
nriety, but of undoubted Roman fa~ric. Its value in London ia 
about £2. 

Sept11niu1 SeoertU. (Cohen No. 444.) 
0611.-Head of Emperor, laureate, Lo right, SEVER VS PIVS A VG. 
Bev.-Senrus and hi11 two sons Caracalla and Geta oo horaeback 

galloping fo left. 
VIRTVS AVGVSTORVM. Sise ·8, Weight 107 gn. 
This coin was found in Waghodt villagt', Raverpeta. S.wda talukl, 

Khandeish, by a peasant when ploughing. It i1 in nry fine coodiLion, 
ceriainly of H.oman wo1·k, and i1 a rare Vllriety of the coinage of lhia 
Emperor. Its value in London i1 about £15. 

Europr:a11 and .Ameriea11.-Thtre are a number of coin1 o( all aorta 
in gold, siher and copper, many of which mil{ht ju1t a1 well be tuned 
iuto money or nchaugt'd. 
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.A.aT. IV.-" The Game of Ball-Bat (Cl1owgan-gui) nmong the 
.Ancient Per1ian1, aa described in tlie Epic of Firdousi." 
B1 J1vANJ1 JAMsBEDJI MoD1, B.A. 

Bead September !6, 1890. 

Tnt: modern P11rsees of India have made cricket, the national ga.me 
of their esteemed ruler!, their own. But it appean froll' the Shah
nameh of Firdousi, the great epic poet of Penia, that a game of ball. 
bat, though not like that of cricket, was known to their ancestors. 
the ancient Persians. The game w99 played with great enthusiasm, 
not only in the later Sassanian period, but also in the earlier timf'll of 
the Kailinian dynRSty. The younir; and the old, the rich and the poor, 
played it as a means of hf'althy exncise and recreation. Even friendly 
international matchf's were arranged under the CAptainship of the lead. 
ing men of the rival races. They were played with an accompaniment 
of music ju1t as we see at the present day. The result cf the matches 
wu looked to with great eagernf'BI and anxiety. 

Firdousi calla this game Chowg1in-gui. Ch~wgiin means a hat 
as well as the ground on which . the game is played. Gui mean• a 
ball. The game was played on footas well as on horsf'hack. Young 
children genf'rally played it on foot. It i• said of the Duke of 
Wellington that he used to BAY that he won his Waterloo on the cricket
ground, meaning thereby that the precision and the discipline under 
which he pl11yed the gnme were of great use t'> determiue his future 
character as a great commander, The following historical 11necdote 
frJm the Shahnameh illuatratf's how this p:ame of ChowgAn-gui was 
made use of to know the character of a child 11nd determine the nobi
lity of itl birth. This is one of the four references that I have been 
ahle to collect from the Shahnameh on the subject of this game. 

Ardeshir Habeg&n (Artaxerxe11 I.) the founder of the SasSAnian 
dynasty of Persia, having defe11ted Ardwiin ( Artab11nes), the lHt 
monarch of the Parthian dyna~ty, on the classical field of Ri1m 
Hormuz, on the banks of the river Kilrun, ascended the throne uf Per-
1ia, and took a d11ughter of the depo1ed 1overeign in marri11ge. Siu., 
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instigllted by her eldest brother, Rehman, who was then in lurlia, trieil 
to poison he" husband, Ardeshir, with a view to bring 11bout the re
turn of the Parthian dynl\Sty to the throne of Ir1m. Her wick'd 
attempt wu dircovered by Ardeshir, who ordered one of his ministers 
to put her to death. This minister, while taking aw11y the queen from 
the court of the king to put his roya.l master's order into execution. 
found th11t she w11s enceinte. With a view of bringing about a re· 
conciliation in future, and of 1ecuring an heir to the throne in 
case the king had no other issue hereafter, the minister protected the 
queen in his palace. In order to guard against the suspicions of the 
king in future as a likely father of the child he got himsl'lf castrated. 
He put the c11streted parts in a box, "nd though pale and weak 
through the effects of the operation went in a litter to the king, and 
requested him to let the bo:1 be kept in hi1 treas11ry until the time he 
c11lled for it. A.t the proper time the queen WRS delivered of R male 
child, whom the minister n111ned Shahpur, i. e., the aon of the king. 
Thia was the Sh"pur who defeated the Roni11n Emperor Valerian 11t 
the battle of Edessa. 

Time rolled on when seven years after this erent, the minister one 
day found the king very gloorqy. On enquiry he found that the 
thought of being heirleas made the king sad. The king s~id to him, 
"A father without the son, is like a son wiLhout the father. Never will 
a stranger press him to his he11rt.'' The minister took hold of this 
golden opportunity and divulged the secret to the king. He sent 
for the box from the treasury of the king, showed him its oontents, 
and 11aid that he had done so to be above suspicion as a likely father 
of the child. The king, in order to further satisfy himself about the 
legitim11cy of the child, ordered the boy to be brought to him. in the 
company of one hundred children of the same age and countenance, 
and to be made to play the game of ''Chowgan-gui" before him, so 
that he might determine by his own paternal affections which out 
of the hundred children was his prince. In the word1 of Firdousi 
he said:-

.. c.s J I J I., c.s ~ ~ ~ l!J ,_if 
f~ "' l~ -. ~~ "° ~ ,.., 

..:... .. ,; l!Jt!#- 1..,.it!.>_,f,.., 
. • • Jff" _,.i. .) I'! ..s.) ,r ..:...:. .) ~,.,. 

~-> ur' .J J-> ui-'; l.!li_,~ 
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"Now find out a handred children who resemble him io staturf', 
appearance, form, and size, and aredreHed like him 1'itbout the slight
est difference. Send all these children "ith b11te, get a ball, and aend 
them to the • maidun.' When all the beautiful children will be on 
the plain, my soul will be moved by my affection for my child. My 
own heart will give evidence or the troth of thy words, and will 
rec~gnii:e my child." 

The minister followed the instructions of his muter, and the king 
recognizf'd his child out or the hundred children. To make matters 
more cert11in he aakeJ one of his attendants to go in the midst or the 
children and throw the b111l tow11rds him. He 1aid : ...... 

_r..:. ;',).fa. ~l_r.J.> ~4.c . fi.>~i ,f [j ~l{J.JS' ~ijl 
.>_,..!.j ~ U"'S' ~I ~ j I • • ol~ ~ u~~ '-S _,! cl° J l~.l j 

cl° i>J ~ .J J 1UJ~ .J ~ j .. cl° i>J ).} ..S ~ ~ ~ ol .JI 

"Whoever out or these children advances bravely in the midst of 
the brave like a lion and carries away the ball from my presence with
out respect for anybody in this assembly, he undoubtedly must be 
my relll child, of my own blood. body, and family.'' 

The attendant went among the children and threw the ball toward1 
the king. All the children ran after the ball, but when they saw 
that it wa1 very close to Bia Majesty they dared not go before him. 
But Shaper ran after it and threw it bock among the children. This 
convinced Ardeshir that Shapur waa a royal prince, and was therefore 
uot at all 11fraid to go before his royal f11ther. 

Mirkhond dift'era 11 little from the version of Firdousi. According 
to this histori11n, the hall went clo1e to the king in the usual course 
of the play, and was not thrown by an attendant. Ag11in, according to 
the version of Shah31adeh Jalal Kajar, when the ball happt'ned to be 
thrown towards the king, he picked it up and threw it into his palace 
through an adjoining window. No boy dared to go into the royal 
p11lace to fetch it, but Shapur went in RS one would go into his owu 
house. 

An earlier reference to this game is found iu the reign of king 
Lohrasp. Gustaap, the eldest eon of. this monarch, through the 
intelligence displayed by him in this game of Chowgan-gui, and 
in other athletic sports, won the good favour of the Kaisar of Roum. 
Guataap, having quarrelled with his father, left his Persian court aud 
went under an auumed name to the country of the Kaisar of Roum. 

6 . . 
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The Kailar had a very beautiful marriagcRble daughter whom he asked 
to choose her husband from a large BBBembly of the ilite of his city. 
The daughter, Kait.abun by nam~, found none in that assembly to meet 
her wishes. Thereupon the Kai.Bar.called an auembly of the middle 
clus of men in his city. Kaitabun chose Guatup from the large 
auembly, having previously seen his featurtB in a dream. The Kaiiar 
did not like the choice, but having ·given hie promise to Kaitabnn to let 
her choose her husband he could not honourably withdraw it. He 
permitted the marriage, but uked Kaitabun to leave the royal palace 
with her husband. A short time after, when some public sports were 
held Guatup went and 1howed such manlineu and intelligence in the 
sports, and among them in the game of ball-bat, that the Kaisar was 
struck with his valour and received him and hie daughter into his 
favour again. It appears from Firdousi that this game was played 
on horseback. He 11y1 :-

~ j .>.>J_,jJl)JI,! 1#""1_,.~ :. 1.:1:!) i),j_,y r, lj .,_,..fa. 
~~ 1.!11$'~,.....j lj .>Y. ~ ,', <>+-J -""'*' 1.!11~ Ml~ 

..:...... ~ ..:...i.I &)jf J~ l.!llJ !J- 1.!14-ci : • ~ r_,.s:~ 1.:.1lf _,~ _, u_,! ~ 1.!11.:.:!j I 

U' ~ J ..:...... .> ~ ..:.- ...., I.}~ . '. .., 4- j I J ~ J l~ .l.!I i ~j I _r. 
~~ [j CJ It'!" J.>.J I ~:.._;_;_I~.·. ~ ~ ~_,! fi ~ 1.!11~ 

~LU.~ _r.j v+" -..J!r .·• ~~ _,r r;..u! ~ u;I_,-

••He ordered to place a saddle upon his horse which enrolled the 
earth under his feet. He marched to the ' ma.idan' of the Kaiaar, and 
went up to the place where he saw the strokes of the bat. He uked 
from them a ball and a bat, and threw it (the ball) right in the midst 
of the riders. He then spurred his horse from its place. The hands 
and the feet of the heroes (players) stopped short of playing. The 
ball disappeared so fast under his stroke that nobody in the plain 
could see it. How can a rider see his ball, however fast he rode?" 

This reference to the game reminds us of the modem polo, which, 
let it be remembered, has been introduced into India in recent years 
from Kashmir and Afghanistan, countries which were formerly owned 
by the ancient Persians. 

The third reference to this game is in the reign of Kaikius, the 
Kavi Usadhan of the Avrata. His eldest son, Siavash, WRI sent by 
him against the Turanian king Afrasiab, with whom he entered into 
a treaty of peace. The Persian king not approving hi.a conduct, 
Siavalh delivered the command of his Persian army to a Persian 
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grneral, and then went over to the country of Af'1·111iab and made it 
bis home, rather than return to the anger of' his father and to the 
m11chinationa of Soud11beb, hia step-mother, who had done her beat to 
bring him into the disfavour of his father. It waa in hia adopted 
country that the Persian prince played a game of ., Chowghn-gui " 
with the Turanian king Afrasiab. It is a -very interesting match that 
Firdousi describea. It is an international match between the Iranians 
1md the Turani1ms. Siavash, the Pl!rai11n prince, captains the Iranian 
team, and .\frasiab, the Turanian king, captains the TuraniaD team. 
The teams were made up of eight OD either side. 

According to Firdousi, the Turanian king having intimated the 
previous night his wish to play a game, both parties appeared on the 
"maiden" the next-morning, when Afraeiab said:-

1.! ,f ~ j J.3 ~~y L:.11}:! ,,,f • ', U.J i>:~ L:.1 ({,_,; 11 l.:. ~ ..:...£! ~ 
~' L:)i.:.; 1.:1:!) ~ ~ _,i>:~ ••• cYo1.:1.JJ 1.:1:!).J ':!.J) L:.11~~1~_,; 

"Let us choose our companions for striking· the ball. You place 
yourself on that sidl', I will remain here, and this RBSembly will also 
divide itself into two parties." 

At first Siava11h, who was a guest of the Turanian king, re
fused to take the opposite aide, and to 11tand as an antagonist to the king. 
He offered to play OD the side of the king. The Turanian king wished 
him to take the lead of the opposite party, s11ying, " One day, on the 
death of the Persian monarch Kaus, RB his heir to the thronl'.', you shall 
be my ril"al and my antagonist." Then the Turanian king selected his 
team. It consisted of the most elect of his courtiers,-Gulbad, Kar
sivaz, Jehan, Poulad, Piran, Nestihan, and Human formed his team. 
Among these one was bis brothl'r, 11nother bis prime minister, and the 
rest his military commanders. Then the king gav~ to Siavash, Ilouin, 
Schideh, Anderiman, Arjasp, and three other Turaniane to form hi1 
team. Siavash naturally objected. As the king dl'Bired SiavBBh to 
show his 11bility in the game as the future king of Ir11n, and therefore 
as his future antagonist, it was fair that he should have his Irani11n1 
as bis colleague!!. He said :-

~J ,r ~ L:) o>..! ,) ) r:! ,{ L:) I!.:!..; , • • • I.!~ r o I.! 1 ,{ .:..ii.! J ,),~ ..;. _, 4-w 
,.i..c ~ L:.I {t ,,_ J I ¥ , •. ri.o (tjj ~ t.:. ) I~ ,..,. 

J''"" 1.:1'~·~ ~'.r.' J' r J4~ ••• Jl.!..,~~,) f.!J1:! ~ 1.:1J~1,r 
f..!.JJ .J.3J~ .3J~ 1.:1!1 I ,.( L:.ll.. 4.:111).! ,•, ..,,t (":,.} ).) 1).,,:.1! )I! r_, .. 
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... Ola glorioua m~narchl Who amoog·theae will dare to place bimaelf 
before the ball 7 They are all the frienda of the king; and l am alone. 
I am the only one to 1ouk after the baL If your Majeety will permit me, 
·1 will bring to the " maidAn" my team from the Iranians. They will 
help me in striking the ball according to the rules of both the aidea." 

Afruiab complied with this reasonable rtqnest1 and Siansh chose his 
own team of eight from among~t the Iraniam, and tluu the game became 
an international matqh between the Iranians and the Turanians • 

. . · The playing of music as then known wu a sip to commence the 
pme. The mUBie, which wu like that of our modern flfea Hd . 
1haoia, is Chui described by Firdouai :-

..:..... I; ..:..:.! c.J i_T ~ ..Ill..,,..., • • .. 

.... ~it.:J''?i"°.~ _;_;.t,; ••• ~ ~ . ~ . 

...:-. lr. t.:J I~"° j I~ ..). .J_,,I. 

'#(j 1.:,S- r-> ~ ~~· j l.J i ,;I 

"The ·'8mbour brgan to .be heard over the • maidan' 11nd the dUBt 
raiied by the players went up to the sky. With the 1nusfo of the 
c1mbal and the trumpets, the very' maidAn' begant 11 it were,' to 
dance. 11 

The d~scription _which follows 11hows· that, though the gatne w111 

played on horseback like the modern polo, it differed from it in an 
important point. The ball was not let to roll on the ground, but w11ii 
thrown high in the air. The opposite team went running after it on 
the hone and threw it back in the air in the opposite direction. 
The ball was thrown back before it reached the ground. The game 
~u something like the modem tennis on a very large ~le awl on 
horseback •. 
· N_ow to resume the description of the above International match. 

Afruiab,· the captai~ of the Tnranian team, first set the ball rolling, or 
rather we shonld BBY set the ball flying in the air. Tile lranmo 
~apt4in Si&vuh. spurred his horse and returned the blow before the 
ball touched the ground. . He did sb with 11uch great force that ·oane 
of the Turanian team could ran after it and return the blow·. The 
Hlnlt of this first play then was a triumph for the Iranian team. 

Then Alruiab sent a new ball to Siavasb to commence the Hcond · 
play. 6laHsh kissed the ball Qot .ef respect for the king. He took 
a fresh bone and the band played again. Siavash, touing the ball 
a little i~ the . air _'!ith his hand, gave snch a stro11g blow. with his 
",chowg&q" (bat) ~hit the _ba~l diajipea~ed in the distance before any 

. -
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member of the Taranian team contd r1J1l after it and mam the 
blow. • • The ball went up IO high," uys the poet, .. that it appeattd 
ao go u it were to the moon. " · This Rcond play again, th~n, wu a 
Yictory for the Iranian team, brought about chiefly by &he good play 
displayed by its captain, The poet doea not proceed wi&h any de
srriptioo of any further play between the royal p'1'10nages, bat •)"I 
that as t~ game was in,ended by the king to teat the power and 
the ability of the Penian prince, he Wiii quite· conYinced of Ilia 
eii:cellence. Every apectator in the field acknowledged the escellence 
of the play of Siavash, and believed he had no equal in the play. 

I will quote here the poet himaelf to describe the. play between the 
two monarchs in hia own words:-

-'Yo CJI~ j u,r .J fc)tt"' 
J r.i ~I ..:..s~·I J~ c.J. .J 4: .. 
~ J CJ'~ I.!)"' CJli.rr JY. 

c)iL ~ • . 
. .J • Jt"' U'"~ ,) "° ~ 

'-'~ Jl.>J-! u,1 CJ'i~ cJ..J~ 
..:....:..i J! ~~-J ~ I ~ r.J. .J it
-' ,,r .J " JJ! CJ It~ ,Li 'i '-"'~ 
~~ l.i ~ y,S' .JI CJ!t-"t _j 

" The king threw from the maidin a ball high into the air, and it 
went up to the cloud as it deaerved, Siavuh spurred his warlike horse 
and when the ball came down he did not allow it to touch the ground, 
but no sooner did it come down he gave such a strong blow that it 
di11apptared before the eyes. Then the powerful monarch aent to 
Biavash another ball. ~iavash kiased the ball, and the noiae of the 
trumpets and the cymbals went up to heaven. Siavash rode a freeh 
hone, threw th,e hRll a little in the air with his hand, and gave a blow 
110 forcibly with the bat that it appeared to go high up to the moon. 
Tbe bat made it disappear so high in the air, tbat you m~y say the 
vault of heaven drew it towards itself." 

The royal antagonists then retired from the field, and took their 
seats on a throne arranged on one side of the maidh. Afruiab 
then asked the two teams to continue the play. They did so. and in 
the end the Iranians were victorious. 

The·nest reference to this game of" ChowgAn-gui'' by Firdoaai ii 
that to the play' bttween Siavuh and K anin&, the brother of Mtuiab. 
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The passage is important, as it shows that the "chowgan" or bat tht'n 
ost'd had a "kham," i.t., a slight hollow like that in the tl'nnis bat1. 
Again, Firdousi'1 phraseology in describing the play between Sina1h 
and Afrasiab, and that beht't'en Sinash and Karsivaz, is very similar. 
In one pl11ce the poet ose1 almost the ume couplets. Siavash won 
the game, and this succe&1, it may be Hid, cost him hi1 life. His 
rival, Karsivaz, seeing him victorious in this game and in other m1111ly 
and military 1port1, began to entertain from that day feelings of 
jralonsy for him, He one day went to his brothtr, the Turanian king 
Afrasia.b, and gro111ly calumniated Siavash. This made the Turanian 
monarch suspicious about the motives of the Iranian prince staying 
11t his court. He suspected him of bringing about an overthrow of his 
rule, and therefore got him put to death even against the 111mentation1 
of his own dftughter Firanguiz, whom he h11d gilen in marriage to 
Siavash. 



.AaT. V.-The Sudariana or lake Beautiful of tM Girndr 
Inacriptwna, B. O. 300-.d. D. 450, by KH1N BAe:loua 
AaDBBEICB JAllBRDJH, Naib DiwA.n of JnnAgadh, with IH
TBODUCTION, by 0. ConRINaToN, EsQ., M.D., MuaH, RoTAL 
.A.81ATIC SocIKTY. 

INTBODUCTJOl'I'. 

Tes making of the Sudariana or Beautiful Lake paut1 back to the 
beginning of Weatem Indian Biatory. 

One of the earlieat historic references io Weatem India, in Rudn
diman'• Giroir Inacriptioo, 1 apeab of the making of the lake by the 
Vaisya Puabyagupta, Viceroy of the modern Kiithiiwar, and brother
io-law to the Maurya Raja Chandragupta (B. C. 300). About 1i1.ty 
years later in the time of the great Emperor ABoka (B. C. 240), his 
Viceroy the Yavana Tuhiapa embellished the lake with conduiu 
woriby ofa king. Tu1hupa'1 lake remained unharmed for more than 
350 years. In December A. D. 129 heavy univereial rain turned the 
earth into an ocean. The floods .,.of the Sonrekhii, Palisini, and 
other Giruii.r streama were made fiercer by a hurricane that overthrew 
bill-tops trees rocks terraces gates houses and "Victory pillAra, and 
forcing against the embankment, treea shrubs tangled creepen and 
other ruina, in spite of every derice, swept away 360 feet of the embank
ment right to the river-bed, a depth of about 225 (?) feet. Through 
this rent the whole water escaped leaving the bed of the lake aa dry u 
a sand desert. 

So great waa the gap that the king's advisers and engineers, though 
po11e11ed of the qualifications of mioiatera, lost heart and gave up the 
undertaking; the people loaiog all hope that the ruined dam would be 
repaired railed woful eriea. The great Kshatrap King ftudradlman, 
lord of Malwa, GujarAt, KithiAwb, Kachh and the North Konkan, for 
(the sake of) cowa and Brahmans, and for the increase of hia merit 
and fame, for one thousand yena, without exacting 1pecial taxea 
forced labour or benevolencee, by liberal grants from hia treuury, 
enabled hia Palhava Viceroy of Kathiiw&r, Suvwkha son ofKulaipa, 

1 Burgeu' Archeologioal Bu.l'Yey of l'.&ihi&w&r and Eaohh. 129; J.B. B. 
B. A. 8. VII. 119; Ind. Ant. VII. 261-263. 
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to make the Beautiful Lake more beautiful than ever 11tretrhin11; from 
JunA.gadh to the roots orthe hill1. 

When SuviB&kha'a works were completed, according to Pandit 
BhagwanW probably about A. D. 137, • the lake was in ncellent 
condition. It wa1 furnished with an embankment of mud and 1tone1 
three timee th~ length and breadth of the former dam, a well
joined construction rivalling the apurs of the hil11, without holes, 
broad long and high. In the part of the lake's circuit where the. hill 

. 1pur1 formed a natural ha~lr, outlet• for the water were ma.de by 
means of curving conduits divided into three part1. 1 

Bnvisakha's dam remained unharmed fur about 310 years. In 
September-October A. D. 449, when Skandagupta waa Over
lord of Kathiawar and Chakrapalita wu Viceroy of Junigadh, at 
night, after a long heavy and unbroken rainfall, the Sudaraana 
lake burat its dam : the Paliisini the Sonrekhii and the other GirnAr 
1tream1 tlowed straight through what had been the lake-bed: the 
Bt-autifol Lake wu turned to ugliness : night and morning the 
people cried " Who will ever again fill for us our aea-like Sndariana?" 

After 1even years, in A. D. 456, the Viceroy Cha.krapilita deter
mined to restore the broken dam. In the hot weather of A. D. 456, 
in the beat way; by much kindline88 and the e1penditure of immense 
wealth, with great effi>rt, a dam 150 feet long 102 feet broad and 
about 35 feet high, ornamented and with well·aet atonl'8 was finished 
in two months. 

The 1hortne1s of the time taken and the description of the work 
imply that Chak_l'llpalita repaired the gap in the lower dam. How 
long Chakrapiilita'a dam lasted and what cauaed its ruin are points 
which are and a.re likely to remain unknown. According to Pandit 
Bhagw&oW no· tradition of the Beautiful Lake 1urvivea at Jnnigadh. 

The site of the lake baa been much di1puted • 
. In hil p11per on the BodradAman inscription• Pandit Bhagwanlil 

identitie1 the aite with Bhlwanath's pass about t of a mile eut of the 
city on the way to GirnA.r. A narrow palllllge at the west or city end 
leads into a ravine about ft mile long and a mile broad nearly sur
rounded by hills. To turn the pass into • lake all that is wanted 
is to close ita western mouth. The Pandit found traces of an ancient 

. I Ind. Ant. vn. 268. 
I Ind. Ant. VIL 26L 
• Ind: Ant. VII. 257. 
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Willi or embankment on the aides of the hills in the narrow opening of 
the valley a little above the so-called Damodar Kunda. aud opposite 
the unctuary of the l\lusalman fakir J1ri11a. 

An rumination of the locality in J1nuuy 1889 1ugge1tecl aeveral · 
objections to the Damodar Kunda site. The Bite is too far from J nna
gadh to be meful to the city. It does not suit the description uf 
the lake in the RudradBman inscription 'At the foot of the Giri
nagara or Junugadh hill' If the ravine was dammed and turned into 

a lake--
(a) The way to Girruir would be closed, 
(b) The Damodar Kunda and other holy places would be 

submerged. 
I did not detect the remnios of the embankment to which Pandit 

Bhai;wlnlal refers. 
From the top of Girnar the tree-covered gardeu laud between 

the flat snndstone plateau of the citadel llnd the westmost spurs 
of the grnnite range of Girn~r is seen . to form a hollow through 
which the bed of the Sonrekha win1l9, at first west end afterwards 
north-w~t. This hollow would form a lake most convenient for the 
use of the city if only " dam could be thrown aeross the Sonrekha 
at the north-west point of the hollow where the citadel rock forces 
the Sonrekha northwards close to aome of the westmost spurs 
of Jogini hill. It is at this north-we9t corner of the hollow betweeu 
the spurs of Jogini on the east and of the citadel rocks on the west 
that, in two places, an upper site near the north-west corner of the 
citadel wall and a lower site about 550 ynrds further near the north
west corner of the city Willi, Khan IJRhiidur Ardeseer has found 
the Lrnces of embaoktir.cnts and masonry described in the accompany
ing paper. 

When in Juniigndh in January IB90, I spent several dnys going O\'er 
th'l ground with Mr. Ardeseer. I eiamincd the remains of earth und 
stone work described by him. I am able to confirm his observations 
nnd agree with his conclusions. To my mind the only doulitful point 
is the embankment to the north of the fort. The mound which runs 
along the left or west l.11mk of the river neiuly parallel to its chanucl 
seemed to stretch too far to the north, and, even since Mr. Ardesecr's 
pnper was writte11, there had been so much 1p1nrrying that it wns leas 
cuy thnn elsewhere tu follow the course of the earth-work. The remains 
of old stuno wurk iu Lhe :3ourekh;i's bcJ dcJcribed by .Mr. Ardesecr are 
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vrry ·evident both at the Trh·e1,1i or Triple Braid, the site of the d11m 
of the first or Chtmdragupta lake close to the north-e11st ~orner of the 
citlldel marked F on the mllp, 1tnd about 600 yards lower at the Be
sharam Gono or Shamelees Pool,• the 1ite of the dam of the second or 
Rudradiman lake close to the north-e111t corner of the city walls mark
ed Eon the map. The right-bank dam of the second 111ke ran he 
tr11ced from E eHtwards to a convenient epur of the Jogini hill. Tht· 

I . 

right-bank dam of the earlier lake, from the mosoory at F to the spnni 
~f Jogini hill, is less easily traced. Possibly the rarth-work may havf" 
been removed when the building of·tbe lower embankment made thl" 
earlier embankment of no value. 

The eouth shore of the lake (embankment B on the map) is very 
con11picoou11. The gap at the east end of B was at first taken to be 
an inlet for water. The lie of the land shewed that llais gap must hue 
been not aa inlet but anon.tlet or overftow. And,.u Mr. Ardeaeer oo
ticn. the nae of the long north and sooth llftn'k marked A on the map 
was to torn the overiow waters into the Kalwa water-course. 

One point more may be noted. In lhe sketch map of Junig11dh 
made by Col. Tod in l823,6 a l'tUe t,o the eouth-ea11t of the Vilghl'llri 
gate ia a 1mall lake. 'l:hia Col. Tod detcribee u a fine pieee of wawr 
called the Goldsmith'• Pool.' .It might be supposed that Col. Tod 
bad been told this n11 .the SoarekbA pool and misteok the 1tream'1 
oame for the HiodustA.oi Sonurkii or Gold11mith'1. This i11 not the 
case. Col. Tod knew and UICI the 1trellm'11 name SonrekhA. Beside• 

. thi1 pool cannot have been part ofthe lake on the Sonrekhi stream. 
It lies to the sooth or outside of R, the f(lllth shore of the Sudariiana 
lake. The site of Col.Tod'• Golcl11mith'1 Pool though almost filled 
can 1till be traced. It ia DOW known. u the Vi\gheeri pool. Mr. 
Ardeseer explains Col. Tod'1 name by the fact that the Goldsmith 
commuiµty are the c~stQdiam of the Vighesri temple close to the 
poo)1 and thllt the digging of the pool WU probably connected With the 
management of the 1hrine. 

• Perhaps a. Hiodusti muiug-maliiog rrom the Goja.r&ti Vi1hr&m, l'ool 
vr Rest. 

8 Travels in Western India, 1162 (Ed. 1839). 
~ Jlo, do page 3i0. 



ii 1 

THE SUDARSANA LAKE. 

J l11tn found the site or the Sudusana lake mentioned 111 the 
Girnitr inscriptions nnd of the dams thrown acr111s the Sonrekha ri,·er 
which tnrnPd its ,·alley into a lake. I have found el!ar traees of masonry 
in the bed of the Sonrekha as well as earthen mounds on the left bauk 
of the river betwePn its bed and the rocks and spnrs of the Uparkot or 
Citadel Hill. Though wasted by time and quarrJing the remains or 
the embankments are remarkably maHit'e and lofty. 

Whea l\lr. Campbell was at Girnii.r in January 1888 be interested me 
in the old unlucky Beautiful Lake and in the disputes over its unknown 
site. After Mr. Campbell left I used to search the banks of the Son
rekh:'i and followed its course to a great distance in the hope of finding 
tr11cPs of a d11m. Although the spot· I afterwards discovtred w11_s only 
a few paces from my usual 1t11rting place, I for long failed to find any 
rPmains. I lllt a.nd tlllked with the watchmen of the mango groves on 
both bu.nkl or the river. They knew of no old dam or embankment. 
One day chance gave me the clue which has en1tbled me to tr11ce the 
first (B. C. 300)or Chandr1tgupta and the second (A. D.450) or Rudra
clamlln dam ; to follow the wh"ole circuit or the 11tke ; and to discover 
theslnices or conduits which the Rudradaman in•cription mentions with 
pride. 

Looking at the Revenue Survey map of the lands to the east of 
the Citadel platelln, my interest was excited by a thick black line 
rnRrked A on the map runniDR north 11nd south parallel to the Kalva 
w1ter-course md ending in the extreme 1onth close to the foot of Datir 
Hill where the path up the hill le11ve1 the plain. The surveyor 
BRid the black line representPd an l'arth and atone embankment 
made either to llhut oft' or to lead water. I uked myself, Can this 
bank he part oC the I01t lake? With the map a1 our guide we 
went to the sooth end of the line neor the foot of Ditar Hill, and, 
from the foot ot the hill, traced the Kain. emb11nkment, which ia 12 to 
15 feet broad and 12 to 24 feet high, about ], 700 yards north to withiu 
•hundred yards of the Vughl'Sri city gate oo the road to Girq.ir. At 
the south-east spur of the Citadel rocks, a little to the north of the 
Vaghesri gate we found a second earthen mound marked B 011 the map, 
3tJ to :15 £eet high 11nd 15 to fiU f~~t hroall strt-tching from the 
1outh-east spur9 of the Citadel rocks about :!3f1 yarJ~ t'UshrarJ• tu 
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the spurs of Bhenslo Rill. This, which m11y be styled the VAl!;hesri 
mound, is much broken. What remains are two stretches of bank. one 
66 y11rds long by 5 yards broad, the other 110 yards long by 20_yards 
bPOad, separated by a gap 60 yards in length. The view from the top 
or this Vaghesri inound impresaed me with the conviction that the 
mound had been raised to stop the southward escape of the waters of 
a lake whose western shore ran north ahout 1,100 yards 11long the 
foot of the fifty to eighty feet high cliff on whose top st11n1Js the U par
ltot or Citadel of Juniigadh. But rhe river Sonrekh:'l was far to the 
Il'Jrth. Where had the dam been thrown across the Sonrek Jui to 
block its natural passagl' and turn its bed and valley into o. lnkc ? 

Having satisfied ourselves as to the e11:tent and the lie of the south 
1bore of the lake, we started from the south-east point of the U parkot 
following north along the base of the cliff. As we passed, we could 
see that the whole ground to our right lay In a hollow. I felt I was 
walking along the west shore of the lost lake. After about I, 100 yards 
we reached the Dharagir g11te at the north-east end of the Upnrkot cliff. 
Here we saw to the north of us the Sonrckhii gliding o.long the foot 
of the new .fort wall. We passed through the Dh:iragir gate in search 
of masonry. But, though the remains of what I afterwards ascertllined 
was the dam of the first or Chandragupta lRke were within a few yards 
of us, we looked in the wrong direction and found nothing. We re
entered the Dh:irigir gate and passed north on the chance that we might 
find trnccs of an embankment. The ground was low. Close in front it 
had hl•rn cleared to the rock by qnnrrymen. A little further, keeping 
still within the fortification, we came acrosa n high earthen embank
ment running north pnro.llel to the Bt"W city wall. We followed tliis 
C'Juhnnkment nmrkeJ V on the map north for nbout 560 yar1ls. The 
emlJ:inkmrnt. ,·nricd in height from 24 to :i9 fett and in bren1lth from 
~Ill to I;;:.! fret. Three r;nps, of 32, 95, nncl 147 yards divided the 
hank into three blucks 95, -10, and 154 ynrds long. 'faking these 
j,ul11tcJ blocks Rs frng111c11ts of an embankment we pRssed along till we 
were s1oppe1l by the north·east corner of the city wnll. 

At this point the whole ground to our right lay hollow like a lake
beil. Along the crntre of the hollow from near the great Inscription 
llock, whrro the Jogini and Bhenslo spurs meet, the channel of the 
Sonrrkha stretches west abont 1,000 yards to the spot known as the 
Tri''f'l_li nenr thl' Dhi1r:igir gnte, and is thl'n forcl'd north-west by the 
spnrs of the f'it.nilel hill. The town walls hid. the foreground. But 
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c.he river clearly passed closP under the wRlls. And nrross the river a 
mound seemed to stretch east from the bank of the Sonrekhii towards 
tl:e Jogini hills. Alight not this river-crossing be the site of one of 
the So.dariana dams? As we could not scale the town-wall we 
retraced our steps along the foot of the embankment towards the 
Dhi,rAgir gate. Passing through the gate we walked north along the 
foot of the city-walls till we reached the point where the town-wall 
hRd stopped our progress. The Bonrekha flowed at our feet. On 
its right bank rose the mound we had seen from inside the wall. We 
crossed the river at what is known as the Besharam Guno or Shame
less Pool, and, from the top of the mound, found ourselves face to face 
with tht1 ~mbankment we hnd just left inside the city-wall. Only the 
bed of the Sonrekhii separated the two mounds. We scrambled 
into the bed of the river. After a few paces to our great joy we cnme 
across blocks of masonry laid in a straight line between the ends of 
the mounds on either bank of the river. 'fhia pavement was almo11t 
~rrtaioly the foundation of one of the dams which blocking the stream 
of the Soarekhi& formed either the first or the second lake. Stopped 
at this point the SoorelthU. would overflow and turn into a resenoir 
the wide hollow that stretched east and south-enst as far as the grl'at 
Inscription Rock. Tbe length of the gap in the river bed is 36 yards 
and the breP1lth of the dam nt its base 43 to 53 yards. From the right 
or east bank, n part-natural part-artificial mound marked D on the 
map Rhout 30 feet high stretches north-east to the spurs of Jogini hill. 
From whel'e the mound joins them the spura of Jogini hill curve east 
and form the north shore of the lake for about fifteen hnndred 
yards, till opposite the great Inscription Rock the spurs of Jogin1 on 
tlte north allli of llhenslo on the south drawing close together must 
lum~ prevented the wnters of the lak.e pR&sing further, From the lnscrip
tio11 Rock, avoiding the straight rood leading to the town gate and 
walking along the skirts of the hills past the Vaghesri shrine, we 
rt-achetl the east end of the Vaghesri embnnkment marked B on the 
map. This completed the cia·cuit of the lake, 

Having s~tisfied ourselves from its position that the dam we had 
found was the greRter dam mentioned in the Rudrndnman inscr~ption, 
we b<'gRn to search for the older nnd shorter dam of the Chandragupta 
lake. St11rtingfrom the ruined masonryof the secondor RudradlimRn 
<lnm we threndod our way about 600 yards up the bed of the river a.s far 
as the Uh;iragir gate near the sacred Trire1,1i, the point markeJ Fon 1 he 
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map. Here we found IJlocks of maaoory in the bed o( the rivPr !JS 

well 11s in the high earthen mound on its bank. From the top of the 
mound on the right or north bank it was clear the blocks of masonry 
were remains of a d11m that once lay acroSI the rit"er and stretched 
westward till it joined the eastmost spur of the Uparkot rocks. 
Surely this was the original Chon~ragupta dam of which we were in 
search. The length of the gap or breach .in the dam is 36 yards. 
Of the mound that ran from the right bank of the Sonrekbii to the 
Jogini spurs few traces remain. The height near the river bank is 
about thirty feet. The length of the embankmf'nt on thf' left or west 
si<le of the river between the bed and the Citadel spurs was 314 yards. 
Of this about 140 yards of masonry remain; 174 have been carried 
away for building. The breadth of the masonry varies from 43 to 53 
yards. 

When the dam burst nt this spot, in searching for a fresh site, the 
engineers naturally chose one further down the river, as, if succeSBful, 
it would so greatly add to the size of the lake. So far aa we could 
roughly estimate the first lake when full "ould cover 140 acres ant.I 
the secoud ahout 138 more or 278 acres in all. 

If this identification of the dam is accepted, the bounrlaries of the 
first or Chandragupta Sudarsana would be, beginning from the foot 
of the hills opposite the Inscription Rock and working west, North 
the high river bank about 1,000 yards to near the Dhd.riigir gate, 
then the ruined dam across the river and the mound running west 
about 300 yards to the spurs of the Uparkot rocks: West the scarp 
of the U parkot hill stretching south about 1,100 yards to the Viighcsri 
gnte : South the Vaghesri mound that from near the Vilghesri gate 
in the west stretches east 2:~6 yards to the skirts of Bhenslo hill : 
l~ast as far north as the Inscription ;Rock the slopes of Dhenslo hill. 

If this circuit of the lnke is correct, it shows that the north and 
south embankment first qoticed, marked A on the map, did not form 
pnrt of the bnnks either of the Chandrllgnpta or of the Rudradd.man 
lnke. Inspection prot"ed that this first noticed line, whose length is about 
1,716 yards, brendth 12 to 15 feet, nnd height 12 to 24 feet, was a 
distinct embankment whose use was to dam back the overflow waters 
of the lake and confine them lo the hollow of the Knlva water-course 
near the foot of Diitar hill. 

There remaineil to identify the conduit!! or sluices which ue men· 
tiolll·J 11s a 111arke1I fl'lllure lwth ufthf' A~oka a.nJ uf the KudraJiu.au 
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lake. Aa lhe level of the lake would be much higher than 1he 
pnseul ri,·er-bcd level the can11l or sluice was probably cut nt 110111e 

11oint in the high naturnl north bank of the lake. On the north si1lc 
of the old bank of the lake lies a lnrge garden known as the Dhi1ra
p;ir garden. Here we found lnbourers digging out huge blocks of stone 
forming a. puement hollow in the centre which passed from the lrnnk 
of thl' lake north,nrd. The blocks of stone h11d all the nppearancl' of 
being the remains of the paved bottom of some conduit or canal. The 
discovery of the conduit delighted me. It fitted well with the in
scription details. Its position explained certain troublesome p11ssa~es 
which seemed to me for the first time understood in Pandit Bhagwan -
Jal's rendering of the Rudradaman inscription. 

I would offer the following explanation of the reforencl'S to conduits 
in the Rudradamao inscription. The original or Chandragupta river-bed 
dam was solid with no openings or conduits. The embellishme1't with 
conduits by Tushaspa. .A.Boka's Viceroy was the dangerous device of 
opening sluices in the main river-bed dam to scour silt and draw off 
floods. This is proved by the remark in the Rudradllman inscription that 
when the river bed dam was breached the structure of Tusht1spa's 
conduits was visible in the breach. In the A. D. 12D flood the stones, 
bushes, trees and tangled creepers swept.down by the flood and hurri
cane blocked the conduit openings. With the outlet closed the water 
rose till the dam was topped and burst. In the breach of the dam S uvi
iiakha's engineers sa.w the style of conduit, the work worthy of a king, 
and adopted it. But as the inscription notes they wisely made the new 
river-bed dam like the spur of a hill well joined and solid without holes. 
They opened a conduit and triple winding outlet through the naturRl 
high ground to the north of the lake which no flood prepsurc could 
hurst. The Skandagupta inscription seems to imply that :when the 
river-bed dam was repaired the north bank sluices continued unchanged. 
Some later unrecorded flood apparently repeated the performance of the 
A. D. 449 flood. The sluices failed to cany off the water, aud tbe
level of the lake rose till the dam was lupped and breached. 
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ABT. VI.-On the MS. of Dante's Divina Commedia m the 
Library of the Sociefy.-Hy W. R. M.a.cPONJCLL, M.A.> 
formerly Scholar of Balliol College, Oxford. 

[Bead :Ma.reh 5, 18!11.] 

No autograph copy of the Divin'a Cornmedia is known to e1ist. 
Not a trace of Uante'e handwriting.cnn be discovered, ncit ncn in the 
public archives of Florence, where he held high office; yet curiously 
enough, we posseS! a minute description of it, by one who had seeD 
it. Lionardo Aretino (died 1444); he enys in his life of Dante: "He 
" was a perfect writer; his letters were thin, long, and very correct, as 
"I myetlf hnve seen in some epistles written with hie own hand." 

No dated MS. even profe11es to be older tho-n 1335-6, that is, 
they reRch no further back on their own profession than fourtel'D 
or fifteen years after the poet's death. 

When we come to examine existing MSS. we are at once struck 
by the fact that they differ amongst themselves, eometimet to an 
extraordinary extent, The documents which apprar to be the earliest 
shew signs of a text that has been tampernd with, and the earliest 
commentators, some of whom go back to seven or twelve yeus after 
Dante's death, exhibit false readings; they even discu68 and imply 
various readings. 

The very success of the poem wns a fertile 1ource of error in the 
text. It 11ttained to a v11St reputati:>n as soon as it made its appear
ance; nor is it difficult to understand even after the lapse of six cen
turies the impression which it made on men's :minds. It was a work 
unique in its scope in the history of the world, 11nd its author was 
a master of all the science and theology of his time, as well ns a poet 
endowed with the ~i.sion and faculty divine, He was also a fierce 11nd 
bitter partisan, and in a country rent by faction he must hnve fanned 
to a fiercer glow the party hatreds of his day by his inteusely personal 
treatment of Guelf and Ghibbelinc. 

Thia persoual interest e1.aited by the poem was iu one way unfortu
nate ; it led to the corruption of the text. Copies were rapidly 
mulliplied-five to six hundred are koown to eidst,-and the copyists 
w.:re, in m.Wy caocs, neither accurate nor honest, aud made reck.leaa 
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alterations in the text, often from ignor1U1ce, and so~etimes in the 
interests of orthodoxy. Of course, too, they committed numerous 
clerioal errors. 

From all this mass of error and restoration, it is the object of the 
te1tual critic in our day to ascertAin what Dante is most likely to have 
written. It would lead me too far to describe the principles on which 
the problem is attacked ; a few illustrations of the moderu meth1Jd of 
dealing with textual difficulties will come before us in the course of 
this paper. In the meantime I will only refer briefly to what bu 
been done by two eminent critics towards settling the text of the 
Diuina Cominedia, and will begin with the greatest of all Dante 
scholars, the Jate Dr. CarJ Witte, of Berlin. 

Witte selected with extreme care four MSS. : the famous Codice di 
Santa Croce at Florence, which he considered probably the best in 
e:i:istence, one in the Vatican, a third in the Royal Library at Berlin, 
and the fourth in a private library at Rome. From these he formed his 
standard tell, into which he admitted only such readings as he found 
in one or more of his selected MSS., registering all variations of Any 
of the four from the Standard. Witte's text is recognised as by far 
the best yet published. 

The other scholar to whom I refer is Dr. Moore, Principal of St. 
Edmund Hall, Oxford. He printed Witte's standard text of the 
lnfeN10, and registered, with certain exceptions, the variations from the 
Standard of seventeen MSS., fourteen of which are in the Bodleian 
Library, Oxrord,and three· in the University Library, Cambridge. The 
exceptions are worth noting by the student of our MS. ; they are of two 
kinds: (i) chose which seemed to be not worth recording, such as 
dil'erences in spelling; and (2) those which couJd not be recorded 
with any certainty because the evidence of the MSS. was inconclusive. 
In illustration of the second class, I may mention the ,·arying 
practice of copyists in respect af the elision of final letters, the 
doubling or not doubling of consonants, the tendency towards irregu
lar division of words, the confusion of modo and monrlo, the common 
interchange of m and n, and the similarity of n, u and v. 

Dr • .Moore has further carefully selected 175 test passages, and dis
cusses which rival readings in these passages are to be considered, on 
recognised critical principles, as primary, secondary, or derivative. 
For this purpose he has collated an enormous n:imber of MSS.; 
on some pass11ges his collations extend to over 200. 

8 
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The work thus began by Witte and Dr. Moore and othl'ra will not 
be complete nntil the variations of all the MSS. from a standard tnt. 
are collated and registPred. I ~ow proceed to make a cont~ibution 
towards ·this great work by dt'scribing the MS. of which we 11re the 
fortunate owners, and indicating its re11dings in Dr. Moore's test 
pas&Rges. 

It is a beautiful MS. on vellum·, a quinternion, 121' X St", with 
wi<le margin~. in single columns ; the edges of the leaves are gilded. 
The writing is IArge, upright, and remarkably c)Par. The titles of 
the cantC1s, except the title of the I11fer110 which is in gold, are in red, 
the body of the initial letter of each canlo is blae, surrounded by 
red scrolls nnd beautifully illuminated. (In many MSS. these initial 
lettfrs are nltrrnatdy blue and red.) The initial letten of each 
te,.zilla is preceded by a simple ornament, alternately blue and red. 
Cop0

• or Comp0
• is added in the margin to mark similes. 

At the hrginning of ellrh cantica is a small picture. In the Inferno. 
the piclure forms the initial letter, and represents a man in profilP, 
perhaps Dante himsflf, in a red robe and red cap, clasping a book nnd 
looking upwards. Ile looks like a comfortable eccle~iastic, 1111d his 
features bear 110 resemblance to the beautiful face by Giotto which 
one still sees on the wnll of the Bargello at Florence. 

In the Purgatori11, also, the picture forms the initinl letter, an 
empty brom1 ship with sail full set on a green sea, a blue sky Oferhead: 
it is painted very cnrefully and minutely. 

In the Paradi10, the picture is not an initial letter, but a separate 
miniature dividing the title from the text. It is i;quare, in a frame 
of goltl, and represents the Almighty surrounded by five little Angels 
in red ; nil have golden halos round their heads; the rentral figure 
is clothed in a pink tunic nnd blue cloak lined with yellow. 

Tlie titl~s and colophons arc interesting, but I need not transcribe 
the111 nil here ; 0111 y I shoulci like to mention the colophon of the 
Parntiiao. lt is somewhat illegible, but I think there is 110 doubt it 
runs thu:t : " Qui finisce la. cornedia del poeta nov1!llo dante nlleghie1 i 
ooorcv(\le cittadino della citta di fireni;e deo gratias." 'l'hc nonl 
novello would seem to indicate thRt Dante had not been loug, dead 
when our )lS. was written, auol that cunsequeutly it iii ouc of the 
earliest; but perhaps this is pressing the word too much. 

Two copyists appear to hne been engaged on the l\IS.; the second 
begins at Paradiiso, VII. 130, and continues to the end; his writing is 



OR TBE socn:TY'li JIS. OF DANTE. 59 

thicker than the first scribe's, and not so clear, accurate and eleg11nt. 
One peculiarity of the second scribe ia that he writes tt instead of ct a8 

the first scribe invariably did, e.g. t•stto for tucto ; this is shown by the 
nry first word he writes, viz., tratto. The first writer had written 
the word tracto at the foot of the last page of his quire, below the last 
line, to indicate the first word on the following page ; the new scribe 
stuts off on the new pRge with tratw. No doubt a careful ei:amiiv 
ation would reveal other peculiarities. One curious oversight of the 
second scribe i1r worth noting. From Par. XXV. 79 at the top of 
the pRge, to XXIX. 79 at the foot, he has forgotten to write the first 
letter of each terzina; probably his practice was to paint his coloured 
ornament first, and then wait until the paint dried before writing the 
capital letter of the line opposite ; but in this passage he forgot to go 
back to put in his capitals, although he ha~ inserted them as he went 
on, in their proper places, in a small faint hand. 

The following peculiarities in orthography may be noted:-
(1) Latin and unRl!similated forms of words, common to all the 

oldest MSS. et for e, ad for a, justitia, dampnati, obscuro, 
sapientia, scripte, sompno, Piectola. 

(2) I have observed the vulgar initial h only thrice, in krtopo, 
/iore and hor. 

(3) There appears to be a marked absence of dialectic per.u
liarities. 

(4) There are numerous instances where words are run together 
as if they had been taken down from dictation. 

Erasures and corrections appear to be few, especially in the first 
scribe's work. 

The MS. is bound in brown leather, and is in excellent preservation, 
batring a few small wormholes which extend through several pages 
at the beginning and end; the three last leaves are very slightly 
touched by damp, but the damage is insignificant. 

So much for the outw1nd form of the ~IS. I now proceed to give an 
11ccount of the te:oi:t, which, of course, is the main criterion of its value. 
I h1n·e examined and registered its readings in the 175 test passages 
given by Dr. :Moore, and compal'ed them with the readings of the 
Oxford MS. m11rked B, the Cambridge 0, and Witte'a A and C in 
1''lorenee and Bt.rlin. The two latter are probably the best in existence; 
the two in Oxford and Cambridge rank very high. 

In an appendix I have given the readings of our :MS. in detoil; the 
& 
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nmmary of my collation is as follows, and thP principle I. hne 
follow;.i ia to aecept Dr. Moore's"readiogs u a standard, and regi1ter 
the 11gnemebts and differences of the nrious MSS. accordingly. I 
hue put uide certain puugt'B as being ~ither no real tests or 
indeterminate. 

In the l"fn"llo, in 70 paBBllges, Bombay has 44 11p-eemf'nts, Oxford 
~I, Cambridge 56, and Witte's A 11nd C 60 and 56 reapeetinly. Of 
the 26 differences of Bombay, 3 are nniqne and not of much interest, 

· 1 ia very bad and is npported by only one inferior MS., 'l are of moderate 
quality 811d fairly well supported, while 15 have considerable support, 
agreeing with 50 or more llSS. 

In 6 ca11e11 Bombay has better readings than the great Florentian 
A, and in 'l cues than the Berlin C. One of thfle, tli1., XXVIII. 135, 
is a well-known battlefield of critics, and is of great interest to u1. 
It 1>ccura in the pauage where Dante describes his meeting with 
Bertran di Born, the famous troubadour and turbulent noble of 
H1t0tefort in GnienuP, in the ninth circle where~hoae who •• sowing 
discord pther guilt" are punished ; and the problem to be sohed i1 
whether we 11honld read re gioD•rte or re Gio11•n11i, i.e., whether Bertran 
aays, " I am he who gave evil counsel to the young king ; I made the 
" father and the son rebels to eaoh other," or " I am he who gave evil 
" coun1ela to king John." The great majority of MSS. eumined by 
Dr. Moore, 214 including the best, read re Giovanni, while only 22 
read re giotJane. 

The question can only be settled by an appeal to history. The a1lu-
1ion ia either to Henry, or to John. afterwards lr.ing John, of Magna 
Charta renown, sons of Henry II. of England. .Against Gi011a1111i are 
· the&e facts :-

(I) John wu not called king John in his f11ther's lifetime. 
(2) It is trne that John took part against his father, but it wu 

in secret and 1n the very last day11 of King Henry' a life. 
(3) Bertran in his poems makes no allusion to John in Prince 

Henry's lifetime. 
( 4) It is doubtful whether he ever wrote to John at all. 
(5) There is no e"fidence that he had any special friendship for 

John. 
In favour of Giot•anni the principal argument is the overwhelming 

weight of the MSS. evidence and the unanimity of the old commenta
tors; but giovane might have been changed to giovanni in one of the 
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yery earliest eopies; we hHe already seen that changPs in the tut 
began at a •ery early date. The unanimity af the commentaton does 
not aeem to have much weight; they would agree because their tell.ti 

1greed. 
On the other hand in favour of rt giurJaH, the young king, i. t •• 

Prince Henry, it is pGinted out :-
( 1) Henry wu crowned at Westminster and again at Winchester 

in hia father's lifetime, and from this fact ia dP?ived hia 
title ,,f the " Young KinJ!:'." 

(2) Soon after the 11rcond coronation, the aon rebelled againat hia 
f11ther, and fled to Frimce, where a gtnrral league was 
formed against King Henry hy all hia aons e:ircept John, 
uaiatrd by the kings of France and Scotland, the Norman 
baron1, and others. 

(3) In this league the '' yonng king" wa1 supported by Bertl'fto 
di Boru. One of the old Proven~el writers says, King 
Henry hated Bertran becao!e he wns " the friend and 
•• coun11ellor or the young king, bis aon, who had made wea 
"against him, and he believed Sir Bertran bore the whole 
" guilt of it." 

( 4) Bueft'er, in his " Troubadonra," 11aya, Bertran' a "unwAVer· 
"ing friendship for Young Henry is the redeeming feature 
"in the reckle1111 warrior's character." Jn Bertrau'11 poems 
there are numerous references to the young king, and 
" reys joves " is bia regular title for him. 

(5) Dante wu familiar with the works of the Troubadours. 
In bis tnatise, l>t f1ulgari tlogvtntia, he quotes, amongst 
othen, Bertram111 tie Bornfo 89 an illustrious writer in the 
-vulp;ar tongue, and refers to him 11110 in the Cont:ito. 

The weight of the evidence seems to be conclush·e for rt giovant in 
spite of its alight aupport from the MSS., and if 'l'l·e turn to onr MS, 
we shall find that rrRding there. 

One curious uniqne reading occurs 11t XXXIII. i4; due giorni, 
where the best MSS. read due di ; gi'nrni 11erms to be a ~loss on di, 
but it is puzzling to &Pe why di should rl'quire a glo&1. 

In fihe Purgatorio out of 37 trst pass11gee, Bombay h11a 20 agree
ments, Oxford 16, Cambtidge. 27, Florence 27, end Berlin 24. Here, 
Rg11in, we see Bombay is better then Oxford. It is brtter th.an Florence 
io 4 cases, and than Berlin in 7 ; it hns 2 utremely bad re11dinga, rPg11rd-
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ing one of which, XXX. 73, the scribe himself seems to have beeo. 
in perplexity and left the line as hopelessly bad : guardaci hene 1e ben 
- - 1e heatrice, instead of guardaci hen : hen sciin ben 1e1n 
Beatrice. 

In the Paradiso there are 41 test paHages. Our MS. has 24 agree· 
ments, Oxford 20, Cambridge 2l, Florence 28, and Berlin 33. Here
Bombay is better than Oxford and Cambridge, and it has better 
readings than Florence in 7 places, and than Berlin in 5 ; but I should 
add that 5 of its differences are supported by very slight authority, 
and mu11t be considered poor. 

Paradiso XXVI. 104 is a very interesting line. It occurs in Adam's 
address to Dante, and the MSS. are divided between " Dante" and 
"da te," the majority being in favour of the former. If '' Dante" 
be adopted, Adam's wor"ds will be "without it being set forth to me, 
•• Daot.e, I better discern thy will than thou, &c.," but against this 
reading it has been pointed out that Dante's name occurs only once 
elsewhere in the whole of the Diviraa Com media, viz., Purgalorio, 
XXX. 55, where Beatrice addresses him by name, and eight lines 
further on in the same canto, he expzessly says that he set down his 
n"me only di necessita. In this passage in the ParadiBO is there any 
necessity for mentioning his name ? Moore says there is no pretence 
of any such neceslity here, and the attempti to suggest at least some 
propriety for the occ11rrence of the name seem to ·him altogether 
unsatisfactory. 

On the other hand if we read·date, I think it will be recognised at 
once that the passage gains force : "without it being set forth to me by 
"thee, I better discern thy will than thou." As Butler says, the 
absence of da te would quite destroy the balance of the sentence. It 
is satisfactory to find that our MS. reads da te, and thus supports 
Moore nod Butler. 

Of course, the comparisons made above are rough and ready, but I 
trust I have brought forward facts which prove that our MS.; althou11;h 
not in the very first rank, is one of great excellence, 1\Dd will well 
repay a more extendfd examinotion than I have found possible. The 
great problem is to disco"fer its relation to the MSS. in Europe, nnd 
on this question my short researches h1\\'e not enabled me to come to 
any but negntiYe conclusions. For i11sta11ce, from nn examination of 
certain other tl'st passages, I beliel'e it is not connected with the so
called "Vatican" family of MSS., nor with the Ashburnham combin-
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ntion of 6 l\ISS., nor does it agree with the Cambridge 0 in cerlain 
charactensllc passages. It has been mentioned in connection with 
the famous MS. in the Ambrosian Library at :Mihm, but I find 
that in the 15 pilssag~s given by Dr. Moore, in which the Ambroaian 
hna prculiar readings, ours differs from it in every instance. 

I trust some scholar, with leisnre, will take up this extremely 
interesting problem and solve it. 

,\s appendices to this paper will be found the re11dinga of our MS. : 
(1) in Moore's 175 general test passages, (2) in his 60 test p11ssages 
of the Vatican family, (3) in his 23 test passages of the Ashburnham 
combination, and ( 4) in .the 16 p11Bsnges where the Cambridge 0 has 
peculinr readings; also a collation of Infernv, III. with Witte'• 
standBrd, and the titles and colophons to the 3 c11ntiche. 

I beg to express my ileep indebtedness to Dr. Moore, without whose 
scholnrly book on the "Textual Criticism of the Di~-ina Commedia," 
this pnper could not hnve been written. 

And, in conclusion, might I suggest to our Committee that, round 
this noble l\IS. they should gradually form, as opportunity offers, a 
good working collection of books on Dante's work, and life aud times? 

6 • 
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APPENDIX I. 

L111T OP READINGS of the Bombay MS. in Dr. Moore's general 
test pusagee :-

IN PERNO. 

I. 28, Poy chei posato ; 42, fiera lagaecta ; 4S, me tremiHe ; 
94, questa bestia. 

II. 12, Prima che ; 22, Laquale el quale ; 55, pin chella 1tella; 60, 
quantolmoto; 81, no te huopo chaprirmi. 

III. 8. Eterno duro ; 31, derro1 ; 36, sen~a ifamia; 59-60, vidi 
et conobbi ; 114, vede. 

VI. 23, aimise; 68, somo; 95, di quel signor; 141, Tulyoet alino. 
V. 38, eran dampnati ; 59, succidete ; 102, modo ; 126, faro come 

colei ; 135, fia diviso. 
VI. 43, allei. 
VII. 108, maligne piagge. 
VIII. 78, ferro fosse ; 125, a.men secreta porta. 
IX. 54, m11l non ; 70, porta fuori; 125, che sepellite dentro. 
X. 65, gia lecto ii nome. 
XI. 90, vendecta.. 
XII. 16, lo savio mio in ver lui ; 66, mal fu ; 125, coccea. 
XIII. 20, hen si vederai ; 21, torrien; 63, le vene et i polsi. 
XIV. 48, marturi; 126, Pura sinistra. 
XV. 39, Sen~a rostarsi. 
XVI. 3, challflrme; 14, Volse ii viso verme et disse 11Specta 1 15, 

Per che acoator si vuole easer cortese [et is written in a contracted 
form]; 104, Trovii.mo. 

XVII. 20, che parte stanno ; 95, Ad alto forte. 
XVIII. 12, rendon sicura; 42, Di gia veder ; 55, lo fui celui ; 91, 

consenno. 
XIX. 3, et ~oi [et is written in a contracted form) ; 23, Ii piedi et 

delle gambe [et again contracted]; 64, tucto. 
XX. 30, conpassion porta; 69, se feese quel. 
XXL 14, fan remi et altri volgon sarte ; 46, c0 volto ; !13 temi cbe 

non ten esser; 112, Ier piu oltre cinque bore; ll3, Mille ducento. 
XXII. 101, Sichio non tema; 142, schermidor. 
XXIII. 83, coll"animo nel vi110. · 
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XXV. 8, Ribadendo; 120, Prr luna parte et dallaltra. 
xxvr. 25, Quando villan. 
XXVII. 21, istra. 
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XXVlll. 10, troiani ; 83, neptuno ; 135, che diedi al re gioY&ne 
imali conforti. 

XXIX. 46, foorR se. 
XXX. 18, Et del 100; 44, F11.l1ificar ; 115, et tu falsutil coaio ( tt 

contracted.] 
XXXI. 75, Et vedi Jui. 
ixxn. 47, Gocciar giu ; 136, ad r11gion. 
XXXIll. 26, Piu lume ; ?2, Tr11.I quinto di el sexto. 
XXXIII. 74, Due giorni; i8, cbe foru losso. 
XXXIV. 13 altre •tanno agincerere ah.re 1tanno [ a.viaur~r~ i1 

not written distinctly] ; 53, Con sei occhi pi11.nge'a l't d11.tre menti ; 
99, mal suolo. 

Puar.A.TOR10. 

I. 108, Prendete. 
II. 13, Et ecco qnRI snol prt's~o de) mattino ; 26, aperaer lali ; 44 

p11rea .••. pencripto; 93, tRntR terra tolt11; ne. Noi erttvl\m, ' 

IV. 22, la calle; 72, che mill non seppe c11rreggiar feton ; 125, 
Quiritto. 

V. 38, Di mec:«t1' nocte ; 88, Son bon conte ; 136, Disposando. 
VII. 15, dovel minor; bl, os11rill t'he non potesse. 
VIII. 64, li1l1ro a me; 9 I, comei parl11.Vll et i;ordl"llo. 
IX. 17, Piu •.•••• men. 
X. 14, scemo; 30, che di diricta ulit11. 
XIII. 2, risPga; 154, Ii pPrdone1anno ( p~r contracted thus p ). 
XIV. H6, iira ragion. 
XVI. 145, cosi parlo. 
XVI II. 83, PieclolB piu rbe vil111. 
XIX. 34, Io mossi Ii ocrhi el mio maestro almentre; 35, Voci 

tome110 et dicel\; 132, dricta. 
JX. 90, tra novi ladroni. 
XXI. 19, p11.rte andRVam; 2a, per che lei; 45, daltro ; 61, Sol 

voler fa pron. 
xxn. s. navran ; 6, consitio. 

9 
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XXII. 97, amico. 
XXIV. 61, piu Rguardar. 
XX V. 9, che per alte"i;a ii &Rlitor; 31, veduta ; 131, si tenne. 
XX VI. 41, entrR ; 72, nellialti quor tosto satuta; 7 5, morir. 
XX VII. 4, dR non ; 81, )or di poaa serve ; 111 IJ'len lontani. 
XXX. 15, alluinndo; (originally written alluuando, but the latter 

stroke of the lll'Cond 11 is scored through); 73, Gnardaci bene ae hen 
-- ae beatrice [ae -- ae partly written over an erasurt'.] 
· XXXI. 29, degli altri; 51, son terra sparte. 

PARADISO. 

I. 135, La terrR a tolto; 141, coma terra q11iete in. 
II. 42, e dio; 124, a me; 141, in voi. 
III. 15, men tosto. 
V. 88 tncere. 
VII. 21, Punitn; l U, Juno . . . . laltro. 
IX. 129, tutt.a q11AntR. 
x. 4, per mete oper loco (per contracted thua p); 112, nt'll a 

mente unsi profondo; 119, templi. 
XI. 26, nacque; 82 ferncl'. 
XIII. 27, persona. 
XIV. i2, vir.ta. 
XVI. 47, portar. 
XVII. 9, segninta hen della interna. 
XVIII. 75, or tonda or altra; 123, sangue; 131, paol. 
XIX. 141, mala vislA. 
XX. 117, gioco. 
xxn. 17. mai chel pincer; 94, volte ritroso ; 95, ii mar fuggir. 
XX III. 115, lintcrnn. 
XXV. 3, piu Anni ; J4, SperR; 29, )a Jarghe((';'R; 33, quando. 
XXYI. 96, la ti dico; 104, Date ; 134, 1111 sappelJa,·a; 136, El 

si chiamo poi. 
XXVII. 57, Vendetta. 
XX.VIII. 23, alocinger ; 50, rote. 
XXIX. 4, qu11nte dnl punto chc tiene in libm. 
XXX I. 20, l\Ioltitndinl'. 
XXX I II. 57, Mcmorin ; 89, qunsi conftati; 126, te ame siridi ; 

12 8, Parr,·a intrl'. 
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.APPENDIX II. 

LIST °" R1:A11INGS of the Bombay MS. io Dr. Moore's test paYages 

of the Vatieau Family of MSS. 

INFERNO. 

II. 12, Primll che ; 53, beata et bell&. 
IX. 8!), Ginnse alla porta. 
X. 2(), ad te mio quor; 111, E coi vi,i. 
XI. 9(), vendecta. 
XII. 16, lo savie> mio in ver lui; 28, via giu per lo scarco; 125, 

eoccea pur. 
XIII. 25, lo credo che credette chio credesse; 43, cosi di quella 

echeggia resciva. 
XIV. 52, ii suo fllhro. 
xvn. 50,. or col ceft'o or coi pie quaodo 900· morsi j 96, colle' brac-

eia mavinse. 
XVIII. -'2, Di gia vedrr. 
XX II. 6, corer giostrar 
XXV. 144, la pena aborr~ 
XXVI. 41, del folsor 
XXVU. 39, hor vi lasciAi; 651 non torno vivo alcun. 
XXVIIl. 71, F..t cuio·vidi su terra latina. 
XXX. 87, Et men dun mec;c;o. 
XXXll. 128, Cosi Ii denti luno ad laltro pose. 
XXXIll. 43, Gia era drsti; 74, Due giorni. 
XXXIV. 93, qual era il punctJ. 

PuaGATORIO'. 

V. 38, mec;c;a noete ; 88, Boo honconte, 
VI. 49, et io buon duca. 
X. 14, lo scemo. 
XIII. 105, Fammiti eonto·; 121, chio volsi; 144, di la perle. 
XVI. 142, lo flHDO; 145, cosi parlo. 
XVIII. 57, Ne dei primi appetibili; 58, the sono in noi si come; 
XX. 104, Et paricida. 
XXL 101, viHe virgilio; 112, inbenc assommi. 
XXUI. 36, Et quel donacqua. 
UV. 51, fe gustare. 
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XXVI. 7, piu rovente. 
XXVIII. 123, come tiume rhaspetta. 
XXlX. 14, 111 dii1111 mia: 71, solo illume. 
XXX. 111, che1le stelle. 
XXXII. 10-.2, Di quellR terrR. 

IV. 121, tanto profond11. 
V. BB, lo suo tRrere. 
X. 112, nella mente. 

PARADISO. 

XXIII. 103, che spiro; Ill, lo lumt' di mnna. 
XXV. 14, Di quellR spera. 
XXVI. 93, ciRsc1rna spusa ; 96, la ti tlicu. 
XX VIII. 90, feli occhi stavillaro 
XXX. 141, di fame. 
XXXIII. 57, la memoria ; 89, quRsi conftllti • 

.APPENDIX Ill. 

Lin oF RuotNGS of the BombRy MS. in Dr. Moore's trat 
pHsages of the Ashburnham ComlJin~tion, {3i>.a 33·46. 

INFERNO. 

III. 64, che m11i non fur vivi ; 72, Perchio diSBi mnestro ; 116 
dellict 1 ; 128 e pero. 

XIII. 20, si .,ederKi. 
XV ll. 95, ad' alto forte'. 
XVIII. 91, lvi com1enno. 
XX. 69, se fesse quel. 
XXI. H, fan • . . . volgon. 
XXVIII. 83, si gram fano neptuno. 
XXXI. 75, Et vedi lni chel. 
XXXIV. 99, suolo et di lume disagio. 

PuRGATOR10, 

1. 108, Prendete. 
II. 13, suol pres•o del ; 93, tanta terra. 
VII. 51, osaria che non. 
XIV. 126, iira ragion. 
XIX. 34, lo mosai lioccbi el mio maestro almentr•. 
XXII. 6, con1itio. 
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I. 135, LR terra a tolto. 
V. 88, Lo suo tacere. 
V l I. 4, alla nota 11ua. 
XI. 82, Ferace. 

PARADldO. 

XXVI. 136, el si chiamo. 
XXVII. 57, 0 vendett11 di dio, 
XXVIIJ. 23, alocingn ; 50, tauto piu diviue • 

.dPPENDIX 11'. 

69 

L1ST OF READINGS of the Bombay MS. in plllsages where the Cam• 
bridge 0 has peculiar readings. 

INF!R~O. 

III. 16, Noi siam vennti; 100, mn qnelle aoime. 
VI. 49, et ella ad me; 85, et quelli ei son tra laoime ; 94, el duca 

disse ad me. 
VII. 67, Maestro dissio lui or mi. 
IX. 95, ail cui 1100 puote ii fine easer may IDO!fljO· 

X. 111, che suo nato. 
XI. 24, 0 con forc;a o con frode. 
XIX. 25, Piante. 
XXII. 72, stracciaudo. 
XXlll, 53, foodo. 
XXV. 105, feruto. 
XXVIII. 24, rocto ; 33, feS&o. 
XXXII. . 37, ogniuna. 

APPENDIX P. 

Cul111tion of the Bomb11y MS., Inferno, cauto Ill., Witte' a text being 
taken 11s the standard. 

Pt>culiarities of orthography are omitted. 
7, furor ; 8, eteroo duro ; 13, et queli ad me ; 20, viso ; 29, aur11 ; 

30, quando turbo ; 31, derror ; 33, Et qua) ; 36, ifamia; 39, furor 
• • • • . • fuoro; 51, ragionar dilor gavarda et passa ; 58, nebbi; 
61, In contente 64, 11Ciagurati ; 73, qualei • . . • • • qual costume ; 
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80, chel n •. J dir Ii fosse; 81, fin ; 85, nonsperate ; 87, i caldo el gielo; 
89, di cotesti; 90, tt quando tide chio; 98, nocchiel; 101, dibacter 
identi; 103, Bi11stimatano dio ei lor parenti; 105, semente; 108, 
ci11scun che dio non teme; 116, Gictannsi dellicto; 118, Sene\·anno; 
119, innan~i; l'W, Ancor; 122, color che muoion; 126, lathema si 
voln; 128, si charon. 

APPENDIX PI. 

INFERNO. 

Title :-II comincia ii primo canto della prima cantica della comedia 
di dant.e allighieri de. fiorenc;a nel quale cimto lauctore 
proemic;;a a tucta quanta la comedie.. 

Coloplwn :-Explicit prima c11ntic11 comedie dantis allegherij que 
dicitur infernus. 

PunGAToaro. 

Title :-II comincia ii primo canto della seconda cantica della 
comedia di daute alligheri de. firen~e nel qua.le canto l11uctoe 
prohemi~c;a sing1'lnrn1ente questa seconda parte dicta 
purgatorio &c. 

Colopkon,--Finito qui la seconda cantica della comedia di dante 
deo gratias, 

PARADISO. 

Title.--Comincin la ter~a cantice. della comedia di dante allighieri 
chiamata paradiso &c. 

Colopkon.--Qui fini8ce la come<lia del poeta novello dante alleghieri, 
onorerole citt11dino del111 citta di firen~e deo gratias. 
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ART. VII. - A Note on a Matter arising_ out of tlie Gupta Era, 
By J. F. FLEET, 'Bo.C.S., M.R.A.S., C.I.E. 

Communicated, 9th March, 1891. 

When I wrote the Introduction to my Gupta lfu~iptiona, Corpus 
.rnscriptionnm lmlicarum, Vol. lll., I had three leading points under 
consideration :-

(I) The approximate historical period in which the rise of the Early 
Gupta pown must be placed. 

(2) The determination of the exact epoch of the era used by the 
kings of thRt dynasty. And -

(3) The origin of the era. 
And the result~ at which I arrived, wt>re as follows :-
(1) My newly discovered i\IRnd'lsur inscrip1ion, dated in the ytar 

MillRva-Samvat 529 expirt>d, proved that a supposed statement by AI
benlni, that the Gupta powt'r CRme to an end in or about A. D. 319, 
must be wrong; and that, on the contrary, we mr •t place the risP. of 
the Early Gupta power shortly after that year, and must find in or 
about that year the starting·p••int of the era used in the dates of the 
Early Gupta records, and in any others that belong to the same uni· 
form series with them.1 There remained the point, which no one had 
e"rer seriously taken in hand for conclnsh·e disposRI, thRt, arcording to 
M. Reinaud's translation, Alberfrni tlistinc1ly ~a.id that the erR com
mencing in or about the ab.:i,·e year marked the epoch of the Pxtermi· 
nation of the Gupta power. But thl' difficuhy connected with this was 
subsequently cleRr~d away for rne b~· Prof. Wright, whose translation of 
the passage in question shews that Albenlni did not, - of nec•ssity, n.t 
any rate, - sny anything of the kind. 

(2) Taking the unqualified Gupta years ns current ~·ears, and assum
ing them to be ]uni-solar yenrs commencing, like Saka years of the 
same cl11ss, with ChRitrR sukla l, the cnlculRtions of dates, mode for me 
by Mr. ShRnkar Dalkrishnn Dikshit, prond that the •poch or year O 

1 The only point. in respect of which the chnin of Midence w:i.s at all 
deficient when I left the case, - t•iz. the o.bsenco of nbsolute proof thnt the 
ll1Glav11 era is the Vikmmn em, - hnA bet>n Ainr.r eupplieJ. by Prof. Kielhnrn 
(~Po li11I. Ant. V'ol. XJX. p. 31G.) 
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of the era wu Saka-Samvat 2~ current ; and that the first day of the 
fir1t current year of the era WU Chaitra auk la I of Sab-Samnt 243 
eurrent, correaponding to the 26th February, A. D. 320. Whether 
the Gupta yean were to be .underlltood as current or u npired, when 
not diltinctly 1per.ified either way, •u a matter of opinion only ; de
penciing primarily on the qaeatioo, whether the carreot· regnal yean in 
which the era originated, were ever 1y1tematically repl11ced by the 
corresponding expired ye11ra, and, if 10, at what period. I· ~11ve my 
reasons for interpreting them u current years. 1 But 1 intimated ·at 
the s11me time, th11t et"ideoce might be obtained subseque11tly, shewing 
that thPy are to be interpreted a1 expired ye11rs ; and that, in this c1111e, 
the results would be earlier by one year ; t1iz., the epoch would be Sakll
Samvat 241 current, and the first day of the first current yn.r would be 
Chaitra 8ukla 1 of Saka-Sam vat 242 current, corresponding to the 9th 
March, A. D. 319. Aod I may a11 well take this opportunity of uy
ing that inch evidence is perhaps oow forthcoming, in another statement 
by A lb@rlini. in which he says, -"In all chronological dates which we 
have mentioned already and shall still mention, we only reckon with 
OtJmplele years, for the Hindus are in the habit ofdisreg11rding/r11ctiou 
of a year" (Sachau's Afben111i'1 India, Transl1uion, Vol. II. p. 3). 
This appears to s ew that, in the passage in which Alb@runt gives 
Gnpta·V alabht-Samnt 712 as eqninlent to Saka-S11mvat 953, he h111 
quoted the t'Xpired GuptA-Valabhl year, - 111 well u the upired Saka 
year, which is undoubtedly the case. But it will not do to form a final 
opinion on the question ton hastily; and I have not had leisure a11 yet 
to think fully over one or two othPr points that must not be uegll'cted. 

(3) The era does not date from thi: commencement of the reign of 
any Early Gupta king, or from any historical event occurring in that 

1 To thOl!e reason• I might now,-if I wished to Jo.y any 1tre&1 on it, - add 
another, which was not available when I wrote. It is that, with the Kala
chnri ot" Chedi era, which belongs to that part of India from whioh have oome 
all the dates of the Early Gupta perion that include details that can be tested 
by calculation, the preference appears to have been for the Diie of onrrent yeal'll ; 
thos, out of the fourteen dates eumined by Prof. Kielhorn, in each of whioh 
the Y"e.r is not distinctly qualified either ILi current Ot' as e1:pired <- hi1 
"Epoch of the Kala.churi or ChUi Era," It1d. An.t. Vol. XVII. p. 215 tr.) eleven 
have been fonnd to be recorded in current years; two, in e:i:pired yee.r11; and 
one, in a year which is to, be under1tood as ezpired if the &nrt day of eaoh 
year wu dhAdrapada iulda 1, but aa onrrent if the 8.rat day of eRCh year ia 
taken as A§vina §uli:Ia 1, which may be done without in any way alfecting the 
l't'anlt, for the other dates. 
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family ; but it wu adopttd by the Early Gaptu from 1omee:1traneau1 

10urce. And, in the absence of definite proof, my opinion waa, and is, 
that it was borrowed from the Lichchhavis of Nepal ; and that in all 
likelihood it is in reality a Lichchhari era, dating either from a time 
when the republican or tribal constitution of the .Lichchharia 1'U abo. 
liahed in favour of a monarchy, or from the commencement of the reign 
of Jayo.den I., u the founder of a royal house in a branch of the tribe 
tbt had settled in Nepiil. 

When I finished my work, I by no means expected that I had doa 
with the neceSBity of writing on the subject ; if only because my lotro
daction contilin1 much matter that would have beea stated more con• 
cisely and correctly, and some that would have been omitted altogether; 
if I had known then as much Ill I learned afterwards a.bout the con• 
vereion of Hindu dates into their European equivalents. 

A1 yet, however, with the exception ohome remarks by Dr. Hoemle 
on my interpretation of the Uchchakalpa dates (see the JaJJ,r. Bmg • 
.A1. Soc. Vol. LVIII. Part I. p. 103 f. and Ind . .tlnt. Vol. XIX. p. 227 
f.), I have seen no criticisms on my work, calling for any furtheutate
ments by me to any useful purpose. 

It i1 true, indeed, Lhat there has appeared in this Journal, Vol. XVII. 
Part II. p. 80 ff., a pa.per by Dr. RRmkriahaa Gopal Bhandarkar,' 
entitled" the Epoch of.the Gurta Era," the object of wbich wu to 
controvert the conclusion arrived a.t by me as to the exact epoch of the 
era. That paper, however, contains but little genuine critioism, ifany 
at all.· It is essentially nething but a personal attack upon me; made 
because I referred incideata.Uy to a pointed mistake of his in connec
tion with the Saka era; and because, in respect of the exact epoch of the 
Gupta era, I finally, after full consideration, decided against a view, of 
which, though he merely adopted it, he seems to consider himself, not 
only an authoritative exponent, but the sole exponent. 3 Whttber the 
e1a.ct epoch of the Gupta era is A. D. 319-20, or A. D. 318-19, is a 

1 Dr. Bhandarke.r (loc. cit. p. 80, line 11 f.) has written of me, - "He is 
Also at i111ue with me as to the accurate Epoch of the Gupta Era.•• Bnt thia 
is quito a mistake. I have not been at issue with him, either on the minor 
point in question, or on the major point; for the simple reason eat, as he has 
never brought forward any now mnterial argum1mtll in aupport of the riew 
that he adopted, I have not lookocl upon him o.s an authority on the subject. -
I notioed what he had written on tbe ~on•Jr:\1. que::Lio:i, k•canl!f', in shewing tbs 
atate of oonfoei.,u inlo wbfoh it ho.d fa:Jen, it was mI .,hjeot t" brini; together 

10 
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point of comparatively very minor import1u1ce. What I JiJ was t•· 
prove, for the first timP, whRt had often been aBSerted but bad never 
been proved before; viz. that the Early Gupta dates run, not from A. D. 
77-78, 166-67, or 190-91, but from A.· D. 31!)-20; or let it be from 
A. D. 318-19, - to which I have no objeotion, - if proof of this is 
obtained. Of the leading point proved by me, thPre is, in what Dr. 
UhaodarkRr has written, plenty of assertion, but no proof at all. 

With the dislike that I have for westing my time over controversial 
writing, which, especially when it is of a personal nature, can seldom, 
if ever, serve a useful purpose, I should leave Dr. Bhnndarkar's atlnck 
on me unnoticed altogether; because anyone who hes a kno\'llfdge 
of the subject, can see for himself the weakness of all that he has 
written on the Gupta em. But he has made agninst me the charge of 
having treated him unfairly, a.nd of having miscl'toted him ; and this 
it is as well to refute. As it is, I have left the matter unnoticed· for 
perhaps an uodesirnbly long time. This, however, has been from causes 
beyond my control.• I have at lPngth been able to make leisure for 
dealing with him. And I now do so. 

Dr. Bhandarkar (lac. cit. p. 80) has charged me with treating him 
unfairly, through having made .. a pure misquotation" of him. 
That I have misquoted him, is not true ; as a simple reference to my 
words, where .I have qnoied 11ctn11l words of his, will shew. But he 
might possibly have beJ!n justified in saying that I carelessly mis
applied certain passages written by him, which I referred to. And I 

anything that could bo hold, Crom any point of viow, to be of interest in oon· 
nection with the disoussion. But I laid no special stress opon any of his mis
takes, except two; one whioh threatened to complicato the history of the Vala
bhl family, by introd11oing a name whioh has not been found in its records; ancl 
one, in conneotion with the Baka era, which was a poculiar mistake to be made 
by a Native of India who &BBumes to denl with chronological questions. It is 
this that has e1:oitod his wrath; though I shewed that he had gone astray in 
suoh good oompaoy u that of Dr. Burnell. 

• Dr. Bhandarkar'a artiole was oommunioated to the Socioty on the ht 
August, 1889. At that time I was in England. The Journal was not for· 
warded to me there. I had no knowledge of the existence of the 11.rlicle no
til some time in November, aftor my retum to India. And I did not see tho 
article it11elf, till the 26th DeceD1ber following. Since then, until quite re
cently, my loisure time has been too fully O!!Cupied with really in1portaot and 
pressing matter~, f!.lr me rn be able to pu! into writi11~ wh11.t I had to say 
about it. 
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will therefore shew that even such an ~rtion •• this could not be 
upheld. . 

Dr. Bhandarkar's special reference is to the latter part of note 2 on 
page 64 of my Introduction, which runs thus:-" A most curiow 
"confo1ion between current and expired years of the Saka era l'lllll 
"through his" [Dr. Bhaodarkar's] "remarks. Thus, though quite 
"rightly taking Saka-Sam vat 406 expired to be equivalent to A. D. 
"48'-85, with a difference of 78-79, he also, with the ume difference, 
"took, e. g., A. D. 511-12 as the equivalent of Saka-Samvat 433 car
" rent." On this, Dr. Dhandarkar says (Loe. cit. p. 80, line 19 ft'.)
" I did not ; and this a pure misquotation. I did not say that Saka
" Samvat 406 expired wos equivalent to A. D. 484-85 ; nor did I say 
"that Saka-Sam vat 433 current was equivalent to A. D. 511-12." 

To avoid mixing matters, I shall take first the first half of my 
second sentence given above. 

It is almost too absurd, to have to point out the verlml quibble 
through which Dr. Ilhandarkar charges me with having misquoted 
him. I did not say that he actually said that Saka-Samvat 406 
npired wu equinlent to A. D. 484-8b. I said that he took it as equiva
lent to A. D. 484-85. And he did so. His actual words (Early Hiatory 
of tke Deklcan, p. 99, line 12) are : - " Saka 406 corresponds to 484 
A. D.;" aud, iu the immediately preceding'sentence, he stamped it, 
quite correctly, as the ezpired year 406. Now, he knows perfectly well 
that, since, for purposes ofcomparison, it is always customo.ry·to treat 
the years A. D. as commencing with the l&t January, even for the 
period when that day was not actually the initial day of the year, 
Saka-Samvat 406 expired does not coineide with A. D. 484. ; i. e. that 
it did not begin and end with that year. And he has now explained 
that, every Saka year corresponding to parts of two Christian years,· 
"to avoid pedantry it is usual " [ with him ] "to give one of the two 
"years only, except when something important is involved;" and that 
in this instance he used A. D. 484, becau1c the given 
Hindu month is Ashidba, which " falls in the first of the two Christian 
" years to which a Saka year corresponds." He thus distinctly recog
nised. and quite correctly, that Saka-Samvat 406 expired corres
ponds to a part of A. D. 484, and a part of A. D. 485, And, in 
representing him as doing so, I have neither milquoted him, nor 
misapplied his meaning. In puaing, I, would here remark, that the 
mistakes into which Dr. Bh:andarksr fell, art proba!Jly due, in a 
7 
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ir;reAt measurr, to the very· fact of hi~ omilliillll to quote the two 
Christiao yrars, to parts of which a S11kA year corresponds. There i11 
no question of " pedantry" in the matter. It is 1imply a point of 
exactness and accuracy. It is pr11ctically as eaay to write, e.g., 
.. Saka-Sam vat &06 expired, or .\. D. 484-85," as it is to write "Saka

. Samvat 406 expired, or A. D. 484.'' And I know of no careful and 
reliable writer, who habitually neglects to indicate the two Christian 
yean. 

. . In connection with the latter part of my sentence given above, I shall 
have to quote fully certain p11uages by Dr. Bhand11.rkar, from whicb 
I gave only an ex.tract iu note 3 on pRge 141 of my Introduction. 
Ilere, again, a comparison of my note with his words will 1hew that, 
though on this occasion I quoted actual words of hi1, in no detail 
1'hatever did I misquote him. And here, again, he has intentionally 
charged me with "misquotation,'' simply becnuae the use of that 
term wonld"give a stronger colour to his attack upon Ille. 

For ready referl"nce, I give here my note in question. It is attached . 
to a pauage io which I was clearing away the general misunderstand
ing that, to turn current Saka years into years A. D., the additive 
quantity is 78-79, instead of '17-78. And it runs: - "Thus, even 
••Dr. R. G. Bhandarkar, - through whose •Note on the S11ka Dates 
"and the years of the BD.rhaspa.tya Cycle, occurring in the Inacrip
" tiona' (Early Hi&tory of t/&t Dekkan, p. 105 ff.) my attention was 
" first drawn to the desirability of examining the det11ils of the 
0 alman~cs, - has written (id. p. 99 ; the italics are his) '191 Gupta 
"pa1t + 242 = 433 Saka current + 78 = 511 A. D. c11r· 
••rent •• · ••••. , •••• 209 Gupta past + 242 = 451 Saka curr1nt 
" + 78 = 529 A. D. c11rr111t.' I myself had the ·same view, till not 
·"very long ago. Other writen could easily be sbewn to have lain 
"under tQe same n;aisconception. And Dr. Burnell even went 10 far u 

'' to ~1 (&n.t/t-Irulian Palalograpliy, p. 72, note) ' the rough equa
"tion for converting this era into the Christian 11Rte is, + 78!. The 
"beginning of the year being at the March equinox; if the Saka 
" otUa' (i. 1. ezpired) ·' year be mentioned, the equation i1 + 79t.' " 

Before proceeding further, however, I mUBt dispose of an incidental 
matter. 

Dr. Bhandarkar (loc. eie. p. 81, line 10 ft'.) hlls given prominence 
to my remark. that it was his note on the Saka Dates which first drew 
my aUentioa to the desirability of examining the details or the 
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•lmaoaca. And in doing so, he has said that I "muat hue seeo it 
" distinctly stated by (him) th~t the $ak& dates uaed b1 us in the 
" Bombay Presidency repreaent expired years and those oo the Kftdru 
"aide current year&, the latter being in advance of t~e former by. ooe 
" vellr ;" and that " under these circumstances it i1 impouible that 
"(he) 1hould think the addition of 79 to a current Saka year would 
" give us the Chriatian year containing the second pnrt of the Saka 
"year." But Dr. Bhandarkar is here aubet;ituting what he wishea to 
hne uodentood now, for the results tliat he demouatrated in the 
Note in question. And to clear the matter up, I must deal fully with 
the Note itaelf. 

The Note in question is Appendi1 B. to his Early Hiatorg of tl&t 
lJdkan, which wu published in 1884. The object of the Note was, 
to clear up certain difficulties connected with the Saka dates and the 
1miir1at1ara1 of the Si1ty-Year Cycle of Jupiter (according to the 
southern luui.solar system) coupled with them in inscriptioua. Dr. 
Bhand11rkar started by saying "thecurrent Saka year (A.D. 1883-84) 
•' io the Bombay Presidency is 1805, and the year of the sixty years• 
" cycle, Su61&4nu. 5 In the sonthern provinces and the Madraa 
"Presidency, the current Saki\ year is 1806, the cyclic year being 
"the same." And in these words he distinctly postulated an actual 
J.ilference of oue yenr in Lhe Saki\ reckonings of the two Presidencies; 
and the two English years quoted by him shewed that, to the equin
lent current Saka years, there was to be added 78-79 in Bombay, aod 
77-78 io MRdras, in order to obtain the same year A.D. He then 
propounded three questions for consideration :- (1) " Do the dates in 
" the inscriptions conform to the Bombay reckoning or the Madras 
"reckoning?;" (2) "What is the cause of this difference of a year?;" 
and (3) " Whether the Saka d11tes in the inscriptions represent the 
"number of years that /1ave ezpirerl before the e'fent recorded in them 
"or the current year in which the event took place?" The conclu
sions at which he arrirnu were (1) (loc. cit. p. 106, line 15 f.) that 
"the :Madras mode of reckoning was the one in use ;" (2) (p. 107, line 
7 ff.) that "the Bombay mode of reckoning, which is one year behind 
'' that prevalent in Madras, is, I believe, due to a mistake ;" aud (3) 
(p. 106, line 22 f.) the~, " though in the majority of cases the inftrip
" tions give the paat Saka year, there is a large number in which the 
'' current year is given and not the past." And here, 11gain, Dr. Bhan-

1 Here, and tlaroughoul. the ilu.Iics are Dr. Bliaudarkar's. 
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d11rhr distinctly differe11t•~ted the Bombay reckoning from the lladru 
reckoning ; and io the same manner u •t starting. 

With regard to the mistake through which the Bombay mode 
of reckoning had come, in his opinion, to be one year behind that 
prevalent in Madras, Dr. Bhandarkar explained (loc. cit. p 107, para. 
1) that it had originated in an omission of the word1 gat&!t.u, 'having 
elap11ed,' with the number of the Saka yrar, and praoarlamant,' being 
currrnt,' with the name of the cyclic year; 110 that, "in the course of 

·c. timr, the senae, to expreu which they were used, was also forgotten, 
.. and the number came to he reg11rdrd as denoting the current year." 
And a few lines further on he used the words, "we, on this side of the 
" country, ronsider 1805 as the current year now, though it indicates 
" the put yeu." Thesr words shew that Dr. Bbandarkar did recog
nise the fact, that the two reckonings were originally the ea me. But, u 
I have pointed out above, he most distinctly poatulated and established 
the subsequent e:1i1tence of a difference, not nominal but absolute, of 
oue yeu betJJeen them, and he gave to this difference an epigraphical 
existence of at lrast nine centuries. For, he was then considering 
a record which connect• the name or the Vikrita 1miar11it1ara with 
Saka-Samvat 911; according to the Tables which he was using, 
and which are quite correct on this point, 912 years had expired 
before the commencement of Vikpta; and hi11 Hplan11tion of the 
matter wu, that "this discrepancy" (eia. the uae of Saka-Samvat 
911 with Vikrita, instead of 912) " i1 io he explained by the supposi-

. " tion that Saka 912 which represented the ye11rs that had e:1pired 
• • came to be thought of H the current year, just as we, on this side of 
•• the country, conaider 1805 as the current year now, though it 
" indicltet the put year, and the writer of the in11eription wi11hing to 
"give the yean that had expired before his current year, pot tbelll 
.. 88 911." 

The matter i11 m11de, if possible, still more certain by the manner io 
whieh Dr. Bhandarkar interpreted the Tables that he wRs naing (see 
loe. cit. p. 105, para. 2). The Tables in qnl'l!tion are those whieb 
were published by Mr. Sewell in 1881, under the title o{ "Chroaologi
eal Tables for Southern India from the Si:rth Century A. D." Dr. 
Bhandarkar started by saying, quite oorrectly, that in theae Tabin 
Mr. Sewell had ginn in col. 1 the number of the Baka yearlt espirm 
before the beginning of the cyclic year entered on the 11ame liw in 
eol 3. But he went on to say, - "Mr. Sewell follows the Madru 
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'' reckouing. If we interpret the tables according to the Bombay 
" mode, the Saka year appearing in the &nt column will be the 
" current year corresponding to the cyclic y. in the Hme line in 
"the third column, while 1he number in the line immediately above 
" •ill represent the years that have e:1pired before the beginning 
" of that cyclic year. Thus against 1805, the current Saka year ou 
" this side of the country, we have in the third column the curreut 
•• cyclir year Su6UnM, while 1804 in the line above shews the number 
"of yrars that have e:1pired. By comparing the Saka dates and 
" cyclic years occurring in the inscriptiona with thoee in the tablea we 
" shall be able to determine the points raised above." The words 
" .Mr. Sewell follows &he .Mad?aa reckoning" are in a way correct. I 
have shewn in my "Note on the Epoch and Reckoning of the Saka 
Era" (Gupta lnacription1, lotrod., p. 137 ft'.), that in the Madras 
Preaidency there are two systems of reckoning ; one of expired years; 
which is absolutely identical with the Bombay system ; and o~e of 
current years, which is nominally one year in advance of the Bombay 
system. Mr. Sewell's Tables in question were prepared for the 
.Madras (and Bombay) system of expired years. Dr • .l:Shandarkar's 
mistakes, - or, if he prefers it, the mistakes which he led me to 
attribute to him, ~arose from his differentiating the Bombay ~ystem 
from t/&i1 Madre.s system, with which, as a matter of fact. it absolu
tely coincides. Aud it was this ruiatake that led him into saying 
that the :Madras mode of reckoning, &1 different from the Bombay 
mode, was the one used in the inscriptioDB. He arrived at this conclu
iion thus : -From my Pdli, Sa11&krit, and Old-Kanare1e Inacriptio111, 
he first took fifty-eight cases, in each of which the Saka year given 
in the inscription occurs, in Mr. Sewell's Tables, in the same line 
with the cyclic year connected with it in the inscription. And of 
these cases he said (loc. cit. p. 106, line II ft'.) that, if we suppose the 
Bombay rerkoning to have been in use, each of these dates would re
present the .current year. lie thPu took twenty-eight caaes, in each of 
which the Sake. year given iu the inscription occurs, in Mr. Sewell's 
Tables, in the line below that in which is given the cyclic year con
nected with it in the inscription. Here, his special in111.ance was 
P. S. and 0.-K. ln1cr1. No. 19, in which the Durmati 1aJilflal1ara 
is coupled with $aka-Sarhmt 1184. In Mr. Sewell'11 Tables, it ii 
given in the same line with $aka-84mvat 1183 ; and this ia quit 
oorrect, because it coinrided with Se.ka-Samvat 1183 e:1pired. 

'1 * 
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But, of this and the other twenty-seven inste.ncrs, Dr. Bhandarkar 
(loo. cit. p. 106, line 11 ff.) said that, if we •uppuac the Bombay 
reckoning to ha\'e been in use, the do.te in each of them would 
represent "the f11ture yt:ar and not the paat. But since it is almost 
"absurd lo suppose that the immediately next year should be stated 
" in the inscriptione, it follows that the Madras inode of reckoning 
"was the one in use." He thus, in the most emphatic terms, endorsed 
the aseumµtion that there was an ac.tual difference, and not merely 

. a nominal one, between the two reckonings ; and he establii:hed for it 
•n e.1istence of at least nine hundred years!' 

We can now estimate aright the value of Dr. Bhandarkar's state
ments, in his attack upon me, that I " must ha'"e seen it distinctly 
" etated by (him) that the Saka dates used by us in the Bombay 
" Presidency represent expired yeare and those on the l\ladrae side 
" current years, the latter being in advance. of the former by one 
year; " and that " under these circum11tances it is impossible that. 
" (be) ehould think the addition of 79 to a current Saka year would 
" give us the Christian year containing th.e second part of the Saka 
" year." From this he would wish it to be understood, that he had 
put the matter in snch a way as to shew that, in all parts of the 
country, the additive qnantity, to be applied to current Saka years. 
was 77 to obtain the Christian year for the first part of the Saka 
year, and 78 to obtain the Christian year for the second part of it. 
But this is moat distinctly not the case. He established, on the con
trary, most clearly, that 77 was to be added for l\fadraa current years, 
and 78 for Bombay current years. And this is why, until I came to 
look into the actual conversion of date!, J felt no surprise at finding 
that he had obtained the A. D. equivalents of Saka years by adding 
78-(79), sometimes to expired years (according to his Madre.a system), 
and some.times to current years (according to his Bomba.y system) ; 

• Kr. Sewell has since edited, in 1889, another set of Tables, ontitled 
"Booth-Indian Chronological Tables," which were prepared by the late W. B. 
Kriah11811vami Naida. These Tables really do folfow that Madras system whioh 
is capable or being distinguished from the system of Bombay and the res' 
'Of India; vi•. the Madl'Bll system of current years. Tho&, e.g., they shew 
SvabhAnu (i. e. SubhAnu) in the same line with ~ak:a-Bamvat 1806 and 
Kaliynga-Samvat 498S, both currnot. In hi& own Tables, on the contrary, -
1·i•. in those used by Dr. Bha11da1kar, - 8ubhAnu is entered in the same line 
with Saka-Sariivat 18015 and Kaliyoia-Samvat 4984, bot.h e:rpired. 
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and why I ultimately came to e:1amine a variety of Native almanacs. 
ia the hope of findi111 oat 10m~. tangible e:m:planation for the difl'erence 
that he bad proved. If Dr. Bhsnda.rkar had adopted the aame coane, 
he ~oald probably have recast hit Note very materially. In my eu.!Di
nation of the almanacs, I found, almost at once, that there ia in reality 
no such radical difference at all, as that which he had establiahed ; and 
that the Bombay and Madras reckonings are still absolutely identical, 
the only distinction being that, in Bombay the expired year ia always 
quoted, without being alway11 defined as the e:m:pired year, while in 
Jrladraa the same expired year ia used in aome parts. and in others the 
equivalent current year. . . 

We are now in a po1ition to conaider the caeee in which, I said, Dr. 
Bbandarkaractuallydidadd 78-79. to current Saka yean, in connection 
with the Gupta era, in order to arrive at the corresponding current 
yeara A. D. Hitherto I have been compelled to be somewhat prolix, 
becau1e of the di1iogennous manner in which he hae atated hie denial. 
But the reef of the matter can be diapoaed of more briefly. 

I mu1t, however, here quote. in full, the paaaage in respect of which 
Dr. Bhandarkar bu aeaerted that I mi1quoted him in this connection. 
U stands in his "Note on the Gupta Era," Appendix A. to his Early 
Hi1tory of tAll Dekllan. It refers to the dates in the grants of the 
Parivrijaka MalidrCja1, which mention certain years of the Twelve
y ear Cycle of J apiter. And it ruDI thllB (loo. cit. p: 99, paras. 
2, 3) :- " Then as to the datea in yeara of the 12-year cycle, General 
" Cunningham himself baa placed before us the meana of verifying 
"them. In the tablea published by him in Volume X. ofthe Archeo
" logical Reports, the cyclic year corresponding to the ourrtmt 
"Christian year ia given, and if we substract 78 from the number 
"repreeenting the year, we shall arrive at the current Saka year.' 
"Now, if we take the Gupta figured dates to represent the year11 that 
''had elapsed before the cyclic year commenced, (and this way of 
"marking the de.tea is, as remarked abo've, the one we usually find). 
••then 173 Gupta, the third date in the above, corresponds to 414 
"Salm pait and 415 ourrent, 241 being adtfe'd in the first case, and 
"242 in the aecond. 1f we add 78 to 415 we shall get the current 
" Christian year, which is 493. Now in General Cunningham's 
" tables we do find the year MaMinJayuja given ae corresponding 

7 Here again, the italica are Dr. Bhandarkar'1 ; a11 throoghoot. 
11 
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"to 493 A. D. In the same way, 191 Gupta. '[>611 + 242 = 433 
" $aka. current + 78 = 511 A. D. Cllrrtnt. In the tables we find 
" 511 put down under Ma/ari.claaitra. Similarly 209 Gupta pad 
" + 242 = 451 Saka current + 78 = 529 A. D. current which 
"was Malit1811ayuja. Now, as to the first of the date11 in the 12-year 
"cycle, 156 Gupta + 242 + 78 is equal to 476 A. D., which 
" however is Mahacbaitra instead of Me.hi,·aisAkha. Here there 
"i11 a discl't'pancy of one year; but such diacrepaaciea do sometimes 
" occur even in Saka dates and the years of the 60-years cycle 
" ginn along with them, and some of them will be noticed in 
'' the note forming the next Appendi1. They are probably due 
" to the fact that the frequent use of the past or expired year 
" and also of the current year led sometimes the pall year to be 
" mistaken for the curre•/ yrar, just as we now mistake the year 
" 1805 Saka for the current year, though it really is the completed 
"orpastyear. Thus the completed year 157 moat, in the case before 
" us, have come to be mistaken by the writer of the inscription for the 
,. current year, and he thought 156 to be the past year and thus gave 
'"that instead of 157. Now 157 Gupt'a + 242 + 78 = 477 A. D., 
" which is Mr1M11ai8cfkAa according to the tables." 

Now, even without the specific conclusions establi1hed by Dr. 
Bhandarkar in his Note on the Saka De.tea, &c., if plain language, 
even thongh not intensified by italics, j1 to be interpreted according 
to its plain meaning, the above pasmge, -coupled with Dr. Bhandar-

. kar's habit (see all through his Early Hillary) of quoting with a Salta 
year that year A. D. w,hich corresponds to the first and larger part 
of the Saka year; and with the fact that he applied precisely the same 
aubtractive or additive quantity in ea.ch of the four instances, in spite 
of the point that in three of them the given month is one of the first 
nine months of a $ab year, whereas in the fourth it is one of the last 
three months, - can mean nothing but that, in order to present io 
comparison the current Saka and Christian years, he deducted 78 from 
the first of the two Chriatian years, to arrive at the first and principat 
pa.rt of the Saka year; and nee "eraa, that, to turn the first part of 
a current $aka year into its current Christian equivalent, he would,· in 
these cases at any rate, add 78; and consequently, that, to arrive at 
the full Christian equivalent of an entire rurrent Saka year, he would, 
in these cases at any rate, add 78-79, just as I represented him as 
doing. And that is why I said nplicitly that " he took, e. g., A. D. 
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&11-12 a.t1 the equivalent of Saka-Samvat 433 current;" and treated 
him as doi111t precisely the mme with the other three datl'8. 

Be now mys, however, that, in doing so, I miaquoted him, and 
WB8 not fair to him. He nplains (lo~. cil. P· eo, line 4 tr: from the 
bottom) that in each of his equations he gave that one of the two 
Chl'istian yran with which he was concerned; that Saka-Samvat 433 
current corresponds to & part of A. D. 51() and a part of A. D. 511 ; 
(p. 81, line S ff.) tha& in this instance he gave A. D. 511, becauae 
the "1omething important" which wae involved, was the Mahii-Chaitra 
111tiat:al1nra, and because he found it in· General Sir Alexander 
Cunningham's Tables opposite A. D. 511, and not oppo1ite A. D. 
510; and that I had no rf'Uon whatever to take his A. D. 511 as 
A. D. 511-12, but that, wanting to state the two yean to "°hich the 
Saka year corresponds, I ought to have taken it as A. D. 510-Il. 
And he applies the sarne ellplanation in genE'ral terms to the uther 
1•qnations given by him; adding expli:itly in respect of one of them, 
that I ought to have taken his A. D. 52t as meaning A. D. 528-21>, 
and not a• Dlraniog A. D. 529-30. Fortunately, the SE'ttlement of the 
question between 1111 does not merely dPpend upon the interpretation 
of langnagl', howner plain ; but is determined by absolute factP. 

Dr. Bh&ndarkar'1 treatment of all the /eur date• in question was 
uniform and identical ; except, of coorsE', that, to s•it his views, he 
had to adopt Gen. Sir Alexander Cunningham's opinion that, in one 
of them, the y"ear 163 Was a mis&ale _for I 73; and e:icept that, ill respect 
of another of them, he had to introduce an emendation of his own, and 
to assume that the year 156 naa mistale for 157. Also, each of the 
equations P,iven by him, more or less fully, is to be analysed in prPcisely 
the aa.me manner and with precisely the same results. It is sufficient, 
therrfore, to e~amiae itJ. run OhP or his equations. And I select that 
which he gave in the most complete and explicit terms. 

The foll details of the d&te io question are (Gupta lnscriptitlru, In-
~ 

trod. p. II 7) : - The Gupta year 209, coupled with the MahA-Aemyuja 
..W111al11Jr• ; tbe month Chaitra ; the bright fortni~ht; and the 
thirteenth litlai or lunar day. Dr. Bhandarkar turned to Gen. 
Sir Alexandel' Cunningham's Tablt', and found :Mal1A-As'"ayuja entered 
for A. D. 529. And to agree with 1his entry, he gave the rqu1-
tion: - '' 209 Gupta pa1t + 242 = 451 Saka c11rrenl + 78 = 529 
A. D. eurrent which was !tlaA1ist•ay/11ja."8 From this I intrrpreleil 

~ h iB to be r11mernbered that the italics 11re Dr. BbaDdarkar's all through. 
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him u meaning that Saka-Samvat 4.51 cunent iB equivalent to 
A. D. 529-30. He mys that I waa unfair and misquoted him ; aud 
that I ought to have repreaented him as meaning that Saka-Samvat 
cunent 451 ia equivalent to A. D. 528-29. Let ua, therefore, take it 
aa 'equivalent to A. D. 528-29; as of course it ia, if treated properly. 
Then, the whole of the current Saka year at which he arrived as 
the equivalent of the given Gupta year, ran its course and expired 
on the day before the day on which commenced the Maha-Asvayuja 
aamV11t1ara with which he sought to make it coincide ! I ! There i1 
no poasibility of any mistake on this point. Gen. Sir Alexander Cun
ningham gave the 1a1in1at1ara1 according to the northern )uni-solar 
system ; by which they commence and end with the Sa.Ira. years, and 
absolutely coincide with those yea.rs. He also gave the year A. D. 
in which any particular 1a1iivat1ara (11nd, with it, the coincident 
Saka year) commenced. And Saka-Samvat 451 current, as a luni
aolAr year, commenced with the 8th March, A. D. 528, and ended 
with the 24th February, A. D. 529 ; while the Mahil-A&vayuja 
1a1hvat1ara began with the 25th February, A. D. 529, and ended 
with the 15th March, A. D. 530 H ! 0 

As I have said, it is unnecesaa7 to go fully through the other three 
dates ; because in each case the treatment and the results are exactly 
aimila.r. But, to exhibit the whole matter at a glance, I will give 
the equations as they would stand, if Dr. Bha.ndarkar had formulated 
each of them in the same precise manner. Io doing ao, I add 11Jhat 
he now says are to be taken as the real intended equivalents of his cur
rent Saka years ; the full equivalents of the 1aiAtlat1ara1; and the 

o I take thcae dates from Gen. Sir Alexander Cunningham's Bool: of Indiaa 
Eras, p. 154. They may be o.beolutely correct; or t'hey may have to be varied 
by one day or two on either side. Thie point, however, ie perfectly immaterial 
for preaent purposes. - I may add that, from A.D. 470 to 630, the ye&J'll A.D., 
and the samratsaras, given in Indian Er1JJ1, agree with the entries in the Table 
nsed by Dr. Bhandarkar. They probably agree throughout; bot I have made 
the comparison for only the period with which we are CODOllmed. - I have 
taken the Saka years above, as lnni-eolar years. If they are taken as solar 
years, - which is the CO.BB in the processes exhibited by aen. Bir AleI&Dder 
Conning ham for the calcnlation of the samratsaras, - the oomparative result& 
are precisely the same; simply, the days on which the &ka year and the 
coincident rn1iiral<;ara bei;an and ended, are then determined by the .M•eha· 
SamkrAeli. 
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months that are concemed. This last item requires to be noted, for 
the reason that I have given above. We have, tben:-

157 Gupta paal + 242 = 399 Saka curreat + 78 ,= 477 A. D. 
currt!fll [i. e., Dr. Bbandarkar now says, A. D. 476-77] 
= MahA-Ve.iBAkha [which, however, in reality WlMI 

A. D. 477-78. Here, the given month is KArttika.] 
173 Gupta pall + 242 = 415 Saka current + 78 = 493 A. D. 

CMrrent [i.e., Dr. Bhandarkar now says, A. D. 492-93] 
= MahA-Aevayuja [which, however, in reality waa 
A. D. 493-94. Here, the given month is Che.itra.] 

191 Gupta put+ 242 = 433 Saka c1merit + 78 = 511 A. D. 
current [i.e., Dr. Bhandarkar now says, A. D. 510-11] 
= MabA-Chaitra [which, however, in reality we.a 
A. D. 511-12. Here, the given month is Magha.] 

209 Gupta pad+ 2'2 = 451 Saka ourrmt + 78 = 529 A. D. 
eu"ent [i.e., Dr. Bhandarkar now mys, A. D. 528-29] 
= MabA-Asvayuja [which, however, in reality wu · 
A. D. 529-30. Here, the given month is Chaitra.] 

The matter thus lies in a nutshell. Either Dr. Bhandarkar did in 
these cases add 78-79 to current Saka years, in order to arrive at the 
full equivalents A. D., in doing which no special fault wwi then invol
ved ; or else be committed a really gross mistake, and based his views 
upon equations which were radically wrong and misleading. That, of 
these two things, he did the former, was my belief when I wrote; 
and I still consider that it WBB impossible for me to arrive at any other 
conclusion. , If, in reality, I was wrong in that belief, the fault lies 
with Dr. Bbandarkar himself, and is in the manner in which his Note 
on the Saka Dates, and bis treatment of the Gupta dates, are e1prt>ssed. 
If the second of tht> two alternatives stated above, is now to be 
understood to he the true state of the case, - as perhaps Dr. Bhan
darkar himself wishes to indicate by his remark (loc. cit. p. 93, line 
21 ff.) that " (he) forgot that the Christian years in General Cunning
.. ham's tables were arrived at by uniformly adding 78 to an expired 
" Saka year, while (be himself) added 79 because it suited the pnr
" pose,"10 

- then I have no hesitation in ad:nitting that I did misinter-

10 'l'hi1, however, doea not do anything towards rectifying the miatake, 
Even if 79 ia added, for the end of the ellpired substituted for the current Saka 
year, the results are jwit the same in each case; the necel1Mf1 year A. D. ia 
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pret his meaning ; unintentionally, and simply throngh noderata.nding 
bis language in its ordinary and ~videot sense, and through not going 
out of the way to attribute to him a mistake, the nature of which is 
such M to make the commission of it seem almost impossible. In the 
latter event, the result exhibits, more plainly than I could do ifl wrote 
a volume on the subject, the general s~ndard oC hie treatment of the 
Gupta era and its epoch. 

Here I leave the matter ; adding only a few words to illustrate the 
spirit in which Dr. Bhandarkar wrote his attack upon me; f1U. with 
the desire to find fault somehow or other, no matter on what unsub
stantial grounds. 

For the purpose of determining the epoch of the era, none of the 
Oupta dates are of greater interest and importance than those in the 
Parivrajaka p;ranta. And they are proved by the heliacal-rising system 
of the Twelve-Year Cycle of J opi•.er, by which each 1a1a.,,.11aro begins 
about four hundred days alter the preceding one. Dr. BhandarkRr 
wound up the text of his article by saying in respect of this system 
(Zoe. cit. p. 93, line 5 fl'. from the bottom),-" though it agrees with 
" the four inscriptions and gives the correct 1a1i1f11Jt1araa, ·still it is a 
" question whether an astronomical year of 400 days that did not 
" correspond with the usual luni-aolllr year could have been used for 
" the purposes of recording dates by ordinary people." A more 
senseless, and a more wantonly mischievoos remark than this, it is 
imposaible to imagine. In the first place, the mean-sign system of 
the Sixty-Year Cycle, by which the 1mi&f1t1l1t1r1U do not coincide 
with the luni-aolar yeara, is still in use (see the Gwalior almanac, 
Guptt1 Iucriptioru, Introduction, p. 139) ; and also a rising 
system of some kind or another of the Twelve-Year Cycle is 
apparently still followed (see id. p. 173, note 1). Moreover, what 
Hindu, wi&hing to include in a date even a 1a1ilf111t1ara that does 
coincide with a luni-solar year, pauses to re8ect that it may consist of 
only 354 days, or that it ma.y run to 384 on account of the occurrence 
of an intercalated month ? ; just as, what Englishman, e1.cept on a 
particular day once in four years, pauses to inquire whether bis year 
consists of 365 da.ys or of 366? The Hindu now finds the 1t11i1vataara 

nomiually a.rrived at ; but in reality the period arrived by the Baka year still 
falls one year before the period covered by the •GriwatBa.nl.; and the equation 
ia 1till, in suboolboy language, fudged, in order" to snit his purpose" in arfrv· 
fog at'' the somet-hiug impu.-ta.ut with which he Wllll llOJlcerned.'' 
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in the alm1mac that he con1ult1 ; and there ia an end of th!! matter, 
u far aa that point ia concerned. Or in former timea, before the 
general circulation of almanaca, he bad the details calcolated for him 
·bv an astrologer ; and neither would he wish to question them, nor 
,;onld he be in a position to do ao. And in the second place, aa I 
have aaid, the dates in question are prond by the heliacal-riaing 
system ; and, moreover, without taking any liberties with the texts of 
the pusages that record them. Under the BBme conditiona, neither 
will the heliacal-riaing 1ystem prove llDJ other epoch that bu been 
proposed ; nor will the mean-aigo aystem, or its offshoot, the northern 
luni-aolar 1y1tem, prove either any such other epoch, or the epoch of 
A. D. 318-19 or 319-20 itself. And, under these circnmstancea there 
is only one rational conclusion ; .U. that the beliacal-rising system is 
the one in accordance with which thrse dates were given, and conee
qnently, that it was in actual use at that time. 
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ART. ' VIII.-Dluzrmakfrti mul Sa1i1karachdrya. By K. B. 
PATe...u:, B.A., DEKKAN CoLLEGB, Poon .• 

IN the XIth Volume of the Indian Antiquary, p. 174, I contributed 
a paper on the dau of Samkaricharya, containing edracts from a. 
manuscript in which Sake. 710 or A. D. 788 is given as the date of 
the philosopher'• birth. Thia date was accepted aa correct by Prof. 
Me.x lliiller. 1 This view, however, was dissl'nted from by Mr. K. T. 
Telang in a. paper which e.ppeo.red in the Xlllth Volume of the same 
Journal, p. 96. I believe he e.lao read several dissertations on the ae.me 
snbject before this Society, in none of which he seem• to have improved 
his position. The gilt ot his arguments is contained in his first pa.per. 
He proposes to asaign Se.mkarAcharya to the sixth century. I will 
reserve the con~idere.tion of his e.rgumenta for another occasion. He 
a.ska, on what historical grounds is the testimony of such a work e.s the 
Keralotpatti, which gives 400 A. D. aa the date uf Se.mke.rachiirya's 
birth, to be rejecttd? To this question the subject of the present 
paper furnishes the best answer which it is possible t? conceive. In 
the XIV th Volume of the Indian ~ntiquary, p. 6.j, while reviewing one 
of Qr. Bhe.nde.rkar's reports on Sanskrit MSS., Dr. Biihler says, ''it is iu
e.dviaable to e.sae.il Samke.re.'s date." Bat this piece of advice, coming 
from so high e.n authority, has he.d no effect. Again in the XVIth 
Volume of the Indian Antiquary, p. 41, Mr. Fleet ae.ys that Samkaril
chiirya must have been contemporary with king Vrisha.dava of Nepa~, 
to whom Dr. Bhagva.nlal assigned A. D. 260. This date Mr. Fleet 
thinks too early, and ae.ys that, according to his rectification of the 

·Nepal ''amsavali, the date of king Vriahadera may be brought 
Jown to A. D. 630-655 and then the Nepal tradition, which re
presents Sa.mkarachai.rya to he.ve been contemporary with this king, 
may be relied upon. In a paper manuscript of the MAlati-Miidhe.vr., 
there occurs an entry in the colophons of two of the ten acts, describing 
Bhavabhll.ti as the pupil of Knmiirilasvami. On this anonymous entry 
Mr. S. P. Pandit is content to rest his conclusions e.s to the age of 
Kumii.rila. and Se.mk1m1charya, and disputes the accuracy of the state
ment ma.de by Mr. Colebrooke that Samke.lichi1rya iudirectly alludes 
to Kumarila. In the introduction to his edition of the Ga.ddavaho 
Mr. Pandit says, 11 ransacking all the known works of Samkaricharya. 

1 India, what can it teach us ? p. 860. 
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(the SArirakabhiahya, the Bhishya on the ten Upanishads, and the 
Gttlbh8ahya ), I have faih1d to find any passages contaiuing any refer
ence to Komirilabha~ta per11onally or to his works." It is clear, how
ever, that a person, who studied the Briha~iraq.yakabhishya' by the 
light of Sure8vara's comruentary, weuld never fall into such an absurd 
error, as the Bribadiraq.yakavartika frequently contrasts the peculiar 
views of Kumi.rila with those of Prabhakara; and Samkarichlirya 
himself distinctly refers to Kumarila in the Upades&Sahasri.8 

The troth is that the works of Samkariich11rya have not been studied 
with that amount of ca.re which the nature of the subject demands. The 
earlieat commentaries, those of Sure&varachi.rya and Vachu.spatimiilra, 
are rarely consulted. Sures\·arachRrya was lhe most distinguished 
dilciple and contemporary of So.rhkarachiirya; and, after Snresvara, 
Vichupatimisra is the best expoot-nt of Su.mkarachiirya's views. 

lo the SamkhyatatvakRumudl Viichaspatimiira quotes the R11ja
virtib. This is said by Sribhilrati, • pupil of Bodhliral}Yayu.ti, to be 
the Bhoja-rajavi.rtika or tht> vartika of Bhojo.rnjn. (A. i>. 993). And 
the earliest commentary on Vach11spati's Bhiimati wH compo"d in 
the reign of the Yi.dava king, Krishr;iariija. In the introduction to 
tht> Kalpataru Amalaoanda tells us that he " commenced this work 
when King Krishr;ia. son of the prosperous Jaityadeva, _who raises! the 
Y idava Dynasty to eminence by his fame, wa.ct associated with Mahii
dev11 in governing the country.'' I have published an inscription of 
thi1 king, dated in Saka 1170, in the XIVth Vol. of the Indian Anti .. 
quary, p. 68. He reigned between 1247-1260 A. D. 0 

We also know that Vachaspatimisra preceded Udayanachirya. as 
the latter baa written a commentary called Tatparyaparisuddhi on 
one of Vichaspatimmra's works. A valm-lellf manuscript of this 
commentary is dated in Samnt 1304 or A. D. 1248.• And as it is 
a fact that Buddhism was all bot extinct in India. in the 13th century' 
and u we leam from Udayana himself that this religion still 
prevailed in his time, when he attacks• it on the ground that it admitted 

• BrihadArai;iyabvArtika, Chapter VI. Anand!erama MS p. 2211 a. 
9 Upadeiasa.hurt, versoa 139, HO. 
• Commentary on the SArilkhyata.tvakaumudi, Beu:i.rea Edition. 
1 Barly History of the Dekkan, pp. 86, 87. 
• No. 28 of 1880-81, Dekkan CollegP. Collection. 
' Monier Williama' Buddhism, p. 170. 
1 The A.tmat.atvavil·tka, Calcutta Edi I ion, !' U3 I owe ! hi:i reference to 

Dr. Bhandarbr. 

12 
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within its pale men of the lowest cute, it is plain that he mu1t 
have composed his commentai:y in the 12th century. We 1hall 
therefore not be far wrong if we place Vachaspatimiira himself, who 
preceded Uday~nachirya, in the 11th century. 

It is well known that in elucidating that portion of the Siriraka
bhii.shya in which SamkarAchArya deals with the Yogichara School of 
Buddhism, the author of the Bhiimati frequently quotes Dbarmalttrti. 
This circumstance 11uggests an inference thnt it is the ilh111triou1 
Buddhist philosopher whose views Samkarichiirya refntr.a in his great 
work. This inference is confirmed by a long and interesting pasa1ge 
which I have disco\"ered in the "Brihadara.i;iyakaviirtika and in which 
Suresvarachary11, the disciple and conte1nporary of &mkarichirya, 
actually names and attacks Dharmakirti. 

Let us inquire what we know about this illustrious Buddhist a.uthor 
from Chinese and Thibetan sources. The Chinese pilgrim 1-tsing,• who 
visiterl this country in the latter part of the 7th century, published an 
account of his travels on his return to China in A. D. 695. Thie in
teresting work h118 come down to us. A French tranalation10 of part. 
of this work has lately appe:lred in the Journal Aaiatique for November
Dece"mber 1868, according to which 1-taing speaks of Dharmakirti as 
his contemporary. And as l·tsing died in A. D. 703 it is clear that 
Dharmakirti cuuld have only douriahed in t1-e first half of the 7th 
ce"ntury. 

'l'Aranitha. the Buddhist writer of Thihet, Hys that Dharmakirti li•ed 
in the time of th" Thibetan king Stron-tsan-Gampo, who was born in 
617 A. D. and reigne"d from 6:!9-698. Abuut this date there can be 
no doubt, 11 for the king married a Chinese princess whose dale is 
ce"rtain. We have thus seen that Chinese and Thibetan writers are 
un1lllimous in aHigning Dharmakirti to the 7th ct"ntury. 

The same result is obtained from a study of the Digambara LiterA
ture of the Sth century ; And, what invest:1 this evidence with epecia• 
interest in our eyes, is the' fact that the peculiar views which the 
Digambara Jaina writers attribute to Dharmaklrti are precisely thoae 
that are criticised by Kumririlabhatta, Sru:ilkariicharya and Sur
e"svarilchiiryR. But this p\·ide"nce is too Jong to discl158 here 

' India, ... Ital <"1\11 It teach us ? r 210 
1n Ind. Antiqmuy. Vol. XIX. p. 31~ 
11 Bnrnell. !'reface to the ~amilnrlhima BrAhmal'}a. 
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anl will form the subject of a separate ·paper. The position of 
Dharmaktrti in Sanskrit Literatue is at once unique and interesting. 
Dis works a.re frequently quoted and we she.II not be at all surprised , 
if hereafter some of those works a.re discovered in the original Samkrit 
or translations in the Buddhist temples of Thibet. 

The passage, in which Surelva.richirya e.ttackathe trilaksb&91' hetu 
or the threefold reason of Dharmakirti, is very long u well u inte
re11ting. I she.II oniy quote a few lines of it and translate them into 
English. Burehara's wiew is that the mere lltatemeot of the propo1i-

- tion that a mountain has fire because it bu smoke, i1 enough to con
vey a delinite meaning, but if ~n individual feels doubts, they are 
removed by po&itive e.nd negative judgments such u "wherever there 
is smoke, there is fire" e.nd " where"er there ia no fire, there is no 
smoke." On the other be.nd, Dhe.rmakirti holds that BUcb judgments 
are entirely useless and that e.n iuve.riable concomitance is fo_und ia 
three cues only, namely, identity, causation and non-perception, which 
constitute the threefold reason of the B11ddhiats. Surelve.rach&rye. 
concedes tbe.t positive and negative judgments are not e111ential to 
eate.bliah the truth of e. proposition, but be bu attempted in the 
following venes to e1pose the absurdity iD\'Olved in the 1Upposition o( 

Dba..-.ktrti's threefold reuon. 

• 

~ If!( lfA "'6~~ I 
..... ijiq~ ... , ~ ;w' ~: It 

~-·· .... '"~~· Miii:Jfill8M'•it11tnm1' "'!'l<fic<i u 
~ .. f~"l'iiif ~ ~ 'r1( I 

~~~"" 
~'il'll4MiitffR t41 '41 COllEilrfitflHffll' I 

t~s'q'lftirr•1"1'""• """~ 11 
~~V fit.\fRtfltill•il'41fit ~I 
1"1ftni'l111fttiit""i FT mt11"lt4'.t11 11 
lftt~~~ '1'Js"ir~q~Nl'f I 
~'lm'l'fit "f~~l"'I r~nr if ft II 
Anm,w~~· 
41f14tfi if ~ ~' ~'" v'it' 11 
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~~N'1n~~ ll"f~ I 
~q~~IRIJll 

ffl): ~i("iif'IE<i ~~ ~ I 

~~ f.fi1Qti!it'4 ~II 

If~~: 4'1J4?.t~il ~I 
*~~w~~~'IWW11 

~~~· 
~~ft~~ ~~·~\iicRf~"I: II 

~qcqfil ... i'N ~ ltflrw: I 
~ ~~ ~ift.!.UfPl ... 1f("1 II 

~ t"!IAiii .. lqlAft'I ™*'"'"'' I 

llffltill~ srfrtit ft-"r.Jl Of ~V'I(: II 

~ ~tqtil fi!Rft: I 

~Pl '1i(fii ~: f~ 'f'f:qt II 

~..-r~qq~I 

BrihRilare.;:iyako.,.artika, Chapter VI., p. 39. Dekk111 College MS. 
No. 463of1882-83. 

TRANSLATION. 

When knowledge is gained, doubts in regard to its accuncy are 
remove1l by positive and negative judgments whicli however do not 
produce knowledge. Doubts being thus removed, the three principles, 
peculiu m\ture, causRl relation, and non-percPption, which are men
tioned in addition, do not form part of the inferential process and are 
therefore as useless as though one were to beat ch11fT. It may be 
objected that these three are mentioned with a view to prove the 
constant attendRnce of the major term. The Bauddhas alao aSBert 
that the constant attendance of the major term is found only in the 
three cases mentioned. If peculiar mature is included in the constant 
attendance of the major term, then heat may be regarded as the cha
rar.teriatic of fire. If peculiar nature includes the constant attendance 
of the major term, then causRI relation may be identical •ith peculiar 
n'l.ture. Heat is observed to be the quality, of fire; it is also found 
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ellewbere 11 in the sun. Perceptibility to the touch is the quality of 
the earth, water, fire and wind. If that which is inherent in many 
things cannot be peculiar to any one of them, then a Bimsapi and a 
Dhava being-trees. the being a tree cannot be predicated of the former 
only, because the attribute of a $imaapi is innriably found together 
with that of a tree. lo that case momeotari11e11 cannot be nid to be 
the peculiar nature of things. It ceaaea to- be a reaaou u it is four.d 
in many things. Momentariueu can be a characteri1tic only when it 
belongs to one thing ; when it belongs to more things, it becomee the 
commora property of them all. Smoke is observed to be tne effect not 
only of fire but also of the smoke of the previous moment ; therefore 
the effect is not inuriably preceded by the same cause in this instance. 
If' indeed perceptibility to the tour.h is always inherent in the wind and 
other thing•, thi~ mnch will not justify in practical life the conclusion 
that the earth is not perceived by the sense of touch as it is very no
torious in this world that the earth is capable of being touched. More· 
over, a person, who bases his argument of peculiar nRture on invariable 
concomitance, will find that his conclusion does not oeceSBarily follow 
from peculiar nature alone. Thus the position of Dharmaktrti that 
the constant attendance of the major term is found in the three cases 
only falls to the ground without doubt. 

In-this portion of his work, from which the above eitract is taken, 
Sure8nr baa attempted to prove the e1istence of the soul, which was 
vehemently denied by the Buddhists whose religion dominated not 
only in India but in the whole East. He has presented an inte
resting su"ey of Buddhism, RB it prevailed in his days, of the four 
1chools into which it had become split up-the Miidhyamika, thP 
Yogachara, the Sautraotika and the Vaibhashika, which have beeo 
adverted to by SamkarachArya himself. In point of fact this part of 
the BphRdiiral}.yakavartika mlly serve as a commentary on the corre
sponding portion of the SarirakabhRshya. Regarded in this light, it 
is invaluable as it comes from the pen, of one who was a cootempor11ry 
of Samkarachary•, and whose genius hai abed an undying light on the 
literature of his period. .This review of Buddhism is finely wound up 
by a long pll88age, part of which baa been already qnoted, and in 
which the individual views of DharmRktrti are criticised in most cour
teous terms. Aoaodajnana the commentator on the Brihadaral}yaka
virtika has aoquitted himself of his task most creditably, as he 
frequently gives ·illustrativt' citations from the works of Dharmakirti 
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whom be 1lway1 calla Kfrti. It may be worth mentioning here thllt 
the Buddbiet philOIOpher ii also referred to u Kirti by the Digambara 
Jaioa author Vidyinanda iu the Patrapariklbi. In the following 
p111age Aoaodajii.Ana tells us that hil author Actually. quotea Dharma
kirti.11 

~ tii'l'll'llE'fii+i ..... itlii'it•*'I: II 

• i!ll"tifi'llt4* iiliiiii,41Mifrt I 

111' ~ ~ QF.( iCii"'iri~ct't II 

~ft !'I"'"" ftm•ff~nt!f.iPr: 1 

iilllijtil41~~R'J«!ffu ~II 

On thi1 AnandajiiAoa'a glou runs thus :-

~ ~ ~*'""''A ... 1il.aRti = "'""''"'"''"~ liln=-ttte.i ;w- .tr.&u:ahr
~ ii!liNJ41'11 ~ill' QR~~ ~ «llt'ii~•tr 

e<""'*tllcflftl ""°"' ~ 11J4'~'tflttftfti V..: I 

Here the lut verse beginning with ~ ia in the opinion of 
Anandajoina a quotation from Dharmaktrti; and, since the verses im
mediately preceding it faithfully reproduce the ideu and the expreSBiona 
in the BrihadatlJ}y1.kabbi1hya, it may be conjectured that Samkari
ch&rya himaelf refen to the Buddhist philoaopher. But this ia hardly 
open to question, especially when we find the verse of Dharmakirt.i 
actually quoted in the Upadesa-sahurt where Samkariicbirya makea 
the Vijn&oavadi Dauddha say 11 

~: ~'1i""t'4ii'l'll'"'1fr q I 

~ '1titEi'ICilllj~"LfW\'f ;w": II 

~Wl(il ft .f'l'lffifi ~q11fftttt'tV~: I 
liillijitflilEififfil1•'11f.\'i ~ II 

Here the second verae ia of course that of Dbarmakirti. It reads 
ff~: instead of~:; the "latter, however, is tht' reading found 
in all the manuscripts of the Brihndiiraq.yakavartika that I have 
namined. It i1 worth noting, bowe ver, that this difference of reeding 
in no away affects the sense of the verse or the interesling hiatorical 

u Bribad&ra~y-uadrtika, Chapter VL, p. 28a, Dekk&n College MS. 
No. W of 1882-88, comment.uy on the 1&me, p. 78a. No.~ of 1883-8'. 

13 UpadeAsahuri, 'l'Snes HI, 1•2, Bom. i:d., p. BOIL 
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inference which it su~gests. I may also add that this verae of 
Uhannak irti is quoted io the Jaina work Ash~asahuri, Chapter J., aud 
by SU.yal}a-1\lddhava in hii. chapter on Buddhism thus u :-

~I 

efjq"5Ajf"1Cl'114i'fft ;f1"5flf.llf4), I 

~ ~1f.(cAtt1~f'l(q"it;::q1fit411C1 {l'i\' I 

~,)fit ~~lff fiqq~fl'WQ~: I 
~~ef«'l!(I 

Here the second verse will be at once recognised as that of Dharma
kirti quoted by S1uilkRrach;iryR and Sure5vara, though, 11o1 in the 
. .\ sh~Rsahasri, it reRds ~) sfq instead of ~JN fl" This cele· 
brated verse is thus trRnslated into English by Prof~ssor Gough :15 

"Though there is no division, the soul or intellect, by re&1on of 
illusory perceptions, appears to possess a duRlity of cognitions, of per· 
cepts and of percipient." 

I need hardly remark that this translation is inaccurate. The cor
rect explanlllion of the verse is of course that which is given by 
RamatlrthR in his commentary on the U padeiashasri and by the Jaina 
commentator Laghusamant1tbhadra. 

We have thus seen thnt both Samkarachfirya and his disciple Surei
vRra quote Dharmakirti, the illustrious contemporRry of the Thibetan 
king Strongtun-gampo. Our attention is next attracted to the way 
in which the Buddhist philosopher is quoted; the well known verse 
of Dharmakirti is put into the mouth of a Ba.uddha. This shows con
clusively that in the days of Samk11roicharyn it wBB the fashion for 
Bauddh11s to shelter themselves behind the authority of their gre1tt 
philosopher, in their disputations with heretical teachers under the 
impression that " quotation from Dharma.kirti would silence adverse 
criticism. I would also invite the attention of Sanskrit Scholars to 
the tribute of homage whic~ Suresvarnchllrya pays to the Bu~dhist 
philosopher, whom he calls 8akyR·pumgava or the eminent Bauddha. 
From these circumstances it will be allowable to infer that in the 
passagPs 1tlre11dy indicated, Samkarachllrya and Sureivariicluirya 
refer not to a contemporary author who wa11 i;till struggling into fame, 

I. Sarvac\ars1&na samgraba Bibi. Ind. J:;d., p. 16. 
1 • Translation or the same, p 2ii. 

B• 
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but to one who had already attained the rank of a clusical authority 
and who consequently must have ilourished more than half a century 
before. lo other worda, a.a Dharmakirti is a writer of the 7th century, 
we may safely conclude that Samkarucharya who refers to him, flourished 
in the 8th century. On this point I have discovered iatere11tiog 
evidence in the Jaina Literature of Southern India, which will enable 
ns to prove that the great Brahminical reformer lived in the 8th century. 
But, as I ha.ve already said, that evidence is too long to discuss here ; 

.1 shall therefore be glad to CJmmooicate it to the Society in a future 
paper. 

Before concluding I beg leave to · mention one more interesting 
fact. Itaing says thRt Bhartrihari, the author of the Vikyapadiya, 
died in 650 A.D. 18 Now the 118th verse 17 in the Vakyaklii;i4a 
of this grammarian is quoted by Kumurila in his Tantravartika, 
page 251, Benares Edition. And sincr, as I have already remarked, 
the latter ia referred to in the U pade8asahas~i and the Brihadliraua.
kadrtika, it follows that both Kumarila and Samkaracharya quote 
distinguished authors of the 7th century. But this subject will be 
discu11ed more at length in my second paper. 

11 India, what can it teach aa P p. 3'8. 
17 ~: tl~\l~liiflfilfW ~~I{ I 

&t\,~l'lfli+et~• ti'l•Utit'ltRS II Wt II 
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A.11.T. IX. -As.'lyrirm Relir,:1 jrom Nimro1d in the Po1sessi01i 
of the B. B. R. A. 8. J3y R. P. KunK1A, B. A. 

[Read April 13, 18111.] 

[T was only ft few months ago that our Society wu discovered to be 
the fortunate posse9llor of an old Dante MS. worth, in the opinion of 
e:r.perts, ten times iti weight in gold. And now I have to announce 
to our Society the possession of a treasure which, if not of the same 
market value, is at lea.st equally interesting and better suited to our 
objects ss an Oriental Society taking a. deep interest in everything 
pertaining to the East-its e.rchieology, hiatory, and philology. This 
ti-ea.sure has been lying in our posseaaion for a long time unreco!!· 
nised and unappreciated. Ma.ny of you must have seen large piecr~ 
of atone with exq uiaite sculptures upon them, and inscriptions 
engraved in queer wedge-shaped characters, lying on the landing
place, reclining against the walls near the northern entrance into 
the Hall. These slabs or stone, some of them or marble, are our new 
treasure. They are the relics of a once powerful Eastern monarchy, 
the famous Asiyrie., which flourished 3,000 years ago. It is needles-> 
for me tu tell before :i learned body like this how this Assyri1rn 
monarchy reached with its height of grandeur, also its depth of vie~~ ; 
how its capital city, Nineveh, with its palacl'!I anJ temples wa!I struck 
down in the blos1om of its sins, aud its destruction so completely 
effected that it wu blotte..t out of the face or the earth, and the 
words of the Prophet {Nahum) literally fulfilled-" the place shall not 
be known where it was." Verily, the very site of Nineveh was not 
recognised after its Jpstruction in the 7th ceutury B.C. till the 
1 Uth A.C. The ground under 'which lay hid its 11;lory 1md its shame 
was trodden under foot by the Persians under Xerxes marching 
Wi!Stl'r1ml to conquer Greece and Europe, by the Greeks under 
Alexander marching eastward to subdue Persia aod Asia, and neuer 
our own time by the Arabs, under the euly eurcessors of the Prophet, 
going forth to conquer and convert the Western World. All these 
great nalious were unc'lnscious thRt the remains of a rower nnr.r t., 
lhl' full as great as "t.heir own lay buried 11111lcr thrir hurrying f..,>L 

13 
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steps. Time hRs rolled hy, Rnd those nations have met with 'he same 
fate as Ancient AHyria. PersiRns, Greeks, and Arabs have gone the 
way of tht"ir predecessors, aod Assyria and Nineveh still continued 
in their subterranean solitude and obscurity till they were rescued 
from both by truellers from a nation which at the time of their 
grRndeur, "wild in woods like the noble !Rvage, ran"-in the woods 
of Germany a0<i the centre of Europe. Tlae honour of discovering 
Nineveh and of revivinit its existence belongs to Englishmen, and 
~specially lo one who, happily, is still alive to enjoy bis well-merited 
rl'pose and honour-Sir Austen Henry Layard. He mRde escava
tions near Mosul on the site of the Ancient Nineveh, and reconred 
the remRins of the gorgeous palaces of its rulers. These escavated 
remains and relics, Lnyud intended to send to the British Museum to 
form part of the national collection. For this purpose these huge and 
massiye pieces of stone and marble were with great difficulty sent 
from Mosul down the Tigris to Bagdad and Busrah, the seaport on 
the Persi1m Gulf. Those who hue read his grRphic and picturesque 
Recount in Layard's first work can alone imagine and appreciate the 
immense trouble which it cost him to transport these relics from 
their originRl place to the port of BusrRh, a distance of 1,000 miles. 
As from Busrnh they could not directly be sent to London by se11, 
they had to be sent to BombRy, and thus began the connection of our 
city with these Assyrian relics. Layard's precious collection arrived 
in Bombny. The Boni6ay Telegraph of Dec. 11, 1846 says:-" At 
the Meetinp: of the n. B. R. A. Society held yesterday Rfternoon, a 
very interesting communication was made by a member, in reference 
to the recent cxcuation by Mr LayRrd at and near Mosul, the site of 
ancient Nineveh. Some of the splendid sculptures discovered by 
l\lr. J,ayard at KhorsRhncl Rre, it appears, at present in Bombay, having 
been sent hither for ship111eot to England, as a dGnation to the British 
Museum. It was intimated to the Meeting that the gentleman in 
whose chuge these magnificent relics of 'hoar antiquity' now are 
would be happy, on the espression by the Society of a wish to that 
effect, to allow the community of Bombay an opportunity of inspt"cling 
them. The Meeting rradily acted on the suggestion; and we believe 
thRt arrangements will he at once mnde with a view to the opening 
of the sculptures lo public inspection iu the beginning of the ensuing 
iveck. It is not loo much to say that the exhibition will he one of 
the mo~t interesting and attractt'"e thRt h1U. ever tnkrn place on the 
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Island. We shall endeavour to give a full account of the sculplures iu 
our paper of to-morrow." The account given by the Telegraph and 
quoted by the Atlien<Z1111& is too general for the purpose of identifi
cRtion. The A.thentZum of February 6, 1847, informs its readers that 
"R collection of sculpture figures and cuneiform inscriptions from the 
mound of Nimrond on it1 way to Englimd-latl'ly e;i:cavated uy 
l\lr. L11yard-has been on view in Bombay, liy direction of the Asiatic 
Society" (p. fo4). 

With regard to their public exhibition here and its sad result, their 
illustriou11 discoverer thus speaks, or.rather bitterly compfo.ius, in the 
preface, dated October, 1848, to his first great work, Nineveh anti its 
Remaiu :-"The cases cont11ining the small objects recently deposited 
in the British Museum were not only opened without authority at 
Bombay, but their contents exhibited, without proper precautions, lo 

the public. It isremarkable that several of the most valuable (indeed, 
the most valuable) specimens are missing ; 1111d the "hole collection 
was so carelessly re-pa.eked that it has sustained material injury. 
Were these Assyrian relics, however valuRble, such a:; could be again 
obtained, either by ingenuity or labour, their loss might not, perhaps, 
be so seriously lamented ; but if once destroyed, they cl\n nl'\'er be 
restored, and it must be remembered that they a.re almost the only 
remains of a. great city and of a. great nation." The A.then<Zum of 
November 11, 1848, too, complains bitterly of the same facts. 
After saying that many of the relics have suffered in transit, it 
proceeds :-" But the wont is that many of the remains which 
actually reached Bombay have not arrived in England, and some oi' 
these are among the more interesting in point of subjl'ct, if we may 
judge from such of Layard's drawing& as re haYe h11d the opportunity 
of seeing" (p. 1128). And in the first notice of Layard's work it 
quotes the author's complaint above copied, and says, "such facts 
assuredly require no comment" (1849, p. 45). Thus from what 
I have here brought together, there is no doubt as to the fact that 
some of Layard's most precious relirs were missed in Bomlmy. 
Therefore I think they can also be traced back, if possibll', in 
Bombay. And I think that some of the nlics io our posse~sion may 
be the missing remnants of the precious Layard coll~clions. Our 
Society, as I said, knows 1101.hing about thl'se relics. There jg 110 refer
ence to them in the Proceedings and Journals. We do not know authen
tically how Wl' came to possess them. So we are ll'ft to conject11re, 
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auJ I offer two explanat_ions. Tht> Lny11rJ <'ollrction was p11Llicl_,, 
exhibited in Bombny iu the Town Hal~ and, Rs Layard complained it Wiil! 

careleHly re-packed, some of the relic• may have been left behind in the 
Hall . .As our Society possesses other stone relics, these Assyrian relics in 
course of time must have come to be put by the side oftheae by 
the natural inference that the Society, being the possessor of other 
stone relics, may also be the possessor of these. 'fhere is another 
fact which also supports the theory that we have got in our possession 
the missing remnant of the Layard collection. Layard has published 
a folio of sketches of the relics he h11d excavated. This folio 
which was published through the munificent patronage of the East 
India Company, is now lying on the table. Indeed, through the 
bounty of the East India Directors, we have got two copies of 
this noble and costly work. Now I compared the slabs we hale 
got with the sketches in this folio for the purpose of identification, 
and have succeeded in identifying somr: : e.g., we have got a figure 
which resembles .~he fii;r:ure to the extreme right in plate 5 of 
the folio. In plate 7a there is a representation of "winged figures 
kneeling before a sacred tree." We have got a slab which is exactly 
the left half of this, i.e., we have got the figure to the left with one half 
of the tree. As to how we have got one-half of the slab, I may men
tion that Layard, as he himself says, had the heavier and larger slabs 
sawn for facility of transit. And Mr. Bonomi, who had been to Mosul 
to see Mr. Layard, says in the Atlien<I!um of October 2, 1847, that 
"previous to removal, the slabs, usually about a foot in thickness, are 
sawn as thin as can be done with safety, to save freight" (p. 1034), 
Again, in plate 3G is drawn an eagle-headed figure which La.yard identi
fies with Ni11roch, the e11glc·headed Assyrian dhinity, but which Sir 
H. Rawlinson and Mr. G. Smith do not think to be that. We 
hal"e got " beautiful slab of greyish and yellowish marble which 
resembles this. Thus all these facts point, I think, to the conclusion 
that we h11ve got the missi1L3 remnant of Layard's collection. In 
connection with these relics there is another thing which may throw 
some light. lu the Bombay Times of 1847-which, I regret to say, 
our Libr11ry has not got in its excellent collection of past periodicals 
11Dd newspapers, and which I had, thPrefore, to procure from else
where-I found that Major (now Sir) Henry Rawlinson, of the Bombay 
Army, sent some Assyrinn relics in the form of slabs as a present to 
the:' G11reruor uf Bornb:1~· of tht timr, Mr, (later Sir) George Clerk. 



THE SOCIETY'S ASSYRIAN RELICS. 101 

These slabs had been excavated from nearly the same place as the 
Layard slabs, tJis., the palace of Nimroud. "Governor Clerk," 
says the Times, "anxious for the promotion of the Economic Museum 
now forming, determined to present them to the embryo establishment 
aa beautiful specimens of ancient Assyrian art. They have accordingly 
beeii placed in the apartments provisionally devoted to the infant 

. collection." Thns these relics may be the slabs spoken of by the Time•. 
So they may henceforwRrd be called the Rawlinson-Clerk slabs. But 
whatever may be their history, whether they ere the missing remnant 
.of the Laye.rd collection or are the present of Rawlinson to Governor 
Clerk, there can be no doubt as to their preciousness and great 
historical and archeological value, coming as they evidently do from 
the same place, and belonging to the same remote period of antiquity 
aa tfie Layard collection now in the British Museum. And our 
Society may justly feel proud of owning these treasures, however 
acquired, especially as nowhere else in the whole of this country does 
there exist any such collection of Assyrian relics, either in the posses· 
sion of individuals or of societies. And now I conclude by suggesting 
to some of our .learned members deep in Assyrian lore and in the 
reading of cuneiform inscriptions to examine these sculptures and the 
inscriptions which are engraved thereon, and to see whether these latter 
throw any new light on Assyrian history and give any new names 
of Assyrian kings and emperors of the early or the late period. 
They may thereby do some service to the cause of Assyriology and of 
knowledge in general, and reflect additional lustre on our Society. I 
have only in an humble way drawn the attention of the Society to 
what, I think, is a precious treasure which has long been lying neglected 
and unappreciated, bot which deserves to be treated so no longer. 

On a motion by the Honourable Mr. Javerile.1 U miashunkar Yajnik, 
seconded by Mr. Jeewanjee J. Mody, a vote of thanks to Mr. Karkaria 
for his interesting paper was pa88ed by the meeting. 

P. S.-Since the above paper was read, Mr. Karkaria has addressed 
the following letter to the Honorary Seceretary :-

"Dua Ma. J.&.vERILAL,-ln the paper which I read before our 
Society on the 13th instant I called attention to the valuable Assv· 
rian relics which have been lying in our possession for a long ti~e 
neglected and unappreciated. As I said, our Society does not know 
how these precious slabs cnme to Bombay at all and into our 
possession. There is no rtferenct to them in our Journals aud 
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pr<>t'erdings. None of our members, it seems, knows 1mythiug 
about them. Only one gentle~an, an official or' the Governmenl 
Arclueological Survey, Mr. Cousens, seemed to know the great impor
t1rnce and archieological value of the inscriptions on these relics ; I.mt 
he is not a member of the Society, nor has he brought the matter 
before it. I undertook this neglected subject and tried to trace 
the history of the slabs. Owing to certain facts I came across in the 
course of my resl'orch, I started two hypotheses to explain t.l1is 
question. I was not certain whether these relics belonged to the Lay1ml 
collectiou, which was, at the iustance of our Society, publicly exhibited 
in Bombay whilst on its way through our city to Europe, and part of 
which was afterwards found to have been missing, or were the slabs 
which Major Rawlinson presented to Governor Clerk in 18fi. I 
distinctly said that I halted between these two opinions. I was 
wedded to neither theory. lly object in bringing forward the matter 
wllS to obtain help from persons who could assist the Society in solving 
this question. But though newspapers in various parts of the country 
h11ve noticed this subject, no one has been able to give any positive 
information which could settle it. By continuing my researches, I 
have now succeeded in substantiating my second hypothesis. Our 
relics are the slabs presented by Major Rawlinson to Sir George Clerk. 
I hne completely identified them with these. 

"In the BomfJay Time& and Journal of Commerce of the year 1847 
I have fouivl o. minute description of the slabs presented by Major 
Rawlinson to Governor Clerk. The slabs in our possession, with the 
exception of two, answer perfectly and in many respects to this descrip
tion. Major Rawlinson presented ten slabs according to the Time&; 
of these ten we haye got nine, i.e., all except onP, and we have got 
two more which were not in the Rawlinson collection. These are the 
exceptions. An inquiry about them I reserve at present. Meanwhile 
I proceed to idl'ntify a~me of our slabs with the Ra"linsnn present. 
•No. 1 is a small slab, 3 feet by ll, considerably corroded in two or 
thrl'e places, but the sculpture very distinct and perfect. It represents 
the heads of two warriors, the one behind the othl'r. ·The heads 
and hair of both are neatly plaited aud curled. Both wear earrings. 
One wears ll neat conical helmet with the apex cut off and a small 
tuft in the centre of lhe crown. This is believed to represent the figure 
of thl' King. A long lace ornnment or ribbon hangs down behind on 
the ~boulder. The hand of thl' othn is up anJ contains a pine or 



TBJ: 80CIJ:TY18 ABSYBIAR BJ:LICB. 103 

custard apple or some similar fruit. The helmet is rounded in the 
crown and richly ornamented around the brow. This is molt probably 
a fragment only of a sculpture, the slab next below in all likelihood 
containing the remainder of the figure&--probably a representation of 
the sovereign and some chief of much distinction presenting him with 
gifti;I. On the wrUt is a large bracelet, with a rosette over the back 
of the hand.' This description applies in every particular to the alab 
in our poaae88ion, which I have aho marked I. We ban examined 
the slab together and measured it, and you were perfectly convinced 
of its identity with No. 1 of the Rawlinson group. 'No. 2 is in per· 
feet preservation. It is 2 feet by If. It contains the head of a 
warrior like that lut described in No. 1, but much more neatly 
sculptured. A gorgeous necklace and neatly-embroidered vestment 
is seen just from under the ma11 of flowing hair and beard. There 
are no written characters on either of these two.' The slab marked 
2 in our collection is this very one here described. 

" • No. 3 is 3 feet 3 inches by 2 feet 2. The stone is a mottled 
alabaster, the sa.me in substance a.a the other, but altogether dilferent in 
appearance. The ground is yellowish grey, like the rest, the spots 
pearly white. The sculpture is of very peculiar interest. It repre
sents a human 6g11re wearing a richly-ornamented petticoat or tunic 
which descends to the knee : over this is an a.pron about tw!>-tbllds 
dow(l the limb, and shorter considerably than the garment under it. 
This also is neatly fringed, or perhaps rather furred, the 6bre1 or 
threat.ls resembling long ha.rd fur more than any woven texture. These 
two are confined by a rich girdle round the waist. Over the whole is 
a loose flowing vestment consisting of a. cape and long shirt, the latter 
extending to the hel'h ; both are richly fringed and at the bottom orna
mented with bobbins. Two double corda with tassels depend from 
the waist to the ground. The left leg is well formed : it is bare 
from a little above the knee. The corrugations of the skin of 
the knee and muscles of the calf, knee and instep are very elaborately 
detailed. The right foot is visible from the ankle: both are bare. The 
left arm hangs downward and forward, and there is a small ba.sket in 
the hand. A heavy bracelet appeara around the wrist, and armlets 
above the elbows: neither has clRBpa. The ends at the joinings pass 
a little over each other-meant, perhaps, to indicate the meta.I to be 
fine 1oft gold which bent and kept its place without assistance. The 
hilts of two daggers appear above the arm. The blades are sheatht'd 



IO.Ii TllJll SOCIETY'S ASSYRIAN RILIC9, 

in the girdle. From the throat upwards the form of the figure is that 
of a CArnivorous bird with a hooked beak of enormous size. From the 
shoulders project a pair of wings half ntended, about two-thirds the 
length of the &gure - oue slanting upwards, the other downward1.1. 
From the insertion of the wings along the back of the neck, the 
crown, and in and near the nostrils, is a row of feathers standing on 
end like a ha.If-cropped mane, and from under thete appears a true 
hairy mane, hRnging down and curled like the beards of the male 
figures. The right hand is held upwards and forwards, pretentiog a 
pine or other similar fruit. On the aide of the slab towards which the 
figure looks is a long wreath of a sort of honeysuckle ornament, such 
as is seen on some Greek sculptures.' I have no doubt whatever 
that the slab marked 3 in our collection is the beautiful aC:ulpture 
here described, which is, according to Layard, the representation of 
Nisroch. 

'"No. 4 is a large slab 3 feet by 5. It represents a man bareheaded, 
with long hair and beard, sitting in a curricle-like chariot. The horses 
are straining on the reins; they draw by a bent-pole yoke and 
collars-there is no other Rppearance of harness. The breast-leather 
is highly ornamented, and on theil' crests are high conical . ornaments, 
The tails are long and tied round with bandages. They are obviously 
striving to start. The muscles of the heRd and neck, as also those of 
the legs, are very elaborately carved. Two men with round caps, 
short tunics and swords in their hands stand at their head, holding by 
the bearing-rein, which is loose ; they are bare from the kn.ea 
dowowRrds. A human figure, without a head, lies prostrate under the 
hones, appllrently just cut down and still struggling in the throes of 
de1tth. The slab is without inscription and freer of ornament than 
any of the others. ' Onr slab marked 4 is this very sculpture here 
described. 

"No. 5 of the Rawlinson slabs seems to be missing from our 
collection, for I can find none to which its description can at all 
apply. How this pa.rticulu one wa.s miased, and where at present 
it may be, I have not succeeded yet in finding out. Perhaps further 
inquiry may lead to its 1li~covery. Meanwhile I proceed to the 
remaining relics. 

" ' No 6 represents a ma.n standing ba.rohea.ded. The right hand i1 
held up R:i if in the attitude of a.ddres~ing some one. In his left is a 
throe-tailed thong or la.:ih, tas~clled ill the edramities, and suppo&rd 
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to be the badge of office. A 1hort frock or tunic .descends from 
the waiat to the knee. beneath which the left leg is e1 posed 
do"nwards. The feet are naked and well exposed. A loose gar
ment reaching the ground h11ngs over the shoulder by a belt: the 
breut and 1hou.lder1 are naked. There i1 a bracelet on the wrist, 
and.another abo•e the elbow; on the former, over the back of the 
hand, is a rowtte: both are folded, not clasped. The double cord, with 
t111aels and tuselled fringe, referred to in No. 4., ornament his tunic. 
He wf'llrl long earring•: hi11 hair and beard are neatly curled and 
knotted. Rou.nd hi11 head i1 a b11nd, apparently or gems, with 
a large rosette o•er the forehead, another abo"e the f'ar, 1tnd R third 
near the plaoe where it is united behind. Here there i11 a large tRssel 
hanging over the occiput. and a piece of drRpery with a Cring!' 
dependa from the neck to well down between the shoulders. The 
slab is without inscription.' Our slab marked 6 is exactly the one 
here described. 

•• • No. 7 i1 a fine large 1lab 3 feet by 3i. It repre11ent11 a group of 
warriors in action, The centre figure nelt the spectator is in the 
act of diacharging an arrow. Just before him in the group is a 
shield-bearer, by which, in the marbles, 1trchers itre always repre
sented u being accompanied. Be holds forward a large aquare 11hield
apparently about five feet in length ; in his right hand is a short 
sword or digger. Immediately behind the two is a light-armed 
soldier, with a cireu.l1r shield, about three feet in diameter, held high 
in the air; in his right hand is a abort double-edged sword: he stands 
u if in readinea1 to spring forward and despatch any ooe who may 
have fallen wonnded within reach. The dimensions here given are 
eetimated from the proportiom of the human frRme-probably those 

. of men of 5 feet 8 : the representations are three and a half feet. 
In adnnce of the group and probably intended to appear in the back 
ground, had the perspective been properly arranged, is a wheeled 
machine, somewhat in the form of the early locomotive engines-the 
Rocket for e:w:ample. It seems to be drawn by a rope up a steep 
ncclivity; and out or the funnel, which is a half too short for 1team 
purpoaea. peeps an archer in the act of letting fly his arrow. The 
scaffolding supporting the platform over which this wat' chariot-for 
euch, doubtless, it was-advances is 1upported by broken palm-trees. 
There are three datc-palma on the slab, very badly represented. On 
the edge is a bow and arrow directed at the warrior11 first descri~d. 

H 
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and in all likelihood the 1lab which followed thia al'onled a repre-
11entatioo o( the place they att~cked. The whole of the warriors, 
with ibe esception of the charioteer, who ia bare-headed, are dreued 
alike, with peaked head-clreuee, like a modern PeHiao cap, and 
IOOM tonica elltendiog to the knee and richly fringed at bottom. 
The centre figure is 1bewo ; the othen hue long beardl ornamented 
in the D1ual fuhioo.' Onr 1lab mi.riled lik.ewile 7 corresponds to thi1 
moet minute deacription io every particul11r ucept one which is nry 
triftiog. There are, I think, two d11te-palm1 io our 1lab, instead of the 
three mentioned in this deacriptioo. Thia can. however, beat be eir.
plaioed as a miatake of the describer. But our slab ia most uodoubt
edly the one here described. 

'''No. 8. The oe:.:t three 1lab1 all represent winged figuree, mppoeed 
to be divinities. No. 8 is 4 feet high and 2! acro11. The figure ia 
that of a man of herculean strength, the mD1Clea of the lege, arms, 
and ahooldera being enormously developed; the right aide is turned 
towards the spectator. The dreSB is es.actly the ume as that of the 
figure in No. 3, with the eKceptioo that on the feet are aaodals, and a 
large rosette on the bracelet and armlets. The wings, moreover, are 
1omewhat larger and more developed. The beard and hair are very 
profwie ; they are orna.neoted like the others. A large band cnvered 
with circular metal-looking ornament.a surrounds tbe head. The 
eir.preuioo of the face i1 of aterooeBB ·or anger ; the brow is knit, and 
lip1 much compreued. The right hand ia held upwards and forwards 
and ia open; in the left, which bangs down, is a bunch of ftowers. There 
are five lines of cuneiform characters at the top of the 1lab.' Thia 
u esactly the slab I have marked No. 8 in our collection. 

"'No. 9 is 31 feet in heiicht and 2t across. It represent.a a winged 
figure, in many respecta similar to the preceding one. The dreu is 
almoet uirctly the ume. The lefL aide is turned towards the apecta_ 
tor; the feet are bare. Seven lines of cuneiform characters run right 
acroea u high up as the calf. In the left haod is a bag or basket; 
lhe right is held upwards and forwards, holding a pine or some 1imilar 
fruit. The head is covered with a round-topped and horned helmet 
1imilar to th11t oo the greater part of the atones. The e:.:preuioo of the 
face cootra1t1 strikingly with that of the preceding one: it is one of 
extreme placidity and mildne11: the hpa are thin and smooth, the brow 
open, the eye fully eapanded.' Thie is our No. 9. Seven lines of cu11ei
for1U char1cler1 run right across the legs, as is Rid here i&l the 
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description, and there are besides, three more lines immediately 
beneath the feet. 

"•No. 10 in all respects closely resembles the last one. Slab i1 21 
feet square. The winged figure ii.kneeling on one knee. Both ha1;1ds 
11re held forward. The left hand i1 raiaed, and the fingere held down ; 
those of the right hand ue bent upwards, a1 i( 8owen or fruit wen 
being gathered. A long wreath of honeysuckle-looking 8ower1 
decorlltel the left aide of the slab, to which the figure looks. The 
espreasion of the face i1 that of one intent on aome occupation-
smooth, placid, and attentive. There i1 a single line of cuneiform 
characters beneath.' Thia is our No. 10 alao. 

"'fh~a, taking the slabs one by one, it baa been shown that this dee• 
cription of the Rawlinson slabs given by the Timei applies most 
euctly to them. The accurate me111urement of the stones given by 
the describer is exactly the measurement of ours. We bave had them 
me11ured in our presence, and the result Wiii perfectly satisfactory. 
To my mind there is no doubt whatever that these 9 are the Rawlin· 
son slabs. So then, as ( have 111id in my paper, theae slabs in our 
possession may well be called the Rawlinaon.Clerk slabs. It is but 
meet that the n11mes of the two generous donors should be coupled 
together to give the proper name to their munificent gift to the 
Museum and the community of Bombay. Of the two pieces which 
still remain to be Recounted for, one is a small slab which consists 
entirely of nine lines of cuneiform charRcters, and the other, which I 
do not think is an AssyriRD relic at all, is a slRb two feet by one aud 
a half, on which are representrd two heads of men, one behind the 
or.her, while above them are whRt look like five rosettes. I have not 
h11d time yet to inquire into their history, as Riso into the history of 
the missing No. 5 of the Rawlinson-Clerk slabs. Thus, with thu 
trifting exce11tion, the whole question is, I think, settled. The con· 
clusion is that our Auyrian relics 11re the slabs sent by Major RRwlin· 
son RS ft rresent to Governor Clerk in 1847, and prPsented hy the lattPr 
to the uew Museum tbeu formin;, which was located in the Town 
llall. 

Y 'Jurs, etc., 

"R. P. KARKA.RIA." 

"Romb•y, JOtli AJ1rtl ltl~l." 
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MEMO. 

I enmiiled. in company witb llr. Karkaria, the s1aba referred to 
_in the abon Jetter, 1md found the minute description giYen in the 
Bmrt6t1J TitM• of the ye11r 18'7 to an1wer in the caae of the nine 
out.ot'the ten 1labs of the Rawlin1on preaent. The deiicription agrees 
not only in reap!!ct of the rneuurement1 of each 1lab but also in 
reapect of its acnlpurcd figure111 and their orn11men1.ation. I am 1Atii11-
fied that Mr. Karkaria h111 1ucceeded in identifying theae 9 out of 
the 10 1lab1 in the p011e11ion of the Society with thoee forming part 
of the Rawlin1on present. Much credit i1, in my opinion, undoubtedly 
due to Mr. Karuria for his peraevering eft'ort1 in this direction. 

4tA May 1891. 

JAVERILAL U. YAJNIK, 
Honorary Secretary. 
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