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Among th\! 540 manuscripta collected by Ho~ Bayman Wil10n 
iu BP111i.rt's aud Calcutta, and now dPposited in the Bodleian Library 
at 01ford, there i1 one which contains the K11m11ntra of Vatayayana 
along with a commentary by one Bhukara Nrieinha. The commen· 
tary wu written ln.1788 al the request of a Prince Vrajalal. It is dt>· 
ecribt>d "' bein11: the work of a man who was not 1nfticienlly acquaint· 
ed Pither with the languRge or with the snbject·malter of his author. 
The Kama1utra. itself Ii a work whidi i1 destined, I believe, to throw 
a 8r~at deal of light on m11ch that is still dark in the ancient history 
·tf thie country. Aufrecbt, who drnouncr1 the snbject•matter of the 
book with 1111 a ec~olar's ascl'ticism, aw its importa~, and gives up 
seven columDB of his Catalogue to a long account of it. He notes 
that V atsyayana. rrfera to the following previous writers on the 1abject 
of lovP :-Anddalalr.i, Oonikaputra, Gonardiya, Ghotakamakh1, Ch11-
rayana, Dnttaka, Bahhravya and the Babhnviyu. Aufrecht al~ 
pointed out that Vatsyayana must be pot before Subandbu, the 
author of the V111Avadatta. For both Maheevara and Hemachand.._ 
tell us that V at1yayana. is another name for Mallanaga, wholn-Su· 
banilhn q11otes. 

The e1tract1 given by Anfrecht attracted tlae attention·of schot.n, 
bot the book itself bu only been generally accessible very recently. 
The tranalatior. into English (1883) was printed ud circnl11te4 
privately only; and it was be1ide1 for 1cholars a very inadequatit 
representation of the original. We owe it to P1ndit Durga Pralll• 
of Jeyportt. &hat we have at lut an excellent edition of the boolr, 
~compan~d by a better commentary than that which Aufrecht 
dncribe11. · Thi1 is the commentuy a fragment of which I secured ila 
1883 for tlae Bombay Government colleetion, and which is referreC 
IO in my ~cond Report, p. 67. It is called the Jayamangala. Thtl 
author give1 his name 11 Yuodhara, bot states that be wrote thilf 
'' esplaoatiGn of sutru which Vatsyayana collect.ed, after he had 
retired from the world in grief at. the loss of a hPloved wife, and had," 

. under the nRme or lndrapada, entered the ascetic life." It ('IR be 
shown that the book, as we have it now, waa known to DhRVRhbuti, 
who flourished a' c.be end of the eerenrh "9nlury, aod thllt he wak.l:la 
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constant reference to it in his M11latimadhava. There is .a.statemf'nt 
to that effect at the beginning of the play itself, the point of which 
has been hitherto missed. l rerer to the phrase "auddhatyam ayoji
taknmllsUtram," which occurs in the ennm&ration by the aotor of the 
qu11lities the audience maJ e11:pect .to find in the play shout to be repre
sented before them. Jogaddhara set'S no reference to a ·book herl', 
and Bhandarkar, dift'ering from Jagnddhara, translates, .. , bold or 
adventurous deeds, intended to assist the progress of love Q,it. in which 
. is introduced the thread of love)." Bh11vabhuti may mean this loo. 
Dut his words are primarily a reference to this ·book, of -which he 
m&bs great use. When KRmllndaki slyly suggests, while professing 
to put aside, the tales of how Sakunta1a and others followed the 
dictlltes of their OWll hearts in love, she is following Vatsyayana. When 
1he tells Avalokita that the one auspicieus omen of a happy ma-rriage 
is that bride and bridegroom should love one a.nether, RDd quotes the 
"old saying" that the happy husband is he wh.o marries the girl 
who has bound to her his heart and his eye, she is following Vatsya
yana. And so in many other parts of rhe play. One of the most 
conspicuous passages is in the seventh act, where Buddharakshita 
breaks through her Prllkrit to quote the Sanskrit phrase, •• Kusuma
sadharmiino bi yoshitah snkumaropahamal>-, For women are 
like flowers, and should be approached gently." Buddhare.kshita is 
quoting our book (p. 199), and the whole of the context ·refers to a 
matter which Vatsyayane. tre11ts of at great length, and whioh iJ 
interwoven with the plat or the M alatimadh11v.a. 

I will say only in passing that I hope on some future occasion to 
show that wlia1i is true of Bhavabhnti is tTue of his great predecessor 
Kalidasa. • If that is so, a. vista of antiquity ·opens up for our book. 
For it is certain now that Ka1idasa must be put earlier than has lately 
been very generally supposed. He stands near the beginning of our 
era, if indeed he does not overtop it, and date from the ye11r one of 
Vikrama's era. It is enough, however, for my present purpose, if you 
will bear in mind that this Kamasutra of V11tsyayana can be shown 
to have been known to Snbandhu and Bhavabhuti. It contains 
much th11t is in conflict with the poet's dream of the " unch11nging 

"111 a paper "U" 1111· dutie' of a llim.111 wile" read b1·f•,rc 1he Anthropo· 
! .. :·ieal ~<'cicr~· of D .. n.J.:i_, .. l1irh OctoLr'" lH!tl, I showed tLat Kalidasa quote~ 

VatoyaJaua c.rbctll~. Set~ aJJecl t<hile l'ri11t111:1. 
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Eitst," the belief that India is a country in which all things h1\'fe 
continued ll8 they were from the beginning. But its evidence cannot, 
I believe, be overturned. It is with a full conviction of the authen
ticity and antiquity of the book that I proceed to la.y before you R 

translntion of that chnpter in which Vntsyayana lay& down the rules 
which, in his opinion, in nil ordinary cases, should govern the rela
tions of the sexes before marriage. 

I.-" By R marriagf', lnwfully contracted, with n woman of his own 
citste, who is not another's betrothed, a man secures these six things 
-incrt'r.se of religious merit, increase of means, offspring, alliance, 
increaoe of the dignity of his House, and true love." 

That the woman should be of !the same caste is, of course, nn uni
versal rule. She must not be at the time the betrothed of nnother 
man. Ma.nu declares that the man wh<> gives his daughter to 011e 
man nfter having promised her to another is as guilty as if he had 
slnin a thousand relntions by false witness in court (IX. 71 a.ud VIII. 
98). By a marriage lawfully contr11eted is· meant one contracted in 
one of the four ways approved of in the Shastras. The fruits of 
marriage explain themselves. Notice only that the third and sixth 
correspond to the first and second in the preamble to the marriage 
service of the Church of England. The other four correspond, more 
or less roughl~·, to the third' there. The commentator explains that 
the increase of means refers, not only to the dowry the woman brings 
with her, but to her careful ma.nngem.ent of her huRband's house, 
" She lookcth well to the ways of her household-, 11nd eateth not the 
brcnd of iJleness." 

11.-''Thereforc, let a man select a girl who is such an one ns 
follows. She should be of good fnmily. Her father and mother 
should both be alive. She should be younger, ancl younger hy at 
IP.ast three ye11rs, than him.self. She should be the d11nghtcr of 11 
house that reverences the sacred orclinhnces, that is rich, the mcmhf'r~ 
of which are kindly disposed one to the other, ond thnt is rirh i11 
arlherents. Her connections both on the mother's and on the fatlu·r'!I 
side shonld be inftnentiRI. She should have bcnuty, virtur, mul 
11uspicious marks. Her teeth, nails, e11rs, h11ir, eyes, and lm·asts 
must be neither too large nor too small, and she must not haw lost 
any of these parts. She must be of sound constitutilln. (ill11tut1a 
m11tanrlis) the young man should he nf the same kincl; hut, in n1hlitiuu 
he must lmrn completed the prescriued cour · of t111.ly.'" 

9 • 
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The choice is to come from the man. The considerations which are 
to guide hia choice call only for occasioual comment. Be himself. it is 
1tipulated. must have gone through the prescribed course of study, 
and should therefore be sixteen or eighteen years of age. The pro,·ision 
that his choice ought to fall upon a girl who is at least two years 
yonnger than himself does not seem to contemplate a much greater 
disparity. The belief in thP significance of marks on the body Rnd 
other dQCh indication~ wns universal in antiqnity, and has not yet died 
ont. Vara"tiamihira (died 587 A. D.), who can be shoi.n to have used 
our book, devotPs ft chapter of his Drihat SRnhita to the subject in this 
connection, of which the last verse may be cite<l: -"A female having 
the upper lip Vl'ry high, and the hair couse at the ends, is fond of 
quarrelling, Genera.Uy speRkiog, vices will be found with _the ugly, 
whereas the virtues reside where beauty dwells." 

V ntsyayana now, according to a me.oner he much Rft'ects, qualifies 
what hns been said by quoting the more liberal rule of an earlier writPr .. 

111.-" According toQhotakamukha, a man should marry the woman 
whom he deems likely to make him happy, if he can do so without 
ino11rring the censure of his friends. " 

The lad has made his choice, whether with dne regard to all the 
eonsiderations set out in the sroond rule, or in accorJance with thr more 
liberal rule of Ghot:i.kamukha. How is his suit to be presented to the 
parents of the bride 1 

IV.-" The proper persons to present the suit are the fathPr and 
mother of th!! young man, and their connexions_: friends, too, on both 
sides, who are lik-:ly to be trusted." 

The commentator explnins " 011 both sides " as menning " on the 
father's and on the· mother's side. " The three rnles immediately 
following, which are of an extremely entertaining character, refer to 
these friends, and suggest to me that what it rPally meant is friends 
intimate with both the families concerned. Kamandaki, in the MRla
timRdhava, is such a friend. The fRther and mother can only prefer 
the request: whnt the friends hnn• to do is something quite differ.ent. 

V.-" Such friends should din intn the ra.rs of the girl's mother and 
father the faults, observed, 1tnd by them foretold, of other suitors for 
her hn.nd ; when thPy set- an inclinatinn to consent, they should cultil'Rte 
that by dwelling on tho gond qualities, personRI Rnd hereditarv, of 
their man. Let thrm <lwcll very sr.ecially on such of his ndnntagl'S 
as are likPIJ to co11111w111l t hrmselvcs to the g-irl's mother." 
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VI.-'' One may get himself up as an astrologer, and ~ive a glowing 
acconnt of the wealth that, if there be any troth in birda, omPns, the 
coursea of the st11n, and marks on the body, must one ·Jay come to 
their friend." 

VII.-Othera in the same diaguiat' may dri"e the mother ofth~girl 
wild bv declaring thRt their friend stands a good chance of a much 
better 

0

alliance (with regard to which they are being oonsult.ed) ... 
The last clause here is the addi1ion of the commt'ntator. It 

seems to es:preBB the meaning intended. It is remarkable t.h"t direc-
tions, which have the efft"ct, if indeed that wu not the intention,. of 
throwing ridicnle on the whole of this astrological llwnmery, are 
followed immediately by a solemn statement of it.1 impo11tance. The 
esplanation is perhaps afl'orde•I by the rule which follows nut, Crom 
which it would appear that Vatsynyana is citing, out of respect, 
Ghotnkamnkh11. here. 

VIII.-" For both he who sues for a maiden's band and he who 
gives it should act in accordance with signs, omeua, bird•. and 
voice!." 

IX.-" Not by mere hum11.n choice: So says Ghotabmukha.'' 
The flight of a blue jay 011 the left is lln omen of succell8; the appE'al'

ance of a cat an omen ot' failure. Kama1Millki's left eye throbs as the 
action of the Malatimadhava begins, and she kno1r1 that that 
organ, which sees into the heart of things, bids her be of good 
hope. In the case of a 1Da11, the throbbing of the left eye would ·have 
been a bad ornen. The " vuices" are a little strange perhaps to us. 
In the dead of night an in•lication of how your undertaking is likely 
to prosper mRy be got from the words of belated wayfarers, passing 
under your windows >or you may rise earl1 in the morning, go to a 
neighbouring house, and learn from the first words you hPar whether 
the fates are going to be kind 01" not. The wooer and the father 
must make a carefw study of all these things before doiog an.)thir.g 
rash: and as we have seen, the former st leut would do well to see to 
it that human contrivings 1ue not palmed off npon him. 

X.-" Let him give up a girl who, when the wooers come to woo, is 
found asleep, in tears, or out. Let him s~un also theae sixteen-I, a 
girl with an unlucky name ; 2, one who has been kept in eoncenlment ; 
3, one who is hl'trothed to another man; 4, one with red hair ; 5, one 
with spots; 6, a masculine womRn ; 7, ooe with 11. big hPacl ; 8, a bsndv
legged woman ; 9, one with a broad forehead ; IO, ooe ceremooiaily 
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impure; 11, the frnit of an improper mnrringe; 12~ onP who l'uas 
menstrunted; 13, one who is or has been pregnnnt; 14, an old friend; 
15, one whi> hRs a yo1mger sister much h1mdsom~r than herself; and 
IG, one • that hath R moist hand.' 

'' Let him not woo R girl, who is calltd nftl'r R constl'llation, or a 
ri1·er, or a trPe, ar 011e who is despistd, or une who benrs a name 
ending in l or r." 

It ought to be said that the text here is a little uncl'rtnin, and that 
'the menning of some of the tl'rms used is obscure. For 13, I hRVe 
dcp1uted r.-om the commentator, WOO tRkes plmlini to meim "domb." 
}'or 16, as ~·on will have noticed, I hnve bel'n able to use a phrnse 
which occurs, in a similar connection, in Othello. 

XI.-" He will be n hnppy hushnnd who mnnics the woman on 
whom his be11.rt and his eye are set. Let a man not think of any 
other : So some say." 

VRtsynyana is quoting Apastnmba, Rnd we are to understand that 
this rule, for those who accepL it, is to brush away a good deal of whnt 
hns gone before. The C•>mmentntor, nfter the manner of his kind, 
make$ a desperate elf"ort to establish a hnrmony between such conflict
ing rults, and would have us believe thnt nil that V1usynyana ml'ans 
is, thnt this rule is to come in only when more m!lidens than one are 
eligible un<ler the previous rules, when there is an embaraument of 
choice. But the" So some BRY " of the originRl is a clear .indication 
of R rule that is conflicting with, not supplementnry of, the preceding 
m~tter. The doctrine or the present rule is developed and illustrated 
in the ne~t, in which Vatsyayana speaks of the art which should be 
used to induce the young man to fall into that condition which 11ccord
ing to this text of the venerable Apastnmba is the only legitimnte 
precedent or R happy marringe. Apasto.mlia deserves o. pince in our 
esteem 1vith the "deRd shepherd" whom Shakespenre prniseJ-

Now I find thy eaw of might 

Who ever loved that loved not o.t first eight P 

XII.-" Accordingly, when n girl i! of an age to be given in 
rnarringe, hn pnrents should dress her well. Every afternoon she 
should piny with the girls of her acqunintancl', always faultll'ssly got 
up. At a sacrifice, or a rnarri11ge, or \\'herl'Ver people "ome tog .. thn, 
care shoulJ bP tnken to show her off. So also o.t festivals. For she 
is of the nature of merchnndise." 
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This .is not a rule which calls fur much comment Doubtless, the 
111st rem~rk is not to be stretched unduly, bPyond the context. Ilut 
there are many references in the law books to the practice of the 
actual sale of daughters. Mnu, III. 51, declarPS that no fathPr who 
knows the law should take evpn the smallest gratuity for his dnughter, 
for a man who, through avarice, takes a gratuity is a .seller of his 
off:1pring. But in another place he hlls a rule regarding the practice, 
which is evidence that it must at one time have been to some extent 
prevalent. His rule will recall to those who .know it lhe story of 
Jacob and Laban. Jacob served Laban seven yea.rs for his d11ughter 
Rachel, and when the time came wai put off with her elder sister 
Leah. When he complained of this treatment, Laban gne him 
Rllchel too, but made it a condition that he should serve over seven 
years for her. Now Mllnu, (VIII. 204) in a contPxt where he is 
dealing with the lo.w between buyer and seller, declarPs tha~ '•one 
commodity mixed with another must not be sold as pure, nor a bad 
one as good, nor less than the proper quantity of weight, nor anything 
that is not at hand or that is concealed." And he goes on to provide 
eiiter alia that "if, after onP damsel has been shewn, 11nother bP given 
to the bridegroom, he may marry them both for the i;amP price." 

XIII.-" When men fair to look on, courteous in spPech, and 
accompanied by their connexions, come to propose marriage, the 
parent of the girl should receive them ho8pitably, and on some pretPxt 
or another show them the girl in all hn ornaments. They should 
come to no decision 11s to giving the girl before they have consulted 
the oracles. 

This consultation of the oracles (daivaparikshana) was, of course, 
done on both aides. The parents of the girl were bound in her 
interPst to enquire of astrologers and the like as to whether the pro
posed marriage was likPly or not to be to her advantage. So, too, the 
parents of the youth. But, iu addition, as thP Grihya Sutr11s show, the 
parents of the man were entitled to require the girl to submit herself, 
to a test of 11n extren.ely curious and unscientific character. I trans
late the passage in Asvalayana's manual of domestic religion. The 
person addressed in the following rules is the Hindoo who wishes to 
ouserve the whole law :-1.-" Let him first make an enquiry iuto the 
family (i.e., of the bride or bridegroom as the case may be) according 
to the text 'Both on the mother's side, and on that of the father.'•• 
A reference to the text cited 11how~ that it was required that, un the 



116 COURTSHIP IN ANCIENT INDIA. 

mother's and on the father's side, the family should for ten generations 
back hn·e been conspicuone for knowledge of the Scriptures, penance, 
and ~ood work. II.-" Let him give his dRnghter to a man· of under
standing." It is very noteworthy, and should_ be remembered to his 
cre11it;, that intelligl'nce is the only ptreonal qualification on which 
Asval•yana insists as indispensable in ~ son-in-law. UI.-" Let him 
marry a woman who has intelligence, beauty, Tirtue, and lucky marks 
apon her body ; who is, moreover, of sound health." In addition to 
sound health, which is put separately,· Rs if to mark its special import
nnce, fonr things are reqnirtd, of which three are perfectly intelligible 
to us-intelligenct, beanty, and virtu·e-in that order be it noted. 
The fourth wrars such an unfamiliar character to us, in the Europe 
of to-day, that it hRB misled the learned translator of the Grihya 
Sntras, who takes 611ddlairt2ptuilalaksl&ana to mean, not " intelligence, 
beauty, virtue, and lucky mllTks on her body," but" the characteris
tics of intelligence, beauty, and moral conduct.'' The transl,tion 
is not very intelligible, and it obscures the sense of what folfows. 
For Aevalayana. goPs on IV.-" The lucky marks are hard to read." 
Dr. Olden brr~ prefers the readinir, "Since the lucky marks are hard 
to read,'' connecting this rule with the one which follows. This is 
the interpretation of the Hindoo commentator. I follow StPnzler in 
rejecting the " since." The quaint proctdure which follows is not to 
take tho place of an enquir.v into the "intelligence, beauty, virtue 
and lucky marks ofthl' girl," but to be superadded. In the present 
rule Aavalayana is only giving a caution, which is echoed by Vatsya
yana, against attaching too much importance to marks that may 
deceive. V.-" Let him take eight clods of earth, and reciting over them 
the Terse' ritan& agre,' &c., say to the girl,' Take one ofthPse.'" VI.
" If she choose the piece that has been taken from a field that be11rs a 
double crop, let him know that her children will b.i rich in grain ; 
if a piPce fro:n the byre, rich in cattle; if from the defJri1 on the 
altar, rich in piety ; if from a lake that uPver dril'B up, rich in all 
things ; if from the gaming-ground, 11ddicted to gnmbling ; if from a 
pince where four roads meet, addicted to wandering; if from barren 
land, barren : i( from the burning ground, a dPath to their husbands." 

The commentator, Gargya, ~•vs that the three last adjectives refer 
to the woman herself, but there i!I nothing in the text to jnstifiy this. 
Oldenberg's construction, according to which the last adjective only 
refers to the woman, is not supported by anyl.hing either iu the cut 
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'" the commentary. It seems to me that the ordeal baa reference 
only to the kind of children the woman is likely to bring forth-her 
vwa horoscope hu hten alnady read-and that the three last adjec
ti'VH mun that 1he will bring mrth wanto11, harre~ or murderoua 
uagbters. 

XI\t.-" The wooer's party will he uked to bathe, and so forth. 
They 11hoald aay •All that will come later.' They ahould not that 
day accept such attentions." 

XV.-" Or let him woo according to the cnstom of the cou11try, ud 
then marry in one of the ways approved of ia the Scriptues. Here 
-ends the chapter on wooing." 

At the end of his chapter oa wooing Vatsyayana 11a.otes some old 
wnes-

" Social games, such aa, for example, filling up • 6owt1 rimu,' 
marriages, aad intercourse generall,y, should he with a man's equals, 
not with those either above him or below him. 

"A man marries above him when he marries a girl only to be 
treated by her and her friends as a servant ever afterwards; no ma11 
of apirit will do that.'' 

" He marries below him when he and his people lord it over the 
girl, that is a had marriage, it too is ceasured by the good.'' 

" Where the love between husband and wife adds lustre to both, 
•nd is a seurce of joy to both families, that is the enly marriage 
which is tpproved.'' 

" Let a man if he will m11rry above him, and walk h11mbly &Mong his 
wife's relations ever afterwuds ; but on no account let him do, what 
•ll ir;ood men disapprove ofl marry beneath him." 

This chapter, which I have given in f11ll. treat1 of the 11s11al preli. 
tninaries to marriage in the ordinary oase, where the man selects the 
ir;irl of his choice, but leaves it to go-betweens to arrange the match. 
Vatayayana proceed• to speak of case1 where, for one reason or 
11aother, this is not found practicable. A poor man, however excel· 
lent, a man who has all other virtttes, but is of mean birth, a rich man, 
if he be a aeighhour (this is noteworthy: the oommentary refers it to 
the qaarrels that are certain to come if the families to be connected 
"Y ra11rriage live near each other !), a man who is not his own master, 
•;ad one or two others, need not hope for a favo11rable answer to any 
deputation they may aend. They are accordingly enjoined to woo 
•he girls for themselves. They get minule directiona how ~ do thi•• 

lO 
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and are in the end warned that, however great their success may be. 
they must not expect their lady to confess her love. "For a.11 the 
world knows that a girl, however much she may be in love, will not 
her1elf Blake any overtures to the man." Accordingly he must be 
quick to read the signs by which she will betray her pa&Sion. I must 
pus these over. There i11 much of the "touch of nature" in 
them. it ought, for example, to interest the sufferer of the present 
day to know that Vatsyayaua held that the girl might be taken to be 
yielding if it was found that she could not look her lover in the face, 
and waa pttt out when he looked at her, if she liked to be in his com
pany, and made his friends her friends, if she gave him the ftower 
from her hair, and made a point of wearing the flowers he sent her. 

The state of society described in the Kama.sutra is, as was to be 
npected, reflected in the literature. I propose to close this paper 
with an illustration of this. It is taken from Dandin's " Dasakumara
charita," a work written, so far ns I can judge, in the ninth or tenth 
century. It would take me too far to show in detail how closely Dan
din, in the extrncta I am about to make, follows the Knmaautra. I 
will a.ak you to believe that the references are frequent and obvious. 
To give one ell&mple only, Vatayayana lays it down that a good wife 
will waste nothing, use even the chaff of rice 11s polishing stuff. You 
will see how this comes out in the tale of how Saktikumara chose a 
wife. In the story .Mitragupta, one of the ten princes who give the 
book its name, has fallen into the hands of a goblin, who puts four 
questions to him, and aasures him that if he does not answer 
them. he will be eaten. One of the questions is, "What is the most 
pleasing and at the same time the most profitable possession of a 
' householder' ? " Mitragupta answers, •• A good wife," and in sup
port of his answer he tells the story of Gomini :-

•• In the country of the Dravida.a there is a town called Kanchi. A 
young merchant, by name Saktikumara, lived there, who was worth 
many crores. Ile, being eighteen years of age, fell a thinking. 'The 
man who hna no wife, and the man who has a wife thnt does not suit 
him, are neither of them happy. How am I to find a good wife?' 
It seemed to him that if he took a wife on the report of others it 
must be a mere chance whether he made a happy marriage or not. 
Accordingly he disguised himself as nn astrologer, and wandered from 
town to town with a small parcel of rice tied up in the end of his 
garment. All the people who had girls to marry brought them to 



COURrSHTP IN ANCIENT INDIA. 119 

him, believing thRt he, as 11n astrologer, coulJ read their fortunes 
from their appearance and the marks on their bodies. Whenever 
be saw a girl of his own caste, with the proper feature• and 
marks, he would aay to her •'My good girl, could you make me o. 
dinner out of this handful of rice!' From house to house he wa1 
laughed away with scorn. In the course of his wanderings he came to 
8 tBwn on the bank of the Kaveri river, in the country of the Sibis. 
There he B&W a girl, with hardly any ornaments on, who was 
shown to him by her foster-mother. She had lost with her father 
and mother all her fortune, and her house was poverty·stricken. 
But his eye clave to her. And he said to himself (I spare the 
Society and myself the inventory of female charms which followa, 
noting only that it is closely modelled on our book) 'A form like 
this cannot give the lie to her dispoeition. And my heRrt cleaves to 

this girl. Still I mnst put her to the tt>st before I maJTy her, For 
he who acts without reflection, bu many occasions to be·sorry after
wards.' Accordingly, with a kindly smile, he •aid to her : ' My good 
girl, do you think you could make me a dinner, with all the usual 
accompaniments, out of this handful of rice ?' She made a sign to the 
old nurse, who took the rice ont of his hand, washed his feet, and 
made him 1it down on a terrace that had been well wB.Bhed and rubbed 
with cow-dong. While the nurse was doing this the girl dried the 
rice for a little in the sun, turning the heap over every now Rod then. 
When it was sufficiently dry, she beat it gently with a hollow rod so 
as to separate the grain from the husk. Then she said to the nurse, 
'Mother, take these husks to the goldsmith&, who use them for bur
nishing their ornament!!, and with the cowries you get for them bring 
some pieces of wood. See that they are hard, and neither too moist nor 
too dry at the heart. Buy also an earthen cooking pot so big, and two 
drinking vessel&.' When· she hall arranged for this she put the rice into 
a mortar ofkekhubha wood, which was neither too deep nor too shallow, 
and which bulged out in the middle. With a long heavy pestle of 
khadira wood, bound at the head with iroo,and sloping a little inwardly 
at the middle, she pounded the rice, gracefully exercising her arm with 
the up and down stroke, and every now and then with the fingers of 
her other hand sifting the rice. Next she winnowed the rice of all 
impurities,wuhed it more than once in water, and, after due worship 
paid to the hearth, [she threw a little rice iu the fire! •he put thr 
rice into five times its owu quantity of IJoiliog water. When the rice 



120 COURTSHIP IN ANCIENT INDIA. 

aoftened, and leapt in the pot, the moment it was past the eoudition of 
buds on a tree, she lt1eent'd the fire, and putting a cover on the pot, 
iilted it over, and drew oft' the wat~r. Then she stirred the rice for a 
little, ind when the whole of it was eqoRlly well cooked, she took the 
pot off the fire, and set it down face do.vnwards. The wood was still 
aouod at the core : she poured water on it,· and ntioguishiog the fire. 
made charcoal. This she sent to the du~ers in that articlt'. bidding 
the nurse bring, with the cowries got for it, vegetables, ghee, curds. 
oil, an amala berry and a tamarind, as much as she could get. With 
these she made two or three relishes. The rice water had all this time 
been standing in a new jug, round which earth kept moist had been 
heaped. She gently fanned it with a palm leaf. She put salt in, and 
perfumed it by exposing it to the smoke of burning charcoal. Next 
she polished the amala berry and &voured it with a lotus. And now 
ahe bade him, by the mouth of her nurse, bathe. She herself bathed 
and made herself clean, and was ready to hand him the oil and am11la 
berry in due order. After hie bath he mounted a bench on the clean 
dry terrace. and fell to wiping the drinking vesaels, which, with a 
little water in them, she had placed before him on a pale green leaf 
from the plantain tree in the court of her house, which she bad been 
careful io cut so ae to leave the joint and a quarter of the leaf on the 
tree. She gave him first the drink tahe had prepared. He drank and 
forgot his weariness : his heart rejoiced and the wat.er moistened every 
limb. Theo she gave him two spoonfi.ls of the rice water, a little 
butter, dall, and one of her relishes. The rest of the rice she made 
him eat with the curds, cardamoms, green stntJ, and cool and 
fragrant buttermilk and rice water. He was satisfied, and there 
was food over. He called (or water. She poured into a platter 
for him water from a new jar fragrant with aloe, the patala and the 
lotus ftowers. Be put his mouth to the platter; the pattering 
drops cold as snow made his eyes redden and his eyelids curve, the 
aound of the falling stream gladdened his ears, his cheeks roughened aa 
the pile on them rose to the pleasure of the cold touch, his nostrils 
opened wide to take in the rush of perfume, hia tongue revelled in the 
1weetneBS of the draught : he drunk the clear bright water till he waa 
full up to the throat. He shook his head for her to stop, when from 
another vessel she gave him water to rinse his mouth. The nurse 
took away the remains of the dinner, and he, spreading his garments 
on the clean 8oor, lay down for a little. He wu 1&tisfied, and 
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married her according to law. Some time afterward•, showing in that 
little regard for her, he took a rlancing girl into his hatem. She waited 
on her as a friend. Her hU8band she se"ed continuously as her god, 
She fully discharged all her household duties. By an ocean of cour
tesy 1he attached her hu1band's kinsfolk to aer. En1Iaved by her 
meritl Saktikumara put her in t'harge of all hie boase, and made ber 
lord of his life and body. In her he found the three things men 
deaire-religion, wealth, and plea1ure. Said l not well that a good 
wife is her husband's choicest treasure P" 
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ABT. XI.-Oarlyle's hithertO "npubluhed Lectures on fke 
periods of European Ovlture, aa preserved in the Amtey 
MS., in the poBBession of the Society. Pa,.t. I. By R. p. 
KunRu, EsQ. 

[Bead, 3lss August 1891.] 

When our Honorary Secretary, whose brief tenure of office has 
already been signalised by the re-discovery, as I may term it, of our 
valuable Dante MS., by tire tracing and settling of the history of our 
Assyrian Relics and lns~riptioua,. whose decipherment promises to 
throw some new light on ancient Assyrian history, and the order that 
has been slowly evolved out of the chaotic mass of geological specimens 
in our Museum, requested me to- write a paper on another precious 
literary MS. in our possession, I hesitated a good deal before I consented. 
For what, I thought, has an Asiatic Society to do with Carlyle and 
the periods of European Culture 1 But I was encouraged by the fact 
that only la.st year our Asiatic Society had shown its readiness to 
listen to a. valuable paper by Mr. Macdonell on Dante, a subject 
equally, if not further removed from the aims of an Oriental Society. 
Nay, to judge from the unusually large attendance of members on that 
occasion, it seemed that the Society liked auch papers better than 
other purely Oriental ones. Therefore I hoped·that the indulgence 
which was granted to Dante might be extended to Carlyle, especially 
as the words, spoken by him more than bRlf a centut"y ago, are here 
given out to the world almost for the first time since they were uttered, 
Nor are some parts of his lectures so very removed from our 
lrgitimate province. What he say.• about Belief o.nd Unbelief, for 
example, a.t great length and from different points of view, is applicable 
to the East as well a.s to the West. Again his sympathetic manner 
of looking at old and worn-out creeds like those of the ancient Greeks 
and Romans, and his vindication of the sincerity of these peoples from 
the charges of quackery and falsehood, should be very instructive to 
those who treat the ancient though by no meana worn-out creeds of 
India and the Ea.at. 

The immediate occasion of Carlyle mounting the platform and gi,ing 
lectures to o. ' do.ndiacal ' audience, against whom he had inveighed 
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in B•rtor, ..... bis straitened pecuniary circumatancea Bil object was, 

111 be himself says in these lectures of Shakespeare, ' to gather a little 
money, for be was very Dect.'aitoaa.' Thus it wu bil poverty 
eonsented not his will. Though by the year 1838 he had done 
some o( bia beat work, wriUen Sartor, which is now the moat widely 
read o( bia works (Dr. Smiles, Mnaoir ef M•rray, VoL II., p. 325), 
and just finillhed his grand epic o( the French Revolntioo, besides 
having written ao111e of hia beat shorter euaya, Carlyle h~ not 
yet emerged into fame. The va.at public which later on learnt to 
admire bis writings, in spite of their superficial unconthness and re
pulsiveneH, hAd not yet arisen. He had yet to educate and almost to 
create the pllhlic taste to appreciate hia works. His books therefore 
could either ind no publisher at al~ or, i( published, bring him no 
profit whatever. He was, u a consequence, in constant dread of 
misery and ruin. But amidst this gleom of darknesa there was one ray 
of hope. A prophet has proverbially no honour in hia own country. But 
beyond the Atlantic, in the new home which his countrymen h11d found 
for their shattered liberties, they showed greater discernment. 
wrlyle waa honoured there as a rieing great teacher. The Americau 
could appreciate the philosophy of Herr Teufeladr0ch, and, what 
wu of more vital importance, could pay in b11rd dollara for it, 
much earlier than the British Philistine. Moreover, he had kind 
friends there especially, the Emersona, who would willingly do every
thing for him. So Carlyle almost resolved to have aothiog more 
to do with the Old England that had treated him so harshly, and to 
start for New nod kinder England,-•to buy a riie and spade, and 
withdraw to the Transatlantic Wildernesa, far from human beggariea 
and basenesses,' as he himself put it vigorously. (Reminiscences ed. 
Froude, Vol, JI., p. 180.) Thus his country was about to lose 
him just at the time when he had reached the maturity o( his 
powers. Some keen-sighted friends, who knew what a loss and a 
shame it would be to let such a man go, resolved to keep him back 
still. It was known that he was going to America in response to an 
invitation to lecture there. So these frienda, chief among whom waa 
Harriet Martineau and the Wilsons, prevailed upon him to remain and 
lecture at home. 

Carlyle had a great horror of monnting the platform, and hated thil 
kind of work. "The excitement oflecty.riog," says Mr. Fronde, whose 
Life of his greai m&1ter, ii worthy to rank by the side of Boawell and 
1 0 
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Lnckhart, Carlyle's c:iwn Sterli"!J and Slt<leorge Trenlyan1 11 MacatdaJ 
u one of the very beat hiog-r•phin in aay literature, "BO elenting and 
egreeable to m011t men, aeemed to dep~ and irritate him." (Life 
t11 Lonll, Vol. I., p. l88.) An obser'\'el') Sir G1lorge Pollock, who 
'1ad ja11t then been called to the bar, write11 of' Carlyle in the agony of 
lecturing with 6rmHt moat'h, painful eyes, and hia hands oonvulsiYely 
grasped, suffering as Ollle might fancy an Indian would at the stake I)) 
(Prnonal Reminiaeencea, Vol I., 17'.) Carlyle himself writes to 
·Emerson : "I shall be in the agonies of lecturing! Ah :ne ! Often when 
I think of the matter how my one 11ele wish i1 to be left to hotd 
my toague, and hy what bayonets of Necesaity clapt to my back, 
l am driven to that lecture-room, and in what mood, and ordered to 
speak or die, I feel u if my only utterance 11hould be a ftood of teal'll 
tuld blubbering! But that, c~rly will not do. Theo, again, I think 
it is perhap11 better SOl who know1 ?" (Correspondence of Carlyle and 
Emerson. ed. Prof, Norton, Vol, I., p. IM.) It wu better ao, and be. 
'!fas penuaded in the end, ' Detestable mixture of prophecy and play 
•ctoriam, u I sorrowfully defined it,' he grumbles ; ' nothlag could 
well he hatefuller to me ; but I wu obliged, And she, oh she w11a my 
ange~ and unwearied helper and comforter in all that ; how we drove 
together, we poor two, to our place ot' execution ; she with a little 
drop of \randy to give me as the ve'ty lut l and shone round me like 
• bright aureola, whea all elae was black and chaos f' (Remlniacences 
ed. 1''roude, Vol. II., p, 187 .) Mi11 Martineau got together ahout 200 
friends who consentetl to listen to him diacousiog on German literature, 
his favoarite subject. Thi! wu the ft.rat course of lectures, and it proved 
a succe111, though Henry Taylor, who was present at the fir11t lecture, had 
.:ugured tttherwiae. Writing to Miss FeRwick on May 6, 1837, he 
•y• t •Be wu nervo11a in the extr.eme i~omoeh that he told me 
11othing llut the determination not to he &eaten could have brought 
him through the frat lrcture. Nervous difficulties take much 
of course from the effect, which they might otherwise have; but I 
doubt whether under any circamstance~ he would have much charm 
for a fashionable London aaditory. He wants all the arts and dex
terities which might propitiate them. But· though I fear he bu no 
chance of much success, I think his naivtte and the occuional 
911tbreab of his geain11 and apirit will save him from being oomidered 
u a sigaal failure. Bia nervousness makes me dreadfully ne"oua in 
liatening to him, BO that I find the greatest relief when he ia done.' 
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(f'orrespondence of Henry Taylor ed. Dr, Dowden, p. 81.) Carlyle 
did not write out his lecture!!, but inaiated on ipeaking to his audience. 
As it don not appear that this course was reported in full, it 
setms to be now lost. 

Eocnnraged by this succe88, his friends got up a seeond coul'9e. 
It was to be 011 the periods of European Culture. The lectures 
were to be hnlve in number, the subscription for each ticket 
being two guineas, They were delivered in 17, Edward Strett, 
Port:nan Square, during the months of April, May and June, 
1838. The first lecture was given on Monday, April 30, and 
the rest on the succeeding Mondays and Fridays of each week. 
The portrait which Caroline Fox ha& drawn two yean later of Carlyle 
as he appeared while lecturing is graphic and may be given here: 
"Carlyle soon appeared and looked R8 if he felt a well-dressed London 
audience scarcely the arena for him to figure in as popular, lecturer. 
He is 1t tall, robust-looking man; rugged eimplicity and indomitable 
strl'ngth are in bis face, and such a glow of genius in it--not always 
smoult.ltriog there, but flashing from his beautiful grey eyes, from 
the remoteness of their deep setting under that massive brow. His 
n1anner is very quiet, but he speaks like one tremendously convinced 
of what he uttl'rs, and who h11d much-very much-in him that was 
quite unutternble, quite unfit to be uttered to the uninitiated t'ar ; and 
when the Englishman's sense of beauty or truth ei:hibittd itself in 
vociferous cheers, he would impatiently, almost contemptuously, wave 
his hand, as if that were not the sort of homage which Truth 
demanded. He began in a rather low nervous voice with a broad 
Scotch accent, but it sc.oo grew firm and shrank not abashed from its 
great task." (JournRls and Letters, Vol. I., p. 152.) Monckton 
Milne!!, afterwards Lord Houghton, too, was favourably impressed. 
•The most notable thinp;s in your way,' wrote he to Aubrey de Vere 
in 1838, •have been Carlyle's Lrcturl'S; they ha,·e been perhaps more 
interesting than anytl1ing else, as all picturesque history must be, and 
he talks as graphically RS his "French Revolution." His personality 
is most attr11ctive. There he stands, simple as a child, aud his happy 
thought dances on his lips and in his eyes, and takea word and 
goes away, and he bids it God-speed, whatever it be.' (Life of 
LO'l'd H<n1gll.ton by Mr. Wemyss Reid, Vol. I., p. 220.) But Carlyle 
struck another observer quite differently. George Ticknor, the Ame
rican historian of Spanish literotnre, was in London while Carlyle was 

17 
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delivering his second course or lectures, and be thus writes of him in 
his journal: "Be i1 " ntber 1mall, 1parr, ugly Scotchman, with a 
strong accent, which I ebould think be takee no pain1 to mitig11te. 
His mannen are plain and simple, bnt not poliahed, and bi1 conver
!Rtion much of the &e't'ere !\Ort. To-day he spoke, aa I think he 
commonly doe1, without notes, and therefore u nearly extempore u a 
man can who prepuea himaetr carefully, 111 it we plain he bad done. 
He wu impreasive, I think, thongh inch lecturing could not well be 

·vrry popular, and in aome parta, if not poetical, he waa pictur-
esque. He wu nowhere obacure, nor were hi1 sentences utificially 
constructf'd, though eome of them no donbt suoured of hia 
peculiar manner.'' (Life of Tici:1K1r, Vol. 11., p. 180.) "This 
time," sRya Mr. Froude, "he succeeded brilliantly, far better than 
on his fint experiment." The money result wu nearly £300 
after all ei:pen1ea had been paid,-a great bleaaing, u Carlyle aaid, 
to a man that had been haunted by the equalid apectre or brg· 
ga.ry. But a greater bleasing wu that il had a gre11t influence ou 
mnhy men who ban eince become fii.mous. Frederic Deniaon Maurir.e, 
another great •guide of Engliab thought in matters of faith ' in this 
century, uid that' he bad been more edified by Carlyle's Lecture• of 
1838 than by anything be bad be1trd for a long while, and Lhat he h11d 
thl'n the greatest reverence for Carlyle. (Life of Maurice by bia Son, 
Vol. I., p. 251.) 

As to his method of lectnring it appeRn that Carlyle usually brought 
some notes with him to the lecture-room, but never used them. Miu 
Kate Perry, writing to Sir Henry TRylor in 1882 about her reminis
cences of Carlyle's Lectures of 1840, says: " I remembt'r Jrony 
imitating him very funnily when looking at bis notes. After bis 
hour was over, he aaid : • I find I han been talking to you all for one 
hour and twenty minutes, and not eaid Ollt word of what ia down on 
this sheet of paper, the subject-matter of our lecture to.dny. I ask 
your indulgenoe, though you have good right not to give it to me, so 
good morning.' I dare say you were alao present at that lrctore, and 
rememhl'r the amusement it caused." (Correspondence of Sir B. 
TRylor ed. Dowden, p. -'00.) The preaent course, too, wu not 
written out, but 1trictly spoken though he bad prepared himself 
carefully for it, especially the Greek and Roman part& "Classics," 
u Mr. Fronde Hya, "are not the strong point of an Edinburgh 
education, and the little he had learnt there wu rusty." So he bad to 
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read np bis classic& for the fi.rr,t three lecturea. The lectures were briefly 
reported in the Ezami'lltr by Leigh Hunt, who, a1 Dr. Granett truly 
11ty1, is always forgetting the reporter in the critic. Thns with the 
exception of this short notice of Hunt, the conne wu 1upposed to 
have been lost. "It must ever be a BOurce of regret," says Mr. Wylie, 
in his 'Life of Carlyle,' " to the students of Carlyle's writings that, 
while the reporters of the Loudon Pre11 were, in that summer of 1838, 
b1tsy preserving every word of the orations of men who are already 
forgotten, this poor fragment is all that haa come down to us of a 
seriei; of lecturPs which would have 1brown so much light on the 
story of Carlyle'11 spiritual life" (p. 169). 

But 1ince this was written Dr. Dowden bu published in the 
Ninetee'lllk Century (May 1881) some e:stracts from a note-boolr. 
containing a report Qf the lectures. Dr. Dowden's report, how
ever, to judge from the extracts he has given, is, u Dr. Garnett 
Mys, a blundering one, and he has omitted many characteristic 
passagPB. Our MS., though like Dr. Dowden's, it wants one 
lrcture, vis., the ninth, ia very 11ccur11te and hu no other omiuions 
like those in the latter. This omiuion of the ninth Lecture, which 
was on French Scepticism, is not, I think, a serious one. For 
Carlyle himself notes in his Journal: 'On Voltaire and French 
Scepticism i1 the worst, as I compute, of all. On the day I was 
stupid and sick beyond espreuion ; also I did not liA:e the man, 
a fatal circumstance of itself, I had to hover vague on the eurface. 
The people seemed content enough. I myselffelt sincerely disgusted· 
That is the word.' (Froude, I., 137.) Moreover, there is an 
ncellent 1ummary of this lecture at the beginning of the tenth. 
On collating all the ntracts given by Dr. Dowden with the correspond
ing pasaages in our MS., I hue found that the reading of the latter is in 
every c1tse superior, and is free from the blunders of the former. 
In a passage in the first lectil re th~ Dowden MS. has this sentence: 
"Their first feature was wha. we may call the central feature of all 
others ezi•ting fltlum.ence.' Ezi1ti11g clearly give• no senae, and 
Dr. Dowden, suepecting this, baa conjectured ez/aa•1ti'l&g. But our 
MS. has ezciti•g 11e/&e1Me11ce, which i1 lhe apposite epithet. A 
litlle further there is this : "The sun of Poetry stared upon him." 
We have 1.\0111 instead of •laretl, which ii much better. In the ai:ith 
leoture, speaking of the great favour, which Calderon has with the 
Germani, he says: "But I auapect that there ie .ery much of forced 

1 D * 
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t11~le in this." Both MSS. give" forced taste," bot in our MS. thc·re is 
a m11rgioal note which eays that this was not the npre3sion usPd, 
''but I suppoee it was the meaning of a technical word, which J did 
not catch.'' In the tenth lecture there is a ludicrous mistake in the 
Dowden :MS. '' lo spite af early training I nner do see sorites of 
logic hanging together, put in regular order, but le onclude that it is 
going to end in some niaiaerie, in 110me miserable delusion." Thi~ is 
our reading. But the Dowden MS. has measure, the reading eTidently 
of an ignorant transcriber, instead of the French word niairerie, 
which is, of course, the only appropriate one in the place. In 
the eleventh lecture there is this sentence in the Dow1len 
MS.: "It was the primnal feeling of nature they cnme to crush 
but • • rallied." Dr. Dowden says that there is a word omitted 
in his MS., and he conjectures "the spirit of 'France rallied." But 
our MS. has the full sentence, " It was the primev11l feeling of mtture 
they came to crush, and round it the old spirit of fanatici~m hail 
rallied." Towards the close of the third lecture, the Dowden MS. 
omits a •no' in a sentence and thus makes it illogicAl. ' It WAS gi,·en 
to Tacitus to see M deeper into the matter than oppeaTI! from the 
above account of it.' The no is in our M~. In the first lecture, 
instead of• faculty' which is in our MS. ancl ia the proper word, the 
other hRs •facility.' Tlirse are only the more prominent discrepancies. 
I hRVe noted m1tny i:nore of a lesi 1erious nature. They all pro,·e our 
l\l.5. to be snperior and more accor11te ; and, as far as can be jurli;rd, a 
correct and full report of Carlyle's famous lectures. 

A few words now about the writer of thl' MS., who has pre11nvc-d 
these lectures for the world. The audience which attended his 
lrctures ia thus described by Jane Welsh Carlyle. 'In quality the 
11udience is un1urpasaable; there are wo1nen so beautiful and intelli· 
gent that they look like emancipations from the moon; and men 
whose faces are hi1tories in which one may reRd with ever new 
interrst.' (Letters and Memorial1 ed. Froudr, Vol. I., p. 93.) Carlyle 
himself in one of hia letters to his mother, writes : " My audience 
was supposed to be the beat, for rank, be1tuty, and intelligence, 
ever collected in London. I had bonnie braw dames, Ladies thi~, 

La1lies that, though I dued not look at them for fear thPy should 
put me out. I had old men of foorsco~r; men middle-aged. with 
fine steel-grey beards; young men of the Uninrsities, of the law 
profession, all sitting quite mum there, and the Annandale Toice golly· 
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Ing at them.'' (Froude, Life ;n London, Vol. I., p. 140.) Amongtheae 
last, mentioned by Ciulyle, was a young man who afterwards livtd to 
achieve a great 11uccess in bis profeesion, as well as some in politics, in 
two continents, Mr. Thomu .\nstey was studying law at about this 
time in London and w11s this year called to the hu. It 11peaka much 
about hie critical cliscrimim1tion 11nd fore11ight that be should hue beru 

11t so much pains to have a full ~Pport of thrse lectuns for hi11 private 
use, at a time when Cnrlyle was not much known bf'yond the little circle 
of his personal friends. Later on, taking notes of C11rlylt•'s lectures be
cnme it sePms fashionable, among ladiP.s especi111l~·. as Caroline Fo:a: 
reror1ls in her Journal, April 19, 1841, that• Sterling spoke of ladirs 
taking notes at Cnrlyle's lectures of dates, not tbocghts, and these all 
wrong.' (op. ci't. Vol. J., p. 230.) Mr. Anstey hna presPned 11)10 his 
ticket of 11dmi!~ion to the course, whir.h i11 !ligned by C1trlyle him.elf, 
and is numbered f4. It is pastPd 011 the in~ide of the cover of the MS. 
Whf'n Anstey'11 Te.st library wa.s dispersed Rt his death in 1873, our 
Society bought this MS. amongother VRluable books. And we 011·e it 
to 1he excellent judgment of our then Honornry Secretary, the late 
Mr. James T11ylor, thnt 11·e pos~ess this prf'cioua MS. of lectures, 
who~e supposed loss has been lamented by studl'uts of Carlyle. 

The method "hich hns been followrd in the treatment of the MS. 
is something like that which C11rlyle has himself graphically 
described in one of his Essays. "You go through his writings and 
1111 other writing•, where hP or his pursuits 11re treated of, and whPre
ever you find a pass11ge with his namP in it, you cut it out, and carry 
it away. In ·thi~ m11nner a mass of materials i11 collected, and the 
building now proceeds apace. Stone is lnid on the top of stone, 
a trowel or two of biographic mortar, if perfectly com·euient, being 
spread in here and there, by way of ceml'nt ; and so the strange 
pile suddenly arises; amorphous, pointing every way but to the 
zenith, here a block of gra.nitl', there a mass of pipeclay ; till the 
whole finishes, when the materi11ls a.re finished I" (M;1cella11r'es, Vol. 
I., p. 3.) Such a thing therefore will be the following paper. The 
11ole object is to gi,·e 11ome idea of the wealth of matter and 
manner cootaine<l in these lectures. Typical pa.s1Kge11 will tl1erefore be 
quoted in full. As Dr. Garnett say11, tbe~e Lectureacontaio •Carlyle's 
opinions on a number of topics not el11ewhere treated by him,' l'are 
will be taken to present such. On the whole, there will be little of my 
own, and I shall achien my object if I earn Charles 11.'s famoua 
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compliment to Godolphin of being never in the way and never 
out of it, 

Carlyle commenres his course with a few introductory words on 
the greatneH and dignity of Li1erature and on the import11m:e of treat
ing literary hi!tory, th11t ia, the record of what men have thought, be
fore political history, the narration of what they have done. "It 
muat surely be au interesting occupation to follow the 1tream gf mind 
from the period at which the first great spirits of our Western World 

·wrote and ftourished, down to these timea, Be who would punue the 
inveatigation, however, must commence by inquiring 1that it was these 
men thought, before he enquires what they did, for after all they were 
solely remarkable for Mind, Thought, Opinion,-opinion which 
clothed itself in Action. And their opinions have survived in their 
booka. A Book affords matter for deep meditation. Upon the 
ahehea books Beem queer, insignificant things-but in reality there is 
nothing so important a& a book is. It etirs up the minds of men long 
after the anthor baa sunk into the grave and continues to enrt its 
corresponding influence for ages. Authors, unlike heroes, therefore, 
do not need to be illuminated by othe1'9, they are themselves luminous. 
This thought that Wft8 produced to-day,-the pamphlet that was 
published to-d11y, are only as it were reprinta of thoughts that hal"e 
circulated ever sinoe the world began. And we are interested in its 
history for the thought is alive with us, and it lives when we are 
dead." It may be noted that later on, at the close of the fourth 
lecture, Carlyle, in a p&Bsage seemingly-but seemingly anly-cou
tradictory to thill, places noble action above el"en noble utterancp 
through books. Speaking of the comtempt with which the medieval 
warriors looked upon the art of writing, he says 1 " Thoush writing 
i1 oae of the noblest utterances, for speech is so,-tbere are other 
W.ya besides that of expressing one' a self; and to lead a Heroic life 
is, perhaps, on the whole, a grrater thing to do than to write a 
Heroic Poem • • Actions only will be found to have been pre
served when writers aTe forgotten. Homer will ooe day be swallowed 
up in Time, and 110 will all the greatest writers that bat'e ever lived ; 
and comparatinly tbi11 i11 tery little matter. But actions will not 
be destroyed ; their influence must live : good or bad, they will live 
through Eternity, (or the weal or woe of the doer! In partkular 
the good e.ctions will flow on in the course of time, unsren perhaps, 
but just u a vein of water flowing undergl'Ound, bidden in general, 
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but at intervals breaking out to the eurface in many a well for the 
refreehmeot of men I " No one need blame Carlyle for thue diaeent
ing from the famoue view of Aristotle, in order to agree with Bacon 
in preferrinit an active to a contemplative life. 

Carlyle hu no sympathy with those who would frame a theory for 
ei:plaini&g every fact in the politic11l, eocial, aa well as literary world. 
Though he later on adopted what Mr. Herbert Spencer 11arcastically 
e11lls the " great man theory," though be ia capable of saying the 
•' history of the world i11 but the Biographies of great men" (Heroe1, 
JI· I), 11nd though he may be 11aid to have written his greatest and 
most laborious works to illustrate this cardinal theory which runs like a 
fine threRd throuich all his teaching, yet at the outset of these lectures, 
he refusce to frame any theory about the history of European culture. 
Indeed, eomewhat strangely, he says that such theories are almost 
imposeible, not only in tho preeeot subject bnt almoat everywhere else 
in human things. "There is very great difficulty in reducing this 
gener11tion of thought to a perfect theory, RB indeed thl're is with 
everything else, except perhaps the etars only, and even they are not 
reduced to tl1eory,-not perfectly at ll'aat,-for although the aola.r 
system ie quite eet11bli1hed aa such, it seems doubtful whether it does 
not in its turn revolve round other aolar systems; and so any theory 
is in fact only imperfect. This phenomenon therefore is not to be 
theorised oo," It is to be wished that these wise words had been 
borne in mind by another historian of the same subject as thia of 
Carlyle, Dr. Draper, whose "History of the Intellectual Development 
of Europe" iB thoroughly vitiated by his absurd•• physiological theory" 
that the progress of society resembles that of a human being from 
childhood to old age. Emer&oo, whose lectures on Buman culture were 
dl'liverl'd in Boston at about the same time as hi11 friend Carlyle's, 
and were, as Carlyle himself noted, 'on the very subjl'ct I am to dis
couree upon here in May coming,' treated the subject in the light of 
a curious theory of bis own. Culture, according to him, is the unfold
ing of a man's potentialities, a.ad is a di11cipliDe so universal aa to 
demon1trate that DO put of a man is made in vain. And he demon
strated this in succeBBive lectures oD the hands, the head, the eye and 
ear, the heart, etc. (of, Memoir of Emerson, by J, E. Cabot, Vol. I., 
p.322, Vol. II., 351). In spite however ofhis disclaimer, Carlyle too 
ha a theory in thl'se lectures or rather a central idea, which rune 
through them all aud connects the wholr. With him belief and 
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· fAith is the one thing needful in human Rffairs, and disbelief and doubt 
the cancer of the mind eating all life and vigour out of it and paralyz
ing its activity. He judges periods and nations by this standard, and 
according as belief or doubt prevaill', be praises or condemus them. 
In the history of European culture he vi1:ws the steady progress of 
belief retarded al; certain points by periods of doubt and unbelief. 
A su.ccession of faiths runs through all the ages from the earliest times 
to the nineteenth century, with intervals of scepticism between them 
at certain periods. In the early times there prevailed the faiths of 
Greece and Rome. These were followed by the Christian faith, afte'r 
a short reign of scepticism under Pyrrho, Sextus Empiricus and 
Seneca. The Christian faith had continued to rule for a long time 
till it was serio11~ly checked by the scepticism of the eighteent.h 
century, represented by Hume in England, Voltaire in France, and 
the eKrly writings of Goethe, especially his Wertli.t!r in Germany. 
This again was fol101ved by the rtvivRl of faith in the beginning 
of the nineteenth century, faith not exactly Christian, but a con!i
derRbly modified form of it, of which Goethe was the herald on the 
continent. Carlyle has divided his course into fonr periods accord
ingly, corrl'sponding to these suctessions of faith. The first period 
treattd in three lectures is taken up with Greece and Rome, th~ir 

Pagan faith as well a~ Pagrm scepticism. The second and long
est period, treated in 6ve ler.tures, treats of the Christian Faith Rnd 
its influence on culture in the four chief countries of Enrope: Italy, 
Spain, Germany and Englrmd. Fnmce has the chief place in the third 
period of scepticism, which interrupted and modified the course of the 
Christian Faith, Rnd is treRted in three lectures. The lHst period of 
the revival of faith in this century is treated Kt great length in a single 
closing lecture on l\fodern German literRture, especially Goethe and 
bis works. 

He begins the first period of European culture with the Greeks in 
whose history he traces three epochs, after the introduction of ci,i
lized arts into the country and the formation of societies. The 6rst 
is the siege of Troy, which happened in the 12th century B.C. The 
second was that of the Persian invuion, during which • their fate 
trembled in the iron scRle of destinay for while.' "It is a pity thHli 
during this time we have but little information as to the influence 
produced npon them by the aspect of their beautifnl country, its lofty 
mountains and fertile valleys, the gigantic trees which clothed the 
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summits and sides of their craggy precipices, and all so beautifully 
set oft' by the bright sky which was shining upon them ; as well as the 
means by which all this was ren~ered serviceable to them in the 
way• of daily life. It is only battles that are marked by historians, 
but 1ubjects like these are rarely noticed." Carlyle, it would thus 
seem, bas adopted the views of Montesquieu, whose great work, as ia 
well known, treatl of such influences upon history, views which have 
been carried to an absurd extreme by the late Mr. Buckle in his 
great historical fragment. The third epoch is that of Alexander the 
Great. Like the other two it also baa reference to the East. ''It was 
the Hower-time of Greece,-her history is as that of a tree from its 
sa1,ling state to its decline,-and at this period she developed an efflo
rescence of genius such aa no other country ever beheld. But it speedily 
ended in the shedding of her flowers and in her own decay. From that 
time she continued to fall and Greece has never again been such a! she 
then was. Europe was henceforth to develop herself on an independent 
footing, and it had been so ordered that Greece was to begin that. As 
to their peculi11t physiognomy among nations, they were in one respect 
an extremely interesting people, but in another unamiable and weak 
entirely. There is a remarkable similarity in character of the French 
to these Greeks. Their first feature was what we may call the centr11l 
feature of all others, exciting vehemence, not ex:actly strength, for there 
was no permanent coherence in it as in strength, but a eort of fiery im· 
petuosity or vehemence, never anywhere ao remarkable as among the 
Greeks, except among the French. But connected with this vehemence 
and the savageness to which it led, they had an extraordinary delicacy 
of taste and geni~s in them. They had a prompt dexterity in sE'izing the 
relations of objects, a beautiful and quick sense in perceiving the places 
in which the things lay all round the world which they had to work 
with; and which without being entirely admirable was in their own 
internal province highly useful. So the French, with their undeniable 
barrennese of genius, have yet in a remarkable manner the faculty of 
expressing themselves with precision and elegance, to so singular a 
degree th11t no ideas or inventions can possibly become popularised 1ill 
they are presented to the world by means of the French language.• 

• Of." The French are great indeed as cooks of everything, whether an 
idea or a lump of meat; they will mate something palatable of the poorest 
notion and the ha.rest bone," one of the sayings of Carlyle recorded by Lord 
Houghton in his Oommonplaoe Book, and now fint published in his Life by 
Mr. W. Reid, Vol. II., 479. 

18 
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'"Aod this is true of history and of . all things oow io the -.rorlJ 
of all philosophy, of. everything. else.. But in philosophy, poetry 
and all things, the Greek geniuB displayed itself with as curious 
a felicity as the French does in frivolous exercises. Singing 
or music was the central principle of the Greeks, not a subordinate 
one. And they were right, What is not musical is rough and herd 
and cannot be harmonised. Harmony is the essence of art and 
science. The mind moulds to itself the clay and makes it what it will. 
The Pela.sgic Architecture, which still subsists in ita huge walls of 
stones formed of immense 6olar1 piled one upon another, presents, I 
11m told now, at the distance of 3,000 years, the evidence of most magni
ficent symmetry and an eye to wbllt is beautiful. Their poems are 
equally admirable. Their statuary comprise still the highest things that 
we have to show for ourselves in that art. PhidiAs, for eJ:&mple, had 
the same spirit of harmony, and the matter of his art was obedient 
to him • • • This spirit of harmony operated directly in him, 
informing ali parts or his mind,-thence transferring itself into sta
tuary and seen with the eye and filling the hearts of all people. 
Thence Carlyle passes to consider the religion of the Greeks. Poly· 
theism at first sight seems an inextricable mass of confusions and 
delusions. But there was no doubt some meaning in it for the people. 
It may be explained in one of two ways: the first is that the fable 
w11s only an a.Uegory to expl11in the various relations or natural far.:ts, 
of spiritual facts and material ; and much learning has been expended 
on this theory, which ii called Hermenism .• Bacon himself wrote 
upon it in his treatise ' De Sapientia Veterum.' But Carlyle 
characteristically inclines to the other theory that their gods were 
simply their Kings and Heroes whom they afterwards deified. •Man 
is always venerable to man ; great men are r.ure to attract worship or 
reverence ih all ages, and in ancient times it is not wonderful that 
sometimes they were accounted as gods. For the most imaginative 
of us can scarcely conceive the feelings with which the earliest of 
the human species looked abroad on the world around them. At firat 
doubtless they regarded nothing but the gratifications of their wants, 
as in fact wild people do yet. But the man would soon begin to 
ask himself whence he wu, what were his flesh and blood, what he 

• Sic. in MB., but Anstey has him11elf queried it on the margin, u it is 
obvio111ly wrong. 
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himself wa9 who was not here a 1hort time ago, who will not be here 
much longer, but still existing a conscious indiridual in this immense 
universe. The theories so formed would be extremely extravagant, 
and little would suffice to shape this system into Polytheism. For it is 
really in my opinion a blasphemy against human nature to attribute 
the whole of the system to quackery and falsehood." 

Carlyle then defends their Divination, the grand nucleus round 
which Polytheism formed itself, the constituted core of the whole matter. 
He sees no quackery about it. On the contrary he sees a great deal of 
reason in their or11clu. If the divine who entered into the deep dark: 
chasm 11t Dodooa for iospir11tion, "was a man of devout frame of 
mintl, he must surely have then been in the best state of feeling 
for foreseeing the future aud giving advice to othen. No matter 
how this was carried, by divination or otherwise, so long 11 the 
individual suffered himself to be wrapt in onion with a higher 
being. I like to believe better of Greece than that she was 
completely at the mrrcy of fraud and falsehood in these matters." 
Surely this sympathetic way of inquiring into the past, entering i!:!to 
the minds and hl'arts of men of a distant age to think and feel as 
they thought and felt more than two thousand years ago, is much supe
rior to the supercilious manner of viewing and critici3iog the creeds and 
customs of 11Dcient times by importing our modern views into the di1-
tant and dim past. And this sympathetic manner, this trying to see 
good and wisdom in ancient custom&, to find out their true basis in 
aincerity and re11son in no way inferior to our own, if applied to the 
customs and creeds of our ancestors and of ancient India, would lead 
to much better results, would tend to .make WI much wiser than the 
oegati"e barren criticism of antiquity pursued with the vanity of ex
tolling our times at the expense of the past. But to return to Carlyle. 
This acquittal of Greece from the charge of fraud and falsehood and 
quackery in her ancient religions system is all the more emphatic, 
coming •• it does from such a bater of sham and quackery in every 
shape and guise as Carlyle. 'The Greeks discovered, iodeopedently 
of their idolatry, that truth which is in every man's heart, and to 
which no thinking man can refuse his assent, they recognised a 
destiny, a great dumb black power ruling during time, which knew 
nobody for its master, and in its decrees was as inflexible as adamant, 
and every one knew that it was there.' Such therefore was the Religion 
of the Greeks to whose Literature he pRsses in the second lecture. 
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The fint t.o be treated are the poems of Homer which Carlyle, 
quoting Joannes von l\liiller, says are the oldest books of importance, 
next after the Bible. 'There are none older even among the Chinese, 
for in spite ·of what has been aaid about their works, there is no 
evidence that any of them are older than the poems of Homer, some 
there are about the ~ame age, but very insignificant, such u romances 
or chronicles.' Carlyle wu misinformed aa regards the earliest 
Chinese book of importance, which is the celebrated Yi/&-king or Book 
of Changes, the first of the famous Nine ClaBBics. Thia work, which 
is a philosophical treatise, first saw the light according to Prof. R. K. 
Douglas within a prison's walls in 1150 B. C., its author, Wan-Wang, 
having been imprisoned for a. political offence. As to Homer, who 
he wu and whether he was the real author of the Homeric poems, 
very little is known. Carlyle does not believe in one Homer, the 
author of the Homeric poems. 'Indeed, the only argument in 
favour of Homer being the real author, is derived from the 
common opinion on the point, and from the unity of the poem1 of 
which it was once said, that it we.a as unlikely that it 11hould be owing 
to an accidenlal concurrence of different writers 88 that by an e.ccidente.1 
arrangement of the types it should have been printed.' But Carlyle 
on reading the poem a~e.in, could not find this unity, ' I became 
completely convinced that it was not the work of one mftn. One 
may cut out two or three books without making any alterstion in its 
unity.' But yet the character of Homer's poems is the best among 
all poems. For in the first place they are the delineation of something 
more ancient than themselves and more simple, and therefore 
more interesting, ae being the impressions of a primeval mind, the 
proceedings of a set of men, our spiritual progenitors. The first 
things of importance in 'the world's history are mentioned there. 
Secondly, they possess qualities of the highest character of whatever 
age or country. The Greek genius never exceeded what wBB done by 
the authors of those poems which are known aa the writings of 
Hcimer. * ' And these qualities may be reduced to two heads: " First, 
Homer does not believe his story to be a fiction. He believed his 

• Of. "All history should e.im at resembling the Ilie.d, remembering it is e. 
greater task than the home.a mind is oe.pe.bleof, really e.nd litere.lly, to present 
the smallest fa.ct a.a it itself e.ppee.red, g one of Carlyle's sayings (spud Beid, 
Li/• of Lord Houghton., Vol. II., p. '61). 
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narrative.a to be strictly true. Secondly, the poem of the Iliad wu 
actually intended to be sung-it Bing• itself-not only the cadence, 
bnt the whole thought of the poem aings itself, as it were. Now, if we 
take these two things and add them together, the combination makes 
up the essence of the beet poem that oan be written. There ia more 
of character in hia second poem, which treats of a higher 1tate of 
ci,iliution. Its hero UlySBes, ia the very model of the Type-Greek, a 
perfect image of the Greek genius, a shifty, nimble active man involved 
in difficulties, but every now and then bobbing up out of darkness 
and confusion, victorious and intact." 

But we must leave Homer interesting as he is, and pass on to the 
philosophers of the Greeks, among whom Pythagoras was the greatest 
in the earlier times, 'What will immortalise PythagorBB is hia 
discovery of the square of the hypotenuse. It seems that he may 
rather be S11id not to have invented it, but imported, for I understand 
the Hindoos and other people of the EBBt have long known it.' Nest 
comes the historian Herodotus whose 'work is, properly speaking, an 
Encyclopiedia of the various nations, aod displays in a striking manner 
the innate spirit of harmony that was in the Greeks. It is the spirit 
of order which has constituted him the prose poet of his century.' 
As regards bis credibility, Herodotus is moat veracious when he 
writes from his own observation; but 'when he does not profess to 
know the truth of his narratives, it is curious to see the sort of 
Arabian Tales which he collects together.' Of the great Tragedians, 
.lEschylus is held the greatest. •It is said that when composing he 
had oo a look of the gre'ltest fierceness, He has been accosed of 
bombast; from his obscurity he is often exceedingly difficult, but 
bombast is not the word at all. His words come up from the great 
volca110 of hia heart, and often he has no voice for it, and he 
copulates his words together and tears his heart asunder.' 
Sophocles completed his work and was of a more chastened and 
cultivated 111ind. He translated it into a choral peal of melody ; 
.lEschylus only excels in his grand bursts of feeling. The Antt'gone 
is the finest thing of the kind ever sketched by man. Euripides 
carried his compositions occasionally to the very verge of disease, aod 
diaplaya a distinct commencement of the age of speculation and 
BCepticism. He writes often for tAe effect'• 1ake, not as Bomer or 
lEachylua, wrapt away in the train of action; but how touching ia 
eft'ect so produced. He was accused of impiety. In a sceptical kind 
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of man these two things go together very oft.en-impiety ancl desire of 
e&'ect. There is a decline in all kinda of literature when it ceases to 
be pot'tical and becomes speculative. Socrates wu the emblem of the 
decline of the Greeks in its tr11n1itive atate; he was the friend of 
Earipidea. It seems strange to call him so. I willingly admit that be 
was a man of deep feeling and morality.' But Carlyle cha.r11cteriatically 
does not approve of his hoatile aUitnde towards the religion of the 
Greeks. • I can well understand the idea which Aristophanes had of 
him, that he WAii a man going to destroy all Greece with his innovations. 
To understand that, we have only to go back to what I said in my last 
lectnre on the peculiar character of the Greek system of religion, the 
crown of all thflir beliefs. The Greek system, you will remember, was 
of a great significance and value for the Greeks, even the moat absnrd
looking part of the whole-the Oracle-this too was ahown to have 
been not a quackery, but the result of a sincere belief on the part of 
the priests themselves. No matter what you call the process, if the 
man believed in what he w11s about and listened to his faith in a 
higher power, eurely by looking into himself, apart from earthly 
feeling, he would be in that frame of mind by far the best adapted for 
judging correctly and wisely of the fututt. They send the most pious, 
intelligent and reverend among them to join themselves to this 
system, and thus was formed a sort of non-pllga.n Church to the 
people. There were also the Greek games. The mind of the whole 
nation by its means obtained a strength and coherence. If I may not 
be permitted to &Ry tbat through it the nation became united to the 
Divine power, I mRy at any rate R&sert that the highest considerations 
ind motives thus became familiar to each person, and were put at the 
very top of his mind. But at Socrates' time this devotional ferling 
had in a grellt measure given way. He himself was not more sceptical 
than the resl. He shows a lingering kind of aim and attachment for 
the old religion or his country, Rnd often we cannot make ont whethP.r 
he believed iu it or not. lie must have had but a pllinful intellectual 
life, a painful kind of life altogether, we would think.' These last 
sentences, one would think, can 'fery well be applied to Carlyle himself 
with regard to his attitude towards the old religion of his country. 
Socrates seems to him to have been an entirely unprofitable character. 
' I ha.re 11 great desire to admire Socrates, but I confess that his writings 
seem to be made up of very wire.drawn notions about virtue ; there 
is no conclusion in him ; there is no word of life in Socrates.' After 
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8ocrates the Greek nation . became more and more sophi11tical. 
The Greek genius lost its originality; it lost its poetry, and gave way 
to the spirit of speculation. Alexander subdued them, and no 
. .;rest genius of any very remarkable quality appeared in Greece. 
· In the third lecture Carlyle treats of the Romans: their character, 
their fortune, and what they did. At the outset, comparing the 
Romans with the Greeks, he says: 'We may say of this nation that, 

88 the Greeks may be compared to the children of antiquity from their 
naiflete and gracefulnesa, while thi;ir whole history i11 an aurora, the 
dawn of a higher culture and civilization,-so the Romana were the 
men of antiquity and their history a glorious, warm laboriou11 day ; 
Jess beautiful and graceful no doubt than the Greeks, but most essen· 
tially useful.' The Romans will not require much discuB11ion in 
connection with our subject because 'the Roman life, and the Roman 
opinions are quite a sequel to those of the Greeks ; a second editioD", 
we may say, of the Pagan system of belief and actions.' The 
Greek life itself' wu shattered to piecee against the harder, stron.ger 
life of the Romans. It wu just u a beautiful cryatal jar becomea 
dashed to pieces upon the hard rocks ;-so ine:1preuible wu the force 
oft.he strong Roman energy.' The Romans evince the character& of 
two distinct 1pecies of people,-the Pelasgi, aild the Etruscans or 
Tuscan!!, entirely different from these. The latter had a gloomy 
heavinesa, austerity and sullenne811. They were men of a gloomy 
character, very different from the liveline1111 and graceful11eB11 of the 
Greeks. •In the Romans we have the tracee of thue two races 
joined together,-the one pro'fed the noblesse,-the other, the 
commonalty~ The Etruscans had a llOrt of sullen energy, and, 
above all, a kind of rigorous thrift. Aud thrift, though generally 
regarded u mean, includes in itself the best virtuea that a man can 
have in this world. It includes all that man can do in his vocation. 
' Even in its worst state, it indicates a great people, I think. The Dutch, 
for eumple,-there is no stronger people than them; the people of New 
England, the Scotch, all great nations ! In short, it is the foundation 
of all manner of virtue in a nation.'* 

Along with this there was in the Roman character a great seriousness 
and devoutneBS; and it was natural that •the Greek religion wu light 

• Carlyle eulogiaea thril\ io aeveraJ placet io hi1 worb, upeoially iD Frederic 
the Grea.t, Vol. 11. 

' ' 
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and aportful compared to the Romnn.' 'Their notion of Fatr, which we 
observed was the central element of Paganism, was much morr producti..-e 
of coneequence1 than the Greek notion; and it depended entirely on the 
original character which had been gil"en to this people. Their notion 
was that Rome was alway• meant to be the Capital of the whole 
world, that right wu on the side of every man who was with Roo:r, 
and that, therefore, it wu their duty to do everything for Rome. 
This belief tended very principally to produce its own fulfilment,-

. nay, it WIS itarlf founded on fact:' Did not Rome do so anJ so?' they 
would reuon.' The etubborn energy of their ancestors was employed 
by the Romans in all the concern• of their ordinary life, and by it 
they raised themaelve1 above all other people. 'Method was their 
great principle, just 11 Harmony wa1 of the Greeks. The Method of 
the Romo.ns wu a sort of Harmony, but not that beautiful, graceful 
thin11: which was the Greek Harmony. Theirs was the harmony of 
plan-an architectural harmony which was displayed in the arranging . 
of pr•ctical antecedent• and consequences. Their whole geniu11 was 
practical. Speculation with thrm was nothing in the comparison. 
Their vocation was not to teach the 1ciencea--what sciences they 
knew they had received from the Greeks-but to teach practical 
wisdom, to subdue people into polity.'• 

Pliny, says Carlyle, declares that he cannot describe Rome : "so 
great is it that it appears to make heaven more illustrious, and to 
bring the whole World into civilization and obedience under its autho
rity.'' This is 1'hat it did. It went on fighting and subduing the 
world. But it was not with the spirit of a robber. "Some have 
thought that the Romans had done nothing else but fight to establish 
their dominion where they had not the least claim of right, and that 
they were a mere nest of robbers. But this is evidently a misappre
hension. Historian• have generally managed to write down such facts u 
are apt to 1trike the memory of the vulgar, while they omit the circum-
1tances which display the real charActer of the Romans. The Romans 
were at first an agricultural people ; they built, it appraril, their 
barns within their walls for protection. But they got incidentally 

• Of. The celebrated linea of Virgil:-
Tu regere imperio popo.los, Romane, memento : 
B111 tibi erunt artee, paoiaqne imponere morem, 
Paroere 1abjectia, et debellare mperboa. 
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into quarrels with other neigbbonring state ; and it is not strange 
that they should have taken the opport.nnity to compel them by force 
to 11dopt their civilizatioo, such as it ·~ in preference to the more 
foolish and ravage method of their own. I do not say that the 
Roman was a mild kind of discipline. Far from that, it was estab
lished only by bard contesta and fighting. Bot it was of all the most 
beneficial. In spite of all that hu been said and ought to be said 
about Liberty, it i1 true Liberty to obey the best personal guidance, 
either out of our own head or out of that of some other. No one 
could wish to see some fool wandering about at his will and without 
any re1tra.int or guidance. W!! must admit it to be far better for 
him even if some wise man were to take charge or him, even though 
by force, although thRt seems but a coarse kind of operation. But 
fighting was not at all the fundamental principle in their conquests ; 
it wa.s their superior civilization which attmcted the surrounding 
nations to their centre. If their course bad been entirely unwise all 
the world would have risen in arms against these domineering tyrants 
for ever claiming to be rulers where they bad no right at all, and 
their power could not have 11Ubsisted there as it did." This is quite 
char11cteristic of Carlyle, •ith wlaom power 11nt.l supreme authority 
pass 11s by right from the weak to the strong, from those who were 
unfit to enjoy them to those who were capable of wielding them. 
The great contest of the Rom11ns with Carthage which 'u far 
as probabilities went was more likely to subject the whole world,' 
wna the 'crowning phenomenon of their history.' But the Car· 
thaginians, between whom and the Jews Carlyle sees a great 
resemblance, were subdut'd• and he rejoices in their overthrow. 
Carlyle char11cteristically does not like the constitutional struggles 
between the P11tricians and the Plebeians, and the internal discord 
which characterist'd the history of the later Roman Republic. He 
therefore rejoices in its overthrow and the elevatinn of Cresar. 'I 
cannot join in the lament11tion made by some over the downfall of 
the Republic. when Cresar took hold of it. It had been but a con· 
stant straggling and scr11mble for prey; and it was well to end it, and 
to see the wisest, cleanest and most judicious man of them place himself 
at the top of it. The Roma!IS, under the Empire, attained to their com
plete grandeur. Their dominion reached from the Rivl'r Euphratl'S 
to Cadiz, and from the border of the Arabian desert to Severus' wall 
up in the north of England. And what an empire wu it ; te<lching 

111 • . 
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mankind that they should be tilling the ground u they ought t& 
do, instead of ighting one 1nother. For that is the real thing which 
every min is called on to do,-to till the grouod 1-and not to slay· 
his poor brether man.' 

Pusing from their history to tlaeir language and literature-, he finds 
the latter to be but a copy of thM of the Greeka; but still 'there is a 
kind of Roman worth in many of rheir books.' Their language, too, 
baa a character belonging to Home. •He peculiar distinguishing 
character ia its imperative sound and structure finely adapted to com
mand. So in thl'ir books, u, for instance, dae poems of Virgil aDd 
Horace, we see the Roman eharacter of a still strength." Bat their 
greatest work wu practical, It wu written on the f11.ce of the planet 
in which we live,-their Cyclopean highways, extending from conn try 
to country, their Aqneducts> their Coliseu1111, their whole Polity ! 
And how apontaaeeus all these things were ! How little Rily Roman 
knew what Rome w.aa ! " Then he goes on to uy that thtre cRn be no 
preconceived plan for the creation of national greatness ill the minds 
of the individual11 who follow their own particulu aims and plans. 
•• There is a tendency in all hiatoriaoa io place a plan in the heail of 
enry ont of their great characters, by which he regulated hia actions ; 
forgetting that it ia not possible for any man to have foreseen events, 
and to have embraced at once the vast complication of the circum
stances tbAt were to happen. It is more reasonable to attJ1ibnte nRtional 
progress to a great, deep instinct in. every individua.l actor. Who of 
ua, for example, knewa England, though he m11y contribute to her 
prosperity ? Everyone here follows his own object,-one goes to 
India, anothu aspi1e1 to the army, and each after hia o"n ends. 
But all thus co-operate together after all, one Englishman with 
another, in adding to the strength Rnd wealth of the whole nRtion, 
The wisest Governmeat ha.a only to direct this spirit into a proper 
channel. B11t to belie11e that it can l11y down a plan for the creation 
of national enterprise· is an entire folly. These incidents form the 
deep foundation of a national chRrRoter; when they fall, the nation falls 
too; just as when the roots of a tree fall and the sap can mount the 
trunk and ditfuae itself among the le•lVes no loniter, the tree stops 
too ! " All 1_1:re11tness therefore as is well known is unconscious 
with him. Pursuing this train of thought Carlyle start& the paradox 
that literature makes itself remarkllble enly during the decline of a 
nation. "During • healthy, sound, progressiYe period. of national 
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eiistence, there ia, in general, no literat11re at all. In a time of 
active exertion the nation will not speak Ollt its mind. It is not 
till a nation i1 ready to decline th11t its literat11re make11 itself 
remarkable. And this is observable in all nations. For there are 
many way• in which a mao or a n11tion e1:pre11se1 itself he1ide11 boob. 
The point i1 not to be able to write a book : the point ie lo Ac11.r lite 
true 11ti11tl for it Everything in that cue which the nation doe11 
will be equally significant of its mind. If any great man among the 
Bomans,-J11lius Ciesar or Cato, fin eumple, had never done anything 
but till the ground, they would have acquired equal ell.oellence in that 
way, they would have ploughed aa they conquered. Everything a 
great man doe11 carries tbe traces of a great man. Perhaps even 
there is the most energetic virtue when there i1 no talk a'Jout virtue 
at all ! I wish my friends here," emphasi11e11 Carlyle,'' to con11ider and 
keep this in view : that progress and civilillltion may go on ·unknown· 
to the people themselves : that there may be a primeval feeling of 
energy sod virtue in the founder11 of a state, whether tlaey can fathom 
it or not. Thia feeling gets nearer every generation to be uttered. 
For though the son only learns such things al hi11 father invented, yet 
he will discover other things, and teach aa well his own a11 his father'11 
inventions in his tnrn to his children. And so it will go on working 
it.self out, till it gets into conversation and speech. We shall observe 
this precisely when we come tothe reign of Elizabeth [VIII. Lecture]. 
All great things, in short, whether national or individual, are uncon· 
scions things! I cannot get room to insist on this here, but we shall 
see them as we go on, like seeds thrown out upon a wide, fertile fitltl ; 
no man sl'es what they are, but they grow up before us and become 
great. What did that man, when he built his house, know of Rome or 
of Julius Ciesllr thllt were to come 1 These were the products of Time. 
Faust of Mentz, who invented Printing, that subject of so much 
admiration in our times, never thought of the results that were to· 
follow ; he found it a cheaper way of publishing his Bibles, and he used 
it for no other purpose than to undersell the other booksellers. In 
abort, from the Christian Religion down to the pooreat genuine song, 
there has been no consciousness in the minds of the fir11t authors of 
anything of excellence. Shakespeare, too, never seemed to imagine that 
he had any talent at all, his only object 110em1 to have been to gathn 
a little money, for he was very nece11itous. And wheo we Jo fi11J 
consciousuess the thing done is s11re to be not a great thing at all. It 

1 1 * 
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is a very 1uapiciou1 circumstance when anything makes a great . noise 
about itself; it is like a drum, producing a great deal of sound, but 
-very like to be empty!" This test of unconsciousne!I, t"mbodied in 
the m&:1im of Schiller thllt ' Genius is ever a secret to itself,' he had 
already announced and applied to grt"a.tne88 in 1881. in an articlt' 
in the Edinburg/& Bnif!fD, afterwards reprinted as • Chara.ctt'ristics' 
in his Miaoellaniea. It provoked even Sterling, one of hi11 staunchest 
admirers, to a long refutation in his article in the Weatmi111ter Revie10 

. for 1839 (reprinted in bis Miscellaneous Ea11&y1 ed. J. Bare, Vol. l.j. 
Next Carlyle tRke1 a abort survt"y of the famous masterpieces of 

Roman literature. Virgil's JEoeid he thinks entirely inferior to 
Homer, because there is the fatal conaciousnesa, on which he has ju11t 
enlarged,-" that knowlt"dge that he is writing an Epic,-tbe plot, 
the style, all is vitiated by that one fault." Then the charac
ters are also inferior. "lEneu i1 a lachrymose sort of man alto· 
gether. But when this fatal conaciousneH left Virgil he bt'came a. 
great poet, as is to be seen in bis minor poems. He was a great 
poet when he did not observe himself, and when he let himself 
a.lone." In his women he succeeded wonderfully. "Virgil was an 
amiable man and always in bad health, much subject to dyspepsia and to 
all kinds of maladies that afBict men of genius" and with which Carlyle 
was but too familiar. And it would have been curious to know wbt'ther 
they moved Virgil's spleen as they did that of his critic and made him 
vent his anger in the most vehement language in his journals. " We 
muat, on the whole, conclude that Virgil was, properly 11pea.king, 
not an Epic poet.'' Horace too has the same consciou11ness; and 
Carlyle finds another hindrance in admiring him, in his perverse 
moral philosophy, the Epicurean aystem. Another poet who had 
an e,-er•present conaciousne811 of himself i11 Ovid, who is thus very 
inferior to Horace or Virgil. From his time " we gt"t more and more 
into aelf-consciousne111 and into 11cepticism not long afterwarc:Li, without 
being ablt' to find any bottom at all to it ! " And Roman literature 
eontinued to degenerate till it reached its lowest point in Seneca. " If 
we want an e1amplo of a disea.sed self-consciousness, an exaggerated 
imagination, a mind blown up with all sorts of strange conceits, the 
spasmodic 11tate of intellect, in short, of a man morally nnable to 
speak the truth on any subject,-we have it in Seneca. He was led 
away by this strangt' humour into all sorta of cant and insincerity. 
He bad that spirit of self-conceit, pride and nnitJ, which is the 
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ruin of all thioga io thia world, and alwaya will be." This decline io 
their literature 1Jll8 the coosequeoce of their decline in virtue, ",The 
vices of this kiod of litenture coooect themselves io a natural 
sequence with the decline of Romeo virtue altogether. Wlieo that 
people had ooce come to disbelief in their own gods, aod to put all 
their con&deoce in their money, believing that with their money they 
could always buy their money's worth, this order of things WBI 

closely succeeded by moral abomioatioll.8 of the moat dreadful kind, 
such as were not known before aod nl'wr 1ioee. the most fearful 
nbominations under the sun." But even in deserts there are oasea, and 

10 this dreary age there was one great writer, the greatest of Roman 
writen, Tacitus.-such is the power of genius to make itaelf heard 
and felt in all times. Tacitus displays more of the Roman spirit per
haps than any one before him. Io eloquent words does Carlyle eulogise 
this truly great man. "In the middle of all those facts in the litera. 
ture of his country, which correspond so well Jrith what we know 
of the history of Rome itself-in the middle of all that quackery and 
puffery coming into play time about in every department, when critics 
wrote books to teach you how to hold out your arm and your leg-in 
the middle of all this absurd and wicked period Tacitus was born and 
was enabled to be a Roman after all! He stood like a Colo11us at the 
edge of a dark night, and he lllLW events of all kinda horryiog put 
him aod plunging he knew not where, but evidently to no good, for 
falsehood and cowardice never yet ended anywhere but in destruction ! 
He was full of the old feelings of goodneBB and honesty ; he h11 oo 
belief but the old Roman belief." With Tacitus Carlyle quits the 
subject of Pagan literature, for after him all things went on sinking 
down more and more into all kinda of disease and ruin. "After the 
survey which we have made, we come to the conclusion that there is a 
strange coherence between the healthy belief and outward destiny of a 
nation. Thus the Greeks went on with their wars and everything else 
most prosperously, till they became couciou of their condition, till the 
man became solicitous after other times. Socrates, we said, is a kind 
of starting point from which we trace their fall into confusion and 
wreck of all sorts. So it wu with the Romana. Cato the elder, used 
to tell them, " the instant you get the Greek literature among you there 
will.be an end of the old Roman spirit." He wu not listened to; 
the rage for Greek specnlatioo ioereased ; he himself found it impoa· 
1ible to keep back, although he grew very angry about it, and in lais 
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old age he le11med the Greek language and had it taught to his 1001. 
It wu too late; nobody could believe any longer, and every one 
bad 1et hia mind on being a man and thinking for bimaelf." lo 
the middle of all thi1 occurred an event which waa deatined to change 
it all and to regenerate the effete 11ncient world, the advent of 
Christ, the new character in which all the fotnre world lay hid. 
The rile of Chri1tianity may be said to have pot a atop to ancient 
hiatory; and here I stop for the preaeot, and ahall reanme the 
"Subject on another occaaion. · 
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ABT. XII.-Subaftdku and KtJmdrila. By the Hon'ble 
.Ma. Jwsm:1 K. T. 'l'•LAH, M.A.., LL.B., C.I.E. 

(Bead 29th September 1891.] 

Dr. Fitz..EdWllrd Hall, in the very learned Preface to lriit edition of 
~be Vasavadatti, has ABSigoed Subaodhu, the aothM of that work, t& 
some period prior to the age af Ba9a;. the famous author of tire Harsha 
Charita au<f *he Kadambart.' And' BAnA. being generally admitted to 
have been a contemporary of Huslmnrdhi.na of Kanuj and Hiu-en 
Tsiang, belongs t~ the early put of the seventh centmy A.D'.' Subandha 
accordingly, has beeo genet'lllly regarded u belonging to the close of 
the sixth or the beginning of the- seventh centll'l'y A.D.8 In 1885; 
however, Prof. ~terson, in- the PreflllCe' to bis edition of the KWdam
bari of BllQA, threw eome· doubts oo the identification of the V Asa
ndaiti which we posse811 With the Vuavad'&tta mentioned iD' Bi9a's 
famoua intrc.ductory venes to the Hal'Bha ChArita." But soon after
wards, he aawreuoo-to-change bis opinion."" And uow Dr. Cartellieri 
bu adduced elaborate reaaons in detail for adhering to the received· 
view, that B. knew OUT VbavadattA, and in fact for holding 
further that Bil1,1& CO!Df•Osed his work; for the express porpose of' 
eclipsing SO'bandhu'a fame.•· Under these circ11111strmcea-we are; I think) 

1 P. 11. Aud oompare Prof. Oowall'& Nytyakmntdnjali, Prefil.cir I" vi. 
R 1 notice that the late Pandit Bhagv&nUI Hpre11ed a vie'lf' similar to mine· 

about tbe period of Haraha'a reign at which the 8lll"llba Charita wu written• 
(Vol. XIII., Ind( A.ntiqoary, pc 74). See my Mudrir&kshua, I'ntroduellioa, note· 
65 (P; Ii.) 

• See, mter alia, Max HiiUer's India;cwhat it oau teach na, p. 8Bl, Vienna 
Oriental. JouTnal, Vol. III., p. 143. 

6 lntrod110tion~ pp. 71-2. 
• Bubhbbitbafi of Vallabbadeva. Iotrod.U.otion, p. 183 and' note. VAaava• 

a.tt&'a atory ia referred to by ~~IJio alao ('aa to hi& date· eee below) for a 
BOmewhat 1imilar

1
p11rpoae to-that in the .IUlatt IHdllava. Bee DaiakumAra

obarita (Biihler'a lid.), p. 69. 
• Vienna ~entaf Journal, Vol. II .. p. 115 et •q; (at p. 132) See also, Ibid, 

Vol. n1., p. H8, and J.B. B. B. A. 8., Vol. XVII., p. 81. I oonfe11 that I find it 
dilBoult to agree wieh thoae who regard the ve1"11811 iu the llaraba Charilift aa 
illllioating. thlt esiateuoe of BubandhD-aud KAlidAla at the 1ameti111e with BAqa. 
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u 11afe as we can be in dealing with any d11te11 in the history ·9f . 
8a1111krit Literatare, if we proceed on the llllllumption that book11 and 
events which can be 11hown to be referred to by the author of the 
V&savadatt& must belong at tlu late1t to aboat the middle of the 
sixth ceotnry A.D. 

One of the books which the VAsavadatta refers to is a book named Alan• 
kilra, by the famous Buddhist writer Dharmakltti7

• This is the writer 
about whom some interesting facts have been brought together by 
l\lr. K. B. Pathllk in his recent paper on Dharmakirti 11nd Sanka
rach&rya, reRd before our Society.9 In that paper, Mr. Pathak refers 
to 1-tsing's account of his travels, and from the ioformation con. 
tained in that account deduces the conclusion, that '' it is clear that 
Dharmaktrti could have flourished only in the first half of the seventh 
century.'" In the first place, I may point out that Mr. Pithak is 

(e.g. Dr. Hall, at P• U. note of the Prefaoe totbe VimY&datta, and Dr. Peterson'• 
Introdnction to the Kidambart, p. 81.) Bat the point O&Dnot be disonaeed laere• 
I will only edd that if Dr. Jacobi ia right in placing MAgha before B&na and 
Bnbandhu, and BhAravi and K&lid.laa before MAgha (see Vienna Oriental 
Joumal, Vol. III., p. l",) the contemporaneous eiiistence of K&lid!aa and 
Subandhn cannot be edmitted (see further, u to the date of MAgha, Vienna 
Oriental Journal, Vol. IV., p. 61 et seq. and Z36 et 11q.; and &9 to that of KAli
dil.aa, Indian Antiquary, Vol. XIX., p. 285, with whioh oompare Biihler'a remarks 
about the date of BhAravi and the grounds for it in the very elaborate Introduo
tion to his lllanu, p. oriii. (Sacred Booka of the Eut.) I may, perhapa, be allowed 
to take this opportunity of drawing attention to the allusion to Ma.nu contained 
in Baghu, riv. 67, which ia not noticed by Dr. Biihler in this Introduction, and 
which aeems to be baaed on Mano vii. 35. And with reference to the remark& 
at p. c:di., I may add that M.anu ia named in the ~Abar& BbAahya at p. '• 
thongh in a veryooloutle11 way. Prof, BhJndirkar has pointed out (Report on 
Sanskrit MSS., 1883-114, p. SS) that KnmArila oomea after Kilid&Bll, and he 
appear11 to have critlciaed the Dign&ga who is believed to have been a contem· 
porary of KAlidA11&. (See J.B. B. B. A, S., Vol. XVII., p. 572.) That oirca.m. 
stance does not, however, in the preaent state of the qaeation regarding 
KAlidA1&'1 date, affect the oonclasione aet forth in the preaent paper, although, no 
doubt, in view of the remarks of Prof. Hu: Muller at pp. 306-7 oflndia: what it 
can teach us, the dates of K&lidil.aa, Kamirila, and Dharmaklrti must be 
edmitted to be all more or leu closely oonneoted with each oUier. 

' P. 2S5 (Hall's Ed.) and Preface, p. 10. 
a See J.B. B. B. A.. B., Vol. XVIII., p. 88. 
• P. 90. Dr. Peterao11 1&y1 be ia believed to have lived in the middle of the 

ii.Ith oentary. (Vallabhadeva's Sabh&ahitAvali, Introduction, p. J.33.) And 
looking ab what la ll&id about Aaanga and Vuub&ndhu andDharmaklrti, u well 
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.wo1ne.rhat inaccurate in his statement of the premise from which he 
draw• this conclusion, for it is not at 1111 "clear" from the p11ssage in 
the Indian Antiquary to which he refers, that 1-tsing does, reRlly and 
.truly, speak or Dharmakirti as his contemporary10

• Secondly, I have 
•heady indicated the sort of mistRkes which mqy sometimes be 
committed by a too rigid 11dherenee to information like that which 
Dr. Burnell has relied on as conclusive on this point, 11nd which 
Mr. Pathak has unhesitatine;ly accepted 11s conclusive on Dr. Buroell's 
authority11• But thirdly, I think, th.at it is almost impossible to 
accept any one line of reasoning, or any single group of facts, u 
conclusive about the precise date of any book in Sanskrit Literature, 
at all PVents in the present condition of Sanskrit Chronology, when 
it is almost literally true that, as I think an American Sanskritist puts 
it, Indian literary dates arP, for the most part, only •so many pins set 
up to be bowled driwn a.gain.' The date of Dhum:\k?rti, therefore, 
ought not to he·fil:ed, even upon the unanimous testimony of Chioese19 

u abo11t Ga11-amati and others connected with tl.tem, in MH Hiillcr'e Iadia: 
whatitoan tea.oh ne, pp. 28:13 n, 2!IO, and SIJO, ~08 etaeq., and in numeroas pa.esage11 
in Hr. Bea.l's Hoddhiet Beoord11o(the Western World, e.g., Vol. I., pp. 105, 19S 
(where Dhannaldrti doee not appear to be mentioned) and aleo in Tirao&tb'e 
work (aee Indian Antiquary, Vol. IV., p. l<il) and elsewhere (e. g., Indian 
Antiquary, Vol. IX., pp. 1'9, 816) I own I feel very great do11bte about the 
llOC11r&01 of :Mr. PAthak's date for Dharmaktrti. The whole of the facts need 
yet another oompreheoaive 1urvey like Prof. Mu: .Miiller's. For i111tauoe, we 
muat ooneider, itlter cilia., the fn.ot the.I; S&hiramati, who mDBt have been a 
contemporary of Dharmaktrti (Mu: Miiller'll ladia: what it oan teach oe, p. 31J5) 
had probably died aome oonaiderable time before 687 A. D. (see Indian 
Antiquary, Vol. VI., p. 9). Bee alao, on the other aide, Kern's Saddharmapun
dartb(B. B. E.) I ntroduotion, p. :nii., which ehoold be compared with Buddhiet 
Beoord1 of the Western World, Vol. L, p. 192, among other pa11sagee. 

10 That ia only the interpretation plaoed oa 1-tsin~'a words by one of his 
tramlaton. Prof. Vaailiev, aa etated in the p&Bl&ge qaoted from the Indian 
Antiquary, thinke the meaning to be merely that Dharmakirti was one of" the 
teachtlJ'll neareat in time.'' Itappeare tome that Prof. Vasiliev'sinterpretation 
is that whioh agrees better with the other kuown facte. Bot, at all events, the 
rival interpretation, ltanding by iteelf, is obviously an unsafe basie for ulterior 
conolaeione. See also Max Miiller'e India: what it can teach DB, p. 312. 

11 See my .M11drArAkehasa, Introduction, pp. :dviii. xlix. 
11 That even Hiuen Tsiang is not to be implicitly trasted in everything 

he et.ates, follows from what Dr. Biihler has pointed out iu his paper in the 
Vienna Jonrnal, Vol ll,1 209. And as to J.taiuir himself, see J. B. JI. R. A 9, 
Vol. XVI., pp. 199 200, and .\lax .Y.uller's lndin: wl.tat il cau teach u:o, PP• :n::-3. 

~o 
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and Tibetan writers, and even if that te'timony were much more 
precise than it actually i1, without con1ideriag the bearing upon that 
date of this fact among othen, that Dharmakfrti i1 alluded to by 
Snb1ndhu. 

The e:1istence of this allusion bu been generally admitted, and I do 
not now propose to discuu it any further. I wisb in the present 
paper rather to draw attention to· some passa.ges in the V&aa.vadatti 
which aeem to me to involve an alluaion to the famous Pur•a
MtmAmsA writer Kumirila. I mu1t begin by stating at onoe that the 
allu1ion& I rely upon are by no meana perfectly obvious, nor do I 
nnture to suggest that the views which I am putting forward n!p:ard
ing them may not be quite reasonably disputed. But such as they 
are, I state the views I have myself formed, and scholars will be 
able to judge how far they are well founded. I m11y, however, 
add a.s a matter oot to be forgotten, that even if the allusiona to Kumi
rila. alleged by· me are held not to be made out, th11t circumstanre 
will not aftect the further inferences based here on the fact of such 
allusions. Because, if the alluaion to Dharmakirti i11 admitted, as it 
generally is admitted, to exist, then Kumirila being 11 contemporary 
of hie, a8 we know from other e'"ideoce, the substantial basis for euch 
further inferences is eatablished, independently of the allusion• to 
Kum&rila here relied upon. 

"fhereal't', then, four different puaagea in the Vasavad11tti in which the 
MimAmd, aud Buddhiam or Jainism are brought together in Subau
dhu's doufJle entendrea. I will set out these paaHgee together before 
making any comments upon them. The first occurs in a dPscription 
of the Vindhya mountain, which is described thus11 off1ti'EllUll'4 {!I' 

~Nil"'l<'t"~.,: which may he rendered a8 follows: the Vindbya 
mountain which prevents the sky and the quarters from being seen 
is like the lltmamsi philosophy which has overcome (literally, covered) 
the doctrine of the Digambaras. The second ps888ge forms 
part of the description of the various princes, who had come as 

\Ir. Beal in the Inti-o<luction to his Life of Buddha (Sacred Books of the Eut), 
p. 1:ui., mention~ circumstances ~howiog that Cbioese and 'l'ibetan historical 
writ.iogs reqoire to ht! subjected to critioal enmioatioo like all othel'll; and eee 
}lu; Muller's India, what it cao teach os, p. 30~. 

" Hall's Ed. p. 93. The traoslations io the teat, of course, do not, and 
cannot, briog out the point of the original. But the7 ml\7 be allowed for Dill' 

present purpose. 
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1Uitors for the hand of VAaandAttA Some of tfte printt1 arr there 
1tated to beH m~r.tif8f'i\tif<ar "~ijf4'iiJ'1ifijO.ffe;t: that ii to 
say, some of the princes who opposed the opinions o{ those that came 
in ordinary eo1tume, were like the fO:lowen of the doctrines of 
J 11imini, who destroyed the doctrines of Buddha. The third pusage ia 
contained in a description of the darknt'11 of night which is said to be11 

,..fi!i ..... 1f« qf(Cij~ii ... ('i."t'l that is to 1ay, that the darkness which 
;revents the 1ky an1l the quarters from being seen is like the te:s.ta of 
the Sruti or Vedas by which the doctrines of the Digambaru ban 
been refuted. The foUt"th p11ssage ia met with io the course of the 
nHrrative uf the eni;agement between the two armies whieh oceur11 
towud1 the close of the story. The dost ri1ised on the battlefield is 
1hrre spoken of, and we are told that ift'liEt"fi'iV'4if4 ~t"'~
W~ ~ ~,18 which may be thus translated-Duet wa1 
raised preventing the sky and the quarten from being seen, which wm 
like the doctrine of the Miinam.sA, by which the doctrine of the 
Digambuas was eclipsed. · 

It will be noticed that in two of these pllllBgt!!, the PO.rva Mi· 
mams8, or system of Jaimini, is spoken of as hning overcome the doc
trine11 of the Dig11mbnms, that is, the ect of Digambara J11inas. In 
thr third p881age, the texts of the Vedas are described in sub1tantially 
the same terms. In the fourth puBRge, tbe Mtmamaa aystem rrceives 
the credit of hning destroyed the doctrines of T..th8.g11ta or Buddha. 
And the question is, what hi1torical events do these passages refer to? 
I am not aware, th11t the e11rlier Mimi\maa writers, Jaimini or Sahara, 
had any special contest with the Jainaa, or Ba.uddhBI; and in the 
Siltra.s o{ Jaimioi, and the BhAshya of Sahara Svamin, I have not come 
acroa any 1uch 1peci11l reference to either sect, u can be of aervice to 
ua in explaining the allusions contained in the pa1aages quoted ·above. 
If the reference h11d been to the later M1mamsA, it might, perhaps, have 
bern euier to up lain the allusions, bticause both the Jaina and Ba.uddha 
systems come op for critici~m in the Sutra.s of BadarAyai:ia, 11nd the 
Bhuhya of SankarArhArya.n Under thl'Be circumstances, it appear1 to 
me that we must nplain the allusiou in question u being suggested 
by that contest between Brahminism on the one hand, and Uuddhism 

• • P. 144. The original ia obscure. I follow the commentator. 
11 P. 187. 
18 I', :!97. 

u Sae VedAnla Siltraa (Bibliotheoa ludica). Vol I., pp. ::i4.G el se'I. 
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and Jainism 011 the other, 19 in whieh Kemari?a Svamin" is 
1tated by tradition to hue take& a prominent part-Kumirila Sdmiu 
who is well known H tbe most conspicuous of moilern writers on the 
P4rva Mimims&, and who must have li•ed somewhere about the time
-I "'Y oo more at the preaent moment-io which tile autbor of the 
Viaftnd11Ui tlouriehed. 

Of that contest the traditional account may be seen mo&t eonTe-nieotly 
given, perhaps, in the Saakara Vijayaaltribittl'd'° to Madhavichir~·a. 
In the firet c1t11to of ahai workn, we are informed that the gods. 
1trongly impressed with the religiollB oorruptioo prnalent in thf' "orld, 
repaired to Kailasa, and asked Mahooen to adopt 11ome means by 
which soch corrupti•m might be ~d, and the Vedic system rehabili
tated for the ultimate happioese of 111aokiod. The Sankara Vijay11 
then stRtes tf:uit l\lahadeva promisl'd to grant the prayer of the gods ; 
and by way of commencing work at once addressl'd himself to bis son • 
.Kartikeya. :Ma.badE1Va, we read, told Kartikeva that the gods Vish1.1u 
and $esba had alrP.ady become incarnate on parth as ~Rnkarsha~a and 
Patanjali, for the purpose of saving the Upasana Kant)& from destruc
tion; tha~ he himself proposed to appear on t-11.rth 11s Sanl\arachary" 
to rrscue the Jfiftna Kinc;la; but that before he did 110,. Kartikeya 
should take upon hilD!elf the human form, "become the t'ull-moon of the 
S11radsea.son to the ocean-like pliilosopby of Jaimini,11 and preserve tbl' 
Karma Kan~": Mahi\den, then.accordiug to the Sankara Vijay11. we11t 
on to say as follows: "DescenJing to the earth, fix all regulationi; Lil 
accordance wiLb the Vedss, after O'\'ercoming llll the S11ugatas who ar~ 

19 Comr. on this s11.bject the remarks of Prof. BhludArkar ill Ilia Report on. 
E11.nakrit MSS. for 1883·4, p. 74. Jam bouuil to add here tbut.my u~teutiou ha.a 
lieen kindly drawn by P7of. Bhlim;IArilar to pp. II, 111, 20 of ti/~ Slibara Bbuilyll 
H coataining refutations of Buddbietic doctrines, though lludubists are uot 
e:apreHly namell there. It is important to boar this in mind, though I do no' 
cionsider that it seriously affects the view I am here putting forward. 

11 It is curious to note, that Kumiirila is the name of one of the Danddhv. 
patriarchs enumerated in the list at Indian Antiquary, \"ol. IX .. p. 149. 

• The late llr. Burnell 1•,.nsidereJ this work uot to be worthy of the 
great writer to whom it is attributed. This is true, in the sense that the work 
ia not really historioal in the ('roper signification of the word. Wheth .. r nenr. 
tbeleu the great M&dhadchArya did in fact write it, is a que11tiou whwh oan.no\ 
be here diB<'uAsed. 

u See pp. 15-l6 (Ana11d1~.ir:ima Aeries). 
• P. :!O, li~.51. 
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enemies of the teaching of the Vedu. Aud io order to help you, 
Brahmadeva also will become a Brahman oa.med Man4aoa, aod Indra 
a king uamed Sudhaovan." After these preliminary arrangem•n•s are 
concluded io hearen, the acene changes to the earth, and we are 
told that Iodra io human form became a model kiog io thill world, and 
Kirtikeya, a1 Bhatta par t.rcellence or Knmirila, alao appeared at bia 
court, "having acquired fame io elucidating the true teaching of the 
Vedas as espouoded in the Sutraa of Jaimini," Midhava then gives 
au account of the contest between KumArila 11Dd the Saugfttu before 
the king Sodhaovao, in which Knmarila is, of counie, represented 
aa victorious along the whole lioe11

• 'fhe upahot of it all ia that 

It may be interesti.og to epitomize in a note the aeeoant giYen by Ill· 
dhaTL After Knmlrila reached the capital or Budhanvan, he and tbe lluddhist 
PanditB were on one oooasion present in a great assembly held by tbe king. 
And there Kum&rila. ma.de a remark which was iotended to provoke the Bnddbists 
and put tbem on their mettle, and sncceeded indoi.og IO. Thea, Mldhavagoea 
on to ay, the BuddhiltB held high debate with Kumlirila, in thecouraeofwhich 
tbere wu mu oh mntnal criticism, and use rt ion by ea.ch party of its own dogmu. 
Ultimately, however, the Bauddhaa were ailenced, and KumArila ezpounded 
the Vedic ayatem before the king. But the king said: "Bucce88 and ill 
auooeaa in controversy depend upon ezteat oflearniug"-meaniag to 1111y thai 
it did not depend neceBB&rily on truth or untruth of opinion. Be then proposed 
another test, and Aid, "Whoever throws himBtllf down from a hill and remains 
nniajared, his is the trne opinion." All parties were taken aback. by thia 
propoaal, but Knmt.rila, "remembering the Vedas"-aa Mldhava takes care to 
aote-aacended to the top of a hill, and prooeeded to throw himself down from 
there, 1aying aloud, "If the Vedas are true, let me sustain no injury." Seeing 
him nniJljnred by the fall, the king became a believer in the Vedas. But the 
Sanptu said, "Thia i• no proof of the truth or his dootriuea. The body oan be 
kept aafe in thia way by n1ean11 of protecting (&ems (or tali11111ans) by inoaata.tiona, 
and by medicinem." ihen the king, seeing that they raised diapllte11 about 
what had occurred in th:ir very presence, declared. that he would ask them 
·all a question, and those who failed to auawer it, he said he would destroy b7 
engines of torture. Having Ba.id th.is, he brought an e&rthen jar oloaed at the 
month with a anake coiled up within it, and asked the Brahmanuand Buddhist& 
to aay what was in the jar. Both parties obtained time till the next day to give 
their anawen, and on that day, both having in the meanwhile received hint1 
from their own superhuman aources of icformation, the Saugatu said that the 
je.I- contained a snake, and the BrlhmB\la& that it contained Viahi:iu lying on 
the body of the great serpent. The king wu disconcerted, BB he had uow 
beoome a friend of the Br&hmaniat party, bat a voice from hearen reusnred 
him, and whea the jor wa.a opened, there in good sooth appeared the figure of 
Vi•ha;i11 as de•crihPd by the Brahmal)ae. '1'•·<>11 the king was aatisfieil, and 
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Sodhannn, it is atated, ilsued • proclamation annoonring that he 
would pot to death any 1ervant Qf hie who did not deatroy all Baud
dhH, inclnding old men and childrt>n, from the Himalaya to RAma's 
bridge. And thus the king, "following the guidance of Knmirila, 
destroyed the Jainas, the enemies of religion. And when the elephant
like Jaina11 were thus de1troyt>d by the lion-like Kumarila, the Vedic 
system spread around on all eides ·without any obstruction.".., 

We thw see that, according to the tradition embodied in the work 
of Madhua, Bha~a Kumii.rila, the great authority on the Mtmamsi 
philoao!;)by, was the moat prominent actor .. in a socceufol attack ou 
the Bauddhu and Jainaa--for both are indiscriminately mentioned .. 
in Midhava's narrative, as may be obst.rved neo in the epitome of it 
which I have ginn above. If we turn now to the Sankaravijaya, 
which is aupl'oaed, though, u I hold, erroneously supposed," to be 

4 

a work of Anandagiri, there, too, we are told that Kumii.rila, having 
defeated "innomerable Bauddha1 and Jainas " io intellectual conte1t11, 
and having also employed more material weapon• agRinst them, de
stroyed their " wicked opiniona."19 It rather appears from a com
P.•rison uf the two accounts, given by 1\18.dhava and the pseudo
An1111dagiri, th11t their narratives were probably nqt derived from 
one and the same source. Bot however that may be, I am dispoaed 
to think that the allo11ion contained.in the p!U8ftges from the Visa
vadatU which we have quoted above, ·is to the historical event.a which 
form •he basis of the statements contained in the two Sankaravijayu 
that have been now referred to. In 11aying this, I wiah to guard 

isaued the order for the deatruction of the BaoddhlUI which is mentioned in 
the tezt. Such conteat1 8R this appear to have been not very uncommon ia· 
those days. The following p&BA8g<3S in Biuen Tsiang may be compared. 
Buddhist 8'cords of the Western World, Vol. I., pp. 221, 237, Vol. II., p. 911, 
Life of Biuen Tsiang, p. 1114, and with the laet pusage oompare the deb1te. 
between AankarAch£rya nnd Mantjar.a litilra 811 re~rted in the Saokaravijaya • 

.. Pp. 18-9 aod er. Prof. B. a Wildon's E8118yB OD Sanskrit Literature, 
Vol. III., p. 95. See alao Wilaon's Belil(ionof the Hindus, Vol. II., p. 60. 

91 See MUbava's SnokBra Vijaya., VII. 6 (p. 290), where Sankara aay• to 
Kumlrila "I know yoo are K&rtikeya, oome down to the earth to dllltroy the 
Baogatu, the enemies of the Vedic ceremoni&.1." 

u Comp. Mudrlrikshua, Introduction, pp. ni., J:vii. and note. 
" See Indian Antiquary, Vol. V., 28 et seq.; also Barth'• Beligiona of India, 

pp.189-90. 
•• P. 2ll5 (Bibliotbeca Indio). 
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myaelf Against being undentood to withdraw from the op101on 
J have alre11dy e1preued, on more than one occuion, to theeWed that 
the alleged penecution of Biiddhiata or Jainaa by Sankarlchlrya and 
Kumirila is not a historic fact.19 811t the traditions, embodied in 
the two Sankaravijayu and also in the variou1 other eource1 nf 
ioformatio11 referred to by Profeuor Wil110n in hi1 diac1111ion of thi1 
t-opic, 11ppear tn point to the actual historic occurrence of an intellectual 
or theological debate or deb11tes of, probably, a eomewha.t 1pecial 
cb11racter,., in which the Brahmauaa, headed by Kumirila, were, at all 
eventa, in their own opioioo, succell8ful against all opponents of the 
Vedas, whether Jaioas or Bauddhu. Aud it 11ppeanto me, tha& thou 
debates, with the result here indicated, e:a:plain in their entirety the 
phrues we have quoted from Sub11odbo, and aleo that we pos11e11 no 
information about any other event which can afford any nplanation 
o( them. It must be home in mind that the phraaea in quet!tiou 
afford no hint of any interference by the ciril power in the defeat of 
the Jaioa and Bauddba systems to which they refer. They 10,;
gest only the defeat of the two heretical 1ystems of Buddhism and 
Jainism by the orthodox system of the Mtm&md. And such a 
defeat, 11 accqrding lo the Brahmanical report of the conteet, we may, 

• • Bee Jludrlrluhua, lutroduotion, pp. slviii. note and Iiii. The 
mention of JainBll in note 49 at p. :a:liv. there wu due to the reading or the 
old edition of JUdhava'1 t:laukaravija7a being '1rf1t inlte&d of fr:rr-t in what 

Prof. Wileon oalll King Budhanvan'R fatal decree. In forming a oomprehl'D· 
1ive judgment on the point made in the ten, we mu1t aleo take note of 
euch an e:1preuion u "ITftc:t~q;r whioh oooun in the Du&umin.oharita, 

p. 171 (Bd. b7GOfjbole and Parah), and &lao, perhap1, of the quotation in Beal'• 
Fo.Sho. Hing-Tsang-King (Saored Boob of the East), p. ltii., although that. 
1eema to belong to comparatively more anoient timee. Hee, too, Barth'• Reli· 
giou1 of India, p. 89, et seq. But I think the general truth of what i1 qid in 
the teat i1 not affected b7 theae 001llideratioD1. 

'° A1 to each debat111 generall7, -· int.rr alia, llas llBller'1 India; what it 
ClaD teach 01, p. 298, and Beal'• Buddhilt BeoordloUhe Weetern World, Vol I., 
p. 21•. Bee al10 Vol. II., pp. Z61·•, and the Life of Biuen Tliang, pp. 116, 691 

160, 176, 160. 
11 Probabl7 Tlr&nitha'1 etatementl may he fairly regarded u to eome 

esteut oorroboratiug the Brahmauioal aooountl, - Indian A.ntiq118.1'7, Vol. IV .. 
p. 3611. And it i1, perhaps, not altogether unwarrantable to 1uggNt that hi1 
def•t WU 17nohronou1 with the "new impul1111 to the WOl'llhip of Buddha" 
in China, &o., to which reference i1 made by Prof. Wil10n, Blay• on Ban1krit 
Li~are, Vol. lll., p. 198, ti ffi. See al80 Wil1011'1 &-71 on the Belifioa 

1 2 
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I think, accept 11 the hiatorical nucleua around which the fablea of 
the nrioua SankaruijAyu have gAthPred together: 

I ought to add, that in one of the pusages above referred to, Suban
dhu 11peaka of~ or Vedic te:1:t1, instead of the Mimamu 
philoaophy. I think, however, that the difference ofworda there doea 
not involve any substantial difference in the signification-the Vedic 
te~ta, the philoaophy of Jaimini, the Karma Kan~a, all being, in 
11ubstance, almost synonymous n:pressions in such a context as we 

. have here to deal with. And the victory of the Vedic system over the 
Jaina and Bauddha sy11tems which is wh11t they all allude to can, I 
think, be most properly interpreted a.a referring to the succeesful 
movement of Kumarila Bha~~a. 

Only " few lines after the Jut of the pasM~es quoted above from 
the V&savadattA occurs another, to which also, I think, attention 
ought to be drawn, u it is one which may be used, to a certain 
extent, to throw doubt on the theory I h11ye here propounded. 
Describing the condition of the w11rriora engaged in the conflict referred 

to, Snbandhn says <til~ttaill"li"'d {1J ~31 
.

One warrior wu deprived of the capRcity of hearing, spe11king and 
seeing, like the system of the Banddhas, by which the Vedic system 
wRS destroyed or much impaired. I think the allusion here must be 
taken to be to the condition of Indian society before the movement 
of Kum&rilll Bha~~a-a graphic description of which is put by Madha· 
Ylchirya into the mouth of one of the gods who went to KailAsa to 
invoke the help of $iva. I will give a free translation of the pa88&gP, 
as illustrating what were supposed to bl' the main features of the 
corrupt condition referred to. 81 

" Yon are aware, 0 Lord ! that for our aake Vishr;iu, in the form of 
Buddha, bu been imposingM upon the Suglltas. The earth ia now 
overcrowded by thOSP Bauddhu, who pot faith in his doctrinea and 
vilify the orthodo:1 philosophies. The enemies of Brahmanism hate 
the regulations of the castes and orders, and speak of the Vedic test& 

oftbe Hindus, Vol. II., p. 867. And as to tbe Jainu, Bee Indian .Antiquary, 
Vol. II., p. 227. May we look upon tbe faot that the Jainu were in8oeutial 
in the Sooth in the time of Polak8'i (Indian AntiqUAl'J, VoL II., p. lh) u 
pointing in the 11ame direction P 

•• P. 297. 
aa Oompare the e:ii:traot given in .Albirulli'• India by Saobau, Vol. I., p. 881. 
16 Cf. tbe qoot.ation from the Padma Pur&qa in Vijolna Bbikaho1

1 s&ulibya 
Pra'fllCiwia Bh&.bya, p. 7 led. lib&uanda VidyWgar). 
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as merely means oflivelihood for the prie1t. 15 No man ever perform• 
the Saudhyil and other ceremonie1, nor the Samny&aa; all are become 
heretic&. Thl'y close their ean immrdiately on hearing any one 
speaking of sacrifice1. Ho• then can religious rites go on, how can 
we enjoy the fruit of aacrificPa 1 HerPtica who believe in the Saiva 
and VailhI].RVa books, and who bear the marks of the Linga, the 
discus, &c., have given up all religious ceremonil'I, What holy Vedic 
text is there, rpferring u:clusively to the Supreme Being, that bu 
not been mauled by the besotted Bauddhaa? What rule of conduct 
has not been violated. by tho~e wicked Kipuliku89 who worship 
Bhairava by mP11ns of the freah-cut head of a twice-born man 1 Other 
systems tuo, 37 there are on earth, full of mischief, to which men resort . 
and come 10 misery. Therefore do you destroy all wicked people, and 
for the protection of mankind, establish the Vedic system so that the 
world may become happy." 

It appears to me that the last of the passage•, above quoted from 
Subandbu, may very fairly and rea1onably be interpreled as refPrring 
to the condition of things thus described as existing prior to the 
appearance of ·Kumarile., and so interpreted it does not· in any way 
militate against the interpretntion of the other pa11ages which has 
been proposed above. 

The result of these arguments, if correct, is that at the time when the 
V aaaVRdatta was composed, the teachings and controveniea of Kumarila 
Bh11t~ had already yielded rraults 1atiaf11ctory from the Brahm11nical 
point of view, 11nd that the religious reviv11l, which Kumirila ia believed 
to have inaugurated, had made rPrnarkable headway against the herl'tical 
views and practices then current, and, in fact, h11d successfully restrained 
the prevalence of 1111ch views and practicl's. Before paBBing to the 
conclusions which w11y be deducl'd from this proposition, it may be of 
interest to note, that in the KAdambari39 and Harsha Che.rile.30 of 

a 1 Cf. the verses at the end of the ChlrvAka Darian~ in the S&rvadar&a. 
11888ngraha. 

so These sectaries are mentioned several times by Hinen Tsiang. Bee Bud. 
dhist Records o( the Western World, Vol. I., pp. 55, 711, and Life of Hinen 
Tsiang, pp. 159-62 among other pa.uages. And see Sankaravijaya, Canto xi. 

ar Bee the verse11 referred tn in note H sapra. and Anande.giri'a Bankara
vijaya paasim. 

u Bee inter alia, pp. 61, 95, 131, S09 (Peterson's J:d.). 
• • Bee inter al», pp. Hl, 158, 167, 181, 185, IM, 22-&1 "66, 4.89, 50-i, 2!7 

(KA6mlr li:d.). 
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Bil}•. and in the DU.kumara Charita.a of DamJin, we find allusions to 
the Mtmlmal, and to the Bauddha aod.Jaioa systems u well, bot there 
i1 no allusion to any contest brtweeo them. I do not know that we can 
draw any historic conclu1ion from these facts with any ce1tainty. But 
u we know now that Biii:iacame aome time after Bubandbu, and in all 
probability deliberately set himself to outdo the latter, the circumstance 
that be makes no uee of the incident• which Suhandho refers to with 110 

mu.ch frequency may be used 11 1aggnting an inferenee, thlll while the 
"irnpreelion created by those incident• waa fresh or at all eTenta t1ad not 
died out in the time of Subandho, in Bii:ia's time it wu no loogPr such a 
liring recollection •• to be made use of for literary purposes. And, 
on the other hand, the absence of all allusion to those incidents 
in Dan4Jin's work, though it seems to me to be an even weakrr 
buis for any chrooologic<tl theory, may, so far a1 it goea, be lookeri 
upon u nplained either by the circumstance that Dan4in li•ed b!!fore 
those incidents occurred at all, or that he lived at too great a distance 
after them. The former view would be in harmony •ith the 
opinion of tboae who MBign Dan4in to somewhere about the sixth 
century A. D. ;•1 the latter with that of those who agree with Prof. 
H. H. Wil11on in allotting him to about the eleTenth or twelfth,•• In 
•yiog thia, I bATe not lost sight of the fsct, that in my paper on the date 
af Sankarlchlry11, I threw ont the 1oggestion. that Mldhadchirya's 
1tatement about Sankarichirya having overcome Dandin among others 
in philoeophic controveny is not altogPlher to be scouted and dis
miued out of court in a historical invntigation... If it should turn 

•• Bee itder alill, pp. 11, 48,4.i,M,56 (Biihler), ud p. 187 ofthe edition by 
Go4bole and Parab. 

u Bee for references Indian Antiqnary, Vol. IIL, p. 811, and Cf. :Mu Muller, 
India; what it can t.eaoh na, pp. 332, 3118. 

•• Bee Prefaoe- to DaiaknmAracharita in Baaaya on Sanskrit Literatnre, 
Vol. I., p. 346, and Pete.:aon•1 recent paper on Conrtehip in India. Compare 
with this Indian Antiqwuy, Vol. IV., p. 83, where Dr. Biihlar mention• a oopy 
ef the Kh'J"ldaria made in 1105 A. D. In hie Preface to the Ddaknmlraeharita, 
Part II., Pt1terson haa argued thia qneetion et some length. In referenoe to 
the name Chhandovichiti, allnded to in that Prefaoe, it may hereafter be of 
11118 to point ont that Bnbandhn mention• a wort of thU; name. (Bee Vban.
datt&, pp. 119-2.15.) I will not, howenr, ro fnrther into this qne1tion on the 
preeent ooouion. 

H Bee my llndrlribhua, Introdnotion, p. L. I haft lrinoe notioed, that 
Prof. Wil9on 1peat1 of the author of the DU.tnmAracharita u one of th• 
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out hPreo11fter that the tentAtive chronological auigomenta here pro;. 
pounded are correct, Midhua's 1tatement above referred to may, 
perhaps, have to be ti.ken cum grano, and modified to thi1 extent, 
that Saokariichary11 should be held not to be Pxactly a contemporary 
of Damjio, but to belong to the ne:a:t generation, his youth, perhap1, 
synchronizing with the )Ast yean of Dao4in11 life. Or ihat state
ment may, perhaps, have to be rPjected altogethPr, in view of the 
other evidence. But all thia is at present too conjectural throughout 
BS rrguds the prrmiaes and the conclusion and the logical bc>nd that 
unites them, and it is nted)ess therefore to punue the matter any 
forth Pr. 

The, main conclusions to which we have thus far been led are, first, 
that Subftndhu in all likelihood belongs to the laU.er part of the sii:th 
century ,or at the very latPst to the beginning of the seventh; aecondJy, 
that Sub1mdhu knows of the eminent Buddhist authority Dharma• 
kirti, who must, thereforr, have flourished aome conaiderable time 
before the end of the t1i1:th century; thirdly, th:\t Subandhu probably 
knew of Bh11i~ Kumirila, and the succe11 of his movement for a revi
val of the Vedic religion as ag11in1t the Jainas and Buddhists; and 
therefore, that KumArila mU1t likewise have ftouri~hed some consider· 
able time before the end of the si1th century. These various conclu· 
sions, it will be noticed, are, 10 far u they go, in complete hannouy 
with the proposition which Dr. Burnell puts forward on the faith of the 
Tibetftn authorities ei:amined by him-namely, that Dharmakirti 11nd 
Kumarila were contemporaries. I doubt, however, whether they CRn 
be l'f'COnciled with the 1t11temeot which Mr. S. P. Pandit has discov· 
ered in one of the MSS. of the MAJati MAdhava of Bhavabhuti
namely, that BhavabbUti was a pupil of Kumirila Svimin. 0 Now 
Bhavabhuti is assigned by Prof. Bhindirhr .. to the end of the 
seventh century and the beginning of the righth. If that usignment 
is correct, it is hardly probable, though it is not, perhaps, absolutely 
impossiblr, that Bhavabh1lti's teacher can have been referred to hy a 

writer who belongs at the latest to the beginning of the sev~th century. 

clue of lll!Cetice "dABCended from BanbrlohArya.." See hia E-y• on the 
Religion of the Hindu, Vol. I .• p. Z03 note. Bot no aut.liority ia addnced for 
the statement. 

•• See Ga.o4Java.ho, lntrodootion, Note iv.1 pp. I05, •t Bflq • 

.. IUlati JIAdbavl, preface, p. iv. Bee aJao hia Report on Banabit .MSS. 
for 1881-8', p. 15. 

1 2 * 
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llr. Pandit himself allots Bhavabhuti to about 625 to 685 A.D.; and 
Kumirila to brtween 590 and 650 A.D. Even if these dates are 
acceptrd:" the cooclusions we have arrived at. having regard to the 
grouoda upon which they are rested, can scarcely be reconciled with 
them. If, therefore, the suggested relation between Kumirila ·and 
Bhavabhuti is established, the theory I have here propaunded will, 
m all probability, have to be abandoned. Bot can we accept the 
suggested relation on the authority simply of the statement in the 

·colophon of one MS. of the Milati Midhua 1 In the fil'llt plRce, 
of course, we hRve nu means for forming a judgment on the authority 
for that 1tatement or its value, for we do not even know who 
makes it!7 Secondly, if upon the oncorroboratrd authority of such 
a statement, we are to accept the alleged relationship between Bha
vabhdti and Kumirila, we oannot properly refuse credence t'l " 
similar statrment about Subandhn being the aister's son of V naru
chi, '" in which c11ae Dharmakirti and Kumirila and many others· 
will have to be placed some three or four centuriea at leaat before 
the Christian Era. Ag•in it is to be remarked that the author of 
the lUlatt M&dhRva, m one of these colophon& is described as ~
f<ME"irfiiii\fl'iiilWllir•-~tttll••"'''· And it ia a curious cir
cnmstail.ce that U mvekichirya is stated in Madhavachi.rya's San
karavijaya418 to have been the popul1u name .of Man41111a Misra, 
now better known by his later title of Sure8varAchilrya. •0 And we Rlso 
learn from the same work that this Umvek• aliaa Manq11na Misra 
aliaa Surehara was a favourite pupil of KumArila, 01 and according 
to the· other Sankaravijaya, his sister's husband too.•• If this 
inforfllation is accepted, the name Bhavabhdti will have to be added to 
the three aliaaes alre11dy enumerated! But the puzzle thus pre
sented to us must be left here in that condition. I oannot deal with 

H AB to which see Dr. Biihler'a remark&. VieDDa Journal, Vol. II., p. 332, 
1t seq. 

u Aa a general principle, I ahould aay that information of this che.re.cter is 
of little or no historioal valae except when it is quite oonei1tent with all els~ 
known as bearing on the B&IDe topio, and fits in qaite well with snch previous 
knowledge. 

0 Bee Rllll's VAmvadattA, Preface, pp. 6-7 and notes there. 
0 Bee Canto VII. at. 116. 
90 llildhava'1 Sanka..-avijaya., Canto X. st. 10'-
u lbid. Canto VII. st. 117. Be w&11 also known It.II Vilvarlipa. 
11 P. 236. 
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it now. Returning to the affiliation of Bhavabhll.ti to Komlrila, it is 
to be noted, th11t Mr. Pandit does not appear to have compared the state
ment o( his MS. on that point with the statement ofBhavabhll.ti himself 
made in the Mabiivir11charita (and, according to one Palmleaf MS., in 
the Mala.ti Madhava11 a!so) that his Go.ru wu a perlon who rejoiced in 
" the well-deserved name of Jiiinanidhi." There i1 no evidence at pre
sent u·a.ilable to us which woo.Id in. any way warrant our holding that 
Jiiananidhi waa one of the alia1t1 of Kumarila. And again, although 
there is some force in Mr. Pandit's argument, that" the tradition th11t 
he (1cil. Bba.vabhOti) waa a pupil of Kumarila Bhai~a was not invented 
by his 11dmirers from his being known t.o be learned in the JrlimAlD8i, "
it would, oo the other hand, be a moat remarkable circumstance that a 
pupil of the most conepicuons of the modern 11uthorities on the Purva
Mlmamsii-a.nd so excellent a pupil, too, as Bhavabhuti must have been 
-should say nothing a.bout his own qualifications in that particular 
branch of learning, when he was stating his qualifications in the Siinkhya 
and the Yoga. It is further remarkable that he should fail to make 
any allusion to that ominent teacher, who must, if the traditiooa a.bout 
him are of any value, have filled a very large apace indeed iu the eyes, 
at all events, of his Hindu cootemporariea,-and this, while he does 
m11ke upreSB mention of his Guru Jii.iinanidhi, who, apparently has 
long been consigned to the limbo of oblivion. Nor must we omit to 
note, that there is considerable weight due to the suggestion of Prof. 
Bhlin«Jarkar, that Bhavabhuti was prob11bly ioiti11ted io the secrets of 
the Vedanta, H and therefore, too, this aseociation of him with Kumirila 
and the Pllrva Mlmamsa cannot be acceptl'd except on very much 
stronger evidence than is forthcoming in this cue. Upon the whole, 
I think, we are not at present in a position so far to trust the state
ment about Bhavabhllti having been a pupil of the famous Mimamsa 
commentator Kumirila," as to be called upon, on the strength of that 
statement, to abandon conclusions inconsistent with it, which are 
deducible from the other materials available to us. 

I allow myself only a very few words on the paper of Mr. K. B. 
Pathak on Dharma.kirti and Sankariichirya, t.o which I have already 

u Prof. Bha~dArkar'a Pref'aoe, P. V. and 1&180 p. S7ll. 
• • Bee Preface, Zoe. cit. I cannot recall an7 alIUBion to Phva Mlm&ma& 

doctrines io the dramaa of Bhavabh6ti. 
• • Dr. Biihler'a taveat on the 1object i1 alBO a perfeotl7 f'air one, see Vienna. 

Journal, Vol, II., p. 340. 
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once referred, Bis main conclusion is intended to be supported by 
further evidence which he promises to deal with in a ;mbsequent 
paper or papers. And holding, u I do, very strongly to the opinion 
that most conclusions in Samkrit chronology must depend on what: 
ever may be the cumulative force of all the evidence that bears upon 
them, 18 I do not think it fair or deairable that I should now deal 
with those arguments which alone he has at prtsent put forward. 
It is, however, allowable to point out even now, that Mr. Pathak, 

·in his paper, bu failed to compare the facts which he brings 
forward, with other facts bearing upon the question, even those which 
are att.ested by at least equally good evidence. Thus, while he deals 
with the Chinese evidence about Dbarmaklrti's dRte, be omits to deal 
with evidence derived from the same qu11rt.er rtgRrding the date ot 
GauCJ.apilda,"' which hRs, of course, a most important bearing on the 
date of SankarAcbirya ;-or again, when he argues that Sankarachirya 
most have flourished more than half a century after Dharm!l.kirti, 
"who had already attsined the rank of a classical anthority " in the 
time of the fonner, Mr. Pathak must also, on the other hRnd, weigh 
the fact that that argument, •hen applied to the mutual chronological 
relations ofDharmakirti, Subandhu, and Bi.y.a, would place Dharma· 
kirti about the early part of the sixth century. However, as I have said, 
I do not wish to eumioe Mr. Pathak's argument, while it is yet im
perfectly elaborated, When the additi~nal information which he pro
mises is brought forward, then will be tlie proper time to re-examine 

u Cf. the obaervation aC Prof. Mu J.liiller in his Pl'efa.ce to the Dhamma
pada (Baored Books of the East), pp. x. xi. 

" See 1. R. A. 8. (N. 8.), Vol. X., p. 865. The reference given in the 
Introdnotion to my Mndrtrt.kehua is erroneous. And compare the remarks 
on the work: mentioned by Mr. Beal at Bnnyin Nanjio's Catalogue, p. 287. 
We have not here a oaae of only equivalence of names-which Mr. B. Da'fids 
has very properly refuaed to accept as conclusive evidence o{ the identity 
of the things indicated by the names. (See Introduction, Buddhist Snttae 
in Sacred Books of the Eut, p. xuviii.) Mr. Beal, after oomparing the con· 
tents of the two works, holds that the Chinese work ie a translation of lBvara 
Kriah~a's KArik&a and Gan.,.aplda'a Bhlahya. If then the GautJaplida, who 
wrote that Bhishya wu the teacher of BaokarAobarya's teacher, Govinda Y~ti 
(see Colebrooke'a Ea1&ya, Vol· I., p. 238, and Weber's History of Indian Litera
ture, pp. 188-7, and alao Dr. Fitz-lldward Hall's Preface to the SAnkhyaeAra, 
Bibliothaoa Indioa, p. 89, and note and Wilson's S&nk:hya K&rikA, p. 257), it is 
abiolntely imp01111ible to aooept 788 A..D. u the date of the birth of Sankara. 
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the whole case. The points I have oow thrown out have been thrown 
out rather 'lt'itb the wish that when Mr. Pathak does discu111 the 
fresh facts he is going to adduce, be should discuBS them io the light 
of other facts which are equally well ascertained, and even of those 
which, though not 10 well ascertaiot'd, have a reasonably satisfactory 
historical basis of evidence to rt'st upon. I will add only one word 
more--and that to point out that if llr. Pathak's conclusioo, as he 
indicates in more than one place in his la.st paper, is that Sankariichirya 
"flourishtd" in the eighth century, that conclu1ion, a1 thus put, 
is not consistent with Sankara's having been born in 788 A.D.
which was the cooclusioo arrived at in his first p11per. In 788 A.D. 
thert' were only twelve years of the eighth century left, and one could 
hardly be speaking accurately in speaking of Sankariichirya a11 
"flourishing," at a time when he was a boy of not more than twelve 
years of age.08 The stories cont11ined in the books of Miidhava aod 
Anandagiri which make out that Sankarachlirya wa1 a prodigy of 
learning at that or even an earlier agt'," 8 of course, cannot be treated 
as historic&l upon their voucher uclusively. 

In this connexion, it is also curious to note, tb11t in Albiruoi'11 
famous book, there RppeRrs to be no reference to the Vedanta 
philosophy, or to the followers of Sankarachlrya. There are all118ion11 

18 I notice that in Biihler's Introduction to his Mano (Sacred Books of the 
l:ast, p. csi.) the dale aHigned to th~ S&rlraka Bh!shya ill 804 A.D. As 
Dr. Biihler accepts the so-cal.led traditional datA of 788 A.D. for Sankara's 
birth, this would make him only sixteen years of age when his greatest work 
was written. 1 cannot help suspecting some mistake here. [ may, perhaps, 
be permitted to add, as Dr. Biihler's accept"nce or the "traditional" date is 
due partly to its being supposed to be corroborated by the Sringeri records, 
that such snpposition wonld seem to be in fact incorrect. The evidence of 
the Sringeri records has been adduced by me and commented on at J. B. B. 
B. A. 8., Vol. X., 372, et seq. The circumstance mentioned in the note there 
at p. 374 would rather sAem to point to the list set ont being based on 
the Kndalgi list. Bnt it is actually stated to have come from Sringeri. With 
that list may be compared the one given in Prof. H. H. Wilson's lll!B&yB 011 

the Religion of the Hindn.1, Vol. I., p. 201, et aeq. I am BOrry I eannol refer 
to DeoBBen's book, which is cited in Dr. Biihler'1 note. 

•• With ref11rence to the observations oontained in note 9 in my Introdne
tion to the Mndr&rlkshasa (p. JU::i:viii.), it ill worthy of remark that in the 
list referred to in the last note (see. p. 373) 82 years i11 stated to be the pci·:·xl 
of .. the doration or oflice " of Saokarich&rya. 
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to the Sinkhya andY oga systems, and quotations from writers appertain
ing to them, 80 and there are all!o allueione to the Bhagavadgtti and 
quotations in considerable number from that work. 81 Aud yet there 
i11 no allusion to Saukaricbarya., or his achool. The f.ct i11 curiou11 in 
any case, but it appeara to me that, if Saukarichbn'11 career Calla 
about the middle of the ninth century, as it muat if he wa11 born in 
788 A.D., it i11 much more curious than if that career frll about the 
middle or end of the 11i:1th century. It can hardly be conaidered pro
bable, that the great movement which js conul'cted with the name of 
Sankarachirya should so early aa within about one hundred and fifty 
years, hn.ve been wiped off' from the memories of men, ao that a minute 
and careful inquirer aa Albiruni is by his works shown to have been, 
should hear nothing about Sankara or his sect from any of his 
informante. 81 It may be added, thllt of the Buddhists, also, Albiruni 
failed to obtain anything like a full or satisfactory account. 11 His 
references to them are few, and such as he himself ia not satisfied with. 
May it be that the decadence of Buddhism, which had doubtleu berome 
accelerated soon after the movement of Kumarila and Sauk:arichirya, 
had in the three centuries following become almost complete ?0 

The same considerations which, as above stated, have induced me to 
forego for the present an euminatiou of the fresh evidence adduced 
by Mr. Pathak, hSJ.ve led me to the conclusion, that it is also advisable 
to hold over at present that re-e:1amioatiou of the old evidence btariog 
on the date of Kumirila and SaukaruchArya, which Mr. Fleet invited 
me to institute in 1887.15 Mr. Fleet's discuuion of the NepBI chro
nology has led him to the conclueion, that according to the traditions 
of that province ~ankarichirya's date would fall somewhere between 
635 and 655 A.D., aa between those dates flourished the king 
Vrishadeva, in whose reign Saukarichirya visited the province of 

•o See intet- alia., Vol ·I. Preface, p. 8, and pp. 'Ill, 80. 
11 See intef' alia, Vol. I., p 19. 
11 Dr. Biihler has shown (see Indian Antiquary, Vol. XIX., p. 882) that 

Albiruni speakA of a period which was 270 yea.rd before hia (aocording to Sir A. 
Cunningham's Chronology) u not much anterior to our time. I may add thag 
the PClrva Mimlmsl of Ja.imini is named by Albirnni, Vol. I., p. 1321. 

ea See Vol. I., pp. 40-1. 
H This, of courae, ia not the only poes!ble aplanation. Bee Prof. Baohau'1 

auggeetion at Albinmi, Vol. I., p. :dvii. 
•• Indian Antiquary, Vol. XVI., p. 41. 
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Nepal, and who named his son Rfter the great philosopher.•• Upon 
this Mr. Fleet naturally thinks, that a.a the date thus ascertained 
comes so near to the date deduced by me from other evidence, a re
examination of both, with a view, if possible, toharmonise them by some 
alight adjustments is very desirable. Although I concur in this view, 
still" I think th..t as we may now fairly consider ourselves to be "within 
meaeurRble distance" of some new facts bearing on the whole ques
tion, the endeavour to harmonise the dAtes above referred to should be 
mRde in the light of those new facts ~hen published, if, indeed, those 
new facte do not dispense with the nece88ity of any harmonising at all, 
as Mr. Pathak seems to anticipate. While, however, I do not wish 
to enter upon a re~~amination of the whole question just now, I may 
add here a remark or two with reference to the point made by Mr. Fleet. 
It is to be observed, then, that if we accept Mr. Fleet'• dates and 
the Nepiil tradition, the activity, both of Kumarila Bha.~~ •7 and of 
Sankaricharya, will hRVe to be a.ssigned to about the very period in 
which Hiuen TsiRng was making his famous journey in India, and 
we must also hold apparently that at leut SankarachBrya must have 
been in the midst of his career when the Chinese traveller was in the 
country. If so, it would certainly be a very remarkable circum
stance that Hiuen Tsiang should have said nothing about either of the 
greAt champions of Brahmanism in his writings. The late Dr. Burnell 
relied on the absence of 1111 reference in Hiuen Tsiaog'H writings to Kuma
rila-'1 the great and dangerous Brahman enemy of the Buddhists"•
as proving that Kumirila must have flourished after 645 A..D. This 
" negAtive argument," is, in this particular case, even stronger than as 
put by Dr. Burnell. For, in the Life of Hiuen Tsiang, we have an 
account of a discussion between Hiuen Tsiang and a heretic, in the 
course of which the former noticed in succession the various opinions 

u IbMI. and Indian Antiquary, Vol. XII. p. 850. 
• T I aaaume here, of oourae, in aooordance with onr old tradition, that Kumil

rila and Sankara may be treated practically u contemporariea. That tradition 
bu not been impeached, as far as I am aware, by those who have written about 
it, though Prof. Wilson's remarks at E1111&ys on the Beligion of the HindOB, Vol • 

. II. p.166, may be read, to some extent, as oonaistent with a doubt about its 
oorreotnesa.. I am not aware, however, of any speci6o reason for doubting 
that tradition. 

., See hia SamavidbAna Br4hmal}a Prcfaeo, p. vi. 

2:4 
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of the dift'erent heretical 1chool1.89 Neither the 1ehool of Kumarila 
nor th1t of S1nk:ara ii there alli,tded to, although if they were just 
then becoming 10 conspicuou1 u the workl and the oral co11trorer1ie1 
of those two philosophen must have made them, one might very 
fairly expect such an allusion. Nor cau we account for Hiuru Tsiang'• 
silrnce on the ground that the fame of Sankaricharya or Kumariia 
may not thPn have been established, and that they may not have filled 
the same large apace in the eyes of their contemporaries that they do 
in the view of posterity. Thia, as a general observation, would 
doubtless be perfrctly reuonable. But on the hypothesis of the 
Nepil tradition, we are bound to hold that Sankariichiirya's fame, 
and probably also Kumarila'a, must have been both widesprrad and 
thoroughly established some considerable time before 65:> A.D. 011 
the other hand, Biii;ia's Harsha Charita enables us to fis the Aupani. 
shada sect as one which must have flourished at a time before tho 
journey of Hiuen T11ianir in India. ' 0 I am, therefore, at present 
rather inclined to hold, that the careers of KumArila nod $aokarl1-
charya had both become so much things of the past in his time, as to 
have had no interest for a Buddhist like Hiuen Taiang; and that the 
p•·ugreaa of the heretics noted by Hiuen 'fsiang, 71 when contrasted 
with the flourishing condition of Buddhi1m, as we gather it from the 
earlier narrative of Fa· Hien, 71 must be- taken to be indicative of the 
succeaa which, in the interval betwelm the toure of the two pilgrims, 
had already been achieved by Brahmanism under Kumiirila aud 
Sankara. ra 

n See Beal' a Life of Biuen T1iang, p. 168. I have not noticed any reference 
to this incident in the 811ddhiat Becords ofthe Weatern World. 

,., Beep. 4.S9 (KUmlr Ed.) and the Introduction to my Edition ofBhartrihari', 
pp. ii:., L In connexion with this, however, it is necessary also to consider 
the remarks of Prof. BbAncJjrkar in his Report on 8an1krit MSS. for 1883-4, 
p. 74, and see Kern'• Introduction to the 8addharmapan4arika (Sacred Booh 
of the .1!:11.1t), p. nviii. note. 

n Bee the reforence11 collected in the notea pp. i:Iiv. i:u. to my Introdnu
tion to the Kndr&rikahua. And compare Budd.hi.at Becorda of the Weateru 
World, Vol. II. p. 116. 

'• See ir&ter Cilia. Beal'a Buddhist Becorda of the W eat.am World, Introduction 
Vol. I. pp. nii:. u:r.. i:nvii. lvi. l:n:i. snii. 

'" Thia is also the conclnaion indicated in a note at J. B. B. R. A. 8. Vol. 
XV 11 l. p. ·i, ou tho strength of the fa&ct11 there alluded to. I have notioed 
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Since writing the above, I have aeen the obse"ation of Prof. Mu 
Miiller in a note in "India: what it can teach ns," to the effeoct that 
.. Subandhn in his VunadattA recnn 1everal timea to the eclip1e that 
has come over the Mimimsi and Nyiya throngh the teaching of the 
Buddhiata."76 I hne not noticed any auch puaages escept the last one 
of j;hose I have quoted. It is, therefore, unlucky that no references 
are given to them. Prof. Max Muller, however, doee refer to Prof. 
Weber'• lndiaclae &rtifen. On turning up the p11sage in that work 
which is relied on,'" I find that u far back 11 1854 Prof. Weber drew 
attention to the nrioua pasaages which I have made the basi1 of my 
theory in thi1 paper. None of those paseages, however, u already 
shown, alludes to an eclipse having come over the Mimimei through 
Buddhist teaching, bot rather the contrary. Nor again have I come 
acro111 aoy reference whatever to an eclipse coming over the Nyiya 
Philo10phy.18 Perhapa Prof. Ma:a: :Muller's note was based on an im
perfect reminiscence of the passage in Subandho where lftiiiji+ll.,..iii" 
is apoken of •. But there the Nyiya Philosophy is not the aubjeot 
alluded to. The oaly passage, aa already atated, pointing in the 
direction indicated by Prof. Mai: Muller is the fifth of those W"hich I 
have quoted above, and which is the only one of the five that Prof. 
Weber bu not mentioned in his essay. :My explanation of that 
puaage I have already aet forth. 

several puaages in Hinen TBiang which speak of many olUBes of Hinda Bet-taries 
dwelling together in Temples in hiB time, Bee e.g. Vol. I. pp. 198, IOO, Vol. II. 
p. H. Might not tJu. fact be taken u indioating that anion of all the Vedic 
aeota which must have been in emtenoe at the time of the movement of 
KnmArila and Sankara aga.i.n.Bt the enemies of the Vedic ll)'Btem, and which 
probably oont.lnaed for llOIDe generations aft.er the 1111coe1B of that movement P 
If this saggeation is oorreot, it will npport to 1ome extent the view thrown 
oat in the text. 

,. Bee p. 808, note 2. 
u Vol. I. pp. 878, 9, 
" It ia not quite clear why auoh an eolipllEI should come " through the 

teaching or the Baddhiata," for as Prof. Mu Muller himself poiota oat, emi
nent Baddhiat amthoritiea omltivated tht Ny&ya Philoaophy, and even wrote 
works on topics connected with it. Bee India, whi&t it can teach na; pp. 805, 
808, 861, and 1. B. B. B . .&.. B., Vol. XVII. pp. 4.7, et seq. 

rr P. 93. 
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ART. XIII.-A Brief 81"1tch of tlie Portuguese and their 
Language in the East. By .J. GERSON DA CUNHA, 

M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., K.C.J., K.G.G., K.C.I., &c. 

[Bead, let December 1891.J 

"History arrests the wings of Time .ia hie flight to the GnlJ' of Oblivion." 

Edmund Burke. 

When I promised the Honorary Secretary to read a paper before 
this Society, I at the same time apprized him of the choice of the 
subject, which was "The Vicissitudes of Mombasa." This theme is of 
some importance at present, and one with which my studies of the 
Portuguese, their great maritime discovl'ries, their conquests, 1md the 
influence of their civilisation in the East for about four centuries, as 
well as my long connection with this ll'arned Society, h11d made me 
somewh11t familiar. 

ltwas in September 1875 that copies of some Portue::ul'se inscriptions, 
discovered on the walls of the Fort of Mombasa by l\lajor Euan Smith, 
Political Agent and Consul-General, Zanzibar (now, I believe, British 
l\linister at l\Iorocco), were sent to me through this Society for 
decipherment and translation for the Fort>ign Department of the 
Government o( India, and were eventually published in the Proceed
ings of the A1iatic Society of Beng11l for that yeRr. 

Seventeen years-grande 11101tali1 aevi spatium, a long span of one's 
mortal days,-which are sufficient to bring a man from youth to middle 
age, ha\"e al11s ! carried off many of my early nssociates here. With 
two or three exceptions, the feces of those who were then present 
have been mostly removed by death, and a few by retirement to 11 
dist11nt land. 

There was then no forecast, no indication of the actu11l partition of 
Africa. There were no Congo Free States, nor the British Protec
torate of Eg~·pt. The British Sovereign chartered companies, such 
ns the Imperial E11st Africa, the South Africa, the Roy11l Niger, were 
hardly in au embryonic stage; while the German Oatafrilcaniac/ie 
Gw.flarliofl and the It"lian Co!o11iu Eritrea h11d not been dreamt of. 
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The Portuguese alone, being the first among the modem nations of 
Europe to. penetrate into the unknown regions of the dark continent. 
held some possessions on both its western and ea.stern coasts. Their 
presence there was the outcome of their early geographical rrsearches, 
and vindicated the legitimacy of their title to occupation; but their 
subsequent vacillating policy had encouraged younger and more 
vigorous nations to cont.est those rights, to forget that the tradition 
of their ancient glory entitled them to a degree of regard, and to seek 
territorial aggrandizement at their expense. The Portuguese, in spite 
of their comparative decrepitude, resisted these violent attempts at 
spoliation, 11ltho'ugh not with much success; for in the end la force 
prime le droit. 

But within the period of seventeen yea.n which has intervened, the 
settlements above mentioned have been fully equipped with the usual 
concomitants of such establishments. Among the different manifesta
tions of sovereignty, the most tangible are, doubtless, the striking 
of money and its circulation. The currencies issued by each of these 
Sta.tea or companies have added new coins to onr numi&matic collec
tions. My own coin-cabinet baa not been remiss in 11cquiring speci
mens of these interesting historical documents, an exhibition of which 
may, perhaps, interest some of the members present, to whom I shall 
hE glad to show them. 

A comparison of the Mombasa copper coin with the early Bombay 
pice, issued soon after the cession of the island, shows a gre11t 
difference in the patterns of the two coinages. The East African 
Company has reproduced, on both silver and copper, the reverse type 
of the later copper coin of the East India Co., the balance with the 
word adel in Arabic characters between the acales,-a symbol of even
handed or equally-balanced justice which bad once such a fascina
tion for the imaginative Hindu. 

Mombasa, which was one of the most flourishing and wealthy cities 
on the eastern coast of Africa during the Portuguese rule, carried on a 
large trade with both the interior of that continent and the Indian 
coaat, esp'!cially with the towns of Diu, Damaun, Baasein, Chaul, and 
Goa. It was strongly fortified, and contained some remarkable 
churches and convents. Its history is full of romantic episodes, and 
its riae, decline and fall, like the vicissitudes of nations or families, 
cannot fail to teach as useful lessons of the little stability there is 
even in the highest gifts of fortune. 



It ii now reported that ~his ruined city is, like the mythological 
Phcenis:, springing up from its aahea. Its revival, in connection with 
the progreu and development of the recently formed Afric1n com
panies, cannot fail to redound to the welfare of this great peninsula. 
I have already met with not a few Indiana who have inaugurated 
emigration to Africa-a mol"ement which moat eventually swell to large 
proportion1, by leading the overplu1 of our overcrowded districts to 
its vut equatorial region&, where no other foreign race can thrive 
so well. The Portuguese aettlementa illustrate this fact. A prosperous 
Indian colonization will, in proceu of time, not only promote 
materially the adva~cement of commerce, but multiply the resources 
of India by the demand created for its products. · 

In spite of the RttractiveneBB of this subject, I am obliged to leave it 
uide for the present and pus on to the one which poBBesaes now 
for us at lea.st an element of sctuality. It is what the French, with 
their characteristic ver11e, would ca.II unt queation palpitante d'interet. 

I. 

My aim in undertaking this evening, in redemption of a pledge, to 
read this paper,-11 paper written a.midst distractions of an absorbing 
nature-hall been not only to record a. protest against the degradation 
involved in the levelling down of the .noble language and literature 
of a European oat.ion to the plane of the Indian vernaculars without 
anv literature worthy of the name, but also to demonstrate the 
be~efits and the civili11ing influence of this language, whl'rever it is 
spoken in the two hemispheres, and that it11 true place is by the side 
of the French and the Italian, the Spanish and the German. 

In order to attain this object I think I could not select a. better 
platform than this Society. Sir William Jones, the pioneer of British 
Orientalistil in India, 111id when founding the Bengal Society:-" The 
bounds of its investigation will be the geographical limits of Asia ; 
and within these limits its inquiries will be es.tended to whatever is 
performed by man, or produced by nature.'' These words are appli
cable to our Society. Considering the e::i:ten• of ita rese11rehes 
into the various languages of the East, during the ninety years of its 
e1:iateuce, it will not be inappropriate to devote a few lines to the historical 
nney of the language of the pioneers of West.em civilisation into 
Indi11.. The lodes carefully prepared and lately published by our 
intrlligrnt and actirl' ARRist.ant Secretary and librarian, Mr. Tinrekar, 



dupJ11ys, at 11 glance, the rich'1e81 or the materials embodied in the 
21 volumes of the Tnn111etions and Journal• or this Society, which 
contain more articlea and mrmoirs relating to the hi1tory and arch
Eology of the Portuguese in the East than all other Asiatic Journals, 
and to which it ha• been my privilege to contribute, within the narrow 
sphere of my humble eft'orta, whatever my limited opportunities 
enabled me to investigate. 

Although the dominant note or this paper ii the Portuguese lan
gunge, it is neYerthele111 surrounded by a seriH of collateral subjects, 
which naturally creep in from a close connection with the main theme. 
It is like the motive in a musical piece almost •mothered amid11t 
apparently incongruous and engrouing variations-a mere part and 
parctl, a ptzso, 111 an Italian maestro would 11y, ofa 11ymphony. Even 
in the rapid survey of a landscape one cannot overlook the colour, and 
the light and shade, which make theruselvrs vi1ible. For it is not 
the Portuguese language alone, but religion, polity, laws, social habits, 
and numerous otht.r 11ul>tle psychic influence•, fir11t imported into thi11 
country, and imprintP.d almoet indelibly on some aectiona of the Indian 
mind, that are so many factors in the moulding of the lndo-Portugurae 
community. It ia, indeed, impoasible to detach one part from the 
other without doing violence to the aynchronoua character of this 
social organism. 

A noent writer on Portugal, Mr. B. Mone Sttphena, tr1ating or 
the period of the Portuguese navigation and conqueats in India, 
says:-" Yet this period, in 'Pite of all the work which bu been 
done upon it, still remains without an historian, fitted by a thorough 
knowledge, both of Indian history and of the state of civilization in 
India at thr period in question, to draw out the salient and interest
ing points of the first direct contact between modern Europe and 
modern Asia, between the East llDd the West." 

"Yet it is work which well deserves to be done. Pre1COtt, the 
gt'eat American hi1torian, hu 11hown the intereat attaching to the first 
con.ftiot between Spanish chivalry and the Azteca of Mesico and the 
Incas of Peru ; but when will an historian arise to tell worthily the 
story of the contact between the hrroes of Portugal and the more 
civilized inhabitants of Hindustan! Apart from the fucination of this 
side of the 1ubject, there remains the fact that for a crntury the 
intercourse between .\sia and Europe remained in the hands of the 
Portuguese. 1'.he history of the Dutch and the Eogliab iD the 

1 3 
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Eastern seBB h1ts its own peculiar interest, but they did not fiod their 
way io that direction until the nation& of the Eaat had beeo for a 
whole century in contRct with Europeans, and until their 11ttitude h1td 
b"n gre11tly modified by this contRct. Beside&, the Dntch and English 
both went to the East as tr11ders, and JUJt as conqueron, colonizers, 
and preachers as well. Far different WRS the intention of the Portu
guese. Regardless of the smnll siie and slender population of their 
fatherland, they dreamed of notbin11: less than conquering the mighty 
·empires of the East, and imposing Christianity upon them, if need be, 
by the edge of their swords. Grandiose u this intention was, and full of 
inconsequence as the idea seems to modern eyes, which have aeen with 
what difficulty EnglRnd with its teeming population has m11naged to 
mnintain its hold upon India, even while it has discourRged prosely
tism snd protected native religions, there is something noble in the 
conf.dence of the Portngnese warri~rs in their God, and in their belief 
that through their means He would spread Chriatianity throughout the . 
East. For the ambitions of the Portuguese were not confined to India; 
Portuguese adventurers actually e11tablished themselve!I in power in parts 
of Arnbia, in Burma, and in the district of Chittagong at the bend of 
the Bay of Bengal ; Portuguese emissaries found their way to Pekin 
and Japan, closely followed by the missionaries of the Roman Church; 
and it was while on bis wn:v to convert the millions of China to Chris
tinnity that St. Francis Xavier, the Apostle of the Indies, gave up his 
life. And, lastly, it mnst be remembered at what odds the Portuguese 
fought and tried to proselytize in Asia : at many months' voyage 
from their homes and base of operations ; only able to reach their 
destinRtions after sailing in feeble cnft round the hardly known, 
unexplored, and dangeroua coast of Africa; deprived of the modern 
knowledge alike of tides and winds, a.ad of the means to promote e1i11t
ence in tropical climates ; they arrived amidst the hostile millions 
armed only with clumay arquebnses and their swords ; and yet with 
all these drawbacks they were victorious in many bard~fought fights 
against more powerful armies than their Enropean successors in the 
Eut ever met." 

Though this is a long quotation, it is nevertheleu an admirable 
resum~ and brief epitome of the facts treated of in this paper-facts 
which it is a fashion with some and a policy with others to ignore or 
to allow, in the words of Burke, to fly " to the gulf of oblivion." 
But the epoch, to which no historian has hitherto dedicated himself, 
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affords suitable work for a mind fitted for minnte researches and for 
large speculations. No justice can, therefore, be done to it within 
the narrow bounds of this pape .. , where compre11ion rather than 
expansion is. the object; nor do I pouess the neceuary qualifications 
for the literary treatment of a snhjcct which lends itself peculiarly to 
the artistic beauty of form. 

Besides, witho11t unbroken time there can be no consecutive thought. 
The versatile American scholar, Lowell, who recently died, says, in one 
of his literary eBSays : "It is my misfortune that in the midst of a 
redexion or of a sentence I am liRhle to be Clllled away by the bell of 
private or public duty.'' If literature, allied to diplomacy, ia thus 
liRble to be disturbed, it is more so when combined with mtdicine. 
This es811Y is an inst.nee in point. After I began it I was rP.ptotcdly 
interrupted by the call of duty, and it was not till the third day that 
I was able to rtsume its continuation. This is the principal rellllOD 
why the History of the Portuguese in Indio, announced under my 
authorship for a long time in the list of his works of the Oriental 
Series by the late Mr. Nicholas Trii.bner, an eminent London pub
lisher, has yet remained a rleairkratuin. Nor is it po1111ible, at present, 
with all the best materials available, to have more than an episo<lical 
history, which may eventually go to form a consecutive narrative, with 
all those details which, according to Thierry, are the soul of history. 

Ptrbaps this tentative and fragmentary work, this parcelling out of 
a great subject into separate Rnd independent sections is, after all, an 
advantage. " Beware," said Goethe to Eckermann, "of Rttempting o. 
large work. It is exactly that which injures our best minds, even 
those distinguished by thl' finest talents and the most earnest efforts. 
I have suffered from this cause, and know how much it has injured 
me. • * • • • if you have a great work in your head, not bing else 
thrives near it; all other thoughts 1Lre repelled and the plensantness of 
life itself is for the time lost. " This opinion, the result of " the 
lifelong experience of the greatest master who ever consciously mo.de 
an art of literature." comes with the force of an advice to ua all. 

In size Portugal is o. little lar~er than Greece, aud its inhabitants 
seellllld, like those of that glorious peninsula, destined by nl\ture to 
confide themselves to the sea. Without the artistic genius and the 
philo&0pbic culture of the Hellenes, they had nevertheles11, iu 
common with the fatter, that love of freedom nod spirit of adveulu1c 
which have invariably characterised those horu in waritiwc <li1Mid:;. 

33 
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Dwelling on the wfltern Bide of the Iberian Penineula, which ii 
w111he4 by the wave11 of the Atlantic, the Portugnl'ae, from iheir early 
nautical propen1ities, have been likened to the Phoenician• of old; 
but the similarity i1 only parti1l aa the Lusitani1n family unfor
tunately lacks the commerci1l instinct which appean to have been 
inborn in that nee of almo11t prehistoric traden. 

The renaia1111nce in Europe, however, gne Portugal, aided by it11 
nee, climate, and admirable geographical po11ition, what Prof. Cesare 
·Lombroao, in Ls1 p1titt1 fJl 111 grar1d11 ca.111 dt REt1olr.dion, calls the 
llan loolutif, which all nations, worthy of the name, a.re doomed to 
uperience during the actile phase of their existence. Mr. Herbert 
Spencer bu shown that peoples do not all follow the same courae of 
development, and are not governed by the identical d priori reaaona in 
their succes11ive 1tage11 of evolution. To them, then, one may apply 
what Horace says of books : Aa'6nt 111a /ata. 

The first Portuguese expedition1 to India, thl'ir proudest achieve
ments beyond the seas, formed but a continuation of the crusade 
and of the religious propagandiam, which had led them aome year1 
before to the cout of Africa. With the support of imagination 
fostered by an age of f1itb, with strong and practical convictions 
and with belief, u W ordswortb says: " ripened into faith and faith 
become a pusionate intuition," it waa ellly for the countrymen of 
Viriato to crowd into the life of three _generations the wc.rk of some 
~euturiea. 

Convictions when well grounded are always the keynote of triumph 
and the tochstone of 11ucceu. Leopardi, the SRddest of that bril
liant g1la1y of Italian poetll, who illumined the early part of thi1 
eentury, ny11 that to feel with inten11e conviction about anything ii 
among the lollt arts; but he must have written thi1 jeremiad when 
he wu at Recanati io his abnormally 111tiric mood. The Luaitaoian 
race, however, does not appear to have ceased to believe. At lead 
that batch of the Indians, who were first brought within the 
1phere of their influence by the early preachers, 1eem1, on the 
contrary, to 11utfer from an excess of convictions. But one muat 
not undemlte the force which the past enrts on the preaent. There 
is a moral law which limits the violence of even modem culture or 
of any eocial change by the conditions which precede it. Thia 
may be partly the re1ult of the indolence which is inherent in human 
11ature. 
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The apparent acepticiam 'lf our timea is perhaps due leas to the 
democratic spirit of the age than to the absence of guiding individuali
ties, who were formerly the inspirers of the stirring events which grace 
the annals of mankind and in whom the elan eool•tif of the people 
became incarnate. When nations like the Portuguese were governed 
by absolute monarchies, and princes reigne~ u well u governed, it 
was possible for one strong-willed personage to organize and to 
carry out an historical 1mterpriae to completion. To-day princes reign 
but do not govern, and no great scheme can succeed without the co
operation of the people, in whose hands are the custody ofthelawa and 
the key of the coffers. Prince Henry " the navigator'' could a.lone realize 
his ideal, embodied in the del"ice of Ta/e'll.t de 6ien Jaire, by the 
maritime explorations which he undertook for'' the glory of God and 
the extension of the faith.'' The single design and inspiration.of the 
Solitary of Sagres did more than all the collective strength· of the" 
doctri..airu of hia time. Bia example did not take long to com
municate itself to the other princes of the reigni11g dynasty, his 
individaaliam pa.esed into a corporate enthusium, and the impulse 
imparted to his bold mariners soon became general. 

Camoens gi'es espression to this national feeling: 

"Onde vem semear de Christo a lei, 
E dar novo costume, e novo Rei." 

Luaiadaa, c; v~i.. e. 15. 
Borton translates it thus :-

"And where the Sa.vionr's seed they wend to-aow., 
Enthrone new lords, new lights, new laws bestow." 

Burton's name enforces a digression, and affords me a rare opportunity 
for the acknowledgment of my debt to him. When, iu re11ding the 
fuciculua III. of my l'l&do-Port11gue1e N1111Cismatic1 in this room, a 
abort while ago, I alluded to Sir Richard Burton's Lruiad1, the greater 
part of this work was in the press. I met him subaequently nt Triestr, 
within a few months of his death, and recei,ed from his hands tli.e com
plete poem and commentary in six volumes. And now that thia gifted 
man has pll88ed away, lamented by all, leaving his production behind 
him to testify to the high endowments of his head and heart, I cannot 
let thi1 occasion slip without rendering a. tribute of homage to the 
memory of one who bas done so signal a service to Portuguese 
Scholarship. As a translator nncl commentator of tho great "epic of 
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commerce" he has donbtleu helped to make it more popular amongst 
the large English-speaking community in the world than all hie ·pre
decessors in either Europe or America. 

In the two lines I have quoted 11bove from Camoene, the poet no& 
only points out the final Rcope of the fleet in quest of the route by 
sea to the eut, eommanded by admiral V asco da Gama, bat with a 
prophetic instinct and unselfish 11im foreseee iu the following stanzBB 
the successive participation of other na1io11e in the glorious task of 
·civilising the world, when he addressee a notable and poetic ea
hortation to the princes of Cbtistendom e1borting them to like enter
prises in India. 

The kings of Portugal always impressed on their viceroys the 
necessity of promoting the propagation of Christianity in India, 
a remarkable instancr of ll"hirh is given by D. Joao <le Castro's bicr
grapher, who prefarf'S n lrt.ter from John III. to thnt rminent riceroy 
thns :-" p11ra qur ''P.ja n m1111do, 'J'll! 110111111 rrrma11 11n Oritmte 
tro11x1~r;;,n mai11jilhoRIi1,q1·~fa, qui' ""11RallnR an E11tat!n," 'in order that 
thf' world may Rl'f' thnt. onr nrmfl in the Eai1t brought morr 11ons to thr 
Ch nrch thnn nssnls to the Stnte.' 

The weight of e-ridence, both documentary and tradi~ooal, estab
lishes the fact that the propagation of religion was with the Portuguese 
a far greater object than either trade or politics,- and that the conversion 
of a bee.then was deemed of greater importance than the acquisition of 
a kingdom. Alfonso d' Albuquerque, the founder of the Portuguese 
Empire in the East, uaed to call the merchants attentadore11 de Satanaz, 
'Satanic tempters.' But Albuqnerquete estimate of the trading class 
is a privileged one, and will not be generally concurred in in thie 
mercantile age. The Leretlaa of hie pri"fate Secretary, Gaspar Correa, 
the Co•mmtario1, edited by bis son, e.nd hie lettera addreesed to kiug 
Emmanuel, prove that this modem Ciesar he.d most of the virtues with
out the failings of his celebrated Roman prototype. A great stateNmae, 
an eminent scholar, a brave soldier and sailor, Albuquerque was a 
theologian aa well. Dis attempt, although unsuccessful, to convert 
with technical arguments the Rajah of Cochin to Christianity prone 
it. This fact I have but lately nscerte.iued in R letter addreesed by 
Albuquerque himself from Cochin to king EmmRnuel on Dec. 20th, 
1514, just one year before his death on board the Plo1· de Roza in the 
Goa harbour. 

His interpreter during this religious controversy was Dlllllte 
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Barbol!A, the renowned author of a work on the East Coast of Africa 
and the Malabar, translated by the Hon. H. StRDley for the Hakluyt 
Society. 

Like Wellington, Albuquerque neglected no details. He wu the 
first to concei,.e the idea of enli11ting various raee11 of men a11 soldiers 
in his army, the originality of •hich has been ascribed to Duplei:1. 
He knew that for " amnll country, like Portugal, whoee rapid rise 
wa11 phenomenal, an intelligent ayatem of coloni1ation wu the only 
menns of preaening the conquests he had mnde. He knew alao that 
the ufeet way to 1pread hia king's dominion wu, like that of Rome, by 
crentiog new intere11ta, and binding them together leu by the force of 
arms thnn by broad human sympathies. But he did not know the 
climate and its deleterious effects when he planned the organizntiou 
of his Imlo·Portugueae colony, a111.I that he "1tas adding oue more 
cnste, from various cnuses au o\·erhea.rinic one, to the already long li~t 
of castes. · 

Albnqnerque wns, morPover, a man of e1trnordinary courage :..1111 
unparalleled boldneu. His audnciou1 and gigantic projects to destroy 
the city of Mecca and to divert the course of the Nile into the Red 
Sea, in order to both smite and starve the Turk, Commander of the 
Faithful and Guanlian of the Kaaba, who wu then the greate1t enemy 
of Christendom, evince the daring and fearleHneas of hie character 
and the magnitude of his conceptions. Of him may truly be mid what 
Louis Enault says of Ju1tinian :-n y a plruieura pn1011nage1 danl 
aa peraonnalitl compleze. 

I have mentioned only Albuquerque and Cutro-the latter also a 
11cholar and author of three nluablP Rotnro1 or works on navigation
as they are the two of the rPpreeentative historical charactera about 
whom hnve gathered the great traditions of their nation in this 
country. PosseBSing n certain archaic simplicity of character, deve
loping into the noble trnits of frankness, honesty and outspoken truth, 
they have bePn accepted a11 types of the several national ideals of thnt 
glorious epoch. With opportunities of ama11&ing a fortune and 
becoming as rich R8 a Crresua or a Clive, Albuquerque died neverthe
leu poor, recommending his successor to avoid a public 1aleofhi1gnr
menta as they had rent1 in them. Castro, who during a financial crisis 
brought on by the second siege of Diu had mortgaged a few white 
hairs of his venPrable beard, on the security 1.1f which the ladies haatened 
to oft'er their jewels, expired in the arms of Francie Xavier, having 
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for his bed a coverlet, and his eft'ects consisting of only three larinJ 
or silver pieces. Both of them felt the charm of 88crifice, the proud 
sntisfaction of having done their duty, the poetry of self-denial, and 
an utter contempt for the prosaic realities and material intereats of lifer 

There were other penonages, whose heroic deeds filled a 111Pge apace 
in the eyes of their contemporaries, and the eclecticism of whose taste& 
was displayed in the building of palaces, the laying out of gardens, end 
the adornment of chnrcbes, which now lie scattered all along the coast 

'in picturesque ruins, a llilent epitApb of departed greatness; ltnt they 
were not in the foremost rank of the founders of the empire or of the 
1Lrchitecta of the fortunes of the nation. Nor han they nrned the 
-verdict of history for any extraordinary gifts, e:acept perhaps that of 
humanising chivalry, which wu a nation11l cbaneteristie. It ia this 
racial peculiarity, then, which has made the Portuguese • nation of 
missionaries. 

I come to the threabold of another great subject, equal in .. gnitude
.as well as in interest t.o the Portuguese language in India-the royal 
patronage of the eutem miasiooa. Padroado or "Portuguese royal 
patronage of the Catholic misaiom in the Eut" ia a phrase wJ.ich has 
become one of the commonplaces in Indian conversatiorJ; and it 
requires some effort to bring it from the region of formule to that of 
re111itiea. It is a subject which, even if ita bare outlilles were
rapidly sketched, would form an admirable religious rOUl9DCt!. The 
convictions of a milJion of Indian Catholics, amongst whom the 
del"elopment and spread of the idea of solidarity have led to the
spiritual ties, which bind and wean together into one 'l'hole the web 
of the Indian Catholic family-hue won for the Padroadt> an attach
ment which receives its consecration from public conscience. The 
loyalty of this mass of people i1 based on sentiment and not on 
policy, for policy ia changeable, while sentiment, eapeeially when 
deep-rooted, has in it all the elements of stability. Even wbeo violated 
it reasserts itself. 

The Padroado represents one of the many franchises or im
munities which the Luaitanian, like the Gallican Church, priZl'B 
and fights for against the spirit of Ultramont11nism. The prerogative 
of the Padroado consists not in the mere investiture with an ecclesias
tical dignity. One has but a faint conception of the amount of 
treunre, blood and m11rtyrdom which went to the winning of the 
Port.ugueae royal patronage of the Catholic missions in the East. The 
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record of such achievements, however poor the words iu which they 
may be described, is worthy of being regarded u the miuionary epic 

of modern times. 
Having thus far endeavoured to demonstrate that the largest factor 

in the historic development of this foreign group of crusaders, whose 
evangelical spirit acted as leaven on the ID8BB of the inert indigenous 
p:.pulation, was proselytism ; it remRins now to briefly allude to the 
other factors-trade, political dominion and education, which, though 
only in a 1ubordinate degree, helped considerably to spreRd the Por
tuguese tongae--a tongue whose vitality is, indeed, remarkRble, for 

·it is still spakeo in Cochin, Colombo, MalacCll, and other places in 
the East, arter the political influence which introduced it had 
ceased for about two centuries nnd a half, thus aft'ordiog a striking 
contl'l\8t to the Dutch lRnguage, which, on the contrary, has disap
peared almost entirely from those localities, which only less t~an a 
hundred years ego owed allegiance to Holland. It is true that Por
tuguese, without direct tonch with the mother country; hns in such 
outlRndish corners, where it so tenaciously survives, fallen into an 
obsolete form, or degenerated into several dialectic variations, but it is 
nevertheleu an oft'shoot of the parent tongue. 

II. 

We shRll pas11 to consider first the two importnnt factors-trade 
and political power-which were, ·after the missions, mainly instru
mental in the diffusion of Portuguese in this country ; although 
trade amongst that ution, it must be confessed, was not so effica
cious as among the Anglo-Saxon11, in rendering the use of its tongue 
Almost general in the commercial community. The Portuguese are 
not a trading nation. They have no business aptitude nor mercan
tile tactics, which latter faculty, however, some qualify as mere greed 
for gain, unscrupulousness, and absence of conscience. Be this na 
it may, the Portuguese commerce in 1he East was a royal monopoly, 
for monopoly was in those days the universal rule, and monopolies 
do noL help a people to be commercial. They had inherited, besides, 
an uncommercial propeUBity-bigotry-which repelled the advances 
of the heathen, and refused to negoti11te conventions with the infidel, 
It led eventually to the establishment of the inquisition, which, in 
spite of all the good its advocates say of it, del!troyed nil cxccvt 
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what Lombroso calls paupere. ipiritu, showing signs of premature 
drcay or approaching senility, now well evident throughout the Iberian 
Peninsula, and poHibly the reaul~ of the sombre drama of heredity. 
'Ihe Portuguese would hold no commercial interoourse with the infi
dl"la, unless sanctioned by the Pope, As eRrly as 1454 Nicbol111 
V. granted Prince Henry of Portngal a licence to trade with Mabome
dans. Happily it came in time, for without the }Japal bull the doub
ling of the CRpe of Good Hope would have been only a voyage of 
exploration, without any other practical results, and Vasco da Gama 
tho Humboldt of the ninaisaance. 

Notwithstanding their diainclinatiou to trade, and nourishing the 
feudal idea of commerce bring a derogatory pursuit, in which only the 
inferior classes could join, the Portuguese had, nevertheless, two 
chiralrous traits in their national characler-integrity and unselfish
ness,-although nssociated with a little seignorial arrogRnce, which 
made them in the end win the affections of the Indians and diffuse 
their language. Integrity is, indeed, the main support of a people, for 
without it " weRlth is as poor aa povrrty, and knowledge RS blind as 
ignorance." It is true that in the distribution of the gifts of huma
nity, in which more or leBS satire is mingled, the good and the bnd 
are alwRys mated-and the Portuguese chronicles in the East are 
unluckily not free from the stRin of rapine and pecula1io11, but egotism 
is the defect least visible in them. Nature and breeding seem to 
have intended them for types of generosity. There is diecernible 
among them none of that illiberal heart and withered conscience, 
n.me of those tragedies of selfishness which abound rbewhere, nor 
are there found among them millionaires, whose cnreers are nothing 
but an apotheosis of egotism, but who are withal a const1mt c.bject 
of worship with an unthinking and gaping populace. 

The first and most beneficial effect of commerce is the removal 
of prejudices, There are already so many social antipathies in 
the world, that men of science are trying their utmost to remove them. 
Prof. Virchow at the Anthropological A88ociation of Germany and 
Austria said lately :-" If different races would recognize one another 
as independent co-labourers in the great field of humanity, if Rll possessed 
a modesty which would allow them to see merits in neighbouring 
people, much of the strife now agitating the world would disnppear." 
1'here i:i, however, no more effectual remedy for the cure of tl1is great 
l!Ocial UJalat.ly than cummorcc, or ~ Victur Vhcrbuliez puts it tersl'ly 
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thui :-" J,e prejuge est un mcortrier, les blessures · qu'il fnit soot 
rPdontables, et le commerce est un medecin qui les guerit; c'est 
presque uo drame." And the l:'ortuguese roynl tn<ling monopoly in 
the East was, indeed, a d1·ama, while the L11sind1 are the epic of 
commerce. There is, a11jho1v, a certain ci1 amntic ritness about tbe 
deeds of the early navigators, soldi~rs, pric@ts, acd merchants, wbich 
ciaim admiration on account of their epic completl'ness. 

The political influence of the Portuguese in India has already beeu 
treate1J at length by some distinguished writtrs. L•nguage, like trade, 
follows the flag, and it iii but natural that where Portugal held 
dominion there its language should become official. This political 
power combined with trading relntion~ with the native courts made Por
tuguese a lingua franca long after the star ot' the Portuguese was on 
the decline; for as late as the time of Lord Clive and his immedinte 
successors, the diplomatic language with tlie Indian princes was 
Portuguese, as is attested by the documents which h11.ve been lately 
pnblisbtd. To add a few detail~: a tra\·eller in 1636 says thnt Por· 
tuguese WllS spoken at Oomhron by the people, bl'iog introduced 
from Hormus, An edition of the Bible was published in Portuguese 
for Batavia and the other isles of th~ Eastl'rn Archipelngo. Hamilton 

·about 1700 remarks 1 " Along the sea coast "the P .rtugul'se have left 
the vestiges of their langu.i.ge ; though much cor ;npted, yet it is the 
language that most Europeans learn first, to qunlify themseh-es for a 
genenal converse with one another as Wl'll as with the different ioha
bitants of India." The· early Protestant missionHries, Zicgeobulg, 
Clarke, Kiernander, Ringletnube and others, about a hundred years 
ago, employed it as the medium of intercourse with the natives until 
they learned the veroaculars. Le Bas remarks, in his life of Bishop 
Middleton, .. The Portuguese language mny perhaps be consi<lered as 
one favourable medium for the· tlifl'11sio11 of the tl'Ue religion through
out the maritime provinces of the East." It is no wonder, theo, that 
these statements should have led Si~mondi to form n somewhat exagge
rated notion nod write, "in India Portuguese is tho l110gunge of com
merce," and a writer in the Quarterlg lleri·i.cw, as lntc as 1814, to assert 
that "if in the eventual triumph of Chr;stianity in lndi11, n R-0mish 
Church should be formed, Portuguese will l>e i:1e language of that 
church whert'\·er it extends." 

The results of this influence, especinlly the antagonism to the Turk, 
have been described with gl'cat criticnl aClllllCll uy Ho'Jcrt~ou in hi~ Jli11· 

2i 
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JoricaZ Di1qui1iUon concerning Ancient India, 1md by others. Mr. J. 
Morley, referring to that work in ~he Fortnightly Beviet11, BAys :-"The 
~hief point worked out here, Bk. I., § 7 (already indicated by RaynRI. 
Sec. IV.,§ 8) is _that the" most remarknble Rnd momentous thing abont 
the Portuguese cofrlttaests was the check they inflicted on the growth 
ilf the Ottoman Power, at a moment in European history when the 
Christian state8 were least able to reai11t and leas~ likely to combine 
-against the designa of Solyman. Thia is the observation beat worth 
making about the Portngueae cooquPsta." 

III. 

It remains lastly to mention the inftuPnce of the edncationRI 
establishments founded by the Portugueae in India, aince their arrival, 
:for promoting the cultivation of their language, and ita prl'llent 
·rondition. 

The earliest documeni on the suhject, or, to u1e a bureaucratic 
iphr11ae, the first royRl ordinance to organiae a department of Public 
Instruction in India, is a letter from King John III. to Viceroy D. Joio 
-de Castro, dated March 8th, 1546. It runa thna :-AUn1 do qVB fJoa 
nicommendo mui apertadamente, que em Zugarea aeommodado1 fwndeu 
'f!1liudo1, e caaas de devor;ilo, " I urgently recommend yon, besidea, to 
found in suitable places schools and houaea of devotion." This led to the 
foundation of the Seminario da Santa Fe, or "Seminary of the Holy 
Faith" in Goa, which WRS but an initial step tow!lrda the e1tablishment 
and progressive advancement of many other kindred institution& both in 
Goa and in the other aettlements throughout the EaaL The object was, 
ae crea1aem em letras e bons co1tume1 menino1 <le totla1 a1 N a<iDu 
Orientaes, "to educate in letters and good customs boya of all the 
Eastern nations." No more concluaive evidence ia neceaaary to 
convince one of the solicitude and anxiety with which the king and 
his succesRors looked forward to the proapcrity of thia eeminary. 
They revert with fondness to this subject in their correapondence 
with successive Viceroys from Castro downwards. 

The " Seminary of the Holy Faith" waa aoon in working order, 
hnving admitted youths of dil"erse Aaiatic and African. racea, which 
comprised the " Canarins, Doc1<nis do Norte, Maluares, Chingaliis, 
Hcngnlns, Pegus, !\lala~·os, Jaos, Chinas e Abexine." Those who have 
,-i~i1ed the Esplanade""' lurali<ks during the late Paria Exhibition, 
will he ahle to rc11lize the cl111rm and interest attaching to auch an 
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anthropological collection of living 11pecimens. Even the Roman 
Prnp11ganda Collrge doe1 not hold 1uch a curious aiglomeration of 
varied Oriental type11 aa the "Seminary of the Holy Faith" in Goa. 
the Rome of the Ea11t, once did within it1 historical precinct&. There 
is an omission in the above li1t,-there is no representati\·e of Japan ; 
but at that tim• " the flowery island" w1111 not known. It did not take 
long, howner, before St. Francis Xll'Vier added a genuine Japanese, 
b.) name Angir6, whom he bapt.iud with the additional cognomen 
of • Paulo da Santa Fe.' It was about this time that thl'y began in 
earnest " to crt'Rte," u the doc111Deot states, " Enngelical worker& 
for the mi11sion1 of India." 

This w1111 an rpocb big with problems, 11ocial and spiritual, that 
fonr 11uet.-erding centuriell h&ve in vain toiled to 11olve. Thi11 wu a 
time full of sttds of promise, if only these seeds had had time to 
germinate and ripen into harveat. Or.e's mind is powerless to evolve a 
revelation from this cosmopolitan congeries of youthful intellrcts of 
vario:-us Eastern nationalities, in which one might love to see mirrored 
1ome of the early 1tages through which thl.' subtle in6uence of Christian 
civilisation must have passed in its alow evolutional progres11. It 
would have bern highly interesting to observe how 'he discipline of 
caste and the sobriety of habits were being gradu11lly replaced . by 
principles inspired by lofty motives and theoretically divine, but 
requiring in practice a constant watchful care to turn them into good 
habits. 

But, in spite of all thi• great and noble exertion, and of the enor
mous sacrifices of all kinds, this outburst of religious enth1i1Siasm failed 
to add more than a million of adherents to the Church of Rome, a 
number which is, after all, bot a drop in the OCE!an of the teeming 
mil!ion1 among&t whom the Faith WRB preached. Gustav Mosen, qnoted 
by Prof. Max Muller in his Biograpkiu of Worda, says, Fpcaking of the 
Home of the Aryas, that one couple, haviugtwo children, would, if every 
1uccesaive marri11ge was bleat with two children only, produce a popu
lation of some thousands of millions in Rbout 1,200 years. It is more 
than a fourth of this period since the Apostle of the Indies converted 
according to his biographers 1, 200,000 souls. They were moat probabl1 
all bachelor&. Allowing, however, for eu.ggerations, it appears that 
had it not bren for freaks of intolerance and of blindness to the true 
nature of the interests of the people, the slow and sure and constant 
though Ullleen forces that Mr. Lecky, the historian of morals, brlieves 
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to permcRte human society wonlcl have perhaps of themsehes sprPRd 
the Catholic fnith broader Rnd dreper tha. by violence. History 
tePms with rebukes, with rtprnte.ncel! Rnd with lessons of l'llperience 
that tell of rRre opportunities lost and neVPr to return. The cycle 
of the missionuy actil·ity in lndiR is now closed. There are no more 
convrr@ions as there arr no more au/01 dafe. 

ERch of the~e boys became ft centre frnm which irradiRted 
Cn.tholic lenrnin~ 1md the disseminRtion of the Portuguese tongue. 
They hRd most probably &ome share in the production of the innumer
able Portuguese dialects now spoken in :\sia and Africa. M. Hugo 
Schnchudt, of Gratz, hns been puhlishing in Vieuna since 1882 a 
work, in parts, entitled Kreoliaclte St11dien, in which specimens of 
these dialects nre given. I huve had the pleAsure to contribute to this 
interesting study, especially to that relating to the dialect of Ceylon, in 
which the New Tentament Wl\S puhlishe<l in 1852 by the Wesleyan 
Mission, nnd of which there is a grammar, printed at Colombo in 
1~11. A copy of this curious book is in the library of this Society. 

As religious ordtrs were introduced into Indio., they likewise opened 
collegt>s in connection with their 1·onven1.;. There were the Frnncia
cnn~, who had their colleges of St. Boaventure. and Reis Mas:os, the 
Jl'suits those of St. Paul, 11ttached to the semin11ry, and of St, Roch, 
the latter 11lso called "the U niveraity of Goe," the Dominicans had 
the college of St. Thomas, e.nd the Augustininns, of Popolo. Then 
there were hra11ches of theJe establishments in Ba•sein, Thana, 
Cranganort, Cochin, l\lalaccll, &c. Even laymen vied with the religious 

in fo1111din!l: colleges. Antonio GRlvao, styled "the apostle of the 
Moluccas," founded one ns early aa 1540 at Ternate, for the children 
of the netivt converts in Jl\va and the neighbourhood. He was one of 
those extraor<li11nry men, as Coleridge in his Lift! and Lt!tlt!r1 of St. 
Francis Xa,,ier remarks, who graced from time to time the pages of 
the history of Portuguese Asin. He was also the author of a work 
011 navigation, which was trllnslatl'd in 1862 by Vice-Admiral Bethune 
for the Hakluyt Society. I ha,·e referred to theae institutions more 
nt length in my "Materials for the history of Oriental studies amongst 
the Portuguese," in the Atti Jel 11'. Congreuo .[1itt!f'11tui?nalt! dt!gli 
Orie11talisti, published in Florence in 1880, and also in the broclt.11.rt! 
on the Krmkani Language and Liter11t11.re, contributed , by me to 
the Bombay Gazetteer in 1881. Those who are disposed to go deeper 
into the subjf'ct will find in those two works ampler information than 
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cRn be conveyed by brief ntl'llcts. Besides, next to quoting' others, 
there is nothing so wearisome as to quote oneself. 

In a small country like Portugal with an extensive colonial empire 
a painful feeling of disproportion Rwoke the nation to the necessity 
of finding Rmong the natives the missionary agenc_,., just u Albu
querque had found the military one. Still the religious orders were 
reluctant to admit the nati,·es into their ranks. The ne• gospel of 
brotherhood hMd brought with it, a.din spi•e of it, that kind of Por
tuguese jiugoism, which w11s based on an assnmptian of superiority of 
r11ce, as their prowess in war was encouraged by the conscious possession 
of improvrd arms of preci~ion. In the absence of ant hen tic records 
the val11e and importance of testimony of conteir.porary European 
travellns are of great interest in elucirlnting many obscure points in 
the annals of the time. One of these travellers writes:-" A native 
was not thought worthy of being R religious in this life, although he 
be a saint in the next." They did not object to his company in heaven, 
as there they are all equal; not so on this plRnet, where no equality 
exists except before the law, at least since the French Revolution. 

But Vico in his Set't11•a Nuova has laid down the axiom that selfish
ness itself, under the restraint of religion, is the source of civilization 
and humanity. "L'nomo nello &talo bestiale ama solamente la sua 
salvezza; ...... distesi gl' imperj sopr11 pin popoli amft la sua salvezzR 
con la salvezza delle Nazioni." Thus the Portugnese were at last 
obliged to love the Indians and admit them into their VArious orders; 
and the natives became their best co-operators. "The people of India," 
says Macaulay, " when we subdued them, were ten times as numer
ous as the Americans whom the Spaniards vanquished, and were at 
the sRme time quite as highly civilised as the victorious Spaniards. 
They had reared cities larger and fairer than Saragossa or Toledo, and 
buildings more beautiful and costly than the CathedrRI of Seville. 
Thtly could show bankers richer thao the richest firms of Barcelona 
or Cadiz, viceroys whose splendour far surpassed that of Ferdinand 
the Catholic, myriads of cavalry and long trains of artillery which 
would have astonished the Great Captain." Albnquerque knew this, 
and the great Marquis of Pombal still better, when he wrote to the 
Viceroy in Goa to consider the youths of the best native families 
in the country as equal to the cadets of the nobility at home. 

The religions orders in GoR at last agreed not only to an equality of 
rank with themselves, but instituted the orders of the Theatios and 
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Nerysts exclusively for the Brahman conYerts, who justified the 
pri,ilege conferred on them by ~ubaequently spreading the Catholic 
religion in Malabar, Ceylon, Madras and Mad•g11scar, where no 
European had 11ucceeded in preaching the gospel of Christ. The 
Brahman is a born minionary. He may be uid to be literate from 
his infancy, while among the Portuguese there were and are many 
who did not know to reRd and write. He has penuuivenea• and 
meeli:oeu-two qualitie1 euential for the inculcation of religious 
doctrine-inherited from times far anterior to that of the gloomy 
prophet of the Nirodna, the Indian uge of Kapilavutu. This true 
tlm'ja or • t•ice-born,' then, was a most welcome a1soci11te in the 
vineyard of the Lord, whose diYine precepts extol meekness above 
all the Christian virtues. These missionaries, Brahman in blood but 
denationalized by the adoption of Portuguese nationality, also helped 
to spread the use of Portuguese in India and elsewhere, by preaching, 
by writing works in that language and translating them into Tamil, 
Sinh1le1e, C11nareae, etc. The names of the most conspicuous among 
them are Vu, ~go, Miranda, Jacome Gonc;alves, Ribeiro, Meneze1, 
Barreto, Ferrao, and Saldanha, 

Next to the colleges where secondary or superior education waa 
imparted in Portuguese, Latin, Rhetoric, Philoeophy, and Theology, 
each pariah had a school of ib own for elementary inatrnction. Prior 
.to the adnnt of the Portuguese, each village community had its 
pagoda, dedicated to ita gramadeoata, and not seldom its pat/&a1/&al11. 
The Portuguese pulled down the Hindu temple and substituted his 
own, dnoted to a saint or to the Virgin under several appellations, or 
to the Trinity. He instituted for each parish an annual feast of the 
saint. In a world where there is a prevailing feeling of weariness, 
and a. tendency to confine the attention to the worst side of life, these 
religious adni•ersaries of saints were a boon to the Catholic community 
in India. And to keep alive the traditional love of the native for his 
jat/&ra, a fair WRS held in connection with each feast in the vicinity of 
the church. Then, in obedience to the decree of a Council of the 
Church that each parish should hue a school, he built one where 
rudimentary Portuguese and music were taught. The greatest benefit; 
that has accrued from theae primary achools to the Indians who have 
frequented them, from the beginning of the 16th century to the 
present, is the cultivation of music. Art in any form demands im11gi
nation, sympathy and power of identification with other natures, 
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which the generou1 character of the Portuguese enabled them to teach 
to their Indian fellow-1ubject.1, who h•d hardly any music of their 
own. A. few grotesque lat1rau and the recitation of some YUlgar and 
odd dlaraga constitute even DOW the whole repertorio of the Hindna. 
The Christian converts h1td, oD the contrary, in1tilled into them, with 
the love of music; the moat spiritual of arts, the highest religious 
aspirations. They were taught the Yeni Oreator, 0 1alutari6 Ho1lia, 
..ttJe Maril Stella, 0 Glorio1a Pirginum, and m1tny other melodioua 
hymns and songs in Latin and Portnguell', in which emotion finds it.a 
fullest expreuion, carrying him who listens to the very senith of 
upiration, and whi,}h 11eem to have the wonderful power to link the 
present with the put. Besidee, the Portuguese modin4a, o/&aeara 
and 1ol1lo. which are analogous in style to the Spanish tar1go 1tnd 
car1eiora morilca and the N1tpolitan mandoZinata and Santa Lucia, 
hne also inftuenced deeply the Indian popular mando .. and zoti1'; 
These parish schoola are still flourishing in Portuguese India and in 
the missions of the " Padroado." But most of the colleges with 
their churches have become 1hapele11 ruins. One can discern in the 
stones of the ruined buildings that still crowd the cities of Old Go1t, 
B1t1sein, anri Chau~ the pen1tding sentiment of the time in which 
they were built, and read more sermona in them than in text-books. 
What a fine pl1tce one of these di1mantled !;owns would be for the 
erection of a sort of Grande Chartreuse, dedicated to the genius of 
solitude, a retreat from the importunate diasooance1 of life, inviting 
communion with things that are unseen, sacred, and eternal. 

In my last excursion to the ruia1 of Chaul I discovered that the 
altar of a church, where once the holy sacrifice of Ma11 was celebrated, 
formed the pedestal for the hideous image of Hanuman. There 
wu, besides, the aggravating circumstance of a Hindu vill1tger with 
grim humour pointing out to me this irony of fate. One knows 
that political dominion is often precarious, that not a few iDY&ders 
have come and gone, and India bu become a natural ground for such 
ephemerides, but I did not expect to Re such a desecration, this acme 
of profan11tion. It reminds me of what F. Huriaon s1ty11 :--"The 
whirligig of time verily brings about its revenges." 

When one remembers the time when the Portuguese demolished the 
pagodas and broke their idols to pieces, it seems that the Hanuman 
of Chaul i11 pointing a moral and adornillg a tale. 1'his is oue of the 
many evidences that show up the nnity of human power. I believe 

' 4 
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there is no study wht're the grandeur and wild ambitions or the 
world Rre so thoroughly rebuked and dwarf Pd into littlent'BS RS that of 
the churches of these old Portuguese towns in the vicinity ol our pros
perous city. This may be thl'! reason why historiRns, like astronomers, 
laugh at the fu~siness of the world, and Rre less Jislurbed by worldly 
alJRirs and by lhe qunrrrls of vain and fRtuous men. 

The present condition of the Portuguese tongue in lndi1& is far from 
flattering. It is not u111.ler11tood by the peasants in any part of th. ir 
small settlements, nor spoken habiLuRlly by the bourgeouie. It is the 
officiRI tongue, and spoken by the upper clRsses only, nnd is as much 11 

vernacul11r in Goa and elsewhere as French is in Pondicherry or Eni:lish 
iu Bombay. In British India it is bein11; rapidly supplanted by 
English. Beside3, Portuguese is a difficult language, and ther~ 11re 
but few in this country who can speak 1111d writt' it correctly. And it 
is beautiful. The following opinion of one who knew it well is cer
tainly worth quoting here: "Par sa gr11mmaire et son vocabulaire, 
elle Se rRpproche du l11tio plus que toote autre l11ngue meridionnle, 
L'itnlien a pins de 11.rilce, d'harmonie, de douceur; l'espngnol, plus de 
majeste et de pomp«', le frnn~ais, plus de clartc et de simplicite; mnis 
le portugais est plus latin, et ii ne cede a llUCllOe autre l11ngue pour 
la euavite, pour la force, et pour 1'Rbond1mre. II se pr@te cgnlement 
R la prose ehignntl', a In poesie sublime, aux sujl'ts fnmilit'rS et nobles, 
a la joie et i\ la douleur, a la gravite et i\ l'e11thousiasme.'' 

Although it has lost much in territorial extent, in the domain of 
literature Portuguese is the language of 1111 Rutonomous and historic 
people, whose univer~ity is among the oldl'st in the world, for il was 
founded in Lisbon in 1290, 11od trimsferred to Coimbra in 1308, Its 
literature is both vast and rich. As early as the 13th century, at the 
dawn of the first spontaneous revival of lettP.rs since the tall of 
the Roman Empire, about two hundred years e11rlier than the great 
renaissance, Portugal. though a young kingdom, contributed its 
share to the gene1nl awRkeninu; of the literary spirit of the continent 
of Europe. King Dorn Diniz wrote his Cancioneiro, which developed 
the Portugue.e dialect into a beautiful and flexible liter11ry IRnguage, 
while King ,.\ lfooso 'the wise ' of Spain was writing his Cantigaa de 
Santa Maria, the poets of the north the Niebelungen, Petr11rca. his 
Italian Canzoniere, and the troubadours were laying the foundation of 
the national poetry of France. Theo followed, somewhat IRter, Antonio 
:t'crreirn, Sa ilc Mirauda, lll'rtUlrtlim Ilibei10 aud others, who, in spite of 
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their provinclalinta1, which we call nationality, deserve nniYersal recog
nition. Itahiatorical works are imme111e, out of all propotlion, perhaps, 
to the siie or the little kingdom. There are the old Chroniclers 
who told the atory of the war against the Moors,-Ruy de Pina, Gracia 
de Rezende, Azurara, and Duarte Galviio ; then, somewhat later, Barros, 
Couto, Freire, Correa, Goes, Castanheda, Osorio, Lucena and others. 
Under the induence of the German Historical School, of which the 
most illustrious masters were Niebuhr and Yon Banke, Hercolano, 
Correa da Serra, Viscount of Santarem. Rebello da Siln, Soriano and 
others have" left us invaluable works. There are others of a younger 
generation who, taking their inspiration from the ol<l writera, have 
become diligent seekers after truth from contemporary documents. 

In other branches of literature there is a manife&t tendency to sur
p88S the activity of the neighbouring kingdom, in spite of it11 Alarcon, 
V ald~s and Clarin. In poetry, drama and fiction there are more 
writers in Portugal than in Spain, Historical novels on the model 
'Jf Sir Walter Scott haYe been in Yogue for nearly half a century. 
The old pastoral novels, originat.ed by Bernardim Ribeiro, purely 
national, exhibiting the love of nature, which is inherent in the Por
tuguese character, are now substituted by a new form initiated by 
Castello Branco. Thia is also n.ii.tiona~ as far as the portrayal of the 
intimate life of the Portuguese society and of the picturesque habits and 
customs of modern Portugal are concerned. The spirit of the romance 
<Jf chivalry, or the type of Amadis of Ga11l and of l'almeirim of Eng
land, once moat popular throughout the peninsula. is now extinct or has 
been so, perhaps, from the time of Cernntes. An attempt has of late 
been made to introduce into the kingdom the realistic or psychological 
st)•le, or il romaneo sperime11tale, as Villari calls if;, hut it is too eRrly 
w judge of its acceptance by thtl public. It is traced to the school of 
L' tlaaommoir, containing episodes relating to, in the words of the master, 
"l'ivrognerie et la fain&wtise, le reltiche des liens de famille, lea ordures 
de la promiscuit~ l'onbli progressif des sentiments honnetee." This 
pornographic literature delights now millions of readerl!I in the pro
gressive West; but in this our benighted East, where there is evidently 
more decorum, it cannot but meet with disfavour, notwithstanding its 
advocates calling it " the epic in prose/' most suitable to democratic 
times and manners. 

A comparison, or rather a parallel, has been instituted of late between 
the Colonil\l policies of Spain ind Portugal. It is true that historical 

~5 
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parallels cannot be es.act in all detaila ; they often accentuate the points 
of dift'erence, and many of their illustration• are by contrut rather than 
by resemblance. Thus while the Portugneae only poueueci aettle
meuta, which euily changed handa, the Spaniards ownl'd vut countries 
which could n~t be attacked, much leu occupied ; they could only 
change the form of government, declare their independence, and then 
fight among themselves. The vast estent of the Portuguese dominions, 
SCAttered over four thousand leagues of co11st, with only a chain of 
"factories and forta to bind them together, offered a tempting prize, and 
when a determined rival appeared on the acene, the links gave way, 
while the Spanish empire being compact resisted like an adam11nt. 
Afllny writers seem to be fond of speculating on the causes of the decay 
of the Portuguese in l11dia. Bot disintegrating agenciea are more or 
leEs in operation among all n11tiona, just as. acoording to the Burial 
Senice, "In the midst of life we are in death.'' In historical -creations 
there i1 no such thing as birth and growth-only decay and death ; 
in the midst of great or apparent splendour there is neceSBarily no 
prosperity, but germs of decadence and symptoms of dissolution. 

The Portuguese exhibited signs of decay long ago, and the only 
individual who still strives to keep up the traditions of that nation 
in this country n.gain1t all odda is the miHionary. He livea, from 
Bengal to Cape Comorin, among the people, he adapts himself to 
their environments, and instils among them bis aesthetic perceptions 
11nrl his intl'llectual sympathies, however humble and limited these 
may be; the sobriety of hia mind is always useful in a medium, 
where the low·r.lus Hindus, like the Meridionales of Alphonse 
Daudet, delight themselvea with the 1train of esce11iveneu, the 
humour of enormity, and the instinct of the gigantic and the 
abnormal, which Christianity has the power to correct. 

IV. 

I shall conclude by an allusion to the late debate, tranaferred from 
the arena of the Senate-hall to that of the Press and elsewhere, on the 
merits of the new scheme of the Bombay University for remodelling the 
course of the study of langnagea, classical, foreign and vernacular,
a debate which led me to consult the last University Calendar. The result 
was the discovery of the striking anomaly that, while Portuguese is at 
page 37 classed with the living vernaculars-Marathi, Gujarati, Cana
resr, &c.,-French is at page 57 ranked with the dead Sanskrit, Greek, 
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!Atio and Hebrew. This classification Is evide~tly, to borrow Prof. 
:Ma1. Miiller's phrase, ••a Babylonian confusion of tongues." It means, 
in short, that Sa de Mir11nda, Camoeas, Almeida Garrett and Castilho 
are in the same category as Namde'f, Tnkaram, Waman and Samala
bhat; while Corneille, Racine, Moli~re, Lamartine and Victor Hugo 
are to be studied in the same spirit u Euripides and Sophocles, Terence 
nod Virgil, or K'1idasa and Bb&'fabhuti. · 

If the University or Bombay will retain Portuguese OD its list of 
second languages, it is neces•ry to introduce rrform1 in both the 
te11ch ing and examining methods, and in the selection of men of l\cademic 
position and of wide culture for its e1ecutive body. I know that wide 
culture is rare everywhere, especially in a commercial city like Bomb11y, 
where the almighty rupee possesses greater merit and carries more 
weight than either learning or virtue. But one must know something 
of e'ferythios in order that lie may know everything of something'. 
We want men not of brilliant puts, but of general reading,-men, not 
without a departmeat of their own, but with the scholarship Rnd 
all-round ability which can appreciate the languages and literRtures 
oh11rious nations. The Senate. is in the habit of choo1ing for Syndics 
some estimable men, about half of whom are natives, who do not, RS a 
rule, know a single European language with the uoeption of English. 

It is obvious that men who are utterly incompetent even to ·ui1tin
guish Bocage from Schiller, and Ariosto froru C11lderon, u I h11v"' often 
noticed, cannot be fit to select aamiol!H in living EnroJ>ean languages 
from their own knowledge of th•ir merit, 11od have no alternative but to 
yield to the pressure brought to bear upon them of recommendations 
and solicitations. Thia surely cannot be a desirable 1tate of things. 
And, lutly, if the Portuguese language is no~ to take its proper place 
by the side of ita European sisters, if it is to be depressed to the le'fel 
of the Indian Vernaculars, it would be much better to abolish it 
altogether a1 a second language in the University enmination. An 
honoarable drath is far prefnable to an ignominious life. which is but 
a parody of the noble motto of king Dom Sebutiao :~ 

"Un bel morir totta la vita honora." 

•• 
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