
PREF ACE. 

ALTHOUGH the objects for which the Bombay Branch of the 
Royal Asiatic Society was originally instituted, ha,·e been steadi
ly kept in view since the publication of the first number of its 
Journal, and the Editor feels much indebted !o those who have 
enabled him lo arrive at the completion of this its second Vo
lume, yet it cannot be observed without regret, that with a field 
so wide and with so ma!ly opportunities open to the Members for 
extending our knowledge of the Archreology, Philology, Geo
graphy, &c. of Western India, Persia, Arabia, Ethiopia and 
other neighbouring countries, so little comparatively speaking 
has been accomplished. 

It was anxiously hoped, that the literary and scientific com
munications lo the Society on subjects connected with Orien
tal Research, would have maintained a quarterly issue of its 
Journal, but experience has proved them to be insufficient.. 

Much credit however is due to those who nave contributed. 
To Dr. Stevenson ond Professor Orlebar, who ha\'e most kindly 
and cordially rendered their aid on Literary and Scientific sub
jects; to As8istant Surgeon Carter for his papers on the Tribes, 
Language, and Natural Products, of Southern Arabia; and to the 
Rev. J. Murray Mitchell, who has enriched the preser:t volume 
with two interesting and highly useful synoptical accounts of 
the Parsi Religion, and the system of the Vedas. 



Preface. 

In the death of the late Ball Gungadhur Shastree, remarkable 
among the native community for his great talent and acquire
ments, the Society has lost a valuable and most useful contri
butor of Indian Inscriptions,-that branch to which Professor 
Lassen has particularly called the attention of our members, as 
being the only means of obtaining a clear and authentic know
ledge of the early history of this country. 

The Editor on taking leave of the Society, in consequence of 
his return to England, feels it due to slate to his learned Asso
ciates, that the pleasure he has ever experienced in rendering 
his services to the Society, as well as the interest he has taken 
in all that concerns its welfare and the advancement of its ob
jects, will s11ffer no diminution, although he may no longer be 
present to assist in its operations. 

Bombay; 30th, November, 1817. 
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ART. 1.-Tu·o ancient Inscriptic11s, in the Cat·e cl:c:racltr, c1?d 
San..tkrU language, which, engrai~ed on Copper plates, ore 
ti onslated into E11glish, by ll.i.LL G. Su..t.sTREE, Es(l., with 
remarks by the Secretary. 

To J..t.!IJES Brno, Esq., Secretary to the Bombay Brancli R. A. S. 

MY .DEAR S1a,-I ha,·e now the pleasure of returning the Corp:'r 
plate, yon gave me the other day, with correct transci'!pts iu the ori
ginal and Balln1d characters, as well as a translation of its contents 
into the English language. 

On comparing the names of kings, mentioned in this grant, with Mr. 
Walter Elliott's genealogy of the Cl1alukya race, as ascertaiued fl'Om the 
numerous inscriptions collectl'd by that gentleman, (Journal Hoy. As. 
Society, Londo11, No. VII. p. 7,) I am dioposed to think that the Pri::ce, 
Vishm1. i-ardlian, referred to in this grant, mu~t be the grarn:hon of king 
nkrama, or J/ikrama.dityn, the beginning of whose reign is plared in 
the Shaka year 655, or in 733 A. D.; and whose son, th~ father of our 
donop, according to both authorities, is of the name of Kirti Varma. 
The antiquity of the document i3 fully borne out by the nature of the 
character; which, were there no proof to the contrary, may indeed make 
it two or three centuries older, as may be easily seen from an inspection 
of Mr. Frirsep's Table of the ancient Alphabets, in the Vllth Volume 
of the Bengal Aoiatic Society's Journal. We would certainly be at lib
erty to identify rikrama \\ith Bil elder prince of that name, the date of 
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whose reign is 514 S!&a'lt.a, if it were not for a disagreement in the namea 
that follow. 

The langn~ge of the grnnt, u~like that of other writings of thi!I kind, 
is extremely simple; and the description of the fomi1y of the r€'igning 
monarch is confinrd to two of hi$ ancestors. These cirntm!lrnnres may 
perhaps be attributed to thP decline of the p;iwer of the Clwlukya1',· 
which soon afterwards w:is very much c1Jrtailed, if not altogether anni
hilated, at lea~t. for a con~iderable length of time. 

The inscrip:ion is full uf orthographical error~, too nu1Mr011s to be 
enumerated. There is one particular ~ymbul u~ed, which I have n') 
where met with. I allude to the mark o for i (i) instead of a-. The 
rneclial '1" ( u). is exprl'Ssed both by U as well as (!', whi1·h latter form, 
being that of the modern Deva Nagari, may indic:ite that the Cave cha
racter was in a state of transition when the grant was written. The i• 
1cription on the teai i~ literally -!f) ~irnr, Shri Bidurasa, which I must 
Jene to your superior jlldgment to explain. The village of A land Tir
tha, the grant of which iOJ commemorated in the rlate, may be ideuti6ed 
with Al .. ndi near Puna, as I !mow of only one other Aland, but it ia 
1itunted to the north of the Bhima and not to the south. 

ConncctP.d with the histo'"y of tl1e Ck11.lulqp.1, I send you herewith an 
l1•scription, taken from a Copper plate grant, of the 5th t:tntury of tho 
Christian era, which Profe~sor Orlebsr presented to your Society in 
1841, after carefully comparing it with the original at my request. Aa 
confirming the few records of that period found by Mr. Elliott, it is a 
document of some importance ; and as it has not up to this day been 
published in the Transactions of the Paren~ Soci<'ty, to whom I believe, 
it was transmitted, yon may, if' you think proper, f?i\'e it a place in your 
JQurnal, along with tt.is additional relic of the Clialultya family, which 
has been brought to light through your exertions. 

I am sorry th:it I could not prevail upon the Thakur, who brought me 
the Plate, to part with it on any consideration. 

aeneve me, dear Sir, 
Your'a ruoi;t sincerely, 

DUL G. SHA9Tlllf.&. 

7th August, 18". 
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No. I. 

Translation of a Copper plate grant of lartd,found at Sattara, and now 
in possession of JAMES B1ao, Esct. 

Illes~ing. King Rana 'Vikrama was descended from the family of 
the Chci.lukyas ; the sons of Hariti, of the same Gotra as the desrend
ants of M:inu, meditators 011 the feet of Swami Maliasenc( I); the chain _of 

whose arms was protected by the Lody of the mothers of the world, 11nd 
who had been blessed wi;h the Eo:ir sigll(?t, by Vishnu oo being arou3ed 
from his slumbers in the milky ocean. May this king be glorious; who, 
being himself a good ruler, was gifted with good ministers and good coun
srllors; who had humbled the pride of al\ his er.emies, and who had ac· 
quired great renown by his \•irtuous deeols in chastising the wicked 
men of the Kali Yrlg. His son Kirti Varma was a famon~ protector 

afthe earth, and reigned for a long time, distinguishing him .. elf for worthy 
ar.tions. Hiq son w;1s <'S handsome as Ka1.darpa (2). Knowing his 
dutirs and having a feeling of gratitude, he equalled Arjuna, as if he was 
intended by the Crf'ator, like that hf'ro, to remove the ,-ani1y of men 

wh::- support themeelves Ly arms. 1 his prince named Vis/mu l"cr
dhan, while he had conciliated the attachment of the world, and was 
in the habit of receiving homage from the crowned heads of numerous 
humiliuterl ,·assals, during his rt>gency (3). l•estowed formally, (pouring 
water, &c.) on the 15th Kartika at K nmmarathya, a village called Aland 
Tirtlia, situated 10 the south of the Bhima and to the north of the free 
bold cal\ed Anopalwa, upon the sons of' Lakshumana Sw;.mi of tho 

Kaushika Gotra, (the dC"scendan1s of Viswamitra,) who had penetrated 
t.l>rough the V l.'das with all their bran<:hes- to Achala Swami, Dl.'vu Swami, 
Aditya Swami, Nagkumarn with all their sons, grand~ons, &c. This 
grant is made to support the performance <>f raishwadet:a, Agniliotra, 
~nd other ceremonies, with the view of securing ,·irtue to the donor him
self and his parents, and is to last as long as the sun, the moon, and tho 
earth exist. Let it be known to ail the authorities on the frontier, our 

(I) The 1011 of l\1nh11dev11, usa111ly called K'rtikeya, and Commander•iD· 
Chit'f of the celestial armies. 

(2) The god of love. 

(3) Tbi1 pusoge is sn1ePplible ofa difl'erPnt interprPtation. It may meaa 
\11e " Gr11nt i1 m11de by the re(leDt of Vishnu Sharma.,named Vi1hou Sidbi." 
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nseal1, heads and great men of the place, l:.c. that this village is not to 
be entered into by troops of the state or of persons !iving on usury. 
Know:ng that the grant is lnwful, and that the duration of this life is :.s 
transient as the waves of the sea agitated by a gale, the same should not 
be resumed. Whoevt:r, having his sense obscured hy the mist of igno
rance, should interrupt our grant or appro,·e of its being interrupted, shall 
be guilty of the fh·e great sins. As ·Vya.qa, the expouuder of the Vedas, 
says; He who makes a graut of land, lives 60,000 year,; in heaven; who
ever resumes it, or approves of its resumption, is doomed to r~ide in 
hell for an equal length of time. Sagara and many other kings, & c. 
who make granb1 of land, do not gain so much merit as those who protect 
the grants of others. 0 king Yudhishthira ! maintain wit)l care di the 
former grants ofland. 0 good king, the preservation of a grant is a 
more virtuous act than the giving of it. A man, though he may be on 
the \'erge of deatn, should never think of depriving a Brahman of hi9 es
tate; for what is burned by fire springs up_again, hut what is bur11ed by 
a Brahman's curse never revives. Whoever seizes the land, & c. Those 
who resume grants of land become black serpents in the hollow11 of tree1 
iu the arid deserts of the Vindhya. This edid is written in the 8th 
year of the king. 

No. 2. 

Translatidn of an Inscription of a Copper plate grant, belonging to a 
Thtikur cf the name of NARSU BHALA, of Nc11c!g6.m in tire Nerti.em 
Konkan. 1841. 

Pear:i. Glory be to the Boar (1 ), in whom Vishnu was made manifest, 
who agitated the ocean, and bore 1 he tarth ou the tip of his uplifted r:ght 
tusk. Shri Kirti Varma Roja, who~e body hecame pure as the A 1•abhr:tha 
bath of' the A shwamedha sacrifice, adorned the family of the prosperous 
Chalukyas, of the ,;ame Gotra (2) as the descendants of Manu; who arc 
praised by the whole world ; the sons of' Hariti (3); brought up by seven 

(I) The third incar~ation of VishnCi for lhe recovery of lhe ea.rlh from lhe 
watt> rs. 

("l) A di1tinctive appl'llation of Drihman a.nd Ksbatriya f.1milie1, deaolinr 
their de1cent from puticular lt1sh is. 

(3) Proba.bly aome local 1odde11, worshipped uy .the family. 
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mothers,_ who were even as the seven mothere of the world ( 4) ; who, 
through the protection of Kartikeya, gained a succession of blessings ; 
and who, under the eye of the Boar signet, obtained through the favour of 
the god Nnrayan, subjugated all the kings of the earth. His so:i waa 
Shri Palakeshi 'Vallabha, whose lotus-like feet were touched b)• the 
crowns of many hundred kings ; whose firmness W&S as that of the 
mountains Meru, Malaya, r.nd Mandara, whose whole army of infantry, 
cavalry, chariot~. and elephants, was iucreasiug day by day; who on his 
noble horse Kanta Chitra ( 5) reconquered his own dominions, and (after
wards) the three kingdoms of Cliera, Cho/a, and Pandya; who gained a 
new title by the defeat of Sliriharslia, lord of the northern countries; 
who ever meditated upon the feet of Sliri Ntiga J'ardlian, and was an 
emineut follower of Mahadeva. His younger brother Jaya Sinha, 
the supporter of the earth, ~ubdued all his rivals. His son, the prop of 
the th\ee (6) worlds, RaJa Sliri Ntiga Vardlian, infonns all the present 
and future kings:- Be it known to you that at the request of Ballam 
1 hakur, we have assigned (pouring water & c.) for the support of the 
holy inhabita11t11 of Balegram, and in furtherance of the Guggul '11"orship 
of Kapaleshwar, the said village, which is situated on the boundaries of 
Goj>arashtra, with its public buildings, and appurtenances, with the quar
ters of the impost and the military ; (7) that (the glory of) our 
father and mother may endure as long as the sun, the moon, the sea, 
and the earth exist, and that our own virtue anJ fame may be promoted. 
May then this <;Ur grant be respected and ob!!er\•ed by our descendants, 
or other future kings, remembering that life is as transient as the clouds 
of ~fo,·ember. According to the saying of the holy Vyasa, "Sagar and 
many other kings ha,·e enjoyed the earth, whoever may be the master of 
the earth, this il the fruit thereof. Whoe\·er resumes the land which 

(4) Sevrn fpmale deilies \veil known in lhe HindG mythology as Brlhmi, 
MohPahwiui, &c. the t'oeririe~ of Drnhmn anil other gods. 

(5) a;-;r~~ is erroneo•uly wriLten cfizr;:r;;f@f. 

(6) Here we have 'PJ'f;r, iustend or f:;J~'A'. 

(7) Thia wu lbP at>nse thnt the pusage oppenred to me to conny, whl'n I 
1 originally tr:i.ns!r1tPd Lhe Inscription, l hove bt><?n however utiafi~d, that i& 
mtnn1 " the villag~ is not to be enlered into by the troop• and follower• or 
the Jr.in,." 
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either he himself or otbers have given, becomes a worm, doomed to pttis 

sixty thousand (8) years in filth." 

Reinarlcs on the foregoing Inscription. 

I -The Copper pla+e, of which a copy ar.d an English translation 
are herewith submitted to the Society, consists of two pieces 7 inches by 
5, connected by two rings, one of which bears a seal, which· is exactly 
represented in the fac-simile. It belonga to Narsu Bhala, a Thakur, 
originally an inhabitant and a Wataudar of Kav:mai, in the ,·alley of Trim
b3kesh.var, but now living at ~andgam in the Northern Konkan. His 
family has been in possession of it from time i:mnemorial, and believing 
that it contained some grant to his ancestors, he was induced to send it to 
me to be decyphered. 

2.-By the help of l\tr. Prinsep's t:ible of the Indian Alphabe's, I 
succeedl'd in rl'ading the whole of the inscription without much difficulty. 
'fhe character in \\ hich it is w~itten will be found to bear n close re
semblance to that of the Allahabad Pillar, which, according to the Jour
nal of the Bengal I siati= Society for M:.rch 1838, belongs to the 5th 
century of the Christian era. 

3.-Thc Plate bears no d:itc, nor makes any mention of the place 
whe1 e the deed wa~ written ; but it will he found that the grant was 
ma:le by Naga Vardhan, the t1l'phew of Pulakeshi, the most mighty of the 
\\"ell known Chalukya race of Kallian (in the Dekh:m ), en whose history 
much light. ha~ already bel'll thrown by the elaborate researches of Mr. 
\Valter Elliott, oft he Madras Civil Service'.(!>) If according to the Co.,. 
per dl'ed in the possessio;n of Major ,l('rvis, quoted in Mr. Elliott's pa
per, Pulakeshi reigned in the year 411 of Shalivahana, the Inscription 
now submitted cannot be more than a few ) cars later th~n that period, a 
result which remarkably verifies what i:i stated ns p1 obable in the preced
ing paragraph. 

4.-0n comparing the present Inscription with one that accompanies 
l\Ir. Ellio1t's paper, the fact that first strikes nutice is the great simikrity 
of langu::ge. Both the documents begin with the same invocation to 

rS) The word '1'4, :i year, is spelled crftv. 
(9) SPe Mr. Elliott's Enny on the 1ubj~ct p. 8. R. A. Society'• Journal Cor 

May lil37. 
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Var.Aha, anddesignatetheChalukyafamily u "Manovy:1!a Gotra," "the 
children of Hariti," " supported by the Re,·en rnotheu," and as hning 
subdued all their enemies in an in1ta1:t by the boar signet obtained from 
the fa,·onr of Bhagviin Naniyan." J\n indubitable proof of the identity of 
the king Pulakeshi, mentioned in both grants, is fumi~hrd by the nllusion 
to his horse " Kantha Chit.ra," and the performance of the" Aehwnrne
dha" aacri6ce, ~hich from the amount of its expense and the difficulty 
of its conditionJ, (of which the exaction of' ta·ibute from :111 the contem· 
pornry sovereigns is the principal one,) ha11 not ht-en underh.ken by n:any 
modem princes. Thi11 king, according to Mr. Elliott's genealogfral table, 
i:s the son of Riina Uaja or Halja Sinha, \\'hi:e according to the Inacrip:. 
tion before us, he is the son of Klrti V3rira. There il, however, no real 
contradiction between the two accounts ; for as the name Haju Sinha or.· 
cura in one place according to Mr. Elliott, and he rPgards it as doubtful, 
\\'e may suppose it wa11 a mere title of honour like Hiina Rilja, ir.d that 
Kartik Varma is tt.e proper name of this king. It will be seen that the 
younger brother of Pulnkeshi hears the name of Jaya Sinha, the same 111 

that of hi1 grandfather, who may be suppc11ed to be the founder of the 
Chalukya( I 0) dynasty iu the ~khan. 1'hus the Copper plate now brougM 
to light, supplies us with three additional namt'S of the Chaluky1 kings : 
viz. Klrti Varma, Jaya Sinha, and Naga Vardhan, the father, the younger 
brother, and the nephew of Pulakeahi. 

5.-With regard to the position of the "Gopa Ilashtra," on the 
frontiers of which "Bnlegr.nna' is aai1l to ha,·e been situated, we hat"e 
1ome ground on which to h&Zard a conjecture. A tradition exists that 
near the village of Anjan Niri, sbo11t fh·e miles from Trimbakeah\\'ar, 
where extem1it"e ruins of a town and a atrong fort are still to be seen, 
therefom1erly stood the capit.il of the Gaoli or Cowherd kings. We may 
therefore suppoae that the vi.lley of Nashik was called Goparashtir in the 
time of the Cbalukya kings. This hypothesis is further anpport~ by 
the o1ite of the original residence of the Thokur"s family, where it is rea· 
aonable to suppose that the grant must hn,·e ht-en found. ( 11 ) · 

6.-0n asking Narsu Bhala whether there wu :my tradition current 

(10) <'hiluk11 is• common family nnme among the Marathu. 

(II) Bnlo•gram nnr Yul.;, may be 1&id lo be ~ilualrd on the fronlif'H oflhi1 
Gop1ruhtr1, but it would require a bcuer proof to identify it po1ilivel7 witb 
tbe villaie meatioaed in the 1ra.nl 

2 
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in his family or in his tribe respecting Dallam Thakur, at whose request 
the village is said to have been granted, I could obtain no information. 
The mention of his name, however, on so old a document proves, that the 
Thakun formed a portion of the original inhabitants of the Dekhan ; and 

some of them possessed gre:it influence with the reigning sovtrt•ign:t of 
the ~in.e. 

7.-In ronclusion I have only to remark that the language in which 
the dttd is wr;tten is elegant, but simple and unaffected ; and is evident

ly the production of a period anterior to that when the taste of the Hin
dus was vitiated, and tht>y became fond of a bombastic style, abounding 
in laboured rhymes, far-fetched metaphor!, and childish play upon wo:·tl~. 
The few errors, which occur priucip:illy in the spelling, arc marked on the 
margin of the transl:it;on. 

8.-1 ha\•e already ~aid that the character of this gr:int is nE'arly the 
same as that of the Allahabad Pillar. None of thl' initial \'Owels occur, 
with the exception of~ ( u); the medials are more nl'a1 ly allied to those 

oftlie Gujarat Plates of the 4th Century than of the Allahabad Inscrip
tion; the only difference being that i (1) is writlm t!' instead of A; and 

~ ( c) nnd i!' ( ai) are join~d as in modern Dalbndh, and not as in Bengali 
to which the corres!>onding lrtters in the Gujarat Plates are al.ke. 
} rnong the conson:mts I notice some dissimilarity in the following 

letters:-

'if~ll'IJ~Jif~~ 

Allahabad lriscription. \-i 0 0 1-1 nJ o/ A 1j 

The NandagU.m. a tJ D ¥ e /-J ~ $' 

I may obsenc that If and a of the Plate exactly corre~pond to tho1e 
in the Gujarat Plates. It is worthy of notice that the letter ur ( n) occurs 
in two distinct forms k and m. The former of thE'se is that of the Al

lahabad Pillar, and the latter of the Kutih Inscription from Darelly of 
the year 992 A. D. The first form however is found only in cum· 

pos:tion. 

Additional remark! 011 the t100 preceding Inscriptions, by tM 
Secretary. 

The earliest records of the H_indu social system, contained in the Ra
mayana, ~lahabharata, and Mar.u, confirm the uniform traditions of 

the people, tLat Bengal, Orissa, and the whole of the DekiJan, south 
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of the Nermada river, were about thi! beginning of the Christian era 
inhabited by outcaste and barbarous tribes, similar to the people called 
by Pliny Calinga, or Parthia/es ; who inhabited the sea coast, at the 
summit of the bay of Bengal, from point Godaveri to cape Negrais. 
The ascertained independent origin of the primitive words of the Tamui 
language, which are not derived from Sanskrit, afford strong confirmato
ry evidence of the comparatively recent amalgamation of these tribes 
with the present Hindu state, and that they were converted to the Brah
manical system, and from barbarity, by an enlightened and civilized peo
ple from the North. The numerous inscriptions, on copper and on 
stone, which have been arranged and commented on, with great research, 
by Mr. Walter Elliott, of the Madras Civil Service, supply additional 
proofs, relative to this subject; and clearly indicate that the Brahman1 
of the North, who introduced the foreign faith and language, were ac
companied by a warlike race of Kshatriyas; who, from their devotion to 
the worship of fii'e, and the ceremonial observances enjoined by the re
da1, were denominated Agnikulas, and subsequently Rajputs. The in
scriptions here translated, relative to this stage of the Hindu history of 
the South, are of considerable interest; and illustrate the origin of the 
Rajput family of the Chalukyas, who ruled over Kuntala De1ha, in 
the Dekhan, of which the capital was Kalliani. 

Jn an inscription, engraved on copper, in a very ancient type of the 
Purvada Halla Kanara character, and in the Sanskrit language, dated 8ha
ka 4ll, (A. D. 490),• the Chalukyas, are said to be descended from 
Manu, by the lineage of Harita ;t who, according to the Vishnu Pu
rana, was one of the sons of the Kshatriya "Viswamitra, who obtain
ed Brahmanhood through devotion; aurl from whom the Gotra, or fami
ly of the Kaushika Brahmans derive their origin· According to the in
scription just mentioned, and in the possession of Major T. B. Jervis of 
the Bombay Engineers, the earliest member of the Chalukyafamily, 
cotemporary with the date of the grant, A. D. 490, was Pulakeshi, who 
conquered the South, and subdued the kingdoms of Ghera, Chola, and 
Pandya, or Mysore, Tanjore, and Madura. He is mentioned in No. 

• See Journal of the Roya.I Asiatic Society, London, volume V. p. 343. 

I According to the Vi1bnu Pura.oa the Harita are clusea of god;i, belong
ing to the twelfth Mttnwantara; but in the preceding Inscriptions the name ia 
feminine Haruti, who among Bauddhos i1 a Yak.hanc. or femllle demon 

2 
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2 of the pretent loBCript.ion1 ; and seema M> have been preceded by an
cestors in the North; who came from the Bauddha capital of Sawatlai
pura, thought to be the aame with with Koaala, or Oude. It is 
mentioned in the Ceylon &Uddha. annals; and i11 erroneously called Wa
tapipura, in Mr. Elliott's Ye-ur inscription. 

The Vuknv Vardla11, No I ofthe ln1Cription1 now translated, wu 
probably the grandson of Pulalcalri, by his son Kirti Varma; and if eo, 
his date, ucertained from other iD1Criptions, would plaee •he present 
Copper plate grant, about the beginning ol the sixth century A. D. 

The Chalukyu generally profess themselves of lunar origin, and may 
do so probably from deriTI.ug their title from one of the four classes of 
Bauddha followers, called CkailaAa: but they mlllt have subsequently a

dopted the ceremonial faith of the Veda1, and Agnikula1 or worship
pers ofire: u Kim JTanu Raja is aid, by iDacription No. 2, to have 
performed the Alln11a'!Md/ta eacrifice. Their signet of the Varaka, or 
Boar being the third incarnation of Vi1knu, for the elevation of tile 
earth, aubmeqpid by the wMen, aad 111ppoaed by Profeuor H. Wil
son, to be a type of the ritual of the 'Vedtu, may have been adopted by 
the C'Aalu1,raa, on tJ.eir convenion from Bauddha principles to the 
orthodox faith of the BnJuaana. In both inscriptiOBS Kartaeya, or 
the Hindv Man, is the special object af renrence by the Cka.lukyaa, 
indicating their warlike character, and probably Indo-Scythic origin. 

No. I. 7raftlcripl ia lhN:saGfi. 

(iitftd.:41 f*lq@(lf"I if I fld .. Uf h'i I .. tql '"i 04 Efii'iij IOI h! I fi8'qijjUj i 
~ ~ 

q11a101stQitlCfl'(~:rti•l{llSi .. id\(1tlf'l\l'4;if!Ql~ctQUitlCf · 

~ctO@E.410.,1.,t:qftasq:cu.,ici\1Eiq: \1Rfi'5fq\tq1Sf: n 3'11fct .... 
<011~11111.,i41f.l<tttfl1 .. qrct\n4f11~<••1: 11 ~qa1tct{l1Sf-.4tt~edfr 

~ c ~ 

~~:II ~if...if\tf<tl:t4ftt:11 q:" 
-~ -0 

~: ..... 6rt1df: Cf'ftr: ftiir: II 'f(Ctq;i)qua:rtr<ii<chctac ~;r 11 
c c -0 0. ' 

qlpr~.aqq1~4\'4ifmilf:lPlf'lq1 .. rtt;i'iMd .. (IUf i\laJtlf«j c -0 
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i:..~""' ;fl ""' ""' ""' . , .. "41"'111ct11i!.1;11~1Cfie=q 'f~(Cfoq 11 <rr~minftrUT(t1fCfleoq\SI 
"' "'"' ~ 

qfil1f.:t'fl'2'q('11i(fcta.'1 : c: ~~~-

~~id(rr~~r"f*~;:r'il€11Ni1U~ ;:r-...:rcr-
~ ~ ~ ~ 

O'tJ~Cfl"rffr'fl"~Uht1Eqi~dlJtdlhlql(4il"ft II ~~rf~rim-

oyiftpqrflf;ror ( "«r) ~~€41fqqSII01 t~Ecti fttq~ ECfl fqa.ct..:ufq-
c: "' 

3ff~rq€4 I flt"f UI Cfl ql'(:~"ftq 'ii~'ii 1 if\ '11 'ioq I ;Qi)~~ft:r-
"' "' 

fo ~-1Rt0 q <ti I ~"I ftis:q (\~fq-ffi@<l;:rq:q lff P«'f31'ifurr~q-Pft -
' 

flcl'~ II 
I * 
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No. 2. Tranacript in DetJanagri. 

~3"1fi.~11Aikfid
0

f.1wi1ift(l@~nf~Ht1°Jici l~~dCt~IQfif 

~: 
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urt~IITTfl'f\d'l(l@tisi31Y°;i ~m<n~ 
' e 

~j 'ij I MifCf Hi 'lCJfcr-ft<n(fllN '"'""'1" ~ ~ e e 
--.c...a..cL _s ""' r-.. """ ~tt~,..,. ... ..,.,"'''"'""'O:ifECfi~ef~o:tm~<t1ede<t1r~ 

~ e 

'ij(Ojj<f\iiq,qtl§qq~(ijqjo:j~qj@(@(~lJq' 
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~ ... e 

q1'fiN1i?JPOt(ECiiiUiii'SlfJtiF"llli"4afi;r~q-~~ 
.. ... 6.. 

@t«ittPctq1f\:a~lft~~<~"iai1fq-Jqfdf~: ~ 
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AaT. 11.-4,n Account of the temple of Somnatli, translated 
from the Pers·ian of tht Appendix to the ~1Hfrat Ahmedi, 
By JAMES B1ao, Esq. : to which is added a translation, 
from Sanskrit into Englisli, of an Inscription at Patlan 
Somnath, relative to the restoration of the temple in Som
vat 1272, A. D. 1215. By W. H. WATHEN, Esq. 

Recent events, and the proposed restoration to the ancient temple 
of Somnatli of the gates brought from Ghazna, said to have been 
originally part of it, have given this place a modern notoriety little in
ferior to its former celebrity. If indeed these gates formed part of the 
ancient temple, it may be doubted whether they ever belonged to the 
now existing ruins of t.he building at Patlan Somnath; where the 
shrine, according to the excellent account of it contained in the A ppen
dix to the Mirat Ahmedi, was several times destroyed and restored. 
Agreeably to the Sanskrit inscription, translated in the sequel, the hall 
of this temple was rebuilt sometime after its destruction by Mahmud of 
Ghazna, and a fresh image, or lingum, installed in the shrine so late as 
A. D. 1215, or almost two hundred years after the original one had been 
destroyed by that celebrated conqueror. The only modern account of 
this building, which we have on record, is that given by the late Sir 
Alexander Burnes, which was published in the Journal of the Royal Asia
tic Society.• He thus describes the ruins:-" The great temple of Som
nath stands on a rising ground on the north-west side of Pattan, inside 
the walls, and is only separated by them from the sea. It may be seen 
from a distance of twenty five miles. It is a massy stone building, evi
dently of some antiquity. Unlike Hindu temples generally, it consists 
of three domes, the first of which forms the roof of the entrance, the se
cond is the interior of the temple, the third was the " sanctwn sancto
rum," wherein were deposited the riches of Hindu devotion. The two 
external domes are diminutive : the central one has an elevation of more 
than thirty feet, tapering to the summit in fourteen steps, and is about 
forty feet in diameter. It is perfect, but the images which have once 
adorned both the interior and exterior of the building, are mutilated, and 
the black polished stones which formed its floor h:ive been removed by 

• Vol, v. page 105. 
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the citizens for less pious purposes. Every thing in the vicinity of Pat
tan corroborates its age, and confirms the relations of the people." 

The Mirat Ahmedi s account of this celebrated temple, being inter
esting, is here appended as translated from the Persian. 

Somnath, the greatest and most celebrated of temples to be met 
with, is visited by the worshippers of idols from the four quarters of 
Hindustan. This also is the name of the city situated on the shore of the 
sea of OmaB, and in the district of Sorath, where there is a strong fortre&S, 
now named PattaB Deo, and otherwise called Prabhas Pattan, because in 
that country the Khetri tribe is known by the name of Prabhas. • At this 
time the place of the idol is in a great measure destroyed, but it is cele
brated in every country, and among the Hindus is considered the oldest of 
the temples : wherefore travellers and strangers have noticed it in their books 
both in prose Rnd verse. The author of the .Haft lklim relates that there 
were many golden images in this temple, and that they called the greatest 
of them Manatt: hut the general opinion regarding this matter, is that 
Manat was not one of the idols worshipped by the Brahmans, although it 
be said that this deity, before the time of Krishna now four thous
and years, was worshipped by the Brahmans. Mahmud Gha:z:i of 
Ghazna, however, led by inevitable destiny, having iu the year of 
the Hejirah 416, A. D. 1020, come into Gujarat from Ghazna, in order to 
throw down and de1troy the idols of this temple, laid siege to it. So ob
stinate was the contest on both sides, during the period of the siege, that 
for one day no advantage was gained by the Mahomedans, but having pre
pared next day the usual war machines, they bravely exerted themselves in 
battle, while the people of Somnath crowded to the temple ; from whence, 
after having embraced the idol, and 11ought it11 usi11tance, they with loud 
wailing11 rushed out and fought until more than fifty thousand person1 were 
slain, and the fortreH wa.s yielded up. The Sultan entering the temple 

• Prablaua, in Sanskrit, means light or radiance, and was applied as an 
appellation of the S.i"a li11ga, which under the name of Bomnath, represent· 
ed Si"" or Ma.l&a.du1a. at Patlan Somnath ; which i1 called, in the Vialau11 Pura
""• Prabluua. The Mahatmyam, or legend of the temple, said to be a part 
of the Sluada. Pur1111a, i1 entitled Prablaua Kalidra Ma/aatmyam, and relates 
the origin of the temple-that &nn,a., or the moon, who bad loat hia loatre by 
the imprecation of Dakaha, having propitialed Si"a, and erected to the honor 
of this deity a 1plendid liagum, regained the favor of Sit1a, who conferred on 
the paroda the name of Somlltlllia. The account, which the author of the 
.Viral .lllurudi here givea for the origin of the name, is not therefore correct. 

I The name of one ofthe three idols, which, during the time1 of idolatry 
in Arabia, were wor1hipped in the temple of Meklr.a. 
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beheld a place, of great breath and length, containing fifty pillars adorned 
with all kinds of jewels ; within which he found the idol Manat, in height 
about five cubits, and partly buried in the earth. The Sultan on behold
ing this broke it to pieces with the baton he had in his hand, and afterwards 
carrying the pieces to Ghazna strewed them in front of the great mosque 
where they remain to this day. Jewels of great value fell from the belly' 
of the idol ; lmt this story in detail is related in the fourth volume of the 
Rauzat-as-Safa, (a work of seven volumes,) and in other entertaining 
books. In fine, the people of India are only in part acquainted with the 
religious rites of Somnath ; which they washed daily with fresh water 
brought from the Ganges, and conveyed from station to station, by per
sons placed for the purpose, and from a distance exceeding two hundred 
farsakh. Moreover more than a thousand populous villages were be
queathed for the use of this temple ; more than twenty thousn.nd Brah
mans were employed in the ceremonies of its worship, and who had so 
arranged for commencing si;ch, that they began their devotions \Vhenever 
a golden chain, which was suspended in the temple, was set in motion. 
Three hundred persons were ready to shave the heads of the devotees who 
frequented the temple to worship the idols, and five hundred dancinr; 
women were also attendant on them. Many of the princes of India devot
ed their daughters to the service of this temple, and of Somnath; and what
ever wealth was obtained by the treasury of Sultan Mahmud, not less than 
a million of gold coins were carried away. 

It must be generally known that whlltever is evident in the old books of 
the Brahmans is collected at the temple of the idols, and they therefore 
say that the original object of worship in the temple of Somnath was a 
linga, which represents the god Mahadeva. There were fonnerly twelve 
linga11 namedjot lingas, the first word of which signifies splendour; and 
is one of the many names given to Mahadtva, such as Bhimnath, Gopi
natb, Somnath, &c. : but in their estimation the original title of jot linga 
is the greatest of all, regarding which they tell many wonderful stories, 
and that there are eleven other lingas in the neighbouring countries. On 
a certain fixed day crowds of Hindus from every distant quarter assemble 
here to worship, because in their belief Somnath is a holy place and con -
tains the linga of radiance, besides many golden and guilded images, which 
have been taken away : and relative to what they relate regarding the ob
ject of worship in the original temple being buried five cubits in the earth, 
it appears to have been a linga, which they set up in this manner ; and 
every linga, except the jot linga, one of the twelve, which is made. of cut 
stone, is named and worshipped under one of the appellations of Mahadeva. 

In the year of the Hejirah 666, A. D.1296, when .Alagh Khan, agreea
ble to the orders of Allah-ad-Khi~ji, king of Delhi, conquered the province 
of Gujarat, he carried an army against Somnath, and destroyed the linga 
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which bail been set up after the time of MahmuJ of Ghazna ; and which 
being restored afresh was popularly worshipped. Wherefore he destroyed 
the stone and forwarded many articles of weallh to Delhi. 

In the year of the Hejirah 790, A. D. 1387, when Zafar-Khan had erect
ed the stanJard of inJependence in Gujarat, the Brahmans having cut am.I 
1et up 11nothor linga, he went and destroyed it; and again in the time of 
Khuld Makan it was a third time destroyed. At the present day the re
mains of the temple are a few columns, outside the citadel of Patlan Deo, 
on the banks of the river Sirsuti. 

A letter from Purani Ramdat Kri11hna Datt, at Prabhas Pattan, (Som
nath) to Lieutenant Colonel Tod, dated the 15th of the first Chaitra 
Shud, Samvat, 1879. (26th March 182!.JJ. 

Sir,-Further, you were pleased to commission me to make a copy of 
the Slokes, (verses) on the pillar near the Kazi' s house, and to send it to 
you. I have therefore made a copy, which cost me much trouble ; be
cause, in many parts the letter!! are not legible, as known to you. I suc
ceeded, however, in copying this inscription after a labour of thirty-two 
days ; during which time I and my son jointly, with great difficulty de
cypbered the letters and arranged them. I long ago sent you this copy, 
through the medium of Dada Raghupant and Sheth HansraJ; along 
with a letter to you, one to Baba Maratha, and one paper relating to this 
copy (of the inscription) ; but I know not whether these papers ever 
reached, as no answer has been received. Having made another copy I 
now transmit it enclosed ; and on its arrival you will oblige me by writing 
an acknowledgment of its receipt : for a letter from you, Sir, would 
gratify me greatly; and my trouble will be rewarded by the pleasure of re
ceiving such. This is my wish: therefore being kind, favor me with a letter. 

Translation of an Inscription at Pattan Somnath in Khatyawar. BY 
W. H. WATHEN, Esq. 

I adore that eternal Being who is the source of the twenty-five prin

ciples.• 

• The allu•ion to the twenty-five principles shews the connexion of this Jn. 
acription with the doctrines of the Sanchya philosophy, both schools of which, 
ath.eistical and th.eistical, acknowledge three sources of evidence ; nnmt!ly per
ception, inference and affirmation : from which we derive acquaintance with 
Lwenty-five principles: and of l.hf'~e Nut11rt, Mulaprukriti, the root or pl11Stic 
origin of all, ia the chiPf.-Ed. 
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The pulses of the five principles, JEther, Air, Fire, Water and Earth, 
are the Sun and Moon. Whoever contemplating these obtains abstrac
tion, and thu!' discovers that which is perfection, such a one becomes 
concentrated in the universal spirit. 

Pnise be to Siva ! and the destroyers of the daitgaa (demons), LaA
shmi, Narayana, these are renowned throughout the universe, and are 
deserving of worship ! 

This temple of Sri Somnatha is beautiful 8S a Ratnakanti, (sparkling 
gem,) and, in magnificence, brilliant 88 the splendour of the Sun and 
Moon. 

This Deity (Somnatha,) consisting of an assemblage of virtues, con
taining in himself every description of treasure, destroys and removes all 
kinds of pain and distress. Almighty Being I thou art victory ! thou 
reignest on the shores of the ocean. 

The Brahman Sompara is perfect, and well acquainted with the rites 
of sacrifice, the rules of meditation, worship, and the ceremonies of mak
ing offerings. 

There was a prince, of the Sandi/ya• race and Raja Vira's family, 
who caused a great sacrifice to be performed. 

This Raja, sovereign of .AnaAillapura Patmrui, this M.Ja Raja,t 
was a protector to the world. 

He caused the Ganga-ghat to be built on the river ; many were the 
pious acts done by him. 

Mula Rqja, caused to be formed reservoirs of water, wells, t.anks, 
temples, religious places, schools and dharmasalas, caravanserais
hence these became as ensigns displaying his good name. Towns, vil
lages and hamlets, were established by him and governed happily. 

He became, as a Claudamani gem, (unexampled) in this universe; how 
can I describe his mighty feats ! He con<tuered the whole world by 
his own power, and then protected his conquest.. 

* Sandilya Wll.B a Muni or sage, from whom one of the three principal fami· 
lil'B of lhe KaJ&aaj Brahman1 were de•cended' and named.-Ed. 

t .8n4killa Wll.B the original name for NehTUJala. Patlan, the ancient capital 
of Gujarat, where reigned in aucceHion various tribea of Rajputs; among 
which were the Cltalvkyas, to which race Mul Raja, according to the inscrip· 
tion from Abu, belonged. He waa the firat of his family, and preceded the 
invasion of Mllh11111d of Ghazna.-Ed. 

3 
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The son of Mula Raja, named Sri Madhu, then contemplated the 
subjection of this earth. 

He caused his kingdom to become populous and well cultivated; he
enjoyed his government without fear (of bis 11nemies.) 

The son of this prince was Durlabha Raja, who, as Siva reduced 
Kamadeva to ashes, did so destroy the power of inimical kings. 

His younger brother was Vikrama Raja, in strength resembling a 
lion. 

Having assembled a numerous army, he took possession of the 
throne ; and having subjected Fairy Dcvanyni, his fame became spread 
throughout the three worlds. 

Thi3 prince, of high descent, governing with all the virtues required 
of a good king, rendered his people most happy. 

Having made his own the goddess of victory, she became his· standard 
bearer. 

Of this Paramar race,• of Sri Vikrama's family, Sri Kumarapala 
Raja arose, a mighty hero. 

He was :i most renowned warriO!', he was a king terrific and formid
able, as the waves of the ocean. 

The descent of Sri Kumarapala is now to be· described. 
The C~alukya race is most famous; and in it have arisen Rajas, ge• 

neration after generation, forming a lofty tree of virtue; Rajas who 
caused, like Rudra, the forms of religion and the ways of justice to be 
observed; inasmuch as they showered favors on their people, as clouds 
by rain fertilize the earth. 

Of this family arose a king of high renown, a great hero, named Galla 
Raja, who caused to be built the Hall of the Temple of Someshwara, 
and a famous sacrifice called Meghadwana was performed by his orders. 

His son was Lalak.bia, whose son was Bhabhak.hia; he was a great 
warrior, and Bhima Raja was his friend. This prince Lala, when seat
ed on his throne, resembled the full moon in splendour. 

Whose son Jaya Sinha, having reigned with fame on this earth, as-

• A race of Rajputs, so named from destroying theiri!nemies, ond welt 
known lo History as the Pawars. They were e. branch of' the Chalukyas, ae 
appears from this Inscription ; out the Prince Kume.re.pala, whose ere. is 
A. D- 1174, here said to belong lo them, is styled a Cbalukya in the Sanskrio 
Jn1cription from llbu, No. XVI1l.-E1l. · 
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cended to the realms of bliss; his son Raja Sinha caused Sam vat Kuma
rapala to be placed on the throne, but he himself conducted the affairs 
-0f the state. 

The son of Kumarapa/,a was Sri Rohi11a, a great sovereign, endued 
with all virtues ; splendid as the sun, he became as Sridhara bright as 
the moon. 

The protector of the world, the mighty, the ·renowned, Raja Sri 
Bhima Bhupati, paid much attention and respect to merchants. 

Description of Sridhara Raja. 

In the generations of the Chalukya family, ·appeared this prince, as 
a gem brilliant as the moon, possessor of every valuable quality, famous 
as Sri Rama. 

Beautiful as Kamadeva, such was Sridhara RaJa; in him was .centre
ed every virtue ; by him was adoration shewn to the deities, respect.to the 
priests, a prince perfect.in truth. 

As lswara, superior to all the deities of Vaikuntha, so was he to the 
lords of this earth, exalted as Indra. 

As the cow Ka1Mttlhenu, granting the desires of all, thus liberal was 
he, exceedingly compassionate, and possessed of great humility. 

Again superior to other Rajas, as Rajahansa to other birds, his fame 
and splendour pervade thi.1 globe as the rays .of the moon. 

In Praise of Sri Somnatha. 

Who can wash away sins as the water of a torrent, who can render 
his worshippers -prosperous and successful, such a deity is Sri Somnatha. 

This Temple is unique in the three worlds, a fit spot for devotion : 
whoever has an auspicious birth meditates on this god; the virtues of this 
deity are universally known, he is pure and undefiled. 

Such i!t that Siva ! from hearing whose praise the mind becomes 
pure. He will bestow on his worshippers all good things, and will 
grant them entrance into Paradise. 

Resembling a gem, his place is central ; he of his goodness will par
don the sins of those born in the Kali age. 

His majesty and might are, as his virtues, spread throughout the 
world. May he always be predominant ! Serpents are his ornaments. 

He is lord of the universe; he is the sole asylum of mercy in the three 
worlds. 
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Description of Patt~na. 

This is a city called Devaka Pattana, poSBessiog, by favor of Siva, 
lofty manaions, magnificent temple11, nwneroua gardens, and delightful 
groves. 

Description of Sridhara. 

Aa the aea by its waves can remove mountains af sin, so Sridltara by 
his army governs Somnatka Pvri. 

There is in this city a beautiful temple of Sri Krishna ; there is also a 
minister of great prudence, who expels evil doers and the vicious. 

Thia Sridlwra, having had several invocations recited, and sacrifice& 
performed, has erected templea for the 11ake of religion, and has encircled 
them with gardens, groves and bowers. These temples resemble the 
pinnaelea of the golden Menl in 1plendour and brilliancy. Of these, 
that of SomnatAa is most wonderful ; there are cupolas of various forms, 
with a Variety of fl.ag1 ; BO that the place reaembliea the holy mountain. 

Description of the Priest of the Temple. 

The Prieat ia the most excellent of mankind, the abode of virtue, the 
compa.ssio~ MaliukWJara. 

A constant worshipper of Siva, one who possesses all the moat es
timable and requisite qualities of a priest, an unwearied performer of sacred 
rites and sacrifices. 

His mind is moat pure, alwaya engaged in the worship of Hari; he 
also pays adoration to V"uhnu. 

Whose devotion is such as to secure to him the poase13ion of whatever 
he may desire ; which will ensure him the happiness of the immortals, aa 
well as the bleasings of this life, and the comforts desired by mankind ; 
which will obtain for him whatever object he may have fixed his inclina
tion on ; which is auspicious, which grants ~all kinds of bliss. 

By the virtues of this Sri ,Somnatlia good fortune i11 procured for 
men. He is lord of the moon. 

Sridluzra Maltaraja shines torth pre-eminent in his race ; by thi11 
prince is great respect shewn to the Brahmans of this deity. 

The king pays devoted regard to this temple of Sri Somnatlia, he 
bows to the renown of Siva : this temple is the abode of saint11. It is 
inhabited by Lakshmi, by worshipping this Siva's feet, all sin is removed. 



1844.J The la.te Air. Prinsep's Correspondence. 21 

By beholding this temple even the stain of evil deeds becomes effaced ; 
pain and disease also disappear. 

In Samvat of' Sri Vikramaditya Raja, 1272, A. D. 12lb, Vama
cbhavadu 4th, being Friday, this Image was installed. 

AnT. III. - The late ... ~r. James PrinsEp's Correspondence, 
with Dr . .Alexander Burn, on the subject of Indian ·Antiqui
ties. 

The learned world at large, and the Indian public in particular, inter
ested in penetrating the gloom that overshadows the history of this coun
try, must accept with gratitude every relic of Mr. Prinsep's labours in 
Indian antiquities, which his ingenuity and genius served to adorn, and 
render more interesting to all. We have much cause for regret that he 
was not spared to complete them ; as his acquirements and indt1stry pro
mised to illumine what le811 gifted investigaton must leave untouched. 

SECRETARY OP THE SocIETY. 

To the &eretary of t'M .daiatic Society of Bombay. 

Dun Sin,-1 beg to present, to the museum of the Society, eight 
letters of the late James Prinsep to my address. 

The interest which attaches to the memory of one so deeervedly lov
ed, and esteemed, induces me to hope that they will be an acoeptable 
present: - for there are many parts of them, from which such persons 
as are desirous of prosecuting inquiry, into the languages and cuetoma of 
the ancient inhabitants of Western India, may obtain valuable hinta and 
suggestions. 

I believe that the figures on the copper plates and coins of Gujarat 
were what led him to the discovery of the ancient numerals, and in which 
much still remains to be done, for up to the ti.me of his death, or since, 
I believe nothing farther has been done than is shown by the last letter 
of this series. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
Bombay, 2d June, 1842. A. Bun1'. 

3 
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To DR. ALEXANDER BuaN, Kaira. 

Mv DEAR Sm,-1 have submitted the copies of the two Copper 
plate grants, you have been so very kind as to send me, to the inspection 
of the Asiatic Society, at the meeting of the Ist instant, and I was di
rected to express the Society's best thanks for your zealous attention to 
its interests. I then proceeded to transcribe one of the plates, but al
though much of the text is readily legible, and all the essential part, re
garding the succession of Raja~, might be put together and unravelled 
at once, it is plain that a great many passages must remain obscure, and 
a great deal of time be taken up in guessing contents, which, were the 
plates themselves here, or their exact fac-simile, would be rmdered easy 
and distinct. I thankfully therefore accept your kind offer of sending 
round the plates, if you can find a convenient opportunity and a speedy 
one; but should the engraving be deep, and the letters not filled with dirt, 
you will find it very easy to take off an exact fac-simile, fully as good as 
the plate itself for the purpose of decypherment. Thus :-prepare some 
printing ink not too liquid, daub it on with a printer's dauber all 
over the plate, moisten some paper, (China will do,) place it carefully on 
the plate and press it on with the palm of the hand; it will come off with 
the letters in white on a black gronnd. I have adopted this plan even 
for lithographing them; passing immediately the impression, thus taken, 
through the rollers with a sheet of plain paper. I get the text un-re
versed; and this is passed on to the lithographic stone in the usual way. 

I am much provoked that the Journals have not reached you regular
ly. Our opportunities by sea for Bombay are irregular, but all have 
been dispatched long since to the care of Mr. Noton; and, now that the dak 
rules admit of their going direct, I hope he has sent them on. Meantime 
I cannot refrain from sending a duplicate of the number containing the 
notice of Saurashtra coins, as I wish particularly just now to combine 
all efforts for the further elucidation of the old Sak coins, and their succe.s
sors, of which Mr. Wathen has sent me one or two very good specimens. 
Any you can add, that are at all legible, I shall be much obliged for. The 

group I am now on have reverse 'K like a man; also "'11, and then come 

the peacock reverse, the obverse containing always a head-but I must 
break off for the dak is going. 

Yours very sincerely and obliged, 
3d November, 1837. J. PRINSEP. 
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My DEAR Sm,- Your last two page~ of Coppn plate ~rant~ arc ~o 
beautifully done, that the pundit could not find half a dozen errors in my 
transcript, and he read it off immediately. He says it is in a good style, 
and has a double meaning in parts, (a fanciful way of shewing wit). I 
shall give a full account in January, and by that time I hope we shall 
make out all of the former larger plate, which is in a rather older form 
of character, and either less accurately copied, or perhaps more worn on 
the plate, so that you could not make it out so readily: with care however 
it can all be restored. The termination is quite clear, and it is this that 
makes me now write thus hastily to you. 

I have, I think, discovered a clue to the numerals of this ancient cha
racter; and I wish to get as many examples of them together, and as 
accurately copied as possible. In words your inscription gives Sam11at 

380, in figures N ~CD. The first (3) corresponds with the Cashme

rian 3 nearly, and also with the old Nagari '\ or ' • It is found on Mr. 
Wathen's plate thus ,,.. 'b, and reads I think 307-though he reads it, 
Samvat9(oftheBalabhi era). it is 307 ofthe Vikram Sam. of course, 
and this is confirmatory of the Balabhi theory ; also of the age of the al
phabet, &c. &c. The same 3 is found on the Bhilsa monument ; also a lit
tle modified on the Gumsur grant. It is in your other plate also ,., N !:I 
(probably 345 ), but 1 should much wish for a more accurate fac-simile of 
this and every other date you can give me, along with the ext:-act in words 
cf the date, year, month, &c. wherein they occur. I can then carefully 
analyze them by the time the translation is ready. 

I am overwhelmed with inscriptionary tribute from all sides! To-day a 
most curious and important inscription from Cuttack has come in, with 
a formal Bhuddist invocation .L M H I \;A,.J: namo arahantanam. 
Glory to the saints, &c. 

I can make nothing of your large medal ; the others are all old ae
quaintances. The large bricks are found in Assam!! The glass seal is 
Mahomedan of course. I have now to scrutinize General Ventura's. 
collection and never was so hard pressed. 

Let this plead my excuse for so hurried a 1·eply to your welcome let
ter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Calcuttl, December, 2d, 1837. .J. PRINSEP. 



24 Tlae litte _IJfr. Prin11ep'11 COTTespondf!flee. [OcT. 

MY DEAR S1R,-You have partly anticipated my request in sending 
me your fac-simile of the 10th November. It cont.ains another date 
written, and in numerals, and enable11 me to fix the value of the number 
9, the very symbol which 'so puzzled us in the Bhilsa inscription (B ,, 

The written di.te is ;!)Zi'~1''ff'.33(.r.12)'.~:'f~Z'zj'trj 
Samwatsara sat traga CAaturnnavatty adhiko, three hundred and nine-

ty-four; then in figures ~ Zi JjJ 11 1='1 ~ vaisakh, &c. I con

fess I should Tather have taken JB for a four, but unless there is some 

uncertainty in the copy, it mm1t remain as now read. We have just before 
another figure somewhat similar, and very like the number in Mr. Om-

manney's Baitul grant~ The pnndits find some difficulty in reading 

my transcript of this and of your first plates. Can you not send me 
impressions, t.aken like the enclosed? Ink the whole over with printer's 
ink laid on with a dauber, and then lay on a sheet of China or other paper 
moistened, as for printing. Press it on with a dauber of cotton, or with 
the palm of the hand, and you will find the whole writing left white and 
quite legible, provided always the letters are not choked up with dirt or 
verdigris, in which case they must be cleaned first, and there is some 
danger in doing this, of mist.aking the direction of the letters. The eye 
then comes into use. But in general the eye is so fallacious as not to be 
trusted. For proof, see the revision of the Allahabad inscriptions from 
the fac-simile, compared with Dr. Mill's reading. 

With repeated thanks to you for your most welcome communications, 
Believe me, yours sincerely, 

19th December, 1837. J. PRINSEP. 

MY DEAR S1R,-The communication between our part and Bom
bay is so irregular, that I can never manage to be regular with my sub
scribars in that quarter of the globe. Nevertheless I fancy all the num
bers have been sent, and I tru11t ere this your missing ones have come to 
hand-that is the later ones; the former ones and useful tables you shall 
have duplicates of. It will be better to defer sending them until the new 
dak regulation takes effect, which will enable them to travel at very mo
derate rates-3 or 4 Nos. in a bangg parcel. 

I will use your permission to draw for the amount on Remington & 
Co. I have about Hs. 800 or 900 due in the Bombay Presidency, which 
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cuts a sad hole in the bulance 1heet of the publication, but I know it wiH 
all come in some time or other. You ask me if copies of the inscription 
grants will be acr:eptabk to me. Acceptable is too ordinary a word 
for the value I put on such articles ! I have at this moment the moro 
intense .interest in them, because I have been fortunate enough to unravel 
the my3teries of the lath characte1·-no fewer than 20 sheet sample!! (fac
similes) just received from Sanchee near Bhilsa, which have proved the 
half of the whole. This ha3 followed on the heels of anotht'r discovery 
equally fortunate, viz. the reading ef all the Khatyawar or Saura11ttra 
coins with the long character. As the latter will most interest you, I 
enclose a proof of the legenda, accounts of which you will have in the 
ensuing No. It gives me 11 'kings of the Sak dynasty, all nectiHmon
archs. The first line (as a sample) runs thus--

mf:ff"flm ~~ ~flf' li'r-f~. 
There are, as you see, no vowel mar'ks. The obverset1 han Gr.A and per
haps Pehlavi, with the face of paramount Parthian sovereigns. 

My last No. was full of coins that will i.lso interest you; but you are 
in a 6.eld beyond my reach, and can pick np coins that will serve excellently 

to illustrate what we have. The ~lf ~ ~ ~ is most likely SamaAta 

Dt:rXJ? What surprises me,. is its exact resemblance to the coppers of our 
CM.ndra Gupta series. Impressions (or duplicates) of our coina of thia 

'kind, and the little Y 1J"\ f E kind with names, would be 't'aluable to me. 

Item all of the peacock device with good legends, which I hope 
to make out immediately. The middle series or~ YT Paramaraa, I am 

11ow going to look at again, but we have no very perfect ones. The 
more inscriptions of the Siladityas, &c. we publish, the better. There 
must be items of novelty and collateral intere'it in them. I have all the 
i()irnaf' fac-similes, from Mr. Wathen, to digest-alabour of months, but 
l hope it will prove productive. 

Believe me, enr yours sincerely, 
23d May, 1837. J. PRll'fHP. 

MY DEAR S1a,-I have delayed thanking you for your lut mellt 
"Welcome reply, enclosing fac-similes of numerals and of one of the~ 
p!l'I, (which latter is very aatisfactory when placed along side of JOU 
tn.Dteript, for it 1hews that you are scrupulously accma&e,-inct.ed IO true 

3. 4 
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is this, that I h:ive had little difficulty in putting the whole of the three! 
plates into modern nagari, now they are all read and translated )-but this 
is a long :nrcnthc~is. I was go:ng to £~Y that I delayed until I coulcl send 
yo'J pruof of •ny not be'n5 asll.'c·:J rPgardin.~ rl::itcs on the coins. Your~ ar
ri\·cd too Jr,te for insrrt:on; but they shail come into anofocr plate (of the 

11£" syr.:bol coins), and you w;Jl sec one very perfoct one of the same 

"' k:nd, fi,; 22. ser.t me fror.1 Ou;;-·Jin, by Lieut. C(,nolly, in perfect preser-
vation, but unf~rtui:atclJ cut off in the <lat.i "'ll:I 3JO? However I mu~t 
turn from this to a still more proli!io.: sul.>ject of i:1tere3t in which you 
can aid me. 

You know the Girnar inscription in the old character ? A re you far 
from iL, or it from you? Or do you know any one near the place who 
could endeavour to Lke afuc-$imili: on paper or cloth, p~rticularly of the 
2d paragraph on the left hanc! side. This edict of ft. soka coiltains :in 

announcement of a 1t!edical Serrice established throughout his domin
ions, as far as Ceylon, and ·even in t~e rule of Antioclms tl1e Greek's 
generals I ! I should put no faith iu such a result, had I not a dupli
cate of the ed:et, strange to say, from Cuttack ! ! There arc but one or 
two letters ,·arying in the two, and none in the name which i3 four times 
repeated. You may conceive how anxious I must be to ham a copy that 
I can look upon as authentic, for ~lr. Wilson"s, t.ho·Jgh very good, has nu
merous uncouth let.tcrs whirh 1m:st nccesoarily be guessed. The para
graph in question runs thus ( 2d le!'t hand). 

A.bA st.;.'tl). ~o.L·~..t."- ~i;:it.t:rrn ~~-~x;-~9~.;~ .i,c:r 

if1' -~-l-!: ~~~~ L AJ'~ ~ tt X D l/ X_H:(~=fJ,..J. n.~~t: J.,t, 

Et "A J..-t-A, ~ i:s_·~ r f-J. l'<f fd) +,i;: &e. 

"Every where in the dominions of Asoka, as well as am-0ng the sinless of 
other countries, as Chola, Pira, Satyaput3, Ketaliputa ( Pataliputo ), as far 
as Ceylon, and in the rule of Antioehus the Greek, & c." 

I have marked the doubtful pass:iges, hut will endt•avour to send you 
the large page copy I got from Tiombay, that ~·ou may, if pClssible, havt> 
it re-examined lettP.r by letter, if it J,e out of the question to procure an 
impression from the !:'tone its"!lf. It is 311rely well worth the trial. I ha9e 
deputed our librarian Lieut. Kittoc to Cuttack, on purpose to re-examine 
ihe Cuttack version, which is unfortunately erased i.n the names of the 
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places, beginniug only with Antiochus' name, which is perfect. No time 
for more. 

Your's very sincerely, 
3d March, 1838. J. PRINSEP. 

MY DEAR SIR,~Your zeal and enthusiasm in the matter of anti
quities far exceeds all I could have expected. To undertake a journey 
of 180 miles at this season, was so much beyond my hopes, that I wrote 
to Lieut. Postans of Bhuj, thinking to have two strings to my bow ; and 
when I found on completing my Girnar tablets that they spoke of Pto
lemy as well as Antiochus, and that the neighbouring Jun:igarh Sanskrit 
inscription spoke of Asoka's Greek Raja building a bridge over the Pa
lashini Nadi, I thought it imperative even to do more than solicit private 
aid; so I wrote to Lord Auckland to have Lieut. Postans, (or any one else 
equally zealous and dispo3able,) deputed at the public charge to take mi
nute copies of all, both inscriptions and buildings, and to survey the 
whole of this rich field of antiquities. No answer yet, but Lieut. Pos
tans says he cannot yet leave, but has written to his friend, (perhaps Capt. 
Lang,) to do the needful. 

Had I known C:ipt. Lang's name at first, I should have addressed him 
as the author of the cloth fac-similes I now poasess ; they are beautiful, 
but not perfect. To point" out where a revision is desirable would re
quire to re-copy the whole document. This will be saved by my refer
ring yon at once to the ensuing Journal, which will contain the whole Gir
nar inscription set up in type, and the notes appended will sufficiently 
point out the doubtful places; but an absolute fac-simile of the whole is 
far the easiest to take, and the most satisfactory. I give in the same 
Journal a comparative table of alphabets, which may be of some aid in 
your researches, and will add duplicate plates as well as a copy of the 
Junagarh Asoka inscription, in anticipation of my April number. The 
printer is perplexed with the nature of my materials, and cannot ket>p 
pace with my wishes at all. 

The third inscription also at Junagarh, and I believe on the same stone, 
is almost wholly illegible, and yet it ought to be the plainest, being more 
modern than the others by some centuries; it is of the time of Skanda-

gupta, whose coins have the W symbol, and is in good preservation. 

It should be c:irefully copied by hand, as well as printed in fac-simile, and 
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reference to the alphabet of the 5th century after Chriat in my table, will 
assist in making it out, or to the alphabet so called no. 2 of Allahabad. 
I write off' in a great hurry, 's you say you wait my reply. Should you be 
able to go I shall be exceedingly pleased, because your copper plate fac-
1imile~ are a promise of perfect fidelity of copy; not a letter or vowel mlrk 
has to be altered in reading these-your present one especially, whica is 
verbatim the same as one of the former, all but the date. I am only puzzled 
about the vowel i. You make (I) the short i, and Wathen the long one, 
the short one in his plate being m without the dots. In 11ome of your 
plates the vowel is written Q but never without the two dots. 

I am so engaged in these antiquarian researches, that I leave myself no 
room to speak of mulberries and silk; not that I do not fully feel the im
portance of your efforts in this way. I hope the Government has girnn 
you all the aid you want. Your account of Balahhipura makes me wish 
for a full description of the place, and whoever does go to Girnar should 
be an artist, for Dr. Wilson gives a mo~t tempting description of the sculp
ture in and about the place, and it evidently ought to be illustrated in the 
most complete manner. 

· Do not start until you have ascertained from Capt. Lang or Lieut. 
Postans what they have done. Were it the season for a trip of pleas
ure, the most agreeable way would be to meet there, and each work in his 
separate department to make a joint essay or volume. I only wish I 
could hie thither too. 

Believe me, ever yours sincerely, 
22d April, 1838. J. PRINBEP. 

MY DEAR Da. BuaN,-1 hasten to announce the safe arrival of 
the Copper plates, and of the parcel of antique coins. The former are 
in a perfect state, and will doubtless serve to remove all our difficulties of 
the pen-transcript. I will print off a fac-simile in lithography, as of the 
Bulal plate in the January number. 

The sight of the coins reminds me of your question how to clean de
cayed coppers. -Certes such as these are beyond cleaning; a hard brush, 
aometimes a metallic wire brush, answers the purpose. 

One of your coins was a date one, and very acceptable of course. I 

think there are but two figures on the ~ coins, and fear they are only 
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dates of the reign. My reading of the Junagarh inscription you will see 
in the April number; it leads to another useful link,-the Sah dynasty are 
antecedent and posterior to Asoka ! - and the name read by me Kritri
ma f., '}, V turns out to be K1hatrapa, which is the title of all the 

dynasty; in the inscription .ij~U is the proper writing, the f; 

deceived me; kri, I now know ( vide my table), should be for that date,:.!. 

The value of our coins of that group is thus enhanced and the cause of 
their Grecian obverse explained. But I can write no more. The ob
ject of this is to send the enclosed, (after perusal), through you, to Lieut. 
Postans, at Girnar; should lie, as hi~ letter to me seems to indicate, have 
started to save the monsoon. If not, act all in concert after receiving 
the hookrn from Bombay. I incline to recommend a pause until winter, 
but this is against my curiosity I confess. I have gutted some Journals to 
put Postans, or whoe,·er is deputed, in possession of materials; the re
mainder shall follow, and in a few days I hope to have the April num
ber out. 

I put in duplicates of the alphabets. The Journal must go I fear·by 
bangy under present regulations, but I take the liberty of franking it, be
ing in truth for the public service. 

I enclose specimens of my new mode of printing coins. 
On second thought, I make them into two parcels for two succes

sive dates. 
Your's very sincerely, 

9th May, 1838. J. PRINSEP. 

MY DEAR DR. BuRN,-Just too late was your last, or I had certainly 
introduced your theory of the & and other symbols, on the Buddhist 
coins, along with my plate of the Saurailitras. I shall still have a famous 
opportunity of doing so when I give a plate of all the symbol coins with old 
character legends. I like your account of the ~ much and have little 
doubt you have hit the right solution, and once in the true course we shall 
fall on all the rest. I have been questioning my pundit and find the whole 
can easily be explained by him from practices yet prevailing; as in the fire 
worship, they make the Chardwara Marhanthi ground 0. The tripun
dra r2l is also com~on to Brahmans; one would think it were the original 
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of craniological bumpism. I cannot exactly concur in your yoni theory ; 
the name ha3 too palpable reference to other matters connected with the 
lingite worship to be construed into yafJana. The fact of hospitals now 
existing so generally is curious. I mu5t hoard up all these illustrations 
against the time when I 3hall be able to put the whole into a connected 
form. 

Your silver coin is most welcome, though not as you hope a new 
name; it is Viswasah, son of Rudra Dama; the little one is a Kul.'lara 
Gupta illaliendra; you have cleaned the letters of this excellent.ly. The 
surprising thing after all is that we find such ~mall variety of names 
on our coins ; passing through several centuries we should have surely 
more that 2 Maharajas. How comes it too that we have no Siladityas? 

I have sent the No. of the Jourr:al, (which I hope you will get with this,) 
through the Secretary of the Bombay Government, to Lang or Postans at 
Gimar, as either or both may be appointed ; the former i8 most conveni
ently situated. I regret you are not of the party, as from all I hear you 
would have contributed, in geology, and botany, and other physical ways 
to the produce of the expedition. 

I shall be anxious to see what you say to my numerals; they almost 
all depend on your plates. I hope others may still turn up to give us 
the l, 2, 6, 7, in an unequivocal shape. 

Your's very sincerely, 
J. PRINSEP. 

AaT. IV.-Hamaiyaric Inscriptions, from Aden and Saba, 
tra·nslated into English : with observations on the establish
ment of the Christian faith in Arabia. By lAMES B1ao, Esq. 

The elegant d;~courses of Sir William Jones, on the various nations 
of antiquity, published in the early volumes of the Asiatic researches, 
owe their fame, more to the celebrity of his name and the universality of 
his learning, than any profoundness of investigation which they display. 
In that e:irly period of oriental research, they were calculated to excite 
curiosity, if they did not exhaust learning: and this result is no where 
01ore obvious than in his fourth discourse on the Arabs; where, relative 
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to the characters, in which the old compositions of Arabia were written, 
he remark~,-" The Koran originaily appeared in those of Cu/ah, from 
which the mo,\ern Arabian letters, with all their elegant variations, 
were derived, and which unqueHtionably had a commDu origin with the 
Hebreu• or Clw1daick; but, as to the Hamaiyaric letters, or those 
which we sec mentioned by the name of Almusnad, we are still in total 
darkness, the traveller Niebuhr h:n•ing been unfortunately prevented 
from visiting some ancient monuments in Yemen; which arc said to have 
inscriptions 0•1 them : if those lett;:rs bear a strong resemblil.nce to the 
Nagari, and if a story current in India be true, that some Hindu mer
chants heard the 8ans1irit language spoken in Arabia the h:ippy, we 
might be confirmed in our opinion, that an intercourse formerly subsisted 
bctwEen the two nations of thf' opposite coasts, but should have no reason 
to belie,·e, thr.t th€'y sprang frcm the same immediate flock." That 
which was inacceJsible to Niebultr has, through the enterprize of Offi
cers in the Indian Na,·y, and recent survc_vs of the Southern Coast of 
Anbia, been laid open to our investigation: and we can only wonder that 
a subject of such interest, connected as it i~ with the history of Arabia 
and Etltiopia, shouh: have been 50 long neglected. The profoundly learn
ed i1west.;gat.ion of Prof~ssor Gesenius, on the subject of Pluenician monu
menl.f and Pal<l!ography, "' will greatly assist those in tP.eir researches 
who m:iy be disposed to turn their attention to the o:igin of the Hamai
yaric letters ; which, consisting of consonants possf's~ing inhere!lt vowels 
expressed by characters, suprortcd on props, were called by the ancient 
Arabs Al-_llfusnad, or the propped character. 

This in the opinion of Gesenius was temotelyderived from the Plux:ni
cian letters, and had its origin among the llamaiyar Arabs of Yemen, 
giving rise to the modern Etltiopic, almost similar to the ancient character. 
It will be our endeavour to shew in another paper the peculiarities of both 
alphabets, and whence they originated, but in the mean time confine our 
observations to the translation of the present Hamaiyaric inscriptions 
submitted to notice, which have bc~n brought to light through the exer
tions of Captain Haines at Aden, and the late Dr. M:ickell of the Bombay 
Medical Service; who, while resident at Sanaa, obtained them from the 
neighbourhood of !tfa,.eh or Sab1'. The stones, on which ilos. I, 4, and 

• Scripturll' Lingull'que Phamiciw monumenla, Gui!: Gt"9cnii p. 84. 
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5, are ngrand, may be seen in the museum of the Bombay Branch of 
the Royal Asiatic Society, and were presented to the Institution by Dr. 
Smyttan : in whose possession I also inspected a gold coin, brought from 
Moreb, which was probably of the time of NaoslU!rwan, and supported 
m inscription in Zend characters. 

The first inscription, engraved on a circular polished slab of white mar
ble, found at the depth of twenty feet in digging some old ruins at A
den, was sent from thence by Captain Haines ; and is supposed by him 
to relate to the period when the Christian chiefs of Axum, or Ethiopia; 
possessed themselves of Southern Arabia :ind re-established Christianity. 
This would make the inscription as late as A. D. 521 ; while its contes:t 
appears as written when Christianity was first established in Arabia; or 
rather when Ade11 was first made the seat of a resident Bishop. Thia 
latter t-vent took place during the reign of tht> Emperor Constantiua, 
about A. D. 356, when Zafar )Li.Ji,, or Saphar, became the Archiepiscopal 
1e11t of Christianity among the Hamaiyar Arabs, and a Church and 
Biahop were established at Aden.• 

This inscription reading. - SHAKIR SHABAA ZA NABAlt BADWIY 
MAooA SHAMA BA AaADAN PAPA Ru ADEN. 

~ ~ u- IJ ~~~I .) l~ ~ (" L:. \«..o '/ .J ~ O 4il.) t_,.:. ..IL:. 
M:i.y be translated :-"He the Syrian philosopher in Abadan, Biahop 

of Cape Aden, who inscribed this in the desert, blesses th£ inatitution 
of tliefailh. 

Aden, the Arabia emporium of the Romans, was prior to the Council 
of Chalcedon,t the seat of a Christian Bishop, who was subject to the 
Metropolitan of Zo.far) Lil;; under whom also were the Bishops of Naj
ran, Hormuz, and the Island of Socotra. These Churches were sub
ject to the Jacobite Patriarch of Alexandria, until between the years A. 
D. 435 and 476, when the Neatorians, who spread themselves over South
ern Arabia, seceded from the orthodox faith, under the Archbi8hops of 
Seleucia and Persia,+ Soon after the latter date, or A. D. 535, Cos
mas lndicopleustes writes there were Nestoriaos in India, Arabia Felis:, 
and the island of Socotra, whose Bishops and clergy were ordained from 

• Biblioth12ea Orientalis Aeaemeni: vol. iii. par: 11ec11nd11 p. 719 and 784. 

t The oouncil of Chalcedon w11.1 held A. D. 450. 

t Anemaau1 ; tom. iii. pag. 7T ad pag. tro. 
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Persia. The town of Abadan, situated on the river Tigris, and distant 
from Bal1'5 about one and half a day's journey, being menti<>ned in the 
Aden inscription, would render the supposition probable, that, in place of 
having reference to the first institution of the Christian faith in Arabia, 
it bears allusion to the prop&g3tion of the Nestorian creed. In the mod
ern Persian Dictionary, Abadani, signifying a native of Abadan, is the 
name of a man ceiebrated among the Arabians, for his learning and piety; 
and offers a curio11s con6rmation of this Aden inscription, and of what 
we otherwise know from history. In the above inscription the Arabic 
_,!I..:. Shakir, or Ethiopic l'lfi'L, is written fa ; the original Hamai
yaric using sh and a indiscriminately, and having only one character 
of the letter k •P in place of two as in the more modern alphabet. Mag• 
'fa, a corruption of the Greek word MA ro ~. signifying a Persian philo-
11opher, has in the inscription the evident meaning of priest; as both Ara
bians and Ethiopians were wont to designate the priests, or presbyters of 
the Christian religion, Kahana cJIAI{, or sorcerers. Regarding these 
Major Price, in his essay on the history of Arabia, tells us, on the faith 
of the Tarikh- 'I'abary, that " the Kaltans are described as a class of 
men, found both in Arabia and Syria, professing to give information on 
things unseen; not yet in existe~ce, or to come to pass at some future 
period; to discover thefts ; to describe the circumstances of an untold 
dream, and to furnish the interpretation : in short without any kind of 
previous explanation, to give to individuals, in all occurrences of life, a sa
tisfactory reply to every inquiry. In Arabia, these soothsayers bore 
the name of Kah.ans, but the Oustasds, or masters, in this occult pro
fession, at the period under consideration, were two persons of the name 
of Shakh and Setteiah, to whom all in Arabia looked up for instruction 
in the mysteries of' the art. 

No. 1 of the inscriptions from Mareb is executed over the figure of a 
person on foot, and reads, 

s-1_,,),s.'#'~ 

BADAWY ADA1VA, 

signifying a Bedawin of tke opposite coast ; from which it would appear 
that these figures must have been taken from a Christian Church, where
in were represented the characters of the several tribes constituting the 
Ethiopic government of Azum, and under whose power the country of 

~ 
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Southern Arabia more completely fell, about the year A. D. 521; when 
the Neja1!t., or ruler of Abyssinia, named Elesbaan, conquered the Ha
maiyar Arabs of Mareb, and put to death their Jewish chief Damaan, 
otherwise called Zu-Nou:aas.• The inference we have drawn from in-
1cription No. 1 i11 supported by the evidence of inscription No. 4, which 
reads, 

.:!!..J~ ,_,..;:. .. ~ c.ilj..,.,; 

RAB ZAN BuJA SuuwA ADAWASY, 

and may be translated,-" The Lord mounted the Bojas of Showa, and 
caused them to cross the sea. The modern tribe of Beja, or the Baja
ditce, called in the Greek inscription from A.xumt Bougaei, BOYr AEI 
were a nomadic people, who inhabited the Egyptian desert, westwards of 
the Nile, and possessed the gold, silver, and emerald mines in that quar
ter. They are the ancestors of the modern Ababdi and Bisharin tribea, 
and are known in the country of Nubia, between the first and second ca
taracts of the Nile, by the name of Kanuz. Masudi, writing regarding 
them in Hej. 330, A. D. 941, says that the Hl!J"ahs occupied the tract of 
country, situated between the sea of Kulzoni and the Nile, were at enmi· 
ty with the African tribe of Nuba/1, had mines of gold aud emeralds in 
their country, were ruled by a chief of their own, and, on adopting the 
faith of Islam, intermarried with the Arab tribes of Rabiah. Their 
Chief, when Masudi visited Egypt, was Abu Merwan bin Ishak, belong
ing to the family of Rabiah, who was accompanied by three thousand 
persons of his tribe mounted on camels. This last statement of the his
torian illustrates the character in which the Bujah tribe is represented by 
No. 4, and tends to shew that they were carrier~ of merchandize, between 
Arabia and Egypt, from the earliest times. 

• See Major Price's history of Arabia, Bil>liolhec:i orientalis 4sscmani: 
Tom. Ill par: secunda. p. 503. 

t The Greek inscription of the time of Aciunn, king of the A.t0mites and 
Homerites, wa.s copied from a stone at Axum, and may be seen in Mr. Salt'• 
yoyage to AbyBBinia, p- 411- The date of lhe inscription is A. D. 356; as the 
Emperor Constnotius sent an embassy, through Theophilus the Indian, to 
the brothers Aizana and Saizana, for the purpose of persuading them lo relin
')Ui1h the doctrine. of Alhanuiua, and adopt those of the Arian Patriarch Ge
orgiu1. 
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Inscription No. 2 may be read l\IYNETY SABAAN ZABYA ZA OzA 

SABAA ZAMA1'A . ...:,._.,L..;4-1.!tJ•~lj..!i~ L..;1.:.1" ~ ~ 
and signifies-" The monastery of the Pagan Sabeans : tliis is Oza of 
Shaba destroyed. 

The Sabeans, who deril·ed their name from Shaba Nl\tl, otherwise 
spelt in Hebrew Saba N:J D 1 were sometimes called Mcndai Yahya, or 
the Christians of Saint John the Baptist, who came from Galilee and settled 
in Arabia, and Harran on the Euphrates. They gave name to a particular 
form of the Syriac alphabet calledMendaan or Sabean;• and, while Christ
ians in name they were Jews in character, following the principles and 
practices of Pagans. D' Herbelot, on the authority of lbn Kltallikkan and 
other Mahomedau authors, says that they were Syrians or Chaldeans ; 
differed from the Magi, or followers of Zoroaster, and wof3hippers of fire; 
professed a religion, composed of Jewish, Christian and Mahomedan arti
cles of faith, of which the following are the principal :-They worship one 
God, venerate the angels and stars, turn in praying towards the North 
and sometime South, read the psalms of David, but chiefly believe acer
tain book written in the Chaldaic language, and ascribed to Adam. They 
also produce certain moral compositions, of which Adam, Seth, and Enoch 
are said to be the authors, pray seven times daily, fast during the month 
preceding the vernal equinox ; hold in honor Harran, a city of Mesopota
mia, whither they are wont to go on pilgrimage; believe in Sabin the son 
of Edris, and think that he is buried under one of the pyramids of Egypt. 
Harran, or Hellenopolis, where the worship of idols prevailed, seems to 
have been one of their earliest seats, and is still held in veneration by the 
now remaining followers of the sect.t They flourished cotemporary with 
the Manicheans, and had many principles of belief in common with them . 
. <\fter the manner of the Syrians, Phcenicians, and earliest Arabs, they 
worshipped the i\foon, or Venus, as Baa/at Samiu, the Queen of hPaven, 
one of the three Arabian idols, called Lat, _Manat, and Ozza, and which 
are mentioned in the Kura11. The latter is noticed in the above Ha
maiyaric inscription under the name of Ozza- (.j'_;.aJI, which Sharistan 
and commentators on the Kuran say was an idol or tree, held sacred.t 

• See Grammatica Syriaca Joannis Da.vidis Michat:lis, p. 17. 

t See Assemanus Tom. 111 pnr. secunda p. J'.l'.!. 
t Specimen HistoriE Ar11bum Edvardi Pocockii p. !12. Assemanus vol. Jl I 

par; aecunda p. ;;e2. 
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About the end of the fourth century of the Christian era, the worship of· 
sacred trees, according to Cedrenus, became common in Egypt and the 
East; under which form Nanaa, Alitta, or Ozza of the Arabs, appears 
to have been worshipped ; and little doubt can exist that Uran•a, or Ve
nus, derived her latter sppellation from the Ethiopic Oa Oza signify
ing a tree. 

No. 3 inscription appears incomplete, and to want the right hand por
tion of its three upper lines; but, from what can be made out from its 
context, it appears to relate to the destruetion of a temple of the moon. 
The last portion of it reads, 

SABA WAHAMI WORHAKI MAGGANA ~ i.1-4 ).J ~l.J 4-
and signifies, the superditious Magi, or worshippers of the Moon of 
Saba. 

No. 5 inscription is of great interest as relating to the history of one 
of the Nest.orian Bishops, called, in the chronicles of Dionysius, Zac
chieus; who, about the year A. D. 759, was ordained by the Patriarch 
George, and set over the tribe of A rahs called Charm<I!. Below his 
image, sculptured on a piece of white marble, that was probably built into 
the wall of a Church, the following is inscribed, 

RAB SANA WARIS SHA.VA INAD ZA AUM GHAllAS SADINA BA AN• 

DAM,-MUAZZANA RAB .AUl\I ZAGH.A M.t.a, 

J l.o 1$'1j r ~ ":-' J ~("I ~I 41.:.1.> I.. u-a ll' I'° ls I.) .>l.i..:!11_,.:..!.. ;1.J t_ ":-' J 

Of which the translation is,- Th~ Lord of peace, heir of Shava, who 
hy right superintended the Church of tlie perverse remote nations. 
The ve11erated master of the people, the Saint Zag/ia. 

The people called Channa, over whom Zacchams of the above in
scription was placed, are mentioned by Pliny as people of Arabia, in the 
vicinity of the Minai; who were southwards of the Atramita, or people 
of Hazramaut ..::..-""" ~. Their chief city Charma was according to 
Assemanus •an episcopal see, subject originally to the Jaco bites, but sub
sequently. fell under t§e power of the Nestorians, and was united, under 
their Metropolitan, wl1i Basra (Bassora) and Behrain. It appears to be 
the same place as m~ntioned by others under the name of Sciarma, 
and may be identified with the modern Ras Sl1arma, or Cape Sharma, 
on the southern coast of Arabia; diatant from which, only a few hours, 
lies the Bedawin town of Dees, where the late l\fr. Hulton and Mr. Smyth 
of the Indian Navy, found, near Jahal .Aaledma, in the country of Ham· 

• Tom. Ill pn.r secunda I'· 737. 
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mam, those Hamaiyaric inscriptions, whic·h arc publi~hed in the .Journal 
of the Royal A3iatic Society.• They belong to an cady period of the 
Christian era, and were written, as appears from some of them, when the 
Romans had free intercourse with the Southern Coast of Arabia. 

One more point, in the inscription just translated, remains to be noti
ced. It is doubtful whether the name Slta1oa has here application to the 
Save of the Periplua, situated three days from Moosa and thirteen from 
Aphar, or Ju 11. Zafar, in the country of S.inaa, or whether it bC'ars re
ference to JJiareb, or Saba, the kingdom of which, Pliny tells us was 
otherwise called Save.f This la'lt is nitten ~a1·~ by Ptolemy and 
Arrian. 

In concluding our observations on the above very curious inscriptions 
from Southern Arabia, which have rcfrrence to the establishment of 
Christianity there, it will be expected that some information be given, re
lative to the origin and progres.3 of the Christian faith in these parb, 
prior to the foundation of Islamism. The inscription senl from Aden 
belongs probably to the time already fixed for its date, the middle of the 
fifth century; and the inscriptions, said to have been brought from Ma
reb, or Saba, were in all likelihood found at Znfar the ancient Metropoli
tan seat of a Bishop. 

The Hamaiyar Arab~ of Yemen, or Arabia Felix, otherwise known by 
the name of Sabeans, were in thei1· origin of Jewish descent, and of the 
same general stock as the Axumitcv of the opposite coast, more generally 
called Ethiopians. In classical history they are known by the names of 
Homerittl!, Atramitiz, and Saphoritre; the first of which appellations 
seems to have been taken from their tribe, the two latter from their coun
try. During the early ages of the Christian Church they were often 
confounded with the Indians, on account of their vicinity to the Indian 
Ocean; and while the Axumittl!, Etltiopes or Abissini, were callPd, as 
regarded their relative situation to Egypt, the nearer Indians; the Ha
maiyar Arabs were denominated the ulterior or interior Indians, who 
live beyond. In the sacred Scriptures, and by the Hebrews, both these 
families of Arab Jews are called the children of Cush, and arc thus men
tioned by Isaiah, Chap. xiv. v. 14, "the rnerchandizc of Ethiopia and 

• Vol. V. p. !JI. 

I l'liniu1 Jib: VI. Cap. XXXlll,an<l my observ11lion• on the coast of Arabia. 
Journal of the Royal Geographical l:fociety, vol. IV. 
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of the ~abcans shall come o\·er unto thee." In the age of Solomon they 
we1·e subject to the Queen of Sheba, who by general agreement was 
Queen of the South, and Mistress of Sabaia; and who by Josephus is 
calle<l " Queen of Egypt and Ethiopia," because she exercised control as 
would appear, over the Brjas, who were of Arabian origin, and possessed 
the western shore of the Ued Sea from the earliest times. Herodotus, 
lib. 7 § 70, distinguishes them into two tribes, the Asiatic and Af'rica11 ; 
the former of which were to the East, and served with the Indians in the 
army of Xerxes; the others were westward, and had crisp hair like that 
of Africans. 

The3e families of Arabs, who iuhabi.ted either coast, worshipped, ori
ginally like the Jews, one God; but soon mistaking the creature for the 
Creator, and, following the example of -0ther nations, adopted the worship 
of idola. Christianity, defaoed by many Pagan notions, was introduced 
among them., at a very early period -0f our era, and some are disposed to 
think that the Magi, who came to worship Christ at his birth, were Arabs 
from the land of Saba, asserting that what was prefigured, by the Queen 
of Sheba bringing gifts to Solom@n, the type of Christ's coming, was ful
filled in the persons of the Magi, who under the guidance of the star, 
came to inquire after a king of Israel, whom they happily found. 

The light of the gospel was originally brought into Arabia, as some 
think, by these evengelical Magi; and was further diffused by the Apostle 
Paul, who went not to Jerusalem, where were Apostles before him, but 
departed for Arabia, and after three years returned to Damascus.• Other 
.Apostles, who evangelized Arabia, were Mattliew, Bartholomew, Thomas, 
Mathias, Timon the deaoon, Adams, and Mares. Timon was one of the 
seven deacon-; of the Church of Bostra, in the Hauran, which was thee
piscopal 3eat of Christianit.y in Arabia, or rather Syria, until after the 
Nicaian Council, A. D. 325, when Petra in Desert Arabia was made the 
seat of a Bishop. Soon after this period the Axumit<E, during the reign 
of the Emperor Constantine A. D. 327 were converted to the Christian 
faith t by Frumentius ; and the Ha111aiyar Arab.~, or Honrerit<E, who 
were of the same stock and had received the Christian religion from Saint 
Bartholomew, adopted the Arian faith, A. D. 354, under the instruc-

• See E11islle lo the G11lalians Chap. I r. 17. 

I ::iocralc• Eccl. Hist. li!J. I cap. l!J. 
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tions of Theophilw the Indian wonk and Bishop, who ·was aent by the 
Emperor Constantius to make a treaty wit!i the Hamaiyar Arabs, and ob
tain permission for the erertion of Churches to accommodate the con
verted A rah Christians and Roman navigators of the same faith, who 
frequented the Arabian shores.• 

Baronius, who quotes from Nicephorus contends that Adiahene on the 
Euphrates was the country of the Arabian Bishop Theophilus; while 
others have endeavoured to shew that he WBB a no.tive of the island of 
Deo, on the coast of Khatiaw1ir, who having brought over the -Arabs 
from the errors of the Gentiles, went into Aria, or Kltorasan, where he 
built three churches. Philostorgiu3 asserts that, ho.ving completed his 
mission among the Homerita, he sailed from the island of Deo, his na
tive country, and visited other quarters of India; where, finding Christ
ians following a wrong faith, he -set them right ; and then returning from 
India to Arabia, and Ethiopia, he joined the Roman merchants trading to 
these parts, and departed for Constantinople, where he was received with 
much honor by the Emperor. Regarding the Homerita at this time the 
reader Tlieodortta observes, " lmmireni, gens est Persis aubjecta, lld ex
tremos noti fines habitans. Et ab initio quidem Judei fuerant, jam inde 
a Regina Austri, quie ad Solomonem olim venit. Postea Gentiles facti 
aunt. Anastasii vero temporibus Cbristianam religionem amplexi aunt, 
et Episcopum acceperunt."t Philostorgius corrects Tbeodorus by sub
stituting the name of the Emperor Constantius in place of Anaataai'"; 
in which he is right, unleBB it be admitted that the pasaage from Theodo
rus bas reference not to the conversion of the Arabs under Constantius, 
hut to the more complete one under the Emperor .Tuatin, A. D. 525 ; 
when the Nejash of Ethiopia, Elesbaari, conquered the Hamaiyar Arah1. 
Considerable obscurity regarding the transactions of these two several 
periods exists in the history both of Arabia and Ethiopia. 

Previous to this period, however it is evident from the Syriac annals 
of the Nestoriane, and the Aden im1cription, that the people of Southern 
Arabia, between the years A. D. 435 and 496, had seceded from the 
Christian creed of the Patriarch of Alexandria, and joined the Nestori
ane of Abadan. It also appears from the testimony of Co1ma1 Indi-

• See Assemanns tom. Jll pu. secunda p. 599, where Nicephoru• i1 quoted 
on the faith of Baronins. 

t Theodoru1 Lib. II par. 567; and A1seman11• tern. 111 part •ecunda p. 600. 

!. • 
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eopleu1tes, A. D. 535, already noticed, that the churches of Southern 
Arabia were under the NestOl'ian Archbishop of Seleucia, in Persia: 
and that, long after the propagation of the Mahomedan creed, Christian
ity had not become extinct in Southern Arabia. lnsn1ption No. 5 and 
the Neatorian Church histories bear evidence that Zacch«!us W'lS presid
ing there in A· D. 759. The whole of this hitherto unexplored regi
on is full of interest to the Christian and Historian : and we sincerely 
hope that some of the officers of the Indian Navy may ere long, find op
portunities of plmetrating to Mareh, and laying open to the eyes of the 
European \\Oorld, the yet undiscovered treasures of Saha. 

ART. V.-Geological Observations on the composition of the 
hill.t and alluvfol s<>il, frem lf.11drabad in Sindh, to the 
mouth <!I the river Indus. By H. J .. C.utTER, Esq., of the 
Bombay Jtleclical Service. 

On descending the river Indus from II ydrabad, it will be observed, 
that this town stands on the northernm6st extremity of a small r:mge of 
hills, which extend about twelve miles along the left bank of the river, 
rising from fifty to- sixty feet above the lernl of the surrounding plain. 
They are characterized by their light colonr, their sterile aspect, and 
their isolated position in the alluvial plain of the Indus, being sepa
rated, for a long distance, from the lower hills of the Hala range, which. 
are on the opposite side of the river, and having no other high land visi
ble from them in any other direction. In their form, there is nothing 
particular, excepting that they terminate above in a level plain, covered' 
with loose atones, the petrified portions of a former superposed stratum, 
and their base having been washed at different periods by the waters of 
the Indus, may partly account for its irregularities. 

They are composed of a cretaceous, marly deposit, interstratified with 
a aemi-crystalline, fawn-coloured limll'stone. Towards their summit th!'" 
marly deposit is white and cretaceous, and the limestone in horizontal 
strata of irregular nodules, abounding in marine fossils, but towards 
their b.ise the limC'stone strata becomf' thicker, and the marly deposit 
more plastic and yellow. ' 

'fhe structure of the limcston<' is iremi-rrystallinP, of a fawa colour, and 
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an uneven f.-acturE', or more or less filled with cavities, form<!d of the 
moulds antl impressions of marine shells. 

Though these hills abound every where in marine fossils, yet the fos
sils themselves are almost entirely composed of the internal casts of the 
shells they represent, the carbonate of lime being replaced by the mass in 
which they are imbedded. Of the most common that are found among 
the loose stones on the summit an<i sides of these hills, are specimens of 
large crustaccous animals, cephalopoda, univah·e arnl bivalve shells. In 
the collection preoented to the Society, will be found the claw of a large 
crustaceous animal. Two specimens of Nautilus, and se,•eral univalve 
antl bivalve shells, of which the most characteristic and most commonly 
met with, are represented in the accompanying plates. Independer.tly, 
however, of these, there is a small ovoid fossil, formed of concentric lay
ers, not unlike a grain of barley, both in size and shape, but rounded at 
e1ch extremity, and grooved and ridged longitudinally, with the appearan:e 
of transverse lines across the ridges. On account of this little fossil 
being found in great abundance throughout these hills, it may be considered 
as particularly characteristic of their formation. It will also be found 
delineated in the accompanying plate. 

Having left the range of hills just described, the river passes for some 
distance through its own alluvial plain, unbounded by any rising ground 
on either side, until it approaches Jerruk, when a number of irregularly 
scattered hills make their appearance on both sides of the river, some of 
which are conical and stand isolated in the plain, while others border on 
the margin of the river. They are of a deep ochre colour, horizontally 
stratified, and almost entirely composed of the fossilized remains of minute 
polythalamous shells. About half way between their base and summit, 
is a sandy stratum in which a small Gryphaa is found, resembling G. 
virgula, characterizing some of the upper Oolite formation in Franc!'. 
It differs from G. virgula, however, in being less elongated, less curv
ed laterally, smoother externally, and more deeply carinated. * This shell 
appeared lo be of much more recent date than the other organic remains, of 
which the rock is composed, both from its general appearance, and from 
not having partaken of the colour of the mass in which it was found im-

• The specimens of this 1hell were too much injured on arriving at Bomba7 
to o.dmit of being delineated. 
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bedded. At the base of these bills many veins of gypsum present them
selves, irregularly traversing the rock, about an inch and a half in thick
ness. Specimen3 of the rock will be found in the collection presented to 
the Society, and some of the polythalamow1 shells, of which it is compos
ed, are delineated in the accompanying plate. 

After passing these hills, which extend along the right bank of the 
river for a few miles, the Indus winds its course through an alluvial. plain 
of great extent, until it arrives at its exit, where its banks terminate in 
the low marshy land of that district. 

Composition of the alluvial soil of Sindh in the neighbourhood of Hy
drabad. 

The alluvial soil in the neighbourhood of Hydrabad, is chie8y com
posed of a marly deposit, corresponding, in colour, composition and plastic 
property, with that of the adjacent bills; added to this there is a consider
able quantity of mica mixed with it, and its dark stone colour is owing 
to the presence of an oxide of iron, uid probably some carbonaceous mat
ter. When exposed to the oxidizing ft.ame of the blow-pipe, it becomes 
red, (thence the colour of the bricks of which the fort of Hydrabad is 
partly built), but on being mixed with charcoal and reduced, the marly 
portion becomes white, and the dark particles that remain, are attracted. 
by the magnet. 

Throughout the hills and the alluvial deposit for many miles round Hy
drabad, there does not appear to be a single grain of quartz, although at 
Omerkote there is an admixture of chalcedony and. agate in miliary grains 
to such an extent that it forms more than one-third of the soil. 

In addition to the foSBils in the hills round Hydrabad, there is a 
quantity of brown Hematite srattered over their surface, and it will be 
ob11erved from one of the foBBil shells in the collection presented to the 
Society, that this is originally formed in the centre of the fossils them
aelve11. 

INDEX TO PLATES VII. AND VIII. 

Fm I. Lateral view of the internal cast of a Nautilus 12i incheR in 
its longest diameter. 

a. Front view of the 11ame specimen. 
b. Section to shew the position of the syphon. 
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F10 2. Lateral view of another specimen with round keel, 3 inches 
in its longest diameter. 

a. Section to shew the position of the syphon. 
Fws. 3, 4, 5. Internal casts of univalve shells. 
Fws. 6, 7, 8. Internal casts of bivalve shells. 
FIGS. 9, IO, 12. Specimens of multilocular fossila, characteristic of 

the hills nbout Jerruk. 
FIG 9. Specimen natural size. a Superficial view. h Section both 

magnified. 
Fig. 10 Specimeq natural size. a Superficial view. h Lateral 

view magnified. 
Fig. 12 Specimen natural size. a Horizontal section. h Vertical 

section magnified. 
FIG 11. Natural size of :a fossil characterizing the hills in the neigh-

bourhGod of Hydrabad. a External view. h Section magnified. 

AaT. Vl.-Some desultory Observations on that cla~s of ~lon
uments, still extant in Scotland, called Runic Stones, sup
posed to belong to an age anterior to the date of the earliest 
writings treating of Scottish history; uith a catalogue of 
some of the most remarkable of the Stones now extant. 
By GEo. Bu1sT, LL. D. 

(1'h• following paper was drawn up many years ogo, but permitted to fall aside. It 
was laid before the Society as connected with oriental antiquities, with a view to its remain
lug for rel'erence In their archives, but without any idea of it• bein1 printed in their transac-
1iun1. II ls now by desirelof the Society published as preaented : the want of books of reftr
ence and the numerous avocations of the writer depriving him of the power of removing its im. 
perfection• by correcting or reCBBting it as be could have wi1bed.) 

RUNIC STONES.- A. designation promiscuously applied to two very dif
ferent and dissimilar classes of relics, the origin of one of which is probably 
attended with as much mystery and interest, as any thing which h!l.s occu
pied the attention of the antiquary. We shall reserve the consideration of 
the first of these, till after we have shortly noticed that class of monuments, 
entitled to the designation of true Runic remains, these beingdistinctliattri· 
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butib\e to a Danish origin. Olaus Wormius, a learned Daul', in a work 
entitled "Danicorum Monumenta," London 1643:-and Kysler, in a work 
entitled " Antiquitates Septemtrionales," publisheq in Hanover in 1720, 
fully treat of the real monuments of Denmark, and give us representations 
of those in innumerable illustrations. They generally consist of very massy 
and large blocks of stone hewn into the focm of crosse3, or on which a cross, 
and in this case generally the Maltese cross, is sculptured. Besides these, 
strange and fantastic groups of men and of animals, with many monstrous 
representations of incongruous creatures, are presented us. The serpent 
is a prevailing emblem, while the human figures ar~ often provided with the 
heads and feet of animals, or the wing3 ofbirds. The Centaur, as delineated 
in claasic sculpture, is not unusual, and the most singular and intricate in
terweavings of unintelligible tracery characterize the whole. These mon
uments seem to abound in Denmark and Norway; they are usually inscrib
ed with Danish or Icelandic characters, the legends merely intimating that 
they were erected by such a pP.roon in honour of some friend or relative. A 
good specimen of this class of stones, was some years ago sent from Sweden 
for the use of the Scottish Antiquarian Society, and is now placed on 
the castle hill of Edinburgh. The scroll in this case, as in many other 
similar ones, is formed by the waving grooves which define the outline of 
the serpent. Another class of true Rnnic monuments with inscriptions, 
is found in the Isle of Man and in other places in Britain. A collection 
of very beautiful and apparently accurate drawings of these, by Mr. Os
wald, was published in the Transactions of the Antiquarian Society of 
Scotland, for 1822. In many points, they greatly re3emble the crosses 
about to be described in the latter part of this paper. The form of the 
cross itself is the same, and many of its concomitant ornaments are sim
ilar, as are the monstrous representations of men and of animals with which 
they both abound. But the Manx crosses are all inscribed with characters 
closely allied to the modern Icelandic, not one of which is ever to be found 
on the other class of relics; and the singular, symbolical characters, as well 
as the picture writing with which the latter often abound, and by which 
they may at all times be distinguished, are wholly wanting in the former. 
They are ascribed to the middle of the 10th century. The celebrated 
Ruthwell stone is worthy of a separate notice, though it probably belongs 
to the same class as those of the Isle of Man. It has been minutely de
scribed by the Rev. Dr. Duncan of Ruthwell, both in the Antiquarian Tran-
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sactions, and the new Statistical Account (No. ITI, 1833). lt seems to 
have been an erection of different periods, and by different hands. It is 
now in the form of a cross. Ilcsides the decorations, images, and em
blems which adorn it, it is covered at the borders round the compartments, 
in which they are contained, with inscriptions, partly in Latin and conaist
ing of scraps from the Vulgate version of the New Test~.ment, so that the 
whole of them can be easily made out, despite of mutilation. The chi.racters 
are partly of Runic, differing, however, widely from the Norse or Ice
landic used by Danes, and nearly identical \\ith that of the Exeter manu
script noticed by Hicks, in his Thesaurus, and generally admitted, as that 
commonly characterized as Anglo Saxon. This monument, though form
erly neglected, is now very carefully preserved. It was first ligured and 
described by Gordon (Iter Septemtrionale, p. 160: London 1726); who 
alludes to the singularity of the two varieties of inscription, and it was 
subsequently noticed by Pennant, Chalmers, and Hicks. Uepp ultimately 
was able to make out and decypher the Runic portion of the inscription. 

The class of monuments to the description of which we propose addres
sing ourselves, is widely different from the above; with which however, 
they have been mostly heretofore confounded. They are confined to one o.· 
two localities only; in these they are abundant, and may be yet found 
to throw light on the dark and mysterious portions of the annals of thee<J 
countries, which doubtless enacted a distinguished part in the early 
epochs of incipient civilization, but the written records of whose 
history have utterly perished. Of the monuments of which we speak, 
there are probably not fewer than two hundred now extant in Scotland ; 
and at no very distant period perhaps twice this number existed; there 
arc at least twenty or thirty in Ireland; but there docs not appear 
to be one in England, in Wales, or in any other part of Europe 
besides. In this mysterious feature of their history they agrrc with the 
celebrated round towers, of which there are two in Scotland, sixty one 
h Ireland, and so far as appears (notwithstandirg the assertions of ()'Bri
an, on both subjects to the contrary) not one in any other known portion 
of the Globe. In infinitely the greater number of cases, the~e monuments 
consist of large upright blocks of stone from 3 to 25 feet in height; (the 
only example of the latter stupendous dimensions being Sueno's pillar 
near Forres,) covered with rich and elaborate carvings, and in most c~!ses, 
hrsides these, representing in low relief a cross of Calv<iry or being- them·· 
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se1ves cruciform. There are, however, numerous ca11es wherein the 
stone is impressed with a few rude but characteristic symbols without sym
metrical or intelligible sculpture; and a number, smaller still, where a 
richly sculptured sarcophagus, which those of Egypt scarcely rival, takes 
the place of the symboled monolith. In early ages, when written cha
r:i.cters were little known and still less resorted to for ordinary purposes, 
the simple and natural practice of pictorially representing notable events, 
formed a convenient and universally intelligible substitute, for writing; be
cause it appealed to a power of discerning the connection betwixt an action 
or series of actions, and their detailed similitudes possessed and exercised 
by all. This was the natural source of picture-writing, and a parallel case 
seems to have brnught language itself into existence. It was the prac
tice in early times, to detail oo the monument of a warrior, the leading 
characteristics of his life, and hence, most probably, the source .of those 
richly and elaborately detailed scenes represented on most of· the monu
ments under consideration, and which in all probability, were, while under
stood, pictorial biographies of those for whose sake they were erected. It 
must at once be admitted, however, that very many of these carvings receive 
no elucidation from this view of the matter, ar.d that the exotic or mon
strous animal forms, and the mystic combinations of these which we ob
serve, (amongst which, however, some system manifestly prevails,) are 
in the present state of our information, totally inexplicable. The 
fact of the abundance of tropical animals, as the lion an.d tht1 monkey, so 
conspicuously detailed on the St. Andrew's Sarcophagus, and to be found 
<>n many other stones besides; of the elephant on Sueno's pillar, and ap
parently in a disguised form on a va~t proportion of other monuments,
.and represented according to.O'Brian not.on the crosses al<>ne, but some of 
the round to.wers, (as that .of Brechin for in:;tance which has been well 
noticed in the pictorial history of England,) is beyond measure singular. 

The existence of purely dassical sculpture amongst the ornaments, 
and of elassie monsters, as in the A berlemno Centaur; and of 
symbols so strikingly Egyptian as that of Essie cross, is aoother 
feature of extraordinary mystery. The most characteristic figures 
of these stont:s, however, are those of a set of monstrous looking crea
tures, such as the lizard-like animal, on the St. Medoes cross ( vide 
Fig.) the interwoven serpents with two, or a multitude of heads, and occa
-sionally complicated limbs; and which are always systematically intertwined 
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with each other, like the warp and woof of a web (of which the corner 
stone of the St. Andrew's coffin furnishes an example) ;-the !ong eared, 
long billed, cockatrice-looking creature; and above all, ana nimal probably 
meant to be ~ representat.ion of an Elephant, though it would be difficult 
from its distortions, to point out to what class of actual living creatures 
it was meant to be considered allied. In fact, whenever the simple em
blematical picture is departed from, the whole remaining animal images on 
these stones are invariably monstrous. It is singular that the purely 
symbolical figures are specially alluded to by Bocthius, and ha\•e scarcely 
ever been noticed by any subsequent author "Boethius, is willing"' ( ~ays 
Pennant) "that these engraven pillars should be supposed to have been 
copied from the Egyptians, and that the figures are hieroglyphic or expres
sive of meaning, as those found in the cases of mummies and sculptured 
obelisks of Egypt. The historian's vanity in supposing 11is countrymen 
to have been descended from that ancient nation i3 destitute of all autho
rity, but his conjecture that the figures we so frequently see on the co
lumns of this country, had their signification, and were the records of an 
unlettered age, is so reasonable as to be readily admitted." In this case 
the acute and observant traveller's censure is much more liable to criticism, 
a:1 we shall afterwards more fully see, than the hypothesis of the able, but 
unfortunately unauthentic historian. 

The symbolical figures, by one or more of which nearly the whole of the 
monuments under consideration are characterized, and the few which want 
them may be readily identified by their style of carving, are lst a zigzag, 
ornamented at both ends with sceptre heads. Fig. I st-Pairs of circles of 

Fig. I Fig, 1 
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Fig. 2 Fig. :? Fig. 2 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 5 

equal size fig. 2, joined together with parallel bars, and frequently divided 
by the zigzag fig. I, or of unequal sizes, and joined by a single perpendi
cular bar, as fig. 3. A lunette divided by a something like a broken sceptre 
fig. 4. There are besides these other mysterious figures very general
ly found to prevail, but which are not so universal or uniform as to be
come characteristic. It does not appear, so far as the various published 
representations of the Irish crosses inform us, that amongst them these 
symbols are found. No explanation worthy of a moment's notice ever 
seems to have been thought of by any writer on this subject; and it is 
not meant that any should in the present want of information be here at
tempted to be given. It is a singular fact that at a place called Norries 
Law near Largo, in Fife, there was found (in 1819) a splendid suit of sil
ver scale armour: of which about l~O ounces went to the melting pot of 
the silversmith. The helmet was barred and morrioned, and was quite 
entire:-the shield was triangular, about 10 inches by 14, and covered with 
mysterious C'mhlems. All that now remains of these singular relics, arc 
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the supposed armlets or collars, the scale or broache~, a bodkin, and 
finger ring represented below. Of these, a bodkin and a scale or clasp 
contain a most distinct and minute engraving of figures I and 2 of the 
llunic stones ! What arc we to make of this? Silver armour could at no 
time be employed as an available defence, and must have only been used 
on occasions of state. We have no reason to believe that within the 
period of authentic Scottish history, the abundance of the precious metals, 
or the tastes of our ancestors, were such as to lead us to look, under any 
circumstances, for vestures so expensive. Were the habits of those of an 
earlier :ige more luxurious? Nothing can be more gorgeous than the attire 
of some of the figures on the St. Andrew's coffin. Does the occurrence 
of the symbol on the Largo armour, warrant us in assigning it to a period 
co-eval with the crosses ? Or may it have been a copy of a symbol, whose 
revered mysticism remained throughout later ages ? To none of these 
questions will the cautious antiquary venture to give a confident reply. 
This much we know, that on this class of monuments, and on the Largo 
armour, alone have the symbols I and 2 ever been known to be 
found. The excellence of the work of the bodkin and finger ring 
ccmld not be surpassed in execution by any modern silversmith. At the 
time the present paper was drawn up, the writer had never Bet>n the com
mon silver collar worn by the natives of India: a representation of one of 
these is here also given; it correspouds, in form so exactly with the po1·
tious I and 2 of the armour as to leave no doubt on his ruind as to the 
identity of their uses. The only difference betwixt them is, the one opens 
before. the other behind; it is not at all unlikely .that .t.hls may arise 
fh1m alterations afterward~ made on it. 
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TI1e symbol represented in figure 4, is perhaps still more frequent in its 
occurrence than the prccedi11g. It bears a singular re~emblancc to the 
mysterious relics so often found in I re land, of which the following figures 
are given by O'Brien, who dcscril)('S it as an emblem of the sacred ships of 
the Buddhist worship.• "These semicircular implements, Led witch( quoted 
by O'Brien) acknowledges to have created more trouble to antiquarian~. 
in determining their use, than all the other antiquities put together." 

The cruss however is of all the characteristics1 far the n1o•t uniform
ly present; ana is indeed wanting in only a very small pmportion of them. 
O'Brien points out that this is !Jy ::?~means a purely Christian emblem; 
but has been generally and extensively employed in the East, either be
fore the incarnation, or where Christianity was unknown. It is certainly 
a remarkable fact, that in no case we have ever seen or heard of, is a cru
cifixion detailed on any of these monuments, at the same time the crollS is 
so uniformly and distinctly of the form of that called, the cross of Calvary, 
that we have no doubt of its being Christian.f It is generally ~urrounded 
by an ornamented circlet or halo; its sh!lft and transepts are covered with 
minute and elaborate carving, while some special enrichment commonly 
adorns the point of the intersection, 01· the extremities of the arms. It 
stands in relief from !- an inch to 3 inches according to the character of 
the stone. In these cases where the whole stone is cut cruciform-wise, as 
is frequently the case in Scotland, and still more so in Ireland, the gene
ral character and ornaments arc the same as in the stones where reliefs are 
represented. The general character of the ornamental car\'ing i~ so pe
culiarly marked or distinguishc1l, that when any or all of the emblcmatical 
characteristics, abo•·e rcforre1l to, are awanting, it is quite adequate to in
dicate the class to which the stone belongs. The fret work represented 
on the shaft of the St. Madoe's cross is the most frequent variety 
of enrichment. Next to this in abundance, and before it in ch'.lracter
isticne~s, are the reticulated entanglements often oc<"urring hy themselves, 
and into which the convolutions of st•rpcnts, the tails of animals or other 

• Th~ figurrs rcforre>d to han, Ly ll mistake bl'en placed in a preceJi11g 
pn,;e. 

I SincP llw abn\r(' was writl~11, I have sr.c11 in the Brili~::d1 lllUSl'Ulll llu.· 
V<'Slllrr o( a ('optic pri'·~l tiJl wlii1·h lht• cro~S of f"al\•ary it1 pai11lt•d prt•t·i~f·ly 

as repn·~w11h·tl ou tlu• cro~s :o1to11l•:.i. IL::; weau·r, ntt hnH l1t·t·n AlliCrrtni11t·cl fro1u. 

eontc11111orary Eg~·ptian rd1c•,111t1sl hnn• tluurioh<·<l nbuut lhl' si:i:th C<'lllur}' lw 
t~,rt!' uur t•r:i. 



Ob1ervatiOJ11 on the Runic 8t0fles. 

flexible delineations, arc invariably interwoven. It will be observed, (and 

the end panneh of the St. Andrew's stone coffin afford an excellent illus
tration of the fact,) that however absurd the effect produced may he, that 

they are alw:\ys interlaced like ozicrs in basket work, or the warp and woof 

in a web; the upper and lower mandibles of a bill being made to bend al

ternate-wise at the sculptor's pleasure, so as to conform to the rule, 

however unnatural it may look for the figure represented, or inconvenient it 

might be for the animal if alive. The style of the carving, thus minute and 

elaborate, is remarkably indicative of an extremely early and rude state 
of society. So far as the intellectual part of the artistship is concerned, 

there seems to have been no adequate draught or plan of the sculpture 

previously prepared. It is manifest that one portion of the figure had 

often been cut out without any due consideration of the room required for 
the remainder, or the position or proportion to be assigned to it ; and the 

consequence is, that while a head, for example, is represented of an exag

gerated size or shape, the body or limbs are .huddled together in what

ever extent of space happened to be left for them uninvaded by previ

ous carving. To this, however, the cross, which is always drawn wiil1 

remarkable symmetry and precision, is an exception ; as also, but in a less 

degree, are the leading emblems :-the picture department, which, from 
this, we may suppose was considered the least important. suffering chiefly 

from distortion. Connected with this, is the remarkable fact, that the 

blocks or slabs, from which these monuments were made, sPem very rarely 

to have undergone such a preliminary process of preparation, as would, 

in more refined times, be reckoned essential for the most ordinary pit.Tc 

of hewn work, much more for ornamental sculpture. The stones rest·m

hle, as nearly as may be, well-formed blocks, carved just as taken from the 

quarry. Where" wants," or iregularities occur, they are rarely squared off 

or cut away, but the outline of the carving is made to accommodate itself. 

to the irregularities of the stone. The St. Andrew's coffin, 3o often referred 
to, affords in another way a remarkable illustration of the same class of· 

facts. Though very elaborately carved, and most likely an object of' 

i:rreat veneration, no provision wh:itcver has been made for joiuting, ce

menting, or batting together the pieces of which it i; composed: tht·y, Oil· 

the other h:md, arc furnished with rude, but otrong dungated kunons. 

lo be inserted doubtless in the floor or pedestal u11 whirlr it ~tou.I. It. 

mu,;t lie added that a style of ornament sonwwhat tiimilar lo tliis, aud ('I'll· 
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bably imperfectly copied from it by later sculptora, prevails on monu
ments of a different class and more recent date. Of these Olaus Wormi
us, K ysler and Saxo (edition by Stephanus) furnish us with examples of 
the true Scandinavian stones; while the stone of lamentation and crosses 
of Iona and Oronsay, as represented by ·Pennant, and whose antiquity 
does not probably exceed 400 years, contains a similar style of carving. 
On three of these stones only have inscriptions in written characters 
been traced; none of them h:ive ever been interpreted. The characters 
are all different from each other, belonging apparently to dissimilar al
phabets. Of two of these Mr. Stewart says,-" The inscription of the 
Newton stone, Aberdeenshire, has already been submitted to several emi
nent antiquarians, none of whom have been able to decypher or explain 
it. The late General Vallancey, the celebrated Irish antiquary, pretend
ed to have read the two words Gylf-Gomarra, but professed to be un
able to proceed further. On the Fordoun stone is found what appears 
to be alphabetical writing, but so entirely defaced, that not a single letter 
is now distinctly l.igible." It seems doubtful whether the Newton stone 
belongs to the class 9f monuments under discussion, and the inscription 
on that of F-0rdoun, which is otherwise extremely well marked, seems to 
have been engraven afur tke sculpture of tltc stone itself, part of which 
arpears to have been hewn off to make way for it. It is very doubtful, 
indeed, whether any authentic case exists, of an alphabetical inscription on 
any of these monuments. That on the St. Vigean's cross has most 
the look of authenticity. The lrtters seem a combination from the old 
Irish and Anglo-Saxon alphabets as represented by Fosbrook (Ency
clopedia of Antiquities) and O'Brien (Irish Dictionary). It may, how
ever, have been an after-thought and no part of the original sculpture. 
The number of these crosses believed to exist in Scotland at present, is 
about 200; and when we consider, that for a period of about 600 years, 
thry hu,·e ceased to be ohjecb of re\"C'rence; and had a protracted war of 
destruction wag-ed again~t thC'm, which thC'ir solidity, compactness, and 
general fitness for building materiab greatly encouraged; that in our owu 
day, with all our boasted rclincmt•ut and love of archmological research, 
dozens of them ;;re perishing· u11hccde1l bcfon• our eyes; we probably do 

not greatly exceed, whcu we ~ay, th.1t perhaps uot lt•ss than thrice this 
1111mbc1· cxi:;lc11. wlll'll th1· full l'I'\ en•ut·c whid1 otca,.io11c1l their crectiou 
w11~ aec·oril1•1l t hl'm. 
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The following imperfPct cat.aloguc of tho~e WP have S!'C'n or i111p1ir
ed after, may help to guide the student, as to authoritiPs aml ~11hj1·et~ of 
examination, and may by calling to it. th!' attention of tlw pulilic, help to 
stay the progress of dilapidatio11 to which this class of our C'arlicst and most 
mysterious antiquities are at present being exposed. The works chiefly 
reforrcd to, are the ltincrarium Srptentrionalc, by A lcxalllkr Gonion, 
A. M., Edition, 172(i. Remarkable Huins and Homantic Prospects :it"]\'. 

Britain, &c., by the Rev. Charles Cordincr, flanff, 2 rnls., 1788. ]'enn
ant's Tour, 1790. Observations on several monumental st.one~ in ]\' ort h 
Britain, by J. Logan; F. 8. A., Edin., with 14 engravings, Lonilon 
Arch;rologia, 1827. The illustrations of this paper seem carefully allfl 
correctly drawn and engra\·cn. ,\ n uccount of some sculptured pil
lars, &c., by John Stewart, of ]nchercek hill, Gr. Prof. Abcrdrc·n: 
Trar.s. Scoth Antiq. Soc. Vol. 2, ~'\. c. & c.; and the unpublished collec
tion in the possession of the present writer, who has been for years en
gaged in endeavouring to elicit information, by comparing with each 
other carefully drawn representations of these monuments-information 
concerning which is still a desideratum in archreology. 

The engravings of Gordon are, as specimen~ of art, extremely rude 
and defective, but tolerably correct so far as they go. Cordiner's are de
faced with the abomination of affected ornaments to an extent which 
makes them utierly worthless as references. Pennant's arc occasionally 
good: they seem to have been taken by his servant, without the s•1p{!r
intendcnce of the traveller himself, and are occasionally quite unworthy 
of trust. The drawings of Logan and others in the Archa·ological and 
Scottish Antiquarian Transactions, seem faultless; as :ilso arc those in 
the new Statistical Account. To save space in rc!erPnces, the n:imc of 
the author alone is given in the subjoined list. 

AnERLEMNO, FonFARSHIRE:- d.escribed by Bocthius and Buch:m
an, figured by Gordon, Cordiner and Penn:int, and in unpublished col
lection. The stone is in good preservation. It is situated at the west 

end of the parish church, apparently deeply immersed in the ground :
Described by Stewart. 

AnERNETlllE, PERTllSHIRE:-Two rude blocks of trap, very charac
teristically figured; dug from the foundation of an old house in 1830.
Unpublishcd collection. 

A ur.DRAR, FoR•'A RSHIRF. :-a wry well preserv1•1l cros~. It i~ mi-
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nutely cl<'~cribccl by Penr:aPt, who did not profess to have seen it. There 
is no published drawing of it. From 1778 it seems to have been utterly 
lost sight ot: It was in 1832 dug from under a heap of rubbish, as 
something then for the firsi time disco1•ered. It is now carefully kept 
:1t Auld Bar castle.- U npublishcd collection. 

BALICELLO, FoaFAnsmaE :--6 miles north of Dundee; mentioned 
by Gordon ;-stone broken, and much injured.- Unpublished collection. 

BALKOURIE, 'NEAR MEIGLE Fo1tFARSHIRE :-a large but rude block, 
with sculpture, (No. 2) and other half effaced characters, without :i. 

-cross.- Unpublished collection. 
Di:.AULIU in RossmaE:- a cross described and figured by Cordioer. 
BENNACHIE GAIRIOCH, ABERDEENSHmt:, figured and described by 

Gordon and Car.liner, more accurately by Logan, Archieologia, called 
Maiden-stone, defaced on one side. 

CAMUS Caoss, M ONIKIE, FORF ARIHJRE:-a large cruciform stone iu 
good preservation, were it not so thickly covered over with lichens: de
·scribed by Boethius, Hollingshead, and Buchanan, as the funeral monu
ment of a Danish chief, sl'lia 845 ; figured by Gordon, who gives a 
description from the Latin MS. of Commissary Maule, 1600.-Unpub
iished collection. 

CRAIL SLAB:- in the church floor, sculptured only on one side; 
lflo published description-discovered 1837 .-Unpublished collection. 

CRIEFF CROSS OF PERTHSHIRE:-- figured, iu Trans. Scot. Ant. 
'1821, very much mutilated; stands in the centre of the village as a mark
.et cross.-Unpublished collection. 

CossEn-near Glammis, Forfarshire :-cross, described· and figured 
!by Gordon-described and called St. Orlan's Stone in the new Statistical 
Account. Unpublished collection. 

CaoSB-Towu, Aberlemno, Forfarshire :-One very superb cross and 
1.wo lesser ones in perfect pre3ervatioo, close by the side of the Forfar and 
Brechin road; the same group as that at Aberlemno. These stones have 
~lways been objects of attraction to antiquaries. Drawings (incorrect as 
'Usual) are given by Gordon, Cordiner and Pennant. - Unpublished col
Jection. 

CALL.AG&, Perthshire :-a fine stone not any where described. 
C.EICH :-"There is an obelisk near the church of Creich in S!lther

land, 14 feet high by 4 broad, richly sculptured, and said to be the 
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burial place of a Danish Prince.''- Chalmer's Caledonia, vol. Ip. 41:i6. 
This is nowhere else described, that I am aware of. 

DOGTON, Kinglassie, Fife :-A broken cross described and \•ery cor
rectly drawn by Pennant; called Doctan, described in new Statistical At
count ;-Unpublished collection. 

DuNNICHAN, Forfarshire:-A rude, but well marked stone, described 
by Gordon, now built into a park wall. 

DuNKELD, Perthshire.-Two large crosses mutilated, used for many· 
years as gate posts, stood neglected at the door of the Cathedral ; one of 
them turned upside down.-N o publisht>d account of: unpublished collection. 

Dur LIN, Perthshire;-A fine cruciform stone quite entire, described by 
Pennant and Gordon.-No published drawing.-Unpublished collection. 

DYKE, near Forres in Moray:-Cordiner gives a drawing of. 
DvcE,-church, of figured by Logan; in good preservation. Ar

chaiologia, 1827. 
EDDERTON, in Ross-shire:-" There is another obelisk which is 10 

feet high, with carved figures, which stands in the parish of Edderton in 
Ross-~hire.'' It is said by popular voice to be the monument of a Prince 
of Denmark, who, having fallen in battle, was interred there. Chalmers's 
Caledonia, Vol. I. p. 466. 

EssIE, Forfarshire.-A very richly caned cross near the old church 
yard. It is figured and described by Cordiner, 1780. Like the Auld
bar stone, it seems to have been broken, carried away and lost sight of~ 
till it was exhumed and re-erected Ly the parish clergyman, about 20 
years since.-Unpublished collection. 

ELGIN, Moray .-Only one side of the stone visible, the other built 
into the church wall; "'.ell represented by Logan. Archaiologia, vol. 22. 

FAR.-" At the l:hurch of Far, Sutherlandshire, there is a sculptmed 
stone, said to be the monument of a Danish Chief." - Caledonia, Vol. I. 
p.466. 

FoanouN, Mearns-shire.-A finely preserved stone, dug out beneath 
the old parish church, accurately represented by Professor Stewart of 
Aberdeen, and described by him as "probahly a monument erected to the 
memory of Kenneth III., who is said by Fordoun, Wintroun, and Boethi
us, to have been murdered near Fettercairne, A. D. 994, by Fenelia or Fe
nelli, in revenge for the loss of her son." 

FoaaEs-Sue110'1 Pillar, near Forres, is the most remarkable of 

8 
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these monuments, both for its magnitude and the richness of its sculpture. 
It is situated between Forres and Elgin, and is 25 feet in height, and 4 in 
breadth at the base. It has been badly figured by Gordon, Cordiner and 
others. It contains on one side a cross, on the other the usual pictorial 
sculpture. I have not examined this obelisk, and the published en
graving3 on it are so discordant and manifestly unfaithful, that no reliance 
can be placed on them. It seems to belong to the class under review, 
but the usual emblems appear awanting, though the general sculpture is 
characteristic. It has always been assigned to the Danes, and known 
indeed as a monument of the chief Sueno, who, it is said, was here defeat
ed and slain. Boethius is the earliest writer who treats of it: in which 
he is followed by Buchanan, as well as by Gordon and others - " This 
stone is supposed, probably erroneously, to have been erected in comme
moration of the Scottish victory" (say the writers of the Pictorial His
tory of England); "but what can we make of the Elephant by which 
it is surmounted?" The cut given by them as well as by O'Brien (Round 
Towerses ), is taken from Cordiner' s engravings. 

FowLIS, WESTER, in Perth.sliire.-There is a very fine cross, with, on 
the opposite side, a religious procession. Mr. Gough (Camden, Land. 
1789,) states, that this has not been noticed by any preceding writer. 
It is of one stone I I feet high. It is mentioned in the new Statistical 
Account as " being commemorative of a \\olfhunt, where the wolf, being 
pur3ued through a village, snatched off the head of a child;" As im
probable a theory as can well be concE'ived.-Unpublished collection. 

GLAl'>Hs-Opposite the manse door, figured by Gordon, Cordiner and 
Pennant; described by Boethius, and Buchanan, (nearly all subsequent 
writers foilowing them,-as a tombstone commemorative of the mur
der of Malcolm II. Anno 1033. It is IO feet high, and 5 broad at the 
base. There is a similar stone within Glamis Parish, and another at the 
village of Co3sens 11ear by, ( vide Cassens) all ascribed to the same source. 
-Unpublished collection. 

INVERKEITHINa-figured and described by Gordon, noticed in Statis
tical Account, considered Danish by both. 

INVERMAY PERTHSHIRE within the inclosures; noticed by Gordon. 
KrNKARDINE, near Auckterarder. PERTHSHIRE. Stone in good 

preservation; no puhlished description. 
K1NNELLAR churchyard, Ross-shire. Logan. Archreologia, XX 11. 
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LARGO FIFE.-A small but well marked cross, just behind Largo 
house. The one side is concealed, being built into the court yard wall.
New 8tatistical Account.-Unpublished collection. 

L1NooRES, Fijeshire.-On au eminence called the KAIM hill of 
Lindore3, near Newburgh, there is a rude block marked with the symbols 
1 and 2. Its genuineness is doubtful.-Unpublish::>:d collection. 

MAINS oF STRATIIMARTIN, Forfarshire.-In the Schoolmastc>r's 
garden wall, supposed to be of this same clas3, carving uninteresting, 
without characteristic symbol.-Unpublished collection 

INcHTUIR, Forfarshirc·-What seems a fine croRs but of small size. 
'The ornaments of one side concealed. Forms the step of a stair leading 
to the church-yard.- No published account. 

MEIGLE .-A splendid group, consisting of two superbly carved 
stones with crosses, and a great many sculptured blocks and slabs, which 
may probably have formed the sides, end, and cover, of a sarcophagus, like 
that of St. Andrew's. Ilocthius, Buchanan, and W. H. Maule in his MS. 
history of the Picts, described these as monumental stones to a Queen 
Venora or Fcnella, and are followed by most other authors. She is said 
to have been torn to pieces by wild beasts, for her murders and adulteries, 
about the 9th century. She is said by others to have been the wife of the 
celebrated King Arthur. "Perhaps the carvings on these stones," 
sagaciously conjectures Gordon, " as it sometimes, happens, may have 
given rise to this conjecture; they are all carefully kept and in good 
preservation."- Unpublished collection. 

MuGDRUM, near Newburgh, F1FE.-A large but rude block describ
ed by Camden, Gordon, and Pennant, correctly figured in the new 
Statistical Account of Fife; erroneously there and in Swan's Views 
of Fife, connected with MacDulf's cross.-Unpublished collection. 

MoNIFIETH, Forfarshire,-A sculptured but well preserved frag
ment, built into the church wall.-Unpublished collection. 

MoRTLAcn, Aberdeenshire.- A large stone figured by Logan. Ar
chrelogia, vol. XX II. 

NEWTON, Ross-shire.-A very rude but well marked stone, referred 
to by Logan. Archreologia, XXII. 

NIGG, Ross-shire. "There is a similar stone to that of Standwick
in the church yard of Nigg, which tradition also assigns to the Danes.'' 
Chalmers's Caledonia, vol. I., p. 466. 
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PITMUIRS Caoss, Forfarshire.-Broken over by the transept, very 
much defaced; seems to belong to the Aberlemno group.-Unpublished 
collection. 

PITNAPPJE. Aberdeen-shire. • * • • 
RuTHVEN, Ban.ff-Rudely sculptured and much defaced.-Logan; 

A rcha!logia.. 
RHYNIE MUIR, of Aberdeenshire. Two large stone~, one 2 feet by 

10, the other l foot by 9; both figured by Logan. Archa!loogia: with 
two others-dimensions not known. 

ST. ANDREw's, Fife.-In digging a very deep grave in the Cathedral 
yard of St. Andrew's, a little north of the celebrated square tower, in 1833, 
a large slab, scalptured with hunting scenes, and the figures of men on 
horseback, of lions, asses, and other animals, was met with, together with 
a variety of other fragments; they were for sometime tumbled about, 
broken and partly carried away ; the present writer, from the character of 
their carving, at once pronounced then to be the fragments of a magnifi
cent stone coffin belonging to tht same order of monuments as that under 
discussion. The Rev. C. Lyon, a zealous local antiquary, immediatelj 
caused search to be made for other fragments pronounced to be a wanting; a 
considerable number of which were found in 1836, and had correct draw
ings very carefully taken of the pieces most entire. When put together, 
it proved to be a most elaborately carved Sarcophagus; the one end and a 
portion of the side and corner are all that are a wanting ( Vide plate fig.). 
To the scandal of the oldest university in Scotland, this most interesting 
relic is still tumbled about in pieces without the smalle3t consideration or 
regard. A portion of it is figured, from the drawings of Mr. Lyon, in 
the Pictorial History of England; in which howe\•er it is incorrectly des
cribed. Dr. Dibbil'I. having carried a piece of this stone away with him, 
has it correctly represented in his 2d. vol. ; he considers it as early Saxon. 
-Unpublished collection. 

ST. MADOES, Pertkskire.-A monument very rudely sculptured on 
one side, but exti·emely rich and variegated on that on which is the cross. 
This is in a state of fine preservation; ,more for the good fortune of 
the cross than the credit of the local antiquarian taste, it lies buried in 
the soft earth of the church yard; whence its repose was first disturbed 
in 1835. It has not, so far as I am aware, been noticed by any anti
quary.-Unpublished Collection. 
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STANDWICK, Ross-shfre-A fine cross, figured by Cordiner, copied 
and commented on by O'Hrien (Round Towers). Chalmers says of this, 
"At Standwick, in the parish of Nigg, on the east shore of Ross, there 
stands an obelisk with the sculptures of hearts and a cross ; and here 

. tradition accounts that the three sons of a Danish King were interred." 
Caledonia ; vol. I. p. 466. 

W1cK. "At Wick m Caithness there is a monumental stone with 
hieroglyphic characters, said to be the monument of a Danish Prince." 
Chalmer at Sup. 

From the extent of country over which these relics prevail, com
prising the whole eastern and midland parts of' Scotland, from the Forth 
to the northermost part of Caithness ; and from the perfect uniformity, 
under whatever designation they may pass, or whatever history tradition 
may assign them, of their carvings, style of sculpture and hieroglyphic 
symbols, we seem perfectly entitled to draw this one inference at least, that 
the whole of these monuments are of one class, and had the same general 
set of objects in view: that they were erected under similar circumstances, 
and when the same general customs and mode of sculpture prevailed 
amongst all their erectors. As we have no recorded statements of any 
thing peculiar in this way ever havii;g prevailed in Scotland, we seem 
entitled either to suppose the period of their erection anterior to the ex
istrnce of written history, or even of distinct tradition; or, to assume that 
the custom of raising these sculptured crosses was but of brief duration; 
otherwise we could hardly fail to have some notices of a thing so remarka
ble either by the contemporary writers of other countries, or as handed 
down by tradition to our own. Vague as these conjectures are, they are 
all which we are entitled to form, from the facts before us, as to the date 
or mode of their erection. We cannot concur with the idea of O'Brien, that 
they are older than the Christian era.• The crosses which he makes out 
to have existed as religious symbols before the Christian era, or to be 

found at present in heathen countries as religious symbols, bear no re
semblance to those on the sculptured stones, which are uniformly of the 
shape designated "The Cross of Calvary'' in heraldry. It is worthy of 
remark at the same time, that in no single case of a well marked monument 
of the class, do we find the representation of a crucifixion. The case of 

• This observation, though correct as concerns the drawings and deacrip-
1.ion of O'Brien, require1 to be rec.,ivcd with some mnclificalions. 
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the goodly Burn-stone, near Perth, would be an exception to this could it 
be proved to belong to this class of relics: but though in general form 
and aspect it resembles them, its sculptures are so defective, that, differing 
from them as it does in this mostcharacteristic particular, I have left it out 
of the list. Nor is it possible they can have fallen much within this era. 
Fordoun, who wrote at the close of the 14th century, does not notice their 
cxistei:;ce, and to vie must therefore assume them to have been consi
dered by him of no importance. The same thing holds of Wintoun, who 
wrote nearly contemporaneously ( 1420), though there is every reason to 
believe quite independently of Fordoun. By the time of Hector Boece, 
A. D. 1500, the more remarkable groups of them seem to have attracted at
tention; but authentic tradition was as silent regarding them as at present, 
and the ideas of their describers as cloudy as are those of the antiquarian3 
of our own time. For the history of Scotland by contemporary writers, 
before the time of Fordoun, we must go beyond the boundaries of our native 
country and rely on English or French writers, who, though less copious 

than might be desired, seem to have devoted no little conside1·ation to our 
affairs. The line of these from the time of Bede in the 6th century, is 
tolerably continuous. The utter silence of the whole of them in re
ference to a set of monuments whose existence must have been matter 
of nationa 1 importance, and which must themsel ve8, for a long period, have 
been subjects of deep national reverence, implies, that since the year 500, 
they have neither been erected nor greatly reverenced. We have from an 
architect.ual fact, an indirect evidence of their very great antiquity. The 
church of St. Vigeans, near Arbroath, is known to have been built con
siderably before the Abbey of Arbroath, which was founded by David I., 
A. D. 1200. In the wall near the foundation of the north transept, we find 
one of these monuments used as a common building stone and luckily not 
defaced. It is apparent from this, that before l:WO, them relics, the ela
borateness of whose carvinp:, irrespective of the greatness of their number, 
proves the dePp and long enduring reverence which mu.st have been at
tached to them, had lost all consideration in the eyes of even the priest
hood, or had fallen into utter disesteem. Assuming, then, that the em
blem of the cross brings them within the limits of the Chrisiianization of 
Scotland, and that the silence of English, and ignorance of Scottish, his
torians, as to the true theory of their erection, carries their date beyond 
the 6th century, we shall obtain a set of conditions very concordant with 
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each other, to give us a plausible conjecture at lc1st on this mysterious 
subject. We are disposed to assume, that while these monuments might 
commemorate the death, 01· mark the spot of interment, of eminent in
dividual~, that they were also objects of religious worship-in fact mono
lith shrines. They prevail all civer the ancient Pict land, and hardly be
yond it. We have e\•ery reason to believe, that, about this period, a colony 
of Irish became located in Scothn<l, \\ho woul<l, as a matter of course, 
bring their h;i.bits and customs along with them. "The cxistzncc of the 
celcbrate<l Round Towers in these two districts alone on the face of the 
earth, isa striking proof of their early connection; and though the perfect 
identity of the sculptures on the crosses in Scotland and in Ireland has not 
as yet been so thoroughly establi8hed as have the characteristics of the 
Round Towers, their similitude is so extreme and their Pxistcnce so 
remarkably adstricted to these two countries, of the history of this period 
of peculiar darkness. 

The sacrificial processions on various of these monuments-on that of 
Fowlis \Vester in particnlar,-as well as the representation of other re
ligious'ceremonics, seem to point to Pagan observance>~, thc>n bst being ob-

' !iterated by the prPvailing creed. On the coffin at St. A11drew's, a nil on thl' 
crosses at Duplin and Auld bar in Scotland, and on that of Kells in Ireland, 
we have the representation of a man tearing open the jaws of a lion -0r 
other wild animal, in attitude so precisely similar, that they might pass for 
copies from the same original, and, in all likelihood, referred to the same 
event. The idea of Mr. Lagan, that the complicated can·erl work and 
reticulated interlacings represented on them all, is part of the bardic cus
tom of tying the mystic twig," seems more than plausible. Archroologi.1, 
XXH. 

ART. VII. - Notice by the Secretary of the Society 011 ten 
llincltt gold coins, found at the village of Hewli, in the 
Sottlhern Konkan, and presented by Government: also on a 
collection of gold Zodiac cuins of the Emperor Jehangir. 

The ten gold coins transmitted, by Government, for the acceptance 
of the Society, weigh each 63 grains: and hi.ve generally on one side the 
figure of a lion, with an inscription below in Telagn letter~. Balyci Shri, 
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( ~ aJ ~ ) which may he translated prosperity to the Bali; and which 
are oblations of food offered, at the four cardin:il points, to Indra god of 
the firmament, Yama judge of the dead, Yaruna the ocean, and Soma the 
moon.• Two of the coins are hammered and quite plain on one side ; 
having on the other stamped symbols for the four preceding deities, in
dicated by letters, among which I recognize the Telagu letter K ( 'l) ) 

standing for Yama, and the cave c/1. ( <1> ) for Soma: The centre symbol 
must therefore be intended for Vaivasteat or the sun. On the reverse of 
six of the coins we find written within a circle the word Rudra, a name 
for Siva; and on anoth~r of them the Trisul, or emblem of Siva, with 
an inscription below in Deva Nagari, or S!trimanya Devaya (-!.fri:rr~IT 
lcrrlJ ) to the prosperous god. This last is the newest of the series and 
indicates the establishment of the Saivite worship. 

In the McKenzie collection of Hindu gold coins, two of them are 
enumerated as the Sin/ta Jlfudra Fanam, or the Fanam 'lloith the lion 
impression, without any further information being given regarding them. 
These and the ones now under consideration may, with much probability, 
be assigned to the successors of the Andhra Kings of Telingana; or the Na
rapati Sovereigns of Warangal, who appear to have been originally feu
datories of the Chaluhya Kings of Kalyani. This family is knoirn by the 
name of the Kakataya Princes of Warangal, who at the commencement 
of their career, in the end of the eleventh century of our era, were Jains. 
Their original residence was Anumakonda, from whence, sometime after 
Sal. 1010, A. D. 1088, these Princes removed to Warangal, which be
came their capital, and repre~ented the chief Hindu Htate of Southern In
dia, till destroyed by the Mahomedans, during the reign of Ghias-ad-din 
Toghlak of Delhi, Hejirah. 721. AD. 132. The then reigning Prince of 
Warangal is called in Colonel Briggs' translation ofFerishta Ludder Dew: 
being an evident mistake for hi~ real name Rudra Deva: whose posses
sions appear to have been bounded on the North West by those of Rama 
Raja of Devagiri, the modern Daolatabad. 

The coins now submitted for examination, having on the reverse the 
name of Rudra, may have been struck during the reign of the Prince just 
mentioned ; but there are good grounds for assigning them a higher anti-

•See perpetual obliglltion1 ofa houeeholdn in Wilson'1 tran1lation orthl' 
Vishnu Purana, Quarto I'· 302. . 
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quity, or the beginning of A. D. llOO: as at this time the second of the 
](akataya Princes ofWarangal, named Rudra Deva, adopted the Saiva 
in place of the Jain faith, and built many temples to Siva, or Mahadeva, 
in order to expiate the crime of ha\'ing killed his father. Only one 
decisively Soivite coin appearJ in this collection, and is the most recent 
of the series : all the others indicating the p1·evalencc of the Jain practice 
of astrology, and the worship of the Bali or Baliah, which are sidereal 
spirits. 

Zodiclc coins of Jehangir. 

The Zodiac coins of the Emperor Jehangir, consisting of Silver Rupees 
and Gold Mohurs, are now procurable with much difficulty in India; while 
there are, I believe, t>xisting collections of them v.hich have been carried 
to Europe. Catrou, in his history of the Moghal dynasty (page 147), 
states that the celebrated Empress Nur-Jehan, better known, as the fa
voutite wife of the Emperor, by the title Nur-Mahal, or the light of the 
Palace, caused these coins to be struck; when, to obtain full possession of 
her husband's heart, she procured the banishment of all rivals in his affec
tions, or removed them by le38 innocent means. John Bowman, Esquire, 
is in possession of a fine collection of these Gold Mohurs; all of which, 
excepting those bearing the zodiac signs of Cancer and Capricornus, were 
struck at Agra. The two last were issued from the Mint at Ahmeda
bad. On the obverse of each are the names of Akbar and Jehangir, in
scribed in Persian letters, and dated in the 13th year ~f the Jal us, or per
sonal era of the Emperor Jehangir; which on some of the coins is accom
panied by figures 48, intended to represent as would appear the 48th year 
of the personal era of the Emperor Akbar, or Hejira 1011; when Akbar 
proclaimed himself, on hi!! arrival at Agra, Emperor of the Dekhan. The 
13th year of Jehangir's personal reign corresponds however with Hejira 
I 027; when the Empe.ror, after an absence of five year11 in Gujarat, returned 
to his Capital of Agra, and soon after lost hie father-in-law, the father of 
the Empress Nur-Mahal; who proposed to transmit his fame to posterity 
by perpetuating his memory in a monument of solid silver, and with the 
same view may have caused these Zodiac coins to be struck. 

6 9 

( Signed ) JAMES Brno, 
Sec. B. B. R. As. Soe-iety. 
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AnT. Vlll.-On the origin qf the Hamaiyaric and Ethiopic al-
11habets, by JAMES Burn, Esquire. 

In making public translations of the Hamaiyaric inscriptions, from 
Aden and Saba, embraced in ,\rt.. IV of the present number of the So
ciety's Journal, it was my intention to reserve a consideration of the ques
tion, "whether this alp/ta.bet be of Greek or Semitic origin," till a more 
convenient opportunity might permit me to analyze the character of indivi
dual letters. l\ly public cugagcments will not, howevl'r, at present admit 
the execution of this plan, and I am therefore obliged to submit an imper
fect outline of my opinion on the subject, in deference to the advice of a 
friend, who suggested the propriety of publishing, along with transfotions 
of the inscriptions, an alphabet of the character. At no distant period I 
will resume the subject of the Hamaiyaiic and Ethiopic alphabets, and 
endeavour to shew that the former had its origin from the ancient Pltani
cian, made apparent by the accurate researches of the learned Gesenius; 
and that the latter differs not materially from the former, except in having 
adopted the system of seven Greek vowels, expres~ed by particular marks 
and modifications of the letters in the first column, which Dr. Wall re
marks, has been termed Ghiz "161-i, or the free, in order to mark its pre
eminence; because the letters, in this column, are not restricted to particu
lar vowel terminations, but constituted the entire system, when the Bible 
was translated from Greek into Etl1iopic, and the Abyssinians, converted 
to Christianity, in the time of Fruruentius, received the Greek Scriptures 
between A. D. 325 and 335. 

The Syrian, like the Hebrew and Phanician, consists of an alphabet 
of 22 letters, written from right to left; which are either separate or join
ed with the preceding or succeeding characters; but the Hamaiyaric of 
inscriptions, found on the coast of Southern Arabia, has on the contrary 
an alphabet of 25, if not 26 letters, written from left to right; for it is 
probable that further !"esearch will discover that the Hamaiyaric embraces 
the whole 26 letters, composing the alphabet of the Ghiz, or modern 
Ethiopic. The scheme and arrangement of the latter, called, from two 
syllables of the serie3 belonging to its first letter, U U \. ::t- Ho He Ya 
T, rliffers from that of the Phamician and Hebrew, which commences 
with Aleplt and Bet; but an im>pection of the accompanying alphabetical 
table, plate XIII, will render e\'irlent to tho most unlearned observer, 
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that the names of 22 letters iu modern Etltiopic, corresponding in cha
racter with the Jiamaiyaric of ins•:riptions from Ambia, and the Etltio
pic of inscriptions from Azum and Tigre, differ in no respect from the 
namel! and power of the 22 Phamician and Samaritan Hebrew letter11, 
from which they were deri~·ed. In some of the inscriptions, copied by 
Messrs. Hulton and Smith, from the neighbourhood ofthr. Iledwin town 
of Dees, distant only four hours from Ras Slterma, on the Southern 
coast of Arabia, the following letters; Bet, Waw, and jfai, retain their 
original Phanician character, viz. A II\ "Y', but have not been inserted 
in the present table. 

The names of the Hamaiyaric letters, corresponding as they do with 
those of the Hebrew and Phanician, obviou!l1y indicate its Semitic origin; 
and no doubt can exist that these constitute the character, ancient! y known 
among the Arabs as Al illusnad; or the propped; being in many cases 
not materially different from the Hebrew and Syriac characters, having
only the addition of foot props. This and other forms of the Arabic al
phabet, including the Kufic, was borrov.ed from the Plwmician and He
brew letters, that were in current use among the Jews from the second 
century before Christ to the seventh of the Christian era. l\lichaelis in 
his Grammatica Syriaca, pp. 22, 23, correctly asserts, "Quo tempore 
Arabe11 a Syris literas sumserunt mutuas, quod factum est Muhammedis 
rotate, seculo Septimo ineunte aut paulo antea, tres modo vocales habuisse 
Syros necesse est, tot enim ab illis acceperunt Arabes, Fatha, Kesre, Dam
ma, quas et Cuphica jam scriptio habuit, totidemque vocales, literis ipsis 
innexas Sabiorum seu Galelmorum a!phabetum habet." The Hamaiyaric, 
like the character of the Palmyrene inscriptions, seems altogether defi
cient in vowel signs, which as Dr. Wall satisfactorily shews were not in 
use when the Septuagint version of the Bible was made : all the lettera of 
the Hebrew text being, at this time, employed as signs of syllables, begin
ning with consonants and ending with vowels.'* The letters of the alpha
bet were all consonental, inclusive of t I -' '-:! of the Arabic, or the 
Ain, Alif, Waw, and Yod of the Hebrew and Syriac, which were term
ed quiescent in the pointed texts of the Bible; but were afterwards em
ployed as "owel signs, as seen, from the Hamaiyaric inscriptions, by a 

• t:xamination of lhc aucieul urthogru11hy uf lhc Jew~, and of the orig11111l 
slate oflheted oflhe Hebrew Biule,by Charles William Wall, D. D. Professor 
of Hebrew in the. University of Uublin, vol. II p. ~71. 
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compari1on of these with the corresponding words in Arabic. The Sy
rian• had at first only three vowels, corresponding to the same in Arabic; 
bid, as the literati advanced in translating the Bible and other works into 
Greek, they endeavoured to express a\\ the sound3 of the proper Greek 
names, substituting at first five Greek vowels, and subsequently carrying 
them as far as seven;• which number were also adopted by tha Etltiop
eans on the transfer of the Hamaiya:ric character to the shores of 
Axum. The quiescent letters of both the Arabic and Ethiopic alpha
beta possess DD sound in themselves, till animated by points; and the Waw, 
on the coins of the Maccabees, ...J.. or the Hebrew waw so modified is 
found to retain this character in some other inscriptions, such as the 
Bactrian Pali, from Shalt Baz Ghari; which, as can be clearly shewn, 
had a kindred origin with the Pehlvi writing on the Persian monuments 
of NaAhshi Rustam, NaAhshi Rajib, and Takhti Bustan, and are close
ly allied to the letters of the Palmyrene inscription8; of which the first 
dates not earlier than the year 135 of our era. The opinion of Dr. Wall, 
therefore, "that it was from reading Greek that the Jews learned the use 
of vowel signs, and in consequence applied three of their letters occasion
ally to this use, precisely in the same manner as the cognate letters were 
afterwards employed in unpointed Syriac, and are, at this moment, em
ployed in unpointed Arabic,"t is so consonant to truth and the practice 
followed in the Hamaiyaric inscriptions from Southern Arabia, as to bring 
home to us conviction, that, while the Hamaiyaric is a derivative from 
Phcenician, it at the same time employed four additional characters to ex
press the Greek consone&tal sounds of Zeta, Z: Eta, 11 Pi, 7r and Psi, if; 
as apparent in the comparison made of the several alphabets. Along with 
this adoption of Greek vowels and additional consonental characters, 
the Hamaiyaric and Ethiopic alphabets use, as numbers, certain figures de
rived from the numerical system of Greek letters. 

If the opinions regarding the origin of the Hamaiyaric and Etltiopic 
alphabeta be correct, and of which I entertain not a doubt, it will follow 
as a matter of course that the Hamaiyaric inscriptions from Aden, and 
those translated in Art. IV. should be rettd from left to right, like mo-

• Grn.mmalica Syriaca Joanni• Davidia J\lichaeli•, p. 2~, el l.liuliolhcca 
Orienlalis As•emani Tom. I p. ;;22. 

t Wull's c.111minnl.ion of .Ir wish Orthography, vol. II p. 221. 
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dern Ethiopic; and made use of diacritical points, such as appear to have 
been introduced into Syriac by the Nestorian Christians. The Ethiopic 
inacriptions, on the reverse of the Greek tablet at Axum, published in Mr. 
Salt's voyage to Abyssinia;"' and written in precisely the same character 
as the Hamaiyaric of Southern A r:ibia, read from left to right, and re
cord that. John, Bishop of Ethiopia, taught from the neighbourhood of 
the River (Nile) the Sabeans of Hazramaa. He is the same John who 
was sent, as appears, into EthioiJia, duringthe reign of the Emperor Jus
tin A. D. 521, in order to settle the Christian faith of that country, and 
was accompanied by several miSBionary assistants. This and other facts 
give probability to the opinion that the Hamaiyaric of inscriptions, in 
Southern Arabia, are of compar:ati\·ely modern origin, and cannot, at the 
utmost, have an antiquity beyond 200 years before the birth of Christ; 
when, on the coins ofthe Maccabees, we find many Hebrew lett"'rs cognate 
with those of the Hamaiyaric inscriptions. The language of those now 
translated is a mixture of Ghiz and modern Arabic ; and as the ad
jectives, found in the inecriptions, are formed on the principles of Ethiopic 
Grammar, while the prepoeition Ba, used both in Per•i;an and Ethiopic is 
found in them, it muet necesearily follow that these inscriptions can be but 
little anterior to the commencement of the Christian era, and are, in all pro
bability, several centuries after it, when the Hamaiyaric sprung from the 
Phmnician, altered to cxpresa Greek vowels and proper names. 

The comparatively modern origin of the Hamniyaric alphabet may be 
also deduced from what we know regarding the origin of the Coptic; 
which, cannot be traced back further than the lst Century of our era, 
though the language itself existed at an earlier period. When the early 
Christians translated the Bible into Coptic, the versions of it from the 
Septuagint were written from left to right; and where Coptic sounds could 
not be expressed by Greek letters ofsimilar force, additional Coptic letters 
were used. In this manner seven additional Coptic characters, were added 
to the 24 letters of the Greek alphabet ; exhibiting, in this respect, a re
markable similarity with the practice pursued in the Hamaiyaric characters, 
and in the translation of the Scriptures from Greek into Ethiopic. We 
not only observe this anology between the systems of the two alphabets, 
but can distinguish an almost identity of character between the seven 11d-

6. 
•Sall'• voyage to AbyHinia. 
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tlitioual letters of the Coptic alphaliet and those similar fou11d i11 Ethiopic, 
The following seven letters not in the Greek alphaliet, 1!11:£~ i~o '1> 
or sh,f, It, It, z, s, ti, will, on a comparison with the alphabetical table of 
the Hamaiyarie here sulimitted, lie found to be almost identical in character. 

The Semitic origin of the Hamaiyaric letters, and their derivation from 
the Phcenician may lie yet further accounted for by what Masudi in his 
Golden meadows, and other Arabic historians relate, that the descendants 
of Khatan or Yoktan, inhabiting Southern Arabia, used the Suryani, or 
Syriac language, previous to the amalgamation of the several dialects now 
constituting the A.raliic language, which probably derived its title, poste
rior to the Exodus, from the Hebrew :l'1 'Y Arab, signifying a mixed peo
ple. Philostorgius further relates that Syrians were settled in the neigh
bourhood of the Ethiopic ocean," Ad maris rubri inquit exterior um si11u111 
Binistro latere degunt AxumitCP, ex vocabulo JJletropolis ita appellati: 
urbium enim caput Auxumis dicitur. Ante hos autem Auxumitas, 
Orie11tem versu.~, ad extimum pertingentes Ocea11um, accolent Syri, ab 
eornm qooque regionum incolis ita dicti. Btenim Alexander ~Macedo 
eos ex Syria abductos, illic collocai·it: qui quidem patria Syrorum 
lingua etiamnum utuntur !" And Strabo notices that towards Ambia 
Felix in the ludian Ocean, there were Colonies of Sidonians, Syrians, and 
people of the island of Arwad.* 

I must therefore dissent from an opinion expressed in a late pulilication, 
on the Historical Geography of Araliia, that the llamaiyaric characters 
only consist of 20 letters, or can be the first alphabet of mankind.t Mr. 
Forster terminates his observations with this remarkalile conclusion, "there 
is every moral presumption to favour the belief, that, in the Hisn Ghorab 
inscriptions, we reco\·er the alphabet of the world before the flood:" but 
ueither Palreography no1· Philology will bear him out in so unphilosophi
cal a conclusion. I may briefly recapitulate the chief points which argue 
against the correctness of his interpretatiou of the Aden, Hisn Ghorab, 
and Nakab-al-llajar inscriptions. Ist. The Hamaiyaric imcriptions on the 
coast of Southern Arabia are precisely in the same character as the Ethio
pic inscription3 fou11d on the opposite coast of Axum, and 011 the 1·everse 

• llilJlioLhccn Uricnlali• Assc111nn1, Tom, IV I'· 603. 

I The lli!lor&c;tl Geography of Arabia by lhe llc\'il. Chno. For!lt·r, B. U. 111 

! vol•. London, vol. I I. p, 101'1. 



IA-H.J The Bauddha a11(l .Tainct Religiom~. 

of the CirePk Tablet there; which dales not earlier than the 4th Century 
of our era. 2nd. The existence in Ilamaiyaric of thrre quiescent letters. 
used by the Syriac as vowels, and the change of A·iu, into ,a i, or u; a 
practice which hail not existence prior to the commencemrnt of the Chris
tian era. 3rd. The strik:ng similarity between the a11eie11t Hamai,yarir, 

and alphabetic characters of the JJ[oder11 Etliiopic, which had not an 
antiquity greater than the time of Frumentius, while the probability is 
that it is considerably later, or about A. D . .508, when Philoxenus trans
lated the Scripture3 into Syriac, and adopted the system of the Greek· 
vowels. 4th. The intrDduction into Hamaiyaric of three, if not four, ad
ditional letters to express Greek sounds, which ditferecl from those of thP 
Hebrew or Phcenician. 5th. The figure ofa cross accompanies most of 
the inscriptions from Southern Arabia, and is very apparent. below the 
Hisn Ghorab inscription, indicating its comparatively recent and Chris
tian character. Such seem to me strong reaso11s for differing from Mr. 
Forster, and from his system of reading the inscriptions from right to left, 
instead of from left to right as in modern Ethiopie. At some future time 

I will return to this subject. 

AnT. IX.-Historical Researches on the Origin and Principles 
of the Bauddha and Jaina Religions : embracing the lead
ing Tenets of their System, asfound prevailing in various 
countries: illustrated by descriptive accounts of the Sculp
tures in the Caves of Western India, with translations of 
the cave inscriptionsfrom Kanari, Ajanta, Ellora, Nasik, 
~c. indicating tlie connexion of these caves with the Topes 
and Caves of the Panjab and Afghani.<1tan. ny JAMES BIRD, 

Esq., F. R. G. S. Member of the Royal Asiatic Society, and 

of the Bombay Medical Service. 

ANALYSIS. 

On looking at the Indian provinces, where unquestionable Bauddha 
monuments remain, we are surprised at the great extent of country, over 
which this religion was spread; and view with won<ler the relics which 
mark its former existence: scattered as they arP from th~ caves of Balkh 
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Bamian, and the Indus wt>stward, to the confines of Nepal and the Gan
ges eastward; from Kashmir and the sources of the .Jelum, on the north, 
to the southern promont:iry of Cape Comori11, and the island of Ceylon. 
The state and principles of this religion, as now found exi!ling in Cey
lon, have been well illustrated and examined by the late Honorable Mr. 
Turnoun its condition aod leading tenets in China, were learnedly ex
pounded by the late Mr. Remusat; Mr. Hodgson in his various papers 
on Nepal Buddhidm, published in Prinsep's Journal, has made us familiar 
with Bauddha religiom1 literature in Nepal; and Mr. Klaproth has per
formed for us a like service regarding that of Japan. But relative to the 
inscriptions written in Prakrit, and found on the monuments and caves 
of this ancient religion throughout India, little or no information has 
been conveyed to us beyond what is contained in the brilliant discoveries 
of the late Mr. James Prinsep, on the subject of Asoka's monuments, 
and the observations of William Erskine, Esquire, on the remains of the 
Buddhists in India, published in the 3rd VoluJDe of the Bombay Li
terary Society's Transactions. Our selections from the present work, 
therefore, though desultory, will be of interest to those general readers, 
who take some pains to inform themselves regarding the former state of 
India, both under its Hindu and Mahommedan rulers. 

It has been ascertained, beyond doubt, that the earliest grammar of the 
Pali language, in which the greater body of B:iuddha literature was writ
ten, was corupo3ed in the Dekhan; and it is a subject worthy of learned in
vestigation to determine the relative antiquity of the Sanskrit and Pali 
grammatical systems; with which question the comparative antiquity of 
the Brahmanical and Bauddha religions is closely coni;ected. In t.he pub
lication from which we arc now about to quote, the author, for the better 
investigation of his subject, has done so under the following heads:-

Firat, a description of the principal excavations ofWestem India. 
Second, a sketch of the system of Buddhism, as it prevails in Ceylon, 

Burmah and Siam, Tibet, Tartary and China. 
Third, translations of the Western Cave inscriptions, and the con

nexion of thes'! with Buddhism ns it now prevails in other countries. 
Fourth, observations on the symbolical marks preceding the inscrip

tions; their similitude to those on the coins found west of the Indus and in 
the Panjnb, and on the connexion between the Topes, or Buddhist mau
solea of these countries, and thf' \Vestern Caves. 
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Fifth. The history of Buddhism traced end illustrated. 
Under the first head he describes the excaYations of Karli, Kanari, Na

sik, Junir, Auruogabad, Mahar, Ajanta, Ellora, Badami, aud Mehatua
laiapur. The caves generally consist of two clas3es. "In the first of them 
the objects of worship, represented by the sculptures, are confined to per• 
sonages and manifestations of the deity belonging to the simpler and 
more philosophical form of Buddhism, which seems to have prevailed at 
its origiu ; in the second, the variety and modifications of objects worship
ped have reference to the more complicated and extended Brahmanical 
Pantheon, the Sakta form of Hinduism, the worship of Siva Bhairava, in 
conjunction with his consort Uma, or Parvati. The former, characterized 
by simplicity of de3ign and execution, consist of one or more arched tem· 
plea, which contain the Dehgop, or stone spire of an hemispherical form : 
and these are surrounded by ftat roofed excavatio11e, in which are found 
one or more sitting images of Buddha, a number of small cells, and 
sometimes broad benches running round the apartments, shewing that 
such were dedicated to the use of a monastic fraternity, and the education 
of disciples, who had abandoned the world in order to 1m~mit to religious 
discipline. These temples are further distinguished by having long in· 
scriptions in a language, which is neither pure Pali nor Sanskrit, though 
approaching sufficiently near either to be intelligible through their medi
um : and the character in which it is written differs but little from that of 
the inscriptions on Asoka'• pillars; which was in use we know during the 
third century B. C. To this class belong, as would appear, the caves of 
Karli, Kanari, Aurungabad, Nasik, Junir, Mahar on the Bankut river, and 
the southern ones at Ellora. The large excavation at Kanari, in the vi
cinity of Bombay, is further distinguished by having in front of it, on a 
ledge of the mountain, several small mounds, or burying places of Ra
lwta, or Saints, who were tenants of the caves. One of these, a dilap
idated pyramidal building of earth and stone, was opened by me in 1839; 
when two copper urns containing human ashes were found. In one of the 
urns there was a small gold box, containing a fragment of white cottou 
rag, accompanied by a pearl, a ruby, and some small pieces of gold: in 
the other there was a silver box along with the ashes. The most interest
ing relics howe\"er discovered on this occasion were two copper plates, one 
of which bore an inscription in the Lath character of the caves, and the 
other in a more florid writing, similar to that of the Ckattisgarh and 

JO 



7:1 '/'he Bauddh1t aml Juinci Religions. !OcT. 

f!leoni inscriptions of the 8th and 9th centuries ; which has been aptly 
enough denominated the Andltra character, and from which the alpha
bets of the southern Peninsula were derived. The last part of this 
inscription contains the Bauddha creed :is inscribed on the base of the 
image from 'l'irhut, and on the stone extracted from the Thupa at Sar
nath, near Benares; identifying these as B~uddha Mausolea, with 
which the Thupas of the Punjab and Kabul are in other respects an
alogous. 

"The second class of excavations, to which belong the nine middle 
caves of Ellora, those at Elephanta and Badami, arc characterized by a 
more florid and laboured style of sculpture, representing groups of 
many armed figures of Vishnu and Siva in their various avatars; minia
ture scenes of battles from the sacred epics, the Ramayana, and Malta· 
barat; triad figures of Siva in union with the female principle, or Uma; 
and stone lingas in the recess. A greater grandeur of design and spirit 
of execution is observable in the figures of this class than in the simpler 
sculptures of the earlier Bauddha College, such as Kanari ; and exag
geration is resorted to in order to give energy to the suggestions of ima
gination on subjects of religion to which they refer. Their architec
tural character too, from which the style of the ancient Hindu temples 
of the tenth and eleventh centuries, A. D. has been derived, would not 
indicate that such is the early efforts of a rude people, emerging from 
barbarism, but rather that it has been matured by experience : and that 
though the types of Buddhism and Saivism were not radically different, 
when the two religions emanated from a common system, yet the things 
here typified embrace so many Brahmanical combinations, that the very 
presence of Saiva symbols and images, in structures exclusively Bauddha, 
imply, that when such were executed, the tenets of both religions were 
matter of high debate in the civil society of India. The comparatively 
few inscriptions found in this class of caves, and the nearer approach of 
the letters to the present alphabets of the southern Peninsula, point out 
the more modern origin of the structures : while the smaller number of 
cells for the priests, compared to the extent of these caves, shew that 
they were less places of tranquillity and retirement, for monastic establish
ments, than of public resort and pilgrimage, or Tirthas, for the great 
mass of the people. 

" The caves of Ajanta are of a character intermediate between these 
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two classes of excavations, possessing much of the extent and grandeur 
of the latter, but without the same marked traces of Hinduism, or of 
Tantrika principles, that are found engrafted on Buddhism at Ellora. 
Many of the Ilauddha figures would here, however, appear to be distin
guished by the symbolical representation of particular animals and things, 
which indicate some deviation from the original wor1.1hip of Buddha Sa
kya, and may be the origin of the Ilauddha adaptation of Sakya's religion 
to Vaishnava principles, as explained in the Sri Bhagavata; by which 
the different descents and forms of the deity, as Vishnu, are made the 
origin of the Jain saints. The images in the different caves are charac
terized by being rtpresented naked, or covered by a robe, and have dis
tinguishing marks engraved on the pedestals, or Sinhasan; such as the 
ape, the lotus, the wild cow, the antelope, the goat, and the kumbha or 
jar; which are the appropriate symbols of the Jain saints, Abhimandanu, 
Padmaprabha, Vasupujaya, Santi, Kunthi, and Malli. The Bauddha re
ligion of Nepal ai;knowledges indeed many forms of Buddha, mortal and 
celestial ; but tbe presence of the Jain symbols, on the pedestals of the 
images at Ajanta, their clothed and naked representations, similar to the 
Swetambara and Digambara images of the Tirthankara3, and a sculpturl! 
of Garura, supporting the roof of one of the caves, have suggested to 
me the opinion, that while some of the neighbouring excavations at Ellora 
were dedicated to Tantrika principles and Saiva mythology, engraftcd on 
Buddhism, those of the more primitive Ilauddha caves at Ajanta, shew 
corruption from admixture with the more congenial principles of the 
Vaishnava faith. I give this opinion more with a view of future research, 
by those who may find ieisure for investigating the native literature and 
annals of the Jains, than under the conviction that it is one admitting of 
proof; but as the Vaishnava and Saiva faiths divided the popular mind 
of India, from the fifth to the tenth centurie3 of our era, the opinion is 
worthy of consideration. The larger inscriptiona too at Ajanta, though 
they may be long posterior to the excavations, are closely allied by th• 
character of their alphabet, to the Chattisgarlt inscriptions of the eighth. 
and ninth centuries, which ha,·e been already noticed." 

Ilegarding the architecture of the caves, the author remarks, "Profes8or 
Heeren is of opinion that the style l'f modern Hindu architecture takes its 
origin from the pyramid; but on looking at the general character of this 
architecture, as devclope1I in the t<'mple~ erect.cd, thro11g-hout t.hc southern 
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Peninsula, posterior to the twelfth century of our era, I am rather dis
posed to conclude, that the model from which they derive their origin is 
the composite Degkop as 1een in plate VI. The architecture of the caves 
is altogether of a monumental kind, possessing much of the colossal 
g;randeur and vastness of the Egyptian style ; with which, in the general 
outline, it poSBe91es asimilarity of design: the shafts of the pillars being 
cinotured, at intervals, by bands of three or more rings, or decorated, in 
other respects, by the spaces between the bands being reeded and sculp
tured with figures. The columns too have rarely any distinct base, and 
exhibit exu.mples of double capitals, peculiar to Egyptian architecture ; the 
square member of the cave pillars being sculptured with a figure of 
Buddha, as seen in plate XV, instead of the heads of I1i1 u observable 
on the aides of the Egytian capitals." 

The individual excavations are then described ; and in the introduction 
to the work, and head, 

Bzca"atlom of AJanta,-we find the following observations. "These 
monuments which I have clas11ed as intermediate between the simple 
Bauddha caves, and those which have been termed Brahmanical, by Mr. 
Erskine, are nearly as magnificent and extensive as those of Ellora; 
which must, h.:>wever, be reckoned oflater origin, and mark the change of 
faith among the people of Western India from simple Buddhism to Sai
viam, and the orthodox system of Hinduism which is now prevalent. 

"These excavated temples, known by the name of the caves of Ajanta, 
or the pus, are situated about three miles 10uth.westward of the 't'illage 
of Fardapur, whioh lies at the bottom of the Glaat leading from Aurun
gabad into the province of Khandesh, The bed of a JDOUDtain torrent, 
winding through the rocky bottom of a ravine, leads to a deep and nar
row dell; where the perpe11dioular faoe of the rock may be between two 
and three hundred feet in height, at the plaoe where the caves commenoe. 
The repeate4 doubling. of the ravine seem to out of this sequestered 
11p4>t from all communloation with the world ; and the dell at its further 
extremity narrows into a ohasm, which is shut out, on either aide, by 
precipices of rock at leaeta hundred and fifty feet high, where a cascade 
of seventy or eighty feet, after falling into a deep and capacious bason at 
the bottom, overftows to form the rocky torrent, just described, which 
is dry during the months of April and May. The sides of the ravine, 
where not preoipitoua, are clothed with wood; and the features of the 



1844.] The Bauddha and Jaina Religiona. 77 

scenery, if not magnificent, are highly romantic, and have an air of wild 
solitude peculiarly striking. 

" The caves are situated in the ravine on the right side, at about one 
third of its height; and following the winding course of it, from east 
westward nbout a quarter ofa mile, describe more than the quarter of a 
circle· Those which were accessible and visited by me, during the hot 
weather of 1828, amounted to twenty two; but some new ones havu 
been since discovered. Four of these are arched ones containing the 
dekgop, and the others are flat roofed." The former are genuine 
Ckaityas, or temples dedicated to Adi Buddha, as in Nepal: the others 
are generally Viharas, or monastic institutions for the ascetics, in many 
of which are found images of Buddha seated on thrones, here sculptured 
with devices of different animals, now the distinguishing marks of the 
Jain saints, and perhaps appropriated to the different manifestations of 
Budd/ta. Since my visit a subscription was raised to remove obstruc
tions and make pathways to the caves, and two new caves were thus dis
covered. 

"The following drawings, which were made and lithographed by a native 
artist, convey a tolerably accurate idea of the style of painting and the 
subjects of the scenes ; which represent rural processions, love and mar
riage, the storming of fortiftoations, and groups of women in various 
attitudes, particularly in the one of performing Tapa'!/a, or religious 
austerity, on the Aaan SiddAa or holy bed of the ascetic. Jn others of 
the aoenes, teachers are represented instructing their Chelaa or scholars, 
in the art of mental abstraction, or Dkyan, by meditating on the blue 
lotu11; six D~gani Buddha., of which YaJra Satwa is the sixth, .ere 
aeen springing divinely from the lotua. Another of the paintings repre
sent11 the contest of the Asuras to get back the ravished daughter of 
their king, who had been carried to the Tavatinaa heaven, or Bhavana 
of Indra, an account of which is communicated in Mr Upham's system 
of Buddhism. In the sculptures most of the figures have curled or wig
like hair, and their heads are generally covered by tiaras. The same arc 
similarly represented in the paintings, which are executed "alla fresco," 
on a composition of white calcareous earth and cowdung, smoothed finely 
over with a thin coating of choona, or tufaceous lime, found in India. 
The women are always drawn without any covering to the breast, aud 
their drapery has the form of a petticoat below, part of which is thrown 
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in isome instances over the left shoulder, leaving the right breast bare. 
The dress of the men is nearly similar to that of the women, and the 
figure3 of both are painted black, blue, and' other colours, among which 
howC\·er a yellow, or copper brown, is the prevailing one. Several animals 
as horses, elephants, and bullocks highly ornamented, are depicted; and 
some visitors remarked that three horses yoked abreast in a carriage were 
observable. A grave figure with curled hair, thick lips, and lobe ears, 
'>Ometimes appeai·s amongst the paintings, and is evidently of a character 
entirely different from the figur.;s around him; and this with the striped 
petticoats of the women suggests an opinion that the people who execu
ted the paintir.gs were the subjects of the most illustrious prince of the 
Indies, named the Ba/hara, who was king of Maltarmi-al-adan, or of 
those who have their ears bored, and that the inhabitants were subjects of 
the kingdom of Calabar, who were dressed in those sorts of striped gar
ments which the Arabs call Fauta. 

The Buddhas here represented, seem to be of all nations and colours, and 
have each a nimbus round their head similar to that round the heads of 
Christian saints, an.I which was not introduced we know previous to the 
establishment of our era. The people who frequented these religious 
shrines must ha\'e had an extensive acquaintance with various nations ; 
and the nicely combed and curled hair of the women, whose locks, brought 
down in ringlets O\'er the ears, descending on the neck, with the head dress 
or fillet which surrounds the brow like a muslin band, and the high tiara 
of the chiefs or princes, loaded with pearls, indicate artificial taste and 
habits at the time when these paintings were executed. Some visitors have 
remarked that Grl:'cian military costumes were to be seen, but I did not 
observe any such at my visit, and the only thing of this kind which has 
come to my notice is the head covering of one of the figures drawn for 
me by Professor Orlebar, and which certainly has a very close re~mblance 
to the Grecian helmet. Mr. Orlebar, in an account of these caves kindly 
communicated to me, remarks that these paintings are not historical, 
but seem intended to convey moral iustrnction, aud th3.t in the lndo 
Bauddhist system, education was a primary object. In one of the Deh
gop caves, a female worshipper of Buddha is painted in the act of teach
ing, surrounded by a group of smaller figu1cs who are attentively listen
ing, and among whom one seems to be a Brahman. In several of the 
scenes, representing mastcr3 teaching lh<'ir scholars, the modern Sannya.-i 
flf the Hindus 1s observable. 
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There is one large painting already referred to, representing a sicgl'. 
Mr. Orlebar remarks that, on the fore ground from the ltrl't, the besieging; 
army .is seen in advance, and consists of elephants, infantry, and cavalry 
under the wall of the town. Within the walls the king i3 seated on his 
throne and surrounded by attendants; while some of the besieged are 
throwing themselves down from the wall on the enemy; some are descend
ing, and some have alrea<ly alighted; and of these one spirited group re
presents a struggle between two of the besiegers, and a warrior whose 
dishe\·elled flowing hair shews that he has just alighted, and others are on 
their knees begging for quarter. The wall in its construction is as sin
gular as the defence of it. It consists of a series of peaked battlements, 
in which there are no loop holes. The besieged arc here represented 
with fair European countenances, while some of the besiegers ;tre dark. 
The infantry of the latter arc armed with a shield and sword, of a curi
ous form, and with a short spear. Those mounted on c>lephants have 
spears, or bows and arrows; but their dress is generally scanty and they 
have apparently no defensive armour. The whole appears, as I have al
ready said, to be an attempt of the Asurs to get back the ravished 
daughter of their king from the heaven of Indra. 

Besides these, there arc domestic scenes, seraglio scenes, processions, 
and portraits of princes, larger than the rest. There is an A byssininn 
black prince seated on a bed along with a fair woman, to whom he appears 
to be married ; here a fair man is dressed in a robe and cap like that of a 
monk or abbot, and there again, in other parts of the painting, arc fe
males seated in flower gardens surrounded by attendants, or are seen sitting 
within small buildings, with light pillars, resembling Chinese summer 
houses. Round the neck and ove1· the right arm of many figure3, male 
and female, the mystic triple necklace is disposed, while these holrl in 
their hands the lotus, and appear as if engaged in the contemplation of 
some deep point of philosophy. Other figures, represented of a dark com
plexion and with curled hair, are standing on the lotus, and hold in their 
hands the discus, or Chakra, which is one of the sacred emblems in the 
Phra Patka, or divine foot of Buddha, and is typical of eternity and uni
versal domination. We learn, from Captain Lowe, that, according to the 
Siamese ritual, the worshipper with uplifted folded hands is directed to 
enumerate it among the sacred emblems. The head dress of many of the 
figures, which is pyramidal, resembles the Persian tiara; and though less 
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peaked than the Mukut, or crest of Buddha, depicted in the Phrabat, it 
may be here, as in the other, emblematical of the solar ray, being analo
gous, in this respect, to the winged crown on the obverse of the Sassanian 
coins of Persia, the reverse of which is remarkable for a fire altar, and 
two wheels, or Chakra~, over the heads of the officiating priests. The spir
it of polytheism is disposed to imitation, so that the legends and practices 
of one sect are oftrn appropriated by another. We need not there
fore be surprised that the Bauddhists of Siam worship the sun, under the 
name of Pra Athit, as mentioned by Captain Lowe; or that we should find 
pure Buddhism, on the west of India, early corrupted by an admixture of 
the Sabean and Magian faith ; or blended, afterwards, as in Nepal, with the 
worship of Siva and Tantra rites. Shamanism, or the gross form of 
Buddhism, which exists among the Tartar tribes, is combined with astro
logical superstition of magic and sorcery ; and, if it differs in practice, is 
similar in its doctrine with the Kala Chakra system of Tibet, which has 
been already explained in a note on authority of De Koros. Whatever ap
parent differences may exilllt between the style of sculpture, aud symbols 
which mark the :illiance of onedass of cave monumenh with a period 
when primitive Bauddhist notions prevailed, and of those v.hich refer 
another class of them to a time, when these notions, were corrupted by for
reign admixture ; such may be ascribed with more truth to the spirit of imi
tation and the accommodating temper of superstition, than to the possibi
lity of having derived their origin from rival sectaries, so opposite to each 
other as were the Bauddhists and Brahmans. The caves of the western 
coast are doubtless Bauddha, or Jain; and of the latter only a few re
mains are to be met with at Ellora, which may be posterior to the corrup
tion of pure Buddhism by Taotrika principles. 

Among the paintings at Ajanta there are several portraits; one of 
which is a Raja on his knees performing his devotions, and there are 
other four placid faces of men and women. The hair of the women is 
tied by a bandeau, after the fasltion of the women on the Garrow hills 
near Bhagalpur; who are described by Mr. Elliot as having their hair 
bound with a tape, three inches long, so as to keep.it back from their 
foreheads, though generally it is tied with a string o~ the crown of the 
head. There is also a portrait of a lion monstrosity not unlike an Egyp
tian aphynx. It is deformed by a cap being given to the curling hair of 
its head, and a girdle to it~ body, and h83 doubtless some emblematic 
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meaning, as it appears at the feet of a Buddha 11tanding on the leaves of 
the lotus, below which the many headed Nag is painted. 

Besides these there is a hunting acene, wherein dogs are repreaented. 
with collars and short tails,. and horses with saddle1 not unlike what we 
see in Europe. The borders and patterns on the roofs of the caves are 
extremely well painted, and many of them are even tasteful and elegant. 
Some of the colors are fresh as when they were first laid on, especially 
the light blue, but the red has generally faded int<?. a dirty brown." 

Caves of Ellora. These magnificent monuments, which belong to 
the second class of excavations, are next described, and under this head 
we find some preliminary observations regarding points of doctrine, 
wherein the Bauddha and Jaina sectaries agree or differ, from which 
the religious sculptures belonging to these particular sects may be appro
priated to each of them. We quote the following:-"The two heterodox 
sectaries of Bflddlta and Jina agree in placing within the limits of south 
Bahar, arid its immediate vicinity, the locality of the death and apotheosis 
of the last Buddka, and of the lut Jina; disavow the vedru, and deities 
of the Hindu Pantheon; lived originally in a state of celibacy in religious 
societies, or monasteries, u we learn from the fables of the Pancka 
Tantra ; select their prie1tB from among the children of all branches of 
the community; have preaerved for their sacred language the Pali or 
Prakrit, a dialect closely resembling the Magadhi or vernacular tongue 
of South Bahar ; have nearly the aame traditional chronology for the 
origin of the two sects ; do not eat after sunset, and sweep the spot on 
which they sit down from their regard fur the preservation of aoimai life. 
Both aect& agree too in holding the doctrine of eternal atoms, which ate 
the elements, earth, water, fire, and air; and which become the world:a 
cause when in a state of aggregation, and of its dissolution when univer
sally oeparated. This opinion they maintain in common with the Vaise
skilia 1chool of Hindu philosophy, of whit:h Kanada is the author; and 
which is controverted by the more orthodox opinions of the V edantit or 
the followers of the Mimansa philosophy. Though this information, re• 
garding their early opinions, is obtained from the controversial disquisi
tions of their Brahmanical adversaries, it is essentially correct; and such 
opinions are perhap1 ttlOl'e original than those now prevailing among the 
Bauddhas of Nepal; who, according to Mr. Hodgson, admit the Pancha. 
Blauta or five elements, of which the five DAyani or cele11tial Buddhaa 

7 ll 
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are personifications. The Nepalese also admit hfana1a and Dharma, 
or the sentient principle and condition of merit, as the sixth Dhyani 
Buddha, but as these last do not appear to have been admitted by the 
earlier Bauddha sectaries in India, nor were such opinions mixed up with 
the Safoa and Sakta ritual in Nepal, until a later period, we should be 
cautious in drawing the inference that such were parts of original practi
cal Buddhism ; and the conclusion seems more rational that such Tantra 
rites and symbols were grafted on Bauddha speculation, as was the case 
we know with the Gyut, the seventh and last portion of the Kah- Gyur 
or great scriptural collection of Tibet. The first volume of thi3 portion 
was introduced from the north it is said, into India, during the tenth 
century, and into Tibet during the eleventh." • 

Succeeding these observations we find an analysis of the character of 
various sculptures, met within three separate classes of caves at Ellora, 
called the northern, middle,,and southern. The first range consisting of 
the Adi-11atha, Jaggannatlia, Parishra11ia, and Indra Sahlias, with 
some minor excavations now nearly filled up with earth, have been called 
Bauddha or Jaina by Mr. Erskine. To these succeed the Dumar-lena 
Jan-wassa, Kumarwara, Ghana, Nilka'lltha, Rmneswara, Kailas, Dai 
.Avatar, and Riklr. Ravan, which have been thought Brahmanical works, 
and belonging to this religion. The last or southern range, consisting of 
the Tin-loka or Tin-tala, the Do-tala or Dukhyaghar, Viawakarma, 
and the group of caves, called Dehreh-wara, are purely Bauddha ones, 
and similar to those of Kanari and Kar/i." 

Of the individual excavations Kailasa is thus decribed :-"It is the 
moat extensive and wonderful structure at Ellora, consisting of a Pagoda in 
t'orm of a cone, about one hundred feet high, standing in a vast area of 
nearly four hundred feet in depth, and connected by two bridges and ela
borate sculptures on an elegant portico; the upper story of which, rising 
above the gateway, contains the Nandi (Siva's bull,) and appears to have 
been intended as a room for the accommodation of the band of musicians 
that attended at great festivals. On passing the gateway below, the visi
tor enters the area, and proceeding under a small bridge comes to a solid 
square mass of stone; the sides of which are sculptured with various 
figures, and support a room above, connected with the balcony of the 

• See Analy1i1 ofthe Kah-Gyur, by H. H. Wilson. Journal A. S. vol. I. 
p. 386. 
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gateway. The western face of this basement has a sculptured representa
tion of what the Brahmans call Lakshmi seated on the lotus, and wateud 
by the trunks of two elephants, similar to a sculpture of the same goddess 
from Mahamalaiapur, given by Dr. Babington in plate VIII of hi3 report 
on these interesting structures. Brahmanical identification of this sculp
ture, as the Sakti among Saiva figures, would show how nearly the 
original creed of Bauddhas and Brahmans approached each other ; and 
though most of the sculptures of Kailasa belong, as will be seen, to the 
favored religious sectarism of Siva, the statue of the goddess is here re
presented agreeably to Bauddha ideas, which recognize the female divini
ty, Adi-Prajna, or Adi- Dharma, as symbolized by the lotus, or yoni; 
and manifested in Nepal as (jalsa-rupa) or the form of water.• On 
either side of this figure the passage opens right and left into the area, 
where are standing stone statues of two elephants, one of which is head
less. Having passed these we are conducted to a second passage under 
another small bridge, that connects the upper room of the stone base
ment before mentioned with the body and upper story of the 
great temple. Two gigantic statues, similar to the usual representa
tions of Buddha, are to be seen under the bridge at the second passage, 
and are usually named Raja Bhoja and Gkatotkac!ta; the latter of 
whom is mentioned, by the Maliabharat, as the natural brother of the 
Pandus. Two flights of steps lead from the first passage to the upper 
room which contains the Nandi, and is furnished with two doors and 
two windows. Opposite the latter there are two stone obelisks rising 
from the area below, and from this room, which is on a level with 
three small apartments over the gateway, the visitor may cross over the 
second bridge, and enter, ( by a handsome open portico raised on lion 
pillars,) the grand apartment of the temple, which is supported by two 
rows of pillars. Two projecting portions, or balconie3 from the latter. 
appear to have been once connected, by a bridge, with smaller temple1 
in the upper part of the scarped rock that encloses the area below. 
The hall of the great temple is about sixty six feet by fifty five in mea
surement, and the height of the ceiling "Yarie'J from sixteen to seventeen 

• Mr Hodg1on'a Notes on his aketch of Buddhism. Trana. R. A. S. vol. 11 
page 249-253. In pl11les XXI I and XXX of the Ajanla drawings, women are 
represented pouring water over the devotees, lo remind them, H appean, of 
this essential principle of their faith. 
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fetJL At the eastern e._d a doorway leads to a recesa containing the 
linga ; and the o.uter wall of the temple is sculptured with a profusion 
~f imagery descriptive of a battle, which refers, as would appear, to the 
war of the Kurava.s and Pandu1, the theme of the Mahabharat. In
teriorly a doorway, on each side of the recess containing the linga, leads 
to an open platform, where five smaller chapels rise in the form of a pyra
~id, and are elaborately sculptured with figures of the Hindu mythology, 
but contain no lffiga.s. 

Words canno.t well convey an idea of this ~agnificent structure ; on 
the right and left of which are several smaller excavations, in the upper 
part of the rock enclQSing the area; and in rear of the temple, level with 
its base, three colonnades consisting of a single row of pillars, and cor
responding pilasters, are seen between it and the northern, eastern, and 
southeru s.carp.s of the rock. Here between the pilasters, in the several 
compartmel\tS. are sculptured so many figures of the dift'erent divinities, 
as if they -were meant to represe1;1t tb,e whole of the Hindu Pantheon. 
Those in the northern colonnade. distributed in twelve compartments, 
are dedicated to the Saiva faith, and intended to represent its superiority 
to tha~ of Vishnu.. It is scarcely necessary here to enumerate the cha
racter of the several figures, as othen have already do.ne so, thQugh not 
quite correctly ; and I may satisfy myself and the rea~ by only allud
ing to some of the principal. The first on this aide is the linga, sur
mounted by nine heads, which are those of the demon Ravana .support
ing the symbol, and who is said to have been so devoted a follower of 
Siva as to yield up nine Qfhis heads to the service oft.llis deity, and was 
about to sacrifice the tellth, that he migh~ obtain immortality a,nd U.W. 
versal dominion. The re~ink figure111 e.re chiefly -varioua represeB'8-
iions of Siva and Parvati; llum.ber seveat/a is a B}¥Lkta, or follower of 
this deity; and the twelfth one represents Sioa issuing from the primi
tive lingii, ( pillar of radiance,) when he revealed himself to his consort 
Parvau o.r Cli.andl, to slay the demons Cli.anda and Manda, who, 
through a boon granted by the divine i;uothers, had become so powerful 
as to fill v,:ith alarm the three worlds ; and who, though once subdued 
by Devi, were now exalted beyond her might. In the eastern colon
nade there are niDeteen compartments, cQntaining figures that are also 
chiefly repredentations of Siva's aTJatars. ln the second he has assum
ed. the form of Virahlµulru. to destroy as appears Daluli.u.'~ sacri-
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fice ; though the Brahman attendants call this the destruction of Tripara 
Amr,• one of the three demons destroyed by Maheswara. In the 
&ucceeding one the aame deity, as an archer, is standing on a cbario• 
drawn by horses; and with his upper left hand holds the extended bow, 
while the lower and third Und, OD the opposite aide, aupporta the trident. 
An elegant sketch of bQth figures has been given by Captain Grindlay, 
who calls the latter Jagadkmatha, meaning nothing more than the 
bearer of l"ictory; but which is here a representation of Siva going to 
battle against Jalandhara, as related in the Padm:1 Purana; and of 
which the legend will be found in Colunel Kennedy's work on Hindu my
thology .t The si.xtA compartment contains a figure of Vishnu in the 
form of Narasinha, or a man lion, destruying the demon Hiranga!t.anpa. 
From the ttDeifth to the nineteenth companment, SifJa appears in his 
character of eight .Bltairaflas. The sguthern colonnade contain• a 
similar number of compartments as that on the north side. In the first 
of these, a figure half male and half female, is represented with one breast, 
being the type of the two productive principles of nature, and only an
other form of Sifla, called Ardha Naris111ara. t The third compart-

• Jn all the Hindu legends regudinr the de1truclion of demons, and nri· 
ed considerably in different 1111'orkB, there would appear to be a Yeiled meaning 
or allegory, relative to the efficacy of penance and ab1traclion, or piety and vir· 
tue, raieing their votarie1 to superhuman power, hostile to the religion of the 
Vedaa, and the more recent introduction of the Saiea and Yiahnaea faith. The 
three demon• here called Tripura, having received a boon from Brahma, ob
&ained the conatruction of three citie1, and had become •o powerful u to oc
cuion diatreBB to Uiie gods. Sima wu applied to by tlte im-tala /OT tlte dea
tr11ction of the .U7JIOIU; b11t while their cb,ief adhered to virtue it wu not al
lowable that thia deity abo ... ld sl-,y lhea.t,. 7le god.a failing in their aait to 
stfJG, next applied to Vial&-; wbo, del 1114ing the demon1 by heretical opinion., 
propagated by a shaved head (or Bauddha,) dreHed in dirty clotbe1 and bold
iag in bis hand a pot and besom, brougl¥ down destruction on the inhabitants. 

·of the city of '.fl'ipKr11, who bad been initiated in the new doctrines. A1 the 
demon• through the dela1ion of Vi•h- bad tbu• abandoned piety, Si1111 .no 
longer hesitated to carry into eJFect the wiehee of the gods; and accordingly 
destroyed the Tripur11 .llnraa. Col. K:ennedy in bis Mythology hu given 
the whole of this legend from the Siva Parana, and mention• also the ver1ioo. 
of it aa rela.ted in the Bbagavata. 

t Hindi. Mythology, page 41:15. 
i The following passage, from the L.inga Purana, tr11nelated by Col Ken

nedy, in bis Hindu Mythology, will familiarize the readt'r with the variety o( 
epithets gi•en to th.e forms of SiN1 and hi1 consort Gauri, or Parvali :-

'I. 
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ment contains a figure with four heads gra~ping a pillar, and intended 
for Brahma paying his devotion to the Agni Linga. In the fourth 
one, Vishna, in the Nararinha atJatar, is tearing out the bowels of Hi
ranya Karipa; and in the succeeding one he is sculptured sleeping on 
.. ~1ha, or the:Dharanidhara of the Jain8, the serpent who supports the 
universe, and the well known representation of Vishnu as Narayana, 
who is thus addressed in the first hymn of the Athar11ana l'eda:-" Glo
rious Narayana, celestial light- Narayana, the universal spirit-Nara
yana, the supreine Brahma, to thee be veneration.-Narayana,-God of 

"Siva ia the Supreme Being, nnd Gauri i1 hie energy; Siva ia the mnle, and 
Gauri the female principle ofexiotence; Siva ia the m~aning, and Gauri the 
voice; Siya ia the day, and Gauri the night; Siva ia the sacrificer, and Gauri 
the 88crifice; Siva is the heaven, and Gauri the earth; Siva is the aea, and 
Gauri the tide; Siva ia thP tree, and Gauri the. fruit; Siva is Brahma, and Gauri 
Savitri (the wife of Brahmll)i Siva is Vi1hnu, and Gauri Lakshmi; Siva every 
male, and Gauri eVPry female being; actuality is Siva, potentially Gauri; a 
multitudino09 aparks iuue fron &re, ao multitudino09 forma of a two fold na
ture prneeecl from Sin nnd Gauri, of which the outward form ia Gauri, but 
tile spirit Siva; the 1ensea are Gauri and the power of perception !:liva ; in. 
tellectioo ia Gauri, and the intellect is Siva; the pedestal ia Gauri, and Siva 
is the lingam, the object of uoceuing worahip hymen and gods; all things of 
a feminine nature are Gauri, and all ofa muculine, Siva; the three worlds 
are but the form of Gauri, whose aool i1 Siva. Tbu1 are Siva:aod Gauri the 
cause• of all thinga, the preaener1 of thi1 universe, and tho1e to whom the 
adoralion of men ought at at all times to be devoutly addreased," 

The prototype of the same godde11, in Erypt, 1tppear1 to be Isis or Math, the 
mother goddeB&; who lik1> .llml>ica, (motherly,) or Par"ati, waa nsmed the 
muntlane habitation of Horua, or the recipient of productire power, and like 
the Hindu goddeH, ia repreaented more in her physical than astral character: 
in which latter ahe becomes the Nanaia of the .1rd-okra or Mit/&rait: aeriea of 
coin• found in the Pnojab, and wu among the Pera:an1 and Greeb, the QllUJt 
of 1&ea"e11, 1ometimn the moon and 1o~time1 the planet Venu1. Tlte geddeH 
u- (molher) of India appear• to have had appellation• eimilarto tho1e given 
to ihe Egyptian goddeaa; and ia called on the Ratl&aa, (or evolution• of form), at, 
Mahamalaiapor, B/&v"an B/&ojana ~<r-r ~Of: or the mundane veHel. She i1 

there depicted with only one breut being the maaculo-feminine principle of 
production. (See Dr. Babington'• figure• from the ea1t Bide of the RathH, 
No. 3. Tran1: R. A. S. Vol II plate XVI). Huit mu•t not anticipate con
elu1iona from facta connected with the very interestia:;g coins, which have been 
cliacovered of In.le year• in the north we1t of lodia; to the illustration of which 
I propoae to devote another volume, calculated l hope lo ahed light on the 
Hiltory and Mythology of India. 
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gods, preserver of the universe.-Narayana contemplator supreme, to 
thee be veneration.-Narayaoa the supreme veda, the great wisdom.
Narayona, thou art all things and manifestly prest>nt, to thee be nnera
tioo.-Narayaoa, from whom Brahma origin11ted, from whom Siva 
sprang.-Narayana, from wbom Indra was born, to thee be veneration.
Narayana, the sun and mooo-Narayana, light and sacri.fice-Narayana, 
visible in fire, to tht>e be veneration.-Narayaoa the object of worship, 
and the pious preceptor-Narayana, eternal emancipation, to thee be ve
neration.- Narayana, the chief end and accomplilhment and happiness of 
all-Narayana, the sun and Vishnu, to tl:ee be veneration." The seven 
heads of the Naga, or aerpent, form a canopy over the head of the re
cumbent figure, :is &Pen in the sitting images of Par1wanat/aa; and 
from its navel springs a lotus, on which Brahma sits. The whole must 
be intelligible to the reader from the substanr.e of the hymn just quoted, 
shewing how intimately the primitive notions of Bauddhas and Brah
mans were connected with the worship of the sun and sacrifice ; till 
such gave way before abstract meditation and seclusion, with a tender re
gard for animal life. The last however, as the me:m1 of obtaining eman
cipation and final felicity, yielded to the preference given to the faith 
in particular divinities, of which there are strong indications in the sculp
tures we are now contemplating. The remaining figures have chiefly 
rt>ference to the incarnations of Vi1hnu, as stated in the BhagafJata and 
Garura Puranaa, regarding which I before hazarded a conjecture that 
the adaptation of primitiTe Buddhi1m to Vaiahna11a principles bad given 
origin to the present form of the Jaina faith.• 

The sixth compartment contains a figure of Krialma attt>nded by 
cows, in his character of the cowherd of Vindravan; and which from 
its resemblance to that of the .Apollo · Nomio• of the Greeks, bears 
strong indication of a foreign origin. In the seventh, Vi1/anu ia hurl
ing from his throne the giant Bali, and traversing earth at a footstep; 
according to the legend that when the giant gave him, in his dwarf ava
tar, as much ground as he could cover in three steps, he placed his feet 
on the three worlds. V'uhnu, in the 1-'araAa avatar, or incarnation 
of a hog raising up Prithivi, or the earth, that had been 1ubmerged by the 
waters, is sculptured in the ninth compartment; and similar 1culptures 

• See page 75. 
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to those just mentioned, may be seen among Dr. Babington's drawings 
from Mahamalaiapur. The tenth compartment represents Krishna slay
ing the serpent Kaliya, that had poisoned the pure and sacred river Ya
muon, and caused the death of many of the cowherds of 'Vindravan. 
The coincidence between this legend and that of the snake at Delphi, 
killed by the Pythiu A polio, must be more than e&i!ual ; aod would lead 
ooe to conjecture that the tribe of the Yadavas, from which Kri1hna 
sprung, was a northern one, having access to the mythological legends of 
Greece.• , 

Ch3pter second is devoted to Bauddha opinions, and religious tenets 
in vsrious countries; and regarding the general principles of the Baud
dha religion, and the designation of the Bauddha sectaries, we quote the 
following. " Prior to the publication of Mr. Hodgson's essays, on 
Nepal Buddhism t much obscurity prevailed in the different accounts of 
thi11 religious system ; rendered yet more unintelligible by European 
authors having blended the physical and moral parts of it, so as to leave 
little distinction between, •hat relates to the nature of a first cause, giv
ing origin to the wvrld; and what to the vital and human soul, produced 
for the expiation of sin, or to raise man above the power of the passions, 
and the inftuence of corporeal impressions; til~ in a spirit of philoso 
pby, and true knowledge, (the -yvwatr rwv ovrwv of Pythagoras,) he 
had reached that perfection which assimilates him with Divinity. To 
clearly comprehend the subtle speculations, and over refined rnetaphy
aics of this religion, it is necessary to remember that its anthropology, 
which bad its origin with Gristoma ,or Sak1a SinAa, presents a series 
of the same human degradation and regeneration, as i11 observable in the 
periodical revolutions of the physical world. Each of the Bauddha 
achools teaches, that, at the expiration of long periods of timl', this world 
ia destroyed and reproduced; and that the living cr~atures of former 
worlds, who had not yet fully expiated their sins by abstraction of the 
mind, and mortification of the body, dying iD the .Ahluusara hrahma 

• It i1 •till more remarkable that Krishna's appellations of Govinda and 

KeHva, ~ ~;i' 1 in Sanskrit, are direct translation• of Apollo'• titles, 

lo Greek, voµ.1or Nomios (the herding), and EvxaCn1{: Eukhaites. (the 
well haired). 

t Mr. Hodgaon'1 variooa papers, A. R. Vol. xvi. p. 421, T. ll. A. S. Vol. ii, 
p. 222, and Prinaep'• Journal, Vol. iii and y, 
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Ioli.a, one of the celestial mansions, the scPne of mortal transmigration, 
return to e:ich new world; deprived of the natural effulgence, which pre· 
vented them from being affected by corporeal perceptions, or by the in
fluence of passion and n spirit of discord.• The Suttans ( aphorisma) 
of Ceylon; and the scriptures of Nepnl, relative to the origin of mankind, 
~eem uniform in their accounts; describing generative creation as a de
gradation, by successive emanations, and maintaining opinions similar to 
the Tlieosoplies of some among the Christian Gnostics; who paid con
tinual attention to the state of the soul, by meditttion on the divinity, as · 
being the source of inexhaustible love. Their science, according to Cle
mens of Alexandria, consisted of two parts; of which the first was occu
pied with divine things, considering the first cause by which all had been 
made, and without which nothing that is, can exist; examining the essence 
which penetrates and unites one substance with another: while they 
!ought to discover the powers of nature and :isked to what end they 
tended. The second part treated of human things, of the condition of 
man, of his nature, and what he ought to do and suffer; here examining 
his vices and virtues, and the means by which happiness could be attain

ed. t 
• S11ngermano, from DurmC'se nulhority, r<'go.rding the felicity and mioery 

of beings that live in thi• world, sl11les lh11t the Bnuddhas s11y, at the death of 
a mo.n, animal, o.r other living being, the soul peri~hes together with the body; 
but then, from this complete diBBulution a not.her individual springs, which 
will l:>e man, or beast, or Nat, ( celeatio.I spirits,) nccording lo the merita or 
demerits of the actions done by its 11redecessor during life. Through this suc
ce~!:ve se;iea of dinolutione and regenernliPns, all being• go on, for the 
dur11tion of one or more worlds; till, at length, they have performed such 
worh as render them worthy of the stale of Ni ban ( nirvan~, which ia the 
mo,t perfect or nil atall's; or one of quiescence as before e:splained, Snnger
m1rno's description of lhe BurmPse 1':mpire, Chapter iii, pnr. 6; also Mr. Tur
nours translations or the .llgganna Sutton of c .. ylcn; and Mr. Hodgson Oil 

Hudrlhi~m. Trans: R. A. S. Vol, ii, p. 235. 
t These characteristic opinions among the Cliristian Gnostfrs, to be met 

with in Clementia Alenndrini Stromo.fum, Lib. S(·pl. hove bet-11 Lhus en: bodied 
hy l\I. Jacques l\laller, i'h his Histnrie Criti1:ue dn Gno~l.icisme, Tome second, 
page !18. Clemens snys, "Dei ergo coitus est conLillua anim<E cura qni est 
pracrlilus cognitione, et ejus pcrpelu1 in Den occupatio per charitatem, qui 
nunqnam intermittilnr. Cullus non qni ver•alur circn res hominum, unu• 
quidem cRl qui reddit meliores: alius vero, qui in ministcrio oecupatur: me· 
Jicinaquidem corpus, philosophi11 vero 11.nimnm rcddit meliorem. Clementia 
A ll':randrini Opera, Gr1P.ce t>t Lr.tine, a FrPdC'fico Sylburgio, fol. 700. 

rn 
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The . .J/ouddha• or Saugata•, as followen of Buddha Sugata, e.re 
frequently called Na1ti'li.aa, or atheists, being disowner11 of another world; 
and t.he term Jina or Arhata, importing the subjugation of pusion, is 
used to designate the Jai11a1. The last, in refereuce to the nakedneu 
of one class, are denominated Digambaras, whiltl the less strict sect, 
"clad in white," are named Swetambara1. Buddha Muni or Ga·utama, 
the reputed founder of the Bauddha sect, is the author of Sutra1 
(aphorisms,) constituting the body of his doctrine, termed Agama; 
which, from different ceJIStructions of the text, has given rise to four 
schism~ or schools, called the Madhyamika, Yogacharya, Sautrantika, and 
Vaibashika. • The same division of these sectaries, as known to the 
Brahmanical opponents of their doctrines, exists in the Buddhism of 
Tibet,t and appears not to be materially different from the four leading 
schools of Nepal, as explained by Mr. Hodgson. In al! far as we can 
now judge, the identity of opinions among Bauddhas, in various countries, 
may be ad.nitted ; and we need not hesitate to expreS£ our belief that 
this religion is a uniform system spreading from a common source, how
ever it may ~eeui to vary, by minor di.Terence& of tenets, among particular 
people. It possesses too a body of religiolls lit~rature; which, whether 
in Ceylon, Burmah, Nepal, Tibet, China, or Japan, seems identical in its 
general principles; being more vulgar or refoed, atheistical, or theistical, 
according to the standard of speculative opinion among its followers. In 
China, Ceylon, and Burmah, the atheistical system seems prevalent, while 
in Nepal the theistical is generally ac\!epted, and is also acknowledged in 
Tibet." 

On the subject of agreement between the creeds of the Bauddha' and 
Jaina1, and the principles which distinguish the primitive followers of 
the latter, the author makes the following ob~ervations. 

"The appellation of Arhatas, (saints,) by which the more ancient of 
the Jaina sect appear to have been known, seems applic!lble to such of the 
Digambara teachers as were deified by thP.ir followers; and v.ho except 
in some minor points of doctrine, recognizing jirJa_ (life,) or 111ana1 ( the 

• 
• Mr. Colebrooke on lhe Pbiloaophy of Indian Seclarie1, Trani. R. A. B. 

Vol. i p. 5513. 

t Nolir.ea of different ayat~ms of Buddhiam, from Tibet aalhoritie1, by Ale•. 
Caoma Koro•i. Prinaep'1 Journal.. Vol. vii, 142. 
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sentient soul), distinct from Parmatma • (supreme intelligence), and 
admitting aAasa (ether), as the fifth element, were in no respect to be 
distinguished from the Bauddas, or followers of Gautama. Like the 
Christian Gnostics and followers of Saturnine, they distinguished the 
Bodlaatma, (intelligent soul,} or the 1TvEuµa and vou~, spirit and intelli
gence, from the Chaitana Atma or ;/ivxii Z:wr11er/ t (the s<ntient soul). 
Colebrooke draws the conclusion that' the Sa1·mants, distiugd-1hed from 
the Brachmanea, by Clemens Alexandrinus, in the end of the second 
century of our era, were the Gymnosophists of tlle Indians; an appella
tion that seems to him more applicable to the sect of Jina than th:.it of 
Buddha, who is said to be the author of distinct precepts, imd worship
ped as a god, on account of his distinguished virtue. :j: It does indeed 

• Mr. Colebrooke on lhe Nyaya, or dia'eclic school of Hindu philosophy, 
Trana: R. A. S. Vol. I. p. 99, and again on the Bauddha sectaries, nt page 
550; also Delamaine on the Jn ins, page 416 oflhe snme volume. It appear• 
from the analysis of lhe Kahgyur, by Professor H. H. Wilson and A lex. ('so
ma Korosi, that the Praj11a Paramita, or trnnscendenlal wisdom of"'.'iuet, like 
the Karmika syell'n of Buddhism in Nepal, teaches the existence of thl' !!hatl 
.Ryatan, or aellla of the sill •~nsea, admitting manasa u the silllh, nnd rt•eogniz
ing .llkaaa (ether), as the fifth elPml'nt, which though reckonPd by the ,J\yayi· 
kas, was disputed by the BauddhtJs, nnd even by the most primitive J<tins, 
if Mr. Colebrooke's exposition of these doctrines be correet. 8ee Prinse!>'s Jo11r· 
oal, Vol. 1. p. 377. Mr Hodgson'• quolalions in proof of his authority on 
Buddhism; in Prinsep ·a Journal. Vol V. p. 80. and Trans : R. A. S. Vol J. p. 

551. 
t Hielorie critique Du Gnoslicisme, el de son inftuence, sur Jes secles religi. 

euses et philosophiqnl'• des six primiers sieclcs de l'ere chretiene Vol I. P· 
281; and Colebro .. ke on the Jaine. Trane. R. A. S. Vol I p. 551. * Mr. Colebrooke in his account of the Jains, has overlooked one paSBage of 
Clemens, that more clearly distinguishes thrn• /rem the Bauddhus than the orie 
he has quoted. 't makes particular menti'ln of lhe Dehgop, or pyramidal al
tar covering the bnnE's of Buddha. "Brachmanes quidem eerie neque anima
tum comedunl, neque vinum b1bunl: eed aliqui quidem e~-iie, qnotidiP. eicul 
nos, eibum capiunl; nonnulli autem ex-iis ter:i • quoque die, ut Alexander 
Polyhislor in lib. de rebus lndicis. Mortem aulemcontemnunt, et vi~ere nihili 
faciunt: eredunt. enim ease rl'generationem : aliqui autem colunt Herculem et 
Panem. Qui autem ex I ndis voeantur l:iµvo1, idesthones~i ac ·11<nerandi, nudi 
totam vitam tranaigunt: Ii verilatem exercenl, et fulura pr<Edicunl, et colunt 
quandam pyramidem, sub qua existimant alieujus Dei osea reposila. Neque vero 
Gymnosophialce, nee qui dicuntur l:tµvo1, id est t1£nerandi, utentur mulierib· 
us, bGc eoim prieler oaturam el ioiquium eBSe existimant: qua de cauaa 
ee1paoa eutoa eooservant .• Virrinu autem 1uot etiam muliere. qulll dicuntvr 
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appear that the Jaina1 are particularly meant; and that the a~ct hen• in
tended were the Digambara1, who are also called Allobi, ~o?fm (ex
empt from passion,) and are so named by Col. Miles in his account of 
this religion. But both sects, who appear to have lin•d together as people 
of one religion; are indi~criminately callfd Arhatas anti Sramana1; and 
among the followers of Buddha those who have obtained superior profi
ciency in BodhiJnan (divine knowledge~ and are segregated from the 
community of monks, are styled Arhans; while the rest of the congre · 
gation are divided into titferent degrees of proficiency, and named Bhi!.-
1/iu, Sravaka, and Chailaka. The laity of the Jains engaged in secu
lar employment, and obeying the precepts of their scriptures, without 
practising ascetical devotion, are called Srat:akas; one of the appella
tions for a Bauddha proficient. Tht>ir priests too are the Saddl1us (Sa
ints), :md the Yatis, or secular instructors. The former denomination is 
of similar meaning as Arhat, corrupted in Burmah into Rahatan, and· 
applied to designate members of the monastic fraternity generally; while 
in Nepal the same class are called Bandyas, and in China Bonzes. The 
general principles of agreement in opinion between the Bauddhas and 
Jainas, disavowing the divine origin of the 'Vedas, and appealing rather 
to reason than to revelation, or authority, accompanied by a tender regard 
for the preservation of animal life, have been pointed out in the preceding 
pages; and we are now prepared to consider the extent and quality of the 
religious literature, possessed by both sect3." 

The conformity of the Uauddha principles of belief with the teuet11 
t:mght among the ancient Sabeans, is thus noticed 

" Some of the general principles of the Bauddha religion have been 
noticed in previou3 pages of this work ; so far as such were deemed ne
cessary to the better understanding of changes that. have taken place in 
Systems of Hindu beliRf; and are yet reflected, to the eye of the obser
ver, from the sc:ilptures of Ellora, Elephanta, aud Bada"lli. Various 
systems of philosophy, similar in outline and object to the G1·ecian school~, 
are known to exist among the Hindus; and the leading tenets of two of 
them, the Sankhya Darsha11as, or the numeral or rational system, are 

~Eµvai, Videntur nutem observarP crele•tia Pt per rorum oignific11lione111 
qumdam futura. predicere." The Greek appell11t1on l:Eµvai, used in the above 

paHage j9 like the Pali Sumana; meaning o.n nscelic, or devotee, and the 1ame 

a1 the Sanekrit Sramana. 
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remarkably identified with the only two pltilosuphiral scliools of the 
Bauddha religion, the 1Wadltgami'1.a and Yogacltarya. The object of 
all, however, was, by the exercise of judgment or reasoning, to discrimi
nate 8]Jiritfrom matter, Purusha from Prall.riti, or soul from nature; 
till having ascended by regular steps to perfection, the sage was able to 
distinguish the root, or plastic origin of things, from that modification 
of them which is distributive, and pertains to individual beings. It wali 
thm1 he learned to identify himself and all things with the source from 
·;:hence they came, and to which, after a life of virtuou:i penance, he wali 
doomed to return, escaping the evil of transmigration into other forms. 
Final excellence ( nisltreyas,) and deliverance from evil ( mokslta,) are 
the promised rewards of a thorough knowledge of the principles t'lught 
by this religion : but this state of felicity is, among Bauddii.as anJ Jai
nas, more commonly expressed by the term nirvana, profound calm, or 
imperturbable quiescence. • The characteristic tenet of the atheistical 
Sanllhya 1if Kapila, and of the Nepal Bauddha School, called 
by Mr. Hodgson Swabhavika, seems to be that matter is eternal and 
productive, and that God, or the intelligence of this system, is rather 
the energy of necessity and chance, than the ruling creator of the 
universe. That however which principally distinguishes its opposite, 
the theistical Sc/tool of Patanjali, is that an intelligent agent is superad
ded to elementary matter, and acknowledged as God, or Iswara; but 
who is unconcerned with good or bad deeds, and their consequenceF, 
though omniscent, and instructor of the earliest beings that had a begin
ning (the deities of mythology). t This more nt>arly perhaps identifies 
itself with the Prajnill.a Swahhavill.a t system of Nepal, than with the 

• See Mr. Colebrooke's EBBays on the atbeistical and theistical Schools of 
the Sankbya philosophy ; ancl on that of the Bauddha sect. Trans R. A. S. 
Vol. I page. !!5-566. 

t Ward's Account of the Hindus Vol I. 
:t: Swabhava, a compound of Swa (own) end bkaJJa (nature), is D1ennt to e:a:

preH that nil specific forms result from spontaneous, or instinctive creation; 
and Prnjnika, from pra (the intensitive prelir), andjna (wisdom), implies the 
material goddeH Prajna, or inlellectual energy euperadded to crude matter, 
for the pt:rposes of creation and the evolution oft bingo. In thi• it differs from 
the School of Patanjali who makes this agent, or er.ergy, laicara; while th .. 
Jli1l11aarika School, like the Brahmanital, nppnra to lehch that all material 
forms proceed from Maya (illusion), and are in action, or Praflrilti, but eman
ation• of the dei•y. "Body, (say1 the Swayambhu purana of Nepal), i1 com-
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purely theistical, or Aish1carika School, which acknowledges the self ezi1· 
tetit God, or the first intellectual e86ence, as Adi Buddha revealed by his 
own will, and immaterial in his essence. The primitive Bauddha atheisti
eal doctrine does not, a!I before noticed, admit of a triad : nor was such 
recognized by the two schools of the Sankhya, till a modification of their 
priociples, taught in the mythology of the Puranas, ascribed the origin of 
the world (Sangha), to the union of the active (Buddha), and passive 
powers of nature, • ( Dharma:) which three, in the aggregate were one 
person or deity; but distr·ibuti11e, were analogous to the ~ods Brahma, 
Vishnu, and Maheswara. This triadic doctrine is solely referable to a 

state of Pravritti, (energy and change,) or the evolution of things; and 
may, as Mr Hodgs•m remarks, be resolved into a duad, simil::.r to the 
Yin and Yan, t or the imperfect and perfect prinriples of the Chinese 
rational system, and astronomical creed of the Sabeans, and Fire wor
shippers. 

Masudi, in his meadows of gold and mines of jewels, t gives so clear 
a view of the duali•m of these doctrines, and the introduction of them 
from India into China, that I cannot better strengthen the opinions now 
given than by here quoting, and translating from Arabic, his account. 
"The religion of the Chinese," says he, " is that of ancient times, a faith 

pounded of the five l'lements. !:foul which animates it, is an l'manation from 
the sl')f,.xistent."' The last, ao we shall have occasion herea!l.n to show, ap· 
pertains rather to the modern Jainas than to the Bauddh.a~ < for, in Burmah at 
leut, it is pronounced herE'tical; and Sangermano, in his occounl of the Jaw• 
of Gautama, says," The last of these imposl"ra taught that there exiEls a Su· 
preme Being, the Creator of the world and of all things in it, and that he 
alone is worthy of all adoration. A 11 tlwse doctrine• of the si:t false gods are 
call .. J the laws c.f tbe six Deitii. demons:" Tandy's Translation of Sanger· 
mano, page Bl. 

* It would thus appear that both thf' Swabhara, and Prajnika Swabhar;ika 
Sr.ha,,/s of Buddhism, ue l'ssenfr."ly atheiHt1cal in their principks, and leach 
materialism: for, as Mr. Colebrooke observes of the Sankhya philOt1ophy, tbrse 
rqay be said to nffirm two o>ternal principles, soul and matter: though Prakriti, 
or nature, ahstrac•ed from modificatio1.s, is no other than mati..,r. See Cole. 
bro.>ke"s Observations on the Nyaya School: Trans: R. A. S. Vol: I. p. 95. 

t Tht'se are the male and female principles, the active and paHive element!, 
the tamtisa and rajastt ol tl1e Hindus, or the qualities of depra11ity and passion. 

t See his account of the Chinese, in the Arabic hi•tory called Murawwaj· 
&Z·zahab·wa·maa.din·al-j11wahir. 
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called Shami11ah, • ( Samanian,) similar to the practical deYotions of the 
Korish, prior to the advent of Islamis1ti; as they worship idols, and 
turn towards them in their prayers. 'I he intelligent among them invoke 
by prayer the creator; and place before them, as an altar or type, the 
images and idols; but the ignorant, from want of knowledge, associate 
such with the divine creator, nm! relying 011 them as his p'lrtners, think 
that adoration of these conducts them to the r11ting place of God, though, 
io their devotions, such be considered of inferior rank, and less worthy of 
worship, than the Lord God, Most High by his glory, greatness and pow
er. The worship of idols, therefore, tho::gh inferior to his praise, i~ the 
means of approaching him; and such was the cause of its beginning and 
origin, among the Chinese, through intercourse and f;.miliarity with the 
Grandees of ludia: an opinion which is prevalent both among the 
learned and unlearned of the latter country, as we have already related. 
This is the current tradition among the people of China, relative to the 
doctrine of the two principles and ,,,undanists; and though they differ and 
dispute concerning them ; yet, amidst all their rules, they adopt such part 
of their ancient law as seems best to them. Their country adjoins that of 
Soghd ( Sogdi1na ), and their tenets, as before related, are those of ~he Mo
ghaniah, ( Magians or fire worshippers,) relative to opinion!! on light and 
darkness. Previously they were a truly ignorant people, and their prin
ciples ofbehef were similar to those of the Turks; till such lime as a.fiend 
of a fire worshipper orercame tl1em by Ids opinions, and taught that 
every thing in this world, is in a state of enmity and opposition; such 
as life and death, health and sickness, light and dark.1ess, riches and po
verty, collection and division, conjunction and disjunction, sunrise and 
sunset, existence and non existence, day and night, with such like things."-

On the reputed age and origin of the two earliest Bauddha schools, 
the Madhyamika and Yogacharya, we ha,·e the fdlowing historical ob
servation. "The four schisms, or schools, to which the opinions of Bud
dha Muni, Sak.11a Sinha, or Gautama gave rise, have been noticed in 
the first part of this chapter; and the leading tenets of the Madl1yamik11 
and Yogachary'.l, with their relati,·e identity to systems of Hindu philo
sophy, have just been briefly stated. It is of some importance, however, 

• This word is derived from the Persian, Shamya ~. interpreted heaven; 

but ia e:1plained in the Dictionary called Burhani Kaatia, lo be a Syriac word 

me1ming significant light, or understanding. 
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in tracing the rise and progreH of Buddhism, to ascertain about what 
peri0tl these schools originated, The third convocation of the Bauddha 
priesthood, according to the authority of the Ceylon scriptures, took 
place in the reign of Dharma Asoka; but agreeably to the Tibet books 
it is assigned to the time of Kanisha, a king of Northern India, reign
ing about four hundred years after the d~ath of Sakya. At this time 
however, his followers had separated themselves into eighteen sects, un
der the four principal divisions already rt>corded: and from v.hat is relat
ed in the biographical account of Nagmjuna, who is the reputed author 
of the 1Jladltyamika, it appears, that, as an orthodox follower of Buddha, 
he denounced the six Arliatas, or mortal predecessors of Gautama, who 
are recognized both in China, Tibet, :md Nepal. Our knowledge of this 
fact rests on Mr. Tumour's translation of a passage of the Raja Taran
gini, a histo1·y of Ka~hmir, which has been differently interpreted by 
Professor Horace Wilson. I :im disposed, however, to prefer the former ; 
as from what I ha,·e been able to ascertain of the origin of the Jainas from 
the JJau.ddha sect, and the consequent derivation of their sacred language, 
the Prakrit from Pali, their separation seems to have taken place 
about the time of Nagarjuna, and to hove originated in some such dif
ference of opinion as gave a preference to Kasyapa, the Brahmanical 
predecessor of Gautama, and made him the author of a system of religion 
which wes once common to both. 

Nagarjuna, the same as Nagalena of the Pali work callt!d Milin
dapanno, was, as would appear, a Bauddha hierarch, who lived B. C. 
43. He is celebrated for a controversy on the subject of bis religion, with 
Milindo, the Raja of Saga/a, a city well known to Greek history, and 
otherwise named Euthymedia or Eutllydemia, having been so called 
in honor of the Bactrian king Euthydemus; who, after successfully 
directing an insurrection in Bactria, against the Self'ucida!, pushed his con
quests into India, and established this city under his own name. • Some 
are of opinion that its Grecian appellation of Euthydemia was imposed 
on it by his so:? Demetrius; who, after his fatl.er's death, and that of 
Menander, seized on that portion of the Bactro-Indian empire which 
had been theirs. Difference of opinion too exists as t.> the particular site 
of this city, which, in the time of Alexander the Great, was e11lled San
gala, and is said, in Arrian's history of India, to be situated between the 
two last river~ of the Panjab, the ancient Hydraote1, :md Hyphasi1, or 

w St'e Danville's Ancient Geography, Vol. If. p. 105. 
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the modem Ra"i and Vipasa. The town of Hurrepali, south west of 
Lahore, and distant from it somewhat more than sixty miles, has been, 
with apparent truth, identified by Mr. C. Masson, as the site of Sagala, 
which, in Alexander's time, was the capital of the Kathai, Kshatrigas; • 
and is mentioned in the Kema Parva of the Mahabarat under the name 
of Sakala. t In the latter, it is called a city of the Bahikas, otherwise 
named Aratta1; who are said to be without ritual, or religious observan
ces ; and who, as distinguished from the pure Hindus, or followers of 
the Vedas and orthodox: system, must have been Bahalikaa, Bactrians, 
or of Indo Scythian extraction. The inference, that the people of Saga
/a belonged to the latter, is rendered more certain by facts, that this city 
is mentioned, in the Parthian mansions of Isiodorus Characenu1, t as 
belonging to the Saca, or Scythians; an!l by Ferishta'11 hi3tory, and 
the Persian romances again mentioning that one of its Rajas was assist
ed by Afrasiab, in a war against the celebrated Kaikhusrau, or Cy
rus. A point of connexion, between the Graco-Bactrian kingdom 
and one of the earliest schools of Bauddha philosophy, seems thus establiah· 
ed with tolerable certainty, and the name of the city of Sago.la, Jl!et with 
in the western cave inscriptions, must afford additional proof, that the re
ligious opinions and ritual of Buddhism were not uninfluenced, in the 
north of India, by the mythology, if not the philosophy of the Greeks. 
NagarJuna's principal disciples, according to the Tibetan books, were 
Arya Deva and Buddha Palita, and though the latter may not be the 
same as the Buddha Palit of No. 23 inscription from the Buddhist tope 
at Bhilsa, the occurrence of this name, on a monument of such antiquity, 

• According to the manner of derivative• from Sanskrit, the Keba aJ of the 

latter is changed iuto Kha ~,and ther ~being always omitted in Pali word a, 

the Sanskrit appellation, for a man of the military cl111ses, Kshatriya ,.n;.,, 
thus becomes in P&li KAatya, a name not far removed from the Kathai of the 
Greeks, which seems a corruption of the original word. 

t See Prinsep's Journal for 11:137. p. 57, and Asiatic Researches. Vol. :n. 
p. 108. 

i Isiodorua wrote after the flight of Tiridatea, about A. D. 36, and men
tions the city in these, words " Hine Sacastana Sacarum Scytharum, quie et 
Paratacena, schieu: 63, obi Barda orbs, et Min urba, et Palacenti urb1, el Si
gal urbs; ubi regia Sacarum, propeque Ale.undria orbs, et non procul Ale:r.
andriopoli• urba: vici eliam 1e11," Geographiie veteri11criptore1 Gr•ci Mi· 
nores, Vol. II. 

8 13 
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should not at least pass without remark. Regarding the probable age of the 
Yogaclaarya school, the Tibetan hooks mention that the principal works 
on this system are referred to Arya Sanga, about the seventh century of 
our era. 

Two other schools of Bauddha doctrine, the Sa7ttrantika, and Vaiha
.skika, which are rather dogmatical, existed among the early sectaries of 
this religion ; and were, as Mr. Colebroke observes, anterior to the age of 
Sankara-Ackarya, and Kumarila Bkatta, the last of whom instigated a 
persecution of the Bauddh:i.s, by which they were driven from Hindusthan. 
Could the authority of Tibetan books be trusted, the origin of the last of 
these schisms would be placed iu the middle of the sixth century B. C. 
and immediate) y after the death of Gautama: but there is reason for mis· 
trusting the narrative of events related by the early Bauddha annals, 
which can only be considered authentic from the well established period 
of the Emperor Asoka. 'l'he same division of Bauddha sectaries, as 
known to their Brahmanical opponer.ts, exists among the Ilauddhas of 
Tibet, whose books mention that the Vaibhaskika consisted of four prin
cipal classes, originating with Sakya's four disciples: who are called Ra
'1.ula, Kasyapa, Upali, and Katyayana.• The latter, called iu Pali 
books Kachckayano, was an inspired saint and lawgiver, who corrected the 
inaccuracies of Panini, the father of Sanskrit grammar; and is acknow
ledged, hy the literature of Ceylon, to have heen the author of the carli- . 
est Pali grammar; from which the oldest compiled version, called the 
R11pasiddlti was composed in the Deklian. t The identity of the au
thor is, M1·. Colebrooke says, involved in the impenetrable darkness of 
mythology; :j: but if the era of Gautama be accurately 6.xed,and the early 
annals of Buddhism allowed to be authentic, the origin both of Sanskrit 
and of Pali g1·ammar must be dated six centuries Il. C : but this is a 
subject which is yet imperfectly investigated. 

Both the Sautrantika and Vaibhashika sects admit the existence of 
external objects and of internal sensations ; distinguishir.g, under the for
mer, elements, ( bhitta ), and things appertaining theretr, ( bha?ltika) 
which are organ3 and sensible qualities. They reckon, under the latter, 

• See notices of different systems of Buddhism, extracted from the Tibetan 
authoriti<'s by Alex. C. Koros. Prinsep's Journal for 1838. p. 143. 

t Introduction to .Mr. Tumour's tr11nslation of the Mnhawanso, page XXV, 
t See Asiatic Resenrches: Vol. VII. p. HJ9. 
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intelligen~, ( Chita,) and what belongs thereto, chaitta. The elements 
are only four, consisting of' atoms, which when conjoined, form com
ponnd substances, or bodies, the objects of sense that are apprehended by 
individual consciousness, or' intelligence, dwelling within body. The 
VaibhashiAaa acknowledge the direct perception of exterior objects, and 
the SautrantiAas contend for the mtJdiate apprehension of them, 
through images presented to consciousness : but both are of opinion that 
obje~ts cease to exi~t when no longer perceived, and teach that, both in 
the physical and moral world, events are but a concatenation of cause and 
effect, which are unreal and momentary. A belief to the contrary, or in 
the durability of objects, ari11ea from a'Didga or error; to remove which, 
these schools maintain that the object of knowledge is the destruction of 
percipient power; by which the bound soul, (hadhnati,) associated with 
works, ( Aarman ), obtains liberation, and exemption from further trans
migration. 

Some doubt exists regarding the recorded antiquity of the Sautran
tika and Vaibhashika schools, which are, however, connected, by t~is last 
tenet, with a comparatively modern modification of them; called Karmi
Aa and YatniAa systems of Nepal. The former teaches that phenome
na are illusory, resulting only from an act of the sentient principle, (ma
naa; ) which, yet unembodied, falsely believes in their reality.• Thia 
school of Huddhism, which, in Mr. Hodgaon's opinion, admits of con-
1cious moral effort, is, he conceives, an attempt to remedy the Swah'ltafJi-

• The reader i• requested to compare on thia 1ubject Mr. Hodgson'• quota
tions on the K11rmika system, (Prinsep's Journal for 1836 p: 78,) and Mr. Cole
brooke'a observation• on the philosophy of Indian 1ectaries, Trans. R. A. S. 
Vol. Ip. 562. The following is the quotation from the Racha Bhaga11ati, gil·
en by Mr. Hodgson in proof and illustration of these opinions." The being of 
all things is derived from belief, reliance, (pntyaya,) in this order: from 
false knowledge, delusive· impressions; from delusive impressions, general 
notions; from them, particulars; from them, the six seats, (or outward objects, 
of the senses; from them, contact; from it, definite sensation and perception; 
from it, thir~tor desire; from it, emhryotic (physical) existence; from it, birth 
or actual physical existence; from it, all the distinctions of genus and wpeciea 
among animate things ; from them, decay and death, after the manner and 
period peculiar to each. Such is the proce11ion of all things into existence 
from A11idya, or delusion; and in the inverse order to that of their proceHion, 
they retrogade into non-existence. And egre11 and regreH are both Karma1, 
wherufore thi1 ~ystem is c111led Karmikn. ( Sakya to his di1ciplu in the Rech• 
Bhagaveti)'.' 
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ka denial of personality, conscious power, and wisdom, of a first cause; 
which denial necessarily results from the theory of self productive energy 
of matter, called by the Burmese dammata, or fate ; • and which leaves 
such cause without the attributes of moral power, conscious intellectual 
effort, or will. It was a sequel to the declaration of such opinion, that 
the universe was without a moral ruler, and that the change of deity 
from a state of ni"'1'itti, (quiescence,) to that of pravritti, (energy,) 
was effected without conscious intellectual power, or free will. If such 
was the state.of a first. cause, human nature was equally without a sense 
of right and wrong, and deprived of free will ; for, according t.o the phi
losophical schools of Buddhism, man became an irresponsible being, with
out the power or will of effecting his eternal happiness. To remove this 
objection, however, to the atheism of Bauddha doctrines, which had linked 
the physical origin of a firs* cause with the phenomena of human na
ture, it was requisite to teach that every free willed man might, through 
a proper cultivation of his moral sense, and the just conduct of his under
standing. realize that external connexion between virtue and felicity, which 
none of the schools have _ever attempted to deny. The Karmili.a system 
had asserted the superiority of man's moral sense, and the Yatnika was 
produced to advocate the doctrine of his free will ; t but both seem com
paratively modern, and must have succeeded the physical theories, taught 
by the Bauddha philosophers, regarding the origin of the world and the 
nature of the first cause. That general law of material energy, or fate, 
by which one world was destroyed and another reproduced, being made 
applicable to the phenomena of human nature, primitive men were said to 
fall oft' from the perfection of their ancestors, to give themselves up to vice 
and abandon virtue, and to have their lives gradually diminished; until 
by their lust, anger, and ignorance, the physical dissolution of the world 
takes place, and human beings perish only to re-appear under new forms. :t 

• See Bangermano, chapter II pan. I. 
t The following quotation by Mr. Hodgson, on the Swabbavika doctrine, 

•howa its tendency to refer every thing to inatinct or fate; " who sharpened 
the thorn? who gave their varied forms, colon, and habits to the deer kind 
and to birda? Swabhava ! It is not according to the will (ichchha) of any; and 
if there be no desire or intention, there can be no intender or designer : Baud
dha Charitra," Prinsep'• Journal, 1836. page 73. 

t Compare this with the general principle• of the Bauddha religion, aniioun· 
ced in the first pvt of thi1 analy11i1, page 1:18. 
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The opinion that theae schools are of modem origin, is strengthened by 
the connexion of the Karmika system with some of the leading doctrine& 
of the Jaina sectaries; who teach that the duration of punishment, or re
ward, is according to the powers of the mind and senses ; and that, in pro
portion as they are held in subjection, till apathy or stoical indifference. 
be acquired by discipline, man's happiness or misery is accordingly insur
ed. The act of the sentient power (manaa,) which, through ignorance
( avidya,) maintains a belief in the reality of worldly objects, or a desire 
to maintain its union with them, can, by a higher intellectual effort, extin
guish such sentient desire; and obtain moksluz, or release from the tram
mels of existence, by the realization of true knowledge that all events 
of this,world are unreal.• Contemporary with the adoption, by the Baud
dhas, of the Karmika doctrinei;, the existence of a fifth element ( akasa ), 
having been admitted, and manas, or the sentient principle, being at tlie 
same time acknowledged as the sixth, and called TJaiaM aatwa ; these, 
together with the four original elements, are represented by the six 
Dhya11i Buddhas of the Aishwarika, or theistical school ; and to which, 
Mr. Hodgson thinks, the Karmika and Yatnika S):Stems, en the sub
ject of human nature, more naturally attach themselves ~ban to the phy
sical Swabhavika.t 

The material SwabAafJa places nature supreme, and considers it as 
Iswara, or God; but that modification of it, which unites a tranacenden
tal omniscient principle, called Prajna, with the material one, typifies 
such as the goddess Dharma ; who is the first membe1: of the Bawl-

• The reader may consult on this subject, Major Delamaine on the Karm46 
of the Jains; and what Mr. Colebrooke has written on the opinion11 of the 
Bauddh& sect. The llllter, from Bro.hmanical sources, is in direct accordance 
with Mr Hodgs~n·s quotation, No4 on the Karmika system. These two dogma
tical achools &re like the exoteric, or pnctical courae of discipline prescribed 
by Pythagoras, by which, the corpore&l parts of man's nature being mortified 
&nd subdued, Lhe intelleclu&I portion of it was filled for the conteQJplation of 
immutable truth, and union with the divine nature. 

f See note 15 on the sketch of Buddhism. These dogmatical school1 have a 
theistical tendency; and, like the Tantrika portion of the Kahgyur, almoat 
teach the doctrine of Maya, or illusion, regarding the material existence of 
things. The reader may refer to the article of this Chapter pointing out the 
a11imilation of doctrines taught by the last volume of the Nepal Tantrik.a works, 
with those of the Saiva Hindus. 

B• 
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dka triad, aod is associated with the type of nature's energy, or Bud
dha, as the second, both of which give rise to Sangha, or union, as the 
third. Dharma is here considered the plastic, or demenhl state of all 
thinga, to which is united for the production of' effects in the versatile 
worlil, the second member of the Bauddha triad or the efficient cause of 
thingii. A p't more decidedly theistical system, the Aiahwarika, re
presents int;e\lectual essence supreme, and calls it Adi Buddha; who, in 
producing effects and changes in the material world, operates through 
irecondary causes, 01· the five elements, of which the Dhyani Buddha.a 
are types; and to which are linked individual energies, named Bodhisa
twaa, operating in conjunction with passive concepti,·e principles called 
Sa.Atis. But when the deity is represented in unity, he is called Adi 
Buddha; and ha:;, according to Mr. Hodgson's quotations five bodies, 
five jnysns, and five sights, and is said to be the mukat, (crest,) of the five 
Buddhas, without partner. "' The hlt;er from its representation in the 
Phrabat, or solar foot, would appear symbolical of the solar ray ; and the 
Dehgop of the caves is but a type of the corporeal frame of the jifJe ele
ment&, or Dhyani Buddltas; which are the vehicles of the subtile person, 
or spirit, aud arc generally found represented on four sides of the Deh
gopa.s, t both in India and Nepal, the ceotre of which is supposed to be oc
cupied by the fifth Vairochana or light. 'fhe Karmika and Yatnika 
systems of Nepal have admitted the sentient principle, manaaa, as the 
sixth Dl1yani Buddha; but all these are personifications, or Buddhas 
of celestial origin. Those of mortal birth, before eoumerated, and of whom 

• Prinsep's Journal, 1836, page 85, and quotation 14. 

I The Del•gop may be cnnsidered an aggregation of the elemenll, elrected 
by the presidence of spirit, nnd, viewed as a type of elemental creation, pre· 
1enlll an analogy to the mundane egg, from which, according to the doctrines 
ol antiquity, sprung the first born of the world. In Colonel Sykes's Nolt'• 
on the religiou1, moral, and political state of ancient Jndia, (Journal of the 
R. A. S, Vol VI, page 267.) taken chiefly from the travels of the Chinese Bud
dhist priest Fn Hinn, the believers of this doctrine ue distinguished from the 
primitive followers of Sakya or Gautama, and are denominated sectari<'s, on 
partisans of .!Inda (the Egg). There seems no just ground for not considering 
this doctrine part of original Buddhism, though it may have been rejected b 
Sakya; as it is recognized in the inscription from tbe Dehgop of the Karli 
eave, and in the inscriptions from the Daudclha cnve• of Beim nnd Bajah; a 
translation of whi~h h\· m~ "ill hi' found in \'ol, l ol' thl' Sol'if'l.\•'s JournRL 
page 43>:< 
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Gautama is the last, having obtained plenary power, ctr omnipotence, 
through union with divinity, have been manifested during the different 
regenerations of the world: of which there are said to have been twelve, 
reckoning backwards from the preaent kappo, or creation, in which four 
Buddhas have already appeared and one is yet to come. 

The Buddhas acknowledge three different kinds of being~, the mate
rial and generative, ( J(ama;) the material, not procreating by the usual 
laws, ( rupa;) and the immaterial, ( arupa,) who do ~ot generate 
at all. The firdt order of beings including mankind and genii, (Nath, •) 
ascend according to their good or evil conduct, by progressive transmi
grations to states of final beatitude, (nirvana,) where they are exempt 
from further change, or are doomed to pain and punishruent in the 
mansions of the demons, or by repeated worldly transmigration into 
the bodies of inferior animals. The virtuous, through the merit of 
their actions, when finally emancipated from existence, are transported 
to the bhuvanas of Buddha, while the wicked are hurried to the six 
abodes of the Daityas or Nrtraka, the hell for sinners, fabled to be 
below the world of waters, (Jalakand,) which support the earth. Man
kind and their protecting genii (Nath,) occupy the earth, and atmospheric 
region above it; which last is variously divided into bhuvanas, or mansions, 
called by the Ceylon scriptures the Deva-lokas. Above these are the 
three bhuvanas of Mahrideva, the six of Vishnu, aud the eighteen of 
Braltma; which are the places of the visible gods, or of those celestial 
physical causes, or beings, which are destined, at the disaolution of worlds, 
to be the germs of future ones. Above all are the Buddha bhuvana1, 
of which the Agnishta is the highest, and the abode of Adi Buddha. 
Below it, some accounts place ten, and others thirteen bhuvanas, inhabit
ed by the emancipated Arkatas, Bodhisatwas, or faithful followers of 
Buddha, who have passed into a stat.e of nirvana; where from.finite they 
become infinite beings, and the same" with divinity." 

In the following account of the Bauddha system of Cosmography, As
tronomy, and Astrology, we are made acquainted with the origin of the 

•Col. Sykes, in his notes on the religious, morol, and, political st11te of an· 
cient India, (Journal R. A. S. page ~8!) Vol VJ) seems to think that the 
worship of the Hindu De'Datas and ofthe Naths, or spirits, is a corruption or 
original Buddhism; but the inacriptions of Western India and the D'luddha 
acriptures of Nepal and Ceylon prove the contrary to he the fact, and that thi• 
w~rship was part of the original syllem. 
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religious principles of Buddhism ; which, connected with systems of side
real astrology, and the worship of the planetary powers, will explain to 
us why these principles assimilate with tenets taught among the ancient 
Sabeans. "Bauddha opinions, regarding the generating inftuencc of the 
atmospheric region and mansion of the planets, have been explained in 
the previous pages ; and, as has been shewn, this intermediate aerial 
space, peopled with genii, or the Nath, possesses the power of secondary 
causes in the business of creation. The sun, moon and stars, here illu
minate the world, divide day from night, distinguish the seasons, and 
indicate good or evil to mankind. '* This belief inculcates that malignant 
/Jeings ezist inimical to man, while other benevolent genii exercise their 
influence in protecting him, and hence originates the practice of propitiat
ing the latter, or averting the malignancy of the former, by the astrolo
gical worship of the Bali, or nine planets. t Besides the seven heavenly 
constellations, the Bauddhas reckon the aseending nodes, Rahu and 
Ketu, as two others ; which are invoked, with offerings and song, in cases 
of sickneB!I or important undertakings in life. We are yet little informed 
on the subject of their astronomical system; but from what Sangermano 
mentions of the Burmese notions, it appears not materially different from 
that of the J ainas, excepting that the progressive falling downwards of the 
earth in space, and the existence of two suns, two moons, and two sets of 
planets, for the northern and southern quarters, form no part of Bauddha 
astronomical belief. It is maintained, however, that mount Meru exists in 
the middle of the earth, encircled by seven ranges of hills, between which 
are seven rivers, and that the sun, and moon, and planets revolve round 
it, in parallel orbits; illuminating successively four great islands; of which 
Jambu-dwipa, or India, is the southern one. The different faces of 
mount Meru, toward the four cardinal p9ints, rellect the solar beams of 
various colours, and communicate such respectively to the islands and 

• Sangermano Chap. Ill. para. 14. 
t See Mr. Upham's account of the Bo.Ii in Ceylon, chap. x. This aystem of 

sidereal astrology, called in Ceylon Baliah, or the worship of the planetary 
powers above, is similar in all respects to the Syrian idolatry of worshipping 
and propitiating the Balim, or host of heaver:, which protected and influenced 
mankind in health and sickneu.. These are the spirits of the stars, the Zt1-
fPOO'f//A"' or the sentinels of heaven; and, in the Greek inscriptions which 
I c~pied from the gate of the great mosque at Damascus, (once a Christian 
church, !!nd previously a heathen temple,) they are called" the things ofeter• 
eity, and of uncontrolled power in every period of birth and generation." 
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inhabitants of these quarters. Neither Bauddhas nor Brahmans agree 
about the particular colours of the different faces; though they generally 
enumerate them white on the east, yellow on the south, green or black 
on the west, and red on the north. "' Four kings of the Natli are said to 
preside over these quarters ; with whom, as types of the elements and of 
colour, the Dhyani Buddhas seem to have an analogy ; as Akslwbhya, 
who occupies the eastern niche of the Dehgop, is described of a blue co
lour, and Ratnasambhava, on the southern, is said to be yellow or golden.f 
A round the summit of mount Meru is arranged the Bhuvana of Indra, 
or the Tat1atinsa heai,en; where flourishes the sacred tree Kalpa.vriksha, 
granting every desire. The Lokapalas, or eight regents of the heavenly 
quarterF, worshipped by the Bauddhas and Jains, are with the elephant of 
Indra, inhabitants of this celestial mansion: in which the Nath <1nd spirits 
of the good, not yet joined to divinity in 11irvana, shining by their own 
light, need not that of the sun. t 

The Bauddhas have a system of solar Zodiacs, analogous to ours ; 
wherein the names of the twehc constclhitions m:rnifest their connexion 
with the Greek and Arab schemes of the Zodiac originally derived per
haps from the Cltaldeans. An annual movement of the sun and planets 
is admitted, in addition to their diurnal motion; and a gradual declination 
of them, 11orth or south, producing the various seasons, is taught with 
the hypothesis, that there are three distinct paths in the heavens, an inner, 
middle, and outer. The inner corresponds to our summer solstice, or 
the tropic of Cancer ; the middle to our t•quinox, or the equator; ;.nd the 
outer to our winter solstice, or the tropic of Capricorn. The inner part 
is said to be nearest mount JJferu, and corresponds with the hot 11eason ; 
the middle to the rainy ; and the outward, farthest removed, to the cold, 
when the sun is most distant. They are otherwise mmed the paths of 
the goat, ox, and elephant ; and as the latter animal delights in cold and 

•See Vishnu Purana, trnnslated by \Vilson, 4to nt note 2, page 167. 
t Hodgeon's sketch of Buddhism, Trnns. R. A. S. Vol. II page 1!30. and the 

nole at page 20 of the originnl work. 
t The ancients supposed human souls were invested after death with a eub

tile body, which was inseparable from it, until the time of its final exemption 
from transmigr11tion; and this they coiled the owµu a~roiiiJE!; or luciform 
body, spoken of by the Ne1v Platonists, or Chri•tian writers of the fourth 
nnd fifth centuries, who repealed the tenf.'ts of Pythagorns and Plato. See Cole
brooke'a translation of the Sankhya Karika, pllge 136. 

14 
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damp place5, he appears to have been selected to distinguish the season 
when the sun, passing to the south, brings the termination of rain and 
the production of cold. 

The third chapter contains tran~lations of the cave inscriptions, which 
shew their connex10n with the Bauddha religion, and those abstract prin
ciples of metaphysica\ belief that constitute the original system. The 
following i~ an extract, "The more intimately we become acquainted with 
the principles of the Bauddha religion, the atronger will be our con\'ic
tion, that such principles have their origin in physical and metaphysical 
opinions, on the subject of a first cause, made applicable to explain the 
phenomena of the world and of human nature, and that such opinions were 
closely connected with the worship of the heavenly bodies, and the 
Sabean i.lolatry. This Sabeism too, instead of being engrafted on the 
Bauddha system, appears to have preceded it, and to have been the 
source from whence it sprung. But whatever be the conclusion deduced, 
regarding the relative antiquity· of the two systems, their present union in 
Siam and Tartary, has been indicated by preceding observations; and the 
translated cave inscriptions will tend to establish a fact that the astro
logical belief in spirits, which commenced with the first astronomical 
observations, was early connected, in the Greek and Bauddha schools of 
philosophy, with opinions of those who essayed to explain the origin of 
the world, and the nature of that cause producing its versatile effects. 
Philo, a Jewish writer of Alexandria, acquainted wi•h the philosophical 
opinions of the Orientals and those of the Greeks, endeavoured, some 
time before the Christian era, to convince the world of the excellence 
and superiority of a secret system of knowledge, which had been long 
since founded in the bosom of the Jewish religion. Like the Bauddha 
system it taught that the retherial region was peopled with inhabitants 
of an immortal n3.ture ; some of whom kindred with the earth, and ad
dicted to its pleasures, descended to attach themselves tct other spirits, 
for which, they had a worldly desire ; but that others of them, disgusted 
with the vanities of life, considering the body as a prison, tied on light 
wings to heaven, where they passed the remainder of their existence. 
Others of them, yet more pure and excellent, disdaining all the tempta
tions that earth could offer, became the miniaters of the SUfreme God, 
and the agents of the great King, seeing all and understanding all. Sim
ilar opinions are maintained by the Bauddhas regarding the origin of 
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mankind; and Mr. Hodgson's account of this subject seems but aver
sion of what is related in Genesis, about the association of the Nephilims 
with the daughters of men;"' by which mankind, falling from their state 
of original purity, came under the dominion of the passions, and a spirit 
of discord, as already noticed in the general principles of this religion. 
The Nepal statement of the same history is that the half male and fe
male beings, inhabiting in light and purity, the Abltaswara Bltuvana, 
and who had never yet in their minds conceived the sexual desire, or 
known the distinction of sex, having eaten of the earth, at the instigation 
of Adi Buddha, lost the power of flying back to their Bltuvana, and 
were obliged to remain on earth; where they lived on its fruits, and as
sociated with each other. t This legend appears to have been taken 
from a confused idea of Mosaic history; and may have been introduced 
into the Bauddha religion when the Indian astronomers, with a know
ledge of it, framed the system of the Varah_a Kalpa. But on this head, 
and the connexion of the Bauddha religion with the worship of the sun, 
the translated inscriptions afford information; and are at least, the only 
authentic documents of antiquity, which embody primitive principles of 
the system beyond the chance of sectarial interpolation." 

Several translations of the inscriptions from the caves of western India 
are subsequently given, and establish the connexion and union of Bud
dha religious principles with those of the Sabeans and followers of Mi
thra: which union probably arose from a community of ideas that Kraha, 
the sun, or holy fire was, in his igneous essence, the same with the 
deity of creation, or Vulcan, the Haphaistos of the Greeks, the Opifez 
Mundi, or the mundane artisan, and the same as the Viswa Karma of 
the Hindus: for according to the Saiva faith of the latter, the Mithra of 
the fire worshippers is the Un.adi, or Agnilinga, the pillar of radiance of 
the Linga Purana, from which the deity first manifested himself for the 
rreation of the world. It is true indeed that the Atthahatha and Baud
dha annals of Ceylon declare the adoration of the sun and.fire lteretical: 
t but while Gautama, or Buddha, may have originally confined his 

• Genesis, Chapter VI. 

t See Hodgson'ssecond question in his Skelch of Buddhism T. R. A. S. 
Vol 11 page 234. 

t Tumour's examiuation of the Pala Buddhi~tical annal~, in Prinsep's Jour
nal, Vol VI. p. 733. 
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religious ordinances to Dhammo, (morality,) and Winayo, (discipline), 
his system was early corrupted by ifa union with the p1·inciples and prac
tice of the Sabeans and fire-worshippers. The munagram preceding in
scription No 8 Plate J. from the caves of Junir,is of constant occurrence 
on the gold coinage of Kadphises, and on the Indo Scythic, or lndo Mith
raic se1 ies of coins, from Kabul and the Punjab. Coin figure I, plate 
XXXVllI Vol l V (Prinsep's Journal page 6;30,) of this series is unique 
and of particular interest; as the king on the obverse is represented 
seated on a war charriot, similar to the chariot of the sun, while the in
scription on the reverse, reads Maha rajasa rajadatu Jina sidato, mi
tra-rato Dhimukta satha nanado, translated, of tl1e great king, the 
source of energy, Jina the e.rtablisher, the supreme emancipated Saint 
of Mithra, the preserver. The connexion of this series of coins with 
the Bauddha system of religion is yet further established by the Pali 
name of Buddha, "Satha," being found ii;i Greek on the coin fig; 13 
plate XXXV (Prinsep's Journal, Vol. V. p. 548) and written. ZA00Y 

This part of the subject is further illustrated in chapter fourth, con
taining the author's observations on the symbolical marks preceding the 
inscriptions ; and their similitude to those on coins found west of the Indus 
and in the Punjab. In the last or fifth chapter the history of Buddhism 
is traced and illustrated, whereby it appears that this religion arose out 
of the ancient Persian worship of the expanse of the firmament, under 
the name of Jove, (or the Hin du Indra,) with the deities of the sun, the 
moon, earth, fire, water and the winds, to which the Babylonian and Per
sian festival of Sakaia was dedicated and held sacred. But our analysis 
must here st.op, and those requiring further information must refer to the 
original work ; which will be soon issued from the Indian Press, to be im
mediately afterwards republished in England with additions and improve
ments. 

AaT. X.-Literary and Scientific Notices. 

We propose to devote two or three pages of the Journal, under this 
head, to ioterestng literary dissertations, from other works, on Philology, 
Palaography, Antiquities, and discoveries in Geography and Science; 
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and will foel obliged to coutributors or corrcspon4ents, who may kindly 
favour us with short analyses of information on such subjects. 

1.-Slewart's Lydian and Phrygian Inscriptions. 

Mr. John Robert Stewart, formerly of Bombay, and well known for 
his devotion to literary pursuits, who in the spring of 1837, made a tour 
from Smyrna to Constantinople, visiting the vicinity of Dongala, Naco
leia, now Sidy Ghazy, D01°ylreum, and Brussa, has lately published the 
Inscriptions, from the ancient monuments of Lydia and Phrygia, written 
in the most archaic form of the Greek letters. The words are divided, 
by points, like those of the Hamaiyaric Inscriptions of Southern Ara
bia ; and are alternately written from left to right, and from right to left. 
Mr. Stewart has not attempted to solve the meaning of these inscriptions ; 
and does not appear aware that Dr. Grotfend, in revising the observation~ 
of M. M. Letronne and Saint Martin on similar inscriptions found in 
Lycia, has partly made out the meaning of inscription No. 1. We have 
only yet been able to make a hasty examination of their contents ; ascer
taining, however, that the language used is a mixture of Persian and 
Phamician word~, recording the dedication of the stone monuments, 011 

which these inscriptions are found, to the Artai or Kabiri, signifying 
the great and powerful ones, or the Hero-gods and idols of chief note 
in Phrygia and Lydia. 

2.-Antimony and Lead mines of Beluckistan. 

Major George LeMessurier, who surveyed the route, via Sohrab and 
Bagwana, from Kelat to Sunmianni, taking the latitudes and levels 
of the country, visited the antimony mines of Seykran, near Bagwana, 
and found the antimony in chrystals of an inch square, imbedded in black 
vitrified rock. The mines appear to have been extensively worked at 
some former period ; but the want of water and fuel in the neighbourhood, 
must always prevent the successful working of these mines as a profitable 
speculation. The lead ore found was of inferior quality and small in 
quantity. 'fhere are abo mines ofinferior .copper ore, near Turkabr, but 
the exact locality is kept a secret by the people of the country. 

3.-Central Africa and Navigation of tlte Jub river. 

The river Juba or Jub, on the Suhaili coast of South Eastern Africa, 
which debouches in O. 38, south latitude, is known to he navig·ablein boah 
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for three month~; and could in all probability be made available for esta
blishing a commercial communication with the south western provinces 
of Abyssinia, and it3 capital Sho:i. Recent intelligence, from the well 
known missionary Dr. Krapt, seems to establish the practicability of navi
gating the Jub river as. far as Garague, distant from Shoa little more 
than 70 miles ; and, as the disposition of the nativei inhabiting its bauks 
would not be ini~ical to furth~r exploration of this celebrated stream, it 
behoves our Indian Government~, both for the interests of geography and 
commerce, to adopt measures for obtaining more minute and accurate in
formation than we at present possess regarding it. An iron steamer and 
i:ne of our cast off pilot brigs, or schooners, might be placed, with an 
efficient establishment at the disposal and under the direction of some 
well qualified officer of the Indian Navy, who is acquainted with this part 
of the coast; and might be willing to lend both his talents and his ener
gies for securing the success of any undertaking to navigate and explore 
this river: and for establishing: such a friendly intercourse with the na
tives of the country as might lead to permanent commercial advantages. 
Lieutenant W. Christopher, already favourably known by his geographical 
reports, and an enquiry into the present resources of Eastern Africa, is 
tloubtless well fitted for the exPcntion of :my such expedition as now pro
posed for the exploration of the J uh river. 

AaT. XL-Extracts from the Proceedings of the Society. 

At a monthly meeting of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic So-
ciety, held, in the Library rooms, on Thursday the 13th June 1844. 

The Hon. J. H. Crawford, President, in the Chair. 
Read and approved the minutes of the last meeting. 
T~e following gentleman was proposed as a member, to be ballotted for 

at the next meeting of the Society : 
W. Seton Brown, Esq. by G. Buist Esq. LL. D. seconded J. F • 

.Morier, Esq. 
N. A. Dalzell, Esq. proposed as a subscriber to the Library by Ma

nockjec Cursetjee, Esq. seconded by the Secretary, was admitted agree
ably to the regulations of the Society. 

The following donations were laid on the table: 
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To THE LrnaAnT. 

By Government, copy of General Circubr Orders passl'd hy the Sud
der Adawlut Bombr,y. 

To THE MusEuM. 

By the Rev. G. Pigott, a small collection of shells from Zanzibar and 
Aden. 

By Lieut. C. W. Montriou, I. N. skeleton, of ::n ant-cater, 11Ianis. 

This animal was given alive to Lieut. M. through the kindness of Mr. 
Ellis, C. S. Rutnagherry, but unfortunately it died after having been 
kept for fifteen days. 

•The Secretary then presented and read a paper on the history of the 
Kalhora dynasty of Sindh, by Captain James McMurdo. 

On the motion of Dr. Burnes K. H., seconded by the Hon. the Pre
sident, the thanks of the Society were \'oted to the Secretary, for the in
teresting paper presented, and it was resolved that it be published in the 
forthcoming number of the Society's Journal. 

The Secretary was a!so requested to return thanks for the vuious do
nations presented to the Society. 

The meeting then adjourned to Thursday the llth July next. 

At a monthly meeting of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, held, in the Library rooms, on Thursday the I Ith July, 1844. 

The Hon. J. H. Crawford, President, in the Chair. 
Read and approved the minutes oflast meeting. W. Seton Brown Esq. 

and C. Forbes Esq. C. S. having been ballotted for, were duly elected 
members of the Society. 

Assistant Surgeon J. Jephson, was proposed as a member by J. Morier, 
Esq. and seconded by the Secretary, to be ballotted for at the next meet
ing of the Society. 

The following communications were read:-
The Secretary submitted a circular, from the Sub-Committee of the 

Museum, suggesting that they should be empowered, in accordance with 
Art. II I, of the rules of the Museum, for the better preservation of such 
Zoological specimens as are at present suspended in the gallery of the 
Society's rooms, to transmit them to the Zoological Society of London, 
where they would be better appreciated. 
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Resolved.-That the srnse of the next meeting of the Society shall be 
taken on the subject of the above rule; whether the words, "and dispose 
of donations, "empower the curators to exchange, or give away, at their 
discretion, articles belonging to the Mu~eum, without the previous sanc
t:on of a monthly meeting of the Society. 

Read, a letter from M. M. Ettiene d' Quatremere, dated Paris, 6th 
May 1844, acknowledging the receipt of the Secretary's letter, intimating 
his election as an Honorary Member of the i;:ociety, and conveying his 
thanks for the distinction thus conferred on him by the Society. 

Read, a letter from Ch3s. C. Rafn, Secretary to the Royal Society 
of Northern Antiquarians, dated Copenhagen, 5th October 1843, intimat
the SC'ciety had presented to the Bombay Asiatic Society, a copy of theil' 
memoirs, from 1840 to 1843; requesting, at the same time, that the other 
parcels enclosed in the packet, and addressed to individuals, might be 
transmitted accordiugly. 

Resolved-That the Secretary be directed to 1·eturn thanks for the 
donation, and that the parcels adverted to in Mr. R's letter, be duly for
warded by the Secretary. 

The following donations were laid on the table: 

To THE LIBRARY. 

By Government, copy of Meteorological Obsen·ations kept at MRdras 
from the year 1822 to 1843. 

lly the Royal Society of Northern Antiquarians, Memoires de la 80-

ciete Royale des Antiquaires du nord, 1840-1843. Section Asiatique. 
Specimens of Glyphography or engraved drawings from the copper 

surfaced blocks, by the Patentee, Mr. Palmer, were submitted to the 
meeting, with an intimation that Major T. B. Jervis, F. R. S. had been 
appointed sole agent for India and China, to receive orders from Societies 
and other public bodies desirous of illustrating publications, on Literature 
or Science, by this cheap mode of engraving. 

To THE MusEuM. 

An Hippocampus, from Viziadroog, by Lieut. C. W. Montriou, I. N. 
A Turittella, by Lieut. Christopher, I. N. 
A Collection of Specimens of rocks and shells, fossil and recent, from 
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various places in England and Ireland: including a aeriea of the plao1 of 
the coal measures, were presented by Professor Orlebar. 

The Secretary then presented, and read the following papers to the 
Society. 

•lat. An account of the temple of Somnath, translated by the Secre
tary from the Pnsian of the Appendix to the Mirat AAmedi, to which ia 
added a translation, from Sarskrit into English, of an inscription at Pat
tan Somnatk, relative to the restoration of the temple in Samvat. 127~. 
A. D, 1215, by W. H. Wathen Esq. 

2nd. A discourse on the form of the earth, or the science of Geo
graphy, being the introductory chapter of the Nazkat·al-Mu1ktaA, or 
amusement for those requiring it, in an acrount of great towns, countries, 
provinces, islands, cities, and quarters of the world, by El-Edri1i, tran1-
lated from the Arabic by the Secretary. 

Resolved, that the thanks of the Society be given for the donation• 
and papers presented. 

The meeting then adjourned to Thursday th; 8th of August next. 

At a monthly meeting of the Bombay Branch. of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, held in the Library rooms on Thursday the 8th of August, 1844. 

The Hon. J. H. Crawford, President, in the Chair. 
Read and approved the minutes of last meeting. 
A11istant Surgeon J. Jephson, proposed as a Member, was ballotted 

or and duly elected. 
William Pole Esq. propC1sed as a Member, by J. HarkneSB Esq. 11e

conded by A. B. Orleba.r Esq., and W. Acland Esq. proposed by A. S. 
Le Mesaurier Esq. seconded by Colonel G. R. Jervis, to be ballott.ed for 
at the next meeting of the Society. 

The following motion, of which due notice was given, was then aub

mitted. 
"That the sense of the next meeting of the Society be taken, whether 

the words, " and dispose of donations," as specified in A RT. III. of the 
rules of the Museum, empower the curators to exchange, or give awa7 
at their discretion, articles belonging to the Museum, without the previou 
sanction of a monthly meeting of the Society.'' 

It was thereon J'ellOlved-
That such transfer shall be left at the discretion of the curaton, 1acl 
9 16 
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recorded in the proceedings of the succeeding monthly meeting. 
The following donations were laid on the table-

To THE LtBHAhY. 

From the Government of Fort Saint George, through the Go,·ernment 
of Bombay, the 6th \'olume of the .Madras Astronomical Observations 
recently published at that Presidency. 

From the Government of Bombay; No. VJ. Transactions of the Me
dical and Physical Society of Bombay. 

From J. J. Waterston Esq. a few volumes of the Civil Engineer's and 
Architect's Journal's. 

From Captain Postans, through Messrs. Frith and Co. Copy of a 
lithographed drawing of the celebrated temple of Somnath. 

To THE MusEUlt. 

The capital of a column, and two broken female images, from Zenobia 
on the Euphrates, by Lieut. C. D· Campbell, I. N. The capital is from 
a double line of columns which formed the sides of a road leading from 
gateway to gateway in a fortified enclosure. The figures were corner sup
ports in a square stone edifice with vaulted roofs. The pla.ce has been 
termed " Zenobia" by the expedition, und~r the supposition that it was 
built by the Queen of Palmyra; also, a large collection of shells, and 
some Eehindre from Aden, by Captain S. Young I. N. were presented 
through A. B. Orlebar Esq. 

The Secretary then read the following communications to the meet
ting: 

lst. A letter, from the Secretary to Government in the General De
partment, dated the 2nd instant, accompanying copy of a dispatch (No. 23, 
dated 3 lst May last,) from the Hon. the Court of Directors, encloied with 
a communication from the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and 
Ireland, relative to the preservation of the " Cave temples of India," and 
the desired execution of correct drawings of the fresco paintings found 
therein. In this letter the Hon. the Governor in Council expressed a 
hope that the Society would co-operate with Government in carrying out 
the objects of the lion. Court and the Parent Society. 

It was thereon resolved that the secretary be instructed to write, in 
~ply, that the Society is ready to co-operate with Government in any 
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way it may point out for obtaining copies of the drawings specified in the 
letter of the Hon. the Court of Directors, or in carrying out a plan for 
preserving from decay, the sculptures and inscriptions in the Caves of 
Western India. The Secretary, at the same time, noticed that the litho
graphy of the fresco drawings, copied for Mr. '\'a then, from the Caves 
of Ajanta, was now completed, along with copies of the inscriptions from 
Kanari, Karli, Beira, Bajah, Mahar, Junir, Ajanta, and Nassick, which 
he had translated, and expected to publish about November next. 

• 2nd. Two ancient inscriptions, on copper, in the Cave character, 
translated into English by Ball Gungadhur Shastree ERq. and accom
panied by a letter from him relative to the probable dates of the grants. 
The first of these, now in possession of the Secretary, which, with the 
Devanagri transcript, had been handed over to B. Gungadhur Shastree 
Esq, is a grant of the village Aland on the B\oiima, to the sons of LakRh
mana Swami, of the family of Kanshika, by ri.~hnuarddhana, son of 
Kirti Vanna, son of Hana Vikrama, of the Chalukya family, claiming 
descent from the lunar race, and former\ y ruling c;>ver the Kuntala Desha, 
of which Kaliani, in the Dekhan, was the capital. It is dated in the eighth 
year of the King; and, as Vishnuvarddhana is herein called the nephew 
of Palakeshi Vallabha, whose date is well known from many grants, the 
present one cannot lie lat.er thau A. D. 733, and may be as early as the 
beginning of the sixth century. 

The original of the other grant, also in the Cave character, and in the 
possession of Narsoo llhalu of Nandgoan, in the Northern .Konkan, be
longs to the same family of the Chalukyas; being in the name of Kirti 
V llrma Raja, so::? of Palakeshi l'al/abha, who conquered 'the kingdoms of 
Cher11, Chola, and Pandya, or Mysore, Tanjorc, and Madura. It is'Without 
<late, but the land was granted for the support of the worshippers of 
Kapiliswara, or Sit•a, as ·.-. orshippcd by the Kapilas, a sect allied to the 
Bauddhas, and who, as devotees of the skull necklace, are represented, as 
associated with them, liy the sculptures of the caves of Ellora. 

The Sccrt>tary was directed to return thanks to the re8pective donors, 
and the meeting adjourm•d to Thursday the 12th of September next. 

At a monthly meeting of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
society, held in the Library rooms on Thursd11.y the 12th September 184·1. 

James Burnes, K. H. F. R. S. Vice President, in the C'hair. 
Read and approved the minutes of last meeting. 
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Professor Wm. Pole f'. R. A. S. and W. Acland Esq. proposed H 

Members, were ballotted for and duly elected. 
The following papers were laid before the meeting by Dr. Buist : 
• 1st A paper on the Runic monuments found in Scotland and Ireland, 

and not known to exist in·any other part of the world. These consist, 
for the most part, of magnificently aculptured crosse1, ornamented with 
representations of hunting, and of battle scenes, of religious processions, 
&c. Many of the nnimals represented on them, such as elephants, lions, 
monkey• &c.11re obviously Oriental. Some of the figures are apparently 
hieroglyphical, though their meaning is unknown. , The attire and occu
pation1 of the individuals represented throw a considerable light on the 
manners of a period to which written history does not extend. The ob
ject of laying the paper before the Society was to endeavour to elicit in· 
formation on the subject, by inducing a search after analogous relics, if 
any auch exist in India. 

2nd A paper on the use of Mr. Adie's Barometer, with some sugges
tions for an improvement in its structure, so as to render it less liable to 
accidents in tropical climates : with sugg(,stions, for the improvement of the 
marine Barometer, so aa to increase the delicacy of ita readings and adapt 
it either for sea or land purposes; and a notice of an improvement, suggest
ed by Dr. Glen, on the syph.>n Barometer, so as to adjllllt the scale at 
once, and get rid of double readings. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to Dr. Buist for th~ papers ; and 
it was resolved-that they be published in an early number of the Soci
ety's Journal, with such illustrations as mny be found practicable. 

The following donations were laid on the table : 

To THE L1aa.&nY. 

I. By Government two lithographed copies of the Mahratta translation 
of the Mithakshara and Dhyaya Bhag. 

2. From Mr.Shirra, through Messrs. Forbes and Co. Copy of the Maul
mein Almanac and Directory, and general commercial trade list, for 
1844, accompanied by a map ofMaulmein and its environs. 

3. By the Bombay Geographical Society, its Transactions from Septem
ber 1841, to May 1844. 

4. By C. J. Erskine Esq. through the Rev. J. M. Mitchell, the follow-
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ing Sanskrit M. i;, S. Linga Purana, GarudaPurana, Devi l\Iahatmya 
from the Markandeya Purana, Parashara Upa-Purana. 

To THE MusEu111. 

I. By Major General Sir H. Pottinger, Bart, G. C. B. A number ohery 
curious Chinese figures, carved in wood, l't'presenting the imaginary 
rewards :md pu11ishments of a future state. The collection consists of 
exact copies of the originals; which were formed of clay, and taken, 
during the campaign of 1841-42, from a :euddhist temple at Yenyaon, 
a city in the province of Cheakiang, in China. 

2. Dy Major General Sir H. Pottinger, Dart., G. C. B. A tablet of wood 
richly carved, and ornamented, in honor of the Emperor of China, taken 
from a Jos house near the the city of Chinkeangfoo. 'fhe following 
ill a translati;,n of the inscription it bears: 
'' A thousand times ten thousand years ! may the Emperor live ten 
thousand times ten thousand years" 

3. By E. E. Elliott Esq. A small collection of shells, and a fine speci
men of dog-tooth spar. 

4. By C. B. Skinner Esq. Twelve bottles of snakes, fishes, insectJ, & c. 
5. By Captain J. Young I. N. Specimen~ offtying fish from the Arabian 

Coast. 
6. By Dr. Leith; Specimens of A pophyllite &c. from the Deccan. 

The best thanks of the Society were voted to the respective donors. 
The meeting then adjourned to Thursday the 10th October next. 

9• 
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