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ART. I.— Preliminary observations on a Document giving an
Account of the Establishment of a New Village named Murida,
in Southern Konkana. By Ra'o Sa’HEB VisHVANA'TH
Na’Ra’va’N ManpLik.

Read at 8 Meeting of the B. B. R. Asiatic Society on the 8th February, 1865.

I prEsenT the Society this day with a Translation of a Mardth{
document, which gives an account of the establishment of a new
village in Southern Konkana, named Murida. The original of the
copy, which I also present, is in the possession of a Brihmapa family
surnamed Vais'ampdyanas, who are the Dharmidhik4ris,* or the chief
moral and religious censors of the place. After this was obtained, I
succeeded in getting a’ second copy of the same narrative, with a few
unimportant variations.

The language of this document is somewhat different from the

® Dharmddhikdri is the person discharging the duties of Dharmddhikarana,
which is ¢ the office of watching over morals and menners, of enforeing observ-
aoce of the ordinances of religion,” &c. This office is higher than that of
Upddhydya or the priest whose duty it is to conduct all the sacrifices and cere-
monies. Both offices are, however, sometimes combined in one and the same person.
lras



2 ACCOUNT OF THE FOUNDING OF

modern Mardthi. It is written in the Modi or cursive character used
in official papers and in ordinary business. It approaches in style the
oldest Bakharas or Marithd chronicles, a large number of which
deserves to be perpetuated, as furnishing important materials for the
future historian of Mahirishtra. Though no date is affixed, yet
judging from the characters and the paper, it would appear to be
above two hundred years old. The name of the author is also un-
fortunately wanting. It purports to give an account of the founding of
the village of Murdda by a person from Upper India, named
Gangddharabhatta, and reputed as a Kanojd* Brihmana. Throughout
the paper, he is described as a Siddhapurusha or perfect man; by this
name he is still known in the village. His annual funeral olsequies
are still performed by his disciples, the Vais’ampéyanas, of whom there
are about six families. 'The paper further goes on to detail the various
social and religious festivals to be observed in the village throughout
the year. Many of these still obtain. Some have become obsolete,
while others have undergone a change. The principal observances, how-
ever, are still regulated according to the order laid down in this paper.
The document itself, illustrating as it does, the manmners and customs,
rites and festivals, &c., of the inhabitants of a portion of this Presi-
dency, I thought would come within the scope of the Society’s lubors,
and was worthy of being preserved as a record of institutions gradually
passing away.

Muriida is a small village on the western coast of India, in the
Ratnagiri District of the Presidency of Bombay. It is situated at a
distance of 90 miles to the south of Bombay, on 17°42’ N. Latitude, and
73°8' E. Longitude. It has 305 houses, and a population of about
1358 persons. The inhabitants may be divided into the following

* Brdhmanas are ordinarily divided into two classes, viz. the Gaudas and the
Drdvidas. Each class consists of five sub-divisions. Thus, the five Gaudds are
—(1) the Gaudas properly so called, and after whom the whole division is named,
(2) Kangjd or Kdnyakuhjds, (3) the Maithilas, (4) the Misras, and (3) the
Gurjjaras. The five Drdvidas are—(1) the Drdvidas, from whom the whole
class is s0 named, (2) Tailangas, (3) Kdirnatakas, (4) Mahdrdshiras, and (5)
Katinkanas. Steele, in his summary of Hindu castes and customs (p. 85) puts
the Sdraswatas and the Uthkalas instead of the Mis'ras and Gurjfaras amongst
the Gaudas, and substitutes the Gurjjaras for the Kaitnkanas umongst the
Drdvidas. 1 prefer the division as I have above given.
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castes :—Chittapdvana * Brihmana ; Kérdda + Brdhmana; Sonars [or
Goldsmiths] ; Kdnsars [literally workers in bell-metal, but now they
work in almost all kinds of metals except iron and gold]; Bhanddris
{or toddy-drawers]; Kunabfs [cultivators or peasants]; Lingdyata-
guravas [worshippers of §’iva, carrying a silver Lingam hung round their
necks]; Sutdras [carpenters]; Nhdvis [barbers) ; Paritas, [washermen] ;
Chamhdrs [workers in leather] ; and Mussulmans.

All the castes still follow their ancestral occupations, such as their
names imply. But the principal employment of all, including the
Bréhmanas, is agriculture and horticulture. ‘The nearest port to which
the inhabitants resort is Harpai {popularly termed Hurnee], about
12 miles to the south-west of Fort Victoria. Betelnut is the chief article
exported to Bombay, whence the inhabitants import all that they require.
Except a small bit of about 8 miles between Hurnee and the Dipdli
Sanatarium there are no good roads in the neighbourhood. Some
have heen planned and begun during the last two years.

The civil heads of this village are called the Kdrabhiris or
administrators, sometimes also called the Vartakas or leaders of the
community. They are Brdhmanas of the Chittapivana section, and
are surnamed Bélas (w1a@3) and Bigilas (In‘_r\q). There is no Pitil or
S'tidra head-man in the village. His place is supplied by these
Bréhmana Kdrabhdris. Of the village establishment of 27 officers,
mentioned by Captain Grant Duff, the following persons are not
to be found at Murdda :—viz. the blacksmith ; the Mhéra, or watch-
man ; the Mdnga, or basket-maker and executioner; the Gavandi, or

® This word is revilingly or jocosely derived from Chitd (an[,) the pyre, and

Pdrana (qrq®) or pure. The two together signifying ¢ pure from the pyre.
This rendering is based on a Puranic legend which relates that Paras'urdma,
the rixth incarnation of Vishnu, recovered miraculoorly from the eea the strip
of land now forming the Konkan, the Sdvantioddi territory, Goa, Kdnard,
and Malabar, and mude it over to Brdhmanaxs, converted into that state from
corpses placed on the pyre. Others would resolve the word into {figw and qrad,
the pure of heart. Both of these may be true, but the first has a historical
value, as it seems to me to indicate that the first ancestors of this tribe have
piobably come by chips either from some other port in India, or from the
opposite coast of Africa. Thiv is @ section of the Kadnkuna sub-division of the
Drdvida class.
+ This tribe also belongs to a seclion of the Dravida class.

t J. Graut Duff’s History of the Marithas, vol. I., pp. 23—20.
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potter ; the Bhéta, or bard; the tailor; the Koli, or water-carrier;
the Tural or Yeskar ; the porter; the gardeuer; the *Dowri-Gosdi,”
a sort of religious ascetic ; the Ghads’i, or piper; the Rdmiisi, or
Bhila ; the Timboli or betel-leaf-seller ; and the Gondhali, or kettle-
drum beater.* Instead of the Mubammadan Mulléna for killing
sheep, there is a Kdzi, who has charge of the village mosque.

The exact period when this village was founded it is at present im-
practicable to ascertain. The Vais'ampdyanas pretend that the coloni-
zation of the place and the creation of their hereditary office took place
nineteen hundred years ago. But they have no data to prove this.
All that I have been nable to gather tends to fix the period somewhere
in the 13th or the 14th century of the Christian era. The age of
the document, the existence of several old temples and other monu-
ments, and various local traditions, prove the establishment of the village
to be at least four hundred years old.

The narrative states that Muriida was a jungle, and served as Rudra-
bhimi,+ or burning and burying ground, of the neighbouring village
of A’sida. Two persons, named Gangidharabhatta and Padmikara-
bhatta, with a third companion, named Vais'ampdyana, came to
A'stida: the last is described as the disciple of Gangddharabhatta,
who looked upon him as his son. They formed a plan of founding
a new village. With the permission of the people of A’siida, the
jungle was cleared. The *¢ perfect man™ or sage applied to a neigh-
bouring king of the S'ekara dynasty, then reigning at Jdlagima, a
town about 8 miles to the south-east of Murida, and named Jalandara.
From him a grant of land from the adjoining villages was obtained.
The different parts of the village were assigned to the first families
of settlers. Thirteen families of Chittapivana Brdhmapas are enume-
rated as those to whom the sage gave lands and offices in the village.1
The duties of the several village officers were laid down, chiefly in
social and religions matters. The boundaries of the several properties
were marked off, by stones called Gadadis [i.e. stones fixed in the soil],

* Duff’s Bistory of the Marithés, vol. I., pp. 20—26, Note.

t From Rudra, the last of the Hindu triad or the destroying principle, and
Bhitmi, earth. ’

t They were, (1) Vaisampiyanas, (2) Ddtiras, (3) Bhdves, (4) Nenes,
(5) Bdlas,(6) Pardjapes, (1) Jov'is, (8) Sutdras, (9) Gokhalds,(10) Karandikaras,
(11) Koparakaras, (12) Godaboles, and (13) Dhdrapas.
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and were likewise guarded by Kshetrap4las, or tutelary deities. Several
inferior shrines were also set up for the more ignorant classes. The
principal temple of the village was built, and an image of the Devi in
one of her milder forms, as Durga,* was installed.

A certain quarter of the village was set apart for the Yavands. Re-
garding this, the narrator states, ‘‘ now the sage saw in his mind that
hereafter the kingdom of the Yavands would come; therefore to the
north of the village, and beyond the boundary-stone, a S’unyédlayat

* She is represented as a beautiful woman with eight arms, ridiog on a tiger,
in a menacing attitude, as if advancing to destroy ome of the giants, for
whose annihilation her {ncarnations were assumed. In DBengal and other
provinces she is worshipped in more hideous forms as Kdli or the destroyer.
Human sacrifices were firmerly offered there. [Elphinstone’s India, Book II.,
chap. 1V. pp. 90 and 91.] And even mow sheep and goats are sacrificed daily.
Such is not the case at Muridae, nor indeed in this part of the country generally.
It is only to the Grama-devatds or the low deitles thal animals are now sacriflced.
At the temple of Mahdloxmi at Breach Candy, in the Island of Bombay,
animals were sacrificed. Since the ascendauncy of Jainism, however, animals are
not permitted to be killed. A eepoy of the committee of Pinjarapole [or the
Asylum for Animals] is now always stationed at the temple, and when any
enimals are offered, they are taken by him in charge and sent to the Asylum, the
priest contenting himself with the pecuninry and other offerings which always
accompany such sacrifices.

t S'inydlaya [or the abode of nothing] il no doubt here employed to designate
a mosque. H'Gnya means nothing, and dlaya, sthéna or place, and us there are
no images in mosques, the term muast have been contemptuously applied to them.
It is curious, however, to note how contracted the writer’s knowledge and views
must have been. For one of the most celebrated Hindu temples in Southern India
is actually a S'énydlaya, or a temple without an idol. I ullude to the renowned
Pagodus of Chillamlaram, as they are called by European writers, or Sidham-
baram, ss they are called by the natives of Southern Iodia. The Chillambaramn
Pagodas are situated on the sea coast of the Karnatic, a little to the south of Porto
Novo, 120 miles 8.8.W. from Madras. Lat. 11°27, N., Long. 79°5% E.
Haniilton [vide his East India Gazeteer, published in 1815, p. 275] deseribes it as
a place of great sanctity, and so does Viscount Valentia In the mccount of his
Voyages and Travels [vide Vol. I., pp. 370 und 371]. Both of them, however,
being probably unable to guin access to the principal shrine, describe the Pagodzs
as containing images.

A Hindu friend who saw the place writes to me that—“It is a fact wortby of
notice that there exists in Soathern India, at a place called ¢ Chillambaram’ (properly
Sidhambdra), near Porto Novo, a 8'siva temple of great renown, where the object of
worship is [Sunya or] vacuum itself. True, there are numerous images of gods
and goddesses to be found in its subsidiary shrines; bat THE shrine of the temple

_is devoted to only cmpty space. Itis euclosed by a superb structure of sandal-
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[i.e. the abode of nothing] was built. To the east of the ‘abode of
nothing,” and beyond the boundary-stone, on the west side, a spot was
preserved for the Yavana.”” This statement, although written in a
prophetic style, is clearly indicative of the fact, that the settlement of
the place was planned and carried out after Allduddin Khilji’s invasion
of the Dekkan *, and probably about the time the Bahdmanit kingdom
was founded.

After the account of the allotment of the different quarters of the
new settlement, there follows a detailed description of the different
social and religious festivals to be celebrated at the place. The year
commences with the first of Chaitra [March and April], which is the
Varshapratipada, or the new year's day of the S'aka year. On this
day, all the inhabitants assemble in a small temple of Devi, near the
large temple dedicated to the same goddess. The head village officers,
before repairing to this temple, proceed, in company with some other
inhabitants, to pay visits of condolence to persons who have lost their
relatives during the last year, and conduct them to the great temple,
with the flutes playing, and the drums beating. They are thence led
to the small shrine in the vicinity above alluded to, where other inhabit-
ants have already assembled, and where the Josi or village astrologer
reads the horoscope of the year, and foretells the events or fortunes of
the year, as calculated and determined astrologically. The ceremony

wood work, and profusely decorated with gold and silver plates. A thick curtain
screens the interior from all human sight, save that of the high priest, who is
permitted to enter it but once in every year. The analogy which might be traced
between the ceremonial worship of the ancient Jows, and that of the Hindus would
appear to receive a fresh support from the clear resemblance which the Sanctum
Sanctorum of their tabernacle bears to this ancient sanctuary of the Hindus. The
worship here is very solemn: no dancing is permitted as in other temples: and
it is also curious to note, that Sidambra is scarcely ever resorted to by pilgrims,
who have for their object worldly gain or gifts. Tired of the world and its vanitiex,
the southern Ilindu seeks this place, to spend his days in the service of his god, in
acts of charity, or in meditation and prayers that might befit him for the final
absorption with the unseen spirit, which is the object of adovation at Sidambra.”

I think Sidambara is a corrupt form of Chidumbara, from chit, intelligence,
and ambara, atmosphere : the compound signifying the atmosphere or region of
intelligence. Ambare also means a garment, bat that signification does not appear
to me to be adapted to this place.

® Ia A.c. 1202, A.H. 693 ; see Elphinstone’s India, p. 334,

t A.c. 1347. Grant Duff’s History of the Marithds, vol. I, page 38,
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begins with the usual prayer to Ganapati [or the god of the people],
and ends with the customary benediction to the audience. The leaves of
the Nimba (Meli« Azadirachta) are afterwards distributed, and chewed
by the people, who also partake of them generally at their houses after
their morning prayers or breakfast, as preventives of disease, and
promoters of life and wealth.*

For nine days the image of Devi in the principal temple is decorated
with flowers, &c., and at the end of the ninth day, a small silver masque
of the goddess is placed in an artificial temple or car called Ratha,t
which is carried through the streets of the village on men’s shoulders,
all the lhouscholders performing worship as it goes round to their
houses. All the details mentioned in the accompanying translation
with regard to this festival are still observed. But the zeal of the
people has cousiderably abated.

The cercmonies during the next three months are rather unimportant.
The festivals during the 5th month, Z.e. S'rivana [July and August],
are still kept up. People are invited on the 8th day of the first half
of the month for prayer, but only a very small portion actually goes to
the temple. On the 15th of the same month, the village priest still
performs the S'révani [or the annual ceremony of changing the sacred

* This custom is founded upon the authority of the following verse from Jyotir-
nibandha (or an Essay on the Stars) :—

wifafad ey —aimmr Qranrdr 9 s dlaured wrftnzm gl
Hﬁ?ﬂﬂ@ HTWHBITFQ'-IT‘!I FHQTU méwﬁ iﬂ"{@l (8]
¢ At the beginning of the yeur, after rubbing the body with oil, and bathing, man
should eat the leaf of the pleasure-giving, wholesome tree of Nimba, which has been
produced from nectar, whereby learning, health [or long life], and wealth arc
obtained.”

t Ratha signifies a car. Most of the Vaishnava temples throughout India have
large wooden cars, in which an image of Visknu is placed, and drawn by large
crowds of devotees at certain festivals, the car of Jaganndtha being the most
celebrated. The practice in all likelihood commenced with the Buddhists, who are
described by the Chinese iravellers, Fahian and Hiuen Thsang, as on various
occasions leading the imnges of S'ékyasingha in cars. Perhaps the want of roads
and the impracticability of moving any cars, led to the substitution of small
wooden temples, which however, in the present cuse, is called a Ratha. Many
temples have palanquins iastead of cars wherein the image is placed and carried
about.

2
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thread] * for the entire community, in the village temples where it used
to be performed —perhaps two hundred years ago. Population having
increased, many of the villagers now have this ceremony done at their
own houses. It is curious that the Dipdvali or the festival of lamps is
not provided for in this narrative ; but that is also duly celebrated, and
is one of the hest of native festivals. There is nothing worthy of
particular mention until we come to the 11th of the first half of the
month of Kdrtika. On this day the ceremony of Madherin [or the
little corpse] was formerly performed. A bier was constructed and a
living man was placed thereon and carried round the whole village in
commemoration of the first sacrifice which the village-devils are said to
have exacted from the sage. Whatever the reason, it is clear to me, that
this custom points to a very remote period, when human sacrifices pre-
vailed. Happily there is no such custom now at this village, but it
still obtains amongst the lower classes in the town and island of
Bombay, and other towns in this Presidency, and is observed chiefly
during the Holi festival.

After K4rtika, there is nothing remarkable till the month of Phél.
guna, when the Hol{ festival is celebrated. This Hindu saturnalia has
lost much of its . prestige. The grosser rights connected with
it are now performed only by the more ignorant people, and I
am happy to say that it is gradually losing its hold on the popular
mind. '

It would be tedious to dwell in this abstract on the minutiee of the
festivals and ceremonies, for which I must refer to the accompanying

* The alterations which this ceremony has undergone illustrate the vast change
that has overcome Hindu society. S‘rdvani has, properly speaking, very little to
do with the changing of the sacred thread. It is a sacrifice performed to atone
for the neglect of the study of the Fedas. The ceremony consists of two parts,
viz., Utsarjana [or sbandonding the study of the Vedas], and Updkarma or
Updharana [i.e. the resumption of Vedic studies.] The flrst should, strictly
speaking, be performed ia the month of AMdgha [February and March], and the
second in S'rdvana [July and August]. When people really studied the Vedas for
their own sake, these ceremonies had & meaning. At present, the relation of
S'rdvani with Vedic studies is not generally understood ; and the whole ritual has
become an empty farce. The eating of the Panchagavya [or the five products
of the cow] at the time of the S'rdvani is also an innovation not sanctioned by the
old authorities, but eagrafted on the original by ignorant people, who fancy that
this ceremony consists in eating that, and in changing the sacred thread.
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paper and translation. The presentation of Gandha [or perfumes),
Vidés[or packets of betel-leaves, betel-nut, &e.], and either fruit or clothes
is regulated according to the rank of the recipient, and the orders on this
subject, as well as the places where the inhabitants and their guests are
to sit, aTe laid down in detail. Certain public dinners are provided for.
An interchange of oblatioss offered to the Simddevi [or boundary
goddess] is directed on one occasion; and although it is laid down
that the Brahmanas should receive oblations offered by other Bréh-
manas, the distributor and the director of the ceremony is the Sondra
or goldsmith of the place, who comes in for a large share of various
other village honors. Agricultural communities are wmore or less
conservative, but the above circumstance and several other points in
the narrative incline me to the opinion that there was not so much
squeamishness about eating and not eating with particular persons,
provided their status was equal, and their habits of life the same. or
similar.

Besides religious festivals and public social gatherings, the narrative
gives no aceount of the inner life or civil administration of the place.
In a former part of this paper I have stated the number of inhabitants,
their castes, and occupations. The only circumstance that is yet to
be noticed is the free intermixtare of the Karddd and Chittapdvana
Brihmanas at Murida. Such relationships, though condemned by
the more aristocratic families, are now contracted without scruple,
and they invelve no pains and forfeitures, either social or reli-
gious. The Karddd families are now only distinguishable by their
Gotra.* This might perhaps serve as an example ta other commu-
nities which rejoice in hundreds of sub-sections of the same section
or caste.

® The author of the Dharmnasindhu states that :—[ﬁ‘lﬁ‘imﬁrﬁm-
SraRan: «ifgifeE: aWY CHA TRUG:| GRTATRAINIAAHTEATA] G-
qa] ﬂi !ifﬂ?ﬂ]‘iﬂﬁl ] the descendants of the following eight Rishis are called
Gotras, viz: (1) Vis'vdmitra, (2) Jamadagni, (3) Bharadvdja, (4) Gautama,
(5) Atri, (8) Kas'yapa, (7) Vasishtha, and (8) Agasti. Gotra, therefore means a
clan. The Chittapavana Brdhmanas are descended from the'following 14 Gotras:—
s, wiCgTe, AT, iy, Al Ffs, wtwy, wifew, wifes, Sfew,
v, fad 7, famadw, and ATRIW.

A person who does not belong to one of thess 14 Gotras is not a Chittapdvana

2ras
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My object in laying this paper before the Society is to indicate in
what direction information may be sought, such as would in course
of time furnish materials for a more or less complete history of village
life and institutions of Western India. The difficulty is to get old
documents and information. I believe that old private records do
exist in different villages, and with many of the oldest families. How
to get at them is the question. For, since the days of the Inam

Bréhmana. According to the author of the Dharmasindhu the principal gotras
are 49 in number. They are as follows :—

7 Gotras from . 26. afafgc.
1. |w. 27. 'qrg‘.aii.
2. fax. 28. ¥F-
3. syrfesmr. 10 Gotras from fagiiw.
1. 9. 29. gfas.
5. faggar. 30. sitfea.
6. 99 31. .
7. qqw. 32. mtAmIgW.
17 Gotras from ifircs. 33. ar.
8. ¥qY. 34. &«.
9. WITTA. 35. wwwy.
10. @, 36. aygw¥.
11. gawy. 37. qam.
12. ®XNYTEY. 38. Cxarfieas.
13. 39 <H. 3 Gotras from sWY.
14. JHNAE. 39. f’“;.ﬁ
15. TT%AT. 40, <¥.
16. §EQAA. 41, vfssg.
17. evg™. 4 Gotras from 3f€9.
18. MXIA. 42, afew.
19. ffufua. 43. gfew.
20. rfew. 44. Suw.
21. WICFTIA. 45. qUNT.
22. aw. 4 Gotras from aynfQ.
23. ®Ry. 46. TRITN.
24. wfy. 47. goaTe.
14 Gotras from Q. 48. fedrTes.
- 25. wf. 49. griurs.
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THE VILLAGE OF MURU DA. 11

Commission people have become so very suspicious that they will not
show even their Pothis [or religious books] for any consideration, for
fear they might be deprived of them.

There being no map of the Konkana, either in this Library or in
that of the Geographical Society, the sketch which illustrates this
paper was prepated fi. a a large map in the possession of Dr. Bhds
Déji, to whom I am idebted for many valuable suggestions, and
for the free use of his splendid library.

Translation of @ Document giving an Account of the Founding of the
Village of Murtida, in Southern Konkana. By Ra’o Sa’mEB
VisHvANA'TH NA'RA’YAN MANDLIK.

[ABouT one page has been lost, and the first sentence of what
remains begins thus :—] Looking, it came into his mind to found a
village at this place. So thinking, they came to the village of A’sida.
There they inquired of the villagers, and both of them, together with
their disciple Vais'ampdyana, went to Gohdgara. After arriving there,
that spot was fixed upon for Padmékara Bhatta Siddhapurusha [i.e.
a perfect man] to found a village, and himself, together with the
disciple, returned to A'stida, where he lived. He then asked the grant
of the Rudrabhiimikd [or burning and burying ground of the village],
and began to clear the jungle. In the course of cutting the jungle
they came to a large banian tree (Ficus religiosa) in the centre of the
place. The [perfect man or] sage thought that it should be cut down,
and accordingly, with ten or twenty Brihmanas and the disciple
Vais'ampdyana, he began to have the tree cut. At that time the
Brahmana Ditira, whilst laying the axe on the tree, died. Thereupon
the sage looked within his mind, and saw that there were many devils,
and [also] a goddess in the banyan tree. Thereupon, by praying to
that goddess and restraining the devils, he caused the Brihmana to be
resuscitated to life.  All the jungle was afterwards cleared, and the spot
was prepared [for habitation]. The sage Gangddhara Bhatta and the
disciple Vais’ ampiyana, afterwards went to the Karndtaka district, and
brought images made of stone [called the] Gandaki stone. Of these,
2 x
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he kept one with himself ; the second he sent to Gohdgara; and the
third to Divén.* When he commenced to establish or consecrate
the image of this place, he caused the ceremony of consecration to Le
performed by the Vais'ampdyana, and the image was enshrined.t
Afterwards, with the view of establishing the Vatanddras [or hereditary
people] of the village, he first settled the Vais'ampdyana and the
Ditdra, giving to the former the Upddhyepana,{ and to the
latter the authority to worship the $'ri or goddess. And, as there
was no pasturage for cattle in the place, the sage Gangidhara Bhatta
went to, and asked a spot from Jdlandhara Rdji, of the S'ekara
dynasty, who was [then reigning] at Jilgim. He thereupon asked land
from the [surrounding] four villages of A’stida, Phanasd, Gimhavanen,
and Karaden, as a vatana (i.e. hereditary property], and gave it to
the sage, who had it determined that no other person except the sage
had any proprietary right in that land. Taking leave of the king, he
came to his village, and within the four boundaries thereof established
gods and shrines in different localities for restraining the devils,
and [in this manner] with the Bhadrigiri mountain to the south,
Chaundragiri mountain to the north, the A’sava river to the east, and the

* Tradition describes this to be the village now called Divenborali, in the Habg'i's
territory. The three images at Divenborali, MurGda, and Gohagara, are considered
by the people to be sisters, although all of them being the imagea of the same
goddess, Devi, one would suppose the new relationship to be superfluous. It is
said, and is still believed by the bulk of the people, that during the annual featival
in the month of Chaitra, when the ratha or car of the goddess is carried to a
particnlar place at Murida, a kind of spiritual communion takes place between
that imnge 8ud the image of Gohagarn, and at that time, if 8 person be frying
vadas [a kind of native cake] [in sweet oil raised to a very higzh temperature], he can
tuke out the vadas from the boiling oil with his hand without burning his fingers,
the oil being raid to be miraculously enoled on that particular occasion, in
consequence of tlie spiritual meeting of the gnddesses. I have never yet been able
to get hold of a person who could say of his own knowledge that such a thing
had ever happened. The answer to an inquirer generally is—'¢ what is difficult
for God to do 7’ This appears ta me a priestly trick, like the congesling of
St. Januarius’ blood, und others in the various countries of Europe and Asia.
The word Ditén is most likely derived from Diva (heaven), whence also Devi, a
goddess of heaven.

t In the principal temple in the midst of the village, where it stands to
this duy. '

4 The office of performing eacrifices. The term s now applied to the village
priest who conducts all the usual Hindu ceremonics.
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sea to the west, within these four boundaries he began to establish
[colonies of] Brihmanas, commencing from the south. On this side
of the river he established the tutelary deity of the village, and kept
a straight road to the west of it; and to the west of this road he
assigned a place to himself, and there established his disciple Vais'am-
piyane, whom he looked upon as his son. To him he assigned his
honors of seniority, the gandha,* the vida,+ and dharmddhikira.}
And there a gadadd or guardian idol was installed;§ and a
Niragundd Devi § was installed by him in his own grounds for the
preservation of kine. To the north of his own place he left A way to
go to the burning-ground, assigned a spot for women going to immolate
themselves with the corpses of their husbands to sit upon, and to the
east of the straight road established Lekshmi Ndrdyana, and assigned
the Brihmana Bh4vé to his worship, giving him a spot of ground close
by, where he was made to stay. To the east thereof, the Bahiravadeva
and Kilikddevi were installed, and in their vicinity, a number of tutelary
deities were established. A road to go to their temples was kept. To
the north of the road leading to the burning-ground, the disciple
Vais’ampilyana was established, and to him the office of priest to the
whole village and to all the gods in the temples was assigned. To the
north of the latter, a Brdhmana [sur] named Nend was established.
To him the anthority of Mahajana | was given. To the north

* Gandha signifies a fragrant substance, but here it means sandal-wend
powder, which, mixed with water, is applied to the foreheads of persons assembled
on the occasion of social and religious festivals, according to the warraut of
precedence.

t Packet of betel leaves made up with betel-nut, lime, sapices, &c. This is
generally chewed by the natives after meals, but is also presented to guests sand
visitors us a mark of honor,

+ Authority to expound the social and religlous law to the villagers.

§ Gndadu menns anything driven into or burled under the ground. There are
a number of idols with this appellation. They are blocks of stone, and are evidently
the boundary marks of the different Thikanas [or holdings] aesizned by the sage
to the first settlers. They appesr to have been installed to inspire a sort of religious
awe amongst neighbours about the sacredumess of property.

9 A locul deity, so named ofter a shrub which grows wild at this spot, and is
called Niragundi or Vitex Negundo.

|| Mahijana means a great man. Hero it is the desiguation of certain here-
ditary officers, who have no political privileges, but have a certain precedence
allowed them on social occasions in the village.
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thereof the Brihmana named Béla was established. To him the
authority of Vartaka* was given. To the eastward thereof a
road to go to the mountain was kept. To the north thereof
the goddess Varaddkshdyan{+ was installed. Thereafter, to
the west of the straight road [leading from south to morth],
§'ri Gangd Ndrdyana was established, and to the worship thereof
the Brahmana Parijapyd was -appointed. To the north thereof the
Bréhmana Jos'i [i.e. the astronomer] was established. To the north
of that a tutelary deity was installed. To the north of that again
the Brihmana Sutira was established; to him the authority of
Vartaka was given. To the north thereof, a road going from east to
west was kept. To the north of this, and in the centre of the village,
the establishment of 8'ri [i.e. the Devi, or Bhavdni,] was made in
the beginning. To the east thereof four gods were installed. To the
north thereof the Brahmana Gokhald was established. To him the
office of [her] worship was assigned. Thence a straight road to the
temple of Mahddes'wara was made. In the middle thereof a tutelary
deity was installed, and to the east, in the vicinity of S‘¢i Mahdrudra
[the aforesaid Mahides'wara] also, was another tutelary deity installed.
To the east and west and to the north of that, tutelary deities were
established in different places. Near the S'ri, on the north side, there
was a self-made goddess, Sviyambhuvd, [devi], in the banyan tree,
which was installed al the very spot near the 8'ri. Also a tutelary
deity was installed. Near the S’ubhddevi, on the north side, the
Brihmana Ditira was established. To him authority to worship
was given. To the north thereof the Brihmana Karandikara was
established ; to him the rights of Mah4jana were given. To the north
the Brihmana Koparakara was established. To him the rights of
Vartaka were given. To the north thereof, and to the east and west
of the road, passages for going to the burning-grounds were kept. To
the east of the straight road [from south to north] §/ri Nigles'wara was
enshrined. Close by, the Brdhmapa Gékhala was established, and to
him the right of worship was given. To the west thereof the goddess
Chandrabharidi was established. To the east of Nigles’wara a
tutelary deity was installed. To the west of the straight road, on this

® Vartaka, literally a manager. The different vartakas are a kind of village
wardens, and have the custody of the temple and its property, and certain precedence
on social as well as religious occasions.

t Varadakshéyani, the granter of vows,
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side of the Gadadd-stone, the Brihmana Dhérapa was established. To
him the rights of vartaka were given. To the north thereof place was
nssigned for a S'unydlaya [or the abode of nothing].* To the east
thereof a path to go to the village of A’sdda ‘was kept, and on that
path a tutelary deity was established. To the east thereof, and to the
north of the mountain in the vicinity of the river, a tutelary deity was
installed. A Gadadd-stone was fixed to the south of the ‘abode of
nothing.”” To the west of that Gadadd a goddess named Banachi+t
was established in the bana or forest. To the north thereof, beyond
the river, and underneath the Chandrdgiri on the sea-shore, the
Sim4dévi [or boundary-goddess] was established. A Sondra was
appointed as her worshipper. In this manner gods and temples and
other tutelary deities, were established in different places, to restrain
the devils. Other Vatanddras were also established in different places,
and between the properties of the Vatanddras, Gadadi-stones were
fixed. [Now the sage] saw in his mind that hereafter the kingdom
of the Yavanas would come; therefore to the north of the village and
beyond the Gadadii-stone, an ¢ abode of nothing’ was built. To the
east of the ‘abode of nothing,” and beyond the Gadadd on the west
side, a spot was reserved for the Yavann ; and plots on this and that side
of the Gadadid-stone were reserved for other castes. In what manner
the Vatanddrs should conduct themselves from the 30th of Ph4lguna
is laid down as below :—On the 30th, i.e. the day of the new moon,
the Détdra should send invitations from the 8'ri; or goddess, throughout
the village for the Vasantanavaritra, ¢.e. the first nine days of the first
bimestre of the Hindu year.] On the 1st of the first fortnight
of the month of Chaitra, the trumpeter should blow the trumpet at the
house of each Mdnakari [or privileged person]. In the temples of §'ri
and S’ubhddevi the ground should be cowdunged, cleaned, and bedecked
with streaks of ashes of rice-husks, turmeric, &c., and something
should be spread for people to sit upon. Afterwards the goddess

* S“inydlaya, or the abode of nothing, appears to be the name applied to a
Muhammadan mosque, and it combines as well the physical fact of there being
nothing in the place, and a sort of suppressed ridicule of the followers of a faith
whose temples are ‘‘ abodes of nothing.”’

t Bana, forest; hence Banachi, belonging to a forest.

$ The trumpeter goes round and stands before each house, blows the trumpet
for a fow seconds, stops and calls out, *“ I am come from the goddess to invite you to
the Chaitra festival, hoh!””



16 ACCOUNT OF THE FOUNDING OF

should be bathed early in the morning with water [by the
slight ablution called Malasndna]. Cisterns at the door of the
temple should be filled with water for the villagers to wash their
feet, and for sipping the water with the palm of their right
hands [before entering the temple]. The priest, Vais'ampdyana,
should repair in the morning to the temple of S§'ri; and on his
arrival, the Ditdra should give him a seat, and should come to worship
the image with the necessary materials for worship. The Détéra
should perform the worship, and the Vaisampdyana should dictate
how to do it ; and [the latter] should always expound the Purdnpas.
And after the villagers have come to the temple of the S'ri, five or ten
of them, together with the Mahdjana, the Vartaka, the Upddhyiya,
the Jos'{ and the Détdra, should go to the house of whosoever may
have lost & member of his family, and [all of them] should honor the
bereaved, and should conduct him to the temple of the S'ri,. with the
flutes playing and the drum beating. And after the bereaved persons
are so brought, all should assemble and sit in the temple of S’ubhddevi,
snd thereafter, the Jos'{ should stand near the goddess, and read the
calendar for the year to his audience, keeping the same afterwards
in the temple of 8/ri. After it is kept, the Ditdra should distribute
Vidds. ‘Thereafter, the Vais'ampéayana should sit uear the goddess,
and read the letter of invitation in the technical language of the
Siddhapurusha * (i.e. the ssge who founded the village], and
on that day a letter {of invitation] should be first written to the good
Brahmanas at Murdda.t After the reading of the letter, the Ddtdra
should give to Vais’ampdyana the Gandba, Vidd, and S'iddha.t
Thereafter Harikath4, or prenching after the usval mode, should be
held, and at its conclusion, Gandha, Vidds, and Dakshand q should be
given to all; after which all should go to their Lomes. After the
villagers have retired, the Détdra should spread carpets, &c., for people

* Siddhapurusha is derived from Siddha, perfect, and purwsha, man; pro-
perly it means an ascetic who by mystical and austere practices is reported to have
obtuined superoatural powers.

t This isa letter addressed in the name of the people of Murida to the people
of (1) Murada itself, (2) Anjaclen, (3) Kelasi, and (4) Veldsa, inviting them to the
Chaitra festival. It is written in Sanskrita.

¢ Uncooked food.

9 Small presents in money.
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to sit upon and to listen to the Purapas * and Kathd,+ in the
evening ; for the reader of the former [i.e. the Purdnas] he should pro-
vide a seat and a lamp. At the conclusion of the Purina and Katha
[respectively] Gandha and Vidis should be distributed. In this
manner people should ge on till the third, on which day the Sonira
and the trumpeter should invite all the people of the village for the
Chaitra festival of the boundary-goddess [Simd-devi]. On the fourth
day [of Chaitra] all should go to Simi-devi to dine with oblations
of eatables. On the morping of that day the Sonéra shculd take
from the Ditdra the masque [of the goddess] to be put on the face of
the idol. After the people have gone to dine, the privileged men
should get the oblations as detailed below :—

2 oblations to the Mah4janas.

4 do. to the 4 Vartakas.
do. to the Upadhyadharméidhikari.
do.  to the Jo#'i.
do.  to [2 letters lost].
do.  to one Ditara.
do. [to whom, it is not clearly stated].
do.  to the authorities of the 4 temples.

1 do. tothe Kharavald.

The Sondre should cause oblations to be given to the Vatandéra
Brihmanas by the [other Brihmana] villagers, taking and receiving
from each other [in exchange] ; and 5 oblations to the Mar4thds and
other castes, and the Gurava [i.e. the officiating S'idra priest] of the
idol Bahiri.

5 oblations to the Gurava of the village A’sida.
5 do. to the barber.
do.  to the Vatanddrs of Sdladiiren [here spelt Siladdla].
do.  to the carpenter.
do.  to Somi, the bricklayer.
do.  to the G4vadd [i.e. a caste of Hindiis who manulac-
ture salt]-
2 do. tothe Virika [a sort of village beadle].
Altogether 6 oblations.

B e o e N

(LRI

* Some Purdnic work is read and explained, and this is popularly called
Purdna.
t An itinerant preacher stands, and taking some moral texts illustrales them by
arguments as well as legendary tales ; and this mode of preaching is called Kathd.
Aras
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[31]

oblations to the trumpeter.

5 do. to the tailor.

5 do. to the washerman.
2 do.” to the génwald.

2 do. to the oilman.

1 do. to the copper-smith.

In this manner, the oblations should he distributed by the Sondra.
After the dinner is over, the Jos’i should read the Pancbinga,*
and the Kdrabhiri + should give to the Vais'ampdyana a blank paper
for writing a letter.y Thereafter preaching should be held. The
Ditéra should give the Gandha and Vid4, first to the Vais’ampayana,
and [afterwards] to the Jos'i, and the Mah4jana Vartaka, and to
every one else also. Thereafter the Vatandir [officer for the year]
should give to the trumpeter Onrvdlani§ [i.e. wave offering] out
of the money from the Enam amount of the village. Thereafter
the Datira should take the masquz [in his hand], and with all the
other villagers should come by the western road, along the sea-
shore, vgjat-gdjat [i.e. beating tom-toms anmd trumpeting]. On the
way, when arrived opposite to the ¢ abode of nothing,” the musical
instruments should not be played upon for a moment. Thence they
should come into the quadrangle facing the temple of §ri Durgid. On
arriving near the temple of the 8'ri, the villagers who may be near the
temple, and those who have come along with the masque, should
embrace and salute each other. Thereafter, the Ratha or car of the
goddess should be lifted np ; the Ditdra should mount it, and it should
then be brought by the Brahmanas in the Péntha or quadrangle ; and
the Détdra should offer incense and prayer to all the gods, after which
the Ratha should be kept in its proper place. Thereafier, people
should go to the temple of the goddess, and the D4t4ra should distribute
Gandha and Vidas according to the order [laid down]. All should

* Almanack.

+ Manager of the village.

t Thisis the letter inviting people of other villages to the amnual festival
[vide note t, page 16].

§ Onwdlant or wave offering, from Onwdlanen, to wave. A platter con-
taining lighted wicks, a box of turmeric, and sometimes betel-nuts, and a few coins
are taken around the head of a person or idol, for the removal of all troubles
and evils, and also in consecrating ; and any money put into the platter by other
worshippers as an offering, is called the Onwdlani.
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then go to their respective homes. At night the flute-player should
accompany all the privileged persons to the temple, from the Gadadi
or boundary-stone of the sage’s holding.  After they have arrived,
whoever may not have come, should be invited and brought by the
Virika by order of the Mahdjana Vartaka. The D4tdra should spread
carpets, &c. to sit upon, and have the lamps lighted. The expounding
of the Purdnas and preaching should then be held, and at their
conclusion the Ditdra should distribute Gandha and Vidds in the order
laid down ; and Gandha should also be applied [to the forehead of),
and Vidd given to the Sondra. In this munner, the Navaritra [or nine
nights] should be spent.  The Jos'i should read the Panchinga every
day iv the temple of the goddess. On the merning of the 5th day,
the Gurava or flute-player should play at the temple of the goddess,
and the houses of the privileged persons, in the fullowing order : —

First of all in the courtyard of the temple, that is, once in the
courtyard which is that of the temple as well as of the Datdra
[Brdhmana], and again in the vicinity of the other gods. Thence to the
privileged persons; thus: near the door of the Mahdjana [sur] named
Neni ; thence near the spot of the sage opposite the door of the
Vais‘ampdyana ; afterwards opposite to the door of the Balavartaka;
theuce opposite the door of the Upadhyd; thence opposite the
door of the Dhdrapa. Before the Dhirapa, the instrument should
be played upon opposite the door of the Karandikara Mahajana;
thereafter, opposite to the door of the Jos'i ; thence opposite the door of
Sutdra-vartaka ; thence opposite the door of Koparakara-vartaka ; thence
[about 3 letters lost]. 1In this manner, in the morning, in the noon,
and in the evening, at the time of their going to hear the Purdnas and
the preaching [the flutanist should play]. In this way, at the
conclusion of the Purina and the preaching, the Gandha, Vidis, bits of
cocoanut,* should be distributed in the order above mentioned.
Thus [people] should go. On the seventh day, the Déitirn should
invite the privileged persous and the servants to a feast, called Kelavana,
on behalf of the goddess, in the fullowing order: Two Mahdjanas with
two servants [here called Padghamkara];t four Vartakas and four

* These arc populatly called Ganesa-pijd, or the worship of Ganes'a. Ilow bits
of cocoanut came to be so named, { cannot say.

t Padghamkara, is a drummer, but as there are not muany drummers at this
feast, the word, I apprehend, means simply a servant or attendant.
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servants, altogether eight ; two, Vais'ampéiyanas and Dharmidhikiri,
and two disciples, being in all four ; the Hird Jos'i and his disciple
one, in all two ; one Kharavald ; the worshippers of the four temples.
In this manner the privileged Brihmanas and the privileged persons
of other castes should be invited to the Kelavana-feast. The Sonira
should ask of the D4tira, the image called Bhogamuhiirta to be seated
on the car in order to have it cleaned and furbished ; and the Ditira
should give him the Gandha and Vid4.

The privileged persons of other castes are as follow : —

1 Sondra or goldsmith. ",

1 the Vijantri, i.e. flute-player.

1 Dhdlakarf or drufhmer.

2 Virika or beadle.*

1 Gévad4 or salt-manufacturer.

1 Sutdra or carpenter.

1 8'impi or tailor.

1 Séli or weaver.

1 Kumbhéra or bricklayer.

1 Gurava or idol worshipper of the 8’udra class from A’suda.
1 Nhivi or barber.

1 Gurava or §’tidra-worshipper of the idol Bahiri.
1 Gonvali.+

1 Teli or oilman.

1 Parita or washerman.

1 Chédmhir or worker in leather.

In this way the privileged persons of other castes should be invited.
On the 8th day all should assemble, and taking all the materials for a
feast from the goddess’s store [4 letters lost], all should assemble to
have a grand dinner, sending invitations to [the villagers of] A’stida
and Karanden ; all should go to dine on this occasion of the goddess’s
festival. The Sitara § should clean the place with cow-dung or other-
wise, and bedeck it with streaks of the ashes of rice-husks, &c.
The Ditira should worship the Rasai [i.e. the whole collection

® Vdrika, in some parts of the country, means a barber, but here he is
a kind of beadle at the great temple of the village.

t Gonvald. The word means a cowherd. But here it stands for a man of
that surname. The Gonvald family is extinct, but the name is called out when the
particular village-honors of that family come in their order.

$ Not the carpenter, but one of the Bréhmanas with that cognomen.
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of cooked food], and take away the oblation with music. The
Upéddhyd should accompany, in order to dictate how to perform the
worship.  On their return, the Upidhy4 should pour a small quantity
of ghee over the cooked rice, serve it out to each individual in order
to purify the rice, and should make the Ditira pour out on the
ground a small quantity of water, offering the whole as an oblation
to the deity. Thereafter the people should dine, and Vidis and
mouey-offerings, should be distributed. In the evening, Bila Vartaka
should have a great oblation prepared for the goddess. Invitation
should be given in the morning to the Upddhyd and Dharmidhik4ri
Vais'ampdyana, and the Jos'{ [4 letters lost], and after they have
been brought, the Mantras [or sacred verses] necessary to the offering
of the great oblation should be recited, and the oblation, together with
materials for worship being taken in hand, they should repair to
the temple of the goddess, blowing the trumpets and beating the
tom-toms. After going there the goddess should be worshipped, and
the oblation, which will have been placed in a vessel made of
B4mbii work, should be presented to the goddess. The oblation and
worship being completed, oblations should be presented to the image
to be placed on the car, then to the goddess called Bhdvai. Thereisa
tutelary deity behind the goddess S'rf. That should be worshipped, and
oblations presented [to him]. Thereafter the Ganapati, and S’ubhédevi,
should be respectively worshipped and presented with oblations.
Thereafter Gandha, Vid4s, and money-offerings should be distributed
to the Brihmanas. Thereafter all persons should pass through a
Térana * constructed on the north side of the S'ubhddevi by the
trumpeter. One should go to dine of the oblation at the house of the
Détdra, and all the others sheould repair to their homes, and take their
meals, after which they should go to the temple of the $/ri, and after
the hearing of the Purdna is completed, the ornaments of the goddess
should be taken out of the treasury, and given by the Mahdjana-
vartaka to the Ditara, whom they should cause to put them upon the
goddess. Thereafter the Baila-vartaka should take the staff of the
goddess and stand near the $'rf, and the Koparakara-vartake should
light the lamps in the Mandapa,t and should stay the whole
night supplying oil and wicks. The Sutira-vartaka should fan the

® Torana is an arch prepared with Lhe branches of trees, &ec., and supported by
plants of the plantain.
t A temporary hall for the people to assemble.
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goddess with the brush of peacocks’ feathers. The Mahdjana-vartaka
should make the Virika spread seats [mats, &c.] in the Mandapa,
and thereafter should seat the people who may have come from other
places, in the spots which have been appointed for them. The inhabitants
of the place, and the people of A’sdida, should sit in the same place
on the south side, with their faces to the north. The Vais'ampiyana
should sit in the seat of the sage, facing the whole assembly. After
being seated, preaching should be caused to be held, and rejoicings
should be meade with singing, music, and dancing.* Any in-
habitants of other places, who may have come to the village, but
may not be present at the preaching, should be very respectfully
invited, and conducted with honor to the assembly, and rejoicings
should be made. At night the Sonira who has taken the image to be
furbished, should bring it back, and the Gandha, Vidds, bits of cocoa-
nut, and money offerings, should be distributed to the whole assembly ;
and before sunrise the next morning, the whole place should be cleaned
and bedecked, and the goddess should be bathed by the Ditéra. Those
persons who may have gone to the temple and made [about 6 letters
lost], should cook their food at the temple, offer oblations to the 8'ri,
and, taking a Brihmapa and a Brihmana lady in their company,
should take their meals before sun-iise. In the morning all should
repair to the' temple of the §ri. The Dharapa shonld bring the
image to be placed on the car, and the Ditdra should worship it,
and on the worship being completed, the former should place
it on the car. The Dala-vartaka should take the staff in hand
and walk before the Ratha or car. The Sutdra-vartaka should
see that the materisls of the Ratha are [in] complete [order], and
should take the flag in hand and walk before the Ratha. The tailor
should clothe the Ratha. The barber should put a looking-glass
therein. In the Mandapa of the $’ubhddevi, the Ditdra should spread
mats, &c., for the Vatandirs to sit upon. 'Thereupon all the
Karabb4ris should take from the stores the grain and money to be paid
for service to those people of other castes who have to serve, and
which should be given to them all by the Koparakara-vartaka in the
order laid down. The Datdra should first of all give the Gandha and
Vid4, to the Koparakara, next to the Mahajana, next to the Dharm4-
dhikari Upddhyd, next to the Jos'i, next to the Bdla-vartaka, next to
Dhdrapa, and afterwards to the Sutira. All should then come near the

* Dancing at this festival has long gone out of fashion.
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Ratha. On arrival, the Nend Mahdjana should apply wet betel-nuts
in front of the Ratha, in perpendicular and horizontal lines, so as
to form a Makhara.* To him the D4tara should first give the
Gandha and Vidd when he comes near the Ratha, and he should
give betel-nuts to the privilezed persons. The Pardjapé should
likewise stick plantains to the Ratha, in perpendicular and horizontal
lines. To him the Ditira should first give the Gandha and Vid,
and he should give the piantains, first of all to the Vaisampayana
and Dharmddhikdri, in the place of the sage, and also to the
other privileged persons. Thereafter the Sondra should give a
Péta, or a low seat, made of gold and silver, to the goddess, to sit
upon, near the Ratha. 'Thereafter, the Dhérapa should walk along
with the Ratha. The Ddtdra should mount the Ratha. The
Kdparakara-vartaka should mount the Ratha, and light the lamp. All
the Brdhmanas should lift the Ratha, and carry it into the quadrangle.
After going there, the Sutdra, and Dhdrapa, and Ashva (7), and S/upra
(S'udras?), and the people of four villages being collected, the
Ratha should be carried, all the others accompanying it. First of all
it should be taken to the north side, should be stopped before each
house ; the worship and oblation, which the Brihmapa and a lady
[having her husband alive] will present [at each house], should be
received ; at each house, the children should be mounted on the
Ratha ; the Ddtira should offer incense, and wave the lights now and
then to the Devasthdnas [or the places of gods] which there are in
different parts of the village. It should return from the northern
boundary-stone, and should then pass by the road to the south side of
Ndgals'vara. Whilst it is being carried that way, the Sonara should
offer the ablation and worship from his house, and should mount the
children on the Ratha when it comes near his place. Thence the
Ratha should be carried by the passage to the east, and going from
north to south; incecnse should be offered, and the lights waved to
Mahddes'vara and all other gods, and it should then be brought
into the quadrangle, and thence carried up to the river at the
south, Leing stopped before each house. Being carried to the end,
incense should be offered and lights waved to the Devi of
Gohdgara, and the Ratha should be carried back and stopped

* A gaily dressed up frame bedecked with flowers and gaudy (rappings, within
which idols or humnan beings are sealud on joyful occarions.

K]
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before the temple of Nirdyana. There all the S$'édras, children
and all, should fall at the feet of S’r{ or goddess ; the Gonvalyd should
give water to all the carriers who lift the Ratha on their shoulders.
Thence from the place of the UpAdhyi Vdis'ampidyana, he [the
Upédhyd-Vais'ampdyana] should be taken on the Ratha and carried
to the spot of Gangd Nirdyana, and there the Upddhyd should
come down, and offer incense to and wave lights before Gangi-
Nérdyana. Thence the Ratha should be carried to the quadrangle,
where the Brihmanas should again take it upon their shoulders,
carry it near the temporary ball, and deposit it in its proper place.
Thereafter they should go to view the goddess, receive the Gandha
and Vid4s, and return to their respective homes. In the evening all
should go to perform the ceremony of abandonment, and for paying off
the different persons for their services. The Vdrika should be present
there, fasting, and hold a weapon in his hand; and first of all [he]
should call out the name of the Dharm4dhik4ri Vaishmpdyana ; next he
should call out the name of the Upddhyd Vais'ampayana ; thirdly he
should call out the name of the Josi ; fourthly he should call out the
name of [about 4 letters lost]. In this manner, having called out the
names of the UpAdhyds and Jos'is of the village, as well as those of
other villages, the Ditira should give them Gandha, Vidds, and $’eles*
in the order laid down. Wages should be paid to the different
servants. On the tenth all should assemble, and should cull the
youngest cocoa-nuts from the trees in the Endm-garden, and with the
water obtained from them, should give a cooling bath to the goddess,
perform her worship, and should present an oblation, provided with all
the articles, items, and particulars necessary to render it complete.
Thereafter Gandha, Vidas, and bits of cocoa-nut should be distributed
to all, and the ceremony of the nine nights completed. On the
seventh of the second half of Chaitra, the D4tdra should invite all the
inhabitants cf each house to repcat the name of the goddess, and
turn the beads of the rosary. On the eighth, the Ditéra should
perform a solemn enunciation of the object of the cercmony,
and should give to the Vais'ampayana Upidhya the office of
A’chirya, or the officiating priest, who should cause the repeating, &c.,

“ S'cle is the plural of S'eld, which is a sort of scarf depending from the

shoulders loosely over the body. No such clothes are actually distributed at present,
but they might have been so formerly.
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to be performed by all, and complete the ceremony. On its con-
clusion, Gandha, Vidas, and money-presents should be distributed to the
A’chdryd and all the other Brihmanas. All should then go home.
On the fourteenth of the second half of the month of Chaitra, the
Détéra should have the ceremony of Uktivala (i.e. of eprinkling boiled
rice over the streets of the village) performed, and should offer
sacrifices to the devils., On the last day of Vais’dkha, the Virika
should repair to the temple of 8'rf, and after the Didtira has brought
out the idol Bhivai Devi, which is in that temple, should clean the
place and bedeck it with streaks of the ashes of rice-husks, &c., and
should sit there. The women of the village will go to see that goddess,
and will perform her worship and present her with oblations and
money-offerings, both of which last should be carried away by the
Virika. In the evening, the goddess should be kept by the Ditara
in the sanctum sanctorum, and the Virika should clean the place
and bedeck it as before,

On the fourteenth of the second half of the month of Jyeshtha, the
Madheriin [or the little corpse]* should be carried round. The
materials for this should be furnished by the Béla-Vartaka. The
Ditéra should annoance the determination of performing the cere-
mony, and the Upddhyd should cause him to pour the water.
Formerly, when the devils had taken the life of the Brihmana
[Détdra], the sage had caused them to bring him back to life,
promising them a humen sacrifice, which should therefore be dressed
in new clothes, and be accompanied throughout the village by the
S"idras and the worshippers of the inferior deities, and after being
carried round the village it should be brought to the temple
of the §’ri, and the holy water from the temple, as well as the waters
from the tanks and wells built by the sage, being brought, should be
sprinkled thereon, and incense should be offered and lights waved
to the goddess, to whom prayers should be offered by all; the
S'rf should then cause the man to come to life again.

From the terth of the first half of A’shidha, the Chdturmisya, or
the quadrimester, commences, and from that day and the day following,
the masque of the goddess should be put in a pdlki, [or palanquin as it
is more commonly called] and carried round the whole village, and the
worship and oblations, which the people will offer, should be received.

® See preliminary remarks, page 8.
{ras
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In this manner people should go on till the eleventh of the first half
of Kdrtika.*

On the fourteenth of the first half of S'rivana, an invitation from
the goddess should be issued by the Ddtira to all for the performance
of 8'rdvani [i.e. the ceremony of renewing the sacred thread]. On
the fifteenth, the Updkarma [or the taking up the study of the Védas],
should be performed. The Utsarjana [or the ceremony of suspending
the study of the Védas] should be performed in the temple of
Mahddes'vara. The materials for performing the Updkarma should
be kept ready by the Ditdra in the temple of §'rf, and the Ddtira and
all others should make the necessary determination, worship the
Ganapati, and throw rice on the Upddhyd, who should then
begin the ceremony and complete it. The lamps, which may have
been brought there for presentation, should be presented—the first
to the goddess ; and if there be a second, it should be given to the
Vais'ampdyana ; if a third, to the Dharmddhikdri ; if a fourth, to the
Jos'i; if a fifth, to the [about 6 letters lost] Koparakara; and if there
be more, they should be given to the different great DBrahmanas
amongst the inhabitants. The determination for giving the lamps
should be caused to be performed by the Upddhy&. Thereafter all
should go home. The Upddhy4 should be invited by the Ditira to
dinner. In the village, whoever has to perform any sacrifices for the
deities or to the manes of ancestors, should first of all call upon the
privileged persons at their houses, and invite them according to
the order laid down. ‘Whenever there is a ceremony in the
temple of 8'ri on account of the village, the determination to perform
the same should be made by the Détira, and the Vais'ampdyana
stould be appointed the conductor of these ceremonies, and the
Sadas’avarna 1+ should also be given to him. In the village also
people should conduct themselves as is herein laid down. The Jos'i
should be appointed Bralimi.} ‘The duty of Brahmi on the
occasion of the ceremony of S§":dvani, should Le couferred upon the

* This practice has ccased.

t Sadas'avurna is a corrupt forin of Sadasyavarna, which means the authority
of Sadasyw or head of u Sadasa, an assembly.

$ DBrulmd. The first of the Hindu Triad, representing the cvolver “and
constructor of the universc. Here it meuans the fourth priest officiating at a
S'rauta sacvitice, whose chicf duty jt is to decide on the propriety or othcrwise
of the texts recited during the riwal, tyem the Ieig, Yajur, and Sdma Vedas.
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Vais'ampdyana. The Gandha, Vid4, and all honor first due to the sage
should be given to the Vais'ampiyana, he being called the son. The
duty of Brahm4 belongs to the Jos’i. The offices of Upiddhys and
Dharmddhikiri, these two houors in the village, belong to the
Vais'ampdyana. The third belongs to the Jos'i. [About eight letters
lost.] To whoever, besides the Brihmana, may be entitled to wear
the sacred thread, as well as to the Gujars, and Kshatris and Sondras,
there is no other Upddhyd except the Vais'ampdyana, and no other
Jos'i, except the village Jos'i. In this manner everything should
be conducted. '

On the fourth of the Ist half of Bhidrapada, whatever people may
come in the temple of the S'ri, to see the Ganapati, the Ditira should
give them Gandha and Vidds, On the 15th of the same half-month
and on the last day of that month, the Ditira should invite the
people of the village to the S'dradi-navaritra, [or the first
nine nights of the month of A’s'vina,] on behalf of the S'ri.
Ou the 1st of A'¢’vina-s’'uddha, the K4rabhiris or managers of
the village should cause the Datdra to bring, from the Enam-stores
of the village, materials for establishing the Ghata,* and the
D4itéra should make the determination and formally enunciate the
purpose of the ceremony, and bestow the office of A’chirya or officiator
upon the Vaisampdyana. Thus the Ghata should be established.
"The offices of the Devi should be recited. And the people should
listen to the expounding of the Purdnas. On the seventh day, the
Ditara should issue an invitation for repeating the names of the
goddess and turning the rosaries. All the people, the young
and the old, should come and perform the repeating the goddess’s
name, and turning the rosary. The formal enunciation of this
cecremony should be made by the Ditira, and the duty of officiator
should be conferred upon the Vais'ampiyana, who should conclude
the ceremony. Ou the 9th day, materials for performing the Homa,
or fire-sacrifice from the Enam-allowance [are to be brought]. After
the conclusion of the Homa, an oblation should be given, which the
trumpeter and the Virika should take away. Thereafter milk should be

* A vessel for holding water, having a mango-sprig, & cocoa-nut, and betel-
leaves, and betel-nuts over its mouth, and certain mystic marks made with red-
Jead or teddened turmeric. lnto this, as the tcmple, the entrance of the goddess is
supplicated by mantras.

3 »
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poured upon the §'ri, in order to give her a cooling bath, and excellent
worship should be afterwards performed and an oblation presented,
and Vidds and money-presents should be given to the Upddhyd and
other Bréhmanas. In return for the Japa * to be performed during the
Navaritra, the Up4ddhyss should cultivate the field called Mal4, and
enjoy it as an Enam. On the morning of the tenth, all should go to
the temple of the 8/r{ and the Upddhya should cause the Datira to
perform the ceremony of abandoning the Ghats, and sprinkle the
water upon all. In the evening all should go to cross the boundary by
going near the temple of Mah4des'vara, and worship the S'ami-tree
(Mimosa Suma), or the worship of the 8'ami-tree should be performed
on the village-boundary, near the river. Thereafter all should come,
with tom-toms beating and trumpets blowing, to the temple of the
S'ri, and view the goddess ; after which, all should go to their respec-
tive homes.

On the 15th of the first half of the month of Kéartika, all should go
to light the Tripura.t+ Gandha and Vid4s should be given to all from
the Endm allowance.

In the month of Pausha, on each Tuesday, Gandha and Vidds
should be given to all, from the Endm allowance.

On the fourteenth of the second helf of the month of Mégha all
should perform [about three letters lost].}

From the first of the first half of Phdlguna, the dancers or sport-
makers should pay respects at the temple, and at the houses of the
privileged persons, in the proper order. The houses of the privileged
persons should be visited from the south to the north [dnmely, the first
house must be the southernmost, and thence they should visit them
in the direction from south to mnorth, the last house in the
north being honored last]. On the 15th [of that month] the
Sondra should perform the sacrifice [to the Holi] on the east,
beyond the tutelary deity at Navdnagara [or the new-town]. The

® Japa, the repeating the name of god, and turning the rosary.

¥ Tripura. A lamp-pillar erected in front of 8 temnple, on which one or more
lights are placed.

+ The letters lost probably refer to the observance of the fast on this day,
which is well known as S'ivardtri, or the night of S%iva. On this day, S'iva is

worshipped with mango-blossoms and white flowers, which are reckoned tbe
favorites of that deity.
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Sonara should invite the privileged Brdhmanas; the trumpeter should
precede all of them in the evening, when they-should go by the road
leading [to Navdnagara] by the passage through the [east-north-east
corner of the village] place called Kopari. After going there, the
Vais'ampdyana should dictate the form of worship to the Sonara.
Thereafter Gandha and Vidd should be first of all given to the
Vais'ampdyana-Up4ddhyd ; secondly, to the Mahdjana ; thirdly, to
the second Mahéjana; fourthly, to the Ddtara; fifthly, to the
Jos’i ; sixthly, to the Bdla-vartaka; next to the Dharapa; then to
the Sutira ; and afterwards to the Koparakara-vartake, and the other
inhabitants; and all should return, trumpets blowing and tom-toms
beating, by the above-mentioned corner passage to the neighbourhood of
the S'ri Bahirava. On arriving there, the Dalavi should supply the
materials of worship to the Vais'ampdyana who should perform the
worship, and all should circumambulate [the pile], and light the
Ioli,* after which the Gurava and Virika should escort all to their
respective homes. On the Ist of the 2nd half of Philguna [i.e. on the
day following the Holi] the Sondra should assemble the people of five
clans + and castes, and come from north to south at the Holi of the
god Bahirava. On arrival, the Bahirava should be consulted,} and
with his consent all should comeinto the village near the temple of §'rf
Ndrayapa. The worshipper of that place will have had a small tank
filled with water on purpose, which should be sprinkled on the sport-

* Holi from Holikd, a Rdkshasi, or female demon, in whose honor this
festival is held. From the 5th of Phdlguna (Fcbruary and March) the villagers
assemble at certain spots appointed for the purpose, and prepare small piles of
wood, grass, &c., which are lighted in honor of the goddess, and after the flames
have burst out, all the people circumambulate them. On the 15th, which is
consilered the great dsy of the Holi, larger piles are generally constructed, and,
principally where S'ddras ere concerned, animal sacrifices are offered.

t It is hard to say which five castes. The word appears to me to be used as
an equivalent for ‘many.’

{ The mode in which Bahirara and other inferior deities are consulted
(for no supeiior deity is ever consulted in this manner within my knowledge,) is as
follows : —Flowers, rice, betel-nuts, or some such substances are wetted aod stuck
to the seat of the idol, and the consulter puts the question thus: “ If such and such a
thing is (o happen, give the right hand one, i.e. let the flower, &c., on the right hand
fall.”’ He waits a few minutes, and either by accident or atmospheric influences,
the flowers either on the right or the left fall down, when the reply of the deity is
considered as fuvorable or otherwise. If both the flowers, &c., fall simultaneously
they are again stuck up.
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makers who may have gone to visit the tutelary deity. On return, the
people should come playing the Dhuravida [i.e. playing with dust] to
the temple of 8'ri, where the Upddhy4 should recite the Mantra, after
which the people should go to view the §’rf, and return to
their respective homes. On the fifth of the same half, the
Sondra should invite all the privileged persons, and the
Détdra also to scatter water, &c., in small drops. On the evening
of that day, the trumpeter and the Virika should bring them all, the
former blowing the trumpets and beating the tom-toms, and the
latter carrying the light to the temple of 8'ri, where the Ditara should
mix turmeric with water and besprinkle the goddess Durgd with
the mixture. The S’ubbhddevi should be next besprinkled. Thence
all should go on besprinkling all the other gods, with the trumpets
blowing and tom-toms beating, by the passage through the enst-
south-east corner to the tutelary deity near the Holi, and thence
to the house of the Sonira at Navinagara. The Sonira should
spread [mats] for the privileged persons, and request them to sit
down. When they are seated, Gandha, Vidas, and 8'elds [or clothes]
should be given [in the regular order beginning with the Ditdra] to
all the other privileged persons. After they are given to the Ditdra,
they should be given to the Upddhyd ; next to the Jos'i, next to the
Mahijana-vartaka. Thereafter the people should return to the village
from the north: The sprinkling of the S'imddevi [i.e. the boundary
goddess] should be performed from the boundary-stone. Thence
people should return to the south, besprinkling all the deities as
they pass along. On arriving [at the south end] all the water should
be poured upon the tutelary deity, and all should return to their
respective homes. In this manner all the Vatandirs should conduct
themselves.

The differcnt quarters of the village were allotted [to the different
people]. The whole village consisted of eight wards or quarters,
wherein the privileged persons should remain. In this manuner the
settlement of the village was made. When the [east-north-east] corner,
called Kopari, was reccived in grant from the Chantarardja, it was
[thought advisable that] the authority of the Brihmanas thereof
should be extinguished. At that time the Brihmanas of that place
stood [before the sage], and asked what were his commands to them.
The sage replied that “in your quarter I should have the following
privileges : —Dharmddhikira [about three letters lost], the office of
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Upddhyé, the reading of Purina at the temple of Mahddes'vara, and
the office of A’chdrya, and Sadas’avarna, and the first Gandha.”
Accordingly those Briahmanas gave to the sage, and the sage gave
them to his Ménasaputra [the son of his mind, or his disciple]; and
the inhabitants of A’stida gave him likewise the offices of Upddhy4
and Dharmdgdhikari in the spot called Champdvati, situated to the
north of the river, and from the river up to the mountains to the
east of Vydghres'vara, and also in the temple of 8'ri Vyaghres'vara, and
these he gave to his son or disciple; and five fields were given to
him. In the quarter called Kdpari, the Vatandira authority was the
Hird Jyotishi or astronomer of the village.

When [the sage] first came to see this spot along with Br4hmanas
from the village of A’sida, and crossed over to thiy side of the
river, he first named the place Niutanakshetra. Afterwards they came
to the sea-shore and began to cut the banian-tree, when the
deities and devils staying there, becoming enraged, deprived the
Brihmana, [sur] named D4tdra, of his life, as a kind of sacrifice.
The deities were afterwards appeased, and the Bribmana brought
to life again; and a second name was given to the place, i.e.
Miilavataka-grima. The establishment of §'ri was made, and Brih-
manas located in different quarters. Many gods and shrines were es-
tablished for restraining the devils. Certain fields were assigned to
the goddess and to himself. The field called Chirekh4na-bdvila
was allotted to defray the expense of his annual ceremony. The
field called Vonvalen, was allotted for oblations to the goddess. The
field called Kanaka, for flowers, &c., to the goddess; the spot
called Umbara-kshetra, for celebrating the festival of the goddess;
the spot Lamaga, for certain duties conneeted with the fair of the
goddess ; the spot called Chandana, for Gandha, Vidds, and money-
presents to the Brihmanas invited on the occasion of his [i.e. the
sage’s] annual S'rdddha [or funeral ceremeny] ; the field called Ganes’a
was assigned to [the gods] Ganapati and Nigales’vara. The field
called Madhas’eta was assigned to [pay expenses of] the ceremony
called Madherdin.* [The sage] asked for, and obtained for
himself and the goddess a field beyond the river. Besides, the
field [called Kesara] was assigned to the *‘ abode of nothing.”” The field
called A’da, consisting of five sections, whereof one section being

* See page 23,
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field Kesara was assigned to the ‘““abode of nothing,” and four
were kept for himself and for religious offerings to the S'1{ or goddess.
The proceeds thereof are to be half kept in the treasury [of the
goddess], and the other half to be taken for the support of their
families by the adopted son of the sage and the Détira. The field
Devalen was assigned for the oblation and the [annual] fair of the
boundary goddess, and the fields Chandriga and Madisa were assigned
to the treasury of the goddess. The southern boundary of his village
was defined to be the mountain-like stone Bhimasena, the water
on the mountain to the east of that stone flowing to the west, and
to the north up to that in the village.

[The sage] himself asked for, and obtained from the king, the place
called Karavanda.* The honors of elderliness, and the offices of Up4-
dhyd and Dharmadbikéri were his [i.e. the sage’s]; and he established
Brihmanas there, providing them with water and quarters, antd keeping
one for himself. There were S’udra Vatanddérs whom he also
established. For the S’udras and other cestes he gave place in the
spot called Kas'edi, and on the east and mnorth of Négales'vara.
Thus he kept other castes, and he built in the neighbourhood of gods
and shrines, wells and little tanks, for Brahmanas to bathe and pray,
and for watering cattle. On the south-east of the god Mahdirudra
[otherwise called Mahddes'vara], outside the village, he appointed
a place for the Brdhmanas to present the funeral cake to their ances-
tors. To the north of that he appointed burying-places in different
localities for different castes. On the east of Mahddes'vara and the
north of the river, he assigned a burying ground to the people of the
new town. The authorities of the village Phunasuvd were to extend
[their supervision up to] the Kopari. To the south of the tutelary
deity, a road leading from east to west was kept. To the south of
that, on this side of Kopari to the north, he first named his new village.
In this manner making the new village, be established gods and shrines
and tutelary deities in different places to restrain the devils; and he
assigned particular fields [the proceeds whereof were to be appro-
priated] for his annual funeral ceremony, and for the treasury of the
§rf or goddess. For his annual funeral ceremony, the field called Chi-
rekhana-Bavila was assigned, and the field Pedhikd, in the Kopari-
quarter, was assigned for oblation to Mahddes'vara, but one portion

* A village to the south-south-east of Muriida, and called Karanden.
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thereof was to be the god’s, another portion assigned for his annual
funeral ceremony, and one portion was to belong to the Brihmana
[about 4 letters lost] living at Kopari. On the north, the field Chan-
dana was assigned for [defraying the expenses of] the fair of the god-
dess, and for giving Gandha and betel-nuts to all. For himself, he
assigned a place on the south on the bank of the V4ydi-Gangd,
for bathing and prayers, placing stones to sit upon for bathing,
and a small cistern for water, and constructing a Tatdka or small tank
for performing Sandhyd, i.e. prayers. The four boundaries of our
village are :—On the south, the waters on the mountain; on the
north, the waters on the mountain ; on the east, the mountain-slope
up to the point where the waters run yonder; and on the west, the
ocean. This narrative is written.

S5ras
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* § fgd a19f 1N war H_{R.
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Art. Il.—Puttun Somnath- By the Honorable Mg. Jusrice
A. Kinvocn Forses.

Read 14th April 1864,

Purrun SomnaTH has not only been noticed by Tod and Kittoe,
(Postans ?) but has also formed the subject of a paper by Dr. Birdin the
Joarnal of our own Society (vol. ii. pp.13—21). Some explanation must
therefore be offered for again recurring to the theme, but the only one
which I have to offer may, I fear, not be considered sufficient. It is
simply this :—That I not long ago enjoyed the opportunity of visiting the
place, and that, although my opportunities of inspection were very
much curtailed by want of time (the united efforts of insurgents in the
hills and intriguers in the plains having left but little leisure to the
Political Agent in Kathiawar), still I had previously given more atten-
tion to the subject of architecture, and particularly of Goozerat
architecture, than perhaps either of my predecessors had given, and it
may therefore not be altogether presumptuous in me to hope that I
may be able to add something, though I cannot add much, to what
they have collected.

The general features of the neighbourhood of the temple of Somnath
are no doubt tolerably familiar to the members of this Society. The
city of Deo Puttun, Prubhas Puttun, or Puttun Somnath, as it 18
indifferently called, is situated at the eastern extremity of a bay on
the south coast of Kathiawar. The western headland of the same bay
is occupied by the port of Verawul, which gives to the locality ‘its
more common name of Verawul Puttun. A large and conspicuous,
but modern temple of Shiva stands on the edge of the sea about in-
termediate between the two towns. A few hundred yards in the rear
of this temple may be seen the tank called Bhat Koond, the tradi-
tional scene of the death of Shree Krishna. Further inland the wild
hill district called * the Gheer ’ begins to rise, and in the remote

/ras
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distance appears the form of that famous sacred mountain which the
people of Kathiawar delight to call ‘the royal Girnar.,”” On the
enst of Puttun Somnath itself three beautiful rivers, emerging from a
level plain enriched with groves of mango and other trees, meet at a
Triveni, held unusually sacred as the scene of the cremation of
the body of Krishna. The whole locality indeed is filled with
reminiscences of Krishna. The local Brahmins call the neighbourhood
“Vairagya Kshetra,” or “the field of lamentation,”’ because it is said that
Rookminee and the other wives of Krishna became Sutees there. There is
the tank called the Gopee Tulow, from which Ramanundee Wairagees
and other Vaishnavites procure the white clay, which they call * Gopee
Chundun,” and with which they form the sectarian ‘‘teeluk”’
on their foreheads. Some of the modern associations of Prubhas,
though not distinguished for their classical refinement, are very
characteristic of the present state of society in the country, A pilgrim-
age to Dwarka is not properly concluded without a visit to Prubhds
Puttun, and to Prichee, a sacred place a few miles inland on the bank
of one of the rivers which form the Triveni; and these visits are
specially efficacious in the case of persons who suppose themselves, or
members of their families, to be possesssed by evil spirits, as may be
scen from a somewhat humorous native account of them which I have
produced in another place.*

Puttun Somnath is, in its general aspect, gloomy; it is a city of
ruins and graves. The plain on the west side is covered with mul-
titudes of Moosulman tombs, that on the east is thickly strown with
Hindoo pdlyas and places of cremation. The loose sand is heaped up
by the wind against the black walls of the town, and lies there like
snow, reminding one of the white border round a funeral pall. The
road to Verawul takes a line a good deal to the north, to avoid the
heavy sand, and all the traffic tbat there is passes along it. In the
neighbourhood of the old temple there is no motion nor sound except
in the monotonous rolling of the breakers. The tone of the place im-
pressed me more even than the recollection of its story, with a notion
that all the fighting Hindoos and Mahommedans that ever were must
at some time or other have come together in this—well, so-called,
Wairdgya Kshetra, and have put each other to death. Who knows
but what they may make a sort of * Odins’ plain” of it even now,

* Vide Ras Mala, Vol. 1I,, pp. 396—9.
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and quit the joys of paradise periodically, like the Scandinavian
Einheriar, for the mere pleasure of killing and being killed ?

However, leaving these dreamy speculations we have now to deal
with the architectural character of the place, and it will help me to
explain what that is if I repeat here a description of the fortresses of
Goozerat of the time of the Sclunkhee dynasty, which reigned at
Uunhelpoor Puttun from the middle of the tenth century after Christ
until the Mahommedan conquest at the beginning of the fourteenth
century :—

*The fortresses of Goozerat, such at least as are situated in the plains,
are square, or nearly square in form, with large gateways in the centre
of each side, outworks or barbicans in front of these, and second gate-
ways in the sides of the outwork. At each corner is a bastion of the
broken square form, common in Hindoo columns, and four or more
rectangular bastions intervene between each corner tower and the
central gateway. The walls are of solid masonry work, ornamented at
intervals with sculptured bands, and completed by semicircular Xdngras
or battlements, screening the platformed way in the interior along which
the warders passed. The gateway resembles the nave of a choultry in
Southern India; there are six engaged (?) pillars on cither side, from
which spring large brackets, or rather systems of three rows of bracket-
ing, and upon these is laid a flat stone roof. A collonade follows the line
of the walls on the inside, forming a lengthened covered portico, with
a broad platform above. Each fortress contains reservoirs of water of
two kinds ; the tank, the surrowur or tulow, and the well—the wiv or
bowlee.”

Somnath Puttun does not depart in any important particular from
the general design thus described. The walls form an irregular four-
sided figure, of which the south side follows the line of the bay for
some time, within a few feet of high-water mark. On the northern,
eastern, and western sides of the town a decp fosse has been excavated
out of the solid rock. The principal gates are, one near the south-east
corner, opening in the direction of the Triveni, and one about the
centre of the northern side. A short distance from the latter, outside
the town, is a fine specimen of the Goozerat structural tank. It is
multilateral, though, as usual, the number of its sides gives it the
appenrrance of a complete circle. The ghdt, or flight of descending
stone steps which surrounds it, is broken at intervals by paved road-
ways, enabling cattle and wheeled carriages to approach the water.
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A pier is carried along each side of the roadway, and at that extremity
of ench pier which is nearest the water has been placed a columned
pavilion with pyramidal roof. These ornamental structures have
unfortunately nearly disappeared- The water passes towards the tank
through a canal paved and walled with stone, and protected at its
mouth by an open stone-work grating. At the end of the canal, and
forming part of one of thi'sides of the tank, is a tunnel composed of three
perfect cylinders, with four adorned buttresses, resembling the lower por-
tions of the towers of Hindoo temples, or of those beautiful architectnral
monuments, the Rajpoot Jay Stumbhs, or pillars of victory, from
which were afterwards imitated the minarets of the Mahommedan
mosques. Above the tunnel is a flat terrace, which originally supported
a large columned hall with pyramidal roof. Part of a very interesting
sculptured frieze, representing a procession of females carrying water
vessels, remains on one of the walls of the tunnel.

The gateways of Somnath are identical in architectural style with
those of the fortresses of Junjoowird and Dubhoee, the roof being
supported, as above described, by a system of stone bracketting; they
have been a good deal mutilated, and in several instances a two-centred
arch has been inserted by the Mahommedans in the place of the
semicircular cusped forwn which originally adorned the structure.
The sculptured mukurs’ (alligators’) heads, from which the torun
sprung, as well as the bracketting above, are, however, plainly visible,
though some attempt has been made to conceal them. Coloncl Tod
remarked of one of these gateways that ¢ the pilasters being beyond
suepicion Hindoo, and the superstructure being in perfect harmony
therewith, we are almost within proof of the origin of the pointed
arch.” I entertain no doubt, liowever, from my examination of
mumerous similar structures, in which the like artifices have been
resorted to by the Mahommedans, that the account which I have
given is the true one. There is no ground, I believe, for attributing to
the Hindoos of the times preceding the Mahommedan conquest the
practice of constructing two-centred or ‘“ pointed” arches, though
there is no doubt that they did build circular arches, whether of
ornament, as in the case of the toruns, or of construction, as in that of
the tunnels already alluded to.

But now to turn to the temple, which has heen rendered so famous

by the exploits of Mahmood of Ghuznee in the eleventh century, and
of Lord Ellenborough in the nineteenth, and which of course is the
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central point of interest, at Puttun Somnath. I must beg again to be
permitted to employ the mode of deseription already made use of, and
to proceed from the general to the particular as before.

‘The Goozerat temple is, in its general features, very similar to the
temples of other parts of India ; it consists of one or two mundups or
porches, and a square tower containing the object of worship, and
surmounted by a curvilinear spire ; it is surrounded by an enclosure
which contains pools of water, trinmphal arches, and pillared halls.
Sometimes the outer porch of the temple is detached, and it is then
called a choree or marriage-hall. The centre of the choree forms a
large octagonal dome ; corner pillars are added to complete the square,
and an nisle is carried round. A portico of four columns is then
projected from the centre of each side, and again to the centre of this
a second portico of two columns is added. The number of supporting
pillars thus amounts to fifty-six. When the mundups are connected
each is an octagon squared and surrounded by an aisle ; but the first is
wholly columnar, and the second astytar with columns in the interior
only. The first mundup has an entrance on each of the four sides, of
which one opens into the second mundup, and the other three into
small external porches; the second mundup has two doors, one affording
access from the first octagon, and the other leading into the adytum ;
it has also on the other sides of the square two bays or windows either
continued downwards to the ground, or terminating below in balconies.
The adytum of the temple is square, and, where the dimnensions admit
of it, is surrounded by an aisle, used for circumambulation ; it is always
surmounted by the shikur or curvilinear spire. Toruns are placed
between the principal pillars, both external and interna), of the choree
and first mundup. In old examples the porches are covered with
pyramidal many-finialed roofs, but in edifices built during the Mahom-
medan times, the external appearance of the roof is that of a semicircu-
lar or flattened dome, ‘with the inverted lotus ornament and Kulus
(water-pot) finial.

The temple stands within a square or rectangular court, the en-
closure of which is formed by numerous small temples similar in form
and style to the principal building, but of considerably smaller dimen-
sions, and possessing each but a single columnar mundup. In some
cases a small distance is allowed to intervene between these, but more
frequently they are actually connected. The towers and shikurs are
always placed on the outside, and the porches towards the great temple.
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In the centre of the rearmost side of the enclosure three small temples
are pushed somewhat backwards so as to form a break in the line, and
the other points are occupied by three pillared halls pierced for gate-
ways. If the temple be placed on the bank of a river the front
gateway opens upon a ghit or flight of steps, which is carried for some
distance along the edge of the stream.

The ground plan, which I now lay before the Society, shows all that
is left of the temple of Sompath, the astytar mundup, namely, and the
adytum. The building adheres very nearly to the usual form of a Goo-
zerat temple, as above described, but is larger than most examples, and
contains some interesting “ episodes of plan,” as they have been termed.
The most happy of these occurs in the prudukshund or aisle for cir-
cumambulatien around the adytum. This aisle, instead of being closed
as it most frequently is, and dimly lighted by small windows, exhibits
on three sides large and handsome bays, which are very richly adorned,
both externally and internally, and which open on to flights of steps
(now destroyed). The mundup is covered with a dome, but I think
with Colonel Tod, that it is probably not that which was originally
constructed. It is built of stone, and upon the usual Hindoo horizontal
principle, not on the radiating principal as Colonel Tod was led to
suppose, possibly from finding the pyramid on the outside fitted in
with brickwork to form a Byzantine dome. But its entire meagreness
and absence of ornamert, as contrasted with the florid embellishments of
the columns, walls, and flat ceilings, leave little doubt in my mind that
it has been substituted by the Mahommedans for the original, which
was probably too much covered with mythological sculpture to admit
of being stripped sufficiently to answer their purpose. There is a
square porch between this mundup and the adytum. The sacred
symbol is of course wanting, though a ling, and the Juladhir on which
it stood, each split into two pieces, lie outside the temple, and the
Shikur or bell-shaped spire has been destroyed, but the roof over the
adytum remains firm, notwithstanding that its strength has been pretty
severely tested by its having been used for many years as the platform
upon which rested a battery of heavy guns, placed to protect the neigh-
bouring port of Verawul. Of the court which enclosed the temple a
fragment remains in rear of the adytum, and others in a less perfect
state may be discovered extending to a considerable distance along the
south wall of the town. It is probable that the enlosure of the temple
occupied all that portion of Puttun which lies along the ses, and that
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a ghét, the fragments of which are still visible when the monsoon dis-
turbs the sand which in the fine weather is heaped up against the town
wall by the wind, extended along the whole length.

With the exception of destroying the spire, and as much as possible
of the mythological sculpture on the rest of the building, and replacing
the dome (if the,conjecture to that effect be correct), the Mahomme-
dans appear to have done little to adapt the character of the building
to their own worship. They erected a kibla and & mimbur, and they
set up two paltry minarets upon the frontispiece. They formed their
Jumma Musjeed, or principal mosque, out of a small temple in the
peighbourhood, but not within the court-yard of the temple of Somnath,
of which they preserved the surrounding enclosure, after removing the
shrine from the centre thereof.

The interest of the building which I have thus attempted to describe,
depends, of course, very much upon the answer which can be given to
the enquiry, whether or not this is the same temple which was the
object of Sultan Mahmood’s celebrated expedition. We may, perhaps,
come at some probable conclusions upon this subject, by throwing
together the little that is on record of the history of the building, and
comparing the building itself with others, the dates of which can be
arrived at with more certainty.

And first, it is necessary to remark that, though undoubtedly the
fame of the temple of Somnath must have been great and widely
spread, we do in fact know hardly anything about the place before the
time of Mahmood of Ghuznee; indeed very little is known of the
general history of Goozerat and Soreth for some centuries before his
time. Dew Bundur, the Portuguese Diu, and Puttun Somnath, are
said to have been, in the eighth century of our era, in the hands of a line
of Rajpoot princes, bearing the surname of Chowra. They, probably,
owed allegiance to that powerful Rajpoot family, the Chélookyas or
Solunkhees, who reigned at Kuleedn, near Bedur in the Deccan. Jusraj
Chowra, then holding the town of Punchusur on the Runn of Kutch,
was attacked and slain by Bhoowur Solunkhee, king of Kuleedn.
‘Wuaraj, the son of Jusraj, founded the city of Unhilpoor, still further
to the south, A.p. 746, and his descendants in the male line reigned
there until 942, when the crown passed by marriage into the
hands of a descendant of king Bhoowar, viz. Moolraj Solunkhee.
5
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Mahmood’s invasion occurred in the reign of Chamoond, the son of
Moolraj. *

There i3 not, I believe, any description existing of the temple of
Somnath before the time of Mahmood of Ghuzpee. The *teerth,” or
place of pilgrimage is, however, occasionally alluded to. It is men-
tioned in the Prubundh Chintbmunee that strange merchants, whose
country was unknown, arrived, laden with valuable merchandize, at the
seaport of Puttun in Soreth in the reign of Yograj, one of the Chowra
kings of Unhilpoor, who reigned from a». 806 to 841. The
Dwydskrdy, another Jain chronicle, relates that Moolraj, the first of
the Solunkhee dynasty of Unbilpoor, gained the favor of Shive by
commencing the erection of the Roodra Mala at Sidhpoor, and that
thereupon he was chosen by the god to punish the wickedness of the
Yédduv prince of Soreth, a reputed descendant, it may be observed, of
Krishna himself, who then reigned at Wamunsthuthee or Buntulee,
near Joonagurh, and who, as the chronicler says, slew the pilgrims
travelling towards Prubhés, and strewed the highway with their flesh
and bones. The Yaduv was conquered ; and Moolra) gratefully paid his
adoration at the holy Prubhds, worshipping the sacred Someshwur;
and returned home laden with spoils.t

Nothing is mentioned by any of these authorities as to the form of
the temple itself. We do not learn much more from the Mahommedan
account of the taking of Somnath. ¢“On approaching the temple,”
says Ferishta, “ Mahmood saw a superb edifice built of hewn stone.
Its lofty roof was supported by fifty-six pillars, curiously carved, and
set with precious stones. In the centre of the hall was Somnath, a
stone idol five yards in height, two of which were sunk in the ground.”
It is also said that the temple was built on a peninsula, of which three
sides were washed by the sea. This description certainly does not suit
the present building, which is not situated on & peninsula, bat on the
edge of a bay, as has been mentioned. Besides, there are no remains
of a choree, or open mundup, which the hall of fifty-six pillars, de-
scribed by Ferishta, most probably was. It is not asserted that
Mahmood destroyed the temple, but only that he destroyed the idol,
and we know that at Muthoora he did not destroy the temples; whe-

“ Tod’s Western India, p. 153, see also Ras Mala, Vol. I. pp. 25—35, &e, Vide
Ras Male, Vol. I., pp. 80 and 81.
t Ras Mala, Vol. 1. pp. 52—60,
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ther he was actuated by the love of architecture, or by the difficulty of
making an impression upon these solid edifices, a3 has been variously
surmised. But whether he destroyed the temple or not he undoubtedly
desecrated it, and though the Shastras do treat of the reconstruction of
temples which have been thrown down, and the re-establishment of
idols which have been destroyed,* there seems to be in_ practice a re-
luctance among the Hindoos to return to a desecrated building. An
example of this is to be found in the present state of Somnath. The
old temple is polluted, and retains in the eye of the Hindoo no vestige
of sanctity, and Somndth Mahddeo at present holds his throne in a
modern edifice, erected not far from the old temple by the celebrated
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In Nirpay Sindhu, third Parichhed (chapter), the prakaran (subject) of re-
establishing. Puge 77, line 3.

In Sitdhdnt Shekhar ; il a thief, a chdndél (Mabér), an outcasts, a dog, a woman
ia her menses, touch (a Shiv-ling) and if 8 Shiv-ling, &ec. be destroyed, re-establish-
ment (thereof) ought to be made. Line 13. In Shdlpani, Kushyap (Rishi) ;
for the destruction of a well wilh steps, a (n ordinary) well, a garden, a bridge, &
Sahb4 (assembly-house), a tank, an enclosing wall, a god, a temple, the penance is
(the offering of) four Ahutis (spoonfulls) of ghee. For those gods whoin (any
person) pulls up, Brahwans ought to be fed. Shankh and Likhit Rishis; if an
image, a garden, a well, a road, a dhwaj (flag raised in front of a temple), a bridge,
a nipdn (constructed watering-place) be destroyed, their restoration (consists in)
their re-making (i.e. re-establishment with ceremonies in the case of an Imege, and
simple reconstruction in the case of a road, &c). The destroyer is to bo fined one
hundred and eight Pans (a coin). Page 78, line 11. Afterwards a new idol,
having been made, is to be re-established with the abovementioned ceremonies.
The authority for this (is) clear in the Agni Purén.

8ras
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Ahilya Baee. It is improbable, on these grounds, that the ruins we
now behold are the remains of the temple which Mahmood visited.
That temple may possibly have stood at the furthest extremity of the
bay, where, on a projecting promontory, arc some remains called by
the natives, as I believe, the Heera Kot, which I have not had the
opportunity of examining.

It is a fact which we must not lose sight of, that the invasion of Mah-
mood was an event separated by nearly three centuries from the perma-
nent Mahommedan conquest of Goozerat. Nor was this interval by any
means a blank. It was the most glorious period of the Hindoo dynasty
in Goozerat, during which the Solunkhee kings conquered Mulwa, and
occupied the Konkun down as far as Kolhapoor. After Mahmood
retired the throne of Unhilwara was occupied by Bheem Dev I, a
gallant young prince of the blood, the grandson of Raja Chdimoond,
who commanded the Rajpoot army which attempted to relieve Somnith.
It is this prince, Bheem Dev. I., to whom is attributed, and as it appears
to me with great probability, the rebuilding of the temple of Somnith.
He was succeeded on the throne by his son Kurun, who was in his
turn succeeded by his son Sidhrij, the greatest of the Hindoo kings of
Goozcerat, in whose reign we recover traces of the temple of Somnath.

The first notice which I can find of the temple subsequent to the
invasion of Mahmood of Ghuzuec is contained in the Prubundh Chin-
tdmunee. It is there mentioned, that in the early part of the reign of
Sidh Réj Solunkhee, king of Unhilpoor, which commenced a.p. 1094,
that prince’s mother, Myenul Devee, procured from him the remission
of a tax levied at a ford of the Nerbudda river at Bihoolod, now
Bhaldd, near Broach, upon the pilgrims proceeding to the shrine of
Someshwur at Deo Puttun.*  After his conquest of Malwa, Sidh Raj,
as the Dwydshray records, himself proceeded on a pilgrimage to Deo
Puttun, and worshipped at the temnple of Somnath, where the god
appeared to him in visible form. It does not scem, howcver, that he
found it neccssary to replace any of the buildings there, although he is
famous for having beautified his dominions with many great works of
architecture. 'We may hence conclude that the temple was at the time
of his visit in a perfect state.

In the Prubundh Chintdmunee it is stated that the temple was restored
under the directions of Koomar Pal, the successor of Sidh Raj, and

* Ras Mala, Vol. I, p. 110.



PUTTUN SOMNATH. 59

by the advice of the celebrated Acharya Hemchundra. The king,
it would appear, hesitated at the time between the faith of Shiva and
the doctrines of the Jains, and the Acharys, prudently temporising,
when consulted by his master as to the selection of some object
on which money might be expended, with the view of the attainment of
religious merit, advised the restoration of the temple of Someshwur,
at Deo Puttun, which was endangered “by the strength of the ocean
waves.”” The remark would apply very well to the present building, of
which the ghiit projected into the sea. '

This restoration is mentioned by the author of Dwydskrdy, and is
also commemmorated in an inscription found by the annalist of Rajpoo-
tana in the temple of Bhudra Kilee, at Deo Puttun, but whieh originally
belonged to the shrine of Someshwur. [t is dated Wullubhee Sumwut
850 (which is equivalent to Vikrum Sumwut 1225, or a.p. 1169), and
containg the following narrative :—

‘“ Bhow Vreehusputee, a Brahmin of Canouj, left Benares on pil-
grimage ; he reached Uwuntee and Dhéirinuggur, then ruled by Jye
Singh Dev. The Pramar prince and all his family elected him their
gooroo, and the prince called him brother.

“Sidh Raj Jye Singh was universal lord when he went to heaven;
Koomar Pal succeeded to his throne ; Bhow Vreehusputee became the
chief of his advisers. Koomar Pal was the tree of desire of the three
worlds. He gave his senl, his wealth, and all, under the command of
Vreehusputee, and said ‘Go and repair the fallen temples of Deo Puttun.’
Bhow Vreehusputee made them resemble Kyclas. He invited the lord
of the world to see his work. When he saw, he dwelt on the praise of
the gooroo, as he said, * My heart is rejoiced ; to you and your sons I
give the chief place in my kingdom.” ”’

Then follow these important words :—

¢ Chundrama erected the first temple of gold; then Rawun of
silver. After, Krishna, Bheemdev rebuilt it, and studded it with
jewels, and then Koomar Pal made it once more resemble Merco. The
lord of Goojur-mundul bestowed lands and wealth on the abode of
Brahmins (Brahmpoora). He raised fortifications from the south, the
abode of Somnath, to the north including Brahmpoora. The abodes of
Sidheshwur, Bheemeshwur, were all repaired, and golden pinnacles
raised on all. 'Wells and fountains, halls for travellers, reservoirs, and

5 »
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silver conduits for the water through the temple of the god, with a
throne for the god.”

The last notice of the temple of Someshwur, before its final desecra-
tion, which I have been able to discover, is an inscription, seen by Colonel
Tod, at Verawul Puttun, but originally fixed in the temple itself. It
is dated A.p. 1264, in the reign of Urjoon Dev Waghela, one of the
last of the princes of Unhilpoor, and it informs us that Nansi Raj
and other Muhajuns of Deo Puttun erected a wall around the temple
at Somnath, with a gateway to the north.

The Mahommedan notices of Somnath in after days are very short,
but tolerably clear. I believe the following are all that exist :—

““In the commencement of the year 1297,* Alaf Khan, the brother
of the Sultan Allah-ood-Deen Khiljy, and Noosrut Khan his prime minis-
ter, were sent with an army to effect the re-conquest of Goozerat. They
drove away Raja Kurun Waghela, the last of the Hindoo kings of
Goozerat, from Unbhijlpoor, and among other achievements, they de-
stroyed the idol of Somnath, which had been again set up after the
time of Mahmood of Ghusnee.”+

A.p. 1395, Moozuffur Shah I., Sultan of Goozerat, * proceeded to
Somnath, where, having destroyed all the Hindoo temples which he
found standing, he built mosques in their stead.”

A.D. 1413. Ahmed Shah, the son and successor of Moozuffur,
forced the Ra of Joonagurh to pay him tribute, and on his way home
to Ahmedabad * destroyed the temple of Somapoor, wherein were
found many valuable jewels and other property.”’}

Hindoo tradition names Sultan Mahmood Beguda as the last who
sent an army against Somnath. The Mahommedan authors are, how-
ever, silent as to this inroad.

I have remarked that the description of the temple of Somnath in
Mahmood’s time, as it appears in Ferishta, is not applicable to the
present building, and that there is some ground for considering it
improbable that the building desecrated by Mahmood would have been
returned to by the Hindoos. I have also produced a distinct
assertion, made certainly more than a century after the time of
Bheem Dev, but still made in the deliberate form of an inserip-

* Briggs’s Ferishta, Vol. IV., p. G.
t Bird’s Mirat Ahmudee, p. 162.
{ Brigge’s Ferishta, Vol, 1V., p. 17
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tion cut in stone in the temple itself, and by persons whose tradi-
tional account of the matter was likely to be correct, that the
temple was rebuilt by Bheem Dev. No one, apparently, was so
likely to have been the rebuilder as this prince, who led the army
which attempted to save Somnath, and who became king on Mahmood’s
retirement. It remains to say a few words as to the style of the build-
ing as compared with that of other buildings, to which we can essign
a date with more accuracy.

The more ancient structural buildings in Northern India are divided
by Mr. Fergusson iato those of the Northern Hindoo and the Jain styles.
Among the former he classes the temple at Barolli, of which he says
that ‘it was erected probably in the eight or ninth century, and is
one of the few of that age now known which were originally dedicated
to Shiva.”* Somn4th he speaks of as & Jain building. In pointing
out the principal buildings in the Jain style of architecture so far as
they are known, he says :—

“ The oldest are those at Joonmagurh in Goozerat; but they have
never been either described or drawn in such a manner as to ren-
der them intelligible. The same may be said of the famous temple
of Somndth, against which Mahmood the Ghaznavide directed his
famous campaign in the year 1025. A short account of it is given by
Colonel Tod in his travels in Western India ; and a view published by
Captain Postans enables us to ascertain that it is a 56-pillared portico,
like the one represented in woodcut No. 53, with a central and four
angular domes, but not remarkable either for its size or its beauty. Itis
now converted into a mosque, and considerably spoilt in the process.”’+

Mr. Fergusson has been misled by his authorities. It is, as I have
said, the astytar mundup and adytum which remain at Somndth.
There is no vestige of a choree, or ¢ fifty-six pillared portico,” such as
exists at Barolli or Modheyra. Mr. Fergusson is also mistaken, I
think, in considering that the temple of Somndth is not remarkable
either for its size or its beauty. He says, truly enough, that all the
temples of this style are utterly insignificant in point of size as com-
pared with those of Southern India, and of course there may be very
different opinions as to the value of their architectural style, but, inter se,

* INlustrated Handbook of Architecture, Vol. 1., p, 111.
t Idem, p. 78.
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Bomn4th is more than twice as large as Barolli, for example, and,
judging from the drawing of the latter temple, I should suppose is also
more richly decorated.

Speaking only of Goozerat, for I would rather confine myself to
what I have seen, I think that the distinction drawn between Jain and
Hindoo buildings by Mr. Fergusson is en unnecessary one. Those
that I have examined are really the same in architectural style, if
that is to be gathered, as it must be gathered, from the details, rather
than from the general arrangement. To take only the two most
striking features ; that which Mr. Fergusson calls the Jain dome, is
common to both styles, as is also that peculiarly Hindoo Skikur or
bell-shaped spire. The columns, the torups, the balconied windows,
are the same ; the ornamentation is identical. In respect of general
arrangement, a parallel for a temple of the one style may always be
found in the other. The Hindoo temple is sometimes composed of
adytum and mundup only, the former being covered with a shikur,
and stands alone. Jain temples, built by Veemul Sa at Koombharees,
near Umb4 Bhowdnee, exactly correspond to this description. Other
Hindoo temples stand in a court-yard, and, like the temple at Sidhpoor,
are not actually connected with the surrounding buildings. I have
geen more than one Jain temple of this kind. There is one of con-
siderable antiquity at Shunkeshwur, near Junjoowdrd, which I believe
was the model of the new Jain temple called Hutee Shee’s, at Ahmeda-
bad. In modern Jain temples it is not unusual to employ three
shikurs, of which the central one is higher than the others. This
arrangement is never adopted in temples of Shiva, but it is frequently
employed in those of Shree Krishna. Sometimes, as in the case of the
Jain temple built by Veemul Sa upon Mount Aboo, the cell and porch
are actually connected, and, as it were, interwoven with the baildings
which form the court-yard ; but even this arrangement is not peculiarly
Jain, It is met with in Hindoo temples. An instance in point is that
of the temple of Bholeshwur (Shiva), near the village of Yewut, on the
road between Poona and Sholapoor, a plan of which I sketched some
time ago, and now lay before you. You will see that it approaches
very neatly to the plan of the temple of Veemul Sa as given by Mr.
Fergusson. Difference of material produces certain dissimilarities ; the
hard trap of which the temple of Bholeshwur is built, for instance,
suggests & plainer treatment than suits the fine marble of Mount
Aboo, or the stone of Modheyra or Somnith. The last mentioned
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material being ensily carved and not easily polished, leads the archi-
tect to the employment of more continuous ornamentation than he is
inclined to use when he is working with beautiful slabs of white mar-
ble. - But, in point of architectural style, all these temples, including
the last, are the same. In fact, I believe the style is to be found in
every country in which Rajpoots have ruled, from Ilindoostan all
round to the Southern Mahratta country. I now exhibit a few
photographs of buildings in this style ; some around the Kooth Minar
at Delhi; a small temple at Ulwur in Rajpootana; one at Jabia
Puttun ; one at Bhudureshwur, in Kutch ; one at Dubhoee; and one near
Kuleedn, which is probably familiar to you all, that of Umburnith.

This, then, is the style of architecture of the temple of Somndth. It
is but approximatively that we can determine from inspection of the
building, and without the nid of history, the period of the style to
which any particular building belongs. The progress of the style was
very gradual, and few, if any, of the early examples of it are in exist-
ence. The temple of Somnith clearly belongs to the best period of
Hindoo art in Goozerat, namely, the time of the Solunkhee dynasty.
The ornamentation is at once lavish and delicate, as far removed from
the comparative plainnesseof the older examples of the style, as it is
from the comparative coarseness which the style assumed when it
became debased.

The principal buildings known with certainty to be of the time of
Bhieem Dev 1. are the celebrated temples crected by that sovereign’s
minister, Veemul Sa, upon Mount Aboo, and at Koombhareea, almost at
the time of Mahmood's invasion. The only modes of comparing these
temples with that of Somnith are personal inspection, and the use of
illustrations, and both, I fear, are out of our power at present. Could
we visit the temples together, or could I even call in the aid of the
photographer to a more satisfactory extent, I could, I believe, show, in
a way which would at once command your assent, that the ruins at
Somnath correspond in point of period of style with Veemul Sa’s
temples, and more especially with those at Koombhareea, which, unlike
the temples at Aboo, are shikur-bund or bell-towered, and unconnected
with a surrounding court-yard. I could point out to you specimens of
the same style in the Roodra M4la, at Sidhpoor, commenced by Moolrij
Solunkhee between 942 and 947, but not completed until the beginning
of the twelfth century ; in the temples at Kurusagur and Modheyra,
built by Raja Kurun; in the fortress of Dubhoce and Junjoowdrs,
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built by Sidhraj Jyesingh; and the other works of the Solunkhee
dynasty of Unhilpoor. Any attempt to effect this object must, however,
be postponed, though not altogether without the hope that it may be
ultimately effected. And I would only, in eonclusion, make the obser-
vation that it is in & great measure upon the results of the comparison
which I have indicated that I rely for the establishment of the opinion
which I have formed, that the temple we now have at Somndth is not
that which was desecrated by Sultan Mahmood, but one which was
afterwards constructed by Bheem Dev I., and which was at last destroyed
by the zeal of the renegade Hindoo, Sultan Mozuffer I.
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At the Monthly Meeting of the 14th January, 1864, Dr. Birdwood,
the Honorary Secretary, read Mr. Blanford’s paper, as follows :—

« A species of the genus Otopoma, distinguished by a completely closed
umbilicus, and differing widely in form from all other Indian operculated
land shells, occurs abundantly in Kathiawar, and probably in other
parts of Western India. It has been referred to O. Clausum, Sow., a
shell originally obtained from Arabia and the island of Socotra.
Having had, about a year since, the advantage of seeing original
specimens of O. Clausum in the collection of Mr. Hugh Cuming, in
London, I find that the Indian species is unquestionably distinct.

** Distinguished from O. Clausum, Sow. by its less depressed form, by
the umbilical callus not being deeply excavated as in that species, and
especially by its very different sculpture, and much smoother surface—
that of the Arabian species being marked by close spiral lines.

« Mr. Theobald, who collected this shell in Kathiawar, remarked that
it possessed the divided foot of the true Cyclostomas, and of which
there is no trace in the genera Cyclophorus, Pupiora, or Helicina, and
their allies. It appears, however, that this is not the only instance of
members of the typical group occurring in Indin, for the species referred
to Cyclotus, e. g. C. Semistriatus, Sow., have the same structure. Itis
not probable that many more representatives of the genus Otopoma will
be found in India ; the form belongs to an African type, and should
other species be met with, they will probably be inhabitants of Sind,
Beluchistan, or the Panjab, in which the similarity of climate to that
of Persia and Arabia is accompanied by a prevalence of both animal
and vegetable forms similar to those of South-Western Asia and
Northern Africa.”

At the same Meeting Dr. Biihler read a first notice on the Grammar
of Sauskrit Shikdtdyana. Heannounced that he had succeeded in pro-
curing large fragments, and had hopes of recovering the whole of this
interesting work.
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The work ascribed to Shdk4tdyana is entitled the Shabddnushdsana,
and as the quotations from it contained in Panini’s grammar are
actually found in it, there can be no doubt that the book really belongs
to his famous predecessor.

Dr. Biihler’s paper was chiefly occupied by the proof of this, and by
determining further the relation of the two grammarians. It would
appear that Panini’s work is based on Shikdtiyana’s, and is hardly
more than a new edition of the latter. This fact throws a curious
light on the credibility of the Hindu tradition according to which the
grammarian Saint Panini received his grammar, or its seeds, from
Shiva himself, and is represented as the head and founder of gram-
matical science.

The recovery of this work will be one of the most important steps in
advance lately made by Sanskrit lore, as it promises to give entirely
new information, not only regarding the history of Sanskrit, but also
regarding the general literary history of India, the most curious fact
being that Shékdtdyana is asserted to be a Jaina.

At the monthly meeting of the 14th July, 1864, Dr. Birdwood,
the Honorary Secretary, having read the following resolution of the
Committee of Management :—

““ That the Society be informed in their next meeting of the receipt
of Mr. Cowasjee Jebanghier Readymoney's present of works on
Oriental Literature, of the value of Rs. 5,000, and that it be
recommended to the Society that acceptance of it be acknowledged in
an appropriate letter addressed to the donor.”

It was then proposed by Rio Siheb Vishvanith Niriyan Mandlik,
seconded by the Rev. Francis Gell, and unanimously carried :—* That
the warmest thanks are due to Mr. Cowasjee Jehanghier Readymoney
for his most valuable present to the Society of Works on Oriental
Literature of the value of Rs. 5,000, as now reported by the Committee
of Management.”

At the same Meeting Rio Sdheb Vishvandth Nardyan Mandlik
said, * The Translation of an Inscription in Kathiawar, giving the names
of five Sah Kings, with remarks, which has just been read by Dr.
Bhau Diji, though short, is not on that account of less importance.
By supplying the names of five kings, it will help to fill up a large gap
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in the history of Kathiawar, and throw light on the history of Central
India“and the provinces adjoining. It will, I believe, also assist in
fixing the chronology of early Indian history, and may throw
considerable light on the era of Shalfvéhdna and Vikramdditya.
Probably the next paper will give us more information on these
bearings of today’s paper. But in itself the paper read to-day is a
very important and useful one, and deserving of the warm.thanks of
the Society.

At the Monthly Meeting of the 8th September 1864, Dr. Birdwood,
the Honorary Secretary, read the following letter from Lieutenant
J. D. Swiney, Deputy Consulting Engineer for Railways, Ceotral India,
dated Jubbulpore, 10th August 1864 :—

81r,~—During the last few months I have been collecting implements
in flint and stone, which are numerous in this neighbourhood, I
generelly come across them in granitic gravel, a few feet below the
surface, and often broken pieces of them, on the surface of granite
hills ; others I have found in the bed of the Nerbudda River. They
are of various kinds. Some resemble in every particular the knives
spoken of by Sir Charles Lyell in his Treatise on the Antiquity of
Man. Someare perfect, others in fragments ; some are bleached white ;
many of these I have broken, and they mostly contain a core of
coloured flint in the centre. This, I fancy, proves the age of these
implements. But the most curious amongst my findings are some of
which I have not been able to discover anything in books; they are
in section polygonal, the facets being curved ; many are barbed, others
are trimmed for insertion into a spear-shaft. They vary from % to 3
inches long, and from } to 2 inches in diameter. I have also secured
a number of flint hatchets, oval and circular in plane, triangular in
section ; and one large axe, a most perfect specimen.

Curiously enough, many of the implements are marked with an
instrument much resembling our punch, the diameter varying from
that of a threepenny-piece, to that of a pin’s head.

Can you inform me whether any of these flint tools have been
discovered before in this country? I am aware that some tribes have,
within a not very remote date, been in the habit of using flint tools—
but did any such tribes dwell near Jubbulpore? Anddo not the
bleached surfaces and coloured core of many of the knives point to an

3r
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earlier date? Again, does not their connection with granite correspond
with their position in the European strata where they have been
found ?

I have written a paper on the subject, which I have forwarded with
my best specimens to Sir Charles Lyell by overland route; and as I
imagined the scientific societies at home would take an interest in the
matler, my working parties are still continuing their search, and I have
already obtained about 200 more since the despatch of about 300 to
Sir Charles Lyell.

If your Society takes an interest in these matters, I shall be happy
{o forward them a few specimens to examine.

At the same Meeting Dr. Birdwood, the Honorary Secretary, also
read the following paper from Assistant Apothecary V. D’'Souza :—

Natural history of fish indigenous to Sindh, arranged according to
Monsieur Goan’s system, viz, “apodal,” *jugular,” * thoracic,”’ and
“ abdominal.”” The fish found in fresk water are of spurious kinds,
and only a few suitable to European taste, although the Sindhis eat
greedily of every kind.

No. 1, ““ Sooria.”” Thoracic, prickly-finned. Is common throughout
Sindh, and plentiful during the months of September, October, and
November, the fin covering the gill with nine rays. Is supplied with
two filaments on the upper lip ; flesh pretty good, not bony ; has air
bladder.

No. 2, “Singallee.” Thoracic, soft finned, has no scales. A mem-
branous fin runs along the back, the fin covering the gill with six rays.
Has three filaments of variable size on each side of thelower and upper
lip; the back and side fins are armed with a sharp strong style, by
which it inflicts a painful wound. The use of the fish aggravates
shin diseases.

No. 3, *“ Paboona.” Thoracic, soft-finned, head shaped like * cat-
fish.” Hag fleshy beard on the upper lip, the fin covering the gill with
seven rays. The abdominal, anal, and caudal fins united.

No. 4, * Goj Boowan.” Apodal, the fin covering the gill with
sixteen rnys ; grows to a foot and a half in length. Head terminating
in a beak ; body rounded. Plentiful during the subsidence of inunda.
tion. Is untabooy fish ; flesh unlike that of eel. Abdominal, caudal,
and dorsal fins united.
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No. 5, “ Moondee.”” Jugular, soft-finned; dorsal fin is lengthened as
far as the tail ; the abdominal also reaches as far back as the tail in
the same manner. Anus situated in the centre of the abdomen, at the
commencement of the fin, the fin covering the gill with fifteen rays.
Does not die quickly on removal from its element. Flesh pretty good,
not bony. Has a very large head. It is a mud fish.

No. 6, “Cago.” Abdominal, soft-finned, the fin covering the gill
has nine rays. Is armed with a strong indented' bony spine on the back
and the side fins, the one on the back has a bony foot-plate, to which
it is attached by ligaments. The joint has three rounded heads fitting
in the three cavities in the foot-plate, and moved by means of muscles.
The mechanical construction of the fitting of this joint is such as to
ennble it to move on every side without difficulty or inconvenience.
This fish can inflict a serious wound. Ilowever, it is fortunate that
the spine becomes paralysed instantly on removalinto the fresh air. It
has a strong indented bony armour round the neck. Is a scavenger.
The Sindhis prize this fish for its flesh.

No.7, «“Tallee.” Abdominal, prickly-finned, the fin covering the gill
with seventeen rays. Is found abundantly in marshes and stagnant
pools. The flesh has a muddy taste, and theuse of it brings on fever.
It issold at a very low price, consequently largely eaten by the natives,

No. 8, ““ Marookee.”” Abdominal. Prickly-finned, scaly, the fin
covering the gill with fifteen rays. This also, like the above, is plenti-
ful in stagnant water, but its flesh is dissimilar.

No. 9, “ Dumbree.”” Abdominal, prickly finned. Growsto a good
size, and weighs from eight to twelve pounds. Is tasty and good when
caught in large tanks, the River Indus, and in canals ; butif taken from
stagnant water, the flesh is then similar to that of the fish above
described. The fin covering the gill with fifteen rays.

No. 10, *“ Gunddew.” Jugular, soft firmed, fin covering the gill
with eleven rnys; wedge-shaped, having a remarkably small head as
compared to its size. Tail cocked, the jugular, thoracie, abdominal
and caudal fins united, forming a fringe on the lower edge. Hasa
filament on each side of the upper lip, grows to a great size, and weighs
from forty to eighty pounds. Is found chiefly in the River Indus
and large canals ; flesh has no flavour; it is eaten freely by the
Sindhis.

20
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No. 11, “ Deud.” Prickly finned, thoracic, fin covering the gill with
fifteen rays. During the subsidence of inundation found abundantly in
canals, fields, and every spot where the land has been subject to
inundation. It is an inch and a half in length. Collected largely by
the Shikarees and Moonas, and oil is extracted from it by allowing it to
putrefy. The oil is sold in the market at two annas a seer, and
employed chiefly for burning purposes.

No. 12, “ Soor.”” Thoracic, soft finned, the fin covering the gill with
four rays. Is found in pools, and in canals on the subsidence of water.
Is of & dark mud colour, and armed on the back and side fins with a sharp
spine, by which it inflicts 2 most painful wound. Has no scales, head
flat, has four filaments on the upper and lower lips, The Sindhis say it
is good eating.

No. 13, “Jerka.”” Thoracie, soft finned, the fin covering the gill
with eleven rays. Hend large and bearded. Is found in tanks, the river
Indus, and large canals; grows to a great size, and weighs from twenty to
forty pounds, Has air-bladder. Pretty good when small, and during
the months of January and Fé¢bruary.

No. 14, < Pallow.” Prickly finned, abdominal, and migratory, the fin
covering the gill with fifteen rays. Grows to about a foot and half in
length, and weighs about four pounds. This is the most excellent fish in
Sindh. It is tasty, but bony. It supplies the Sindhis with food, and
Government with a good revenue. It is salted and exported to various
parts of India. They commence their migrations about February, and
ascend upwards, against the force of the current, as far as Bukkur Fort,
near Sukkur, to deposit the spawn. The Sindhi fishermen say that this
fish does not go beyond the fort—reason not given. The privilege of
catching this fish is farmed out yearly by the Deputy Collector.

No. 15, “Dye.” Thoracic, prickly finned. Is a flat fish, the fin
covering the gill with nine rays. In lieu of a thoracic fin, there are a pair
of filaments proceeding from the chest ; the dorsal and caudal fins reach
as farag the tail. Body covered with scales, and variegated beautifully

with blue and gold: collected plentifully during the subsidence of
inundation. Flesh not good.

Remarks.—This forms nearly the whole catalogue of fresh-water
fish found in Sindh. Several of them are caught in marshy situations,
and their use has been found to be injurious. The only fish which are
tasty, and fit to be eaten, are the *“ Dumbra’ and * Pallow.” The
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former, when caught in a running stream, is most excellent. Pallow, be-
ing a migratory and salt-water fish, should not be numbered among the
fresh-water. I have, however, included it among the Sindh fish, as here
this fish is caught in its highest perfection. I have seen and eaten
similar fish near Marmora, but found it inferior in taste when compared
to Sindh Pallow. Occasionally shrimps are brought to the market,
which are of a dirty*black colour, and have long slender claws, which is
not observed in the marine shrimp. They are, however, pretty good
in the absence of better ones.

—_—

At the Monthly Meeting of the 13th October 1864, the Honorable
W. E. Frere read the following :—

The accompanying rupee and half-rupee of the Emperor Jehan-
gheer were, with others, dug up at Ahmedabad, some days ago, in mak-
ing the foundation of a Cotton Press, and were kindly given to me by
Mr. Mcllwraith to present to the Society.

The coins are not to be found in Marsden, and I at first thought they
were coins of Jehangheer and the Empress Noor Mahal; but on examin-
ing them more closely, I find the legend on the obverse is San Noo-
roodeen Jehangheer bin Akber Padshah, the same year 1815, and on
the reverse, By the grace of God coined at Ahmedabad.

The year on the rupee is 1029. The year on the half rupee is not
perfectly distinct, it is clearly 103 ; but as on the obverse of the half
rupee the year of his reign is given as 16, the date should be 1030.

This legend, though, as I have said before, is not to be found in
Marsden, I have seen on one of Jehangheer’s zodiac rupees * Cancer,’
which was sent to me from Dholka, the difference being that instead of
the legend being divided as on these coins, the whole legend on the
zodiac rupee is on one side, and the year of the reign is 13.

ANNIVERSARY MEETING,

WEeEDNESDAY, 30TH NovEMBER 1864.
The Honorary Secretary, at the request of the Honourable the
President, then read the
ANNUAL RePorT OoF THE BoMBAY BRANCH OF THE RoYAL
AsiaTIiC SociETY FOR 1863-64.

GENTLEMEN,—Members.—In the past year 52 resident and 5 non-
resident members were elected, against 41 resident and 2 non-resident



xxii ABSTRACT OF THE SOCIETY'S PROCEEDINGS,

in 1862-63. 5 members died in the past year, none withdrew,
leaving 198 members, viz.,, 157 resident and 41 non-resident on the
Society’s roll.  Of these, 33 are away in England or non-paying. On
the same date last year we had 146 members on the roll, of whom 25
were in Ergland.

Library.—In the past year 681 works in 1,408 volumes, not count-
ing periodicals, were bought for the Society’s Library, against 368 works
in 955 volumes bought in 1862-63.

Presentation of works on Oriental Literature, by Mr. CowasJEE
JenaNGuiER READYMONEY, and of Works on Natural History by
the Honorable JUGGONATH SUNKERSETT.

Out of this pumber, 198 works on Oriental Literature in 292
volumes were bought for the Library by Mr. Cowasjee Jehanghier
Readymoney for Rs. 5,000, and 13 works on Natural History in 165
volumes by the Honourable Juggonath Sunkersett. Mr. Cowasjee’s
present came to hand in July last; and at our Ordinary Meeting held on
the 14th of that month the following Resolution in acknowledg-
ment of it was passed :—¢ That the warmest thanks are due to
Mr. Cowasjee Jehanghier Readymoney for his most valuable present to
the Society, of works on Oriental Literature to the sum of Rs. 5,000.”
Mr. Sunkersett’s present is of the same sum (viz., Rs. 5,000), but as
it has not all been yet received, the formal thanks of the Society cannot
be made to the giver.

Ordinary Presents.—Fifty-five miscellaneous works, in 60 volumes,
and 16 pamphlets were slso presented to the Society.

Periodicals.—The Periodicals taken in by the Society were as
follows :—Literary 5, Illustrated 4, Scientific 32, Reviews 7, News-
papers 9, Medical Journal 1, Law-papers 2, Register and Army
Lists 7, French Periodicals 9, American 5, German 4, Indian
Periodicals and Newspapers 17, Batavian 3. Total Literary and Scien-
tific Periodicals 93, Newspapers 23, out of which 32 are given in ex-
change for the Society’s Journal.
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Tabular Statement.—The following table shows the number of works
ndded to the Library, by purchase, in the past year, exclusive of
periodicals :—

Class. Subjects. Works, | Vols.
I. Theology and Ecclesiastical History ...... 28 44
1I. Natural Theology, Metaphysics, &c. .. ..... 5 6
IIL Logic, Rhetoric, and works relating to Edu-

cation . . . 0 0

1V. Classics, Translauons &c .. 4 4
V. Philology, Literary Hlstory, and Blbllography 7 9
VI History, Historical Memoirs,and Chronology.| 34 89

VII. Politics, Political Economy, and Statistics .. 14 23

VIII. | Jurisprudence ...... 10 63
IX. Parliamentary Papers, Pubhc Records, &c - 43 56
X. Biography and Personal Narratives . cee 53 79
XI. Antiquities, Numismatics, Heraldry, &c 13 20
XII. Voyages, Travels, Geography, and 'lopo-

graphy .. cees oo 59 76
XIIL. | English Poetry and Dramatxc Works ceia 24 40
X1V. Novels, Romances, and Tales .......... 33 139
XV, Miscellaneous, and Works on several sub_]ects

bythesameauthor.................. 25 69
XVI. | Foreign Literature . cees 7 26
XVIIL. | Natural Philosophy, Mathematlcs, &c vees 7 7
XVIIL. } The Fine Arts and Architecture . . 11 13
XIX. | The Science of War, and Works on Mxhtary

subjects.. ... . i er it e 6 8

XX. Natural History, Mineralogy, Geology, &c. .| 23| 138
XXI. | Botany, Agriculture, and Horticulture .... 22 100

XXII. | Medicine, Surgery, and Anatomy.......... 3 5
XXIIL.| Physiology, Dietetics, and Medical Juris-

prudence ......... 1 1
XXIV.| Transactions of learned Sometles, &c .. 26 58
XXV, | Dictionaries, Lexicons, Vocabularies, &c. .. 27 32
XXVI. | Oriental Literature ....................| 196 | 303

Total of Works and Volumes..! 681 11,408
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Catalogues of the Library :—Manuscript catalogues, both
alphabetical and classified, of the works added to the Library from
1st December 1863 to 30th November 1864, are laid on the table ready
for the press. A classified catalogue of the books received in 1863 was
published, and presented to all members early in this year.

Museum.—The Museum has received presents of Geological specimens
and Coins from Colonel Pelly, Mrs. Hough, Mr. Kenaelly, and Mr.
Mellwraith.

Present of Coins from Mr. Cowasjee Jehanghier.—Mr. Frere having
told the Secretary that he intended to part with his collection of coins
before leaving India, Dr. Birdwood mentioned to Mr. Cowasjee
Jehanghier that it would be very desirable to purchase it for the Society.
This Mr. Cowasjee authorized Dr. Birdwood to do at once. It
consists of modern coins, European, American, and Asiatic ; of ancient
Bactrian, Parthian, Sassanian, Cufic, Gupta, and Sah coins ; coins of
the Pathan and Moghal dynasties of India, and possibly the most com-
plete collection ever made of rupees current in Western India, which
were in 1844 called in and withdrawn from circulation. One room will
be entirely given up for the exhibition of this collection and the coins
already belonging to the Society.

Original Communications.—In the past year 9 original communi-
cations were read before the Society against 5 in 1862-63.

Journal.—A printed number of the Society’s Journal ought to
have been laid on the table to-day, but the authors of some of the papers
have delayed its publication, owing to the time they have taken in
carrying their papers through the press. But two volumes, bringing
the transactions down to the end of the year, will be brought out
together without delay. For the future, to prevent disappointment,
each paper will be printed as read, and the copies given to the author
for distribution amongst his correspondents.

Reduction of Subscription.—The Committee have agpin had the
question of the reduction of the annual subscription under considera-
tion, but regret that they cannot recommend any reduction for: the
present.

Alteration of Rules.—The Committee beg, however, to submit a Re-
solution to the Society, extending full privilege of membership to those
members residing at any station upon the G. L, P. and B. & B. Rail-
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way lines who may wish to avail themselves of it, by the payment of
the usual subscription of Resident members.

Government Grant.—The Committee are happy to report to youm
that they have succeeded in their application to Government for a grant
of Rupees 300 a month to assist the Society in the publication of a
Bibliotheca, and their intedests generally.

Financial Statement.—The Financial statement is satisfactory.

The Rev. Dr. Wilson rose to move the adoption and approval of the
report read by the able and zealous Secretary. It was in all respects a
satisfactory document, testifying as it did to the continued prosperity
and usefulness of the Society, one of the most important institutions in
Western India, and to the deep and effective interest taken in its ad-
vancement and efficiency by all its office-bearers during the past year.
It was gratifying to observe the increase of its membership, more
especially when it was remembered that its constituency now com.
prehended intelligent and liberal-minded natives of India, as well as
Europeans who were its original founders and long its exclusive sup-
porters. The enlargement of the library during the year was most
thankworthy, more especially when the general character of the fourteen
bundred volumes, which had been added to it was adverted to. In
connexion with them it was most becoming in the Society to express
the great obligations under which it had been brought to two of its
honoured and generous native members. The presentation made by
Mr. Cowasjee Jehangier had done much to supply the immediate wants
of the Society in the matter of Oriental literature as farnished by the
press of Europe. Through means of it the Seciety was now able to
profit by the progress made in Eastern research in many of the countries
of the West. Of similar importance was the considerate gift, of the
same pecuniary value, of the Honorable Mr. Juggonath Sunkersett,
which had furnished the valuable and beautiful works on Natural His-
tory which were deposited in the adjoining room, and which must prove
a great help to every ardent and scientific student of the works of God
in Bombay. The diversified character of the works purchased by the
Society was also worthy of notice : literature, science, and art seeming
to have had, what is so desirable, their proportionate attention. The
museum, also, was evidently becoming richer and richer from year to
year. The coins, ancient and modern, which nad been obtained as
mentioned in the report, and which would soon be displayed to advantage

4r
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in the new room lately granted to the Society by Government, were a
most valuable acquisition. But what, it may be asked, have been, and
are to be, the fruits all the Society’s literary and antiquarian accumula-
tions? The reply must chiefly be found in the works of its members,
and in its transactions und journal. That no number of the journal
had appeared for a very considerable time was to be regretted, though
the report afforded hopes that this state of matters would not long
continue. The great argument for the commencement of a local
journal had been rapidity of publication, but this rapidity of publication
had not at all times been realized. The remedy proposed by the com-
mittee was certainly an excellent one—the printing of each paper
immediately after its presentation to the Society, without waiting for
the number of the journal in which it would finally appear.

It would be observed, Dr. Wilson continued, that he had moved not
ouly the reception, but the approval, of the Report of the Committee.
If this motion were carried in its entirety, it would fore-close a separate
action in the matter of the proposed reduction of the subscription to
the Society, of which the Committee had expressed the opinion that it
could not be carried into effect at present with a due regard to the in-
tercsts of the Society. Should this course of procedure in the case be
agreeable to the chairman and the meeting, he would now attempt to
produce reasons for concurring with the views of the Committec, leaving
it open to the friends of reduction to propose an amendment expressive
of their views of the case. [The chairman here intimated that the
course now proposed was uite consistent with the order of the meeting. ]

The reduction of the subseription to the Society, Dr. Wilson then
remarked, had often been proposed, and was certainly desirable,
especially in the view of the now inadequate salaries of many of the
officers of Government, if it could be effected without injury to the
Society. Attempts to lower the subscription had been periodical
throughout the past generation, as the learned General Vans Kennedy
had assured the Society when he occupied its chair; and they had been
pericdical during the present generation, as many here present well
knew. The last serious movement in this direction had been made by
their zealous friend Col. French, under the auspices of the President
for the time then being, the able and learned Judge Sir Erskine Perry.
The proposal was then discussed most fully and freely; and it was
negatived at the largest business meeting of the Society ever held, from
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the conviction arrived at, after the examination of facts and figures,
which showed that the Society would lose & .third of its income, and
effect an infusion of membership probably eympathising but in a limited
degree with the objects it had been instituted to promote, by the re-
duction suggested. The first of the questions to be raised in inquiries
respecting the matter was—Do the members contributing a hundred
rupees per annum to the Society receive the value of their money?
No one has yet ventured to answer this question in the negative, and
no one can answer it in the negative who reflects on the advantages
derived from the standard library, the best in Asia, here established ;
from the fresh supply of books censtantly received from Enrope ; from
the numerous newspapers and periodicals spread over the tables; from
the numerous curious and interesting objects of nature and art to be
found in the museum ; from the airy and commodious rooms to which
there is at all times access; and from the agreeable and profitable
literary and scientific fellowship which are here enjoyed. Comparisons
are sometimes made between the chargeé of the learned societies at
home and this Society in a distant land. Attention was directed for
example, to the Royal Society, the honour of our country, the annual
subscription to which was only four pounds, after the payment of ten
guineas as entrance money. This, it was justly said, was only about
half the contribution paid to.the Asiatic Society in Bombay. Be itso:
India is not England ; and the Royal Society is not the Bombay:
Asiatic Society: The Royal Society has its national and general en-
dowments, and requires only a token of the homage of its members ;
but this Society has, from first to last, though not without Government
patronage, been principally dependant on itself for support. Though
not for a moment to be compared to the Royal Society it does for its
members what the Royal Society does not profess to do for its members..
It furnishes the reading of most of them in all departments of author-
ship, and particularly the literature of the East; it furnishes them with
specimens fitted to mssist in the study of both natural history and
antiquities ; it gives them, for meeting with one another and their
friends, rooms, far more airy and capacious than those of any of our
clubs ; it combines the advantages of the learned societies at home,
with, to a good extent, those of the London Atheneum. It does all this
in subordination to the commendable object for which it was insti-
tuted—the investigation of the tongues and tribes, and customs, and
manners, and literature and art of the East. It was found, after a

21
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canvass of Bombay a few years ago, that the reduction of the subscrip-
tion by one-half would get-only a third, or a fourth, more members,
which would diminish the resources of the Society, at the same time
that it would increase its expense. It will be for the advocates of re-
duction to show it can be effected without injury to the finances of the
Society, and to the intelligent and appreciating sympathy necessary
to the prosecution of the higher objects which it has in view. It was
not for the speaker to make light of what might be brought forward on
these "atters, though he had a right to allude to the real exigencies
of the case. He concluded by moving the adoption and approval of
the Report of the Committee, expressing at the same time the best

thanks of the Society to all the office-bearers for their efficient services
during the past year.

Mr. Kennelly, in proposing the following amendment, viz., in Art.
XXT,,. that for the words “one hundred’ there be substituted the
word * fifty,” and that for the word * fifteen”’ there be substituted
the word “ ten” said he, as a comparatively junior member, felt some-
what diffident in accepting a position which pertained to some member
with more weight and influence with the Society than himself. He
had long felt the necessity there existed for a reduction in their annual
subscription, which he thought, however well such might support the
views of the book-reading portion of the Society, had a tendency des-
tructive to its operations and views as a scientific body.

He heard it had been said that to lessen the subscription would be
in a measure to vulgarise the Society. This, he trusted, could not be
true of any member ; but granted that an argument of such a nature
had been attempted, it was met by the simple fact that whether the
subscription remained at Rs. 100, or became reduced to Rs. 50 per
annum, as he proposed, the principle of admission by ballot was left
untouched. The chief argument brought forward was, that to lessen
the annual subscription would be to cripple the Society’s usefulness, or,
in other words, the income of the Society would thereby become so
curtailed as would neccessitate a reduction in the number of books, &c.,
supplied to members.

Mr. Kennelly said.he did not attach great weight to this argument,
or he believed that the reduced subscription would add considerably
to their list of members, and if not at once, would before long place the
Society in a position with regard to funds as favourable as it now holds.
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But granted the soundness of the argument. The Society ought not
to lose sight of the fact that its legitimate-aim is the advancement of
science ; and that to tolerate any rule inimical to sach an aim is to
nullify the intentions and wishes of the founders. The subscription of
Rs. 100 Mr. Kennelly held to be such a rule, for it tended to exclude
gentlemen, some known to him, who, with a lower subscription would
gladly seek membership, and give to the Society that of which it now
feels the loss, namely, matter for its transactions. He could not but
feel surprised that while the Royal Society—the first Society in the
world, he did not hesitate to say—Ilevied an annual subscription of £4,
with, he believed, a large fee for entrance, the Chemical Society £3,
the Royal Astronomical Society £2, and the Royal Geographical £2 ;
only this Branch of the Royal Asiatic levied £10—a fact from which
he held there could be but one deduction, namely, that it tended to
exclude useful and workiog, but not wealthy members, to the sacrifice
of the Society’s best interests and aims. He appealed, therefore, to
the Society to throw down the barriers that existed against the admission
of such a class, and thus place the Society on a foundation consistent
with the principles marked out for it, by its founders, as a scientific
body.

Dr. Birdwood said Mr. Kennelly ought to have founded his amend-
ment upon figures. Ile had long wished to have the subscription
reduced, and so had the Hon’ble President, The Society from the
first had been chiefly kept up by the servants of Government, but now,
crushed as they were under the prosperity of the country, they found
it hard to subscribe, while very few of the numbers of Englishmen
brought to Bombay by its trade cared to join the Society. He had
therefore proposed to the Committee to reduce the subscription to Rs.
75—the lowest rate which he, as a responsible officer of the Society,
could recommend. As they had just received a grant of Rs. 300 from
Government, this reduction would not involve any direct loss—in fact
it would leave a working margin of Rs. 790. Others thought that a
reduction to Rs. 75 would satisfy no one, and also that the Government
grant should be left out of all calculation on the point. Hence the
Committee would not recommend any reduction, and they would vote
together against it. If, moreover, Mr. Kennelly’s amendment, viz., to
reduce the subsecription to Rs. 50 a month were carried, he would regard
it as a vote of want of confidence, and leave it to the mover of the amend-
ment to carry on the business of the Society for the year ensuing.
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Dr. Kane said that he would only ask permission to make & few
remerks in support of what had been said by Mr. Kennelly. It had
come to his knowledge on various occasions that military officers on the
staff, chaplains, and missionaries, any of whom weuld have been =
credit and an ornament to the Society, had been prevented by the
res angusta domi from joining its ranks, and he thought that a rate of
subscription which excluded such a class from the Society ought to be
reduced. ]

Mr. Gumpert said the increase of members during the past year and
the state of the accounts, showed clearly enough that the present rate
of subscription worked very well. He referred to the rates of subserip-
tion and entrance fees for admission to our social clubs which furnish
“ food for the body,” as being high in comparison to the rate of our
learned Society which supplies “ food for the mind,” and said his
opinion was that the present rate would not be a bar to any who other-
wise intended to become members, and cared for the advantages offéred
them by this, the principal learned and scientific Society in Western
India. .

While opposing Mr. Kennelly’s amendment, he felt assured Mr.
Kennelly had brought this subject forward because he thought con-
scientiously that he would further the interests of the Society, and he
was sorry to hear the learned Secretary of the Society comsider the
subject as one involving the question of confidence or no confidence in
the committee.

Mr. Taylor said the arguments that had been adduced in favour of
reducing the subscription to the Society were neither adequate nor con-
vincing. Even on financial grounds it would require more than double
the recent large accession of members to keep up the income of the
Society to its present amount, which did little more than cover the
expenditure, an expenditure inevitably increasing in every way; and he
did not believe it was possible to obtain such an increased number of
subcribers at a reduced subscription, of those who were most suitable and
eligible to be members of the Society, and at the same time keep up the
funds of the Society in their present flourishing state.

Mr. Taylor believed that the present rate of subscription was never
an element in the consideration of those who wished to become members
of the Society, nor prevented any one from joining whose taste and
inclinations would otherwise lead him to do se.
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The practice of the Royal and other learned Societies at home was
adduced in favour of the proposed change, but he believed when all
the circumstances were taken into consideration, the analogy derived
from these Societies would be found in favour of our present practice.
True Mr. Kennelly had said that he knew of many persons learned and
versed in science who were prevented from joining the Society on
account of the high subscription, but as no particulars and no facts
were given it was of course impossible to grapple with mere assertions.
One assertion was as good as another ; when the names of the men of
science and Oriental lore— which no doubt the Society needed—were
mentioned, Mr. Taylor said he would believe in them ; but in any case
he thought it would be most unwise on the part of the Society to alter
a rule which hitherto had worked so well—under which the Society
had prospered, and he had no doubt would go on prospering and pros-
per. .

Mr. Maclean agreed with Dr. Birdwood that the propriety of
reducing the subscription depended solely on the financial condition
of the Society. Now, referring to the balgnce-sheet before the meeting,
he found that the average annual expenditure (including the increase
mentioned by the Secretary) amounted to about Rs. 13,000. The
resident members of the Society, now paying Rs. 100 a year each,
numbered 115. Supposing the subscription were reduced to Rs. 50,
the income from this source would be Rs. 5,750, and adding Rs. 300
for non-resident subscribers, the total subscriptions would come to Rs.
6,000. The Government grant of Rs. 300 a month, added to this,
made their income Rs. 9,600 a year; so that the balance of expendi-
ture over income would only be Rs. 3,400. After a year then, 68
new members in 1865 would supply this deficiency ; and as more than
50 pew members had joined in 1864, paying the higher rate of
subscription, it was reasonable to expect that the members of the
Society would be increased by at least 100, were the subscription re-
duced. There seemed, therefore, nothing to fear with regard to the
pecuniary results of a reduction. In conclusion, he would venture to
say that Dr. Wilson took somewhat too scholarly a view of the
position of the Society. The library might be made much more
generally useful than it is at present, without lowering the character
of the Society ; for, if a rush of novel-readers did take place, surely
the influence of the men of science on the Committee ought to be
sufficient to keep the crowd in due subordination.

21 »
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Dr. Wilson, in reply, said that it appeared from the induigent view
which had been taken of the finances of the Society by the advocates
of reduction on this occasion, whose motives were of the best character,
that they wete founding to a good extent on the liberal contribution of
three huudred rupees a month lately voted to the Society by Govern.
ment. This sum would no doubt be an importent item in the future
income of the Society; but it must be borne in mind that it had a
special destination. It was not intended to relieve the members from
their usual contributions to the support of the library, and the estab-
lishment maintained for their own benefit ; but for the extension of the
labours of the Society in Oriental research. The similar contribution
long given to the Asiatic Society in Bengal, was wisely devoted to the
publication of the Bibliotheca Indica, a most valuable collection of
Sanskrit, Arabic, and Persian texts ; and we, too, in Bombay, it must be
remembered, have a similar work to effect. The publication of Oriental
texts proceeds but slowly, and it needs all available help in the West as
well as in the East of India. We have here, too, peculiar duties devolv-
ing upon ourselves. We hage the principal documenta on which the
History of the Marithds is founded, to collect, arrange and illustrate,
for as yet we have fewer of these documenta in our possession than are
to be found in the collection of the late Colonel Mackenzie, at Madras.
‘We have the literature of the Mardthds, (for they have a literature
forming a curious commentary on many of their institutions and customs)
also to collect and illustrate. Even the printing of our Journal, for
which no charges have been made during the past year, is a serious
matter, especially in view of the high charges necessarily made by the
press in Bombay. It would certainly be very upbecoming for the
Society to do less than usual for its interests now when the Government
has come forward to give it liberal assistance in the least personal
department of its operations.

The Hon. the President confirmed what had just been said by Dr.
Wilson rsepecting the objects of the monthly sum granted by Govern-
ment, and expressed his belief that it would not be a very proper or
graceful act for the Society, on the receipt of this bounty, to diminish
its own contributions to its general fund.

Mr. Kennelly, on this assurance from the chair, begged to wilh-
draw his motion.

The following amendment in the Society’s Rules was submitted for
discussion by the meeting :—
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Art. VIL. “That after Caranja add, or station on the line of
the G. I. P. and B. B. & C. I. Railroads.”

This having been put to the vote was carried.

The Hon'ble Mr. Frere, in resigning the office of President, then
made the following address to the Society :—

In a paper which he read to the Society at the Annual Meeting held
on the 22nd November 1855, our Honorary President reviewed the
present state of Oriental, Antiquerian, and Geographical Research
connected with this side of India : —

“Doctor Wilson concluded by pointing out what he thought were our
then desiderats. I will not reiterate what has becn said by one so much
better able to address you on that subject thao I am; but I will now
with your permission, at this the last Anniversary Meeting at which 1
shall preside, carry out what it was my intention to have done at our
Annusl Meeting in 1654, the first after I had the honor of being elected
vour President. It was then my wish to have given you an outline of
the History of this Society. The occasion would have been most suit-
able, as the Society had then been just fifty years in existence. Cir-
camsiances, however, prevented my fulfilling my intention, end an
cqually favourable opportunity could not recur, but we may perhaps
be allowed to accept the present as not a very inappropriate one.

“The History of the first ten years of this Society is given in the
advertisement to the Transactions of the Literary Society of Bombay,
published in 1819. From that we know that the first Meeting
of the Literary Socicty of Bombay was held at Parell, on Monday
the 26th November 1804. Seventeen persons were present. Among
them, the Governor Jonathan Duncan, Sir James Mackintosh, Lord
Valentia, Dr. Helenus Scott, Mr., afterwards Sir C, Forbes, Sir Jasper
Nicholls, Major, afterwards Colonel Moor, Mr. Erskine, and Mr.
Salt; an array of names, the equal of which we may, I fear, seek for
in vain, among any seventeen who could now be collected together in
Bombay or in India. Of the Infant Society I cannot probably do
better than read the description given by Mr. Mackintosh in the life
of his Father, Vol. 1., p. 236.

“Mr. Mackintosh says,—* Before leaving England Sir James had
resolved to do all in his power to promote the progress of knowledge
within the future sphere of his influence ; and, amcng other means of
effecting that purpose, to institute, at Bombay, a Socicty for the

Sr
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purpose of investigating the, philosophy, sciences, arts, literatare,
geography, and history of India. He was, perhaps, at first somewhat
discouraged by finding many fewer persons at the Presidency who
took an interest in such inquiries than he had expected. From the
early period of life at which all gentlemen intended for the civil and
military services in India left home, few of them could have received
the benefit of a scientific or classical education. Their early studies
had had a practical direction, and the bustle and activity in which
they had spent their lives after entering the service had left little
leisure for pursuits merely literary, or for historical investigations that
seemed Lo terminate in mere curiosity. Yet, having seen much of a new
country and strange manners, they had something to tell, if they had
not fallen into that error which is so difficult to be shaken off, even by
the most intelligent men, the notion, what has long been familiar to
themselves, cannot be the object of surprise or curiosity to others.
Besides few of them had any habits of writing except on official con-
cerns, and they were in general unwilling to commit themselves on
what to them seemed new and dangerous ground. Even the medical
gentlemen, whose education was necessarily more complete, had in
general left Europe at the earliest practicable period : when they had
finished the studies strictly necessary -for their admission into the
scrvice, in order that they might not lose rank, which depended solely
on seniority ; and in consequence few of them had posessed leisure or
opportunity to enter deeply into those important collateral branches
of study, chemistry, botany, mineralogy, natural history, &c., for an
acquaintance with which we generally look to the members of that
profession.  Sir James, from the commanding view which he took of the
varied subjeets of human knowledge and of their comparative value,
from his frank, open character, his candour and indalgence for even
the most imperfect effort to please or instruct, was admirably fitted to
urge forward and direct such an institution. But, perhaps, the very
splendour of the rcputation which had preceded him to India had its
evils, and partially obstructed his designs. Convinced, however, that
to bring together men who were engaged in the same pursuit was the
best mode of kindling their zeal, and of enabling them mutually to
verify the cxtent of their acquircments. After some previous com-
municaiion, he had called a meeting of ‘several of the leading men of
the Island at bis house at Parell, on the 26th day of November, when
the Literary Socicty of Boinbay was formed.’
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¢ ¢Of the original members of the Society Gorernor Duncan was a pro-
ficient in the Persian tongue, and intimately acquainted with the
characters and manners of the natives of India; Major Edward Moor
was the author of an interesting narrative of the proceedings of Lieu-
tenant Little’s detachment, which threw much light on the habits of the
natives of the interior of Indis, and on the geography of parts of the
country then little known ; Dr. Robert Drummond had published 2
grammar of the language of Malabar; Major David Price, who has since
been distinguished by his memoirs of Mohammedan History and other
valuable works on Oriental subjects, was already known for his
acquaintance with Persian Literature. Colonel Boden, who has since
founded the Sanscrit professorship at Osford, had made some progress
in Mahratta learning. Captain (the present Major General) Sir Jasper
Nicolls was one of the first to promote the views of the Society by his
remarks on the temperature of the Island of Bombay; and Dr.
Helenus Scott was known!as a physician by various chemical speculations.
Lord Valentia (now Earl of Mountnorris), and Mr. Salt (afterwards
Consul-General in Egypt), being then in Bombay were present at this
Meeting, and became members of the Society. A proposal made to
appoint the Governor Patron of the Society was, after some conversation,
set aside, on the ground that, as a literary body, it should preserve a
character of perfect independence; an opinion in which Mr. Duncan
himself warmly concurred ; conceiving it to be sufficient honour for
ney man to be allowed to forward such objects, as an associate, on terms
of perfect equality.

** The Society soon after, on the suggestion of the President, published
an adrertisement,* intimating an intention to offer annually a gold
medal as a prize for the best essays on subjects to be announced.
That for the first year, and no other was ever published, was ‘to
illustrate as far as possible, from personal observaticn, that part of the
Periplus of the Erythrean sea which contains the description of the
eoast from the Indus to Cape Comorin.” Sir James translated from the
Greek a portion of the Periplus referred to, which was printed for
distribution. It was a literal translation, with a few useful noctes,
containing the conjectures of former writers as to the appropriation of
the ancient names to modern places. No essays, however, were
presented, and the plan was not persisted in.

* Dated 31st Dcecmber, 1804,
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*<Soon afterwards a plan for forming a comparative vocabulary of
Indian languages engaged his attention. His philosophic views enabled
him to see that the execution of such a design was better fitted than
almost any other to throw light on the descent and connection of
various nations of the east, as it might afford data for penetrating far
beyond the period of recorded history. His plan he explained in a
paper, read in the Society on the 26th of May 1806, exactly two yenrs
after he landed in the Island. It was printed and circulated at the
time, and has since been reprinted in the first volume of the Society’s
Transactions. It was founded on the celebrated comparative Vocabulary
of the Empress Catherine, and contained about two hundred and
fifty additional words. ¢ It is my intention,” says he, ‘to transmit to
the various governments of British India, a list of words for an Indian
Vocabulary, with a request, that they will forward copies to judges,
collectors, commercial residents, and magistrates, directing. them to
procure the correspondent terms in every jargon, dialect, or language
spoken within the district committed to their trust; and respecting
the langunges spoken without the. Company’s territorics, that the same
instructions may be given to residents at the courts of friendly and
allied States, as far as their influence may extend. I shall propose
that they may be directed to transmit the result of their inquiries to
me; and I am ready to superintend the publication of the whole
vocabulary. It is particularly desirable that they should mark with
great precision the place where any one language, dialect, or jargon, or
variety of speech ceases, and another begins; and that they should
note, with more than ordinary care, the speech of any tribes of men,
uncivilised, or in other respects different from the Hindoo race, whose
language is most likely to deviate from the general standard. Mixed
and frontier dialects, for the same reason, merit great attention.’

¢ ¢ A short time before the publication of the comparative vocabulary
(Feby. 24, 1806), Sir James, as President of the Litecrary Society of
DBombay, had addressed a letter to the President of the Asiatic Society,
proposing a general subscription to create a fund for defraying the
nccessary expenses of publishing translations of such Sanskrit works as
should scem most to deserve an English version, and for affording a
reasonable recompense to the translators where their situation made it
necessary. It is written with his usual extent of views and felicity of
language. Somc difficultics oceurred to the Committee of the Asiatic
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Society to whom the letter was referred ; but that body came to the
resolution of publishing, from time to time, in volumes distinct from
the Asiatic Researches, translations of short works in the Sanscrit and
other Oriental languages, with extracts, and descriptive accounts of books
of greater length. The Notices des Manuscrits de la Biblotheque du
Roi, and the publication of the Oriental Translation Fund (for the insti-
tution and support of which Eastern learning owes so much to the Earl
of Munster), afford practical examples of the assistance to knowledge
that may be afforded by such a plan.’

¢ In 1805 the Society bought for Rs. 16,000 the Bombay Medical and
Literary Library which had been founded in 1790 by the Medical
gentlemen of Bombay, and increased by additions from England, wbich
I must mention to the honour of the late Court of Directors, were sent
out from time to time freight free on board the Company’s ships. 1
bave not been able to find a catalogue of the Library, but the books
must have been but few ; for one of Sir James Mackintosh’s last acts
before leaving Bombay on the 5th November 1811, was an attempt to
rectify the want which was felt from the Society not possessing a good
Library. The remedy applied was a request to Sir James to send out a
collection of standard books best fitted to the formation of a Public
Library, as well as to order annually the principal New Publications
as they appeared, on a scale suited to the Funds of the Society. But
even with this assistance no very large Library was formed, for the first
Catalogue I find of the Library printed in 1817 contains only 1412
works including those then expected from England, and a collection of
books on Oriental Literature presented to the Society by Govermment
in 1812.

¢ Since this, in 1820, Mr. Elphinstone presented the Library with o
large collection of books in foreign languages, and Government in 1826
gave us A handsome present of MSS., so that with other presents and
purchases the Library now contains about 20,000 works.

“In 1815 it was agreed, ¢n the motion of Captain Basil Hall, R.N.,
to open a museum for receiving antiquities, specimens in Natural His-
tory, the arts and mythology of the East. I cannot find any list of the
contents of the Museum at any given date, but an acquaintance with the
Society of upwards of 30 years enables me to say that it languished for
several years until we received presents of coins from Sir Alexander
Buros, and minerals from Dr. Malcolmsen, and since then our coins
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have increased, so that with the present just made to us by Cowasjee
Jehanghier, we have a handsome and valuable collection of coins, and
above 12,262 specimens of Antiquity, Natural History, Arts, and My-
thology in our Museum.

¢t The Transit Instrument presented to the Society in 1815 by Mr
Money “ as a small tribute of his grateful respect’” was made over to
the Observatory at Colaba in 1823, the Society never having been in
possession of a room in which it could be placed ; though it was in the
same year in which they received the Instrument that the Society re-
commended Government to erect an Observatory, and informed them
that the Society had a Transit Instrument fit for the object contem-
plated. The Court of Directors in 1818 sanctioned Rs. 2,000 for erect-
ing an Observatory, the Society engaging to defray any excess beyond
that amount. The Observatory is now, I know, engaging the attention
of Government and the Geographical Society, and the subject originally
taken up by this Society belongs rather now to the Geographical Society
than to us.

“In 1815 Sir James Mackintosh and Sir Johin Malcolm were appoin-
ted to revise the contributions to the Society, and in 182) the Society
published these revised contributious in three volumes of Transactions,
which met with the reception they deserved from all interested in
Oriental literature, and have become a standard work, procurable, how-
ever, I am sorry to say now with great difficulty.

«In 1827 the Literary Society of Bombay was grafted as a Branch on
the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, and from that
time to 1841 all literary communications from the Branch Society were
sent to the Parent Society in England, and appear in the journal of
that Society.

¢« In 1841 it was determined to publish a Quarterly Journal of our
own, and Mr. Orlebar, our then able and accomplished Secretary,
undertook the duty of Editor, and his successors in the office have con-
tinued to perform the same duty. The journal never was what it was
originally intended to be, a Quarterly journal, but in the last 20 years,
six volumes of some 4 or 500 pages each, have been published, and if
we may judge from the applications made for copies of it by Societies
and individuals, not only in England, but on the Continent and in
America, we have no reason to be ashamed of our work.
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*I mentioned above that the first meeting of the Society, held in
November 1804, consisted of 17 persons, we now number 204, of these
about 160 are Europeans and the rest natives. In 1811 subscribers
were admitted to the Library but not the privileges of members, and it
was in that same year that the subscription was raised from Rupees 65
to Rupees 100 per annum, at which amount it has continued ever
since.

“Those of you who have been as long connected with the Society as I
have been, will recollect the great opposition which was made in the
year 1833 to the admission of a native as a member of the Society.
It is a good rule of our Society that no record is ever kept of those who
have been proposed as members and black-balled, but it is now a matter
of history that notwithstanding the exertions made by some of the most
popular and influential of our members, they signally failed in getting
this native admitted into the Society as a member, and it was not
until Manockjee Cursetjee had been elected a member of the Royal
Asiatic Society, and his friends claimed as aright for him to be admitted
a member of this Branch Society, that the door was opened. All
honour be to him for his characteristic perseverance and indomitable
courage on this as on all occasions.  After he was admitted—the Hon’ble
Juggonath Sunkersett, Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, and others soon fol-
lowed : and good reason we have not only to be proud of our native
members, but to be grateful to them for the splended additions they
have made to our Library and Museum. To whom are we so much
indebted for presents of Books, and a large and costly collection of
coins as to Cowasjee Jehanghier Readymoney, Esq., and the Hon'ble
Juggonath Sunkersett ; and have not Bal-Gungadhur Shastree, Dr.
Bhid Ddji, and Dhunjecbhace Framjee been large and useful contri-
butors to our journal. Gifts and contributions such as these may well
make the Society proud, and grateful to our native members. Sixty
years ago, the year after the Society was formed, Sir James Mackintosh
wrote to Government suggesting the Establishment of a public Library,
and the building of commodious apartments for its reception, and in
which the Society might hold its meetings. He also asked for Philo-
sophical Apparatus. Government sanctioned the Society’s raising by
Lottery for one or two seasons, the funds necessary for this undertaking,
and which were estimated at a lac of Rupees. But it was not until 1817
that the Society subseribed Rupees 10,000 towards building the Town
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Hall. I have not been able to discover where the Society met after they
ceased to meet at Parel), until their meetings were held in the Rooms
where first I knew the Society, near the Bank, now occupied, I believe,
by Jaffer Sulliman & Co. You will imagine that the space there was con-
fined, and that it was with great satisfaction that, on the 26th Novem-
ber 1830, the Society moved into these rooms which had been furnish-
ed for them by Government. There was however, one loss which we
sustained, and that was jn our camphor-wood book-shelves and cases.
It was not remembered until after they were sold as old furniture, for,
I think, less than Rupees 200, that the book shelves were all of cam-
phor-wood, and that it would have been good ecomomy to have kept
them.

*“ We are now again feeling cramped for space, and though our ener-
getic Secretary is making the most of the rooms, we hope the day i3 not
far distant, when, if the Society flourishes as it has hitherto “done, we
shall be obliged to ask assistance from Government in the grant of
more rooms.

¢ The time will probably be deferred, if the company now forming in
Bombay to establish a circulating Library be carried out. You will
then no longer require to be supplied with novels and light literature,
you may even part with that you have; but then you will be obliged to
reduce your subscription and your number of subscribers will certainly
be reduced, for we are well aware that not all our members care to be-
long to the Society purely for the reasons for which it was founded “the
investigation and encouragement of Oriental Arts, Science, and Litera-
ture.”” But many will leave us when they can be better supplied with
the literature of the day for Rs. 50 or less per annum. When that
day arrives, and for its early dawn you must be prepared, the Soeicty
will become what Sir James Mackintosh intended it to be, and we
might then open the doors morc widely to those who would seek
entrance to a purely scientific and learned Society. But we must
continue to bear in grateful remembrance the obligations we are now
under to those who, looking only for the literature of the day, have by
their subscriptions and membership enabled us to earry out the higher
object our Founder had in view, and I think it has always been lost
sight of in the discussions we have had on the subject of reducing our
subscriptions, that the comparison in the ratc of our subscription is not

with the Royal Socicty, the R. G. 8. or IR, A. 8., but with any Learned
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and Scientific Society plus the Circulating Library and the Reading
Room. When to the subscription in England to the R. A. 8. is added
the subscription to the Circulating Library and the Reading Room, the
subscription to our Library, with the expense of getting books out here
will not be found extravagant.

¢ There is also another way in which you may iacrease your members
and your funds even after the secessions. I have just mentioned a
method which you have this day saactioned and adopted. Few persons
until they become resident in Bombay derive any benefit from the
Library, they pay as members but get nothing for it. The Railways,
however, now make Poona, Sholapore, Ahmedabad, and Malligaum es
accessible as Tanna and Caranjah were when the first meeting of the
Society was held, or when I joined it 30 years ago, and when light
reading ceases to be supplied by the Society there will not exist the
same objection as there might be now to works being sent to out-
stations, or at any rate to those stations which are on the Railway.
But when that day arrives yon will require an entire change in the way
in which books are distributed, and you will find the absolute necessity
of recalling all books once in the yeer to ensure books not being
“lost”” (which is I believe the accepted phrase) as I regret to say, they
now too often are.

“ Among the points deemed worthy of record regarding the Society
‘were the names of the Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers, and
were it not that I see I have held office as President longer than any
of my predecessors, and have I fear nothing to shew you in requital
for the honour done me, I would ask you to look at the annexed list,
and bear in mind what your Presidents have done for Oriental and
General Literature. When among the Presidents appear the names
Mackintosh, Taylor Money, Elphinstone, Malcolm, Vans Kennedy,
Wilson, Stevenson, it appears presumptive to have allowed my name
to be among them, and it is with scarcely less diffidence that I tell
you, that though it is advisable to select your President sometimes
from those who have not literary powers and accomplishments to
recommend them, it is to the Secretaries you must look for the
substantial benefits to your Society, The Society is honoured by
having such men as those I have named above as its Presidents; but
it is nothing new that I should tell you that it is to Mr. Erskine,
Colonel Kennedy, Cotton -Money, Orlebar, Malcolmson, Bird, and

6 »
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Carter, that we owe our material prosperity. You are probably surprised
at my finishing the list with Carter, and you have good reason to be so*
Those I have named have all passed away from us, and have become
a8 it were subjects of history which all may cauvass; and I have
entirely misunderstood our present Secretary, Dr. Birdwood, whose
ability, research, and science, and whose energy and zeal in our service
is second to none of his Predecessors, are beyond all praise and known
to you all, if I did not, while saying to his face what truth and justice
alike compel me to do, at the same time apologize to him for what I
have done.

““The Society, has ever acknowledged its obligation to their Secretary,
an address was presented to Mr. Erskine, the first Secretary, on his
leaving the Society in 1823, in which the formation and prosperity of
the Society is attributed principally to his unremitted and judicious
exertions ; and similar obligations have been admitted to be due to
most of those gentlemen who have accepted that office, In 1842 more
than Rs. 2,000 were raised for a memorial to their much lamented
Secretary, Dr. Malcolmson. A like sum was raised for 8 monument
and memorial of General Vans Kennedy, who was for 8 years Secretary
to the Society,—a longer tenure of office than any held, except Dr.
Carter.

T cannot draw comparisons between the two Secretaries who have
assisted me while President of the Society. Our intercommunion has
been the means of forming a sincere friendship between us, founded
upon feelings of deep esteem. Dr. Carter has added much to science,
and communicated many papers to our journal, and we have acknow-
ledged to him our appreciation for his services; and if Dr. Birawood is
only granted health and strength for an equal length of time, if we
may judge from the great additions to our library and accommodation
which he has obtained for us in the last two years, his resignation of
officc will also call forth as substantial a recognition of his services on
your part as any of his predecessors have received.

I cannot conclude without noticing the great desiderata which Dr,
Wilson pointed out in the paper to which I referred at the beginning of
my address.

“1 ¢The regular publication of the journal at intervals not exceed-
iug six months in ordinary circumstances, it being understood that the
Seccretary with a view to the abridgment of his labours, in editing it,
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shall enjoy the assistance, when practicable, of the membera furnishing
articles to its pages.’

“This is very desirable, but it must depend entirely upon the con-
tributions and contributors whether it can be carried out. It must
depend upon the number of papers contributed, and upon the state of
compieteness in which they are sent to the Secretary. I know that the
publication of the present number has been long delayed from the
authors’ correction of their papers, and I also know that other occupa-
tions, which cannot be postponed, prevent the completion of many papers
members have commenced, or the commencement of much which
members, had they leisure, would do. These preclude the possibility
of the regular publication of the journal, though I recommend it most
seriously to your consideration to furnish all the information you can
in papers to the Society, and send them to the Secretary as complete
as possible for publication.

«2, ¢The presentation to the Society, by Government, of all
official articles of a Literary and Scientific character, bearing upon the
objects which it is intended to advance, for illustration and comment
and precise scientific editorship in the journal. For example, the copies
of old inseriptions which appear in the valuable volume on Kolapur
published by Government might have been handed over to the Society
and given forth in a suitable form, with an identification of the dynasties,
&c., to which they belong. The Ethnographical papers, too might well
go through the ordeal of the Society. This disposal of them, in the
first instance, would not be inconsistent with their subsequent introdue-
tion into the Government Selections which are carefully edited by Mr
Thomas and others, for official and general use.’

“ Government have never failed to avail themselves of the services ot
the Society for any information they may require, nor to hand over to
the Society all articles or copies of inscriptions which might be better
preserved or treated of by the Society than they could expect to be if
retained by Government.

«3. ¢ The Society should systematically seek to enlarge its library
of printed books and manuscripts in the Oriental and Scientific depart-
ments, 8o as to afford every facility to its members to engage in those
peculiar studies which it professes to countenance and advance. In the
case of needful Oriental manuscripts our library is particularly defec-
tive. Though not one of the richest members of the Society, the

22
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exigencies of my own engagements have forced me to purchase, from
first to last during the last few years, a vast many more than the Society
has done in its collectjve capacity. For an indiscriminate purchase of
manuscripts, however, I would not plead. I ask only the acquisition
of those which are needful for our actual research.”

“I hope the arrangements which were made to meet this have been
successful in supplying this desideratum, but we must bear in mind
that the members of the Society have different objects and pursuits in
their studies, and that all the exigencies of all the members cannot be
supplied at once, and I fear that the more works we purchase in dif-
ferent branches of study, the more will be the want felt by those pursu-
ing only one or two researches, of the want of manuscripts or books of
reference in our library needful for their own particular use.

“4, “The Cave commission should be empowered by Government to
employed & learned native, acquainted with the Cave character, to
collate transcripts of the inscriptions made by Mr. Brett, and published
in the Journal with the originals, with the view of correcting errors,

which, for reasons slready mentioned, are abundant, notwithstanding
the care of Mr. Brett.

¢5. ¢The learned native shovld afterwards be retained in the
gervice of the Society, like the Pundit of the Asiatic Society in Bengal,
for aiding it in decipherment, translation, and other similar occupations.
Colonel LeGrand Jacob, who feels a particular interest in the objects
of this meeting, attaches much importance to such an arrangement as
this. Why should we not immediately take steps for the publication,
in connection with Government, of a Corpus inscriptionum embracing

the whole of the ancient documente on stone and copper to which we
have access ?’

¢ On this subject I will not suffer myself to speak. The failure of the
Cave commission, and the waste of the salary paid to the ¢learned

native’ are beacons which mark dangers I trust the Society will
always in future avoid.

“6, ‘Itis desirable that one of the clerks employed by the Society
should have a knowledge of natural history to give effectual assistance
to the Secretary in the care of the Museum.

“1 would add that in my opinion every department whether Books,
Manuscripts, Natural history, Fossils, Sculpture, Weapons, Coins,
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should have a clerk or an assistant secretary to give effectual assistance
to the secretary in the care of every article in the Library or the
Museum,

“7. ‘A monthly grant of money in aid of the objects of the Society
ghould be solicited through Government from the Court of Directors of
the East India Company. Large sums are given to the Bengal Society
while nothing is given to that of Bombay, but presents of Books and
the rooms in which we hold our meetings and accomodate our Library
and Museum. It is to be observed that our voluntary pecuniary
contributions to science and Oriental literature do not fall short of
those made on the banks of the Ganges. They amount in round
numbers to about a thousand pounds per annum.’

“This grant from Government has now been obtained, the sanction of
the Government of India to a grant of Rs. 300 per mensem having
this day been communicated to you. I must however correct the mis-
take of supposing that these Rooms are a free gift to us by Govern-
ment, I have already shown you how the Society subscribed Rs. 10,000
towards this building. '

«“8 ¢ The library of the Society should continue to be available on
easy terms to all parties seeking to advance the objects of the Society,
whether they be members or not.’

¢ I have never heard any complaint against the Society for not throw-
ing its doors sufficiently open to all persons seeking to advance the
objects of the Society. The Society professes, and, I believe, acts up
to its profession to allow all indigent students, occupied in the pursuit
of any study, free access to its library ; and I am sure I only echo the
feelings of all members of the Society that the day may never come
vhen it can be said that a single honest and deserving student, was
ever on any plea refused the free use of the Library.,

I trust you will now see and admit that though the Society has
fluctuated, at times being presided over by eminent men in all relations
of life, and assisted by Secretaries fit coadjutors for such heads, while at
others it has languished, still it has on the whole faithfully fulfilled the
object for which it was founded ; but I cannot too thoroughly impress
upon you that there are but few men who, in this country do not daily
see something to tell of, ‘if” in the words I read to you before, ‘they have
not fallen into that error which is so difficult to be shaken off even by
the most intelligent men, the notion that what has long been familiar to
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themselves cannot be the objects of surprise or curiosity to others.’
Let me therefore entreat your attention to what we know were our first
President’s objects and wishes in founding this Society, and what we
see the Society have been able to effect, and beg you earnestly to in-
crease, and not relax in your exertions.

“ The Society is now, I may say, on the verge of a Revolution. It
cannot extend its Library as a circulating Library, and at the same
time it cannot afford to declare itself to be purely literary and scien-
tific. It will soon cease to attract those who require the one and will be
too expensive to be maintained as the other. You must be prepared to
meet this danger when it arises, and when those who waut only a circu-
lating Library leave you, you must in cuttingoffthat branch of expense
invite those who in the pursuit of science alone are now unable to join
the Society as now constituted. I caonot contemplate the vast increase
in the number of Europeans I now see in Bombay, nor the high stand-
ard of education required by the University, without feeling confident
that there must be many among the Europeans who have pursuits
higher and more learned than that of mere money-getting ; and that
there must be recruits for our Society among them ; and I will not be-
lieve that a hundred men can graduate at the University without ten
of them at least becoming not only members, but working members,
of the Society.

“ We shall then, I trust, find the Motto of the Parént Society veri-
fied, and that our branch, though never severed from the Parent stalk,
may still itself claim to be a tree.”

The President then said, I will only detain you, gentlemen, a few
moments longer, the subject is personal to me, and I will be as brief as
possible. It is now ten years since you did me the honour of electing
me your President. I regret how little I have been able to do for
the Society ; but whatever I have been able to effect is to be attributed
to the confidence you have always so kindly placed in me, and the
support I have at all times received from you. The period of my
residence in India is now drawing to & close. In a few months I shall
finally leave these shores, and as this is the last anniversary meeting I
shall ever attend I must request you to allow me also to make it the
last meeting at which I shall preside, and permit me to resign the
proud situation in which your kindness and favour more than my deserts
has so long sustained me.
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There are many things, some few for the Society itself, which will
demand my fullest attention during the few short months I shall now
remain among you, and I feel that I cannot do justice to all I have to
do as well as to the situation of President of this Society, and that I
must give up one. I therefore beg you to relieve me of that in which
I know you can easily do more than replace me, and with that view I
would most strongly recommend to your notice the Hon’ble Mr.
Justice Newton, a ripe and accomplished Sanskrit scholar and Numis-
matist, and one who has already done more for the honour of the
Society, than it has ever been in my power to do.

The Honorable Mr. Frere then vacated the chair, which was filled
for the rest of the evening by Dr. Stovell, Vice-President.

Dr. Wilson moved that the best thanks of the Society be offered to
the Honorable Mr. Frere for the able and interesting address which he
had just read to the Society. Itmust have cost the author much in-
quiry and research ; and it was the more valuable that many of the facts
connected with the history of the Society, which it noticed, were fast
passing from the memory of even the oldest members of the present
generation. The Hon’ble President had placed the Society uvoder
great obligations by preparing it at a time when his important public
duties, as wellas his private affairs, in the prospects before him, must
be making great demands on his time and attention.

But something mc*e was due to Mr. Frere on this occasion than the
expression of thanks for the document, to the reading of which they
had all listened with so much interest. The intimation made at its
close that ke must now resign his office as President of the Society,
which he had so long held with great credit to himself and bencfit to
the Society, reminded the Society of far higher obligations which it
owed to him as a member and an office-bearer. Of these obligations
he (Dr. Wilson) could speak both with confidence and accuracy, as
the oldest surviving member of the Society now in ludia, and one who
remembered Mr. Frere’s services in connexion with it from his entrance
into it in 1831 till the present hour. The interest which Mr. Frere
exhibited in the objects and proceedings of the Society, and the intelli-
gence and judgment which in his individual capacity he had brought
to bear upon them, led to his appointment, at an early period of his
Indian career, to the office of Secretary, on the ecfficient discharge of
the duties of which so much depends. The selection made in the case
22 «
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was soon proved, as was auticipated, to be an excellent one. Nothing
could exceed the attention, care, promptitude, and acuteness with which
at a busy period of the Society’s history, Mr. Frere discharged the
duties to which he was called. After two years efficient service in
the capacity now referred to, Mr. Frere was obliged to leave Bombay ;
but he did not then suspend his interest in the well-being and advance-
ment of the Society. The Museum contained some valuable and curious
objects which he acquired for it in the Southern Mardth4 country, and
elsewhere, and which he liberally presented to its stores. On his
permanent settlement in Bombay, he renewed his attendance on the
meetings of the Society, and again manifested his peculiar interest in
its business. Ten years ago he had been cordially and unanimously
elected President of the Society ; and for the long period he had been
spared to preside over it, he had with great ability, zeal, and judgment
performed the duties of the chair. His attendance at the meetings
had been singularly regular, notwithstanding the pressure of public
duties, now more abundant than ever, in the case of every member
of an Indian Government, and notwithstanding much personal incon-
venience to himself, instances were known of his coming even from
the Dakhan that he might be here at his post ir the Society. It was
well-known that he was a distinguished Numismatologist, and his
experience in this capacity he had turned to the benefit of the Society,
by furnishing valuable reports on coins submitted to -his inspection ;
and by carefully arranging and cataloguing all the collections of the
Society, a work requiring great skill and labour. To the Museum he
had lately given most valuable articles, illustrative particularly of Hindu
sculpture ; and it was very much owing to him that this Department
of the Society had got the accommodations with which it is now hap-
pily furnished ; its removal from the library, in which it was confound-
ed, having been effected also at his own expense. The Society had
flourished during his term of office, aided as he had no doubt been by
zealous coadjutors, and specially by the distinguished Secretaries, Drs.
Carter and Birdwood. Good-will and order had prevailed at all the
meetings over which he had presided. A spirit of commendable native
liberality, greatly to the advantage of the library, had been called forth
in two remarkable instances already specified. Mr. Frere had been an
effective representative of the Society with Government, though it was
believed that other willing hearts were there ready to help the Society
in its public endeavours to aid in revealing the peculiarities and
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history of this great country to all desiderants of Oriental knowledge.
He (Dr. Wilson) would beg to propese—‘ That the Committee of
Management be requested to prepare a memorandum of the Hon’ble
William Frere’s services to the Society from first to last, for presentation
to it at an early Meeting ; and that it be accompanied with a suitable
expression of the thanks of the Society for the favours and benefits which
he has conferred upon it, especially during the long period he has so
honourably and efficiently filled its chair.”

Dr. Bhéu D4ji spokeas follows :—In seconding thisresolution I conenz
with all that Dr. Wilson has enid in its support. Although this resig-
nation had been expected, it has taken us ell by surprise, yet we cannot
accept the resignation of our President without expressing our deep
regret and our warmest thanks for his valuable services during ten years.
Mr. Frere has been most regular and punctual at our Meetings; and
has paid the closest attention to the details and minutiz of the Society’s
business. During his regime the library has been considerably enlarged
and improved ; especially when seconded by the zeal of our Sccretary.
A number of native members contributed handsome donations for adding
to the Oriental and Natural History Departments, and also to the
Numismatic Department. A new and improved catalogue of books
has been prepared with the assistance of zealous members; and the
Museum has been transferred to a larger and better lighted room at
the expense of the President. He has arranged the coins in the cabinet,
and furnished several valuable reports on coins which have appeared in
our journal. We have had the benefit of his advice and influence in
another quarter. The Society is indebted as much to our President a3
to the Government, of which he forms a distinguished member, for the
monthly graut of Rupees 300, to be devoted to the Oricntal and
Scientific Departments of the Society’s Library, and to the publication
of a Biblitheca of valuable Gujarati, Mardthd, and Sanskrit texts. We
are also indebted to his advice and intercession for additional rooms in
the Town Hall. And in all his dealings with us we have met with
courtesy and that gentlemanly conduct of which our President affords
a bright example, [ consider that the high status acquired by this
Society and the strict order which marks all its proceedings, and its
great success as a Library, is entirely due to the personal character of
the President, and the conscientious way in which he has ever performed
the various and often thankless duties of his important oflice

7r
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The motion of Dr. Wilson was then put, and carried with acclama-
tion.

The Honorable Mr. Frere cordially thanked the Society for the hon-
ours now conferred upon him, saying that he was in the predicament of
the client who said he did not know his own case till it was expounded
before the court by his advocates. Mr. Frere concluded by proposing
the Honorable Mr. Justice Newton as his successor.

Dr. Wilson begged to propose Dr. Bhdu D4ji as a Vice-President of
the Society in the room of Mr. Justice Newton, now called to the chair.
It was with much satisfaction that he made this proposition. He had
been one of the first advocates of the admission of native gentlemen and
scholars into the Society, under the persuasion that they would most
materially and effectively contribute to advance its interests. Facts
had amply confirmed his anticipations in this matter. The late pro-
fessor B4l Gingadhdr Shdstri, so early removed from this earthly
scene, and Dr. Bhdu D4ji in particular, had indeed proved conspicuous
ornaments of the Society. The learned doctor had already a European
as well as an Indian reputation ; and he had both the desire and the
means of contributing much to the Society’s progress. Well did he
merit the honour which it was hoped would now be unanimously
accorded to him.

This motion was seconded by Dr. Sinclair, and carried.

The following is thelist of office-bearerselected fortheyear 1864-65 : —
President—The Honorable Mr. Justice Newton—/Vice-Presidents.—
M. Stovell, Esq., M.D ; the Honorable Mr. Justice Forbes; Colonel
W. R. Dickinson ; Bhdu D4ji, Esq., H-M.R.A.S. Members.—J. Peet,
Esq., M. D. ; Brigadier-General Tapp, C.B. ; W. Loudon, Esq. ; Colonel
J. B. Dunsterville; W. C. Coles, Esq., M.D.; George Foggo, Esq.;
Dbunjeebhoy Framjee, Esq. ; Cowasjee Jehanghier Readymoney, Esq. ;
James Taylor, Esq. ; M- Kane, Esq., M.D.,M.A. Auditors.—W. Loudon,
Esq. ; George Foggo, Esq. The newspapers and periodicals to be add-
ed were then voted one by one:—The Publisker’s Circular; the Reader ;
the Economist ; the Englishman ; aud the New Geological Magazine ;
and (he Caleutta Engineers’ Journal, were voted to be added to-the
list of periodicals.
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APPENDIX TO THE PRESIDENTS ADDRESS-

List of Presidents, Secretaries, and Treasurers of the Bombay Branch
of the Royal Asiatic Society.

Y

Date of Election. EE Names.
=2
Presidents.
November 26th, 1804 7 | The Honorable Sir James Mackintosh.
" 25th, 1811 2 | Robert Stewart, Esq.
April 27th, 1813 2 | William Taylor Money, Esq.
November 28th, 1815 4 (0. Woodhouse, Esq.
" 29th, 1819 8 | The Ilonorable Mountstuart Elphinstone.
» 25th, 1827 3 | Major Genl. the Hon. Sir Jobn Malcolm.
December 3!st, 1830 1 |John Romer, Esq.
Norember 12th, 1831 4 | Colonel Vans Kennedy.
' 30th, 1R35 § | The Rev. John Wilson, D. D
March Rth, 1843 1 |The Honorable George W. Andersen.
April 10th, 1444 2 | The Honorable James Henry Crawford.
" 8th, 1846 3 | The Honorable Lestock Robert Reid.
March 7th, 18419 2 | The Honorable John Pollard Willoughby-
June 12th, 1R51 1 { The Honorable Sir Erskine Perry, Kt."
November 29th, 1852 2 [The Rev. John Stevenson, D.D.
June 15th, 1834 10 | The Honorable William Edward Frere.
Secretaries.
November 26th, 1804 | 11 | William Erskine, Esq.
. 28th, 1815 1 | W. A, Morgan, Esq.
» 25th, 1816 1 | William Erskine, Esq.
o  24th, 1817 2 [ Dr. John Taylor.
" 29th, 1819 8 | Captain Vans Kennedy.
»  26th, 1827 2 | Captain George Ritso Jerrvis.
April 28th, 1832 4 |Robert Cotton Money, Esq
November 25th, 1833 2 | William Edward Frere, Esq.
March 11th, 1835 1 | Lieut. T. M. Dickinson.
November 26th, 1836 1 |S. Fraser, Esq.
July 26th, 1837 5 | A. B. Orlebar, Esq., A.B.
June 8th, 1812 2 |Dr. J. G. Malcolmson.
April 10th, 1844 3 | James Bird, Esq., F.R.G.S.
November29th, 1547 [ 15 |H. J. Carter, Esq. F.R.S.
June 12th, 1862 2 | George Birdwood, Esq., M.D.

Treasurers-

1804, Charles Forbes, Esq. 1815, Messrs. Forhes & Co.
1811, Mr. Money. 1847, The Bank of Bonbay.

77 4+
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‘“ A Discourse at the Opening of the Literary Society of Bombay. By
Sir James MackinTosu, President of the Sociely.

Read at Parell, 26th November 1804.

“ GENTLEMEN ,—The smallest society brought together by the love
of knowledge, is respectable in the eye of reasen ; and the feeble efforts
of infant literature in barren and inhospitable regions, are in some
respects more interesting than the most elaborate works and the most
successful exertions of the human mind. They prove the diffusion at
least, if not the advancement, of Science ; and they afford some sanction
to the hope that knowledge is destined one day to visit the whole earth,
and in her beneficent progress to illuminate and humanize the whole
race of man. .

¢t It is therefore with singular pleasure that I see a small but respectable
body of men assembled here by such a principle. I hope that we agree
in considering all Europeans who visit remote countries, whatever
their separate pursuits may be, as detachments {rom the main body of
civilized men, sect out to levy contributions of knowledge as well as to
gein victories over barbarism. ’

““When a large portion of a country so interesting as India fell into
the hands of one of the most intelligent and inquisitive nations of
the world, it was natural to expect that its ancient and present state
should st last be fully disclosed. These expectations were indeed for
a time disappointed : during the tumult of revolution and war it would
have been unreasonable to have entertained them ; and when tranquillity
was established in that country which continues to be the centre of the
British power in Asia, it ought not to have been forgotten, that every
Englishman was fully occupied by commerce, by military service, or by
administration ; that we had among us no idle public of readers, and
consquently no separate profession of writers; and that every hour
Lestowed on study, wasto be stolen from the leisure of men often
harassed by business, enervated by the climate, and more disposed to
seek amusement than new occupation in the intervals of their appointed
toils. It is, besides, a part of our national character, that we are seldom
eager to display, and not always ready to communicate, what we have
acquired. In this respect we differ considerably from other lettered
nations: our ingenious and politc neighbours on the continent of
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Europe—to whose enjoyment the applause of others sesms more indis-
pensable, whose faculties are more nimble and restless, if not more vigor-
ous, than ours—are neither so patient of repose nor so likely to be
contented with a secret hoard of knowledge. They carry even into their
literature a spirit of bustle and parade—a bustle indeed which springs
from aclivity, and a parade which animates enterprise, but which are
incompatible with our sluggish and sullen dignity. Pride disdains
ostentation, scorns false pretensions, despises even petty merit, refuses
to obtain the objects of pursuit by flattery or importunity, and scarcely
values any praise but that which she has the right to command. Pride,
with which foreigners charge us, and which under the name of a sense
of dignity we claim for ourselves, is a lazy and unsocial quality ; and in
these respects, as in most others, the very reverse of the sociable and
good-humoured vice of vanity. It is not therefore to be wondered at,
if in India our national character, co-operating with local circumstances,
should have produced seme real and perhaps more apparent inactivity
in working the mine of knowledge of which we had become the masters.
Yet some of the earlist exertions of private Englishmen are too im-
portant to be passed over in silence. The compilation of laws by Mr.
Halhed, and the Ayin Akbdri, translated by Mr. Gladwin, deserve
honourable mention- Mr. Wilkins gained the memorable distinction of
having opened the treasures of a new-learned language to Europe.

But, notwithstanding the merit of these individual exertions, it
cannot be denied that the era of a genernl direction of the minds of
Englishmen in this country towards learned inquiry, was the foundation
of the Asialic Society by Sir William Jones. To give such an impulse
to the public understanding, is one of the greatest benefits that a man
can confer on his fellow men. On such an occasion as the present,
it is impossible to pronounce the name of Sir William Jones withoat
feelings of gratitude and reverence. Ile was among the distinguished
persons who adorned one of the brightest periods of English literature.
It was no mean distinction to be conspicuous in the age of Burke and
Johnson, of Ilume and Smith, of Gray and Goldsmith, of Gibbon and
Robertson, of Reynolds and Garrick. It was thefortune of Sir William
Jones to have been the friend of the greater part of these illustrious
men, Without him, the age in which he lived would have been
inferior to past times in one kind of literary glory. Ile surpassed all
his contemporaries, and perhaps even the most laborious scholars of
the two former centuries, in extent and variety of attainment. His
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facility in acquiring was almost prodigious, and he possessed that facul-
ty of arranging and communicating his knowledge, which these laborious
scholars very generally wanted. Erudition, which in them was often
disorderly and rugged, and had something of an illiberal and almost
barbarous air, waa by him presented to the world with all the elegance
and amenity of polite literature. Though he seldem directed his mirnd
to those subjects of which the successful investigation confers the name
of a philosopher, yet he possessed in a very eminent degree, that habit
of disposing his knowledge in regular and analytical order, which is
one of the properties of a philosophical understanding. His talents as
an elegant writer in verse, were among his instruments for attaining
knowledge, and a new example of the variety of his accomplishments.
In his easy and flowing prose we justly admire that order of exposition
and transparency of language which are the most indispensable qualities
of style, and the chief excellencies of which it is capable when it is em-
ployed solely to instruct. His writings everywhere breath pure taste
in morals as well as in literature; and it may be said with truth, that not
a single sentiment has escaped him which does not indicate the real
elegance and dignity which pervaded the most secret recesses of his mind.
He had lived perhaps too exclusively in the world of learning for the
cultivation of his practical understanding. Other men have meditated
more deeply on the constitution of society, and have taken more
comprehensive views of its complicated relations and infinitely varied
interests. Others have, therefore, often taught sounder principles of
political science ; but no man more warmly felt, and no author is better
calculated to inspire, those generous sentiments of liberty without
which the most just principles are useless and lifeless, and which will,
I trust, continue to flow through the channels of eloquence and poetry
into the minds of British youth.

It has indeed been sometimes lamented that Sir William Jones should
have exclusively directed inquiries towards antiquities. But every
man must be allowed to recommend most strongly his own faveurite
pursuits ; and the chief difficulty as well as the chief merit is his who
first raises the minds of men to the love of any part of knowledge.
When mental activity is once roused, its direction is easily changed,
and the excesses of one writer, if they are not checked by public
reason, are corrected by the opposite excesses of his successor. * What-
ever withdraws us from the dominion of the senses, whatever makes the



OFFICIAL, LITERARY, AND SCIENTIFIC. Iv

past, the distant, and the future predominate over the present, advances
us in the dignity of thinking beings.”

It is not for me to attempt an estimate of those exertions for the ad-
vancement of knowledge which have arisen from the example and
exhortations of Sir William Jones. In all judgments pronounced on
our contemporaries it is so certain that we shall be accused, and so
probable that we may be justly accused, of either partially bestowing
or invidiously withholding praise, that it is in general better to attempt
ne encroachment on the jurisdiction of Time, which alone impartially
and justly estimates the works of men. But it would be unpardonable
not to spesk of the College at Calcutta, of which the original plan was
doubtless the most magnificent attempt ever made for the promotion of
learning in the East. I am not conscious that I am biassed either by
personal feeliogs or literary prejudices when I say that I consider that
original plan as a wise and noble proposition, of which the adoption in
its full extent would have had the happiest tendency to secure the good
government of India, a3 well as to promote the interests of Science.
Even in its present mutilated state we have seen, at the last public exhi-
bition, Sanscrit declamations by English youth ; a circumstance so
extraordinary* that, if it be followed by suitable advances, it will mark
an epoch in the history of learning Among the humblest fruits of
this spirit I take the liberty to mention the project of forming this Society
which occurred to me before I left England, but which never could have
advanced even to its present state without your hearty concurrence, and
which muet depend on your active co-operation for all hopes of futare
success. You will not suspect me of presuming to dictate the nature and
object of our common exertions. To be valuable they must be sponta-
neous, aud no literary society can subsist on any other principle than
that of equality. In the observation which I shall make on the plan and
subject of our inquiries, I shall offer myself to you only as the represen-
tative of the curiosity of Europe. I am ambitious of no higher office than
that of faithfully conveying to India the desires and wants of the learn-
ed at home, and of stating the sabjects on which they wish and expect
satisfaction, from inquiries which can be pursued only in India, In

® It must be remembered that this discourse was read in 1804. In the present
year, 1818, this circumstance could no longer be called extraordinary. From the
learned care of Mr. Hamilton, late Professor of Indian Languages at the East
India College, a proficiency in Sanscrit is become not uncommon in an European
institution,
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fulfilling the duties of this mission I shall not be expected to exhaust
5o vast a subject, nor is it necessary that I should attempt an exact
distribution of Science. A very general sketch is all that I can pro-
mise ; in which I shall pass over many subjects rapidly, and dwell only
on those parts on which, from my own habits of study, I may think
myself least disqualified to offer useful suggestions.

The objects of these inquiries, a3 of all human knowledge, are redu-
cible to two classes, which, for want of more significant and precise
terms, we must be content to call physical and moral; aware of the
laxity and ambiguity of these words, but not affecting a greater degree
of exactness than is necessary for our immediate purpose.

The Physical Sciences afford so easy and pleasing an amusement ;
they are so directly subservient to the unseful arts, and in their higher
forms they so much delight our imagination and flatter our pride,
by the display of the anthority of man over nature, that there can be
no need of arguments to prove their utility, and no want of powerful
and obvious motives to dispose men to their cultivation. The whole
extensive and beautiful science of Natural History, which is the foun-
dation of all physical knowledge, has many additional charms in a coun-
try where so many treasures must still be unexplored. The science of
Mineralogy, which has been of late years cultivated with great activity
in Europe, has such a palpable connexion with the useful arts of life,
that it cannot be necessary to recommend it to the attention of the
intelligent and curious. India is a country which I believe no minera-
logist has yet examined, and which would, doubtless, amply repay the
labour of the first scientific adventurers who explore it. The discovery
of new sources of wealth would probably be the result of such an
investigation ; and something might perhaps be contributed towards
the accomplishment of the ambitious projects of those philosophers
who from the arrangement of earths and minerals have been bold
enough to form conjectures respecting the general laws which have
governed the past revolutions of our planet, and which preserve its
parts in their present order.

The Botany of India has been less neglected,but it cannot be exhaust -
ed. The higher parts of the science,—the structure, the functions,
the habits of vegetables,—all subjects intimately connected with the
first of physical sciences, though unfortunately the most dark and
difcult, the philosopby of life,—have in gencral been too much
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sacrificed to objects of value indeed, but of a value far inferior : and pro-
fessed botanists have usually contented themselves with observing
enough of plants to give them a name in their scientific language, and
a place in their artificial arrangement. Much information also remains
to be gleaned on that part of Natural History which regards animals.
The manners of many tropical races must have been imperfectly ob-
served in a few individuals separated from their fellows, and imprisoned
in the unfriendly climate of Europe.

The variations of temperature, the state of the atmosphere, all the
appearances that are comprehended under the word weatker and
climate, are the conceivable subject of a science of which no rudiments
yet exist. It will probably require the observations of centuries to
lay the foundations of theory on this subject. There can scarce be
any region of the world more favourably circumstanced for observation
than India; for there is none in which the operation of these causes
is more regular, more powerful, or more immediately discoverable
in their effect on vegetable and animal nature. Those philosophers
who have denied the influence of climate on the human charscter
were not inhebitants of a tropical country.

To the members of the learned profession of medicine, who are
necessarily spread over every part of India, all the above inquiries
peculiarly, though not exclusively, helong. Some of them are eminent
for science, many must be well informed, and their professional educa-
tion must have given to all some tincture of physical knowledge. With
even moderate preliminary acquirements they may be very useful, if
they will but consider themselves as philosophical collectors, whose
duty it is never to neglect a favourable opportunity for observations on
weather emd climate, to keep exact journals of what they observe, and
to transmit through their immediate superiors to the scientific deposi-
tories of Great Britain, specimens of every mineral, vegetable, or animal
production which they conceive to be singular, or with respect to which
they suppose themselves to have observed any new and important
facts. If their previous stndies have been imperfect, they will no
doubt be sometimes mistaken, but these mistakes are perfectly harmless.
It is better that ten useless specimens be sent to London, than that
one curious specimen should be neglected.

But it is on another and still more important subject that we expeet
the most valuable assistance from our medical associates : this is the
8r
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science of medicine itself. It mast be allowed not to be quiteso certain
as it is important. But though every man ventures to scoff at its
uncertainty, as long as he is in vigorous health, yet the hardiest
sceptic becomes credulous as soon as his head is fixed to the pillow.
Those who examine the history of medicine, without either scepticism
or blind admiration, will find that every civilized age, after all the
fluctuations of systems, opinions, and modes of practice, has at length
left some balance, however small, of new truth to the succeeding
generation, and that the stock of human knowledge in this as well as
in other departments is constantly, though it must be owned very
slowly, increasing. Since my arrival here I have had sufficient reason
to believe that the practitioners of medicine in India are not unworthy
of their enlightened and benevolent profession. From them, therefore, I
hope the public may derive, through the medium of this Society, in-
formation of the highest value. Diseases and modes of cure unknown
to European physicians may be disclosed to them; and if the causes
of disease are more active in this country than in England, remedies
are employed, and diseases subdued, at least in some cases, with
a certainty which might excite the wonder of the most successful
practitioners in Europe. By full and faithful narratives of their
modes of treatment they will conquer that distrust of new plans of
cure, and that incredulity respecting whatever is uncommon, which
sometimes prevail among our English physicians, which are the natural
result of much experience and many disappointments; and which,
though individuals have often just reason to complain of their indiscri-
minate application, are not ultimately injurious to the progress of the
medical art. They never finally prevent the adoption of just theory or
of useful practice. They retard it no longer than is necessary for such a
severe trial a3 precludes all future doubt. Even in their excess they
are wholesome correctives of the opposite excess of credulity and dog-
matism. They are safeguards against exaggeration and quackery, and
they are tests of utility and truth. A philosophical physician who is a
real lover of his art ought not, therefore, to desire the extinction of

these dispositions, though he may suffer temporary injustice from their
influence.

Those objects of our inquiries which I have called moral (employing
that term in the sense in which it is contra-distinguished from physical)

will chiefly comprehend past and present condition of the inhabitants of
the vast country which surrounds us.
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To begin with their present condition. I take the liberty of very
earnestly recommending a kind of research which has hitherto been
either neglected or only carried on for the information of Government.
I mean the investigation of those facts which are the subjects of
political arithmetic and statistics, and which are a part of the found-
ation of the science of political economy. The numbers of the people ;
the number of births, marriages, and deaths ; the proportion of children
who are reared to maturity ; the distribution of the people according
to their occupations and castes ; and especially according to the great
division of agricultural and manufacturing ; and the relative state of
these circumstances at different periods, which can only be ascertained
by permanent tables, are the basis of the important part of the know-
ledge. No tables of political arithmetic have yet been made public
from any tropical country. I need not expatiate on the importance of
the information which such tables would be likely to afford. I shall
mention only, as an example of their value, that they must lead to a
decisive solution of the problems with respect to the influence of poly-
gamy on population, for the supposed origin of that practice in the
disproportioned number of the sexes. But in a country where every
part of the system of manners and institutions differs from those of
Europe, it is impossible to foresee the extent and variety of the new
results which an accurate survey might present to us.

These inquiries are naturally followed by those which regard the sub-
sistence of the people; the origin and distribution of public wealth;
the wages of every kind of labour, from the rudest to the most refined;
the price of commodities, and especially of provisions, which necessarily
regulates that of all others ; the modes of the tenure and occupation of
land ; the profits of trade ; the usual and extraordinary rates of interest
which are the price paid for the hire of money ; the nature and extent
of domestic commerce, everywhere the greatest and most profitable,
though the most difficult to be ascertained ; those of foreign traffic,
more easy to be determined by the accounts of exports and imports ;
the contributions by which the expenses of Government, of charitable,
learned, and religious foundations are defrayed ; the laws and customs
which regulate all these great objects, and the fluctuation which has
been observed in all or any of them at different times and under differ.
ent circumstances. ‘These are some of the points towards which I
should very earnestly wish to direct the curiosity of our intelligent
countrymen in India.

23
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These inquiries have the advantage of being ensy and open to all men
of good sense. They do not, like antiquarian and philosophical
researches, require great previous erudition and constant reference to
extensive libraries. They require nothing but a resolution to observe
facts attentively, and to relate them accurately. And whoever feels a
aisposition to ascend from facts to principles, will in general find
pufficient to his understanding in the great work of Dr. Smith, the
most permanent monument of philosophical genius which our nation
has produced in the present age.

They have the further advantage of being closely and intimately
connected with the professional pursnits and public duties of every
Englishman who fills a civil office in this country—they form the very
science of administration. One of the first requisites to the right
administration of a district is the knowledge of its population, industry,
and wealth. A Magistrate ought to know the condition of the country
which he superintends ; a Collector ought to understand its revenue ;
a commercial resident ought to be thoroughly ucquainted with its
commerce. We only desire that part of the knowledge which they
ought to possess should be communicated to the world.

I will not pretend to affirm that no part of this knowledge ought to
be confined to Government. I am not so intoxicated by philosophical
prejudice as to maintain that the safety of a State is to be endangered
for the gratification of scientific curiosity. Though I am far from
thinking that this is the department in which secresy is most useful,
yet I do not presume to exclude it. But let it be remembered, that
whatever information is thus confined to a government may, for all
purposes of science, be supposed not to exist. As long as the secresy
is thought important, it is of course shut up from most of those who
could turn it to best account ; and when it ceases to be guarded with
jealousy, it is as effectually secured from all useful examination by the
mass of official lumber under which it is usually buried. For this
reason, after a very short time it is as much lost to the Government
itself as it is to the public. A transient curiosity, or the necessity of
illustrating some temporary matter, may induce a public officer to dig
for knowledge under the heaps of rubbish that encumber his office.  But
1 have myself known intelligent public officers content themselves with
the very inferior information contained in printed books, while their
shelves groaned under the weight of MS83., which would be more
instructive if they could be read. Further, it must be observed that
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publication is always the best security to a Government that they are
not deceived by the reports of their servants ; and where these servants
ect at a distance, the importance of such a security for their veracity is
very great. For the truth of a manuseript report they never can have
a better warrant than the honesty of one servant who prepares it, and
of another who examines it. . But for the truth of all long uncontested
narratives of important facts in printed accounts published in countries
where they may be contradicted, we have the silent testimony of every
man who might be prompted by interest, prejudice, or humour, to
dispute them if they were not true.

I have already said that all communications merely made to Govern-
ment are lost to science ; while on the other hand, perhaps, the
knowledge communicated to the public is that of which a government
may most easily avail itself, and on which it may most securely rely.
This loss to science is very great; for the principles of political
economy have been investigated in Europe, and the application of them
to such a country as India must be one of the most curious tests which
could be contrived of their truth and universal operation. Every thing
here is new ; and if they are found here also to be the true principles
of natural subsistence and wealth, it will be no loager possible to dispute
that they are the general laws which every where govern this important
part of the movements of the social machine.

It has been lately observed, that *‘if the various states of Europe
kept and published annually an exact account of their population,
noting carefully in a second column the exact age at which the children
die ; this second column would show the relative merit of the govern-
ments and the comparative happiness of their subjects. A simple arith-
metical statement would then perhaps be more conclusive than all the
arguments which could be produced.” T agree with the ingenious writers
who have suggested this idea, and I think it must appear perfectly
evident that the number of children reared to maturity must be among
the tests of the happiness of a society ; though the number of children
born cannot be so considered, and is often the companion of one of the
causes of public misery. It may be affirmed without the risk of exag-
geration, that every accurate comparison of the state of different coun-
tries at the same time or of the same country at different times, is an
approach to that state of things in which the manifest palpable interest
of every government will be the prosperity of its subjects, which never
has been and which never will be advanced by any other means than
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those of humanity and justice. The prevalence of justice would not
indeed be universally ensured by such a conviction ; for bad governments,
as well as bad men, as often act against their own obvious interest as
agninst that of others; but the chances of tyranny must be diminished
when tyrants are compelled to see that it is folly. In the mean time
the ascertainment of every new fact, the discovery of every new principle,
and even the diffusion of principles known before, and to that great body
of slowly and reasonably formed public opinion which, however weak at
first, must at last with a gentle and scarcely sensible coercion compel
every government to pursue its own real interest.

This knowledge is a control on subordinate agents for Government,
as well as a control on Government for their subjects. And it is one
of those which has not the slightest tendency to produce tumult or
convulsion. On the contrary, nothing more clearly evinces the necessity
of that firm projecting power by which alone order can be secured.
The security of the governed cannot exist without the security of the
governors.

Lastly, of all kinds of knowledge, political economy has the greatest
tendency to promote quiet and safe improvement in the general condi-
tion of mankind ; because it shows that improvement is the interest of
the Government, and that stability is the interest of the people. The
extraordinary and unfortunate events of our times have indeed damped
the sanguine hopes of good men and filled them with doubt and fear.
But in all possible cases the counsels of this science are at least safe
They are adapted to all forms of government ; they require only a wise
and just administration. They require, as the first principle of all
prosperity, that perfect security of person and property which can
only exist where the supreme authority is stable.

On these principles nothing can be a means of improvement which
is not also a means of preservation. It is not only absurd but con-
tradictory to speak of sacrificing the present generation for the sake
of posterity. The moral order of the world is not so disposed. It
is impossible to promote the interest of future generations by any
measures injurious to the present ; and he who labours industriously
to promote the honour, the safety, and the prosperity of his own
country, by innocent and careful means, may be assured that he is con.
tributing, probably as much as the order of nature will permit a private
individual, towards the welfare of all mankind.
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The hopes of improvement have survived in my brenst all the
calamities of our European world, and are not extinguished by that
general condition of national insecurity which is the most formidable
enemy of improvement. Founded on such principles, they are at least
perfectly innocent. They are such as, even.if they were visionary, an
admirer or cultivator of letters ought to be pardoned for cherishing.
Without them, literature and philosophy can claim no more than the
highest rank among the amusements and ornaments of human life.
With these hopes, they assume the dignity of being part of that dis-
cipline under which the race of man is destined to proceed to the
highest degree of civilization, virtue, and happiness, of which our
nature is capable.

On a future occasion I may have the honour to lay before yon my
thoughts on the principal objects of inquiry in the geography, ancient
and modern, the languages, the literature, the necessary and elegant
arts, the religion, the authentic history and the antiquities of India,
and on the mode in which such inquiries appear to me most likely to
be conducted with success.

Description of so-called ** Lichen,” found by the Honorable W. E.
FrERE, on the Thull Ghit.
Wite ILLUSTRATIONS.

Characters.—Lichenoid encrustinz: extremely thin, of a “bright
red” (minium?) colour when fresh, becoming violet when dry, but
when wetted again presenting some of the red cells which gave it ite
original colour. Found ou gravel (?) rubble (?) or mortar (?). Com-
posed of four distinct organisms, viz. :—Figs. 1,1,1 (see illustration), a
red Palmella (?); 2,2,2, a green Angbena, with its sporangi; 4, an
Oscillatoria ; 5,5, another Anabena, reflecting a violet colour when dry.

Figs. 1,1,1, Palmellea. Veg. gen. Palmella (?). Sp. Palmella
——1 Composed of spherical cells containing granules and pro-
toplasm with red colouring matter ; surrounded by hyaline gelatinous
capsules. Cells about E,:a_ooth inch in diameter. Some single, others
dividing, others in groups after division.

Observations.—The ““ bright red ”* colour of the encrustation when

fresh, was due to a great number of these cells which formed its lower
layer, and, with the dnabena, 5,5, chiefly made up the mass ; the other
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Anabezena and the Oscillatoria, being only accessory. This Palmella
may be the red species called P. cruenta, (which is often overgrown by a
minute filamentous alga, supposed by some to be Anabena subtilissima,
Veg.) but without more extended observation of the Palmella in a
fresh state it is not possible to determine the species.

Figs. 2,2,2.—Anabena -— 17 (3,3, sporangium divided and filled

with sporules). Filaments green, straight, motionless, 3,o+»oth of an inch
1
200

in diameter. Sporangium spherical ;;th inch in diameter ; sporules of

same a,lTooth inch in diameter.

Observations.—Here again the species cannot be determined for the
like reasons above mentioned. The sporules will be observed to be of
the same diameter as the filaments,—that is, of the compressed cells
with which the sheaths of the latter are filled.

Fig. 4.—Oscillatoria -——7 Filaments of a greenish yellow
colour. 4!is anextruded cell undergoing duplicative division. Filament
Tomth inch in diameter.

Observations.—There are very few of these present, too few to de-
termine the species, even if fresh.

Figs. 5,5,5.— Anabena ? Filaments exceedingly minute,
in locks like curls of hair interwoven felt-like ; forming the surface of
the encrustation ; colourless when fresh (?); reflecting a deep violet
tint when dry, which does not disappear altogether when the specimen
isagain wetted. Sporangia not seen. Filaments motionless ﬁth inch
in diameter.

Observations.—As before stated, an Adnabena like this often ac-
companies Palmella cruenta, and has been supposed to be Kiitzing’s
A. subtilissima, but the fibres of that are grass-green; here some of
the fibres on being well soaked presented a greenish tint, and transverse
lines indicative of cellular composition internally ; perhaps this is their
natural colour ; perhaps the violet tint arises from the interference of
light, as where the surface is made up of minute grooves in a colourless
material (ex. gr. tendon se.). Undoubtedly here the green contents
of the filaments on drying would reflect so little of this colour that
their transparent sheaths alone would remain, and thus present the
grooved surface mentioned.

The only part of the illustratiorn which is over-coloured is the
capsules of the red cells, which naturally present a faint hyaline
opalescent blue.
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At the Monthly Meeting of the 9th February 1865, the Secretary
read the following letter :— '

My pear Dr. Birpwoopn,—I am glad to give Rs. 10,000 for the
purpose of fitting up the Oriental Literature-room, and beg the
Ilonorable Mr. Frere will allow it to be named after him, in the same
way as the Natural History cases are after * Malcolmson.”

Yours truly,

PreMcuunp RoycHUND.
9tk February 1865.

The Secretary moved, seconded by the Honorable Mr. Justice
Newton, President, * That the warmest thanks of the Society are due
to Premchund Roychund, Esq., for his handsome and most valuable
donation to the Society of Rs. 10,000, and that it be expended as
directed by Mr. Premchund.”

The Secretary read the following report on six coins by the Honorable
W. E. Frere, late President of the Society :—

“I have the pleasurc to present to the Society six coins, two gold,
two silver, and two copper.

The first and last I reccived from Allahabad, having been intended
for me by my friend, the late Mr. James Erskine, of the Civil Service,
Lut as he did not live to send them to me, I do not know their history.

The silver were in a ¢ find’ of ¢gudhias,” which my friend Mr.
Robertson, the Collector of Kaira, sent to me to see whether there
werc any among them I should wish to have. I selected these two,
which are very much defaced, but are curious as showing the steps by
which the Saurashtran coins degenerated into the ‘ gudhias.’

The gold coins are of the first Kanouj Series, but I cannot find the
same coin in Thomas Prinsep, nor am I able to decipher the legend.
The President of the Society will probably be able to do it.

On one side of each coin there is a female figure sitting on a
peacock—Suruswati. In one the peacock is in his pride and the figure
is apparently scattering money with her right hand.

«Qn the other, instead of the peacock’s tail surrounding the figure,
the tail is on the left of the figure, who Wylds o spear or sceptre in her
left, and has her right hand raised above the clbow.

97
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On the other side of each coin there is a mele figure apparently
feeding a peacock to his right ; the attitude of both the figure and the
peacock differs in both.

One of the coins has been drilled end plugged, the other is
apparently perfect. The difference in weight is very slight.

The copper coins are much worn. Oneis a coin of Azis, Indian
Bull to the right, and on the obverse the Lion to the right. Prinsep,
PL.VII, figure 9.

And the other one of the great King of Kings the Preserver, The
King’s head on the obverse and the horseman on the reverse.”

The Secretary also read the following correspondence relative to the
blasting for the main drain and gas pipes, and the exposure of night soil
in a state of complex decomposition by the latter blastings :—

“To THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT.

Sir,—1I have the honour to forward, for the inspection of His Excel-
lency in Council, the accompanying blocks of trap-rock blown up
against the Asiatic Society’s Library rooms, yesterday afternoon, from
the blastings for the main drain in the Mint compound.

2, For seven minutes the north-west face of the Town Hall was
exposed to a severe bombardment, being struck in every direction over
a length exceeding one hundred feet, while the whole compound and the
terrace of the library and the library-room were showered with small
splinters of stone.

3. The Society is prosecuting the contractors for having already
twice conducted the blastings in the Mint compound in a way dangerous
to human life.

4. But it is not only the lives of the members and servants of the
Society which are endangered, but costly books, many of which could
not be replaced.

5. No private prosecution is likely to prevent the recurrence of such
dangerous blastings in the very midst of the streets of Bombay, and as
it can only be through gross carelessness and disregard for human life
that seven or eight successive blastings should all be dangerous, the
Society has thought it necessary to report the matter to Government
as one calling for their immediate interference.
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6. Government is aware that the blastings for the gas-pipes are
being conducted equally carelessly in front of the Government Central
Museum.—1I have, &c.,

GEORGE BirDpWOOD,
Hon. Seay. B. B. R. A. Society.

Bombay, 20th January 1865.”

“To G. C. M. Birpwoop, Esq., M.D.,
Secy. and Curator of the Govt. Central Museum.

S1r,—1I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1, dated 20th January, 1865,
and to inform you that es the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society is prosecuting the persons engaged in blasting for gas-pipes
opposite the Town Hall, it seems unnecessary for Government to do so
also.—I have, &e.,

H. Birpwoob,
Under-Secretary to Government.

Bombuy Castle, January 26t4.”’

“To G. C. M. Birowoob, Esq.,, M.D.

Sir,—1 am desired by the Municipal Commissioners to inform yon
that they have made strict inquiry about the stone which was blown
into the Museum of the Town Hall, on the 10th instant, and find that
the contractors of the Drainage Works were not to blame in the matter,
as the stone proceeded from the Gas Work trenches. Mr. Proud, the
agent of the Gas Company, has assured the Commissioners that he has
made arrangements which will prevent any further occasion for com-
plaint, having compelled his contractors to use blasting screens in
futare.

2. The contractors of the Drainage Works have been forbidden to
carry on any blasting operations during office hours in the Town Hall.

I have, &e.,
(Signed) J. N. C. BEyrs,

Clerk to the Board.
Bombay, January 17tk, 1865.”
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“To tTRE SANITARY OFFICER OF THE MuNIciraAL COMMISSION OF
BomBbay.

¢¢ S1r,—I have thehonour to bring to your notice {bat the blastings for
gas-pipes before the Town Hall have opencd up an old deposit of night
soil laid down about three years ago, if I remember rightly, by Mr.
Forjett. This collection of organic matter is now in a state of advauced
decomposition, and the stench which rises from it is most insufferable
and noxious, and a nuisance to every visitor to the Library ; and to
those who remain all day in the Rooms causing headachc, nausca, and
depression as after eating decomposing sausages or putrid cheese.

I have, &c.,
GeorGe Binpwoonb,
Hon. Secy. Bombay Branch Royal Asiatic Socicty.

Town Hall, January 21st, 1865.”

“To Georce Birpwoop, Esq., M.D.,
Secretary, Royal Asiatic Socicty, Bombay.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge your letter dated 21st
instant, mentioning that the blasting for gas-pipcs before the Town
Hall have opened up an old deposit of night soil laid down 3 years ago
by Mr. Forjett, and complaining that the stench arising from this is
not only most offensive to the senses, but also has actually made several
gentlemen using the Library in the Town Hall ill ; and in answer, have
the honour to inform you that 1 lost no time in forwarding your letter
to the Municipal Commissioners with a recommendation that the heap
referred to should be immediately removed, and that in the cutting
already made there should be a quantity of disinfecting powder put.

2. I also suggested that the Engincer in charge of the gas-works
should be directed to fill up as speedily as possible this particular place
with fresh earth, aud if it be necessary to continue the line that each

day only so much as can be complcted and filled in in one day, be
opened.

3. It has hitherto been difficult to persunde some people in this
city of the danger of thus utilizing town sweepings (of which this de-
posit consists) in the centre of populous districts, but I think it must
be self-evident to the meanest capacity that the smell evolved from such
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deposit is not only offensive, but as in this instance positively a source
of preventable diseasc.

You mention that three years have already elapsed since these town
swecpings were deposited. At the time of my inspection I could re-
cognise blades of dry grass, &c., which as yet has not begun to de-
compose, 80 that in all probability many years will elapse before all
evolutions of gas would ceasc. I think this evidence should convince
those people who have built houscs on ground reclaimed by town
sweepings (a8 in the Falkland and Grant Roads) of the danger they
expose those whoinhabit them to, for these deposits become increasingly
dangerous to health until they are perfectly decomposed.

I have, &ec.,
T. G. HewLETT,
Assist. Surgeon, Sanitary Officer to the Municipal Commission.
DBombay, 26th January 1865.”

At the Monthly Meeting of the 9th March 1865, moved by A. C.
Gumpert, Esq., seconded by Rio Sihéb Vishwanath Nériyan Mandlik,
#“That an Extraordinary Mccting of the Society be called on Friday,
the 17th instant, for the purpose of presenting the address of the Society
to the ITonorable W. E. Frere, ex-President, and that a subscription be
at once opcned for the Bust, the subscription being limited to the
members of the Society, and not to exceed two gold mohurs each.”

The Society then proceeded, according to notice, to the clection of
office-bearers, when Coloncl J. B. Dunsterville was clected Pice-Presi-
dent in the room of Colonel W. R. Dickinson; and A. C. Gumpert, Esq.,
Dr. George Biihler, aud Rao Saheb Vishwanath Niriyan Mandlik were
elected Members of the Committee of Management, in the room of
Colonel J. B. Dunsterville, Dr. Pcet, and Dr. Coles.

At the Extraordinary Mecting of the 17th March, 1865,

The Secretary read the following extract from the minutes of the

procecdings of the last annual meeting of the Society, held 30th
November 1864 :—

“Proposed by the Rev. John Wilson, D.D., F.R.S., seconded by Bhiu
D4ji, Esq., Honorary Member R. A. 8.—¢That the Committee of
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Management be requested to prepare a memorandum of the Honorable
William E. Frere’s services to the Society from first to last, for-present-
ation to it at an early Meeting, and that it be accompanied with a suit-
able expression of the thanks of the Society for the favour and benefits
which he has conferred on it, especially during the long period he has
so honourably and efficiently filled the chair.””’

Read the following extract from the minutes of the proceedings of
the last ordinary meeting of the Society, held Thursday, 9th March : —

“The Secrefary rtead the draft address to the Ilonorable W. E.
Frere, submitted by the Committee of Management to the vote of the
Society.

Moved by James Taylor, Esq., and seconded by RdoSahéb Vishwanath
Nirdyen Mandlik,—¢ That the address now read be adopted as the ad-
dress ofthe Society totheir late President the Honorable W. E.Frere.’ »’

Tue HonoraBLE MR. JusticE NEWTON, President, then made
the following address :—At our last annual meeting the Honorable Mr.,
Frere resigned the office of President of the Bombay Branch of the
Royal Asiatic Society, and the members then present, while reluctantly
accepting his resignation, requested the committee of management to
prepare an address expressive of the sense which we all entertain of the
services which Mr. Frere has rendered to the Society, and of the regret
with which we part with him. This address the committee submitted,
and at our last ordinary meeting it was unanimously approved of and
adopted, and we have now come together (our Patron gracing the
assembly with his presence) to render to our late President such honour
as we can. And now, Ilonorable Sir, on me, as your unworthy sue-
cessor in this chair, devolves the duty of presenting this address to you.
Though on many grounds I feel a real and deep regret that the Presi-
dentship of the Society should have passed from your hands to mine,
I cannot but congratulate myself on thisparticular result, that I thereby
have been called on to take so prominent a part in acknowledging
the obligation under which you have laid the Society by the watchful
interest, the judgment, the increased zeal and devotion which have
characterised your direction of its affairs, I will not, however, attempt,
indeed I should not think it becoming in me individually to attempt,
further to add to the words in which the entire body of the Society
have endeavoured to give expression to their appreciation of your
services—services which commenced when very few indeed of those now
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in this room were members of the Society, and which have been con-
tinued through the longest period which has up to this time been
embraced in a single Presidentship. I will at once call on the Secretary
to read the address. (Applause).

The Secretary accordingly read the following address to the Houor-
able W. E. Frere :—

HonorabLE Sin,—We are met here to-day, and have asked you to
meet us, in order to express to you the sincere regret with which this
Society has received your resignation of the office of President. You
do not need that we should tell you this formally, but no other means
occurred to us by which we might give expression to our wish to do
you the highest bonour in our power. You have been a member of this
Society for thirty-three years, and from your first connection with us
were distinguished for your hearty interest in our affairs, and the intelli-
gence and sound judgment with which you ever sought to further the
objects of the Society. This led to your election to the Secretaryship
in 1833, and the Rev. Dr. Wilson, our oldest member in Bombay, has
borne grateful witness to the °* care, promptitude, and acuteness” with
which, at a busy period of the Society’s history, you fulfilled the duties
of that office. In 1835, you were obliged, in the course of your public
duties, to leave Bombay, but on your coming amongst us again in 1854
you were unanimously called to the chair, which you have ever since
filled with the highest honour to yourself and the greatest benefit to
the Society. When, soon after your return to Bombay you were made
a member of the Executive Council of this Government, notwithstand-
ing the pressure of your public duties, you not only (and often at the
greatest inconvenience to yourself) continued your warm interest in
our welfare, but used your influence in the Government to our advan-
tage. We canuot too highly value the example of your regular and
punctual presence at all meetings of the Society. Those who have the
character of this Society at heart have ever felt how greatly it has been
upheld by the firm authority with which you Lave uniformly directed
its affairs. The public favour which the Society enjoys, the order and
barmony which have marked all its meetings, and the measure of
success which it has commanded, we feel to be mainly due to the con-
scientiousness and firmness wilth which you have ever discharged
the various and often thankless duties of the important office you have
now vesigned. Many of the most interesting specimens of Natural
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History and Antiquities in our Museum are your gifts. You have
contributed to our Transactions many most valuable reports on coins;
and you have completely classificd and catalogued our collection of
coins, which is now one of the best in India. To your influence,
and ever watchful interest in our prosperity, we are indebted for the
recovery of the two rooms which we now occupy on the easter. side of
this building ; and also for the grant of rupces 300 monthly just made
to us by Government. Above all, we would most gratefully acknow-
ledge your ready and generous appreciation of the desire of native
gentlemen to enter and enrich this Society. To this we owe the
strength which we derive from a body of fifty native subscribers, and
the truly noble benefactions of the Ilonorable Juggonath Sunkersett
and of Messrs. Cowasjee Jehanghier and Premchund Roychund to our
Library and Museum. The importance of your appreciation of the
pative liberality, during the present critical period of the history of
Bombay, cannot be too highly estimated. You have thus helped to give
a worthy direction to the wealth daily pouring into this great and grow-
ing city, and placed the prosperity of this Society upon a sure, because
an indigenous, basis. In truth, Sir, we feel that the ability, the zeal and
judgment which you have bronght to our service, whether as member,
gecretary, or president, have bound us in lasting ties of gratitude to you.
We part with you with unfeigned regret. Many of us who, through
long intercourse, have had the privilege of your friendship, feel your
scparation from us as a personal sorrow. We trust, however, that you
will not, even now, sever vourself completely from the Society. We
hope that you will feel that we are anxious to pay yoa the best compli-
ment we can, and one which you may accept with pleasure, in keeping
your name on our roll, as an honorary member of the Society. We
also request that you will consent to sit to the sculptor, Woolner, for your
bust, to Le placed in these rooms (.Ipplause). That you may long be
spared to continue your honorable carcer in lealth, happiness, and
usefulness, is the sincere prayer of yours ever gratcfully,
(Sigued) II. B. E. FrERE, Patron.

Joan Wirson, D.D., 1Ion. President.

IIenry NEwTON, President.

M. SroveLn, M.D.

ArexanpeEr Kinrocu Forpes. Vice

Buav Dasr, Ilon. Mem. R.A.S. Presidents,

James Barnes DunsTERVILLE, J

&e. Le. e
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Tae Honorasre Mr. FreRE in reply said,—It would be affectation
—a quality which, I trust, the Society have not found in me—were I to
say that the honour the Society have done me was quite unexpected,
for I have received too many marks of favour and kindness at their
hands, for me not to be in some measure prepared; but I can with
sincerity declare that I was quite unprepared for such a reception as
you have prepared for me to-day, and for what is really the highest
honour you or any other body could give me. My connection with
the Society, as you have remarked, is of early date. As soon as I
could afford it I joined the Society, and was shortly after elected
Secretary. I am.afraid Dr. Wilson, has, with his usual kindpess and
charity, been a very partial witness as to how I discharged the duties
then required of me. I bave a grateful remembrance of that genial
kind-hearted man and profound Orientalist, the then President, Col.
Vans Kennedy, to whose forbearance I was much indebted ; and my
predecessor the amiable and accomplished Robert Monecy, and my
successor, the promising and to be regretted Lieut. Dickinson, entirely
eclipsed all my humble endeavours, which would long since have been
forgotten but for the kindness of your honorary President. I wish I
could persuade myself that all you are kind enough to say of my ad-
ministration was not rather what you wished to think I might have
been, than what I really was. When I accepted the office I felt that I
had a duty to perform, and not only an honour to enjoy, and 1 there-
fore did exert myself punctually to discharge my duties ; but I have no
right to receive credit for having used my influence in the Government
for the benefit of the Society : if the Society perceive that they have
received more advantages from Government during the time I filled the
President’s chair, it could arise only from the fact of there being some-
body at hand to bring the objects of the Society to notice, not from
any influence used by any individual member of Government. It has
been my good fortune, as President, to be assisted by such Secretaries as
Dr. Carter and Dr. Birdwood, with both of whom I have always worked,
not on terms of friendship only, but of sincere esteem and affection,
and to that cordiality, coupled with the great consideration and assist-
ance I have always received from the committee of management, must
in a great measure be attributed the success which you say has attended
my administration of the duties of President. For the order and
harmony which have marked our meetings I am indebted to the Society
in general. But for their forbearance and cordial good feeling toward
the President, all his labours, wishes, aud endeavours would be vain,

10 r
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I am happy in the idea that it has been in my power to add at all to the
Prosperity of the Society ; had I allowed any opportunity that I saw to
pass, I should have felt that I had neglected my duty, as I feel I often
have done in not contributing more papers to our journals ; but public
duties which have always bad the first claim en my time, and & con-
stitutional dislike to writicg, except upon compulsien, have prevented
my doing all that T could, and all that I wished to do for you. My
regret is, not for the credit I have thereby lost, but that I had not
served the Society better. I could not, had I alone written volumes
ingtead of scraps only for your journal, have received higher honor than
you do me this day, but it makes me more deeply feel my shortcomings.
It has been my good fortune to be President of the Society during this
period of unexampled wealth and prosperity on this side of India, and
the advantages the Society bas enjoyed from the noble benefactions of
the Honorable Juggonathjee Sunkersett, Cowasjee Jehanghier, and
Premchund Roychund, fully justifies the part I have taken, and the in-
fluence I may have used in throwing our doors widely open to native
gentlemen. You do not require me to defend my conduct. I may
remark, however, that the Society now really is Asiatic, which it hardly
was before, but which I trust it will ever continue te be. I feel
bhowever, that I leave the Society at a critieal time. Prosperity is
always more trying to societies, as it is to individuals, than adversity.
They are not supposed to require the same asnxious care, they become
careless, often overbearing in their behaviour, and disinclined to accom-
modate themselves to the changes of the times. I trust that may not
be your case, but that you will watch carefully the signs of the times,
and relax your rules and your proceedings to meet them, always re-
collecting that science and literature are the objects of the Society, and
must be kept steadily in view even when necessity and policy require
that the severer pursuits should not form the sole end and aim of your
proceedings. That the Society may continue to prosper is my earnest
wish and hope, and that it will prosper, I entertain no doubt so
bng as such cordiality and unanimity govern your proceedings as
always marked them while I had the honour of being President. I
now come to say farewell ; but, before doing so, must thank you. most
eordially and sincerely for the very high honour you pay me in desiring
to enroll my name among your honorary members and to place my bust
in these rooms. The honour is more than I deserve, and I know not
how to thank yeu for it. The best way, perhaps, in which I can show
my deep sense of it is, without further remark, gratefully to accept it ;
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and thanking you for the high honour of placing my bust in these
rooms, accept with pleasure the further distinction of having my name
enrolled among your honorary members. But I must request you to do
me the further pleasure and honour of making use of my servicesin
England, whenever and to whatever extent you may find desirable. I
now take leave of you, and thank you from my heart for the kindness
you have always shown me, and the honours you have now bestowed
upon me, and the kind wishes and prayer with which you have concluded
your address. I feel utterly unworthy of all the honour and kindness
you have poured upon me. I can only assure you that I am most
grateful for them, and trusting that the same health, happiness, and
usefulness as you wish me may attend you all, I wish you all sincerely
and affectionately, farewell. (Great applause).

The Rev. Dr. WiLson, Hon. President, moved that the best thanks
of the Society be presented to His Excellency the Governor for his
attendance on thiz interesting and gratifying occasion, and for the liberal
patronage and support which he had aiready extended to the Society
during his administration. It was not, he believed, the sacred principle
« embodied in one of the mottoes of his distinguished family—/rere ayme
Jrere—which alone had brought His.Excellency into the Hall of the
Society on this occasion, but the genuine and fervent interest which he
feels in the proccedings of the Asiatic Society of the West of India,
which, with its kindred institutions elsewhere, strives to throw light on
the past history and present state of this great country. A right ap-
preciation of these objects had long been a characteristic of our Gover-
nor, who had himself taken an active part in Indian antiquarian research.
It was both a kind and a wise policy by which he had been influenced
in so greatly increasing the accommodations of the Society, and in
granting the liberal contributions (of Re. 300 monthly) in aid of the
higher class of its operations ; and it was to be hoped that the fruits of
the consideration of the Government in this case would very soon
appear. The meeting, Dr. Wilson would say, in conclusion, was one
of affecting interest to himself, a8 he had witnessed the entrance of his
respected friend the Ilonorable Mr. Frere into the Society, and all his
proceedings since his enrolment in its membership, and could testify to
the non-exaggeration of the address presented to him on this cccasion,
On bidding him farewell, he could not but express the wish, and offer
up the prayer (in which many here present would join) that through
the continued favour of God, Mr. Frere might yet have along life of

10r +
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asefulness, and much personal happiness, in whatever region of the
world he may spend the remainder of his time on earth. (Applause).

This motion having been seconded by Dr. Bhau D4ji, Vice President,
was adopted by acclamation.

The HoNORABLE PRESIDENT then addressed His Excellency the
Patron as follows :—On behalf of the meeting, on behalf of the Society,
I beg to tender to you, Sir Bartle Frere, our sincere thanks. You have

"placed us under very pleasing obligations, and we are grateful to you
for the aid which you have rendered to us by your presence on this
occasion. In so readily complying with our request, your Excellency
has not only honoured us, but enabled us to enhance the honour which
we desired to confer on our retiring President. (.Jpplause).

Sir Bartle Frere, in reply said, that his coming hither on this inter-
esting occasion was in every sense & labour of love.

The assembly then broke up, and proceeded to examine the large
collection of ancient and modern coins which had been made and classi-
fied by Mr. Frere during his residence in India.

At the monthly Meeting of the 8th June, 1865, Mr. James Taylor,
the Officiating Honorary Secretary, read the following letter :—

«81r—1I have the honour te forward for your inspection, two coins,
apparently of a very ancient date, which were found, with upwnrds of
eighty coins of a similar description, in an earthen pot, by some labourers
employed in cutting a road in the village of Wurthul, of Mahoodha
Purgunna, in this Collectorate.

2. A few of the coins discovered have been purchased by different
gentlemen as curiosities, but I have still seventy-five remaining. Ifyou
are of opinion, from the specimens enclosed, that these coins possess
value as relics of antiquity, I shall be happy, on receiving a communi-
cation from you to that effect, to forward, for deposit in the Government
Central Museum, all that remain in my possession, or as many as you
may require.

I have, &c,
T. H. StEwarT, Collector of Kaira.”

At the Monthly Meeting of the 13th July, 1865, Dr. Birdwood,
the Honorary Secretary, read the following letters :—
““ Bombay, 18th April 1865.
My Dear Biropwoobp,—I send you two MSS., one a parrative of
the life of Basappa, and the other one en epitomised translation of the
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Chanbusappa Puran. They were translated for me some years ago by
my friend Mr. Wiirth, one of the German Missionaries in the Southern
Maratha Country, and I have been living in hopes that I should have
been able myself to lay them before the Society, but time and oppor-
tunity failed me, and I therefore send them to you as Secretary
B. B:R. A. 5. The Committee of Management might, perhaps, like to
revise and print them.

These Translations of the Basappa and the Chanbasappa Purans
contain the pith of the oldest and most authentic documents of the
Lingayet creed. The Chanbasappa Puran is particularly interesting as
giving information regarding the different observances of the Lingayets,
which are scrupulously kept to this day. Having lived so long among
the Lingayets, I perhaps feel more interest in their works, and attach
more value to the translations than others would ; but if I do, the
Society will, I know, pardon the feeling.

Yours very sincerely,
W. E. Frere.
GEeorGe Birbpwoon, Esq., M. D., Hen. See. B. B. R. A. 8.”

“ Bombay, 23rd June 1865.

G. C. M. Birowoopb, Esq., M.D,, Secretary B. B. R. A. Society.

Sir,—1I have the honour to send you for the Royal Asiatic Society,
a very ancient Sanscrit manuscript, and a Tarpatra, or documentin the
Sanscrit language and Carnatic character. I am willing to give an
honorarium of Rs. 200 or Re. 300 for the translation of these MSS., if
you can find any one who will undertake it. I shall be happy to wait
upon you at any time should you wish to see me on the subject.

With my best respects, &ec.,
BURJORJEE SORABJEE ASHBURNER.”

The MSS. sent by Mr. Burjorjee Sorabjee Ashburner, not being of
sullicient interest for publication, and one of them being incomplete,
were ordered to be returned to the donor, with the thanks of the Society
for his bringing them to notice.

At the Monthly Meeting of the 10th August 1865, the present of
Coins to the Museum from the Collector of Kaira having been laid
before the meeting, it was—

24 »
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Resolved :—That the coins from the Collector of Kaira and from the
Bombay Government, with their letters, be handed over to the Honor-
able Mr, Justice Newton, with a request that he will be so good as to
decipher and report upon them.

Dr. Birdwood, the Honorary Secretary then read the following letter,
received through the Hon. Mr. W. E. Frere :—

‘“Tue PusrLic LibrARY, MELBOURNE,
June 19th, 1865.
Sin,—I do myself the honor to send to you, on behalf of the
Trustees of the Melbourne Public Library, a small collection of works
published in and relating to, Victoria, which Mr. Frere, now a visitor
in Melbourne, has suggested would be acceptable to your Asiatic
Society, and which he has kindly undertaken to forward to Bombay.

I have to request, therefore, that you will have the goodness to
present them to the members with the compliments of the Trustees.

I may be allowed to suggest that the Trustees of this Institution will
gratefully receive any of the Literature of India, or the East, which it
may Dbe in the power of the members of your Society to offer to them,
as also any surplus specimens of coins or of pottery, arms, or other
illustrations of Ethnology, which can be conveniently spared.

You will observe by reference to the Preface of our Catalogue that
the Trustees are indebted to the kind attention of the late Governor
General of India for a handsome donation of more than three
hundred stand of arms, which form an interesting section in our
Museum.

Should the members of the Asiatic Society express a wish for any

similar illustrations of the Ethnography of Australia, I will use my
best endeavours to comply with their desire.

I have, &c.,
RepMoND Barny,
One of the Trustees M. P. Library.
To the Secretary of the Asiatic Society, Bombay.”
Resolved :—That a complete set of the Society’s Journal, and a col-
lection of duplicate coins from the Society’s cabinet, be presented to the

Melbourne Public Library, in exchange for their publications presented
to the Society.
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Tue HoNORABLE JUGONNATH SUNRERSETT.

The Rev. Dr. WiLsoN, Honorary President of the Society, then
rose to propose the motion of which intimation had been given in the
Circular calling the meeting :—

“ That this Society place on record the expression of the deep sorrow
with which they have heard of the death of the Honerable Jugonnath
Sunkersett, for twenty years a respected Member of the Society, and a
liberal benefactor to its Library ; and who, by along life of laborious
activity and distinguished public usefulness, made himself an honour to
Western India.”

The death of the Ilon. Mr. Sunkersett, he observed, had made a
very deep impression, both among Natives and Europeans in Bom-
bay, and throughout the neighbouring provinces, in which bhis worth
as a native gentleman and citizen were well-known and highly ap-
preciated ; and it was becoming in this Society, which stood in a definite
position to education and research, and to friendly intercommunion
between the different classes of Society, to express its sense of the loss
which had been sustained by the removal of their valued friend, whose
talents, and force of character, and energetic action, had been of a very
marked character for many years, as would appear from the most
general allusion which could be made to the course of his life. Mr.
Jugonnath lost his father when he was only eighteen years of age, and
when his education was but of a very imperfect character, even when
looked at from a native point of view, about forty years ago. He de.
termined, however, as far as practicable, torepair its deficiencies. With
the help of the late able and excellent Mr. Murphy, and of Mr.
Mainwaring, & well-known instructor, he privately studied the English
language, and attained in it a most respectable proficiency, which fully
qualified him for the part which he so long and efliciently took in the
social and public affairs of this large city. To the vernacular languages,
and especially the Marithi, his mother-tongue, he gave much attention.
Banskrit, even, was not neglected by him, and his progress in it was
such that he was accustomed intelligently to peruse some of the olden
classics of this country. When he (Dr. Wilson) arrived in Bombay,
upwards of thirty-seven years ago, he found him at the head of the
Hindu population here, forming by far the largest portion of this
diversified community, though he was then only twenty-six years of
age, It was somewhat amusing, some mounths afterwards, to find him,
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with all the heads of the native community of this place, engaged in a
showy but peaceable demonstration against the Government of Bombay
(under Sir John Maleolm), for its resistance to the issue, by Sir John
Peter Grant, of an imperative summons addressed to a resident in the
interior, held to be beyond the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. But
in the position which he and others (erroneously as they afterwards
admitted) then occupied, there was really nothing offensive to the
public authorities, who well knew the legal ground on which they
themselves stood. The matter, when rightly interpreted, was merely
this : the Supreme Court of Bombay had proved so satisfactory to the
Natives of this island, that they wished its jurisdiction in an important
matter to be extended to the interior. The loyalty of the native
gentlemen was not called in question, and many of them, like Mr.
Sunkersett, were, in point of fact, highly appreciated by the Government,
and, with it, willing co-operators in most important measures. Mr.
Sunkersett (when he must have been only about twenty years of age)
was made a member of the Committee of the School Book Society, the
first native Educational Institution in Bombay, which enjoyed the
patronage and aid of Government. He was one of the first members
of the Committee of the Native Education Society, which was next
called into being, and of which, to the last, he continued the zealous
and prudent counsellor and supporter. In the commemoration of Mr.
Elphinstone, and in the dedication to the cause of education, through
public professorships, of the large pecuniary testimonial which was
forthcoming on that occasion, he took a most active and advantageous
part ; and to the day of his death he remained one of the Trustees of
the Elphinstone Fund. When the Board of Education was formed he
was appointed one of its members; and he remained in it while it
continued, constantly taking a most active part in its business, and
aiding it by his sound judgment and wise counsels, as Dr. Stovell, its
honoured and efficient Secretary for so many years, and now present on
this occasion, could well testify. Mr. Sunkersett’s connexion with this
Asiatic Society had existed for twenty years, and it would have been
much earlier formed had the liberal spirit of the present membership
been the characteristic of by-past times. As it was, he was the third
native gentleman who entered it. Though he had not directly contri-
buted to its researches (and this was not expected of him) he had often
attended its meetings, and taken an interest in its proceedings and those
of its Committee, of which he was for some time a member ; while he
had greatly cnlarged its library in an important and attractive depart-
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ment, that of Natural History, by his preseats.iion to it of five thousand
rupees, which had enabled the Society to purchase the beautiful
volumes (hearing his name) now exposed to view in the Socicty’s rooms.
Other eervices to our loeal wcoveiare ae l2g doue, though in this
matter all his wishes (rs in co..2zion with cur Luivessity, of which
he was one of the Fellows named i: tha Act of Incorporation) have rot
yet been implemented. Independently of our more public institutions,
he had done his part to forward the good work of education. He was
an early friend of native female education, on which so great interests
are dependent. Long before the formation of the Students’ Society,
indeed upwnrds of thirty years ago, he had given him (Dr. W.) a room
for a female school on easy terms on the premises contiguous to his
mansion. His own daughters he had taught to read and write their
vernacular with fluency and accuracy. He had founded and supported
a Girls’ School in connexion with the Students’ Society. IIc had
founded and supported an Anglo-Vernacular School for boys. He
had often given assistance to students attending the Grant Medical
College (in which he ever took alively interest) ; and he had encouraged
native medical practice by founding a Dispensary. from which medicines
were gratuitously issued to the poor and afflicted- Many poor students
attending different seminaries were his beneficiaries, He declared that
he was personally tolerantof the legitimate effects of education, however
unexpected they might prove to be to him a Ilinda ; and in this his
usual good sense and kind feeling were apparent. It was scarcely neces-
sary to say a word as to his merits as a citizen of Bombay, in which
character he was so well known and universally respected. He was one
of the first native Justices of the Peace ; and in that capacity he had
done his duty in an exemplary and distinguished manner ; so much so
that it was not to be wondered at that he had been made onc of the
first members of the Legislative Council, in the exercise of the functions
of which he had proved himself entitled to creditable regard. [n all
matters pertaining to courtesy, to the commemoration of public worth,
to philanthropy, to patriotism, to the relief of distress near and afar
off, and to the advancement of the general improvement of this locality
and its neighbourhood, he was ever ready to give most efficient aid, botl
by his personal advocacy and liberal contributions. He was constantly
called upon to take a prominent part in all the public meetings held in
the Town Ilall ; and though not in any sense a man of obtrusiveness,
he did not fail to give a generous rezpense to the numerous calls which
were addressed to hiin,  His abscnce at cur future assen:blics will leng
11 r
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be noticed with mournful regret. Viewing him as a representative
member of the native community and as a citizen of Bombay, we have
much reason to cherish a pleasing and grateful remembrance of him ;
while at the same time we bear in mind the lesson which is taught to
us all by his sudden removal. It was only about a fortnight before
his death, that, in his usval vigour and wakeful intelligence, he occupied
the chair at an important meeting of our Agri-Horticultural Society,
of which he was the president. He is now far removed from this ter-
restrial scene and all its occupations. To the motion proposed the
ready consent of the members of the Society was fully expected.

The motion was seconded by Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, Bart.

Dr. Stovell said he had listened with great interest to the glowing
yet just eulogium passed by the Honrorary President on the high char-
acter and sterling worth of their lamented late member the Honorable
Jagonnath Sunkersett. He said it might appear presumption on his
part to add a single word to what had been elready said, but as the
Rev. Dr. Wilson had appealed to his personal knowledge of Mr. Jagon-
nath Sunkersett’s exertions as a member of the Board of Education, he
could not refrain from responding to the appeal, and he did so the
more willingly as it gave him an opportunity of expressing his entire
concurrence in every remark that had been made, It also gave him an
opportunity of expressing the feelings of warm personal regard which
he had long entertained for the deceased. He had been intimately ac-
quainted with Mr. Jagonnath Sunkersett during a very long period, and
had had the honour of being associated with him in the Board of Edu-
cation for ten years. Ile (Dr. Stovcll) was, moreover, almost the only
Europeun now left in India who could testify, from personal knowledge,
to the earnestness with which, as a member of that Board, he had de-
voted himgelf to the cause of education, ever bringing to its aid great saga-
city and sound judgment, as well as a breadth of view far in advance of
what was in those days entertained by the native community generally.
Mr. Jagonnath Sunkersett was the last of the four great worthies of a
by-gone age, whose services ought ever to live in the grateful memory
of the rising generation of Western India. Ilc need scarcely say that
the other three were Framjee Cowasjee, Bomanjee Hormusjee, and the
late Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy. Lofty as the Government educational
cdifice of this Presidency was now becoming, he trusted it would pever
be forgotten that its foundations were laid deep and broad by the four
large-hearted citizens of this town who have now all passed away—they
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spared neither their time nor their money in furthering the cause they
had so much at heart, and especially in founding the Elphinstone Pro-
fessorships, the first great standing point of Government education in
this Presidency.

The above proposition was then put to the vote, and carried unani-
mously.

Proposed by the Hon. George Foggo, seconded by Dadoba Pando-
rung, Esq.,  That a letter enclosing a copy of the Society’s Resolution
be sent to Mr. Venayekrao Jagonnath, with the expression of the
Society’s sincere sympathy with him and his family in their bereave-
ment.”’

This was also carried unanimously.

At the Monthly Meeting of the 14th September, 1865, the Secretary
read the following letters -—

*“My Dear Birowoopn,—1I send you for presentation to the Bom-
bay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society a gold cufic coin of the Ab-
basite dynasty found at Zanzibar. It bears in the centre of the obverse
the legend : —

¢ There is no good but God, one, and without partner.’

And round the circumference :—

* Mahomed is the messenger of God. He sent him with the way
of salvation and the religion of truth, to make it (him) manifest to all
the religion.”

In the centre of the reverse is the inscription : —

¢ Mahomed is the messenger of God.—Jaffr.”

And round the circumference :—

* Saif ullah (the sword of God) struck this dinar in the year (of the
Hejira) one hundred and eight-two’—corresponding to A. n. 798.

This coin belongs to the reign of Iaroon-El-Rushid, aname dear to
readers of the Thousand and One Nights, and is remarkable as bearing
the name of Jaafer-El-Bermake, the Wazeer of that Khalifa.—Believe

me, yours very truly, B L P
. L. PLAYFAIR.

Byculla Club, 16th August 1865.”
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“To Dr. G. C. M. BirpwooD,
Sceretary Bombay Branch Royal Aeintic Society.
Sin,—1I have the honour to acknowltdge the reccipt of your letter
of the 15th ultimo, communicating to me the Resolution unanimously

passcd at the monthly meeting of the Bombay Branch Royal Asiatic
Society, held on the 10th ultimo, relative to the death of my father.

T caunot mufficiently express in words the gratification felt by my-
self and father’s family at the distingnished honour rendered to his
memory by the Bombay Branch Royal Asiatic Society, in acknowledg-
ing their appreciativn of his public services in so handsome a manner.

I remain, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
VENAYECKROW JUGONNATHJEE SUNKERSETT,

Sunkersett Ilouse, Bombay, 12th September 1865.”

Tue vate Mr. Justice Fomsbes.

The Rev. Dr. WiLson, Honorary President of the Society, sub-
mitted the following miotion to the meeting : —

“That this Society place on record the cxpression of their deep
sorrow for the death of the Honorable Mr. Justice Forbes, one of their
Vice-Presidents, and their testimony to his eminent abilities, varied
accomplishments, and grace of manner ; to his important services in the
lustration of the literature and antiquities of Gujarit ; and to his high
character, and exemplary life, which reflected honour on the British
Government in India, and won the affection of all classes of the natives
with whom he held public or social intercourse.”

Dr. Wilson remarked that when at the last meeting of the Society
he was called upon to express its respeet for the memory of one of its
most liberal native benefactors, and for many years a most distinguished
citizen of Bombay, he little thought he should be required within the
short space of one month to nsk the Society also to record its deep
sorrow for the great loss which it had sustained by the death of one of
its most highly estecmed European members and office-bearers, who
had been removed from this earthly scene just when he had reached
the zenith of his influence and usefulness in the West of India, with
which he had been connected for uearly twenty-two vears, Yet so it
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wag in the mysterious working of an all-wise though unsearchable Pro-
vidence. Many were mourners on this occasion, especially among those
more particularly connected with our literary, scientific, artistic, and
philanthropic societies and institutions, of which Mr. Forbes was a 1:ost
active member and an invaluable counsellor. His connexion with some
of these associations, indeed, was very peculiar. He was in an import-
ant sense the parent, as up to the day of his death he was the main-
spring, of the Vernacular Socicty of Gujardt, which had done much for
the development and improvement of Gujarati literature at Ahmedabad,
its head-quarters. He was one of the founders and the president of
the Gujariti Society of Bombay, lately formed for the purpose of col-
lecting and publishing whatever might prove to be valuable in the
indigenous literature of Gujarit,—a Society to which very large con-
tributions had been made, not only by the opulent native merchants of
this city (some of whom were present on this occasion), but by the
native princes and chieftains of Gujarit, who were much influenced in
the liberality displayed by them by their confidence in a Society enjoy-
ing the prestige of Mr. Forbes’s name, so well-known and highly appre-
ciated when he dwelt among them as an administrator or judge. He
was the President of the Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy School of Art, in
which -he took the deepest interest, more especially now, when through
the continued liberality of that philanthrophic family, its staff of
Ppractical instructors was being completed, and when his own well-known
artistic taste had full scope of suggestion and gratification in connexion
with its advancement. He had been for the last nine months the
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Bombay, which directs the higher
studies of the youth of this Presidency, and certifies to their proficiency
after suitable examinations ; and neither in the Senate nor in the
Syndicate, where his kindness, courtesy, and judgment were generally
marked, did he prove unequal to the duties of that important office.
This Asiatic Society highly esteemed Mr. Forbes for his connection with
it a3 a member and Vice-Prcsident, though he had not enriched the
the pages of its journal by any contributions.* He had, however, done
better than this, by the preparation and publication on bis own account
of the two goodly octavo volumes now lying on the table, entitled
‘¢ Rds-Mald, or Hindu Annals of the province of Gujarit in Western

* One contribution from the pen of Mr. Forbes, which was not in type before
his lamented dcath, sppears in this No. of the Journal.
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India,”—a work replete with curious and valuable information from
little known sources, and beautiful illustrations from drawings by the
author. To estimate it aright, the importance of the Province of
Gujarit, in some respects the most remarkable in Indis, must ever be
kept in mind. Speaking of its peninsular portion, Colonel Tod, the
enthusiastic admirer of Rajputdnd, had said, * For diversity of races,
exotic and indigenous, there is no region of India to be compared with
Saurdshtra, where they may be seen of all shades, from the fair and
sometimes blue-eyed Kdthf, erect and independent as when his father
opposed the Macedonian at Multan, to the swarthy Bhill, with keen
look, the offspring of the forest.”” Originally this district must have
had a non-Aryan population. In the olden Indian traditions it is said
that the (Western) Vinashana, or Banas, hides its face in the sands as
it approaches the impure land of the Abhirs, and the Dardas (used in
a wide sense), the descendants of whom (in the Abhirs and Dbedas) are
still to be found in peninsular Gujarit, contiguous to the Abiria of the
Geographer Ptolemy. The A’ryas, however, soon appeared on that
inviting pastoral, agricultural, and commercial field. Among the earliest
of these settlers, denominated from their rulers, were the Sinbas, the
greatest colonists who have yet besn eenneeted with India,—who had
various settlements on these western shores; who probably deposited
the mysterious Konkanastha Brihmans in our own neighbourhood ;
who carried their arms, eommerce, and rule to Lank4, which received
from them the name of Sinhaladvipa, or the Island of the Sinlgs ; and
who in the course of time extended themselves to the Eastern Archi-
pelago, finding or rather founding there another Lanka, a Mahalank,
or great Lanka, Of these Sinhas, the capital was doubtless Sihor,
formerly called Sinhapur, in the territories of the Théikur of Bhivanagar,
near the sacred Jaina Mountain of Pdlithdnd. There too (after the
time of Ashoka, whose Buddhist edicts are written with the pen of
steel on the rocks at Girndra in the same Saurdsthra Province) probably
reigned the Séhs, a revived dynasty of Sinhas, of whose coins the
learned President of the Society had lately discoursed with so much
interest. In the open country to the North-East of Sihor are found
the ruins of the city Val4, where the Valabhi dynasty reigned, accord-
ing to Colonel Tod, from aA.n. 318 to a.p. 524, or, according to
Chinese travellers, till the seventh century. On the antiquities of some
of the places now mentioned, Mr. Forbes has incidentally cast con-
siderable light; but it is not with this locality and with these more
ancient times that his work has principally to do. Its great effort is
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diverted to the elucdation of the Medizval history of Eastern Gujarit,
especially as connected with the several dynasties which reigned at
Anhilawdda Pattan, intermediate between Ahmadibdd and Disd, and
which extended their sway to the peninsular as well as to the conti-
nental province of Gujardt. After some introductory matter, he begina
with Van R4jd of the Chdwadas of the eighth century, and then goes
over the times of the Solaukhis and the Pramirs, noticing in its place
the fall of Somndth under Mahmud of Ghazni. He treats of the
Viéghelas of Chandravati, and the marvellous structures of their Jaina
ministers on Mount Abu. The Muhammadan history of Gujarét he
gives at length. He then proceeds to the inroads and ravages of the
Maréthds, to the establishment of the Gaikawid power, to the advent
of various Rajput Chiefs from Marwar, and to the settlement of the
Mahikéntd. He concludes his work by a review of the population of
Gujarit, and by giving interesting illustrations of its manners and
customs. It is quite evident that it has been his aim to do for Gujarét
what Colonel Tod has done for Rajputini. He has been scarcely less
successful than his predecessor, whose faults in some respects he has
avoided. For the most original part of his work he has been principally
dependent, directly or indirectly, on bardic chronicles which he had
collected and collated with much diligence. His estimate of these
sources of information, as found in the body of the second volume of
his work, is well worthy of attention. It is as follows :—

* Of the poetic value of the bardic chronicles we have in some degree
enabled our reader to form his own estimate. . Perhaps it may be
thought of them (as Johuson thought of:the so-called ‘Poems of
Ossian’) that ¢ nothing is more easy than to write enough in that style
if once you begin.’ Where poets form an hereditary profession, the
character of the poetry can scarcely be secure from this criticism.
Their exaggerations are awkwardly great, and all their little fishes are
apt to speak like great whales, their descriptions and their similes have
#o little variety that they might almost be stereotyped. Still it must,
we think, be admitted that there is often in the bardic sketches much
of spirit, and of effective, however rude, colour and drawing. Their
historical value may be accurately measured by a rule with which the
biographer of the ‘Queens of England’ furnishes us: ¢No one,” says
Miss Strickland, ¢ who studies history, ought to despise tradition, for
we shall find that tradition is, on the whole, accurate as to fact, but
wholly defective and regardless of chronology.” The bardic accounts,
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where they are written, and are intelligible without oral explanation,
may rank with the contemporaneous ballad poetry of other nations:
where unwritten, they approximate to common oral tradition. The
written genenlogies, where they do not ascend to fabulous periods, are
doubtless correct in the main. In matters of less strictness, even the
bards themselves, though they admit a certain laxity, assert theis
material accuracy. The following is their canon :—

« <« Without fiction there will be a want of flavour,
But too much fiction is the house of sorrow.
Fiction should be used in that degree,

That salt is used to flavour flour.
“ And in another couplet they assert that,—
¢ As a large belly shows comfort to exist,
As rivers show that brooks exist,
As rain shows that beat has existed,
So songs show that events have happened.’

* There is one subject, at least, upon which bardic testimony cannot be
impugned—the subject, we mean, of manners and customs; and with-
out contending for what is extravagant, we may remark that the bards,
even if by an operation the very reverse of that which is performed by
amber, have enshrined in the rude casket of their tradition much of
that for which history is more especially valuable. . . . . The
bardic song, with all its virtues and its vices, its modicum of truth,
and its far larger mass of worthlessness, is now nearly silent, and can
never revive ; the swords which, if celebrated, are broken or rusted, the
race by whose deeds it was inspired, is fast passing away. Perhaps it
may be the fate of even these poor unworthy pages to call attention,
for really the last time to the verse which has been, for so many cen-

turies, alike a solace in peace and stimulant in danger to the sons of
the Kshatris.”

This estimate is as correct as it is happily expressed. Mr. Forbes
has treated the bardic chronicles as partial sources of historical infor-
mation, with judgment, though sometimes with limited literary
manipulation. The work of translating or paraphrasing them, with
all their exaggerations, dislocations, and {requent misrepresentations,
never can be favourable to a clear arrangemcnt and fluent pen. Alto-
gether, Mr. Kinloch Torbes has produced an interesting, instructive,
aud uselul work, which must appcar to be the more creditable to him
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when it is borne in mind that he had been only eight years in Gujardt
when he proceeded to England to effect its publication. How, during
this limited period, he could acquire and digest the varied information
which it contains, while at the same time he discharged his public and
social duties with wonderful fidelity and efficiency, is more than can
be well understood. For a second time, in the West of India, and in
connexion with the Bombay Civil Service, he has given literary lustre
to the name of ForBEs—a lustre in this repeated instance like that of
the first in the case of the genial, cordial, intelligent, and observant James
Forbes, the author of the charming * Oriental Memoirs,” and it might
be added as a piece of information to some here present, the grandfather
of the eloquent and ingenious Count Montalembert. The *“ Ras Mala™
will undoubtedly attract more attention than it has yet received. It is
to be hoped that the Oriental documents on which it is founded may be
soon published by the Gujardti Society of Bombay, in the formation of
which, as already mentioned, Mr. Forbes took such a warm interest.
It is also to be hoped that if portraits can be procured of some of the
chieftains whose characters and deeds he has recorded, they will find a
place in the Portrait Gallery of remarkable Natives of India, projected
by Mr. Sorabjee Jehangeer, and of the Committee of which, it should
have been before mentioned, Mr. Forbes was President. With these
hasty remarks the matters referred to in the motion submitted to the
Society were not exhausted. IIe (Dr. Wilson) had purposely avoided
repeating what had been so appropriately said in several of the public
prints in Bombay. e would leave it to the President and the Hon.
Mer. Tucker, who had sat with Mr. Forbes on the bench of justice, to
speak of the attention, consideration, judgment, courtesy, and kindness
which he ever there manifested.- He would leave the seconder of the
motion, and other friends here present to call to mind his many per-
sonal excellencies of character, disposition, taste and temper, which
none could fail to discover, and which, associated with or originating in
his sacred, sure, animating, and purifying beliefs, many so highly ad-
mired. It was with a melancholy satisfaction, which the speaker would
not venture to express, that he submitted the motion for the adoption
of the meeting. :

Rao Samis Visavanata Naravan MANDLIK, on seconding the
motion, spoke as follows:—I beg to second Dr. Wilson's motion
with melancholy pleasure. I had the privilege of knowing the late Mr,
Justice Forbes for the last three years. Although my acquaintance

25 12 r
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therefore was not of long standing, it was enough to convince me that
in him we had lost a true statesman of the Mountstuart Elphinstone
type. He was a thorough English gentleman in every semnse of the
term. With the greatest kindness and generosity of nature, he united
tke manly firmness and the highest principles of honour ; and it
was the striking combination of these qualities that had endeared him
to all classes of people in Szurdshtra and Gujardshtra (wherein he
was mostly employed), from the noblest Rajput chief to the meanest
peasent. I consider the death of such a man a great calamity—no
doubt providentially sent to chasten us; but still a calamity to the
country ; for it is men like the late Mr. Forbes who are the real
strength of the British rule in India ; whose presence inspires confi-
dence in the justice and faith of the English Government ; and whese
example encourages the timid, overawes the forward, and preserves the
equilibrium of the political machine. Of his labours as an English
echolar, it does not become me to speak ; but this I must say, that his
principal work, the Ras Mala, is a great and well-arranged storehouse
of the historical and legendary lore of Gujarth and Kathiawar ; and his
mode of treating the numerous subjects therein embraced, and the
variety and fulness of his remarks and illustrations, testify to his great
scholarship and deep research, as well as to his exquisite taste and
artistic workmanship. He spoke Gujarithi more correctly and with
greater elegance than most Europeans whom I have known. He felt
and often expressed his regret that numbers of native institutions were
passing away of which no record was being kept. He was most anxious
to preserve indigenous poetry and annals, as illustrating the manners
and customs, the history and antiquities of the country. It is on this
account I feel that his loss to the Gujarithi Vernacular Society (of
which he was the founder), and to the cause of Gujarith{ literature
generally, will be very great. Science and philosophy are never so at-
tractive as when they are joined with rank and political emsinence.
They then get as it were into fashion, ard confer numerous and lasting
benefits on society. Persons like the late Mr. Forbes are the powerful
motive forces which promote a cordial combination of the two great
aristocracies of rank and of letters. It was under Mr. Forbes's foster-
ing care that the warlike Kskatriya, the speculating Vaishya, the literary
Brehmana, and the adventurous Pars{, so cheerfully combined to form
the literary body whose guiding spirit has just departed. I trust his
mantle will fall on the shoulders of some worthy successor, and that the
Society may yet be able to bring out some of those works on which he
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was engaged. Mr. Forbes’s liberality was princely, and was not regu-
lated by colour or creed. Ever solicitous to seek out and encourage
native talent, he was indeed & Vikramdditya or Bhoju Rdjd to the
poets and bards of Gujarith. Indeed, an example of his unobtrusive
beneficence came to my uotice only within a few weeks before his death,
which we now deplore.

Tue Presipent said :—In putting this motion to the meeting, [
must give expression—I trust without impropriety—to my most cordial
concurrence in it. It has not been the practice of our Society to record
obituary notices of its members, and we have thus the advantage that
on an occasion such a3 this, when one of the most eminent among our
number has been taken from us, we come not together in the formal
discharge of an accustomed duty when assembled to testify to his worth,
and to give utterance to a sorrow which to many of us is a heavy one.
1t is not for me to say here what Mr. Forbes was to myself—what he
was as a friend or as.a colleague with whom it was a high gratification
and privilege to be associated. But a word may be said of what he was
to all of us ; and if I mny select one trait of his character from among
so many that were to be admired, I could dwell yet for a moment on
that unaffected *“ grace of manner’” to which a place has been assigned
in the resolution, among his more solid, and it may be more important
characteristics. It was this distinguishing feature, it seems to me,
that cast over the whole man that charm of which we have all felt the
influence. It was not the ability nor the acquirements—though these
were of a high order—nor the refined taste, nor the cultivated judgment,
but the bigh-mindedness, and springing from this, the true courtesy
and gentleness and dignity that so endeared and fascinated. The socie-
ties nnd institutions of this city and of this Presidency have suffered a
heavy loss in the removal of one so gifted and so accomplished, and we
specially have lost a colleague not to be replaced. If my solicitation
could have prevailed, Mr. Forbes would have succeeded to.this chair
when it was last vacated, but he was kept back, as [ well know, by a
modesty which was scrupulous as against his own claims, and by other
kindred feelings which I can look back on only with respect and admi-
ration.

The above motion having been put to the vote, it was unanimously
carried.

At the Monthly Il\feeting of the 12th October 1865, Dr. David
Livingstone delivered a Lecture on the Discoveries in Africa befora
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a large meeting of the Society and the public in the Great Room in the
Town Hall.

The Rev. Dr. Wilson, Honorary Paesident, who occupied the Chair,
said, that though the Bombay Asiatic Society had been in existence
for upwards of sixty years, this was, properly speaking, the first
public meeting which had been held under its auspices. It oc-
curred, it would be admitted, in most favourable circumstances.
Dr. David Livingstone, who appeared before that large assembly
that afiernoon, to deliver a lecture, was a gentleman whose name
was known and honoured in every city of civilization, in both
hemispheres of the world, and venerated by savage as by sage. He
was undoubtedly one of Nature’s nobles. He had been trained and
educated both in the factories of industry, and in the schools and halls
of science. Enlightened, purified, and foriified by religion in its
heaven-born form, he had devoted himself to a career of philanthropy
and research but seldom exemplified. The scene of his enterprise, as
all knew, was the great Coutinent of Africa, which very much resem-
bled India in its external form, but which was so large, that an India
could be cut out of it, without its being very much missed. Travel
within its unexplored and unknown regions was very different {rom
travel in India, now patent to all, and provided with so many accom-
modations for the weary pilgtim. For weeks, months, and years
together, Dr. Livingstone had had to rest on the grass of the field, uuder
the open canopy of heaven, or under the shade of bushes or trees.
His movements had been among tribes and tongues alike unknown and
undescribed. His discoveries had been universally acknowledged to be
of the greatest importance. By one of his earliest reviewers (in the
London Atheneum) he had been denominated the African Columbus,
of course not because he had discovered, but because he had revealed
the general character of that continent, which had been so long mis-
understood and misrepresented. Though Dr. Livingstone had pro-
ceeded to Africa (as a Medical Missionary) in 1840, it was not till 1852
that he commenced thuse great journeys for which he is so celebrated.
On that occasion, he had proceeded to the very centre of Southern
Tropical Africa. He then travelled to Loanda on the Western Coast,
and from this point he returned to Quilimane on the Eastern Coast,
thus crossing the whole continent of Africa—an achievement which he
was the first to perform. Ie did all this in his proper character as an
Englishman and a Christian, gaining the confidence of the numerous
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tribes and peoples with whom he came in contact. In 1856 he pro-
ceeded to England, where, after fifteen months’ labour, he produced
his first great work, which relates the story of his movements and
observations with so much simplicity, truthfulness, and interest, bring-
ing to view so many regions unknown to fame; so many lakes and
rivers with magnificent waterfalls, and fertile plains and plateaus, the
existence of which had not bren dreamt of; so many strange and
interesting specimens of humanity ; and so many curiosities in Natural
Ilistory. In 1859 he renewed his journeys and researches, in the
company, to & certain extent, of other philanthropists and adventurers.
Last year he had a second time proceeded to England, and again, in
about fifteen months, produced another great volume, which would not
yield in interest to his first. He was now in Bombay on his way to
Africa, on his third exploratory campaign, and he would try to solve
the great geographical problems which had been raised by those who
had sought to imitate his example. Ile was a man of deeds in every
sense of the term, resting his claims neither on race nor lineage,
however much to be respected in their own position. His motto
might well be :—
Nam genus, et proavos et que non fecimus ipsi,
Vix ea nostra voco.

Yetke devoutly ascribed all his success to the highest source. * Glory
to God in the highest, on earth peace, good will to men,”” was ever his
aim. He cou!d not but get the warmest reception on this ocecasion
from all who had come to listen to his lecture. (Great applause.)

Dr. LiviNGsTONE, who was received with loud applause, spoke as
follows :—Ladies and Gentlemen—aAs most of you are pretty well
acquainted with India, I think that if I mention some of the points of
similarity and difference which exist between it and Africa, you may
get a clearer idea of that continent than you now possess. ‘We have,
in the continent of Africn, very much the same sort of features which
we have here.  We have low lands which very much resemble the low
lands between Bombay and the Ghauts, excepting that while in Bombay
you have about 50 miles of low land between the sea and the Ghauts,
we in Africa have some 200 or 300 miles of low swampy country, before
we come to the African Ghkauts, which are somewhat higher than those
of India. The Konkan is very much like the low unhealthy African
const belt, There are also large tracts of courtry which resemble the
Deccan as seen from the low lands here. The jungle, like that on the
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slopes of the Ghauts, is open, and the grass is exceedingly low. You
must endeavour to lay aside the notion that the interior of the zountry
—tropical Africa—is nothing but vast sandy deserts. The prevalent
idea in most men’s minds was, that it consisted of a great sandy desert,
but this is'not the case. [ never saw a real desert till I came to Suez.
After getting up to the highest point of the Deccan, we have a gradual
sloping away of the country towards the east, In Africa we have a
great slope towards the centre, and from the bottom of this hollow a
gradual ascent takes place to a point about 300 miles from the Western
coast, There we have ghauts again, and on the other side a low
country sloping to the sea. The continent is not all such ns I have
described, but from this we may get a general idea of the shape of the
interior, and of the low lands round the coast. We have at some
peints high lands coming near the sea, and we have low lands extending
very much inland, and in the middle is the hollow in which we have
great fresh-water lakes, unlike anything you have in India.

In the geology of the country, Africa differs very materially from the
interior of India. Down in the Zambesi we have great coal-fields,
which we have observed extending for about 400 miles. In these coal-
fields numerous “ faults’ occur, in which igneous rocks have been shot
through the coal; there the mineral is destroyed or converted into a
substance like coke ; but when we get a few yards off, we have excellent
conl, which gave good steam; we found it at other places quite
bitumincus, and, when burning, it bubbles up exactly like domestic
coal in England. These coal-fields extend towards the north, and when
we went up the Rovuma, a river near to Cape Delgado, we saw exactly
the same formation as we had in the south. I mentioned to a Captain
of the Navy, as we were going up the Rovuma, that there was coal in
its vicinity, end after going up a little further, we found pieces of fine
coal among the sands of the river. Previous to the present state of
the country there seems to have been immense fresh water lakes in
which the coal was formed ; and some of the present lakes—thongh by
no means small bodies of water ; Lake Nyassa, for instance, being 200
miles long, and from 20 to 60 miles broad—are only the deep holes
which existed in the nncient lakes. Those ancient lakes seem to have
been very much larger than the present ones, and they would appear
to have been let off by fissures in the lateral high ridges, which form a
well-marked physical feature of the country. These ridges have been
rent in & most violent manner, and large lakes in the interior have thus
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been let off. The Zambesi, for instance, comes through one of those
fissures, and at this point forms one of the most remarkable waterfalls
in the world. It is quite impossible to describe it, because it is so
unlike any other waterfall ; but I may say that the river above it is a
little over a mile wide, and it falls more than double the depth of
Niagara, and below it is seen to have jumped into a crack about 80
yards wide. It forms one of the most wonderful sights I ever saw;
and my brother, who was familiar with Niagara, says this is the more
wonderful of the two. Almost every river in Africa comes through a
fissure in the rocky subtending ridges mentioned; the Congo, for
instance, comes through large ridges of rocks, which seem to have been
eplit when the waters of the interior were let off. On going up the
Rovuma, we came to cataracts; and the fact that all African rivers
have cataracts, seems to have prevented mavigators going any distance
into the country.

The climate of Africa everybody believes to be exceedingly bad ; but
in my own opinion, it has not had a good trial. When we travel we
have none of the comforts which you have in this country, for we have
no means of conveyance, we have no beasts of burden. A fly called
the Tzetze exists, and no domestic animnal except the goat can live where
this fly abounds. It is very remarkable that it kills the horse, the ox,
and the dog, but that it does not kill goats, and has no effect upon
donkeys. The peison seems to be of a nature that quite baffles all
investigations into its nature. Why it should have such an effect vpon
domestic animals, but not upon men, I cannot conceive, I once
thought it was not a fly that did the mischief, but that the animals
were killed by eating some plant. Capt. Vardon of the Indian Army
said he would put this to the test, so he rode one of the horses up a
hill, and while he collected some specimens of the tzetze, did not allow
the horse to eat anything; yet in eleven days the animal was dead.
Yet this fly has no more effect upon man than a mosquito hns.

In the low lands the climate is moist ; but as we are obliged to sleep
under trees and without tents, it is not giving a man a fair chance. If
we had anything like the comforts which the people of India have, or
even good fuod and fair shelter, with abundant occupation for mind
and body, it is my Dbelief that on the high lands of Africa Europeans
would live and flourish. Some diseases we never have. I never saw a
case of consumption or of scrofula. Some diseases which are well-
known in Europe nre never seen in Africa. Small-pox and cholera are
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never known. Cholera, it is true appeared once at Mozambique, but
went no further. I think the climate of Africa has not had & fair trial.
In travelling we have not the means of protecting ourselves from the
dews at night—generally it is a tree under which we sleep, and our beds
are made of grass ; we are exposed to all the malarious influences which
exist— so we have not a chance of knowing whether the climate is a3
bad as it is reported to be.

One point of dissimilarity with the climate of India is this, that we
never have sunstroke. Neither my companions nor I ever wore sun
topees. We went about in the sun wearing the common naval cap, ard
some wore even smaller head dresses, but we were never affected by the
sunstroke ; nor did we ever hear of a single case of it. Then, looking
at the experience of the inhabitants, most of the people go without any
head covering at all. 'We see the natives of this country all particularly
careful of their heads, and thus we observe the result of their experi-
ence of the danger arising from exposure to the sun; but the natires of
Africa take no such precautions. They take greater care of their feet
than of their heads, and slave-traders never travel without their slaves
feet being protected by the earth being cooled by the rains. The sun
is not so terrible in Africa ag it is in this couutry. This may be because
in the interior the climate is dry. We have sometimes as much as 35
degrees diflerence of temperature between the dry and the wet bulbs of
the thermometer, and the dryness of the climate may be some protec-
tion from the suu’s rays.

Most of you must know the typical negro. Sometimes we see a
fizure intended to represent him at the doors of tobacco shops at home ;
but this is not the typical negro at all. It may be the typical negro
of the West Coast, who is exceedingly ugly ; but in the interior the
people are quite different. In many cases they are very comely. The
Makololo, for instance, are very good Jooking. Their noses are a little
flatter than ours; but thay say our noses stick too much out of our
faces. (Laughter.) ‘We think theirs too flat. Now, who is to decide?
(More laughter.) Throughout the country the natives have all got
woolly hair; but when they see our hair they say “Is this hair? It
is a great mistake ; that is not men’s hair at all ; it is lion’s mane.”
(Laughter.) They consider their hair to be the proper sort of hair,
and are quite content with it ; but ours they do not think the proper
sort ; and when one is among 40 or 50 of them smiling at one’'s head
gear, he is almost disposed to agree with them. In South Africa,
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where we have real Hottentots and Bushmen, it is a scauty crop indeed,
and the pcople look as if their heads had been shaved and pepper corns
planted all over them. Grass grows there in the same way, tufts here
and there, with bare spaces betwesn. But as we go more inland,
vegetation becomes more dense, and so does the crop of hair on the
people’s heads ; and some of them have such enormous masses of wool,
that they are as large as many of our friend’s turbans there (pointing
to the turbans of some Hindoos who were present). These people are
so proud of it, that they train it into a great variety of shapes. Some
make it into a shape like a dragoon’s helmet ; some train it backwards ;
and some imitate the glory round the head of the Virgin, by dressing
their hair so as to resemble rays going out to a circle of bamboo—it
forms a very good resemblance too. Others, again, train it into the
shape of a European hat. They have abuundance of it, and seem to
amuse themselves with it in the same way as ladies do in all parts of
the world. (Laughter and applause.) ‘They are all greatly addicted
to following the fashions, and one is the ugliest in the world. I can
pever get reconciled to it. Itis the lip-ring. It is not put in as the
nose-rings are in this conntry, but a hole is made in the lip, and a piece
of stick inserted to keep the parts from reuniting. They begin with a
small hole, and gradually increase the size of it by putting in little bits
of stick until the hole becomes larger and larger, and we have it this
size, with an ivory ring which they make to adhere to the edge of the
lip going round the outside of it- (Dr. Livingstone here exhibited a
life-size drawing of the head of a native with the lip-ring projecting
straight forward and from the upper lip to the estent of about two
inches, with a portion of the lip encireling it, constiluting a most
hideous disfigurement.) The doctor then continued :—It is cxcessively
ugly ; but it is the fashion. I asked an old chief once—* What induces
the women to use such a thing as this 7’ “ Why, beauty, of course.
What sort of a creature would a woman be without it 7”7 And he
seemed highly diverted by the idea of a woman without a lip-ring.
When the muscles of the cheek become flaccid, you can see into the
mouth through the ring. I hope no one will introduce this custom in-
to this country ; Lut there is no saying what fashion will do- (Laugh-
ter.) 1sowmetimes wondered how the women managed to kiss with such
an ornament as this in front of their mouths (loud laughter) ; but I was
afraid to ask, lest the ladies should offer to let me try.  (Continued
laughter.)
13 »
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The general characteristic of the people is light-heartedness ; but
near the coast, where the slave-trade prevails, they are blood-thirsty.
We were fired upon on two occasions without provocation ; but
when you get away from the seaboard they are kindly and civil; and
contrasting them with the people I see here, I think the Africans much
more cheerful. If a party of them are at work, they are either laughing
or joking, or scolding, and the heavier the work the noisier they are.
This is much in their favour. Had any other race been subjected to
the sufferinga to which they have been subjected by the slave-trade,
they would have perished from off the face of the earth ; bat the African
has a light-heartedness which helps him up in the worst situations.
He has been called the irrepressible negro. Itis quite true. He is
irrepressible ; and in spite of the loss of life to which he i3 subjected in
the middle passage, he springs up in the New World aund forms the
great difficulty there. Some people talk of him as likely tb become
extinct if he is allowed to live in freedom ; but I do not see that there
is any probability in this assertion. If he has withstood all the de-
structive agencies involved in slavery and the slave trade, he will live on
in the presence of all his brethern.

The Africans have no caste. If you give one of them a piece of
bread, he immediately shares it with his companions. Their religion is
a very simple one. There is nothing of cruelty in it, nothing repulsive.
Dahomey is & mere fraction of the country. They all believe in a
Supreme Being, and that their souls, after their departure, continue to
live. They pray to the departed. A woman prays to her departed
mother, and a man to his departed father, and all their prayers are
directed to departed spirits. Some people have supposed that they
have no knowledge of the Supreme Being ; but from an intimate know-
ledge of them for many years, I can testify that they all have a know-
Tedge of the Supreme Being. It is never necessary to assert the exist-
ence of Deity. Their great fear is against being bewitched- Some
believe they would never die but for witches, and when a person is
accused of being a witch, they give her a medicine. If she vomits it she
is supposed to be guilty ; but if it has any otlier effect she is not. This
seems strange to us ; but looking at the practice of our forefathers by
which they tested a witch—if she floated she was guilty, and if she
punk she was innocent—it is not so strangc after all. So it is with
many nations in this world; we can scc their folly and they can
gsee ours-
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The most sensible people I ever met, who had a belief in this ordeal,
were the Batokas ; but they gave the medicine to a cock or a cat, and
according to its effect the judgment was pronounced. Thus, there was
no danger of & man or woman being poisoned by it, as the effect took
place merely on an animal. If we believe the Africans to be sasages
we shall be much mistaken. They are agricultural, and cultivate all
the sorts of grain you cultivate in the Dekhan, and I have seen many
plants the same as you sow, in the interior of Africa. They live clicfly
on those grains.

They cultivate cotton also, and excel the people of this country, inas-
much as they have introduced a new kind of cotton. They had the in-
digenous cotton of the country, much like the Indian short-stapled
cotton ; but they have introduced another kind which resembles Egyptiau.
We sent some to Manchester, and were told that it was better tlian the
common American. Then they have another long staple, but Low it
got there I do not know, for we found it in the middle of the country,
and none near the coast. It is known as the Pernambuco kind. We
found some fruit trees there too, wlich are only to be found in Cuba
and the other West Indies, besides those three kinds of cotton. Almost
every family has a patch of cotton, as our forefathers had of flax,
which they plant, and of which they make coarse cloth. Cotton is
found growing in all partsof the country. That improved cotton, which
is called foreign cotton, requires to be replanted every three ycars; and
when replanted they get the greatest yield from the young plants.

The Africans likewise engage in fishing, and make fishing nets all
over the country. They smelt iron, and make capital hoes, spears, and
knives, and in one part of the country they smelt copper ore from Ma-
lachite, and make copper ornaments.

They are more agriculturists than hunters, and they can scarcely be
called savages; but that which prevents them making any advances, is
the slave trade. This'it is which keeps them in the <tate in whick
they have been living for ages. The slave trade we found to be the
sourcc of a great sacrifice to human life. When I went to England iu
1857, from the Western coast to the Zambesi, and went down the:
river to the Eastern coast, I found that this coast was shut up by the
Portuguese; They have some forts on the Eastern cocst, and on ti..
strength of those forts they claim in LEurope the government of the
whole country. They claim 1,360 miles of coast, hut they pay the no
tives for all the land which they cultivate. They have been in- posses-
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sion of the fort of Mozambique, on a small island about ome mile long,
and a quarter of a mile broad, for 300 years; yet for the land which
they cultivate on the mainland the natives make them pay handsomely.
There is one hill in sight at Mozambique which the natives will not
allow the Portuguese to come near. In other places the natives make
the Portuguese pay a heavy rent for all which they occupy ; and yet
they speak of the whole land as their territory ! It is just the same as
if the people of the Dekhan made us pay a rent for the cultivation of
some of the land on the adjacent mainland.

The system of the Portuguese is to cut ont all foreign trade, and
the trade of the Eastern coast now consists of slaves and ivory; but
that in ivory is not large, whilst that in slaves is considerable. Large
numbers of slaves are aunuvually sent to Cuba, to the Red Sea, and to
the Persian Gulf, and at the time we were in the country, a large slave
trade was going on between the Eastern Coast and the Island of
Bourbon. The French sent ships, each with an officer on board, to see
that a fair engagement was made with the people ; but the Portuguese
being on the spot, they shipped off their slaves as free labourers. 1
have seen the Portuguese sending off their slaves in irons; and this
system has gone on until it has ruined the trade of the country. The
British Government sent us to go and try to cstablish legitimate trade
with the natives, and in going up the River Shire, the first time the
people saw us they thought we were Portuguese, and large numbers
ran along the shore, armed with bows and poisoned arrows, ready to
repel any aggression which we might make. We had to use the
greatest caution, and landed unarmed to cut wood ; and in three visits
we had completcly gained their confidence. On the second visit we
went to Lake Shirwa, and on the third, we went up to Lake Nyassa.
Lake Nyassa lies exactly north and south, and is very deep. We
found the people there all engaged in cultivating cotton; and cotton
being then exceedingly precious in England, we thought that by
inducing them to cultivate cotton and by buying their produce, we
might lead them to a better kind of employment of their energies
than by selling exch other. We were getting on as well as could
be expected; we Legan to purchase; and the natives, who are all
fond of trade, were willing to cultivate the soil and grow cotton ; ‘but
the Portuguese of the Zambesi sent agents across the country with
plenty of guns and ammunition, and by turning one tribe against
another, soon brought about wars and produced the utmost confusion
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in the country. The great instruments of the slave-traders’ power
there are guns and gunpowder ; for those tribes who have only bows
and arrows, cannot stand against those who®have guns. It usually
happens that one tribe is excited by men against another, so they buy
guns and ammaunition from the half caste slave traders, and soon are
able to capture slaves enough to pay for them. Thus the Vale of the
Shire, which was one of the finest valleys in Africa when I first saw it,
in two years was completely depopulated, and I never was so struck
with the atrocities of the slave trade before as in revisiting that vale.
About 1,900 slaves were recorded at the Custom House in Zanzibar
when Col. Rigby was there. These were all from the Shiré Vulley and
Lake Nyassa districts, and a great many others came from other parts
of the country. To put a stop to this odious traffic, I wished to get a
small steamer on Lake Nyassa, so that we could visit the people of the
Upper Shiré and enlist them in the cultivation of cotton instead of the
enslaving of people. They were very enger traders, and quite alive to
their own interests ; and would soon hare carried on a good trade had
they not been interfered with by the Portuguese agents. But those
people were now swept away, the further we went, the further did these
men-stealers, acting with the connivance of the Governor, follow us.
The labourers were carried away or left dead, and we had not the
means of carrying our vessel on to the lake.

The river Shiré, like most other rivers in Africa, has cataracts,
There are 35 miles of cataracts, and then 60 miles of river above them
and then you sail into the lake. It was no use attempting to go any
further in the accomplishment of my mission, so I acquainted the Go-
vernment that we were followed by the Portuguese slave-traders where-
ever we went, and that uuless a stop was put to this, we should do no
good. The expedition was withdrawn, and the vessel, which is made
to be carried in twenty-four pieces, and which would have done ad-
mirably on Lake Nyassa, is now lying in Bombay harbour. I still
regret that my efforts were not successful ; for with the stenmer I could
have done an amount of good which would have allowed me to lie down
and die in peace. (Applause.) But I don’t like to give it up ; for if I
had been in the habit of giving up when I met with difficulties, I
would never have had the honour of addressing you here. (Renewed
applause.)

In my new expedition I propose to go up the Rovuma or Lovuma
River. We went up for 150 miles in boats; but as it is not within the
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claims of the Portuguese, I am in hopes we may do our daty to the
people without being interfered with by them. T still think that if,
along with lawful comnlerce, Christian Missionaries were introduced,
it would be the beginning of the end of the slave trade.

I propose taking some buffaloes with me, as we have no draught
animals there, although we have abundance of wild ones. The first
time I went up the Shiré T counted 800 wild elephants; rhinoceroses
and hippopotamuses abound ; and once in going up the Rovama in a
heavy boat containing a ton of ebony and several men, a hippopotamus
tried to upset it, and when he could not do that, he tried to bite the
bottom of it, and gave it a punch which broke one of the planks, and
made us scuttle ashore as quickly as we could. The country abounds
with antelopes and rhinoceroses, and is probably the most singular
country in the world for large game. Many of you have read Gordon
Cumming’s account. Some things it would have been better not to
have said, for people doubt them because they have not been in the
country ; but as to the quantity of game he speaks of, I have lived in
a part of the country where he hunted, and I do not think he ex-
aggerates the account of their numbers at all. But it is decreasing,
owing to the mannerin which it is destroyed. I have tried to calculate
the number cf clephants destroyed, and I find from the quantity of
ivory brought into the market, thst at least 30,000 are killed every
year for the sake of their tusks. If this wholesale destruction is to be
allowed to go on, the supply of elephants will soon be permanently
diminished. Where I am going there is an abundance of game, and
the wild buffalo also abounds; and as this animal is not injured by the
tzetze, I wish to try the experiment whether the tame one will be in-
jured by the poison of that pest. If we succeed, we shall confer a
great benefit upon that country. (Applause.)

My great desire is to see if a settlement of some kind or other with
Christian missionaries end traders cannot be formed, as this experiment
has never been tried in this part of Africa before, and I have very con-
siderable hopes of its success. On the Western coast both traders and
missionaries have had success, and in Sierra Leone and elsewhere their
success has been very gratifying. The value of commerce sent out along
this coast amounts to about three millions sterling annually, and there
is more tonnage employed in carrying this commerce than ever the
slave trade employed even in its palmiest days. ‘The number of converts
is very considerable, but we must take something else than thesc as a



OFFICIAL, LITERARY, AND SCIENTIFIC. cii

measure of success. I visited Sierra Leone in 1858, and four years be-
fore that the native Christians belonging to the Church Missionary
Society had taken to themselves the entire chérge of the schools con-
nected with it, and saved the Society the cost of £300 per annum. This
shows a tolerable amount of success- It shows that when they contribute
80 handsomely to the spread of the same doctrines they may have been
taught, they must have profited largely by the teaching.

Ever since I was a boy, I have heard a great deal about the spread
of the Mahomedan faith, and have always been on the look out for in-
dications of it ; but I never have scen a tittle of evidence that the
Mahomedans of the Eastern Coast are anxious to propagate their faith-
I met two Arabs at Lake Nyassa, and they had been in the country for
fifteen years, yet had made no attempt to propagate their faith. On
the Western Coast, as far north as I have been, I never saw any Maho-
medans ready to progagate their faith. Sometimes they conquer
portions of the country, and avail themselves to a great extent of their
power to make the younger people Mahomedans, but the older people-
they never try to convert- As far as my experience goes, the desire to
propagate his faith is by no means strong on the part of the Mahome-
dan; the primitive zeal seems to have quite died out- Certainly this is
the case on the Eastern Const, and I do not think that Mahomedan zeal
or proselytism is 8o great in Africa as it has been represented to be.
The native Christians, on the contrary, desire to propagate their faith,
and I know that they contribute a large sum annually for this purpose.
Now, when they do make sacrifices of their property, it shows a desire to
propagate their faith ; and it has been very successfully propagated too ;
and I declare positively, that wherever Christianity has spread, men
have been made better. 1 hope that something will soon take place
which will attract attention, especially to the interior of intertropical
Africa—something which at present 1 cannot conceive; that it will
attract the attention of the people of Bombay more and more,™I
sincerely hope. It isa vast rich land. I cannot compare it with the
interior of this country, because I have never seen it ; but, being within
the tropics, all tropical productions grow there most luxuriantly. In
different parts native indigo grows wild ; and there are various seeds
which would be a profitable article of commerce.

Now, when I looked at slavery in America, that, to my mind, was
the most hopeless state of things for the African there ; for I never
could conceive how that large slave population should ever be made
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free ; yet it hns been brought about in our own day in a way that no
one could have possibly conceived. It is the most gigantic event which
has occured in our day. We are yet too close to it to appreciate its
immense importance. Here are 3,000,000 or 4,000,000 slaves, whose
masters determined to move heaven and earth to keep up slavery, and
unfortunately their ministers went to the length of finding slavery in
the Bible, and yet it has all gone away in spite of them. (Applause.)

I feel very warmly in the cause of missions and missionaries. 1 am
not associated with any missionary society now ; but when I see papers
written in a sort of scoffing manner because of the fewness of converts
which missionaries make, I think they are treated very unfairly. I
don’t think that the number of converts is any gauge of a missionary’s
usefulness. (Applause.) There is a great movement going on through
the world which must result in the benefit of man ; better principles are
working in the native mind like leaven ; it is not in individuals ouly ;
it is a movement which is affecting the mass of the population. Mis-
sionaries are performing a part, and that part cennot be measured.
They are not alone in the work. Judges in giving judgment, merchants
in just dealing, masters in more kindly and sympathetic treatment of
their servant, and in teaching them their duties; statesmen in devising
beneficial measures ; last, but not least, are railways. Railways are
doing a most important work in this country. Railway Companies I
loock upon as so many Missionary societies—they make people know
each other. (Applause.) A great deal of the mischief done in the
world is caused by people not understanding each other. For instance,
the Africaus believe that most of us are slave-dealers, and that most
of their people who are taken away are taken away to be fattened and
eaten. They suppose us to be cannibals, and we suppose them to be
savages ; yet when we got away from the influence of the slave trade,
we found the people to be very kindly and sympathetic. In cases of
death they showed a great deal of sympathy and a great deal of kind-
pess; and if they knew us a little better, I hope they would think a
great deal more of us. (Applause.)

I think most of you will understand the difficulty of getting a posi-
tion of the kind I have spoken of ; for missionary and trading life differ
materially from each other. The country is wide, and is nearly de-
pepulated. You may travel in some parts 100 miles and not meet with
a single human being, and in other places you mect a few scatterd
natives. In gencral civilized native chiefs are not opposed to white men
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living with them. Indeed each chief is rather anxious to get a white
man to live in his country, and to keep him to himself and get all the
good he can out of him. With the Arab tribes it is different. They
have no wish for strangers, and though they may in general treat them
well, they do not like white men to remain in their country.

Another of the objects I have in view in going to Africa again is,
that the Royal Geographical Society of London may have the water-
shed of this part of the country explored. In the hollow part of the
country there are several lakes whick have not yet been explored ;
among them is Lake Bemba, from which flows the river Loapula,
which forms a second and a third lake, which are not of much extent,
(The doctor here referred to the map of Africa suspended behind him,
snd pointed out the localities of the lakes in question, and continued
by saying)—Captain Speke went to nearly the northern end of one of
these lakes in a canoe, and was told that there a river was flowing into
it instead of flowing ont of it. It is not quite certain which way it
flows. Baker believes his lake to be a large one of 250 miles long, like
Nyassa. The lake which Speke discovered flows into Baker's Lake,
and that flows into the Nile, so that Baker’s and Speke’s and Grant’s
lakes complete the discovery so far as is at present known of the source
of the Nile, No doubt Speke pointed out the country in which the true
sources of the Nile exist, and it is probable that other waters be found
to flow into Baker’s Lake ; if so, these will be new sources, and Lake
Bemba may be a source of the Nile besides. This is one of the objects
which induces me to go to the Rovuma ; to pass Lake Nyassa, and on
past to Lake Tanganyika ; and go on past Tanganyika to a part of the
country which exists in a portion of the map which is an entire blank.
This I propose; but I don’t know anything of the people, or the
difficulties in the way ; but if I live to come back, I hope to be able to
tell you better about it. (Loud and prolonged applause.)

Dr. Wilson then submitted the following motion in behalf of the
Society :—

“That the warmest thanks of the Society be presented to Dr.
Livingstone for the able, interesting, and instructive lecture delivered
by him on this occasion ; and that iu token of their deep-felt sympathy
with him in his great enterprize, they resolve to commence a subscrip-
tion (to be open to the public of Bombay, in aid of the expedition which
he at present contemplates.”’ In supporting thig motion, Dr, Wilson,

) 6 11r



cvi ABSTRACT OF THE EOCIETY S PROCEEDINGS,

adverted to the interest which the lecture had doubtless excited in be-
half of both the country and the inhabitants of Africa. All things
considered, the people of Africa were really a promising and amiable,
though grievously-abused and ill-treated race. Their peeuliarities,
though very striking, were not inconsistent with their claim to recog-
nition as an important portion of the human family. The slave-trade
had been their curse ; and melancholy it was to learu from Dr. Living-
stone, that the cause of this nefarious traffic still continued to a large
extent on their eastern coast. It was certainly to the reproach of the
Christian name that Portugal, which lLad had the honour of dis-
covering the passage by the Cape of Good Hope and founding the
European power in the East, had so long overlooked, or failed to repress,
the atrocities practised in this matter by its sons and their descendants
in Africa. It was some consolation to know that its home government
durst not expiess its sympathy with the foul deeds of the descendants of
its colonists abroad. Another powerwas also implicated in the slave trade.
It was that of the Arabs on the East coast of Africa, the benevolent and
intelligent head of whom had been received with so much honour and
satisfaction in this hall last evening. They had immunity by treaty
from the search of their vessels by British men-of-war between certain
latitudes and longitudes ; but how soon they may be led themselves to
abandon this undesirable immunity caonot be declared. Providence
was at present manifestly interfering in behalf of the African race; and
before its omnipotence all difficulties must disappear. The image of
Hope, crowned and irradiated with the glorious bow of promise, was
rising on the horizon, and told all of bright days yet and speedily to
eome.

Hope ! when I mourn, with sympathizing mind,

The wrongs of fate, the woes of human kind,

Thy blissful omens bid my spirit see

The boundless fields of rapture yet to be.—
Yes! boundless fields of rapture—in which the mountain of the house
of the Lord shall be exalted about the hills, and all the nations of the
earth shall be seen flowing into it, with swarthy Ethiopia in the train
stretching forth her unmanacled hands unto Goéd. (Loud cheers.)
With regard to the second part of the motion, he felt that little need
be said. Bombay, the great commercial capital of the Indian Ocean,
eould not be indifferent about what is transacted in the continent
bounding that ocean to the west. The present great assembly bore
witness to the interest felt in the great hero of discovery and pioneer
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of civilization in that promising region of the world ; and that interest
would not be allowed to pass away in mere words and plaudits. For
Dr. Livingstone himself nothing was desired: but there was still a
margin left for contributions to his expedition. Though the British Go-
vernment and the Royal Geographical Society had each contributed
five hundred pounds to the advaneement of its objects, was it too
much to expect another thousand pounds from Bombay, so much
interested in the extension of commercial transactions on the East
Afvican shores? The great increase of trade at the island of Zanzibar
alone within these few years had this morning been strikingly set forth
in one of the Bombay daily papers; and more may be expected when
the interior of the continent opposite to it has that safe communication
with the coast which Dr. Livingstone is so ably and judiciously seeking
to encourage. The merchants of Bombay must be among the first to
acknowledge his philanthropic researches and arrangements. The na-
tive gentlemen of this city have a case before them which they will
view with their usual benevolence and beneficence. The zealous and
considerate Secretary of the Society, Dr. Birdwood, had his subscription
papers ready, and their inviting pages would not be left unfilled.

This motion having been cordially seconded by Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy, Bart., was carried with loud acclamations.

Mr. Justice Tucker rose and said—

“ Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 feel assured that I am giving utterance
to the wishes of each and all of you when I express to Dr. Livingstone,
in the name not only of the members of the Bombay Branch of the
Royal Asiatic Society, but of every other person who is here present,
our warm thanks for the graphic, lucid, and amusing account of the
great continent of Afriea with which he has favoured us. Having had
the privilege of being a companion of Dr. Livingstone in his recent
voyage from Europe, the facts which he has disclosed were not entirely
povel to me, but I feel certain that most of you must have been
surprised to find how incorrect have been your previously conceived
notions with respect to the fourth quarter of the globe ; notions which
have been formed in eonformity with the traditional errors which have
been so long prevalent on the subject. If we may trust the accaracy
of Dr. Livingstone’s description, and on this point I think therc can be
no doubt, it would seem that the much-abused descendants of Ilam
very closely resemble the rest of the human species who have settled
in other parts of the world, and that, for the most part, the odium and
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depreciation to which they have been unsparingly subjected by their
more fortunate brethren have been undeserved. The chief distinction
between the African and the men of Europe, Asia, and America, would
seem to be, that he is not so easily led by the nose, and it is also clear
that his wives and daughters are as skilful as their fairer sisters in more
civilized countries, in disfiguring their loveliness and disguising their
natural charms by the adoption of ridiculous and (I hope T shall be
pardoned the expression) ugly fashions. I regret much that official
duty should have prevented His Excellency the Governor from being
present on this occusion, as he would then have performed with far
greater effect than Iican, the task which has so unexpectedly devolved
upon me. I trust, however, that my friend Dr. Livingstone will not
consider this expression of our admiration and gratitude as less valuable,
because it has unfortunately been conveyed to him by a weak and
unworthy mouthpiece. I speak for all when I say we wish Dr. Living-
stone “ God speed”’ in the gigantic task which he has set for himself.
What can be nobler than to bring whole families of nations who are
yet in darkness within the pale of illumination? What instruments are
more likely to be successful than those Titanic levers which he proposes
to employ, namely Commerce and Education? For myself, I have no
doubt of his ultimate success, and that the seed which he has already
scattered broadeast, and may still sow, will germinate and eventually
prodsnce an abundant crop. It may be that his life may not be spared
to witness the harvest, but others will reap what he has sown, and all
mankind hereafter will bless the first great labourer in this prolific
vineyard- I was not aware, till I came here this afternoon, that funds
were needed for the expedition. I would, however, urge upon you all
to give in accordance with your means, and with no unsparing hand.
What grander project can there be than to dry up slavery at its fountain
head, or to unite two such continents as Hindustan and Africa, in
the close bonds of trade and of brotherly friendship? I could speak at
much greater length on the subject, but the hour has become so late
that I will no longer tax your patience. (Applause.)

The Honorable George Foggo,—1I cordially second the motion of the
Hon. Mr. Tucker. I heartily hope Dr. Livingstone may live to return
from the mission, the arduous mission, he has undertaken, and to return
by way of Bombay ; and I am sure all the ladies will ask him to try.

This motion was also put by the Honorary DPresident, and carried
with applause.
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Dr. Livingstone briefly acknowledged the compliment, when the
proceedings terminated. The assembly on rising gave Dr. Livingstone
repeated rounds of cheering.

Previously to departing, several gentlemen entered their names on
the subscription list to the amount of Ras. 3,600.

Anniversary Meeting, Monday, November 27th. 1865. The IHonorary
Secretary, at the request of the Honorable the President, then read the
Annual Report of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Societ
for the year 1864-65. :

GENTLEMEN,—Members.—During the past year 62 resident and 4
non-resident members were elected, against 52 resident and 3 non-resi-
dent elected in 1863-64. Four members died in the past year, leaving
168 resident and 23 non-resident, or in all 263 members on the Society’s
roll. Of these 63 are in England or non-paying. On the last anni-
versary, we had 198 members on the roll, of whom 33 were in England.
We have therefore to-day 35 more paying members than on the
corresponding day last year.

Library.—During the year 541 works in 862 volumes, not counting
Periodicals, were bought by the Society, against 681 works in 1,408
volumes bought in 1863-64. But deducting from the number of works
bought in 1853-64, the works on Oriental Literature and Natural His-
tory bought with the money given by Cowasjee Jehangeer Readymoney,
Esq., and the late Honorable Jagonnathjee Sunkersett, 71 works more
were bought in the year under report thaa in 1563-61.

Periodicals.—The Periodicals taken in by the Socicty are as fol-
lows :—Literary b, Illustrated 4, Scientific 33, Reviews 7, Newspapers
9, Medical 1, Law 2, Registers and Army Lists 8, French 9, derican
5, German 4, Indian Newspapers 14, Indian Calendars and Army Lists
5, Indian Journals and Reviews 13, Batavian 3, being a total of 92
Scientific and Literary Periodicals, and 30 Newspapers, or altogether
122 Periodicals, of which 32 are given in return for the Society’s
Journal. Back numbers also of many Periodicals were bought,
amounting in some cases to more than 30 volumes.

Presents to the Library.—53 Miscellaneous works in 121 volumes,
and 16 Pamphlets were presented to the Society during the year, and
chiefly by the Governments of Bombay, Bengal, Madras, and India.

26



cx

ABSTRACT OF THE SOCIETY’S PROCEEDINGS,

Tabular statement.—The following table shows the pumber of works
added to the Library during the year, exclusive of Periodicals and
Presentations :—

Class. Subjects. Works. | Vols.
L. Theology and Ecclesiastical Hlstory 40 62
II. Natural Theology, Metaphysncs, &e.. 11 15
III. Logic, Rhetoric, &ec. . o ean 5 6
IV. Classics, Translations, &c. et e 2 4
V. Philology, Literary Iistory, &c. ........ 12 19
VI. Iistory, Historical Memoirs, &c. . 29 43
VIIL. Politics, Political Economy, &e.. 18 22
VIII. Jurisprudence....... Cer aeeneen 6 7
IX. Parliamentary Papers, ‘&e.. Cheieee 41 42
X. Biography and Personal Narratives ... 36 49
XI. Antiquities, Numismatics, &c. ........... 4 4
XII. YVoyages, Travels, &c.. .. 76 | 101
XIII. | English Poetry and Dramatic Works, . 13 21
XIV. Novels, Romances, and Tales. . 56 127
XV. Miscellaneous Works, &c. 42 59
XVI. Foreign Literature ......... 8 10
XVII. | Natoral Philosophy, ‘&e.. N 4 4
XVIII. | The Fine Arts and Archltecture 12 14
XIX. The Science of War, &c. et 11 11
XX. Natural History, &ec. .............. 32 53
XXI. Botany, Agriculture, &c. ........ 11 13
XXII. | Medicine, Surgery, &c- ...o.0veve.. o 9 13
XXIII. | Physiology, Dietetics, &c. ............ . ..
XXIV. | Transactions of Learned Societies .. .. 38 94
XXV. Dictionaries, Lexicons, &c... . 7 10
XXVI. | Oricntal Literature .........c..co.s. 18 24

Total of works and volumes ....| 541 | 832

Library Catalogue.—An alphabetical catalogue of all the works
received in 1863-64 has just been printed and issued to the members.
A classified catalogue of the books received during the same period
will be issued within this week. The MSS. of both alphabetical and
classified catalogues of the works received during the past year are laid
upon the table, and will be printed and issued within three months.

Benefuction to the Library.—Mr. Premchund Roychund, on the 9th
of February last, wrote to the Honorary Secretary to fit up the room
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resumed by us last year from the Geographical Society with book cases
on the conditions of its being given up to the classes of Oriental Li-
terature and Antiquities, and named after our late President, Mr.
William Edward Frere ; and Mr. Premchund Roychand sent Rupees
10,000, the estimated cost of the cases, with his letter. The best
thanks of the Society were voted to him for his liberal and well-con-
sidered benefaction, the corditions of which were accepted both by the
Sqciety and by Mr. Frere. The room is now completed with the new
cases in which the works on Oriental Literature and Antiquitics have
been placed. It forms a handsome and most substantial addition to
the Society’s. Library. The addition of this accommodation to the
Library has enabled the Socie‘ty,to give up a separate room each to
the following subjects : — (1) Oriental Literature and Antiquities; (2)
Travels ; (3) and Natural Ilistory. The room of Travels contains about
3,000 volumes, and the completeness of this class has always been
remarked by distinguished visitors to the Library. The Natural
History collection also is almost perfect.

Museum.—Coins were presented to the Museum during the year by
the Honorable W. E. Frere, Robert McIlwraith, Esq., T. H. Stewart,
Esq., C.8., Col- R. L. Playfair, Zanzibar, and by the Royal University
of Christiania ; and Geological specimens by T. B. Johustone, Esq.,
M.D., B. M,, Staff, and A. Rogers, Esq., C.S., Mr. Frere also presented
a general collection of War implements used by the tribes of the Caffre
coast.

Original Communication.—Two original communications were read
before the Society during the year, and the one by Rao Saheb Visava-
nath Narayan Mandlik was of great value and interest.

Dr. Livingstone’s Lecture—On the 12th of last month Dr. Living-
stone, under the auspices of this Society, gave a lecture in the Town
Hall on his African travels before the people of Bombay. Dr. Living-
stone was received with the greatest enthusiasm, and the Society has
collected Rupees 7,000 towards the new enterprise on which his steps
are bent. '

Journal.—Three numbers of the Society’s Journal are now, from
unavoidable causes, overdue.

Extraordinary Meeting of the Society.—An extraordinary meeting
of the Society was held on the 17th of March last, to present an address
to the Honorable W. E. Frere, on resiguing the Presidentship of the
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Society (which he had held for 10 years) in consequeace of his leaving
the country. A subscription was also opened for his bust by the
Sculptor Woolner.

Obituary.—On 31st July 18G5 died the IIonorable Jugonnathjee
Sunkersett, for 20 years a respected member of this Society and a
liberal benefactor of its Library, and who, by a long life of laborious
activity and distingnished public usefulness, made himself an honour to
Bombay. On 31st of August following, died the Honorable Mr. Justice
Forbes, one of our Vice-Presidents, and the Society, in placing on record
the expression of their sorrow for his untimely loss, added their
testimony to bis eminent abilities, varied accomplishments, and grace
of manner ; to his important services on the illustration of the literature
and antiquities of Guzerat, and to his high character and exemplary
life, which reflected honour on the British Government in India, and
won the affection of all classes of the natives with whom he held public
or social intercourse.

Finance.—The financial state of the Society is satisfactory, there
being a balance on hand at this date of Rs. 6,890, exclusive of the
sams raised in aid of the Livingstone enterprise and Mr. Frere's bust.
The classes of Fine Arts and War are very defective, and those of
Classics and History are in great need of selected addition.

The Rev. John Wilson, D.D., Honorary President, seconded by
Dossabhoy Framjee Cama, Esq., then moved :—** That the Report now
read be adopted, and that the best thanks of the Society be given to
the office-bearers for their zealous, able, and effective services during
the past year.” The motion was carried by acclamation.

In proposing this motion, Dr. Wilson briefly commented on the
prosperous state of the Society in the matter of its membership, its
funds, and its library and museum. The books purchased by, and
presented to, the Society, during the pust year, formed an important
addition to the large collection of works, especially of those of a stand-
ard character, being made in this large and rapidly growing city.
They had been wiscly selected, in accordance with the expressed views
of the Committee, and embraced every department of modern and
aucient literature. Some of them had been ordered on the recommen-
dation of individual members of the Society, who werc always en-
couraged to eater the titles of desiderated publications in the order book
lying on the table. The endeavours made by the learned and ingenious
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Secretary, for the re-arrangement of certain classes of the volumes
belonging to the Society, were of a praiseworthy character, and very
convenient it would now be for the student and the inquirer to find all
the voyages and travels collected into an apartment devoted to
themselves ; the Oriental works, of all classes, brought into 8 second
apartment ; the Natural History works into a third, and so on. These
changes had not been effected by the Secretary without much labour,
for which they stood to him highly indebted. Higher obligations than
these they were under to Dr. Birdwood in connexion with the Library
and Museum, for which he had not only provided new shelves, but
procured the means of filling them. It was well known that he was
the confidential adviser of the liberal Native friends of the Society,
whose large benefactions they had of late years been called upon so
warmly to acknowledge. Ia alluding to these liberal friends, he (Dr.
W.) could not but express the wish that the contribution to the
courageous and promising expedition of Dr. Livingstone should not
fall short of the sum of ten thousand rupees, named at the great meeting
in the Town Hall. While the general funds of the Society had so
much increased of late years, it was also confidently hoped that they
would not be long left unemployed. The Government donation of
three hundred rupces a month could not be better used, in the first
instance at least, than in collecting and publishing the documenta of
Maratha History. Grant Duff’s History was invaluable as a composi-
tion ; but its references to indisputable authorities were often very
indistinet and imperfect. Let the Poona Dufter be re-examined for
historical purposes ; let the family chronicles and correspondence of the
Maratha Chiefs, including the interesting biography of Nana Fadnavis,
be procured and printed ; and let an intelligent judgment of the
broadest character be formed of the Maratha movements, which extend-
ed from Bombay to Bengal, and from Delhi to Cape Comorin. The
escellent patron of the Society, Sir Bartle Frere, was much interested
in the advancement of a literary enterprise of this character, and had
prepared the way for it by privately advising the Maratha Sirdars to
collect and combine tlie annals of their own families.

In conformity with the Society’s Rules, Article X., the meeting then
proceeded to the election of members of the committee of management
for the year 1865-60, and the following is the list of office-bearers elected
for the year 1865-66 :—

President—The Hon. Mr. Justice Newton, C.S; FPice-Presidents—
15~
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M. Stovell, Esq., M.D.; Bhau Daji, Esq, Honorary Member R.A.S. ;
the Hon. C. J. Erskine, C.S. ; the Hon. Mr. Justice Tucker, C.S.;
Members—The Hon. George Foggo ; Cowasjee Jehangier Ready-
money, Esq., Dhunjeebhoy Framjee, Esq., ; James Taylor, Esq.;
M. Kane, Esq., M.D., M.A. ; George Biihler, Esq., Ph.D. ; Rao Saheb
Vishvanath Narayan Mandlik ; Colonel J. A. Ballard, C.B.; T. W.
Ward, Esq., F.R.C.S.; R. 8. Sinclair, Esq., LL.D.; Auditora—James
Taylor, Esq., Venayekrdo Jaggonnathjee Sunkersett, Esq., and G. C. M.
Birdwood Esq., M.D., Honorary Secretary.

The Newspapers and Periodicals proposed to be added were then
voted one by one, and the following were sanctioned to be taken by the
Society :—

1. Punch in India. - 2. Fortnightly Review, from the commence-
ment. 3. Pall Mall Gazette. 4. London Directory. 5. Clergy
List. 6. Medical List. 7. Bengal Army List. 8. Bombay Builder.
9. Bombay Daily Post. 10. Weekly Reporter. 11. Law List.
12. Journal of the Statistical Society of London (published quarterly),
from the commencement. 13. Notes and Queries (published monthly).
14. British Quarterly Review.

The Honorary Secretary read the following correspondence :—

Asiatic Society’s Rooms, Town Hall, November 20tk 1865.
To Dr. Davip LIVINGSTONE.

Sir,—1I have the honour to enclose you a cheque for Rupees (6,450)
six thousand four hundred and fifty, on the Bank of Bombay, being
the amount received by this Society up to date in aid of your projected
expedition into Africa, and to beg your orders as to the disposal of any
further sams which may be raised here.

This Society esteems it a most honourable privilege to have been
permitted to aid you, even in this most humble way, in your daring
‘adventure, in which it devoutly wishes you God-speed.

I have, &c.,
GeorGE BirDWooD.

Malabar I1ill, 22nd November 1865.
To Geo. Birbwoop, M.D., Edinb.,
Hounorary Secretary, Bombay Asiatic Society.
Sir,—1I beg leave most heartily to acknowledge the receipt of your
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cheque for Rs. (6,450) six thousand four hundred and fifty, being the
amount received by the Asiatic Society in aid of my projected expedi-
tion into Africa, and I take the liberty respectfully to offer my warmest
thanks to the contributors for this very generous and substantial proof
of their interest in the enterprise.

The objects I have in view are partly geographical, and partly the
opening of East Africa to the influences of Christian civilization, and as
exploration must be attended to first, some little time will elapse ere we
can be prepared to enter upon the other more important duty. It
appears to me that when I may be able to point out a comparatively
healthy locality, if those of the subscribers who are mercantile men could
be induced to undertake the commercial part of the project, and with this
money and any other that may be forthcoming, make a systematic effort
to establish Jawful trade, much more favourable resnlts might be aatici-
pated than if it were in my hands. I do not possess the mercantile
faculty, but in the hope that the Bombay merchants will yet come fur-
ward and re-establish that commerce with the neighbouring continent,
which seems to have flourished in the remotest times, I shall deposit
the above amount wth Messrs. Ritchie, Steuart, & Co., and trust to their
public spirit to take it up.

Several of my friends kindly intended their contributions simply as
assistance to me in the trials and difficulties I expect to encounter, but
their kindness has in many other ways lessened my expenses during my
unexpected delay here, and Iis Excellency the Governor and the Bom-
bay Government have so smoothed my way, and afforded such valuable
assistance, that I am in hopes of accomplishing the geographical objects
of my journey without drawing any part of the sum in question. Hav-
ing been a witness of the depopulation and disorganizations which have
resulted from the slave trade, I am thoroughly convinced that if the Bom-
bay merchants should 8ucceed in supplanting it with lawful commeree
they will perform a most acceptable service to merchants and to their
fellow-men.

Iam, &ec.,

Davip LivINGSTONE.

Dr. Birdwood said that he had written to Dr. Livingstone to say that
the Bombaey subscription to his enterprise was absclutely at his own
disposal, and that he had read this correspondence merely to inform



cxvi ABSTRACT OF THE SOCIETY'S PROCEEDINGS, &cC.

the public that the fund had been disposed of according to the resolu-
tion on which it was subscribed.

At the conclusion of the proceedings, the best thanks of the Society
were voted to the Honorable the President for conducting the business
of the Anniversary Meeting, and the meeting was then adjourned to
Thursday, the 14th instant,
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Wadia, Esq-
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Govind Balkrishna, Esq.
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Surgeon-Major F. Brough-
ton, F.R.C.8.

Destonjee Dadabhoy Wadia,
Esq.
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