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GOTRA AND PRAVARA IN VEDIC LITEHATURE • 

BY P. v. KANE 

A comprehensive history of gofra nnd pravara has yet to be 
written. Tho mass of material on this subject to be digested and 
reduced to order is so vnst and bewildering that the learned author 
of the Pro.vara-manjari (p. 72, ed. by Chensalrao) remarks in despair 
'Here, in the parts of siitrns that have been quoted there is a great 
divergence in the order of the texts of the several siitrakiims, this 
being specially so in the text of the Asvaliiy11nnsr1trn. Thus, 
though divergence is th us clearly established yet following the 
order of the text of the majority of writers such ns Baudbii.yana, 
.Apastnmba, Kiityii.yana we shall declare the rules about marrio.ge 
or no marriage' 1 and again (p. 134:) ' Here in this section '?Il the 
pravarn, miinava, the opinions of the siitrakiiras nppear to be 
extremely incompre~ensiblc owing to inconsistencies in the 

•This pap'Cr was reo.<l o.t the ith Oriental Conference held in Ilaroda 
in December 1933. Only o. summnry will be publislrnd in tllCl l'rocccdinge 
of tho Conforonco. 

1 ar.m:1~ ~o;fqil~ fl"1'U<i 011 %!1lf1Sl""l«!i81 1J'Uiffeff fcr~'1H!llT~~
~qf?; I · · · °C!'<i" 1j~ ful ~fit ~ITT~li!firi(r<ti' ~ 'llOili~~~ 
f<i'l1ii1l<t"11i[T ~Ill: I 



2 P. V. l1'a11e 

earlier and later portions (of the same author) nnd the mutual 
contradictions of the nuthoni.' 1 

Got·rn entered into numcrouf'. thiily pract.iccs of the ancient 
.Aryu1rn in India nnd it was of supreme importance in several funda
mental matters. Only a few exnmples of both kinds may be 
stated here from the su tra Ii teraturP- alone. 

(I) In marriage t,Jic brillc :uul bridegroom ha<l to be of 
different. gotrn:s. Vidc Gobl1iln-gr UL.4. 3-5, Hira1)Yakc8i-gr 
I. l!l.2, Ap. Dh. S. II.5.11.15. In offering Uijns into fire at the 
time of marriage, gotm mulle a difference ; two offerings were 
to he made by nil except Jii.madagnyas, who hac] to make 
three; ·vidt! 1\8. Gr. S. 1.7.8. According to Gobhila-gr 
II.3.13 the bride ufter being shown the pole-star was to how to 
her gum (husband acc. to the com.) after repeating her gotrn. 

(2) In inheritance, the wealth of one dying without issue 
went to men of his own gotra, as said in Gautama Dh. S. 28.19. 

(3) In sriiddha the briihmai:ias to be invited should not 
belong us far as possible to the same gotrn as that of the person 
invit.ing; i:ir/e Ap. Dh. S. II.7.17.4, Gautama Dh. S. 15.20, 
Vaikhanasa-smf\rtasfltra ,1.3. 

( 4) In J!iirm{la stl1<'ilipiiht and other pukayaj ifas, all 
were to cut off obfo.tions from the micl<lle and t.he fore half of 
the l1a·vis, but for Jiimadagnyus (who arc paficCi:l'at!ins) 
they were to be cut. off from the middle, the fore part and the 
hind part. Vi(fo As. Gr. S. I. 10. 18-19. The same holds 
good as to srnnta rites also; 1Ji.de 1\liinavusmuta 1.3.2.5. 

(5) In the two r'ijyublulgas clarified ghee was t-0 be taken 
four times for all, but five times for Bh rgus; 1Jidc Khiidiragrhyo. 
11.1.17, Gobhila-Gr. 1.8.4. 

(6) In offering water to a pref.ti (person recently dead) 
his gotrn and name were t-0 be repeated (As. Gr. 4.4.10). 

(7) In the caula (tonsure) ceremony of a boy tufts of 
hair were to be left in nccorclance with the particular gotra. 
and the immemorial practice of the family (of the boy's father); 
vide Khiidira-gr. Il.3.30 ' yathii-gotrn.-kulnkalpam'. 

1 a{o;fft 'llil~ llCIVfil~~ ll:r<!iRTUTT~~~I: ~q~fri{J'cflfl'_ ~)'of1~'9T
ClRl~pfitM'T ~CfT9'l1j;ij I 



Gotra and Pravara in Vedic Litcralute 3 

The above examples will make it cl~nr that the system of got1 J. 

was closely intertwined with numerous rites in the family. This 
presupposes thnt it must have been a growth of ages. The general 
conception is thnt it denotes descendants who truce descent in an 
unbroken male line from a common ancestor. The Baudhii.yana
srauta (Prnvarii.dhyii.ya, B.I. edition, vol. III, p. 467) says ' the 
seven sages arc Visv:imitra, Jamadagui, Bhara<lvii.ja, Gautama, 
Atri, Vasi~tha and Kasyapa; the issue of these seven sages together 
with Agastya as the eighth constitute gotra.' 1 The s::une work says 
in the same place that there are thousands, ten thousands and 
arbwfos (crores) of gotras, but the prai:aras of these gotras are 
only 49. The Pr:wuramanjari (Chensalrao, p. 2) has a verse 
which says that the gotras number three crores and therefore it is 
most difficult to comprcliend them. The view put forward by the 
Baudh:iyana-srauta-sutrn th11t the most ancient gotras are only 
eight and that the descendants or issue of t.hcse eight sages 
constitute gotra was well-known to Pntanjali. Patanjnli also 
mentions that there were 88,000 sages.:! The Apastamba Dh. 
S. (II. 9. 23.3-4) quotes two verses from a Purii~a, wherein the 
fate of 88,000 sages who desired offspring and 88,000 sages who 
did not desire offspring is referred to. Piil).ini defines gotra in a 
more restricted way for grammatical purposes as 'apatyam pautra
prablq-ti gotrnm ' (IV. I. 162). But even Piil).ini employs the 
word gotra in this restricted sense only in apalyiirlhikara, hut 
elsewhere he uses the word gotra in the populnr sense as com
prehending all the descendants of a common ancestor. Vide 
Kiisikii on Piil).ini IV. 2.39 and IV. 3.80. The l\fahiibhii.rata 
S:i.ntiparva (chap. 297 verses 17-18, Bombay ed.) says rather 
abruptly that there were only four original gotras, 1;iz., Angiras, 
Kasyapa, Vasil?tha ancl Bh rgu. This dictum of the great epic 
has probably no solid ancient tradition behind it and seems to me 
to he a later imaginative guess. The 1\Iatsya, Agni and other 
Purii.J).aS give elaborate and conflicting accounts about gotras and 

1 Rl\llf;riy ;;ii:;c::fam:mi:t.j' ~ : I ~i::ig : 'fjlq'q .:?.ii'\ ~l'if '!fi'P-1' : II 

~ BH!il"f(t{Tl~l:f~ l:l"Wir rufr~;;l:fij I 
2 arca-1~1! : ~JQl!l'dr 3i'1f ~~IUJT if~~Cf-i[ll~rl{ll!?i~~jif : ~IS 

+-"9,'l'lrl': I ~ ~q~ <:flfof rftmlUr ~ l'ffiff!f<ll: I' [iNP:ll~ ed. by Kiel
horn, vol. II, p. 233 on 'ii't:tlifl:f91~' Gt. IV. 1. 79.j 



4 P. V. Hane 

1n:avarns. Therefore it is necessary to go far behind the 
siitrns and the puriiJ?.aS in order to undersW.nd the origin and 
development of the system of gotm and pravara and to make a 
detailer! study of ve<lic literature. In the following pages an 
bumble attempt is made in that direction. 

First I shall take the word gotra for trc:ttment. 

In the J;tgvecla the word gotra occurs several times. But in 
most cases, if not in all, where it is employed, it appears to be usccl 
in a totally different sense from the present sense of the word 
gotra. In a few verses the ""or<l gotra means • cowstall ' or 'herd 
of cows.' :i;tg. Uil.3 'thou hast disclosed the cowsta.11 to the 
Angirases and thou that findest (all) ways (discovered a way) for 
Atri (confined) in n. hundred doors'; 1 l,{g. III. 39.4 •the glorious 
Indra, endowed with marvellous power, laid bare for these 
(Angirnses) the cowstall that had been strongly guarded'; 2 ~lg. 

X. 120.8 ' he (Indra) rules over the great self-luminous herd of 
cattle and threw open 1111 the doors.' 3 l'itle n,lso ~g. II.17.1; 
III. 30.21 ; III. 43.7 ; IX. 86.23; X. 48.2. In n,ll these the word 
gotra has almost the some sense as 9o~p1a or vmj(t both of which 
occur in the l,{gveda (VI. 28.1 and X. 97 .8 have go~tha and IV. 20.8, 
VI. 73.3 and VII. 27.l have vmja). By tL natural metaphor gotm 
came to mean a cloud (in which waters are pent up as in a cowpcn) 
or cloud demon nnd n.lso a mountain range or peak which conceals 
wn.ter-yiekling clouds. ];lg. II. 23.3 '0 Brhaspati, (thou mountest 
the car) that is terrible, that subdues foes, that kills demons, that. 
pierces the clouds nnd finds light';~ J;lg. IV. lG.8 'when praised 
by the Angirascs, thou, a lender, lnyst open for us plentiful \Vealth 
after shattering the cows.' :i:tg. X. 103.7 (=Tai. S. IV. 6.4.2, 
Atbarva V. 2.8 and Viij. S. 17.39) 'the warrior Indra, who plunges 
with might towards the clouds, merciless and with a hunclml 
fories.' Viele a1so ~g. VI. 17 .2 ; X. 103.6. In some of these verses 
it is possible to take gotra in the Hense of fort. It is <liilicult to 
s11.y what gotrn rnenns in J;lg. VIII. G3.5 'the singers have quickly 

I ~ ilr'1m~~qts11ut1,tniffi~ ~~~ l'l!ID~ l ~. J. 51.3 
2 ~·~ 1:!'1!1 ~iim itl~'lf<lliil:°'f:nfr:ir Bl;lif a.~'C.!, I 'Ir. 111.30·4 

:t irot mo;r~<I e;yqfu mr~ ~'JU fcl'SIJI a,rifl~ ffi: I !Ir. X. 120'8 

~ ~~m ifl1Pfl~;:f ,;eftgnf miR ~'\I 'ft. II 23.3 
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praised t.hee, 0 Indra, for the gift of gotm' 1 (which Siiyai:ia renders 
as 'dhana' here}. In some cases gotra simply means' assemblage ' 
(srunuha); ~g. II. 23.18 'for thy glory, Oh Angiras (Brhaspati 
here) the mountain split itself when thou laidcst bare the herd of 
kine' ; 2 \lg. VI. 65.5 ' Oh Dawn, that liugerest on the mountains, 
the Angirases do declare that the herds of kine arc thine.' 3 

From this last sense of' an assemblage or group ' the transit.ion 
to the meaning of ' a group of persons ' is both easy and quick. 
Though there is no positive use of the word gotra in the J;tgvccla 
in the sense of' descendants of n conunon ancestor,' it will be plain 
from the remarks to be made later on that the conception under
lying the idea of gotra was quite familinr even in the age of the 
~lgveda. There arc other wonls in the J;lgveda which arc uscJ in 
two senses, e.g., the word ' Yuga' (which means a yoke in ~g. 

X. 101.:l, and 'n long period of time' in \lg. I. 1!)2. 11; I. 158.6, VII. 
9.4 ; III. 2G.3 ; X. 94.2 and other places). The argument from 
silence cannot reasonably be pushed so for as to assert that the 
word golra had not come to mean in the \lgvcdic age 'a group of 
men.' 

In the At.hnrva-vcda V. 21.3 we read ' made of forest tree, 
brought together with ruddy kine, belonging to all the families, 
speak t.hou alarm for our enemies, being smeared with sacrificial 
butter' 4 (\Vhihrny). Here clearly the word 'gotra' which is seen 
in the form ' \'isvagotryal.i ' means 'a grcup of men connected 
together' (by blood). In the Kausika-Riitra (1 V. 2) while describ
ing Dania-Pnnri:iarniisa a Vedic mantra is quoted 'Olt Soma, do 
thou who art cli\rine antl superviscst men, sl1ow to us easy paths, 
mayst thou lead towards us ns towards wise men orn· gutrn. ; thou 
sendest. towards us speech that is fond of us.' Herc gotra seems 
beyond doubt to mean 'a group of pcraons.' 

In the Taittiriya-Samhitii. several passages show that, descend
ants of great sages like Vasi~tha were called al'ter the name.'> of 

I "l~ a{OJ,_,,ffi~ l"[l~ ~I'!~ I 'If!. VIII. 63'5 
•N 13.<it ~it"\q- ffiir <r'lr iiP-ta~ir ~:p:::(:p::1 '!!!. n. 23·1s 

3 ~i!,I fu i;l '3'qT arRB"r<r) iitsrr l"f9l;{flrv-it IJl!Tfrff I !ft. VI. 65. 5 
·I ~q;:q; ~~ ~qf.{~: I Sf ~l"llf~;:fj 'f!Jo~·<nl~'l"ff.q: II 

~~v. 21·3. 



6 P. V. i{a11e 

those sages. In Tai. S.I.8.18.l it is said •the Hotr is n Bhargava.' 
TLe com. explains that in the model sacrifice the 1-Iotr may he 
the descendant. of anybody, hut in the Riijasiiya whieh is a modi
fication the hotr must lie n <lcsccnclant of Bhrgu. It is quite 
possible that descent was tr:H·e>d through teacher and pupil as well 
as by blood t.hrough father and son. But in those days there being 
no numerous occupations, the son would learn from l1is father the 
saere<l lore of the latter. In Tni. S. III.5.2.l tlte story is toicl that 
Vasil?t.lia learnt from Indra eprtni!l formulas called 1>lomabhagas 
arnl that in the Jyotif?tc>11rn. the Brahma priest must be a Vitsi1?tha. 
In Tai. S. VII. I.0.1, we read 1 •.Jamadagni, desirous of prosperity, 
offered the caliiriitra (four nights' rite) ; he prospered as to the 
(well-known) po:jas (mode!'! of prosperity, e.y., progeny, cntt.Je, etc.); 
thcreforn one docs not know (01· fi.nd) t.'vo Jamaclagnyns (in succc~:
sion) who arc poor (or grey-haired).' From this passage it is clear 
that in the times of the Tai. S. .Jrunadagni was a very ancient 
sage, that sev('ra] gcn('r::ttions of Jamaclngni's descendants bad 
passed away by that time, that they wcr(' 1111 known as ;Jnmadagnis 
a11<l that no two dc::;cendants of Jamndagni were found to be poor 
(or grey-haired) in succession. 

In the l\[aitriiyaQ.i Samhitft (III. 8.0) we read " 'thou art a 
cover for all people ' ; with thrse words l1C sets up a roof, for they 
proceed gotra by gotra. '' ~ This passage is supposc<l to indicate 
tbn,t each gotrn had its own special ritc!l a.ucl formulae (vide 
Hasting's Encyclopcedia. of Religion n.nd Ethics, under ,qotra). 

In numerous mrwtms of the ~lgveda the descendants of well
kumvn sages arc denoted hy the use of the plural form of the names 
of the sages. For example, ~tg. X. GG.1'.1- ' the Vctsi~thns have 
raised their voicefl like their father, praying like the sage to t.l1e 
gods for their welfare' 3 ; ~g. VI. 3G.5 'Jifoy I not be deprived of 
the cow t.hat yields bright (milk), wise one (Indra), inspire the 
Angirases with prayer.' Here in the preceding vel'sc t11e 
Bhnradviijas are named and they appear to be referred to 

I ~JJf : ~rn+{~f..!"T~ ~ 'f':l];(jJ'lJif3~~~J1J~ ~t '51'(+{?,JITTil if 
~lil'l~ I 

0

tl. ~. Vll. I·!J·I 

·· R~~r.w:1 ~1:i:im1\~ ~r.,~Jm~'fn% :i11911j\=;ni~ ~f." 1 
0 91'8l51B: f'-fiffll'<f~ tcfl ~lil'J "lii!ff«:<f\=9·ll' I 'II!. X. G6· I4 
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nH Angirascs m this verse. According to the A8valiiyana
sf1trn, Bharadviijn is a gotra falling under the Angirogal).n .. ~g. 
VIII.69.8 ' Oh Priyamedhns, worship, worship, worship (Indra) ; 
nnd may the sons worship, worship the bold one (Indra) as 11 city 
(or fort.)'. Here 'sons' being specially mentioned, it has to be 
supposcll that ' Priyamedhas ' includes remoter descendant.;; of 
Priyameclhn thn n ~ons. 

Turning t{J the Briihmat:J.n Literature there nre ample indica
tions that the priestly families had become grouped into several 
woups named after their (real or supposed) founders and that. they 
differed in mn t.ters of details of worship according to the group 
they belonged to. 

The Tait.t.iriya-hriilunaI).a (I. 1.4.8) prescribes that the consecra
tion (1/dhc"i11a) of the sacreu Vedic fires is to be performed for Bhrgus 
and Angirnscs wit.Ji the Mantra' bhrgiiQil.m-tvii.-ngirnsii.m vrntnpate 
vrnteniida.dlrn.mi,' that for the other Briihmal).a groups with the 
mantra ' tldity:lnii.m tvfL devanam vratnpate, etc. ' ; the snme 
brahma1).n. further prescribes separate mantras for :t king, for a 
k~triya who is not a king, for a vaisya and for a rathakr"im 

(cnrpc11tcr). 'rhc Taitt.iriya.-brahmaqa. a.gain (II.2.3. 7) refers to 
the ' ,\ngirnsi prajii' (people of the Angirus group) Ly saying 
' therefore the Angirasa people carry t.he oblation to the i\dityas 
(meditating on them) ns sitting among the metres.' The 'l':lt:J.cJya
mahii-hriihnrnI).a 1 (18.2.I:?.) prescribes that the camasa. (cup) made 
of wlumbara was to he given (ns dak~iqii) to a sngot.m hriihmaI).a 
in order that. t.he drinking of soma may not become fruit.Jess. The 
Siinkhiiyana-brii.hmal)a 2 ( 25.15) lays down that one who has per
formed t.he Visvnjit sacrifice (in which a man was to give in gift 
everything of his) should stay for a year with a briihnia1).a having 
the same got.ra as his. The Jaimi.niya-Upa.ni~ad-br:lhmriI).a 

(UI.3A) says" He asks him when he approaches' who art t.)1011 ? ' ; 
he announces whatever he may be by name or by got.rn." The 
Aitarcyn-briihma1:u1 contains several very interesting pn,ssagcs on 
the question of gotra. In the Dviidasii.ha before the dik~ii a 

1 '3"11\:;ip:r il"~Cr ~lJ: B1·~1fli1Hl~Tfrl' I ~iffl 18·2· 12 
2 lflliTDt Blf!i!ll~ crem1;1i:nif ~S'i{~ ~T!ilf~ ~i'ff8t 'q(.!_l:f: ~~q I 

<ii~rn'iiti i{J. 25·1G 
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priijiipatya pasu was to be offered. The Aitarcya-briihmal).U. 
(Haug's ed. IV. 26 and 19.4. Anandiisramu eel.} prnscrihcs that 
the Apri verses which are ascribed to Jamadugni, (i.e., ~1.gvcda 
X. 110.1-11) are to be rccitccl over the immolation of the animal. 
Then a question is raised as to why the Apri verses ascribed to 
Jamo.dagni are to be recited by all iu this priiji.ipa.tya pasu, when 
in the case of other pasus, the Apri verses respectively ascribed 
to the several sages arc to be recited for the respective descendants 
of those sages. In the section dealing with Ait;1snprnlilp11 there is 
11 story of Aitafa and his son Abhyngni and the Aitnreya (VI 
3a=30.7) ends the story by saying 'therefore they say that the 
Aitasiiyanas Abhyagnis arc the most sinful of the Aurvas.' The 
same story occurs in the Kau~itaki-hriihmaQa where it is said 
' The Aitasityanas being of noble birth became the lowest runong 
Bhrgus, as they were cursed by their father.' The Aitusiiyanas 
are 11 sub-sc~tion of the great Bhrgugal).a; according to Baud. In 
the story of SunaJ:iscpa we arc told that Sunal.1sepa, when he was 
accept-0<l as a son by Visvii.mitm, came to he called Devariita and 
that the Kiipileyas and Biil>hrnvas were aililiatecl to Dcvarii.ta 
(VII. 17 =33.5 ). 1 .Accortling to the Ap. srnuta-siitm and 
SutyiiE;iii~lha, Devarftta aml Hnbhru are sections of Visviim.itra 
gotra. The Aitarcyu contains a giithii which is interesting and 
shows that the gotra relat.ionship was by birth ancl [;]int all 
descendants went by the name of t.he founder of the gotra ' thou 
art known as a sage, a son of Ajigarta and as an Angirnsn. by birth ; 
therefore, Oh sage, ch not go away from the line (thread) of your 
grand-father, return to me.'~ It is further said t.hat the names of 
some of Visviim1tra's younger sons were Madhucchan<ln.s, J;l.'?abha, 
Rel).U, and AE?taka. These (except :i;t~abha) are either sub-divisions 
of Visviimitra gotrn or prnvarns of some sub-divisions of that gotra 
according to the sfttras. It is furtlwr to be noted that as Gii.thina 
was the father of Visviimitra and Ku~ika was his grand-father he 
addresses his sons as ' GiiLhiniilJ ' and also as ' Kusikiil}..' W c a.re 
further told that the founder of Ajigarta's family was Jahnu. 

1 ai!~~1>{TJ~OITTTI ~~'f.1~~: 1~. ilfl. VII-17 

2 aflfiil'."ffi ~fu ~: ~: <fifcf: I~ ·~U"r.ITTilf'1 lJ1: ~cftiir 
Jfli:!_ I(%, JO. VU. 17. 
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In the story of Hiimn l\'Iiirgaveyo. (Ait. Br. VII. 27=35.l) we are 
told that Asitamrgas were a section of the Kasyapas. According 
to the A.svalii.yana-srauta Asita is one of three pruvara-r~is of 
Kasyapa-gotra. In the story of Hariscandra we are tol<l 
(Aitareya-br. VII. 16) 'his lwtr priest was Visvii.mitra, adlwaryu 
wa.~ Jamadagni, Va.~i~tha was Bmhrnii priest and Ayii.sya was the 
UdfJ<itr'· We saw above that the Brahma was to be Vii.sii:itha 
according to the Tai. S. Ayiisya is a sub-division of Angiro-gar:ia. 

In the Taittiriya .Arar:iyaka (II. G) there is a verse •Do under
take (works) with clarified butter ; (lo persist in (what is undcr
takcu) ; you two guard the path common (to you both) ; whatever 
]Jfirla (charitable acts) you hnve clone and whatever you have 
served into fire, Oh husband and wife. you two should persist in it 
for that. gotra (for all persons of Hmt got.ra to 'vhich you belong).' 1 

In the famous story of Satyakiima Jabiila in the 
Chiindogyopanif?1Hl (IV. 4) the teacher asks him what his got.ra ie. 
As the boy's mother was not able tu tell him his gotra he truthfully 
tells the teacher that he docs not know it and the teacher styles 
him Jiibiiln, after his mother Jabiilii.. Many inferences have b!~eu 
drawn from this story, one being thnt a teacher coukl give a fanciful 
got.rn to a student. ('ride Hasting's Encyclopmdia of Religion nnd 
Ethics, Vol. V, p. 35,1). It hns to be bome in mind that Satyakiima 
Jiibiila is mentioned as a very ancient sage in the Aitareya
briihmar:ia, which quotes his view on t.he Vyiihrtis in the coronation 
ceremony (Aitare_va-hr. VIII. 7=37.2). Inst.call of holding on 
the st.rength of a single story found in the Chiindogya that a teacher 
could give any gotra name to a pupil, it is ratl1cr more rensonable 
to hold that the story in the Chiimlogya is no more than an ancient 
attempt to give an etymology of the word Jiibiiln as a gotru. 2 

Such etymologies occur very frequently in the Briihmar:ias and 
Upani~ads; ·vide etymology of Angiras in the Aitareya-briihmnr:in 
III.3,1 and of Atri in Brlrndiira.l!yakn II.2A-. 'l'he Gobhilagrhya
silt.ru (II.10.22-25) says that in Upanayana the iiciirya asks the 

'
0 ~'IF.W,illfl; m'iftii ~ !f~T~ ~~ l ~ ~ ctRfc:~ llG.Wt ;:i~ ii~1~t 
~ iR:'i:r~T13'. II 1'. O!J. JI 6. Compare ~lffu VI. 122·3 

11 In Ephigmpliio. Jndica. vol. XI, p. 93, the clonoc in o. chn.rto!'r of 

~ff I is a ifRi!O'J ~~~ of :;w.r~ o.nd 'lFfi;l~~T. 
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boy bis name in the words ' what is your name,' t.l1nt t.he [Lciirya 
gives him a name clerh~cd from a devaf<i or from a nak~atm for t.he 
purpose that the boy may use it at the time of bowing llt his 
teacher's feet and that according to some writers also a name 
depending on the boy's got,ra may he given (for t.he same purpose). 
This shows that the teacher was to ask the boy's gotm and to order 
him to use his gotra name (sneh as Siil).~lilya) at the time of 
abltiviidana. We arc t-0lll in the siitrns that at Niimakarnl}a the 
boy was named after a deity (such as Hariu1atta, Rudradatta) or 
after a nak~atm (such as Pu~ya-mitra, &c.). In the Upanil}<·Hls 
several gotrus are named incidentally. For example, in J>rasna 
Upanii:ind 1.1 we have persons of Bhiiruclvi-tja, Ciiirgya, 1\svalfiyana, 
Bhiirgava and Katyii.yana got.rns; in the ChiimloITT'a V. H.l and 
V. I G.l Inclradyunrna Bhiillaveya a111l Buc,lila A.svaturiisvi are hoth 
addressed as Vaiyiigltrapadya aml Uddiilaka Arui:ii as Gautama ; 
in the Brhadiirai:iyalrn (II. 2A) Gautama and Blrnradviija, 
Visviimitm and J amndagni, Vasieythn and KusytLlla arc mentioned 
in pairs. 

The result of the preceding discussion may be summarised 
thus. The word gofra is used in the ~{gvedu in the sense of a 
' cowstall ' or ' hcrcl of cows' n,ml sometimes in the sense of a 
cloud or mountain and possibly in the sense of ' a group or assem
blage of persons ' and that t.hc descenda.11 ts of great sagc8 like 
Vasii:;tha had come to be eallecl collectively by the plural of t.he 
word denoting the ancestor. In the Tai. S. persons descended 
from u common ancestor appear to be grouped separately where 
it is said that the lwtr must be n Bhi'trgava or tha.t the Brahma 
must be a Viisi::ithu, that in the .Atharvaveda and l\Iaitriiyal).i 
Samhitii, the word gotrn appears to be used in the modern sense. 
In the Tiil).~lya and other Bri'd1mai:ins words like Sagoira occur in 
the modern sense and several prominent !Ja7JaS like the Bhrgus 
and Angirascs with their divisions and sub-divisions arc specifically 
referred t-0. For example, t.he Aita&iyanns are referred to as a 
section of the Bh rgus, Ki"tpileyas 11nd Biibhrnvas ns sub-sections of 
Visviimitra-gal).a. In the Uponi~acls before a brahmaciiri was 
accepted as a pupil he was asked Li8 gotra. The question whether 
the gotra system had so for been extended as to apply to marriages 
cannot be answered with as much confidence as could have been 
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wished. The Vedic liternture of the Samhitiis and Bn"ihmanas 
being concerned with the solemn srnuta sacrifices hacl no occasion 
to refer to the prohibition of marriage in the srune gotrn.. But 
when the texts are so particular as to la,y clown that a man should 
stay with hi:-i sagotra. after performing Visvnjit it appears to he a 
natural cxtcni:;ion of the same feeling that he should be called 
upon to choose a wife from another group. The prohibit.ion of 
sagolra nwrriage in the si'ltra age was absolute and such n. rule must 
have t,rro\\'11 up only clnring the lapse of centuries. Therefore \Ye 
shall not be far wrong if we suppose that during the Brii.hmal).a 
period at least restrictions as to gotra in nrn.rriage were prevalent. 

The concept.ion of pravara is closely interwovm with t.liat of 
gotrn from very ancient times. Apart from employment in invok
ing Agni in V cdic rites it entered in numerous ways into several 
domestic ceremonies and practices even according to the grl1ya 
and dharnm siitrm1. To take a few examples:-

( L) As a general rule, a bride was to lie chosen who,;e 
father's pravarn was not the same as the bri1legroom's; 
i\Iiinavagrhya I. i-8, Vii.riihagrl1ya 9, Gautama-dharmasiitra 
IV. 2. 

(2) In llpauayana. the mckhalii (girdle) was to have 011e, 
three or live knots according tu the number of pravarap:;is. 
Vidc S:inkhiiyana-grhy1L JI. 2 (nnd com. thereon), Kiithaka
grhya <J1 .13 (ancl com. of Devapiila and llrnlun:ibala thereon), 
l\fanu II. 43. 

(3) From Sii.iikhii.yanagrhya II. 2 (where there is a 
·dialogue between the iicii.ryn and the boy whose up1111ayana 
is to be performed) it appears tlrnt the iiciirya was requfre<l to 

have the Hnme pravara as the boy. 
(4) Jn the Cr1c)ii-karmn, the number of tufts of hair left 

on the head depended upon the pravaras. Viele Ap. Gr. S. VI. 

16.G. 
Prarara literally means ' choice' or ' invokation ' (prarthanii). 

As it was usual to invoke Agni to carry the offerings of a sacrificer 
to t.he gods by taking the names of the illustrious rl!i-anccstors who 
in former times hnd invoked Agni, the word pmvam came to denote 
one or more illustrious ancestors of a sacrificer. A synonym of 
pravara is £1.rfieya. It was lnid down that the pravara of the several 
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gotras may be constituted by one, two, three or five ri:iis, but not 
by four. This is a very ancient rule us it appears in all smuta 
ai1trns. Why the number four was eschewed it is impossible to 
say. The vast majority of gotras have three pmvaras. We may 
perhaps see in this some connection with the practice of pcrforn1ing 
sriiddha for three paternal ancestors. The system of pravaras is 
very ancient and almost goes back to the times of the J.lgvcda. 
The word iirl}eya occurs in the l~gveda, though the word prarara 
docs not occur therein. J;lg. IX.~>7.51 '(Oh Soma!), when thou 
art cleaned (by being passed through a prwilra), send towards us 
celestial wealth and nil cart.hly wealth ; so that thereby we may 
acquire riches and r!?ihood (iirl?cya) resembling Jamaclagni's.' 1 In 
sevcralothervcrscsofthe:J;tgvcda, the same idea is conveyed though 
theword 'iirl?cya' or 'pravara' i8notuscd. Forexamplc,~lg.VIII. 

102A ' I invoke pure (or bright) Agni who i8 surrounrlell by the 
sea (orwellkin) j11stas Aurvu, Bhrguand Apnaviini~ did.' 2 It is a 
remarkable fact that according to Baudhaynna-srnuta-siitra, 
these arc three out of the five pravaras (BhC1rgava-cyiivunii, 
pn11vilnaurvo.-jiintn.dagnyeti) of Vntsa-Bh mus. The Anukmma!:fi 
ascribes l~g. VIII. 102 to a Bhiirgava name<l Pruyoga. In J;tg. 
I.45.3 the sage exclaims ' Oh .Tata \retlas, whose ordinances are 
great, give heed to the summon8 (havam) of l)raskin:i.va, as in the 
case of Priyameclha, A.tri, Viriipa and Angi.ras.' In ~g. X. 150.5 
the sage (l\IrJilrn, son of Vasi~t·ha according to the Anukramal).i) 
asserts ' Agni protected in our fight Atri, Bharadviija, Gn.vi~thira, 
Kai). VU, Trasaclasyu; Vasi~~ha, the purohita, invokes Agni, (who is) 
the purohi.ta (placml in front of) for 11Ir\ilrn (the sage or for 
happiness).' 'l'hcse are all pravara names though not of the same 
gotra. In J;lg. VII.18.21 the sage says ' They, who from house to 
house, gladdened (thee), being desirous of thee, viz. (the sage) 
rariisara, Satayiitu a.!lll Vasi:?tha., wiH not forget the friendship of 
a liberal patron (like thee) ; may therefore happy days dawn for 
(these) wise men." 3 This mantra occurs in a urnl).c;lab which is 
ascribed to the clan of V nsi1:1thn nn<l it is remarkable t.hat it me11t1ons 

2 an~ G";:r ~f.IO{ij~crr~1if1.f ~.mifif, 1 '!f.. 1x. 9i·i:;1 
2 ai)~~"'<illt"l~I RI arfi;i' '-itlll:9itt(Fl.11 ~ VHI-102·4 

1>I' 'it ~~~Cfl~ ~: ~<:flll~I~: I 51\. VII. t8·2t 
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Para8ara (who in later mythology is a grandson of Vasi~tha and 
t.he son of Sakti), Satayiitu (which is equivalent to Sakti according 
t-0 Siiyar:m) and Vasif?tbn. Pnrii8ura, Sakti and Vnsi~tha are the 
pravaras according to Baudhiiyana of the several hranches of 
l1arasarns, who are a section of the Vasif?thagotra. 1 

Turning t-0 the Atharvaveda, the word ' ii.ri?eya' occurs in it 
several times. In Atharva XI.I.Hi the word 'iir~eynl)' appears 
to mean ' those persons who are connected with or spnmg from 
r~is' ; in Atharva XI.1.25 and 32 the word is used in the same 
sense ' may not (Oh Somn,) those who partake of thee and who are 
iir~eyas (connected with nis) suffer harm I ; Atliarva Xl.I.2G ' I 
whose summons is good call loudly to the brabman-rice-dish the 
sages and those who nrc conncctccl wit11 the sages (ar~eyiin)' ; 
Atharvn XI.1.33 ' I place thee, Oh, rice-dish, among iir~eyas, for 
those who are not arf?cyas there is no portion here' ; Atharva 
XI.1.35 '(Oh Brahman-rice-dish) thou art. a heaven-going bull; 
go to the rl?is nnd the iir~eyas.' Atharva XII.4.2 and 12 contain 
the same half verse ' he who does not desire to give the cow of the 
gods to the iir.\lcyas when they ask for her ' ; the last piidas of 
Artharva XVI.8.12 and 13 are 'May he not be freed from the 
fetters of r~is . . . May he not be freed from the fetters of 
iir1?eyas.' 

This examination of t11e Atharvaveda p:issagcs shows that 
there the word irn;1cy11. is used iu the sense of ' descendants of sages 
or those who arc related t-0 sages.' 

In the Viijasnncya-snmbitii VII. 46 we have a mantra ' May 
I secure to-clay a brii.hmaQa, who has a worthy father 1tnd worthy 
grandfather (and other ancestors), who is himself a rl?i and an 
iir~eya (1iprung from a r~i) and whose fee (dakl?il).ii) is of good 
metal.' 2 The same passage occurs in Tai.S.l.£1A3 where we read 
'riidhyiisam ' for 'vidcy11.m.' In Tai. S. VI. G.1.4 t.he words 
·r~im-iir!leynm ' of Tai S.1.4.43 are e:x.--pluincd ' that brii.hmaQa is 
surely n p:ii and sprung from n r~i who has mastered learning.' 3 

1 'So.to.yiitu' 1111Ly mco.n litcro.Jly 'one who is n. master of n hundred 
mngic tricks' or 'ho on whom n. hundred mo.gic tricks wcro prn.ctisccl '. 

' ;nJ'!fU!~ fWt fti<r!Ri ~eyi:i~~ifq ~lg'<faJ!lfl:.J. l '!Ff· <:{. Vll-411 
a tp~ ~ if1m'1I' ~IRI~ ~ : ~~iff-1, I~. k VI.G· 1 ·4 
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In Vti.j.S.XXI.Hl Agni is addressed as follows: " Oh sage (r~e) 
1111d itr~eya (connected with or invoked by those who arc sprung 
from rl!is) and grandson of sages, this sacrificer has to-clay chosen 
thee from among many (gods) gathered together (with the idea. 
that) ' this gorl (Agni) will bring to me choice wealth among the 
gods.' " In t.his case the close connect.ion between illustrious 
sages and the invocation of Agni by them is prominently set 
forth. 

In the Tai. S. the words iir~cya and pravarn. are both brought 
together, arc used ns synonyms and in t.he same sense as the siitras 
do. In Tai. S. Il.5.8.7 which refers to the Siimidhcni verses we 
reud " he says ' choose ye the (fire) callerl havyavr'thana ' ; he chooses 
him (the fire) of the gods; he chooses the iir~eya ; (in so doing) he 
does not depart from the relationship (by blood) ; and (doing so) 
serves for continuity. He chooses the latN ones beginning from 
the remoter ones." In this passage 'iirljcyam' appears to be used 
in the sense ' the one or more illustrious ancestors of the 
Yajamiin11 ' and reference is rnncle to one of the two modes of 
mentioning the prnvara-r~is. In one mode the remotest ancestor 
is named first, in 11 tarldhila form, then his descendant and so on, 
the r~i nearest the Yajamiina being mentioned last (e.g., the 
pravara of Bhrgu is Bhiirg11v11-cyiivaniipnavii.naurva-Jiin111<lag
nyeti). This is done by the Hotr priest when he invokes fire 
with the pravaro.-mantra 'Agne rnahii.n as1 briihmal)a Bhii.rntu 
deveddha munviddha. r~istut.a, etc.' (vide Tai S.II.5.9 and 
Sii.tapatha IA.2 for it). In the other mode the affix: ' vat ' is used 
after each pruvo.ra-:p~i and the remotest one is mentioned last (e.g., 
Jama<lngnivat, Urvavat, Apnavii.navat, Cyava1111\'11t, Bhrguvat}. 
Wnen the adhvaryu chooses the hotr priest the former 
employs the second method of mentioning the pravaras. Tai. S. 
II.5.11.9 seems to refer to this second mode ' The man who 
knows thus and for whom they invoke his pmvara (group 
of illustrious ancestors) prospers himself and his enemy is 
repulsed.' 

In the Kau~itaki-hriihmal):t III.2 while spcakmg of the 
Siimi<lheni verses we have this passage 'Now that he pronounces 
the list of the ancestors of the sacrificer, that is because the gods 
do not partake of the offering of him who l111s no list of ancestors; 
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therefore he pronounces the iir1Jeya. of the sacrificer.' 1 In the 
Tandya-mahiibr:ihmanas (XX.15.9-11) it is said 'the method of 
its "ciistribntion (of the fee of one thousand cows) is as follows : 
to him who is himself learned and sprung from illustrious p~is 
(ar~eyaJ:i) the gift should be made on the first day . . . . to him 
who is lrnnself learned, hut has no iiqieya (who is not sprung from 
illustrious riiis) the gift should he made on the 2nd day; to 
him who is not himself learned but who is sprung from (illustrious) 
His the gift should he made on the third dny.' In the Taittiriya
briihmal}a 1.1.G.G we are tokl 'four priests sprung from (illustrious) 
sages partake (of the iidityacaru).' This passage also occurs in 
Tai. Br. Ill.8.2. In nuot.her passage of the same Briihmai;ia 
(l.4.4.2) it is said 'a briihmo.l).a who is iiri}cya should carry' (the 
fire on a piece of gold tied by clarblia grass). 

In one passage of the Aitarcya-briihmal).a (VI. B or 28.6) the 
word pravara seems to be used in the sense of reference or address: 2 

" some one asks ' is the Acchavfdrn addressed (like other priests) 
or not?'. He should reply• yes'." Here it· is used on the analogy 
of the use of the word prnvara in the sense of invocation. In the 
same Brahmaq.a (YII. 25=3,!.7) we have an intc~~sting question 
and answer. When a brii.hma1:i.11 has been initiated (dik1?itn) for a 
sacrifice it was announced in these words • a briilunaq.11 has been 
initiated for a sacrifice.' The question was asked ' how is the 
initiation of a K~atriya to be announced ? (i.e., should the word 
K~atriya be substituted for l°>riihmal}n in the formula of announce
ment). '.l.'he reply given by the Aitareya is that ' even in the 
case of the K~atriya also the announcement is to be iu the same 
form (viz., 'a briiluna911 has been initiated); but with the pravam 
of the family priest (purohit1l). 'l'his is (certainly) that; since he 
(the K~atriya sacrificer), having laid aside his own implements 
(warlike weapons) comes to the sacrifice with the weapons of the 
briihmaq.a, in the form of the brii.hma:i:ia and 111.wing become a 
briihma911 (for the time being), therefore they should proclaim his 
(K1?atriyn.'s) initiation (us a sacrillcer) with the iir1?eya (pravara) 

1 
2N ~~T~~t it !><IT Ofifiifm~ ~ ~f.ITTr,f.;i ~!hr+rrlf II 

'litrflofin "1. III-2 
• ari~TQfr.!f'ifJl'lT'!i~IPl'lf{T ., s:fc! amflfu l{_llHJ, I if. llff. 28"6 
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of his family priest and should invoke Agni with the prnv11ra of his. 
family priest.' In tlie eiltras it is oft~u said that K~atriyas and 
Vaisyas have no pravams of their own, but in their case the pravara 
of their purobita was to be employed or simply ' Manuvat' 
or Miinavaila-pauriiravaseti' (virle A.sv11liiyana-srauta-siitra, 
uttara~atka VI.15.4-5 and Baudhaynna-srauta-sutra, prnvara
prasna 54). W c sec that the origin of this rule hi.id down in the 
eiltras is to be found in the practice recorded in the .Aitareya. In 
the same strain jg another passage of the .Aitarcy11-brahmana (VII. 
31=35.5) where it is said that the K~triya sacrificer is not to drink 
soma but only the juice of the Nyagrodba tree 'He thus obtains 
the som11 bcvcra.ge in an indirect way, though he <loe.s not directly 
take in (drink) the somn.,' for Nyagrodh11 is indeed the king soma 
indirectly (as a substitute). Though a Jqmtriya he assumes 
indirectly the form of n. brahrna1,1a by the dikt?ii (consecration 
ceremony performed on the s1Lcrificer) through the family priest 
and by the prnvaro. of the family priest (being employed).' As 
regards the Nivid Sukta of the Ni~kevalya-sustra (viz., J;tg. VI. 18), 
the Aita.reya-briihmaq.a (VIII.3.=36.3) rcmnrka ' It is a hymn of 
Bbarndviija; the Brhnt Siimn.n also is seen by Bhara.dviija; and 
is of the s11me nature (salonw) on account of connection with the 
same sage (having seen both). The sacrifice of the K~atriya which 
has the Brhat for its Pr~tha ('i.e., stotrn) becomes successful. • 
Here itr~eya seems to be used in the sense of being connected with 
the same (illustrious) s11ge. · 

In the Gopatlia-briihmal).a (Uttamhhiiga III.18) we a.re told 
that when clakf:!iQii (fee) is given to one who is lea.med and sprung 
from sages (iir~cya), thereby he prospers in the world of the gods, 
but if foe be given to one not learned and not sprung from sages. 
he (the donor) prospers only in the world of men.' Vide ala() 
Gopatha (Purviirdha. I.5 and 8) for a similar use of iir!;!eya.. 

The Sata.patha.-briihmaqa (l.4.2.3-1) also has an interesting 
passage on iir~eya "He now calls on (Agni as the ancestral hotr). 
He thereby introduces him both to the nis and to the gods (as if 
he were to say ' of great vigour is he who has obtained the sacrifice.' 
This is the reason why he calls on (Agni as) the ancestral (hotr). 
He calls from the farthest end (of the sacrificer's ancestral line) 
downwards ; for it ·is from the remote end downwards that people. 
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arc prnpagatcd. He (the Hotr) also thereby pro11itiatcs the lord 
of seniority for him (the sacrificer), for here (among men) first 
comes the father, then the son and tl1cn the grandson ; this is the 
reason why he invokes from the farthest end downwards." l This 
shows that the three or five ancestors in whose name Agni was 
invoked were rel11ted by blood ns father and son and not by 
apostolic succession. 

'Ve may briefly summarise the results as follows:-
The original meauing of the word pravam is ' choice ' or 

' invocation of Agni ' and then it came to mean one or more 
illustrious r§i ancestors of a man who hau in former ages 
invoked fire to carry their oiTerings to t;he gods. Pravnm 
according to the siitras entered into sncrilices and was also 
closely connected with domestic matters, such as marriage, 
upanaya.na, c:rnla. Ar~ey1i is a synonym of pmva.ru. timl 
occurs even in t.he ~"lgveda in the sense of ' status of a n1i, or 
sprung from or descendant of a f-'.li.' In the J;lgveda Agni is 
frequently invoked by a sacrificer who says that he does so 
iu tho same way as great sages, like Jamn<lagni, Anrva, Bhrgu 
or Apnavana did. In the J;lg itself names of pravuras such 
as Pariisnra and Vasi!?tha occur. In the Atharvaveda and 
the Viijasaneya. Saml1itii ar~eya. is wic<l in the sense of ' one 
sprung from a famous sage.' In tho Tai. S. :ir1?eya and pmvara 
n.te used in the same sense in which the sii.tras employ them. 
The same sense occurs in the T~Ll).cJya-111ah~bnilnua1p, the 
Gopatha, and in the K1111~itaki-briih1rntl).a. 'rhe Aitareya 
contains interesting information about pravara; it also says 
that for kings the. pravaras of their purohitas were to be 
employed. If one may hazard a. conjecture, it may be saicl 
that the golrn system was perfected first and the requirement 
as to prnvnrns in marriage was a further refinement. The 
trerttmcnt of got.ra and pravara in the siitrn period is a very 
interesting and cont.rovertial matter which must be reserved 
for a separate treatment. 

1 aNi!Pl ~if l :v.fi:r~itiR.?-.<f<=q~ frr~~ iNl91ti'i <:it ;'J~ 
snqfefi'I ~1;::i;f>~ i:i'{'lft?i I cm~n~iili, ll~!J'fTff l!ffi'll~1~:ir: ~ : ~ 
~p.J'B~tffi"l{ ~ 9itrt f.:1-~ I ~ fit fl~~ T-iN tj\~~li'llw.ll~i~ \'.J~OJ'fu I 
~cr:N "1· I. 4·2·3-4 ~ 
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BY H. D. VELANKAR, M.A. 

l11troduct1'.on. * 
Svayambl1ii is au old writer on Prii.lqta Metres. He is 

mentioned hy Hcmaca1ulr11 and is also quoted by the commentator 
of the I\avidurpa:Jfa. l\ly attention was naturally drawn to this 
and I casually discovered in my conversation with Pandit Lalchand 
of the Bo.rodn, Oriental Institute that an incomplete flls. of the 
Svayumbhncchanclns existed in the Institute's library. I at once 
got a copy of it prepared for me and wns very delighted to find 
that the work was indeed nu important one from the point of the 
history of Prii.krta poetry and Priilqta Metrics. 

2. The Ms. is without beginning, the first 22 folios being lost. 
It is dated Sa:riwat 1727 u.nd seems to be copied from an older l\'Is., 
which, however, is evidently misread in several places by our scrihe. 
It is for this reason that some of the :-itanzas C!lllllot be properly 
understood. Unfortunately no otlirr ::I.fas. of this very valuable 
work are at present available. :My ,Jinnratnakmfa knows of none. 
I must consequently remain content with what I have got at 
present. In the l\fa., the work is not. actually divillecl into chapters 
but the rt~pectted occurrence of a stanza indicating the concl11sion 
of a particular topic in it suggests its division into 8 chapters. 
The stanzas and the metrical definitions ngaiu arn not numbered. 
In the following ellitiou, I have numbered tlic chapters as well as 
the stanzas for the sake of convenient reference. Out of t.Jwsc 
eight chapters, I um publishing for the present., the first three only 

* Tlw following boolrn· and pnpcrs 1uo alluded to in tho Jntroclnction :
Hemumndrn, Chanrlonusiisnnn., published hy Devn.lmmn Jlfolccmd nt N. S. 
Press, llomlmy, l!ll2; Priilq·t.n. Pa.i1igaln.m, llibliothec1L Tndic:n, Ca.lcuUn., 
l!l02; VirnhfLi1lm, V~·ttn.jiitiB1mmcc1lyo., edited wilh Introduction o.ncl Notea 
in JimHAS, l!J2!J, l!J32; N1111ditii~lhya., Gii.t.!Jiila.k~1u1a, cditixl simil11rly in 
Ann1ils HORI, l!l33; Ap11hhnui1sa. i\lctres, pulilishccJ, with ltntnnfokham's 
Ohn.ml1Lhkoli1L in tho Appon<lix, in D. U. Joumfll, Nov. Hl3:i; K.a.vicla.rpa.1,1a. 
with Com. n.ncl Jnt.rmluction, publi~hccl in tho Anno.ls, llOHI, Hl35. '!'ho 
In.st four nre by It D. Velo.nk11r. 
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which 1lcal "·ith the Ak1?arnvrttas, treate1l wholly as Pralqta 
metres by Svayamhhii. I intend to publish t.he remaining chaptNs 
dealing wit.h the Apabhramsa metres exclusively, in the appendix 
to my i>ccom1 article on the Apabhrmhfo metres iu t.11c Bombay 
eniversit.y .Journal. The following is a brief summary of the 

·,·contents oft.lie work. 

3. In the nvnilnblc portion of the first chapter, Svnyambhli 
defines and illustrates (i:l metres nn<lcr 13 different l1ends beginning 
wit.h Sn,kvari. ·i.e., metres of four lirws wit.Ji H lctt.crn in each, an<l 
ending with Ctkrti, i'..c., metres of four lines, each containing 26 
letters whethN short or long. Tl1c portion which defined the 
metres containing from 1 to 13 letters in eaeh of their four lines is 
Inst as sa.i1l abm·1~. Our author follows tl1e old practice of defining 
nnd cl:u;gjfying the Ak~nrav~ttas under 2G difforcnt heads, acconling 
ns they contain from I to 2G letteni in each of their fonr lines. 
Virahilnka in his Vrttajiitisammuccaya. and Hemca.ndrn in his 
Ohundonusii.snna follows this method for defining the Al(i)nrusrttas 
which ucconling to t.lu•m arc properly the Samslqta metres and 
not the Pralq-t.1 ones. They nre very probably right as I have 
shown el~cwhcre in my 1u-ticle on ApuhhrnmSa. Metres, pnrn 2. 
Our. anthcor, however, treats t.hcm ns t·hc rriilqtn metres and 
ill11stratP6 them from contempornncons stmy lyric poetry written 
in Prnkrta. I pmposc to discuss the nature of this 11oetry later 
on. Sva.yamlJl111 's li:'lt of such nrntres jg indcl\d incornplet.c. Like 
the K:wid11rpa1p, only about JOO such varict.ics, inelutling those 
given in the lost. portion of the ..\Is., are ~i ven ll)' ltim while 
Hcmacandra Jing defined 28G varieties PXclusi ve of the DawJakas. 
Virahiinka gin~~ st.ill fewer, i.e., 52 only. 

·!. The metres cout:i.iniug more t.lmn 26 lct.t.ers in a line nrc 
cnllecl Dai)<,lnka:i with the exception of Pipi1,likii nntl three others 
whielL are desiguatd as the Se~a v rtt.:is by Hemacandrn, p. 17b, 1. 7 
nncl Kavidarp11.q.n, IV. 10:3. Svayamlihr1 trcuts them ns the ampli
ficnt.ions of the Bhujangavij:pnhhil::t which is the last of the Utlqti 
met.res. 8vnyambhii':; definition of a Dal).~hlrn is identical with 
that of the Ktw1darpa1!a, whieh me:rng that 1.hc latter has re
prml11cc1l from t.lw fomwr, and f:.ltis is often done hy writers on 
P.riilq·ki metres. In thi!-1 connection SvaynmlJ11il gives the method 
of finding out. the Samkhyii, i.e., the total number of the possible 
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varieties of end1 of the· ti.hove menl"ioncd :!(i ,·:metlP.'. Herc also 
is found Uie enrious stanza quoted by the co1111111•nt111:or of the 
Kavitlnrpa1)a, irnd which first. attrat'tc<l my at.i:('ntion to 
Svayambhu';i work; cf. .JBBHAS. (lll'W series), vol. 8, n. '.:l. The 
verse 111cutious in particular, a :>chool of Sa.mskrt-n mctriciaus 
represented by l\'lfli)(lavya, Bh:uatn, Kiisyapa and Sititavn, ncconl
ing to whom no Y nti in the mitlclle of a line requires to be 
recognized iu Sa1ilslq·ta. As instances wl1ere Yati is not. observed 
by '"ell-known Sarnskrta aut.Jwrs, Svay11mhhii quntos Srihar~n,'s 
famouH introduct~Jry sLauza, 1·.e., Sri!mi\~O Nipu(wli. /(mJih, etc., 
where the Y11ti after t.lic 12th syllnlile is not olisern~d in the first 
line ant1 Mayiira.'s Siirya~atalrn, v. 13, lino :3, i.e., '/.'1joni.p!lpamiva, 
etc., where also the Ya.ti is not observeil at t·hc same place. 
Comjng to the Da1ylakas, Svaynmhhii dcfinci-; and illustmt:es rn i..11 

all. K1wid:Hp1t1)a menLions only l l, while Hernacandrn defines a 
few more t.hau Svaynmbhii. Virn.hii.nka ment:iuns noue at all. 

5. In t.hc sccoml chapter, the aut.hur tlefines the A rdhasn,mn. 
Vrttas, ·i.e., the met.res of fom· lines, divided in tu two simihir halves, 
containing lines of uncq11a{ lc11gt:J1. 'l'hcr arc H in all, ·i.e., 
Vegavati, Upacit.rii, Cnlamndhyii, Harir)apnd:i, Kctumnti, 
Akhy[u1ikii, Viparit.iikhyiinikii, Apurn.vnkt.ra, Pu~pitiigrii. 
Bhndravarii~.ika, Yavarnt:i, i;lat-pi1d1inili, 8.ikh<1 and Klrnnjii, 
Hcmacamlrn mention!-! all t.liesc and 18 more, while K:wirlnrpa1)a 
mentions only 8. Calamadhya and J-fari1)llpad:'i arc respcc\..ivelr 
called Drntamndlm1 awl 1-larino1hlhat~1 bv liut.h lfomacnndrn arnl 
Kavidarpa1:i.a. A~· regards t.lw. last two u;et.res, na nwly S ikh~i and 
Kha !'ijii., t.lwy arc. peculiar metre:-i made hr a mixture of Giti aucl 
Slmndhalm. In Sikhii, t.\w first and the third lines nre eq11al to 
halves of n Giti, "·hile t.hc second t1lld the fourth arc the halves of n. 
Slmnclhnlrn. The reverse of this fak1'S plaec in Klrnl)jil. In hot.h 
again, all letters arc short except t.hc last one. 'l'hese two met.res 
arc defined in a different nuunrnr by Hcmn,eanLlra, p. 21n/lnst. line 
nnd p. 2lh/1ff. B11t. 011r autl1or's definition is more practical. 
Th(i subst:1nce of both is the snmc. A~cor1ling l:o the alt1.mu1tive 
definition given by Hemacantlra, these sarne metres nm Vi~ama 
Vrtbts with two lineii each. 'fhcy arc only l1alf in length oft.he 
met.res as clcfowd alHJVc. As n matter of faet., they are the Gii.thini 
and Siml1ini of Pillgala, I. 70-72, where, ho\1'1.'Ycr, there is no rcstric-
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tion ns regards ilw qnantity of the lcllcrs nsed. Hcmacandrn also 
gives thes(~ varict-.i1~s again uncler the Priilq·1a met.res on p. Wa, 
lUJ-12. On the ot.lier hand, 11ingala.'s Sikh:l. :rnd Khanjii arc 
much dilforcnt.. The former is a Vi~runavrl:fa (cf. I. Hil) of two 
lines, t.lie lin;f, contn ining 2'1- short letters followed by a Hagru;i.a 
(SIS), the secopd containi!lg 28 short letters follow1~d by a Hagal)a· 
The KhanF1, however, is a Sa.ma.vrtta of two Jines, each lrnving 
:16 short ldters followl'd by :L Hngttl)a. It is c11riom1 to note in this 
connection, t.Jwi; acc:ording to Hcmacandra's inform:ttion (p.23b/ 
'1-8), Ping:~la.'s Sikhii also i:; a S:Lnm Vrt:ta of two lines, each con
taining :3:i .Miitr:is, hut the lirst has all Hhort and tlic second hns all 
long letters in it.. 

G. Jn t.lw tliird cl1apter, we ~ct the Vi~:ima V rttas which 
contain four lines each of varying h~ngLh. Thu!'! Udgati1 with its 
variants Saur:tlJha and Lalita, Praenpita wit.h its dcriva.tives 
Vardha.111iina, Suddlmvir:-ttikii and A vr~ahlm (th is is not mentioned 
by Hcmacantlra), Slok;i with its varieties like Vrtta, Suvrtt.a, 
Pathyti, Pat~hy:i\'rttn and others, and lastly Padacatnrfm1hva 
a1011g with its dcrivati\'CH like Pnt.J1y:ipir,la (Praty1ipi1.Ja-Hema.), 
Api!_la, l\Ia.i\iari (thi:i is Hcmaca.ndrn's Kalikii; according t~) him 
the name :\Iailjari was given t-0 this metre by Bliamta), Lavall 
and .Amrtndh:ir:l. are hl're clefinctl and illustrated. 

i. Hereafh•r in chnpters IV-VIII, Srnyambhii cliscusses a 
very large nu111her of met.res t.lmt are used in the Apahhrnm8n 
language. I sliall discuss them in def.ail elsewhere ; for the present, 
I shall merely l'numernte them. Thus in chapter IV, Sv:tyambhii 
defines and illustrates Ut,siilm, Dohii. with ils varieties, i\fiitrii of 
various kinds, Ha~l1.Jii (the ouly struphic metre which our author 
defines), V:ulana, Cpavada nn, }ln!Jilii., A~1if;"L, SundMi, Hr<layiui 
{Hi:ili:i), Dha,·ala aml ~langab.. In chapter V, the '.H metres of 
() lines, divi(led i11to Jati, Upnj1l.ti and Avujiiti arc merely 
enumerated with a few illustrations here and there (tf. Hcmncandra, 
p. 38h/11 IT. and Kasidarpa1)a, commcnt.ary on Il. 30-31, for these 
varieties). In the Vlth cliapter, tlw CatuflJa(li metres ·of 118 
kiuds (110 Ardl1as11111n, 8 Snrvasama), ;1nd the ·10 kinds of the 
Dvipadis are defined wit·h a few illustrn.tions. Ten more Dvipa<lii:I 
containing from ·1 to 10 Jliltriis in n. line arc clefinetl without 
illustrations in t.he uext, £.c., the V llt.h chapter, w~ile the last, i.e., 



22 lI. D. l' clan kar 

the Vlllt.h chapter contains the rlefinitions and illustrations of 
UtLhaklrn (Hema. p. 37b/2), .i\1adanl"wat:ira (not mcntiom·d by 
Hema. il:lb/2 among the Armbl1rnrnsa nwlrcs probably for the sake 
of convcniL•nec), and Dhruvaka, as also the 7 Cha1J~lrt1).ikiis which 
arc of the n:nnrc of Ardhnfiallla Ca tn~pndi with the exception of 
the Inst which js a :3ntpadi, and the thrc1~ Ghattii.s which also arc 
Cat1113padis, the iirst two of the Anlhnsama t.ype, and the last. two 
of the 8arvasarna type, and lnst.ly the Paddh1tt.ikf1 and t.IJe Dvipadi. 
A few illust.rations nre given in s11111c casPs. For tl1c c:ont<•nts of 
die two cliaptcrs, i.e., VI nn<l Vll, rf. Hemnrnmlra, pp. :3H-•Hi. 

S. 'l'hcre arc many thing;; that a.ppl'ar nnHsnal in this tn•nJ.
men(; of the I>ralq-tn. metres /Jy s~·aynmbliit. li'irst of all, (a) Jip 

dors no!; nmlrn any distinction belween lhe Ak::)ara.ga.1:i.:t V rt.Las and 
the '.\Tiitragaryn V rttas. Like Viralu-1Ii lrn, Svay:1111l 1h ii too deiinrs 
even the Sari1slq·ta nwh'es (/.<'., t lil' Ak~a ragaQ.a \' rtt.as which are 
generally Wied in Sarnslq·ta, cf. Apahltr:11i1sa :\fotres, var;L ~) with 
the l\'lii.tr:-L Gal)aS. Bot.h tlH·se :rntlturs 1lo not ment.io11 t.hL• Ak~am 
Ga1ps in :iny part of their work, yd this dc)('s not m~n11 tlial lhey 
were ignorant of them. They simply d1ose to ignore t.hem (<f 
JBBHAr•. Hl32, p. 3). Jn his c!Pfinitions of the rnrions mcLre~, 
Virahii..nkn. follows his own Paribhii.i_iii, which lie L;l'scrilw.:; fully at; 
t.hc heginning of his work. 'l'he antlior of t.he KrLVillarplll).IL also 
has hi:; own Paribhaf?ft. Svayamhliii on t.he other hand, lias not. 
followed any special Pnribh·i~ii., but. nses such obvious tenns for 
the l\'l:itni Ganas as DA or DA AHA furn Dvimiitrn. TA. TAU:\N A 
TAAHA, or TAMSA for a Trimiit.rn, CA, CAGAN A, CAA HA. or 
CA.i'.ISA for a Caturmftt.rn. PA, PAGAl~·B., PAA.IL\. or PA.i\1:3:\. 
for a. Pai'ieamfitrn, and CHA. CHACL\~ A, CHA AIU or CHA~'lSA 
for a :)111~matm. The diITcru1t. kinds of these (h11:i.aH a.re also 
similn.rly expressed hy mcmrn of easily eomprl'hcusilile t.erms. 
Thus' pnt.:-L puvvalii.' (T. 17) 111canH a Pagar.w. and a. 'J'agal).a, both 
with n short letter at the beginning. LA is a short lrtter and GA 
i8 a long one; ' cau parnsii s1wv:-tiRcsantalii' (I. 31) menns four 
Pnnrarni"Ltras, ha.ving respect.ivcly all Hhort, first. short., last; short, 
awl last. short letters in them; ' Haalanmlnhu paruttaragit eha-pa
ca-tn-gai;iii ' (I. 13) means n ~mpnii.tra with all short. letters 
(snnlalahii), a Puiicamiitrn with a short. let.ter in the mi<ldle 
(nrnlahii-mlaralaghu), a Catul'111i1t.rn with a long letter at the end 
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(pa raga), and a Trimatra with a long letter at the. end (uttaraga). 
The only technical terms which he uses arc those for a short and a 
long letter as also for the various numerals. VAKRA is a long 
letter represented by the sign S andAVAKH..A,~UU, or URDHVA, 
(only once at I. 116) means a short letter re1)rcsented by the sign I. 
Thesewerc, ho1vevcr, very common terms used also by Virahiinka 
and Pili.gala; ef. VJS. I. 14 and the note and also Pingala, I. 21. 
Thus, 'vankaval).koahiparimiii ' (I. 71) means long and short 
letters measured by Udadhi, i.e., four in number and (occurring in 
succession) ; ' va nkii.vnnka mnnraghnrarusii. ' (I. 87) menns long 
and short letters (coming in succession) and resp. 4: ::md 6 in number 
(maaraharn=samudra=4; rasu=G) ; 'vankiivankcsfr' (I. 91) 
means long and short letters (coming in succession), and five in 
numhcreach; 'majjhajjii doppii' (I. 93) means two.Paficamii.tras 
with a short letter in the middle (madhya-rju=SIS). Also cf. 
I. 98, llG, 133; III. 1,7, 2fi for similar expressions. (b) Another 
strange thing about Svayambhii is that not only <locs he treat the 
ordinary Sumslqta metres as the Priilqta ones, regarding them as 
the l\iiitrii Yrttas ancl defining them as such, but. he totally neglects 
the proper Priilqta mctresdisctrnsed at great lcugtl1 by Hemacandm 
in his Chandonusiisa.na, p. 2Sh and the follO\ving, and by Virahiinka 
in his Vrttajatisanunuccayii, Ohs. III-IV. 1\Iany of these 
Priilqta metres arc pure .i.\'riitrii Vrttas (cf. ' Apahhramfa Metres, 
para 13), while some arc mixed Miitrii and Var1~a Vrttas (cf. ibid, 
para 16). In the Vrttajf~tisammuccaya, there are indeed a few, 
which must be strictly speaking rcgardccl as the Varl).a Vrttas; 
cf. E.g., III. 7, 8, 20, 21, 32-34, 50, 51, 52, IV. 19, 22, 5:3-55, 57, 58 
Gl, 64, 72, 76, 77, etc. But these are obviously those Varl).a 
V rttas, which the Prii.lqta poets of his clays had made their own 
and trca.tcd for all practical purposes as the iYiiitra V rttas or the 
Prii.krta metres and hence Virahiinka defines them with ~'Iatrii. 

Ga::1as. (c) It is also noteworthy that· among the Apabhra.mfa 
metres, which Sva.yambhu discusses, he docs not give any pro
minence to couplets and triplets, which as seen elsewhere, arc a 
prominent feature of Apabhram8a poetry in part.icnlar, though 
they are also found in Priilqta; cf. Apabhramfa Metres, para 27, 
The only strophic metre which Svayambhf1 defines is Ra<;l<;lii 
(IV. 25). (d) But the important and interesting peculiarity of 
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Svayambhii is the illustrations which he gives for the different 
Siinskrta-Priilq:ta metres from a very large number of Priilqta 
pacts whose names also he gives. He quotes 20G stanzas in this 
manner; out of these, 128 arc illustrations of the Sanslqta-Priilq:ta 
met.res, while the rest ·arc those of the Apn.bhrarhfa metres. The 
name of the poet is regularly given in the former case, ·while in the 
latter, 58 are without the imme of the author. Almost all the 
illustrations of the Priilqta metres are stray lyric stanzas and do 
not seem to be taken from any longer poems. Svayambhii. indeed 
docs not mention any poems by name, though I. 34, and I. ,19 
appear to belong to some poem, t,lrn former on a theme from the 
Rii.miiyal).a and the latter on that of the famous Amrtamanthaua 
episode (seP. also I. 96; HG). Most. of these are love lyrics, and 
contain tine specimens of ' village poetry ' abounding iu uncou
veutioual and fresh descriptions of animate and inanimate nature 
usually connected with village life, though of course, there are a 
few, which are composed in imitation of Sarhslqta Court poet.ry, 
with conventional and uninteresting details. About twenty also 
contain the ANTYA YA1\'IAKA which is such an important 
characteristic of Priilq·ta poetry (cf. VJS. IV. 106), particularly of 
Apabhra.msi1 and Vernacular poetry; cf. I. 2, 14, 16, 20, 26, 30, 34, 
42, 4G, 48, 49, G2, 68, 78, 80, 115, 120, 1211, 130, etc. With the 
except.ion of a few, all these stanzas clearly bear the stamp of being 
composed by real Pralq-ta poets and not by the Samslqta. poets 
attempting to write Priilqta poetry. 'rhcrc docs not exist in them 
that fondness for compouncls, for example, or for the grandi
loquence which so often mars the charm of the otherwise beautiful 
stanzas of tbe Sctuba.ndha. The names of the poets also shew that 
they belonged to the ordiuury masses and were not members of the 
higher circle of the Pundits. They are almost allnon-Jaina, at least 
there is nothiug in the quoted instances to shew that they arc 
Jaina. 

9. The following is a complete list, alphabetically arranged, 
of the authors quoted by Svayambhu :-1 Angavai, I. 152, 153 ; 
Ailgiiraga1:;tu, I. 7, 12, 13, 28, rm, 6fi, 92, 99, 149, 150, 151, 163, 165, 
II. 2, 20, 30, 31, III. 30; Ajariirnara, II. 4 ; Ajjadeva, IV. 13; 
Abbhua, III. 2 ; Isahaln. (Vfr:mdhara), III. 4 ; Ubbha\la, I. 68, 
III. 8; Kaliii]uraa, II. 22, III. 6; Kiiliasa, II. 18; Kumarautta, 
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1. 130; Kurniira Somma, I. 122; Kohanta, I. ~H ; GuQahara, I. 'H, 
,1G; Goincla, IV.17, rn;:n, 23, 2·1, 26; Caummuh:t, IV. 2, VI. 71, 83, 
8fi, 112; Cn,nclaQa, I. iO, MG; Candariia, III. 20; Chailla, III. 15, 
22, IV.]:), 30; Ja1)amai:iiii:inrnla, I. 9J; Ji1):tiisa, IV. 28; Jivaclcvn, 
T. 88, !)O; Jobaa, I. 175; ~iigaha, I.33; ~iuQa, I. ·18, 72; Tilonl).a, 
I. 13G; Duggasat.li, II. '.H; Duggasiha, IL 8, 10; Dhal)a<lcva, 
lV. 11 ; Dhutfa, IV. G ; Pniicarnal).l"Lha, I. lG, 57 ; Babma, I. 1 ; 
13ahmaatta, I. 82 ; :\burn, I. lHb ; J-Iauracleva, I. 22, 15G; 
Miiurdcva, IV. !) ; )lidadeva, I. 12,1, 12G; Hajja.ntta, I. 157; 
Havivappa, III. 10; Wihii. I.120; Lalaa, III. 27, 28; LalabnsahfLvn, 
I. G2, III. 25; Lalinsahiiva, II. 14, III. 13; Lo1)U:l, II. li, 12; 
Viac,lr,lha, III. 17, IV. 31; Vijjii, I. G; Vimalaeva, I. 117; Veiila, 
I. 177 ; Vera1)iia, I. SJ, SG, 107, 109 ; V elii1)iia, I. 139 ; Silu.ryihi, 
I. !lG, ll8; Suddhakai, I. 78; Suddhar:ia, I. Ill ; Suddhasabi"iva, 
I. 9, 10, 18, 20, 2G, 30, :32, 3G, :38, 51, 55, U, 101, 115, 132, 134, 138, 
151!, lGl, 171, 173, II. LG, 2G, 27, III. l!), :n, 32; Suddhasila, I. 49, 

59, 6'1, 80, 10:3, IOJ, Ill, 113, 128, 1:37, 1'17, 1'18, 1G7, 169, III. 12, 

IV. 18; Suha<Jariia, HI. 18; Harantta, I. 7G; Haradiisa, I. 42; 
Hiila, I. 97. 

10. Out of these [i8 authors, as mnny as ,18 arc quote<l for 
the Pr:i.lqta metres a.ud 10 only for the Apahhr::nn8a ones. All 
except four or five arc new. None except perhaps t.hc doubtful 
Anga.vai=Angariin. nnd I-Inla., arc found in Weber's list given on 
p. LVII of the German eclitiou of Saptn::iatrdrnm of I-liila. :;\<lost 

nf them have only 011c or two examples to their credit, though 
Angiiragarya, Sulldhasah:ivn, and Sudcllmsila have resp. 18, 27 
and ](i. A few of the names appear even suspicious. Thus 
VernQiia and Vel:""tJ):ia 111ay be iuentical and the ::iame rnay be true 
oDTaum, Maiirndeva, and perhaps 1\'l:iuradeva on the one hand and of 
Ba.lrnm and Bahma.at!:a on tltc ot.her. Similarly the five names 
Sila1:iihi, Suddhalrni, Smldharii.n., Suddhusuhiiva and Suddhasiln. 
are too similar to he the names of different persons. Some of 
these, along with the names Kalii~uriia, Ja1:ianm1:iii1:iauda and 
perhaps Veab arc significant. nicknames. It is again curious to 
note tltat two among t.J1esc poets arc women, R:i.hii and Vijjii.. 
The many stanzas ascribe<l to Angiiragai:ia, Suddhasah:iva and 
Su1ldhasila arc all in different metres and nrntunlly disconnected. 
This might suggest tlmt these stanzas were composed. with a definite 
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purpose, U'.., that of illnst.rating the dilTL•rent Priikrta metres, 
which means that these anthors had themselves composed treatises 
on Priilqta metres aml composed their own illustmtions like 
Hemacandra. At first. sight, the theory looks improbable but 
when we remember that at one time there clid exist; .sevcrnl works 
on Priilqta metres, as is shown by me at • Apabh rari18a Metres,' 
paras 30-31, it need not be di8cardecl at onec as impo;;sible. The 
uamcs that are familiar in the nbovc list am only those of U<lbhata, 
Kiili<liisa, Vii;;adhara (Pingala) and Hiila. None of the stanzas 
ascribed to these poets, however, is traceable\ in tliPir published 
works. On the other hancl, the stanzas quoted in the names of 
IGilicli'Lsa :rnd Hftb arc very interest.ing. All stanzn:> at present 
kno\\'n l:o have been composed by !Hin. nre in the Gftthii met.re, 
while the one quoted by Svayamhhii is in the 8:m]iilavikri!Jita. 
]i'rom wha.t. \Vork of Hii.la then docs Svayarnbbii quote this verse? 
The quotation from Kiililliisa i:> still more puzzling. 'rlie only 
Pn'ilqtn stanr.as which n.rc ascribcll by t.radit:ion to Kiilidiisa are 
those Lllil!; occur in the IV th act of the Vikrarnorvasiyam. Looking 
to the context. of our stnnza, it seems to ftt in very well. at that 
place, but is not actually found there or anywlll're else in the 
printed edit.ions of the work. Usually tlJC;::e sta.uzas in the 
Vikramorva8iyn are believed uot to be written by l\:iilicL'isa ; hut if 
our stanza is prove<] to belong to thcVikrarnor\'11~i,l'<l, its nscription 
to Kiilidiisa by Svayamhhii who is at any rnte earlier tl1nn 1000 A.D. 
must lend great support to the Llwory that Kiilidasn. himself com
posed these stanzas. The sta.nz11 is beau t.iful anll would be quite 
appropriate in the mouth of the unfortunate king. It; describes 
how the Paliisa tree growing on the hanks of a river, wr,sasitwere 
offering libations of water tu his tlcceascrl comrades in the forest, 
with his hand in the form of a single leaf of a low branch repeatedly 
touching the waters of the river on account of a gentle breeze of 
wiucl. 

11. Among the ten poets quoted for the Apa.bbra1hsa metres, 
Govinda and Catunnukha are very important. Six stanzas from 
the former and five from the In tter are quoted by Svayumbhii. 
All the st.unzas of each are obviously drawn from t.he !:lame work: 
those of Govinda from a work written in t.hc Apablmtmsa language 
on the story of Hariva1i1Si1 or perhaps the early life of Srilq:?l).U, 
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and those of Caturmukha. from n. similar work on t.hc life of Sririima. 
In the Apabhram8a· portion of Svayambhu's work (ch;1pters IV
VIII), there are seven more stanzas 011 the story of the HarivamSo. 
(VI. 45, 58, 98, 102, 152, VIII. 2, 9) and nine more on the story of 
the R.iimfLyal)a (VI. 42, G5, 68, 74, 90, Hi5, VIII. 21, 2G, 27). 'l'hesc 
7 and 9 stanzas, though very similar to the G and 5 stanzas of 
Govinda aml Cnturmukl111 in point of style, arc nevertheless not 
nccompimied by the names of their autl10rs; yet it is very JJrobable 
t1111t all the 13 st:rnzas un the story of Harivn 1hsa were composed 
by Govimla nnd similarly all the l '1 stanzas on the story of 
Riimiiyai)a were written by Cahmnu.kha. Fu rt.her if this inference 
is correct.-ancl there is nothing which is likely to prove the 
contrary-we might gather one or two fact8 about these two 
Apabhrari1sa poets. Firstly, we wonld be able to say that 
Caturmuklrn at least was a .Taina, hccausc one of t.he unnamed 
at,·rnzas (VI. 2i) from t.hc Apal>hntrilfa Hiim:i.yar]:t is clearly based 
on the Jaimt version.of the Riim[LJ!1.l):t story. But perhaps both 
mny have been J a ina, Hince A pabhm1nsu poet:.ry was pri 111arily 
developed nnd nursed hy tl1e Jaiun. laymen, as is proved by me in 
paras. H-18 of my intrnduction to t.11cGiithiilak.;;:tl)a of'Narnlitii~lhya 
(cf. Annnls, BOHL 1!!32, vol. XIV, p. llff.). Secondly, the fact 
t.hnt no two stanzas 111110ng tl1csc I:~ or 14 arc composeil in the same 
metre is not without significance. It. is not impossible that both 
these poets cornposcd their works primarily with tl1c intention of 
illustrating the various metres in the Ap:ihhm1ns:t l:t11guagc. 'fhis 
is particularly evident. since Govinda's work on t.lw I-forivari1Sa. 
contains illustrations of almost all the varieties of the :\Eitrii metre, 
occurring in the snme cont.ex1; of the narrative, one nf'tcr the other 
(cf. IV. 17, 19, 21, 2:3, '.H, 26). 

12. The work is called Svnyambhiicclrn,n1lag after its author. 
In the stanza repeated nt the end of every chapter, it. is described 
as Paiiciifr.:fosiiral1huta, Bahuliirtha a1Hl Lakl:'yalaki:;it1Javi9uddha. 
Ari1sa, means a G11l)a, usually a Mii.triiga1)a. The word is used in 
this sense by old as well ns 1rnw writers on Priilqt:a metres; cf. 
Virahiii1lrn, I. 15, 18, 20, etc., NanJitii~lhy11, vv. 7; 9, 12, etc., 
Ratnasckhcra, Chandahkofa, vv. 52-54. The five A1ilsas or the 
Matrag:tl)as which arc generally usec1 in defining :Miitriivrttas are 
those that r.ontnin r~sp. 2, 3, •!, 5 nnd G MfLtras in t~cm. They are 
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called cla., la, ch, ]Ja, ~a by I-Icmncandra antl ka, ca. {a., ta, nml pa 
by Kavidarpai)a. Sv1iyarnhhii's work is in!:eudcd to be 'the 
essence of (mctrcR) bascrl on these five :'llatri"L Gal}as,' and also to 
give the definit.ions with illustration;; of lhcse essential metres. 
Svayambhi1 is an old writer. He is mentioned, (i.e., I. 106), as a 
respect.able author aloug with llharata and Pii1gala by 
I-Iemucandrn, at. Chandonusii.sana, p. lfa/IG. The opinion that 
there exist two different schools with rcgnnl to the Ynti ('i.e., 
cmsurn) in tlw mi(ltllc of a line of the Samslqta metres seems to have 
been expressed first by Svayamhhti. The school which disregards 
this YaL.i is according to him, represented by Mi'iQtJnvyn, Bharata, 
Kiisyaprt and Sait.nva. All 1.l1csc arc ancient writers allll 11re often 
mentioned by Virahiinlrn an<l Hemacandrn. 'l'his studicll dis
regard of Yati docs not seem to have greatly impressed the peoplo 
and seems to have been given up in course of time. \Ve would 
probably not have known it., if Svayambhll hnd not recorded it. 
'fhis verse from Svayambhfl (I. lH) is qnotc1l by the co1nmentator 
of the Kavidarpal)a ou I. 8. Svayambhii IV. 3G again seems to 
hnvc been reproduced by the same commentator wit.hont. mention
ing his name on Kavidarpa1}n, II. 32. Svayambhii I. HO is also 
borrowed nt Knvidarpal}a, IV. 103. At present I do not know 
of any other references to either Svayambhii or 11 is work in olcler 
works on l\Ietre; cf. however, A.nnals, BORI., vol. XIV. p. 2. 

13. Svayambhu was very probably a Juina monk. The last 
few st.n.nzas of the work 'varrnnt such n. conclusion. Resides, in 
illustrating the Dal}c_la.ka called 1c-imab1-1na, he merely quotes the 
beginning of a stanza in that metre composed by one Vetii.1a, who 
obviously was n. Jaina writer. The verse in question contains the 
praise of 1\fobiivira and when Svayumbhii quotes merely the 
beginning of it, he means that the verse was very well-known 
and therefore did not rnquire to be quoted in full. Had Svayanibhfl 
Leen a Hindu writer he would probably not have done so, since a 
Hindu poet is not expected to either consider or mean that a stanza 
of Jaiua devotional poetry was well-known. In another place, 
Svayambhii indeed quotes in 11 similar mannera stnnza(lMC)from 
l\layiirn's Siiryasataka, but. this is perfectly natural and must not. 
lead 11S to suppose thnt he wn.s t.Jicrefore a Hindu ! Because, as 
descriLecl Ly me in pam. Hof my introduction to t.he Giit.hiilak.~mJ?.11, 
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(cf. Annahi, BORI., vol. XIV, p. 11), the Jn.inns were necessnrily 
compelled to study the important Kiivyns and N::i~.alrns of the 
Hindus for getting a good knowledge of the Sanslqta language. 
To a Jaina Pandit, therefore, these Kiwyas and Nii.takas were as 
well-known as they were to a Hindu Pandit ; but the latter was 
not expected to be so very well acquainted with the devotional 
literat,ure of the .Jn.inns. Thirdly, it must be remembered that the 
Ap~1bhramHit literature np1war::>. t-0 have been mninly tlcvelopcll by 
the ,Jain:Vl, and the S~·ayambhiicclrnndas which nssigns such a 
prominent; pince to the Apahhmmsa metres must ordinarily have 
been composed hy a .Taina. At least no Hindu author has yet 
been known who has cit.her written Apabhramsa poetry, or has 
contrilrntc1I in any significanl; manner to its <levclopment. 

14. fh·nyamhhii must have lived in the 10th century of the 
Christian era., at the earliest. Tho manner in which ho is quoted 
by Hcm::wandrn shows that he was scparn.tcd from t.he latter ut 
least by a century or so. But we cannot push him too far back 
and consider him as having livcLl a few ye1us after the two well
known poets of the 7th century, i.e., Srihar~a and l\foyl"mt, both of 
whom arc qnotcll by SvayamLhii at I. 1'14a, lHb. 'fhc developed 
state of tlw ApahhramSn. literature which is reflected in his treat
ment of t.l1c Apabhramsa metres clearly shows that Svayarnbhii 
cannot be assigned to such an early du te. 
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l\iATERIALS FOR AN ISJIAILI BIBLIOGRAPHY : 

1920-1934 

By AsAF A. A. FYZEE 

Last year while writing a paper of a popular character on 
"The Progress of Ismailitic Studies during the Inst fifteen Years," I 
I conceived the idea of preparing a bibliography of all works on 
Ismailism which have appeared during the Inst 15 years. The 
need for this is twofold. In the first place, no classifiecl bibliography 
of Ismnilism has appeared so far. For Massignon's " Esquisse,"2 

ns he himself realizes moro than any one else, was only tentative. 
It could not, in the then stnte of our knowledge of this very interest
ing sect, be anything else. In the next, since 1920 the materials 
at our disposal for the study of Ismnilism in all its phases have 
increased greatly. Although not a hundrellth part. of the true 
glory of Ismaili sciences, {iaqii'iq (esoteric philosophy), ta.'w[;' 
(allegorical interpretation of the Qur'ii.n nnd fiadilh), 'aqii'frl, fiqh, 
and the other forms of writing such as risiilas, sira.s, majrilis, 
have been studied, still the vista that has in the last few years 
been opened by Ismaili scholars presents a fascinating spectacle. 

The time has therefore come when stock may he taken of 
what has been accomplished and what remains to be clone. For 
this surely nothing is of greater utility than a proper bibliography. 
The preparation of such a complete and classified bibliography, 
having regnr<l to the comlitions in Bombay, is almost an impossi
bility. We possess no complete collection of works published in 
the East relating to Ismailism, much less all the European work 
on t.he subject. 

'l'his therefore is an attempt to pave the way for a more or 
less exhaustive bibliography which we hope to sec before the passing 
of our generation. Every attempt to make the list as complete 
and exhaustive as possible has been made ; and in this connection 
it. is a pleasure to acknowledge the kindness of my friend, W. 
Ivanow, who has been good enough to help me in particular with 

1 The lsmaili (Bombny), Ilirthdny No., 31 Jnn11nry 1935, p. 8-10. 
~ Soo Xo. 6 below. 
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the Russian titles. N everthelcss, it is necessary dearly to say in 
what directions t.he hibliogrnphy remairni incomplete, or at any 
rate, subject to doubt. First., t.lw work of all esoteric sects is 
difficult of 1wccss. The dilliculties are so peculiar aml sometimes 
so amusing that it may of itself he the subject of a very entertaining 
paper. Second, oriental research in the various European languages 
hns increased to such 1111 extent, that ono may well despair of 
collecting even the titles of all the works published. The late 
Professor Browne used to comph\in bitterly that scholarly work 
in the different European languages hacl reached such proportions, 
that it wns dcsimble to go back to Latin foi· embodying the results 
of research. \Vhen that \Vas the opinion of a versatile linguist 
working in Cambridge, what would be the position of an ordinary 
Indian working in Bombay 1 The languages tlrn.t were once 
supposed to be necessnry, as well as enough, \Vere English, French 
and German. But now Hnssian, Italian and Spanish have also 
acquired great importance. iWa.ny scholars hnvc cmichctl their 
own tongues by sehol11rly :researches ; probably p;ood work has 
been done in Dutch, Polish and Hungarian, and how is one to get 
in touch with it '? Tl1ird antl Inst, much valuable information 
is entombed in the Indian Blue Books, census reports, ethnologicnl 
surveys, special monographs, provincial p;azetteers, manualH of 
local customs, and the like, fnmili11rity with which is much to be 
desired, but difficult of achievement. 

It is to he hoped that readers of these pages, who are interested 
in the subject, will he good enough to communicate to me the 
titles of works and articles which have re111uined unnoticed. 

l!l20 

I. R. E. ENTHOVEN. Tribes n11d Castes of Bombiiy. 
i. l!l7-208 (Bohoms); ii. 217-230 (KhojllH). ('l'hi8 work is in three 
vols. Vol. I appcurccl in HJ20; Vols. II nncl III in l!l22). 

l!l21 

2. BORORAS. 1921, Cws11s of l11din, Vol. T, Part ii, pp. 151, llil. 
3. JDDGl\I.ENT in ,•frlvoe1i/.e-Oe11cml \T, YuNufr1llL Dt•cision of }lnrt.rn, 

J., in tho Chundabhoy Gulla case. (Homu11y High Comt). 24 
Boml,uy Lnw Reporter lOGO. (This jurlgn1cnt is not fully reported 
herr; it· is only an abriclgcrnrnt of the clnliomtc judgment cleli\•crcd 
hy Mn rt.en, J.) 
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l!l22 

•I. IVAXU\V, \Y. /.rnuiiliii'.r:a., f and II. ille111.. Asia/. Soc. of llr.n'Jiil, 
YJH, No. l, 1-70. Cal1a1tt:1. 

ii. l\'AXO\V, W. An lsmnilitic Pedigree. J.ASIJ, .J();J.(l. (lHsue<l iu 
Octol1cr l!l2:l.) 

G. .llIAS~IGXO~, L. Esqui~~c cl'mw J3ibliographin Q1trma\c. 'Ajiiu· 
11ii.11m ( .-\ Volnnw of ~t ndies prescntrn.l to E. G. llrownc on his liOth 
Birthday, Cambridg:L·), :l:?S-:1:!!1. 

1. N.:\~l H-I .KHCSHA \\'. Ziidu'l-Jlusrifiri.n. Pcrsinn toxt, ctl. Dr. 
j[. B. Hchman. Ka\·iani Pr"s:,, Berlin. 

8 . .!\"-:\~JJ-:.1 KHCSRA\V. Sl/frtr Nriow. \\'it.11 Rr1wslun11Ti Il'rillw arnl 
Sct'<"icfot Nu.1111t. K11siani 1'1·•!>1~. Bel'li11. 

1n::rn 
\l. IV ,\NOW, \\'. Imam Jsmnil. .J.-18/J, 305-10. 

10. De LACY O'LEARY. Short l/i.-tory of the Fa.timid lllH1/ija.te, London. 

Hl2~ 

11. NAf?IP.-I KHDSlL\W. !fojh-i Din. Kavinni Press, Berlin. 

l!l2;i 

12. SEl\lENOV, A. A. Prntirnrcchiyn \' uclwniyi o pcrcseltmiyi cln~h 

u J'umi1,;kikh ismaililov i 11 Xnsir-i-Khosro\'ll. (Contradictions 
<Inns Jes avis sur In nwtl•mps.vehoso 1lans les oell\Tcs do Nuasir-i· 
Khosran ct chcz lcs i1rniniliens de Pnmir). Bulletin de l' £1-nfrcr.~ile 
<lc'A8ic Oenlmle, Ko. !l, Tnshkent, lOa-117. 

l!l2li 

13. NIZARi QrHIST:\XI, (l~nkim) NA'll\fC'D-DlK h. JALALC'D-DIN. 
[)as/iir-.i\"a.1110. Ed. E. Bertels. Vostoclrniy Shornik, Lcningrnd, 

:l7-104. 
H. SlDIENO\', A. A. K dognwtiko pamir~kogo ismailisma (On the 

dogmatics of Pnmir Ismnilism. A trnnslution with eo111111cnts on 
UJC 11th Chapter of lho IJ"aj11-i Din). 'InshkC'nt, pp. 52. 

I!l27 

l!l28 

15. IKH\VAXl:-'~-.'?A.FA. Rrmi'il. Edited by Khniru'rl-1\in az-Zurukli. 
Introduction by Dr. f'ii Hii J!nsain and Al.unad .Znki Pasha. •1 parts 
hound in 2 \'ol:i. Cairo, 1:147 /l!J:?S. 

Hl. SE:'ITENOV, A. A. Tsmailitskay:t oda, JlOs\·iashcennayn vnploshehcni· 
ynm 'Aliya-hoga (l:nc ode ismuelitc d&li&> aux incan111tions do 
'Ali-dicu). /rcrn(Lcmingrad), II, 1-24. (C-ontains thoC!rt,9idn-i Dlwrriya 
of Hn<1qiimi Khuriisiini). 
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)\)~!) 

17. FYZEE, ASAF A. ,\, Tkqu(·~t~ to lfrirs-T~maili L!w. JJ/!JflAS, 
J.11 nm! :ll !Jo111/m.y Law Reporltr, ,'Joumal, 8,t 

IS. NA$l J:. T .K HTSIL\ \\'. JJimiu, wit.h Rmcs!w11ii'i-Xii111ri and 811'1idat .. 
S1i11111., printed in 'J'l'hran. 

l!J. SE:\lEXOV, A. A. lsmnilit8kiy p:llK~irik oho7.hc,;ldcnnon111 ',\Jiyu 
Fedni Khornsan~kngo (Un pant'h'..\Tique ismnclitc d' Ali divinise, 
fnit par Fcda'i l\:honuHmi). fr.rn (Lenningrad), HI, 51-ill. 

rn:io 
20. HITTI. I'. Origins of the Dru~c People. New York. 
2J. LEVY, H. The 11cen1111t. uf the Isnrnili rloctrines in tlwJ1Im.i 'nl-Tcimirikh 

of H11Hhi<l al-Din Fu<,llallilh. .JJUS, 509-fJ:lfi. 
22. l\IEH DIBAGHW A LLAHS. Judgmc·nt. of the Privy Co1111cil in 

. .lln.1w111marl Ibrahim Ri·m ]lalak \". '/'he Co11wiis-1io11a oj' lncome-Ta.x 
o.f Xttgp11r. 32 /Jn111l1"!J La1P Re1,ortcr l:J38. 

23. SEl\IENOV, ,\, A. Shughnansko-izmnilitskaya n . .Jnkh;iy11 "Knigi 
Svicut" ( -1..L;.} L:.:., J) Xnsir-i-Khnsrovn (Gnc 1·crlac:tion ismaelito 
rlc Slrngnnn chi ''Lino do la L1111iii;rc rle Nasir-i-Khnsrnu). Y,11piski 
(,llc:uwirrs dn Comile tlM Orientali11tcs), Lcningnul, V. i589-610. 

rn:n 
2·1. BOH011.AS. rn:n, Census of Inrlin, Vol. I, Pt. ii, 'fohlc XVlI, 

p. :i2!l; and Vu!. 1, l'nrt i, TnLlo XU, p. 46,1. 
25. BOWEN, HAROLD. The .~nr-y1tcllutsliti-s11yyculnri, tho" Tn!P of the 

'l hrce Schoolfellows," an cl the tnt~uycl of ~i~1i1n nl-~lulk. .I RAS, 
77 l·782. 

26. FYZEI<::, ASAF A. A. 'Introduction lo the Sturly ·~f ,Jfohomeda.11 'J..aw. 
Oxford Uni1·ersit.y Press, pp. 30-:lS. 

27. FYZEE, ASAF A. A. Jsmaili Law of Mut'a. 33 Boll!/;ay I.aw Reporter, 
Jo1mml, :l0-32. 

28. HAMDANI, H. Ji'. Tho Life nnol Times of Queen Sniyicln, Arwii., tho 
Sulnihid of Yemen. JRCAS, XVII I, !i05. 

29. IVANOW, \V. An bmnilitie Work by N1i~iru'd-din 'fiisi (An analysis 
of tho R1tw~11t11.'l-'1'11-sli111). J R:IS, li27-5fi4. 

30. IVANOW, W . .Alamut. Jourmtl of the Royal Gcoymphiwl Society, 
38 .. 15. 

:ll. JUDG:\IENT in t.ho llURHANPCli DARGAH CASE. 'l'nya.UaU 
Jlrtlwmer/11.li v. ,lfulln Abrlu.lhnsein rrnrl others. Suit No. :12 of 1!125, 
Court of lst Cliiss s11h-j11dgc, Ilmhnnpur, CJ.•., G. S. Khor, Esq. 
J1ui,,;111e11t <fo)irnrcd OJI 2 ,Jnnunry l!l:Jl ; pulJJi~heil by the plaint.iff, 
October l!l3l. Hrittnnic Press, Fort, Ilomlmy. I 15 pagus. Seo 
No. GO ill·low. 

'.t?. JU\VAYNJ. Tn'ril·h-i-.la1uin-Ou8luiy. Persian tr.xt edited in focsi
rnile, wit.11 nn Inlr0<l11ction Iiy Hir E. Denison lfoss. Royal AHiatic 
Society, London. Jnmes Forlong Funil, Vol. X:. 
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33. KHAt·s, P,\CL. HcLraischc and Hyrischo Zil.nt-0 in ismii.'ilitisclwn 
Schriftcn. Der 1 slam, XIX, 2·13. 

l!l32 

34. FYZEE, ,\SAF .A. A. Jsmnili Law of Nut'<i. ,IJJBRAS, Sli-88. 
3!i. FYZEE, ASAF .-\. A. Jsmnili L1tw of Wills. :14 JJ011dmy .La.w Reporter, 

Journal, 8!l. 
30. lLDII>ANT, R. F. 'l'he History of Jsmnili Da'\\'at nncl its Literature 

during the last phnso oft.ho Fntimicl Em1iire. J RAS, 12G. 
37. HAl\IDANr, H. [?. 'l'he Rasri'il 11.·limln rt~·~'lttfii in the Liinraturo 

of Uie hnrnili 'fai~·il>i Dn'wn.t.. Der ]8la111, XX, 281. 
:18. HAS.Di' IHRAHT.\I HASAN. al-Fri/imiy11n Ji ,lli,ir. Ministry of 

I 111blie Instructio11, Egypt. Covornment Press, Cairo. 
3!). IVAN OW, \V. ,\11 Ismnili Jntcrpret.!Ltion of Oulslum-i Raz. ,/I/BRAS, 

GO. 
40. JV :\!'WW, W. XoteH s111· L' Fmmu'l.J\itiib, REI, 4In--1S I. 
•II. .JCDC:.\IE.l\'l' in ~Jkbrmtlly Ada.111ji Pccrbhoy v. M1111-0111etlally Adnmji 

Pcerblwy. 34 Bonrlm.y La.w Reporter 055. (Tn this enso Tynbji, J., 
of tho High Court of llombny, dcnls with Dii'iidi Bohorn lllosqnes 
am! the J>O\\'erH over them or the High Priest.). 

42. KTIALTS, l'. Ln Bibliogrnphio lsma{>licnne de \V. Ivn.now. REI, 
lV. ·ll'.i:J .. l!)(J, (A review of No. 40. Appcarc<I in 1!)34). 

43. SA.i\IOUY f, J. de. A Trcntiso on tho Qitrmat.inns in Uie Ki/rib 
r1[-J/rmlci;m11 of Hm a].,Jn111.i. Riuislu. <leyli St.nrli. Oric1;fali, XIII, 
248-2flfi. 

4·1. 'fAIYfB'ALI 'ABO AH..RASUi.. nn<l AIJ.i\IAD 'ALt 'ABD AR-HASUL. 
Sirrtl·i Sui11id-11ii al-Qri(li 1111-Nu'mifo. Jn Urdu. 48 pp. )l]iidiri 
Press, ,Julibnlpore, C.P. 

J!J:l3 

45. (Shaikh) 'AJlDCL-LtlH b. nl-!l[urt.n~lii nl-Khnwiibi nl-Ismii'III. al
Fala.J:u'd-DnumYir Ji Sluin111'il A'im.mati'l-A#luir (A History of 
JsJTinilism writ.ten by a Syrinn Xiznri). Al-1\In~bo.' al.l\Jiiriiniyn, 
J::lnlnb, pp. 2i 5. 

B..\H,\ S:\YYID-KA (Haft Biib). See ~o. Iii below. 
40. BERTELS, E. 8afru·.Nii11ra. of Nii:iir·i Klmsmw, Trnnsln.tccl into 

R11ssinn ('/) (See RI, iii, SG!l). 
·ti. FYZEE. ASAF A. A. /.rnra.ili Law of Wills. Araliic Text, nrlited ancl 

tmnslutcd into English, of the Ilitii/m'l. JVa,qiiyii from the Dn'a'im11.'l
Jslci111 of the Qii<.li nn-Nu'mr1n b. l\Iuhnmmnd. Oxford university 
Press. (See n.lso :H Bom. Lnw Reporter, ,JI. 80.) 

48. H..\.\IDA::\T, H. F. Some Unknown Jsmaili Authors uncl their Works. 
,/ RA8, :l;i!l-3i8. 

40. JVANO\V, \V. A 011icle lo lsma.il-i Lr'.lcra.lute. Royal Asiatic Society 
Londo11. I'rizc I'ulilicntion Fund, \'of. XffT. 
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!iO. !\'ANO\·\', \\'. Di1tYin of Khiil.·i /{honi8ri11i. PNsian toxt.. abridged 
edited wit.It nn introduction. Islamic Hcsenrch :\ssot,iation Series, 
No. I. Bomha.y. 

lil. IVANO\V, \\'. 'l'll'o Ea.rly /.rnwili 'l'rrnliscs. /loft Jirilii /J1ilici Sayyid
wi nnd ~1lnflu/n1'l.Jll11'mi11in hy Xn~irn'd-Din 'fiIHi. Persinn text, 
edited with nn introdudion. Islamic Hcscarch A~~<H'i11tion Series, 
No. 2. Bombay. 

!i2. IVAXO\V, \\'. 'J'rne illecmi11g of Rdigion. Ri.;iilo 1iu.r IJ.11qiqali Din 
by Shihiibu'cJ.din Shiih. l'i>1~ian text, with n cu111plute English 
trnnsl11t.ion. THlnmic Rc8carch 1\Hsocintion Sllri<'H, ::-\n. :l. Bombay. 

/i3. JHAVERI, K. :'IL (Dewan Bahndm). A Legcndnry History oft.ho 
Bohorns. .! BRR.AS, 37 ·52. 

KHAKI KI-fOIUSAXL 8cc No. 50 nho1·c. 

li!. l\IU'TAZID WALI-CR-HAl-L\L\X. The PRFhology of Nnsir-i· 
Khusroll'. Jour1111l of the Os111r111ia. Duirersity Colleyr:, Hydcrnbnd, 
Deccan. Vol. i, pp. Gl-87. 

NASiltC'D·DfN 1TSI. Ser Ko. 51 alio1·c. 
SHil-JA.BU'D.JHN h. Ali Slm!J. Seu No. 52 nhovc. 

u5. TIUTTON, A. S. Notes ou somo f8111nili :tl'L'3R. B808, VII, :J::I . 

. 'i6. FYZEE, ASA F A. A. Qii~li nn-Xu'miin, the Fa timid Jurist and 
Author. J RAS, 1-:32. 

57. FYZEE, ASAF A. A. A Chronologicnl List of tho I111iims nnrl Dii'is 
of the l\Iusla'lian Jsmnilis. J JWR.-18, 8-17. 

58. FYZEE, AHAi~ A. A. An Ancim1t• COP.Y of Da'ci'i11111'l-fahim. Bombay 
Univernily .Journal, II, 12i ·I :13. 

GO. HAMDAI'\f, H. F. The Lettl·rs of nl·"fostan~ir IJi'J.liih. BSOS, VII. 
307-32-t 

IBN HANT. See N'o. G3 below. 

00. JFDG!lmK'l' (Appellate Court) in tho RCRHAl\PUR DARGAU 
CASK Heo Nu. :n nbove. Court; of tlw A<lditionnl ,Judicial Com
mhisionor, Nagpur, C. P., P. TI. Rl:nplcH, Esq. Jl!nn8oora.li rmcl olher8 

v. TayabaU mu! others. 1st; Appcnl No. 52 of l!l:ll. ,Judgment 
dcliverccl on 25 October 103-1; .Judgment. printed prh'lltt•ly Inter. 
25 pngcs. 

01. l\IAl\10CR, P.H. Polemics on tlie Origin of the Fatimi Criliph.q, Luznc, 
London. 

62. STROTH!lfAl'\N, P... Jemeni~ehes fsnrnilitentmn 11ach unvori)IJent· 
lichtcn Polcmikm1. ZD.:l/(,', Hand 88, pagti * :l2. ~ 

63. ZAHID A Lr. T11/1yinu'/.Jlrt.'1i11i fi. Shar~ Dimin Jim lliini. Diwiill 
of Ilm Hiini, Pditecl in the original with a comnwntary in Arnbic. 
l\Ia~ba'utu'l·:'lln'iirif, Cairo. l3;3:l/l!l:3!. 
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SUPPLEllIENTAH Y. 

(a) Undatctl articles ancl books. 

65 

64. (Minn Blmi :ihllla) ABDUL HUSAIN. G11lzr1re Dri111li (for thcBohrns 
of India). Tu English. Th.is note wits 111e11nt as fl Su1iplcmcnt. for 
un nrt.icle on tho llohrns printed on pages l!i-23, Vol. XVII of the 
Ethnographic Survey, Ccntml Provinces. Printed ut tho Anmrsinhji 
PrcsR, Lui D11rw11u1, Lulkulm Loclgc, Aluncclnbn.d, by Pathnn Nurkhan 
Amirkhan V11kil. 22:1 Jmges. No elates. iiOO copies wnrc print.ad. 

65. 8a~ifatu',q.$a.liil. ]~or the uso of Sulnimiini Bohorns. In Frein, 560 
pages. Lith. i\Ju~~afa'i Press, Bombay. Xo dntc. Ca. l!H5. 

66. HO HOH.AS. Tho Historic Tudkeilhwnr Document (being tho Farman 
of His Imperial J\Iujcsty Shahinshu.h ,JAJ-[,\KGIH(l60!i- lfi27) gmntml 
to the fammu1 Jaginlnr l?:rn1ily of Tmlkcshwnr. 'l'rn.nslrtted from 
the Persinn. Printed at the Muslim-Gujrnt l'rrss, Surat und .Published 
by l\fr. Ismail ~fohnmcd Dcsni of Ta(lkcshwnr. Xo elate. l'a.. 1932. 

G7. The following nrt-ielcs from the l.'11c!Jcloµ1.e1lir1 rd ls/a.111 ( Leidcn-IA>nclon, 
l!JOfi-in COlll'n(' of puhliclLtion) rnn.y nlso ho consulted: 

BS. 
6!l. 

70. 

71. 

-·J ·-· 

Vol. I A Riis (Gohhiher); Assassins; llii\;iniya (Carra <le Vaux): 
Hohoms (Arnold); Drnzcs (Citrm de Van:\"). 

Vol. II. Fntimids (Grnefo); Jkhwiin nl-/?ufii (T. .f. Doer) ; 
Jsmii'iliyn (Hunri); ~(ar11111(.iiu1s (llfossignon); Khojn (Yusuf Ali). 

Vol. III. (Tn course of publication). nl-:\fo'aiyad li'l-Din Hilm.t 
Allah Shirii1.i (Hamclani); nn-Nu'miin, tho Qiir.li (Fyzco); Nii<iir· 
i·Khusrn.w (Ht,rtcls); and ot.her nrticlca. 

\'of. fV. Snb'i.rn (Strotlununn); Shi'n (Strothmann); Yiim and 
Ya.mun (Grohmnnn). 

The S11pplemr11I which is in course of pnhlicntion will nlso contain 
tnnny ynhrnlilc ar\.iclcs, for mm.mple, lsmii'iliyn (W. lvnnow). 

(fl) Olclcr urt.icles and books. 

ll0111/,ay Gaze/leer ( 18!1ll), Yol. IX, Pnrt ii, 25-34. 
ROSE, H. A. O/os.mry of 'l'ribes rind Ca.sics of lite P1111jnb mul Nortli

IJ'esl Pronlier l'to1Jince. Gon•rnmcnt Pross, Lnhore, llll!l. Vol. I, 
fi07 (Ismaili~111); fi·l3 (Khoj1u1). 

SACHEDCNA NAN.TIA~! (Assistant Hcnmuo Commissioner, Cntch). 
Khoj1& l' mllii11l11 (History of tho Shi'n Imiimi Ismii 'iii Khojas). 
For KhojilS only. Shamslwr ]3nhadur Pross, Alrnwd1Lb11d, Gujru.t. 
A.I>. 18!l2, foin.11wiit. Yen.r l!l48, 2G8 pagos, dorni 8vo. 

WILSO.N', JOHN. Imli<m C118fc. Bohrns, ii. IJ!J. 2 vols. Blackwoocl, 
London. Pri11tl'd aL the Times of Indio. Oflicc, Boml1n.y, 1877. 

KITTS, EUSTACE J. A On111pc111lium of t/1P. C11,~tes and J'rilicsfound 
in India. Bornliay Eclucn.tion ::ioeiety's Pn•ss, 1885. .Uohorall, 
p. 4 ; Kbofas, p. 11. 

Bombay, April, I!J31i. 



SHORT NOTE 

THE ABHIRA-THAIKC:TAKA DYNASTY 

By S. V. YrsuWMIATHA 

The Abhim-Traikiitakas were among the earliest dynasties 
of Medineval Dckhan. It has generally been supposed that these 
were two distinct dynasties, though, not more than one king is 
known so for, and could he taken to belong to the Abhiru. (Dub
reuil, Dekhan). The Abhirai'! have been looked upon as a separate 
dynasty who flourished in the middle of the 3rd Century A.D., 

while the Trnikiitakas are nssignetl to a Inter age. The region 
over which this dynasty held sway was identical with or formed 
part of the territory of the Western Kshatrapas. The dominion 
of the Trnikiitukas is aho admitted to have extended over the 
same tract of t.erritory on the West Coast. 

The Abhiras and Traikr1tnkas really belonged to the same 
family, the dynasty ordinarily known ns Traikiitalm being only 
the descendants of the Abhiras. The word Abhira denotes only 
the hill-race or tribe to which the family belonged ; and the 1bhims 
are mentioned among the tribes that were subject to Samudra
gupta's rule. The title " Traikiitaka " of the dynasty fa only 
" regional " and indic11t<!s that their territory lay round Trikutn. 
on the \V estern Coastal region. It included probably a good part 
of the North Bombay Presiclency, Gujarat and Kathiawar. This 
dynasty played perhaps only 11 snrnll role in the history of India ; 
but its importance lies chiefly in the fact. that it had its riso from a 
low racial origin, and though some of its early memhers nre known 
only as having served as commanders under the \Vestern Ksha trupas, 
they could establish n ruling dynasty on the decline of the power 
of their suzerain. This incident was of such an outstanding 
significance that it beeame a land-mark in the history of the Dekhan 
and was the origin of a new era beginning with A.D. 248. The 
Kataehuri.~ or Cbcdis adopted the same era in their inscriptions. 
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'rhc Ahhira-Traikutalms are stated to be the Western neighbours 
of the Vakiitakas and the Kadambns ; and Trikiita is mentioned 
in the Ajanta inscription as one of the countries indndecl in the 
conquests of the Viikiitaka King Hnrisena (C'. f.i00-530 A.D.). 
Probably the fortune of the dynasty fell after this conquest, and 
no inscriptions of these kings arc met with beyond the year 500 
A.n. The lower limit of their rule seems to lie somewhere about 
this date. 

Even while this country was in the firm grip of the Western 
Kslrntrapas, we meet with nn .i\.hhira commander (Scniipati) 
Rudrnbhii.ti by name, the son of a commander Biilrnka, mcntioncrl 
us a donor in one of the Western Kshatrap:t cpigrnphs, dated 
Salm 103=181 A.n. (l'IHl. Ant., X. 157). Obviously, these 
Abhiras served ns commanders under the Kshatrapns, and wielded 
enormous influence under their kings. Two more names of Abhira. 
chiefs arc met with in an inscription at Nnsik (Ep. Ind., VIII, 88£), 
of the ninth year of Abhira lsvnrasemi, son of l\l;i.~lhariputra 
Sivndat.ta Abhira. The former, who in all probability is identical 
with a king lsvnrnd11tta whose coins arc met with in the same 
region on the West Coast, (Rapson, Coins, p. CXXXVI; sects, 
4:l, 1:~2 and 13·1) appears to be the first J\.bhirn. chief to rise to the 
position of an independent ruler. He could have p;ot this glory 
only dming the period of a temporary decline in the fortune of the 
Western Kshatrnpn kingdom and the short period of general 
confusion that followed the death of .Jivadiiman. As Rapson 
says, the first symptoms of a decline of the Wm1tcrn Kshatrnpa 
power nct.ually begun to appear about 245 or 2,lG A.D. in the 
reign of Vijayasena (Rapson, p. 137). 

Obviously, in the midst of this confusion, tho Abhira carved 
out n portion of the W estcrn Kshatrnpa territ-0ry for himself 
nnd rose from the position of vassalage to be the founder of a 
new 1\ynasty of kings. This incident should have taken place 
after 2'15 or 246 A.D., and 11ot before, ns Rapson seems to hold, 
while fixing the period of rule of lsvaradatta of his coins between 
2:rn and 239 A.D. (p. OXXXVI) At the same time, we nre also 
told that the Weskrn Kshatrnpas were able to retrieve their 
lost fortune even in the reign of Danrnjadnsd, the son of Vijayasena. 
Isvarasena could thus have been king only for a "very short period. 
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It is therefore highly probable that he assumed t.hc t.it.le or kiug 
on September 5, 2·18 A.ll., which elate has been t.aken (E7J. Incl., 
IX, 120) to mark the Traikl"1takn or Chetli era. l8varascna 
or ls\'aradatta was probably the founder of the era an<l of the 
Tmikiit.aka dynn.sty of kings. 

Nothing more is heard for a time ol' the Abhira or of. the new 
family that was founded by Isvaradatta. As stated above, the 
sway over his territories passed once more to the Western Kshatra
pns. There is only one piece of direct evidence to imlicate that. 
Isvaraclatta nntl his successors should have been driven eastward 
into the Chccli country and that is the era th:it Isvaradn.tt.a had 
founcle<l. The Abhim fugitives Hhould have found themselves in 
the Checli country rouml about Tripum (Tewnr) and Kalinj11ra, 
Rntanpur and Raipur. Herc, they forgot their ,\bl1irn origin aml 
claimed affinity with tlw Hel1ayas who harl already Jwld sway in 
the new region of their occupation. The original .:\bhira orTmikl"1-
taka em came thence to be known 11.!'I the Chec1i era. 

"\Vhcn the "\Vestern Kshat.rapa empire began to decline, 
especially after the time of Ruclrasena III {C. 3GO A.n.), there was 
a chance for the family in exile to return once more to the Abhira 
c01mt.ry, the original region over which they had once ruled in the 
West Coast. BcsidcH, they should have been pressed back by the 
Viikatakas who were rising to power. This account.:; for the 
appearance of a line of kings rnling in the territory round 'frikii\:<i. 
in the 5th Century A.Tl., known ordinnrily as the Tmikiitakas. Tl1c 
original Abhirns had, however, become brahmnnical in their ways 
after their emigration, under the influence of the Hchaya~, and if 
the term Ibhirn. is not met with at all, J1crcafter, as dcnot,ing a 
line of rulers, it is for this reason. 

Coins unearthed from tl1is " Tmikutaka " territory on the 
West Coast men t.ion three names of kiugs belonging to the Traikiitaka 
Jynasty. Tlwsc arc Illllraclat.t.a, his son Dahrasena or Dahragal).a 
and his son Vyiighrascna (.J.B.B.R.A.8., XXTII, 1-7). Au inscrip
tion of the second of these engraved on the Pardi Plates (.J.B.B. 
R.A .S., XVI, p. MG) is cla.tecl in the year 207 of the era of t.hc 
Traiklitakas, rwd it brin.[s therefore the year A. u. 'li)!j within t.hc 
reign of this king. 'fhe Surat Pint.cs of Vyiighrasena (Ep. Incl., 
XI, 219) give this kin~ Rimilurly the date 48!) A.D. 
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The full genealogy of the Abhirn-Traikntalm dynasty will 
be as follows :-. 

Biilutka Abhira 

I 
Hudrabhnti 

lsT Lr~n:. 

M a~11tariputra Sivaau.tta 

l\lii\lharlputm Isvarasena 

l 
J 

liJ0-230 A.D. 

As the year 181 A.D. falls in the life-time of Ruclrabhriti, 
and 248 in that of Isvarasena, it is possible that there was only 
one generation between the two. If so, Sivadatta may be the son 
of Rudrabhnti. 

Indra Datta 
Dah rasena 
Vyii.ghrasena } C.400-500 A.D. 

Numismatic evidence is to the effect. that Saka 310=A.D. 
388 is t.hc last known date of the Western Kshatrapas (Hapson). 

The em heg-inuinµ with 248 A.I>. is met with in use among 
tl1n Abhira-Traikiitakas, the Chetlis and Kiibchuris. Heccntly 
l\lr. K. P. Jayasvnl expressed the view thnt thi8 "Chcdi cm was 
founcbl by the Viikhtakas." I hope to deal with this subject 
at greater lenr,rth la1cr. If this be accepted, t.Jw following 
in1porl::rnt rp1cstions will he left unanswered. Why should the 
era not have been known as the Vii.k:itnka era, if it was 

founded by this dynasty. The Vakiitakas were certainly 
the mm;t important dynasty of the Deklmn in the period. 
Was the country occupied or ruled over by the Vftkiitakas the 
same as the Chcdi (K1it.acl111ri) or Trnikntaka c:.ountry; and how 
to account for the use of this cm in the inscriptions of the latter 
awl in the West Cl•ast '? These qnestions will only be soked 
if it is taken that the 1)ra wns foun<lcll on the West Coast by the 
Ahl1ira chief Hvaraclat.t.a in commemoration of the establislu11ent 
of thl>. Alihira-'l'rnikiitaka dynnsty, on the decline of the 
\Vpstcrn Ksliatr:qm rule on the We~t Cunst. It may be that 
Vindhyafakti " the brmncr of Viikiitalm race" founded this 
line of kings in the same year. It tra \'dl~d wit.h the Ibhiras 
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into the interior and wa.s used by the line of Icings tha.t 1mccce<lerl 
them in the region of their sct.tlemeut. or was relatccl to them 
in any way. Thus, the kings of the Ka.tachuri dynasty, Krislmar:ija, 
Sa.nkaragal).n, and Duddhariija are seen t-0 use this era in dating 
their inscript.ions. 

Now to give a. summary of our main conclusion, the dynasty 
of kings known mi the Traikiitakas is only a later line of the 
Abhirn, family. 

Isvar:rnena or lsvaradatta was the first Abhira-Traikiitaka. 
king and the founder of the era beginning with A.D. 2'18. The 
Traikiit.akns were Abhir:rn by race, and were so called bccam;e of 
the region of their rule, which was more or less the region of sway 
of the Abhirn-TraikiitnJrns, and Western Kshatrapns. 

In the fin;t period, A.D. Hi0-2GO the A.bhira-Traikiit1L~rns 
were only commamlers and vassals of the ·western Kshatrnpas. 
It was only the ki11gH in the second period, A.ll. ,100-500 

that came st.rictly to be styled as the Tmikiitalm line of kings. 
The Katachuris or Chedis were closely related to the Ahhiras, if 
t.hey were not, espccfally t:he la.tcr kings, directly their dcsccn<lant .. 'l 
in the Chcdi country. 



REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

THREE KEW WOUKS O~ THE HISTORY OF ISl\IAILISl\l 

Prince P. H. l\:lAl'llOUR. Polrmics on the Origin of the Fatimi Oal1:phs. 
London (Luzac & Co.), 193'1. 231 pp. 

This book, though appearing in English, "sounds" very 
Arabic, closely recalling the diction, wnys of reasoning, and the 
general style of Arabic theological and historical lit€rature. It 
is apparently the most int-cresting of the t.hree new works on the 
hist-ciry of Ismailism which are reviewed here. It tnkes up t.he 
most difficult question, whether t.he Fa timid caliphs reall.Y clesccndc<l 
from Imam Ismfdl, son of lrna,m Ja,'far, and thus from 'Ali and the 
11 rophet t.luough his daughter Fntima. The. author diligently 
collects much material concerning the versions of their genealogy 
given by different historians, genealogists, controversionalists, 
etc. On one or two occasions he vaguely refers to " Ismaili 
literutme," but the impression is t,]rn,t he had no genuine Isma.ili 
books at his rlisposul. Though he perused a large number of works, 
there arc still many, cspecirtlly Persian, which could be adde<l 
to the list. 

He classifies nil the <lilforent variants of the genealogy of 
the Fatimids into several types, refuting those which he regards 
ns erroneous. The version which he accepts is that which was 
given in the official refutation by the Abbasid caliphs, ·i.e., that 
in which the Fatimids arc supposed to descen<l from l\iaymfm 
al-Qaclda}.i, and his son 'Abdu'I-lah. The author, rejecting the 
obviously fictitious genealogy of this M11ymfm, given in the officinl 
refutation, suggests that the nnme wns in reality a fictitious one, 
adopted by Imam Mu).rnmmnd b. Ismn:il, who had to live in 
strict disguise, hiding himself from the numerous ngents of his 
deadly enemies, the Abbasid caliphs. Prince Mamour spares 
no effort to convince the reader of his theory, which seems, on 
the whole, highly probable. 
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As is well known, there iH no question concerning the genealogy 
of the first seven T ma ms, from 'Ali to i\Iul.iammatl b. Ism:i •ii. But 
after him there is a dark period for over hundred years, when, 
with al-1\Inhtl\, the things become cle1ir again. For this period of 
satr, or concc11lment, the early Ismaili works cit.her prcHcrvc com
plete silence, or vaguely refer to al-A'1'.m11wtu'l-masNi.r/,n, 1'..c., the 
"Concealed Imams," without. giving any details as to who they 
were, nnd how many. Their names and sequence arc given only 
in the works which were composed several centuries later. It is 
really strange that when the Fatimids Imel alren1ly estCLblished 
themselves as powerful kings. 11nd there was no longer nny necessity 
to concea! themselves, they apparently never publishecl any official 
version of their genealogy in order to stop t.he nccusations of 
their numerous enemies which, indeed, were bound to create a 
certain misapprehension in the ranlrn of their followers. Still 
stranger is the foct that, as for as it is possible to see, there npparcnt.ly 
never was nny officially recognized version of the genealogy during 
this dark periocl, obligat-0ry t{) the whole community. At present 
there arc sevcra l versions, rer.ognized by t.lw d ifft•rt>nt su bsect:i 
of the Ismailis. The author defends tlw one whi·~h is accepted 
by the l\1ustiL'lians (who in India are known as Bohoras), who 
preserve the tradition of the later Fn.t:imirls. On the other hand, 
the Druzes, the Nizaris of Persia and India, each havl' a slightly 
different vcr;;inn. In the absence of any docunwnts it is 
impossible to cliHcover which of these i:-i the right. one. The great 
zerLl of the author, which mny be worthy of a clcvnterl Ismnili, 
cannot replace facts, or cloeunwuts which can prove t.hcm. There
fore the reader rcmairni uuconvinced, and the quest.ion is thus 
]eft to be solved by further rnsearches. 

Da. l:;IAsA .. "'l' Tnni\nrl\I I;lASA~. al-Fr1(imiyyii.n .fl Mi:~r 'llYt .tl'inalu
lwm as-Si'.yasiyya wa'rl-Dliiiyya. bi-11:ajh klllt§§· Ca.iro (Govern
ment Publication), 1932, pp. 22+3G7. With sevem] good 
photographs, and with maps on separate tables. 

The work, in Arnbic 
1s the author's doct.omte 
many of its neculiarities. 

(though originally written in English), 
thesis,-a cirenmstance which explains 

As usual in such nmbit.ious theses of 
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Enstern students, three qunrters of it consist of introductory and 
general matters wJ1ich nre merely extracts from, or summaries 
of the well-known, classical or other works of West.cm scholars, 
witbout which, in<lecd, no prngress in research cun be done, but 
which suffer much in such abbreviations and paraphrases by 
beginners. The contribution of the aut;l10r, in the way of unearthing 
fresh information, forms 11 very small proportion in the volmne, 
and thosn matters which directly refer to the subject mentioned 
in the title of the book are those dealt with in the chapters III, 
V, VI, VII and VITI. They (V nml VT) refer to the questions of 
administrative system of the lfatimids, intr0tlucml by them in 
Egypt, while VII nnd VITI arc clevotctl to wlmt can be uescrihed 
as tltc state of " material culture" n.t the period, n.nll various 
ceremonies at the Court. The author's promise to reveal something 
about their religious organisation remains unfollillcd. The 
information about the placeH in which lsmailism was preached in 
Cairo in reality iH nothing but a descriptive list of the architectural 
monuments of the dynasty. The nature of the doctrine prcnchecl 
in these mosq1H's, pnlaccs, etc., remains ohscme. It. is a pity 
that the nuthor did not make himself acquainted with tlw Wajhi 
d'i,11 and t.IH~ Zr1d11'l·m11s11firin of Ka~iri Khnsraw, wl1ich were 
already acccs8ihle at t.he time when he wns working over his hook. 
The first of these books ;rives n fairly correct ide:1 of the religious 
system, and the second-of the philosophy of t.Jw Fatimids. 

It seems that the Government of Egypt were right in publishing 
this work in Ar:tbie. For Egyptians themsrlvcs. nml for Arabic
rendiug public generally, it will be a very valunhlc novdty, and 
much of the material whicl1 presents nothing new to the Western 
student. will be read for the first time by those who cannot rend 
European languages. 

SHAYKII 'A1mu'1.-L;\II n. AL-Ml'RTAn;\ AL-KHAWAlli. al-Falaku'd
Daww11r JZ Shama'il-A'im111at1'.'l-A!/111r. Aleppo (Print. in the 
l\Iaronite Press), 1352/193:3, pp. 22+2i5. 

The work is rcmnrkahle in that it i.ci written, and even published, 
by a Syrinn Ismaili. Every one who knows t.lw great mystery in 
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which the Syrian Isrnaili;; always kept everything that. rrfprs to 
their religion ca.n appreciate the extent of the chungeg which arc 
now going 011, uvcn in the most isolate<! comnrnnities of the 
East. 

The work is divided i11tn two unequal parts. The first. occupies 
only 5G pages, and deals with vague and commonplace cliscussions 
on the subject of the part phycJ by Divine proyjJence in the world, 
on Divi1w Law, lmanrnt, and generally on the necessity of religion 
and pict.y. There is very litt.lc in all this t.Jrnt can even in the lem;t 
give nn idea about the beliefs of the Syrian lsmailis at present. 

The second part is l•ntircly devoted t-0 the history of lsmailism, 
especially in Syria. The 1tutlior derives the terms Is111oif.1: and 
Ismni:lism not, from Imam Ismi'\'il b. Jn.'fa.r, ns t.his sl1ould be, hut 
from l·miii'il, the son of Abrnham. 'rhus his history has a wide 
range,-from Abraham to l !):32. No wor:der that it mn give 
only very few dct.nils 011 t:lw 212 octavo pages in fairly large type 
which the aut.hor has a.t his <lisposal. 'l'his disappoint.111Pnt is 
followed by another : t,!rn render soon notices that (;/ie author 
apparently had neither Wl'ittcn nor oral genuine farmtili 1>ources 
of information at his dis11osal, and Pntirely depends on a fow well
known compcnrlia of Muhammadun history, such as those by 
lbri al-Athir, Abfi'l-Fidii, etc. Not 011ly European editions of 
various important Arabic texts, all books in \V estern languages, 
in Persian, etc., but even many Arabic works published in the 
East renwin entirely unknown to him. Thus the reader finds 
very lit.tic that is new in this work. It is really doubtful whether 
a book like this can even he useful to those Arabs who do not read 
Western languages. It is remarkaLle that whenever thu author 
refers to purely Ismaili matters, be seems to be rather helpless. 
For instance, the famous compendium of the Ismaili j¥qh, the 
Dct'a'im.u'l-Islcim, written in the middle of the fourth c. A.H: 

by Qa~li Nu'mlm, is attributed (pp. 31, 32, etc.), to Imnml\fo}:iam
mad Buqir (first c. A.H.). Such a great saint. ancl famous personage 
ns Salmiin Farsi here {p. 50) becomes as-Sayyid Sulaymiin al
Farsi. The name Nizur is often written Nidhar, etc. Chronology 
is just as accurate. 

w. I. 
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Dn. B1wxo l\IA RKOWSKI, Die matericllc Kultur cl cs Kahulgcliietes, 
(=The .\fotcrial Cultmc of the Kabul District). Asia Major, 
Leipzig rn:3:2. Pp. XXXV, rn-t 

~\.fghanistnn h::ts played an important role in the history, eth
nology, al'chroology, and development. of Asia. She has become more 
:rnd more known to ui> in t.11c last decades through the works of 
schola,rs and keen observers. However, much work remains to be 
done for a scholnrly study of the different aspects of ...-Vghnnishul. 

We welcome, therefore, tlw book of Dr. B. l\forkowski in which 
he clenls with some brnnc11es of ilescriptive t>thnology. The :rnt.ltor, 
formerly teacher in the Amnnie High School in Kabul, collectc:J his 
material during a, d1rce ycnrs' stay there by studying the country 
and mixing with all classes of people. 'l'hus he obtained an intim:1tc 
knowledge of their ways of living. 'l'he result-; of his st.wlics are 
embodied in thiH thorough, wclJ informed and scholarly book. 

The authm· introduces us in the first p:irt of the book to the 
fundamental physicnl conditions on the basis of which the" material 
cult.11n'" is laid : so he discusses in sPpnrnte chapters the GPogrnphy, 
t.J1c Climate 1 and Products, the People,~ La11gungcs a and 
Hcligion givi11~ an instructive outline of them. '1'ben he describes 
fully the material culture dealing with the following aspects: prin
ciples of building, style, material, the house and its establishment 
(furniture, light,, fire, kitchen, kitchen-utensils, etc.), clothing, feed
ing, servant.s, trade and traffic, indust,rics, handierafts, etc. Good 
photos and drawings illustrate the description and give a \'ivid 
idea of the things tlcscrilml. 

We find, however, thnt the material culture of the Knbul 
Dist.rict has been influenced in more respects than one by India. 
This is not surprising because of the geographical situation (Kabul 

I An interesting table of K1ibnl Temperature and H.1iinfall is given in 
J. D. Ahmad anti ~I. A. Aziz, Af!lllanistan, Kai.ml, rn:~-l. 

2 For raeinl e!Pments tho author could have rrforrcd also to: H. \V. 
Bellcll', The Races of Afglianistm1, Ln.horr, 1880; L. A .. St.arr, Frontier Foll• 
n.f the Af{llian Bord.er. London, Hl2l; P. L. Pennel, Among the wihl lrif,es 
of the Aff)han Frontier, London, l!ll l; H.obrrtson, The Kujir.~ of the llindu
kusli, London, 1800. 

3 lnsteatl of l'ushto" Ku-kc" p. 55, reacl •· sii-kc." 
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river and other tributaries of the Indus; passes of Khyber, Pniwar 
Kotal, Gomal, etc.) and t.he fact that India lms always been in clnsc 
contact with Afghanistan. 

0. Spies. 

~GVEDA SAlliHITA, Parts I and II, August and September 1933 ; 
published By SA'fls CA~DRA SEAJ,, l\'I.A.,B.L., Hon. Secretary, 
Indian Hcsearch Institute, 58, Upper Chit.pore Hoad, Calcutta. 
Price, inland, Hs. 1-8 + 1-8; foreign, 2s. Gd.+:2s. Gd. 

The scheme of puhlishing the text of the l?-gYeda along with 
t.rnnslntion in three languages (English, Hindi and Bengali), 
the Bhii~ya of Sii.y:rnii.cii.rya and full critical not.cs which is put 
fonvard by the Indian Research Institute, Calcut.ta, is irnlcerl a 
gigantic one. After Griffith, noho1ly lrns puhliHhcd a reliable 
translation of the ~lgvcclic hymns with adequate eA-plnnatory 
notes in English. The need of such a trnu:-;lat:.ion is very keenly 
felt for a long time, ancl particularly so when Griflith's tram;latinn 
hml by llOW beCO!lle antiquated in SC\'lmiJ plaCt'S in view of t!ic 
scholarly exposition of the ~~!,(Vc<lic hymns ma1le lJy t.lie two great. 
German scholars, Ol1lenlicrg and Gekliwr. 

The personnel of the Board of Edit.orH, whose services tlw 
Institute has secul'!~d, is such as ought. to comm:irnl gennrnl respect· 
and it would not be too much to expect that full justice will he 
done to the seveml difficult hymns in the J?.gvcLla Sarhhit.ii. 'L'lw 
translation is goo<l and the notes, Mi far as can he jnLlgetl from t.hc 
first two fasciculc.'>, are generally up-to-tl.ttc and foll. A fow worJs, 
however, seem t.o have been left \\-ithout any critical notes ; e.g .. 
the word 'siipii.ynno ' in I. fl. The word •Sn.t:yam ' ngain in I. G, 
does not appear to lie correctly interpreted. When used pretlica
t.ively in such context., it has the sense of 'ev1wlast.ing, permannnt. 
incontestable, not to be undone by nny one else &c.' Cf. Grass
mann, Woerterbuch, p. 1451, under Satyn ,1. According to 
Geidner, Glossnr, p. 187. the word in our passa}!'-' menus ' earnestly 
or honestly intended &c.' Nor is the trnuslat.ion of this word 
according to Siiya11a, as is claimetl by the editor, for Siiyarrn's 
comment on this word is ' Etncca satyam, tatra na visamviidosti.' 
A more systematic meU1ml of ubbrevinl.ionH too requires to be 
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followed. Thus e.g., Dr. Praclhan's paper conlil have been more 
briefly alluded to on. pp. G and G of the English translation in 
fasc. I. 

The hold attempt of the Institute very richly deserves active 
support an<l sympathy from all who feel interested i1t the oklcst 
literature of India and al;;o of thl• world. 

I-I. D. V. 

VEmc VAmANTS by M. l3LOO:\!PIELD and F. EDGEJtTOK, Vol. I. 
The Verb, rn:30; Vol. IL-Phonetics, 1932 ; Vol. III.-Noun 
and Pronoun Inflection, Hl3·1. Pnhlisl1etl by the Linguistic 
Society of America, U'nivcr::;ity of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

These three volumes are the outcome of pn.t;ient and intelligent 
labour ext.ending over severnl years of the two rcnouned Snnskritists 
of America, i\I. Bloomfield and F. Edgerton, particularly the 
latter. Tl1e aim of these volumes is to present a grammat.ical 
and stylistic study of the entire mass of the variant readings in 
the rcpeatml l\fantras of the V cdic tradition, numbering about 
10,000. The work owes its origin, as we gather from the preface, 
to llioomfieltl 's V eclic Concordance. 

The wonderful material that i!'l gathered here, is most interesting 
am] instructive from the point. of view of general Linguistics. 
It illustrntrs very vividly how different causes, both subjective 
and objective. coutrihute'l in bringing a bout these vari1rnts in the 
Vedic texts. Thus though the consi1lcrations of metre nrc responsi
ble for a large number of such variants, yet an anthcn·'s tendency 
or fonllnl':-is for a particular form or cxprcs.o;ion, his defective memory 
playing mischief wl1ilc reproducing an older saying or expression, 
or even his cxpressional convenience have often been the cause of 
different. rendings of one and the same Vedic l\Iantm in different 
texts. One more important result emerging ont of these researches 
into the Vt<1lic variants is the unmistakable evidence of the influence 
of the popular Prak:ritic phonology upon the language of the 
Vcclic poet.s, of course, clue to their unconscious handling of their 
ma tcrinl. But. more in tercsting still is the conscious attempt, 
which is very obvious, on the part of some of t.hcsc poets t-0 remove 
such influence ancl their general eagerness to puritanisc the lnngungc, 
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which alone can account for the existence of a certain clas;i of the 
Ve1lic variants, whNe there obviously is a hyper-Sanskritic correc
tion of a really non-corrupt text, which however phonetically resem

bles a corrupt one. 
But apart from thiH linguistic interest of the Vedic variants, 

they nlso sometimes serve as an important commentary on the 
earlier forms, showing in what sense they were i.;1 ken by tho poets, 
who introduced t.hese later variants for the earlier forms. Students 
of Vedic literature will most heartily welcome this very rich mass 
of material, skilfully a1Hl sptem:itically arrnngerl, so a!i to be 
useful to them at every step. 

H. D. V. 

Tm~:: :.\L\uRYAK PouTY. By ::\IR. V. H. RrncHANDBA DmsHITAR, 
iU.A., l\ladras Cniversity, Historical Ser. No. 8, nl:32. Pp. 394. 
H.s. G. 

This is one of the numerous works that owe their conception 
to the publication of the Arthasii.stra of Kautilya. The learned 
author after exhaustively dealing with the several arguments of 
his predecessors comes to the conclusion that the Kautiliya is 11 
work of the 4th century n.c. Hegivesa comparati\'C table (pp. 47-48) 
of technical anJ other words that iirc common to the Inscript.ions 
of Asoka and the Knutiliya. There arc chapters 011 the extent and 
chamcter of the iHaurynn Empire, on the central ndministration, 
on Provincial nnd Local Governments and on the Mauryan State 
in relation t-0 Dharma. Two Appendices deal with the 11uthen
ticity of the Knutiliya aml a comparison of the fragments of 
Megasthenes with the Kautillya are added. 

The book under review is a painstaking work and is a very 
useful compilation. The printing and general get-up are attractive. 
But we are constrained to say that the learned author has been 
very often carried away by his reverence for great names. Following 
the late :flt. 1\1. Cfanupati S:i.stri he holds that Bhii.sa bdongs to the 
6th century n.c. (p. 19), that Kautilya quotes from Bhiisa's 
Pratijiiiiyaugamlharii.yal).a an<l that the Smrti of Yii.jiii1·1alkya is 
anterior to the Kautiliya (p. 22). Very few scholars would in 
these dnys accept any of these conclusions. 'l'hc learned author 
throughout employs the form Kautaliya (and not Kautiliyu) and 
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has devoted several pages (pp. 311-316) t-0 the discussion of the 
question of the proper form of the name. But the discussion is 
neither thorough nor convincing. He brushes aside the ancient 
literary cviJencc of the 1\fodriiriik.;;asa which derives Kantilya 
from •Kutila' ns ingenious or imaginary and slavishly follows 
the late Ganapnti Sastri. But that learueJ sam'/ll had himself 
printed the name as Kautilya in the first few pages of his edition 
and only Inter on it dawned upon l1im to change the name to 
Kautalya. The Pravarn-mni'ijnri (pp. 3~ and lGl) ns printed 
(IVIysore) favours the form Kautilya abo. There is n, very important 
piece of evidence to show that. Knutilya was a gotm. Viele the 
third lost plate of the Nidlmnpur plates of llhi'iskamvarman, 
where the gotra of a clonee is distinctly chiselled as Knutilya nnd 
not Knutalya (E.I. Vol. 19, p. 245 and p. 2'18). The passage quoted 
in o. footnote from the Vil.yupural}.ll by the learned author l1imself 
(p. 4) contains the word 'Kantilya' twice. The gotm Kuta.la 
is not mentioned in the Pmvnrn sections of the 1pnstnmba, 
.Asvaliiyana and other srautu. siit.ras and it is very likely thnt it 
was coined by t.he lexicographers and later writers on g-ot.ra. The 
learned author appears to think (p. 1·1) that the purii.Q.a mentioned 
in the Upaui~uds like the Chiindogya is to he com1ectecl more 
or less with the pnriil).a works uow ext.ant. 'l'his is 1111ite nu warran
ted. The grentSunkariiciirya while comnrnnt.ing on Brhndiir11.Q.yaka 
II. 1.10 i::J very careful to point out that the word puriil)a therein 
refers to Bra1nnal).a passages only (and not to the well-known 
puriicyas). 

Though there arc many places where the conclusions reached 
by the author arc far from being acceptable, on the whole the work 
presents a patient and thoughtful investigation of the available 
material on the history of the l\fauryas and deserves to be consulted 
by stuclents of the history of Ancient India. 

P. V. K. 

Tm: AoE OF Tm~ hll'ERIA-1, GuPTAS. By Prof. H. D. BANERJI, 

BenaresHin<lu "Cniversity, 1933. Pp. 81. Us. 10+250+11 plates. 

A melancholy interest attaches to this volume. It embodies 
the six lectures that the lnte Prof. Buncrji delivered .at the Hindu 
University in 1924. The gifted author did not live long enough 
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to see t.hc work published, and the task of giving it the final touches 
and bringing it otit fell on Prof . .A. 8. Altekar. on whom the mant.Je 
of Prof. Banerji has fallen ~Hi ~lanindra Chandra Narnly ProfesHor 
of Ancient Indian History and Culture. The work deals with 
one of the most glorious periods of ancient Indian History and 
supplies u long-felt waut. Though Dr. Fleet's mom1mental work 
on the Gupta Inscriptions has been in the hands of scholars for 
Hcveral decades nud though a gre:1t deal has been saill about the 
Guptns in severrd works and periodicals, the work under review 
presents in a connected form the several aspects of the Gupta 
period. In six chapters the learned Professor deals with the 
chronology of the Imperitd Gupt118, their system of administration 
and peeruge, the religious aml literary revivnl under them, their 
architecture and plastic art and coinage under them. The plates 
are well-printed nncl add muterially to the usefulness of the work. 
Prof. Banerji is not content merely to give the rc:stdts arrived at 
by other scholars. He offers lliscriminating criticism of his 
predecessors' views and mnkes his own contribution 11lso to the 
exposition of doubtful nnd diilicult points. W c commend this 
book to all interested in ancient Indian History. 

P. V. K. 

BH • .\TTACI~T.A:.tA~I OF VARCHESVAHAYAJVA~. Edited by l\I. l\L 
VENKATA SunRAHMANY,\ SASTRJ. ::\fodras Law Journal 
Press. Pp. 118+8+182+32. 1 !J3•1. Rs. G. 

The book contains t.he text of Khai:iqndeva's BhiiHadipikii 
of which the present work is a commentary. Bhiittadrpika is 
an important work on the P11rvnmimiinsii, though it belongs to 
the latter half of the 17th century. The rnlume under review 
brings it down to the t.hird pil..cla of the third wlliyr"'iya. It has been 
already published in t.ltc Bibliotheca India Series nml elsewhere, 
hut as the commentary is a new one scholars will welcome this 
edition. The Sanskrit introduction gives a tolerably full account 
of the family of the commenta1:or and of his literary activities. 
The commentary is a luciLl and learned one. The editor has made 
a praiseworthy attempt to trace to their Rources the numerous 
quotations oc~urring in the commentary. The type is excellent. 
One, however, regrets to find t.hat. the proof-correct.ion has not 
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Leen whnt one would hn.ve in s1wh a lcrmwu work and t.hirt.y
t.wo pagl~!i of <~vni9c11da. do not·. appear to exhaust the 111mierntB 
lcq>Ht~s that are broadcast (c.y. ·1·/c/,. p. I :is 'g:iuranl"1ba.ndyld~.') 

P. V. K. 

Tm: Ur;-_\nrsL"l'RAR rx VAmous Jh:c1~N".<;JONH. Eclit.cd by 'f. H. 
C11iNTAMA!\l, i\1.A., i\Iadras Univer;;ity S1inskrit Series (No. 7.) 
1 ~J3:3. 

Part I-The U Q.atlisut.ra!i with the Vrtti of Svetevanaviisin. 
Pp. 1 C>-1-~:)G-\-·lU. Its. :t 

Part II-'fhe LTQ.i1disiitr:is with the Prnkriyiisan•asva of Nii.rii.yat;ia. 
Pp. l~-J-l·Hl+G:l. Rs. ~-8. 
l\tr. 'l'. lL Cl1i11t:unani and tlie Madras University deserve the 

thnnks of all Sanskrit scholars, particularly those interested in 
Grammar and Etymology, for this scholnrly Nlition of the Uniitli
slltnui wil-h two co11i111e11t.arici>. 'l'he prnject of bringing out 1m 

eclit:ion of t.lw U1).itdislttrn.s with several commentaries in seven 
volumL•S i.~ a very ambitious one. 'l'hc learned CLlitor hns laid 
Smrnkrit. Mcliolars under great obliga.t.ions by providing excellent 
indicc!:I of quot-atiorrn and wonl:i. 'l'hc printing and gcncrnl gct.-up 
nrc cx:ccllc11t. 'l'lie work i::i :L creditable performance and we 
hope thnt the rP,maining volumes will be brought out 1Lt an curly 
dat-c. 

v. v. K. 

Vrn1mA~IAVIVEKA 01" :\IA!'!>A:\A i\hinu. EJile<l by M. l\f. Prof. 
S. Kul'l'l'f>W,\M1 SASTRI, 1\1.A., I.KS. nntl Prof. 'l'. V. H.AMA

CHANDHA D1Ks11ITA1t, .Journal of Oriental Heseareh, Madras. 
1932. Pp. ~;:i. ,\s. 1 ~. 
The text is b:rned on a single rnnnu::icript available to the 

cclit·.ors in t lie Government Oriental }lss. Library, l\foJrns, which 
showH lacurnw aml c-onupt n·ailings in many places. The editorA, 
therefore, have suggdited lllauy additions and cmend1ttions by 
compnring this t1•xt with a corresponding portion of Aciiry11 
l\fa1p.lana's other works, s1wh as Brahrnasiddhi and Vidhivivcka. 
'l'ltr additions anti 1·111cndal-iu11s nrc Pnclosed within reetnngulur 
brackets, Ho !-l1at tt critical reader can judgt\ o( their propriety 
or otlwrwis1!. 



'!'Iii.~ lit t I,• Louk <'011L1ins Hi~ st :rm:a.-: urn! i.-: :1 rnl!!alil" arl.Jit.iou 
to the V1:d:1utic lil<•rat.11n• alrPacly' pul1lish1·il. firnt.ly hi•t):tllSt) 
it i:-1 wrill1•11 l1y no l"ss a11 a11tl1111ity t.lt:111 ;\;::-trya ~l:tl)tJana, a 
great J\lim:i1i1sak:1 :tllll Arl11·:tit.i11, :111<1 :"~corrdlr l1<'ca.11 . .;<·il clmb with 
various theoriui of' nr .. r (Hlir:1111:1). a Y<·ry i1J1p11rta11t. and knotty 
prohl<•lll of Indi:111 Epistl'lllol11~y. fo this L1ouk the aut.J10r dis
cussPs t.hc four d1id' t.lieoric . .; t•I' 1H1r:1111:1. w:11:rlly known ns the 
KhyiitivfHlas, t>., At1n:tklryi!ti, As:1tkhyiit.i, ~\klryiiti aml Anyathfi
khyiiti and LriL'S lo rnaintaiu t.hc Blr:-dta theory ol' Vip1uitakhyiiti, 
which is akin to tire :Nyiiya \.licory of Anyath:iklryii.ti. 

Int.he selwlnrly intrudndion to ll1i:; hook, Prof. S. Kuppuswii.rni 
Sii.st.ri subjects a II thesL· t.hC'uries to a Sl:an·hing a)l(l crit.ical amtlysis 
and makeH an ingenious suggestion for a11 appropriate graph, 
showing t.he Episkmologieal intL·r-rdatinn of I lrt·Se t.lll'nries, wit-11 
Asntkhyftti as the ccm t.rc :u:d nil otlwr tlreori<~H forming n circle 
nrountl. Very few c·1itic-s would like io diff1•r from t.he learned 
editor when he appropri:tte!y t·oncl11d!'s' Yes and no are but phase8 
of the san1e reality ; ................ Errnr is the ante-ehumber 
of 'frn th.' 

We f'agerly await the publication of two more works of the 
same author, nn,nwly, Brnlimasiddl1i arnl 8photasiddhi lJy the 
Sanskrit l>f'p:irtment. of lire Oricnlal Iustitute of the Mndrns. 
University. 

V. A.G. 

A STUDY ot~ ANcmNT INDIAN NumsMATJCf;. By SumrnnnA 
Krs11n1u.: CHAKn,rnorn·IY, IIL:\.,l\LH.A.S., Profossor ofHistDry, 
Anandmoh:rn College, l\lynll'n;iingh, Ilengal. tn:n. 
Here iR another :ittempt at 1livin:..( into the 11nf11t.homnble 

depth of Ancient Indian Numi~nnaiicH, ForC'ig:n scl1olars like 
Princeps, Cunningham, Smit.Jr and Rq.sun liaVL• all toilctl before 
nntl left for onr guitlnncc the results ot' Ll1Pir 1·psenrch work. 
Since then ficvcral hoanho l1avc ("(111\c to light, anrl frnHlt at:.empts 
iu the line hav1~ chances of ~rPnler s11<·c1•ss. :Dr. Dlrnndarkar has 
publishetl his ket.urcs in n hook form, and Dr. Chakrnbort.l.y has 
cornn forward t-.u plod in tliif: ah11w:t. 11n1•xplon·d fidd. Bach one 
of these has trie1l to cuver a vast Jield arnl a long period of Indian 
history, anti it. i:-i lmt, nnt;urul (.hat even in spiteol' gre:Lt endeavours 
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nothing substantial eo11hl be achieved. India ext.ends over a. wide 
area and the peri{)(l under research is a pretty lullg Olli'. If, there
fore, the work is :-;plit np ancl rnt.llllsiasts were to carry on research 
inrlividually in their own provinccH, anrl if the anci<'nt period were 
also divided into :3 or 'l conveni!mt subdivisions, the ehances of 
eu bstantial resca reh and success would be hrigh t.cr. 

I <lo not lwlicve all th~ Sll!lW in damping t.hc spirit of such 
enthusiastic work1'rs hy Bt.amping t.heir work as an "amateurish 
'ntt.cmpt," hut. wo1dd welcome thc1n aml others to i.;o-operate wiLh 
t.he Numismatic Socict.y of India and contribute J,hcir quota of 
research work on the lines indicatcrl above. 

Dr. Chakrnhortt.y ought to h:ive tried to make his book 
more popular hy omit.ting chapters on weights, clf•nominations 
and metrology of coins, suhjrct.s which cannot he discussed 
nt sufficient len,((f.11 in a hrochnr(' of this type. A few illustrations 
especially of novel types of Triba I coins that are rlrscrihed in the 
Inst chapter ou~l1 t to have hern att.crnptcd in Ml much as 
Cunningbnm's book on Ancirnl Indian Oo£ns and other cat,alogucs 
refrrrNl to by him arc ber.omiflg more anrl more ,;carc~e. It is 
wi:;e of him to ha V<' given at t.hc end a general lrulcx wl1ich 1s 

specially useful to beginners. 

G. V. A. 

A PRIMEit OP [J\Jl!A~ Lor.u·. Hy }I. M. Pro!'. S. KurruswA~II 

Sf.srn1, 1\\.A., I.E.S. lluh\i;;hetl by l). Vnradaehary & Co., 
Madras, 1 !l~:!. pp. ;~(H. 

The hook i,; hasccl on An11a111hhnHa's Tarkasangrnha n.ncl is 
primarily mmut fur the licneli.t of 11H111ern Uni\•cr.~ity student,<;, 
Ni[JCCially st.utlcril:-; or Phih;ophy. 'J'hc diviHion into three part.'I, 
1'..e., the introduct.ion, tlw tcxl·., and f'.lw exposition, is, no clouht, cmi~ 
nently well R11ih·d for t.11e class of st.111\ent,<; rnr·nt.ioncd :Lbove, but 
the text Hhouhl ha vc licen printed along with tlw Dipik;-t, so that it 
would have he1·11 of still grc·atc'r usp to t.hc student.:-; of Sanskrit 
nlso. Orw SJlC'l'ial frat.me of this hook which rna.kes it at once 
imlispcrn;able 1o tlie st.ud(•nts is t.lrc historical i11trocl11cLion in 
l~nrt T, dealing wit.h allied topic:; or Indian philosophical Sutms 
and fJie COlll)l:JJ':I1iW t•Xposit.ion or e:LCh topic in J';irl; lIJ. lt is 
ncc<llcbs here to point out the illlporlancc ancl lhc qcccssit.y of a 
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comparatfr1: l't tHly of nil branches of Indian logil: and philosophy 
nt the pr{'srnt. 1·i1ue, when a wider 0111.Jook is nll the morn nec<lcd 
on the part. of Tndinn HhHl1:11ts. 

In t.11r int.roduct.ion, 1 lw :111t.hnr e11dt•:tvo11r,.; tn prove t.hnt. the 
Vn.i:fo~ilrn 811!.rns and tlw Ny:i.ya 811t:ras W<'l'l' n•dac.ictl between the 
middle of thr '1th ce11t.11ry and f,h<· :!11d emit my B.C. 011 tlrn strength 
of an ext.met. from t.hr Ka11tilya's Arthmi~stra, pp. :!7-28 (Trivan
clrnm edit.ion) 1Lnd ihi striking parnlld in Vab;y:i.yann's Bh:i~ya on 
the Nyiiya 8111.ras I. I. l. But t.hc line• of aq.~lllllPn(; adopted is 
not very convincing in vi<·W of t.lic fact-. that. just. a.s t.hc Brahma-
8ntms nwnt ionc1l a.t Bhagavadgitn, XII f. 'l do noL neccssitrily 
refer to the Hmhmn-SutraH of B1idaniyana, hut to other Sutras 
cornprnm 1 liy ot.her a 11 t.hors, w h ie11 Int.pr 011 be1,a me i ncorporat.ccl 
into the Biidariiyana Sutrns, so ahm the exprt•Rsion .:\nvik~iki in 
the Art.hasiiHtm dol'H not rwcessarily prr•s11 ppoHP the existence of 
the Vn.i~e~ika Sutrns and l-lw Nyii.yn. Sul.ms, h111. rat.her presuppose 
their underlying tends not. yet evoked into Sulrns. This point 
of view, however, docs not in any way h•nd support t:o Jacobi's 
arguments for t-hc late date of t-lw l'hilosophieal Sut.ras, as th~y arc 
obviously far less convincing t.han tl1ose :ulvanc;~d hy l'rof. Sastri. 

V. A.G. 

Sm ANTHO~Y SHERLEY AXD I-I 1s P1ms1A x .. \ JJ\'E:\'l'URE. Edited by 
Hir E. DE:s-1:-;1>:-r Ho:;s. Pp. xxxviii, 2!l:3. The Broadway 
TravPllf'fs, Houtledgr, London. HJ:l:t I :!s. Gr/. 

Sir A nt.hony Sher Ir')' was a rem a rka hie ad vcnf.urcr. Born 
111 15tifi, he hccanw an amlias:.:adur in lhP st•rvicc of the "Gn•at 
Sophi," Sh:-th 'Ahhii.s, and nftl'r a stormy career arnl changing 
many masters, diet! in lfi~8. "He was·· --according t.o the 
lenrne1l editor-" an invderatr. and 11ns1T11p11!011s intriguer, a 
sententious hypocrite• devoid of all real SPntiment., lwing incapable 
of single-mimled devotion to any 1wrson or cause. He hatl all the 
nnturnl in:-.tincts of a buccaneer, anrl his cupidit.y was only equalled 
by his extrnvagancc." On the other hand, he hacl great physical 
courage ancl a rccldes:> love of adventure. Coml>i11cd with keen 
powcrH of ohscrvat.ion ILJl(l 1t rct(•ntive nwmory w:is his t-alent a.s a 
lingui~t. lfiH ext.raordi11ary career 111ay be explained hy "an 
nlmcst hypuotie power in personal intercourse which he possessed.'' 
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'l'hcrc is a R\'hol:irlv Hihliographieal 1ntrocl1iclio11, a Bihliography 
and a nu.•ntoir (!)7 p11gcs) by the Editor. 'l'heu follow the four 
narrnt.ivcs which constitute a rcconl of his c:irc1•r: I. 'l'he 
Anonymous True Report; TL William Parry's New and large 
Discourse; III. Abel PiIH;on's Rclatio11; nnrl IV. George 
Jlnnwaring'H Trur' Discourse. The appendix of about. 20 pages 
consist~ of C'Xt.ract.<> from Sir Anthony's own writings and lcttorH. 

'l'he Bron.dwny Tran~Ilcrs have set up a high standard of 
scholarship. The \"olume lwforc us fully maintains tha.t standard, 
and on account, of the entertaining matter it; contaius it. is ali:;o to 
be recommcmlccl lo the general reader. 

AL-A !\DA 1.11s -·Revis La. dr. las Escuelrrn <le E:.;tndios Ara be:.; de 
Madrid of Gran:ida, Vol. I, Fnsciculi l and ~- l\ladrid, 
I \t3:1. 

Spain is nobly rppaying to Islam the legacy she owes to t.hat 
rrligion. This is a lcamed oriental quarterly pulilish0d at l\larlricl 
dealing with Islamir. mattcrn and got-up in the mm;t excellent 
fashion. The nanw al-Andaliis has itself a fascination for nil 
i;tudrnt.-> of hi~tory ; it conjures up the memory of the fusion of 
two remarkable peoples an<l t.he rise of n gren.t cult.nre, quite 
distinct from scvera.I others and yet a part of Islamic civilization. 
One of the crlitms is Miguel Asin Palacios. That by it.self ensures 
a i1igh stanrlard. On the cover page, iu consonance with the artistic 
spirit of A'/ldalii.sia, is an arabesque design which is both distinctive 
and beautiflll. The articles seem to be very learned anrl interesting; 
we only rr•grct that. hcing in Spnnish very few of us in lnrlia 
ca.n derive :my benefit from them. A feat.urn is l;hn heiLlll.iful 
prinf.ing anti get.-up; the Arabic type is cut· on tlw l\1agbribian 
rnodrls and is both arfr;tic and legible. We wiHh the Heview all 
success. 

INIJI,\:'\ 1'sYc11<11.o,;Y: P1·n·.Pptio11. By .L\Dl"NATll S1N11A, 

Pn&:,;sor of J'hilrnmphy, ;'\fo<•rnt Uullege. .KPga11 l'aul, His. 
net. 

l'rnf1•;;s11r Rinhn has undNi.aken Lhe ta.:-ik of 1·xpuundin11 t.l1c 
wl1ole rang<' of Ilind11 Psyl"hology. 'L'lii:i 1 :I:'!\ has IH'\'l'f lip fore 
hel'n el:'sa.n·d in so thorough-going a rnanncr. The. work is t.o be 
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compll'lrd i11 l.11"0 \"oi11nw"'. and ihc presr>11L \'0!111111• d1·ab only wil-.!1 
p1•('('.Pptiu11. B111, i11 Tudia11 pliilosophi1~al 1Prminolo):!y the term 
wl1ich i:.; tra11slat1.•d "pen· .. pliun" has a far wider dmwl.at.ion t.han 
1 he sa111c 1<~1"1ll in \\\~:'.tern 1 lwught, n111l co1111mri:.;011s with \Vest{'fll 
Lhougl1t. ha.VP to be 111ad1•. wil h great ca.11t.ion. Profps:;;or Sinha has 
:'ought Lo gi V•~ a. syst.cmn t.il' pre;;cnU:Jion of t.hc twatmcnt; of the 
main prul1b11s of'· Jl<'f<'.l'Jllion" in all 11w Hchools of lliarlu philo
i:iupliy, iind !J<• is to hr <·on.~rat:ulatrd on hi:; work. It will be of 
great v:d11c Lo :ill ::;tudo.'lli·S or Jiind11 pliilusnphy, and many who 
arn not·. prq1:LrPd t.o 11nderl.a kc the r;t111 ly ol' t.hc book a:; a whole 
\rill find i11 i L an invaluable work of reference. 

J. McK. 

'I'l1e fala111ic Hr•;w;11:1·!1 Associat.ion, Bombay, has published 
t.he follnwi11g works in t.hcir series: (I) Diwa.n f!f Hhaki f(homsani, 
l' .. rsian h~xl, ed. w. Iv:l!loW, rn:1:t lb. 1-1(1. (:!.) T1co Early 
ls;mrili 1'/"!'ati.,rs (/J,1;/i Ralii BafJ(l 8ayyirl-1111 anrl illatl11bu.'l-itl1t'-
111i11in) hy ~at-.iru'd-di11 T11si. Prrsian t.rxt., ed. \V. Ivanow, 1933. 
l 1.s. 0-1 'L (:\) 'l'ntl'M r'rt 11 iny f!f Rl'li,qion (Risa la dar ll aqiqa.f:i Din) 
by Shil1ahu'tl-din 8bah. PPrsian I.ext, c·ditc1l aml 1.ranslnted by 
W. Jvanow. J!):l3. Hs. 1-4. (·1) /{a/ami Pir (Haft. Ba/ii Sayyid 
Nasir). I'ersi:in text., rdit.e1l and t,rnnslated by ,V. Ivanow, 
l 9:35. Rs. G-8. 

Worlrn in preparation are : Amhon k1'. ,Ja./wz-rn.ni. (Arab 
Navigat.ion) by Syed ~111.1i111an N:idwi; JJ1u1nildi11ut of Jim 
Khaldiin, Eng. Trnnslalion, hy Dr. U. M. Daudpof'a; al-Jahiz 
a11cl Ms 1'i1111•s by Dr. ~!. H. Hrl1111an ; A Crcn!. rf the Shi'·itr.s, 
IJy .Ai;al' A. "\ . .Fyzee. J'arl.ieular:; of t.110 .-\ssor.i:dion may be 
ohtaincd l'rom 1.he lion. 8n<·.n·Lary, As:d' A. A. Fy:.1ep 1 Egri., .M.A. 
(Ca11tali.), .J:I, Cha11pa.ti l~oad, Bombay 7, 1:-wu. 

llumlmy, .l11ril, l!J:'..i. 
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BOOKS Irncmv1m. 
i\foluibhiirnt.it: Anrily:1is n11tl Index. By EPWARD P. H1c1c. 

(Oxfurcl Uni\•ersitor Pmss). J o:H. Pp. HH-l 12. H.:1. G . 
.To11rnal of Vt:dic St.wlies. Vol. I, Xu. 1, .Tn11wtry lfl:J.1. Edi led hy 

Prof. H.\GIU: V11tA, }Li\., Ph.D. (P11lilisl1ed bj' Meh:u· Chn11rl 
Lncl1hmnn Dern, Lnhorr). A111111al S11li:-:cript.iou Hs. 12 or 20/

'P:uly:'iv:ili of JWpa Gosviimin. (Dncca Uni\•en;ity OriPntnl Series 
No. 3). ln:H. C'rit.ically cdilrd by Susmr, E.L'.MAn DE. Pp. 
lH+WG. Hii, 7-8. 

Brahr1i Lang11a.gl'. Part II-Etymological Vocabnbry. By Sir 
DENYS B1u Y. (Government. of lwlia). 1934. Pp. 3Hi. 
Us. 7-1'1 or ] :3/u. 

:i\foukhari:-i. By E. A. Pmgs, M.A. (B. G. 1\wl & Co.) Hl34. 
Pp. 18+220. 

Les Sikhs: Originr ct d(~velopperncnt de la Comrnnnn.nte jusqn'n. 
nos journ (146U-HJ30). Par LA.TWAN'l'l RAMA KmsHNA. 

(Aclrien-Maisor111c11vc, ]1aril:l Vl ). ID3:3. Pp. :HD-H2. uG rr. 
Ancient Imlia and Indian Civilizntion. By PAur, l\lAssoN-Ou1ts1n,, 

I-h:Ll':NA DI-: \\'1Ll.MA~~-GI~Al)O\V81i:A, anu PJLlLll'PE STEHN'. 

(Kcgnn Paul & Co.) Hl3'1. I1p. 2·1-j-43G. 21/-. 
Catalogue of Coi118 in the Punjab Museum, LnhorP. I'.y H.B. 

WmTEfll~AD, l.C.S. (Oxford Univer1;i(;y Press). l!J:H. Pp. 
70+195 & H plates. 

Hindu Mysticism according to tlrn Upanisads: By }IAl!l~.'WltANNJ'lT 
SARKAR. (Kcgan Paul). ] ~l3;t.. Pp. 3H. J:),/-. 

Ajantn and tlw Unity of Art.: I1'11nda111ent.n.l impuhe~: of .Art, 
Enst:rm nm] Western. By W. K Gr.ADSTON'r·: Sor.oMON. 
{' Drl\sht.i' O!llcc, Bomb11y). Ami. 1. 

F.a.rly Rnddhist Scriptures: 1'rans'a.lerl and crlil:t~<l by E. .T. 'J'JTOMAs, 

jl.A., D.l~itt. (Kegnn Paul & Cu.) 1 D:~G. lip. 2:")-\-2:t~. 10/i\. 

C'ntalogne of l\mbic Printetl nooks in t.he 13riti:·d1 i\111sen111. By 
A. G. ]~ Ll.IS. Vol. Jl I. .Pp. 1J[)J. 

Nnishndhncarita of Sril1n.r>:hn (Crinlos J-XXXTI). For thr• fir:>t; 
time trnnslated into EngliRh with critfoal 110!.c.~ aurl Kdrncl:s 
from unpnblishe<l Cor11rnenlariu1, c·tn. ny Krishna J\a11!::t 
llanrli<[lli, M.A. (Punjah Smd~;·i!; Br,ok Depot., Lahore). 193-1. 
Pp. •13+(iJ~. n~. 12. 
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TRANSLITERATION OF ARABIC AND 
ALLIED ALPHABETS 
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l'rint.ocl hy :{_ J. Hnm.To~ nt (,he Times of Inclin. Proa~. Tiombn.y, rrn<l publiohwl ~ 
by J. S. Tn.1.tl1(, Hon. g.,.,, for I.ho Borubi~y Brnucl!; 

· RoyJLI Aslatio Socict.y, B·1mhny. 
•,I 



REGULATIONS CONCERNING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE JOURNAL 

I. A p:qwr may Im ulTr•r('d hy nny lt'dl11w or M1·11i11er of the 
Soridy. f.';qH'r:i by Non-i\lcml1crn n11rnt, be co11111111ninni:ml through 
a l'lh~111ltf'r. 

2. ,\ · paper offered fur publication Hhoulil be oompll'fo\y 
rcr1.1ly a::i c:opy for prcHs, i.e., type-writ.ten on onr Hidn of end1 sheet 
nnd 111·eprtrPd in nccordancc wit.Ii reg11lalfom1 priub.·J ln~low, nml 
should lip fll'llt. t.o one oft.lw l!~ditors of Uic.lournul. 

:1. Tl11~ li:diLoriul Conunit.tee will determine wlrntllllr n 
p1qwr Hlrnll 111~ print.cd, an1l, if pi·int!!J, it1 what form. 

rJ. EvPry paper consigting of murc t.lmn 10 ptt):\'es of t.ypB-Hcript 
or nwn11fJr.ript be accompanied hy a 1;11m111nry not cxcee11ing 
20D wnrdi> in ltmgt.h. 

!). Cu11trib11t.or~ are 1irg1~ntly re1p1u-rit.e1l to use t.he HJAl.em of 
tra nsli tc•ra t.iun now ndoptecl by thi11 Sucir>t.y .• \ t.1'tLlll'lli lern tiou :,ihnet 
will bu nppemlc•<l to t.Jrn fir11t is.~ue of the ,Journal for r.very yenr. 

n. Titles of hooks cited shoultl he givcu in full ut L.lie first 
cit.at.ion : tlwrmfter n•fercncc should hL1. 1111MIP. by using only 
significant. words in t.he tit.le, hut with 1·mJl1ch•nt. dcumess t.o avoid 
dr;uht or coufu:<ion. Uniformit.y of uhbrt:>viationH mm:it. he observ-
ed t.hru11gho11t thi! pn.per. · 

7. 'l'itleH of art.icles in pcrioclicnls should ho cited in q11ot1d,io11 
mn rkt1; t.lll' nnme of the periodical Hhouid lw printed in it~llic. '!'ho 
following nbbrnviutiot\R for t.ho Jo11rnah1 of t.ltc principal Orient.al 
Soeiet;ieH should he mlhored to :-EpJml., f.nrt. A 11r.., •I A., ,J A08., 
J A SB., J BBRA8., ,J RAS., W ZJ(M .. ZDMa. Vol11111c nnrl pu.gi
nn tion :-il1ould be indicut.ed IHi in tlw following exn.mpl1.11:1 :-ZDMG. 
27. !)fi9 IT. (Z1,il.~dirift <ler cfour.scli.en 11w1y1enlilmN1i<:lu·n Oesell1;chqp, 
volume ~7, pages 3H9 u.nd following.) 

~; 'l'ho gn•u t.m1t pcislli blc conci~1mc:-1s i 11 their pa pPrli is de:;ireil 
of co11t.rihutorn for t.tw imkc of cc,,momy. Adclitiunal print.er'H 
chn l'gr:; for n Jt-.prnt iollli other t.hn n currec\.irm:-i of prin lt!r':; errol'!I 
rn11.,1 lip lior1w hy I.lie co11tril.t11tor. 

!I. 'l'l11! i11di.;erit11i11nf.1~ UiH' of Orient.nl cltaract.erH nlnnl-{ wit:h 
ronin 11 l 11.•i11!-( Vt>ry unde;:iral 1IP from the points nf view of l111th 1~ri11tcr 
nnrl r1•ad1•r. only longPr quot•utions from Orient~:! l1111g11ng1.•;:1 _will. 
ns n r11l1·, l•L' pri11t.1•i.l in 11011-romun dinracter. 

IO. Thirl;y nlT-priuts of nn art.icle an• ~111ppli1•d !11 ea"11 eo11-
trih11l:or free of clmrgc. Further eopi1!!:!, if dc:,ired, mny be ubtni1w1l 
by µ-i·.'in~ due not.ieu t:o t!1e Secretary nnd on payrnenl of n t;mall 
cxtr..i d1ar~e tl1 c1wcr t-hc printing exp1!nse:i. 
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I Ill 4·17 
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111~7 

lll~M 

111~·11 

JtlllU 
111:11 
111:12 

I !•:l:l·K~·3~ 

EXTRA NUMBERS. 

1•01•h m1m111."r 

!fo. :14A flr. n11111 .. r·~ lt••11<•rt on S11u•krll. M!itc. l\.n•hmtr (l~i7) 
41 llr. 1'1•!01·•m>'• H1·1<>rL uu ~1111•1'rll ~Ir<~. (11:•1'2·H!I\ •• 

•,. H llo1. tlo, Cl~.~:1-114) 
H Jin, tlu, (J/1.-U·bl\l 

•., 4U.\ .Lt». 110. (IH~ll·IJ~) 

Or!Uht t•f llon1l:ny. Jly Hr, J. llo·r~on tin rnuhn, 1 !11)11 
'-'•~nt,•1rn r~· 'P.fttmorln 1 Yi1luum. t ll0!'1 .• 
N'o. 7r1A l1111l:in 111111 l'o1rrl~11 1Jlirnw1lu~y. lly II. \I, .1\1,l.knr 

<•n\h 

• J.iult•,- 10 t.1111 'L'r1tn!'11f:r.lrjnf' 11r I ht! J.lli·rury ~r·•·lt•I.~, Jh11111m~·I \'nb~. 1-111. nnil to 
th1• ,fn11r11nlK nl tlw II. IJ, It.. A. H11']d\', \ul•. 1-X\' I, wllll 11 Hl•!urit'nl 
i4lll•l1•h ol lhP l'od,.t,y, Jly 1;11nl"1lrn11 J{:·r111•11r1•k11t, f.1Lrurl1111 •• ,, •• 

T•Jlklur" Nol"" 1·11111ullo 11 111111 oollt•·tl l·y It, 'li. E11llwven, 1•.1.1·: .. l.e.s .. lrnm 
111ofrrlnl~ 1~tll1·r·t1~tl hy 1l11· lnt•1 ""· .-\. :\1, ·r .• ln1·k~n11 1 l,(',I"., ~ \'11l!f. (\'"I· l-
1.111J11rul, Ynl. Jl-K .. nknu.) E:irll 1·ulu1M , • • . , , •• 

CATALOGUE OF THE LIBRARY. 
t't1mJ1l1·ln l"'nrnlol!ll'' nf 1Jw f.lhrnr}'-· 

l'o.rl l--,\Hlh111"'6, n11 lo ti!!' t•ncl of lPlrr 
t•nrt 1l-~11l•]1·1•t•, 1111111 tl11• 1.•111! 111IUI7 

'fwo \11l11nu~s l11 m11.• nrdt•r •. 
Y••nrl;• (.'111111(1~.n··n "' ""' Llltrnr)' nf lhr II. JI. Tl. A. S11d1·ly (rX .. •ft!) l lll l'l·~ll. l'ILeh 
l>l'~rrlJ•llvo l'nlnl•1u11" ol t<nu.krll 111111 l.'rnkrll ~111nu .. rl111 In thr Llhniry 11! the 

tlul'iol)". l\1111('11«1 L)· J'r,.(. H, ll, \"l'lnnknr, M.A. \'ol. 1.--l>clotiJ.lllr J.111·ra1.ure •• 
Y•1I, 11: llltuln LltrrlL!1trc 
y.,1, 111-IY: ,Join 111111Ycruuculnr1.lt••rnluro 

J)M1•tl1'the ll•f· nl -~ rnhlt', J',.r.ln11 m11I l'rtln Mn 111i.rrl11t l11 lhr Lll•rn11· 111 the Hoolcly •• 

BO!'.mAY GEOGRAPHICAL SOClETY. 
1~r0Ct"t:'tl1ullR, Il1J11llln)' 0~:~1Mrn)>?ili't•l 8orltt)', lt\:li' ,t IR3U a. rach 

111.t, oltt. II!~~ ,1,: '1~4U 

Trn111111cllon• \'ol. \'l·X. HHl·l~r.2 .• 
· .l)o, dn . .Xl·Xtx.lllr1~·lt1~3 
Jutlox lo lltl' 'l'rnn•n1·!1011• 1111111• Jln111h11y <lroJ!fnJJhlrnl "1111 ldy, ~~I•. I In .X\'Jt, 

~·lllJ C~t.11!0~110 ol I lie lllirBr)". Jly 11. J. K<tmdly, Uu11, ~'·"n·l11ry 

.v.D.-'l"hli l>rll."I! II Ht. ~nnn·l• 11ll 1·rolone llftt._ 
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