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I 

One may charge me of gross ignorance nr rather worse-gross injustice, 
in that I do not take any notice of' the famous and epoch-making researches 
of G. Dumezil in my article "Zur Interpretation der Gatha des Zarathustra" 
(ZDMG. 100. 205-245), nor in my l11do-lra11ian Studies I (Santiniketan 1950) 
where I deal, inter alia, with the lranistic work in the \.Vest, nor in II where I 
f'nlly treat of the first three Gathas. The fact, however, is that the said article, 
ahhough it appeared so late as rnso, was written almost at the same time when 
those researches, namely Naissa11ce d' Arc!tanges, essai sur la format.ion de la 
tlteologie ::::.oroastrienne (Jupiter, Mars, Q!iirinus III), came out-1945 ; and 
soon after that I went to India (as \listing Professor of Zoroastrian Studies at 
Visva Bharati, Santiniketan) where one has little chance of coming across such 
new publications, and hence they remained unknown for the other two books 
also. Even on my return to Hamburg I came to know of them only indirectly, 
else at least a brief reference would have been made to them in the few correc
tions and additions I made to that article in ZDMG (100. 677) just as it was 
done in those to the I11do-Iranim1 Studies II. Now at last having made a 
due study of that important work as well <1s of the companion volumes I con
sider it worth while to deal with them here in a more or less detailed manner. 
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A few years before Dumezil published his principal researches there was 
staged from Scandinavia (by H. S. Nyberg) another and widely-one may say 
also wildly-different theory about Lhe teachings of Zarathustra, which theory 
he combated in an able review in Revue de l' Histoire des Religions, 1939. 
Tius being inaccessible to me I quote only what one of Nyberg's own pupils, 
Stig \Vikander, writes to me : "Dumezil shows in a masterly and convincing 
manner how l\yberg confuses philological and ethnological research, and why 
the Gathas do not admit of ethnological analysis." Thus the theory may be 
said to begin with a complaint that the ordinary lranist, while dealing with 
the religious problems of his branch, pays no or little attention to ethnology 
or the science of religions in general. Owing to this neglect on his part, it is 
declared categorically, the picture he draws of the Zoroastrian religion is 
totally wrong. Not only what one may call the popular religion of Iran but 
even that preached by the Prophet himself hac; no remarkable qualities usually 
attributed to it. Neither high ethics nor superb spiritualism is to be traced 
in those ancient scriptures, but only primitive, shaman-like beliefs and prac
tices. Such in substance is the view put forth by H. S. Nyberg, the inaugura
tor and principal exponent of the new theory, with great vigour and brilliancy 
of an advocate fighting for his case, in a big volume in Swedish and almo~t 
simultaneously in German (by H. H. Schaeder)-Die Religionen des alien Iran 
(Leipzig 1938), which is commonly accessible to the learned world. But the 
echo and response he received is anything but favourable. His views have 
found no support except among his own pupils ; and even these deal with 
certain aspects of the whole question in such a modified form that the extreme 
position taken up by Nyberg can be said to be no longer stable. He himself 
however sticks to it firmly. Only recently he wrote to me, in reply to my 
criticism of a detail from his work or to my outlook in the article in ZDMG 100 
(cf. also lndo-lranian Studies 11, 93 f. ) : "lch halte an den meinen Ansichten 
fest. Unsere Grundeinstellung zu den religionsgeschichtlichcn Problemen 
ist so grundverschieden, class cine Diskussion sich nicht verlohnt." 

Anyhow, Nyberg's monumental work has already received a great deal 
of' interest and attention from all sides, and it will continue to do so, since, 
apart from the fundamental difference of standpoint, there are enough other 
details which deserye that. Herzfcld's .(,oroaster and His World is said to be 
an eight-hundred-page review of :Nyberg's book of five hundred pages. Such 
a statement is more witty than pithy ; and hence rather misleading. It is 
true that Herzfeld often quotes the divergent views, but he seldom refutes 
them. His book has a distinct function, for instance, to show historical allu
sions and information scattered in the Gathas and the other Avesta as well as 
to bring Zarathustra in direct relation to the royal houses of ancient Media 
and Persia. This relation may be extremely doubtful and more so the role 
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of politician attributed to the Prophet ; and yet the book remains a great mine 
of useful information. It is a real pity that there is no index or the like as a 
guide to it. Henning was specially asked to treat or the bewildering problem 
raised by these two eminent authorities, whether the Prophet was a witch
doctor or a politician, in his Ratanbai Katrak Lectures 1949. This he has 
done in a splendid pamphlet Zoroaster (Oxford Univ. Press, London 1951) 
showing the intenability of both views and giving his own, which moves more 
or less within the accepted lines. The same can be said of Duchesne-Guill
min's standpoint in his excellent book Zoroaslre-Etude critique avec rme traductio11 
commentee des Ga/ha. His judgement on Nyberg deserves attention : "si sa 
these nous instruit surement de quclque chose, cc n'cst pas tant des opinions 
de Zarathustra que des sienncs proprcs, ct du changcment intcnrenu entre le 
XIX• ct· le XX• siecle dans les conceptions dominantr5 de l'histoire des 
religions, dont il est un reprcsentant eminent" (p. 15). 

As I said above Nybcrg's pupils like Stig Wikandcr and Geo Widengren 
have accepted the master's standpoint, but fortunately in such a manner that 
their works arc not deprived of their intrinsic value thereby. The new starting
point and the results obtained at the end arc kept so distinct that one can 
ignore the former and accept the latter. For instance, the manner in which 
Widcngren exhibits and interprets the materials or data about MiOra and 
other gods is indeed admirable ; one can hardly disagree with him-or only 
about details here and there, about some undue emphasis or exaggeration. 
And yet one must wonder at the attitude expressed in the Introduction : 
"Man muss sich nacmlich vor Augen halten, class die altiranischc Kultur uns 
ilberall als cine wcnig diffcrenzicrtc Hirtcnkultur cntgcgcntritt, die den Ver
gleich mit den cntsprcchendcn Kulturen der Naturvolker nicht nur zulaesst, 
sondern geradezu nahelegt. Es war nicht zuletzt clicse Aehnlichkeit der 
soziologisch-kulturellen Grundstruktur, was uns veranla~ste, die-sicherlich 
aufschlussreiche-Parallele zwischen den altiranischen Glaubenvorstellungen 
und Kultformen und denjenigen der afrikanischen Naturvolker zu ziehcn" 
(p. 3 f.). 

To justify this comparison it is first shown that the conception of a supreme 
God amongst African tribes is not a mere replica or result of the Christian and 
Muslim missions, but an actual autochthonous product of the native soil and 
genius. Let it be so. But I fail to see how this comparison helps us to grasp 
the Iranian view of God. Is it reaUy impossible for Widengren or anybody 
to understand and appreciate it without the African parallels ? I rather think 
that the statements in the ancient texts are too clear to require any such 
extraneous evidence as commentary. Similarly the idea among the African 
tribes about the king or chief being the representative of Godhead does not 
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throw any new light on the position of ancient Iranian kings. Indeed, one 
may compare them out of curiosity or as an interesting phenomenon, but one 
cannot draw any far-reaching conclusions from that comparison. And if 
one does, such comparisons become really odious, as the proverb says. Arc 
we to deny, as Widengren seems to suggest. all claims to any superior achieve
ment in the domain of religious thought to the people of ancient Persia ? If 
that be the case how to account for or judge the marked difference between 
them and the next related Vedic tribes, to say nothing ofothcr Inda-European 
peoples? One may waive the claim of superiority as regards the whole people 
at largel for they can be shown to have preferred primitive notions to what 
their l1rophet thought and said. But as to this, the teaching of the Prophet 
himself, there is little doubt as to the marked difference. This is neither a 
wrong assumption nor an antiquated opinion nor again a pious prepossession, 
but a real fact based upon the scientific interpretation of authentic records. 
Indeed, there is no finality nor unanimity as regards the interpretation, but 
the results arrived at generally show a continuous progress in the same favour
able line and direction. What is wrong, is the divergence from that line, and 
the totally new direction advocated by Nyberg and his school. 

4 

The claims of ethnology and the like for the investigation of Aryan 
mythology and religion were put forth long ago. They were also recognised 
as an additional help by several authorities. One finds occasional remarks 
to that effect, say in Hillebrandt's Vediscl1e Af)'tlwlogie and Hopkin's Religious 
qf India. But such remarks are not allowed to affect the broad, general results 
arrived at by means of philological and historical methods. Nor there is any 
reason to do it now. W'ith the progress of study and research those results 
can be modified here, intensified there, but they cannot be rejected as totally 
wrong. As one such result I may quote the opinion of Hopkins on VaruJ,la. 
" .... how noble is the idea, how exalted is the completed conception of him! 
Truly, the Hindus and Persians alone of Aryans mount nearest to the high 
level of Hebraic thought. For Varuna beside the loftiest figure in the Hellenic 
pantheon stands like a god beside a man. The Greeks had, indeed, a sur
passing aesthetic taste, but in grandeur of religious ideas even the daring of 
Aeschylus becomes but hesitating bravado when compared with the serene 
boldness of the Vedic seers, who, first of their race, out of many gods imagined 

· God" (p. 172). This statement made towards the end of the last century is 
true even today, not absolutely and literally but, as I said abo~·e, with some 
modifications in one direction or another. For today we have better means 
to understand the difficult and almost enigmatic Gathas of Zarathustra, so 
that he appears soaring far above even the Vedic seers on the one side and the 
Hebrew prophets on the other. Such is also the result that can be gathered 
from the researches of Dumezil, to which we shall now return. 
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The principal data arc already given in my review of his works in ZDMG, 
103, 344-353. Additional points will be taken up now. Dumezil, Like many 
others, thinks that the divine name Ahura l'vlazdah was already invoked before 
Zarathustra. But in a previous article (ZDMG 100. 238 ff.) I have at Least 
shown that mazdrih is not to be found as the divine name in an earlier 
source-neither in Assyrian tablets nor in Vedic hymns. Here I may discuss 
the other so-called evidences for its earlier occurrence.-The compound 
.l\1i0ra-Ahura docs not prove the pre-Zoroastrian existence of Ahura Mazdii.h. 
It is indeed old and genuine ; Hertel is not right when he declares it to be 
late and as a result of reaction against the Vedic compound l'viitra-Varul).a 
(Die So1111e um/ j\1ithra im Awesta, p. 249). But in spite or almost universal 
agreement there is no reason to uphold the assumed identification or Ahura 
in that compound with Ahura Maz.dah. Till recently Hillebrandt was the 
sole exception to speak against it (ZII 4. 207 ff.). Now we have the inde
pendent opinion of Dumez.ii in the same direction, who calls the compound 
"un fossilc, anterieur el cxtcrier ;\la promotion d'Ahura Mazdah" (p. 82). 
It is best to assume that the compound refers lo an ahura par excellence, be it 
Varui:ia or someone else. In Iran he is merged into Mi8ra just as almost the 
contrary has happened in India. The fact that there is no Yast in his honour 
after the pattern of the old, genuine ones must be considered conclusive for 
the non-existence of an Iranian god called Ahura or Mazdah or both as the 
model for Zarathustra. The argument that it must have been purposely 
destroyed cannot be taken seriously. 

Secondly may be considered what is based upon the name Maz.daka (?) 
met with in the list or the Median chieftains-petty princes or city lords
conquered by Sargon in 715-71:3 B.C. C:msidering it a theophorc name and 
believing Zarathustra lo be the first to use the term (Ahura) Mazdii.h for 
his God, the eminent historian Eduard Meyer concluded that the Prophet 
must have flourished before Sargon. But since this conclusion went against 
the identification of Vis~aspa, the patron ol" Zarathustra, with Hystaspcs, 
the father of Darius I, Hertel, Die /'?;eit ,<:,Oroasters, p. 37 f., said that there was 
no justification in connecting the name with God (Ahura) Mazdiih and that 
it was simply formed from the appellative ma;::dtih "wisdom" ; whereas for 
the same reason Herzfeld declared that it referred to some pre-Zoroastrian 
God. Thus there is no impartial investigation about the name in question 
but only one assumption after another. 

In favour of Mazdaka being thcophorc Lommel brings forward some 
facts in ,(eitf vergl. Spr. 58. 141. In the names formed from the Vedic equiva
lents med/ui-"wisdom" and medhas-"wise" these occur as second components. 
Therefore, he argues, in Iranian too the names with mazdiih "wisdom" would 
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show this term in the second place, which is not the case with Mazdaka. Here 
the suffix ka is a substitute for the second component as in other shortened 
forms, and consequently ma;:.da as the first component refers to a divine name. 
I am not sure whether this argument is fully reliable. Apart from the last 
point for which there is no further explanation, let it be noted that for his 
initial proposition Lommel gives only one J,lg Vedic name, N r-medha, and 
declares others with medlui "wisdom" as the first component to be late. Then 
what about Medhatithi? r~ it also a late name or a different one (G1assmann)? 
Anyhow, even if the l\fedian name Mazdaka is to be connected with some 
pre-Zoroastrian deity, the Prophet's indebtedness for his God is not at all a 
serious or substantial matter as I sha.ll show while considering Pettazzoni's 
article "Ahura Mazda, the Knowing Lord" in !11do-Irm1ia11 Studies i11 Ho1w11r 
<?t' •.. Darab . .. Sanjana, p. 149 IT. 

Pettazzoni, with his wide knowledge of the history of primitive and other 
religions, shows that the notion of an all-knowing God is not necessarily sprung 
from the mind of an inspired Prophet but is simply rooted in the proper and 
essential nature of a god (p. 154), so much so that it is common among all 
primitive tribes today (p. 156 ff.). And he concludes "Far, then, from Ahura 
Mazda's omniscience being a creation ex nilzilo, only applied to a higher divine 
ideal ... , it was rather, on the contrary, to an already existing Iranian tradi
tional god, conceived ab antiquo as all-knowing, that the Founder of Zoroas
trianism applied for making him the very and only deity of the new faith" 
(p. 159). Further, even while admitting "the eventuality that Ahura Mazda 
may be a newly invented Zoroastrian name" Pcttazzoni too believes that it 
was rather adopted. He is thus not only cautious but his further remark 
makes the matter more harmless and therefore acceptable, when he adds : 
"Being two amongst many adjectival terms usually employed in religious 
language of pre-Zoroastrian times ... they were choiced ... as the only ones to 
be worthy of becoming typical appcllatives of God" (p. 159 f.). This is quite 
different from what is claimed and concluded by others. The author's trea
tise, La religione di :(.aratlmslra (Bologna 1921), being inaccessiblc I cannot say 
how he further appreciates the teaching of the Prophet and judges its origi
nality, but at least as regards the divine name his attitude is perfectly correct. 
He lays also due emphasis on the loose connection of the terms ahura and 
mazdii/1. 

Indeed, the fixed form is a later, theological innovation, it being con
venient and, I admit, also being justified or influenced by Zarathustra's pre
forence of ma;:,dah to the other aspect terms. This preference, however, is 
only such as to show that the divine name was, at the most, in the making
not already made as far as the Gathas arc concerned. No further weight can 
be laid upon the preferential use of the term. We know that out of the five 
or seven aspects three,-ma;:.dah, afa (rta), and vallll manalz-are decidedly more 
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prominent ; so out of these again maz.diilt is given greater importance by Zara
thustra. 'Vhy he did it, we cannot ascertain-only surmise. There is not 
even clear evidence for the former use and eminence of this term as there is 
in the case of rta, which is met with in the J;lg Veda-and also elsewhere in 
proper names. In short, the elsewhere-mentioned discovery made by Maria. 
Wilkins Smith remains intact ; and so also the conclusion to be dra·wn from it. 
Here lies the germ of my only but essential comment as to what Pcttazzoni 
has failed to observe. The new conception of God docs not exhaust itself in 
being "wise or all-knowing," but goes further ; it includes also other four or 
six great attributes. And therein lies the original contribution of Zarathustra. 
Not only out of many gods he imagined God, but he imagined Him or a quill' 
different type altogether. And this is what we arc not to overlook. 

Thus Zarathustra has not borrowed an older name of an older god nor 
changed it by a simple literary device-as we are repeatedly and confidently 
asked to believe. Rather the only conclusion from all those facts and figures 
is that he, either by profound thinking or by sheer intuition or by both, con
ceived his supreme God alwra "Sovereign" as endowed with ethical attributes 
or aspects of maz.dtih "Wisdom" and the rest. Hereby he adopted for God 
one of his generic terms cur.rent at the time and for aspects also only current 
words, some of which, like rta, had even already a high religious sense. This 
state of things is quite natural; and it is equally sufficient for our understanding 
and appreciating the new conception. Yet one may go further and explain 
why the more common generic term daiva was not adopted by him : because 
it was used by those tribes against whose views and practices he led the crusade. 
But to say he did not employ the specific OP term baga because it was specially 
connected with the god Mif)ra whom he wanted to dethrone (Herzfeld), for 
which reason, moreover, he preferred even the darker, more sinister Varm,ia 
to the lighter, more friendly Mitra as the model for his Ahura i\fazdah (Lom
mel), are not serious arguments but side remarks in favour of preconceived 
theories or pure assumptions. There is no dethronement as far as :Miflra and 
the like are concerned. The matter is rather different. I may not stick to 
what I have said about it on a former occasion (OLZ 1944 , 138 f.) but modify 
it in the light of Dumezil's theory. Mi6ra was surely not quite unknown to 
Zarathustra as I argued there, yet he was not dethroned by him but adopted 
or included just like other functional gods in the totally transformed form in 
the new aspect system. (For the details s. ZDMG 103. 347 f.) 

Now neither this system nor the transformation iL involved is an ordinary 
affair; it is not just an evolution but a real revolution, not a simple literary 
device but a result of hard, clear thinking and heart-searching or of intuition. 
In the history of humanity there do appear great poets, prophets or inventors 
whose achievement does not consist of a little methodical step in advance but 
a sudden genius-like change due to flash of insight and inspiration. Such 
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was the case with Zarathustra. Therefore, in a way, it is idle and fotile to ask 
how he came to his teaching of God and stil I worse to argue \vhether he created 
Him ex 11ihilo. Such clever quec;tions silencing the opponents are quite imper
tinent-beside the mark. H however science demands such inquiry this 
should be carried on within related peoples and not among some modern 
primitive tribes of Africa or America as a certain school docs in the name of 
the science of rdigions. or course, any enlightenment-wherever it may 
come from-cannot be but v.·clcomc ; but it should be an enlightenment that 
enlightens the extant obscurities, not -a chimera-like one making confusion 
worse confounded and difficulties more difficult. 

The first chapter has another speciolity inasmuch as it shows that also 
the Aryan gods of Mitani represent the same system of' threefold function, 
whereby all sorts or Indian sources (including the ritual texts, let it be em
phasised) arc laid under contribution. 

It is worth while to give a somewhat detailed account of this excellent 
chapter. After examining, with a fair summary and jmt critique, the various 
theorie; advanced by Schulz, Konow, and Christensen concerning these 
divinities, Dumczil puts forward his own theme that the reason for the appea
rance of just these and no other figures must be that they must have been the 
principal gods and consequently they must represent the triple division, cosmic 
as well as social, as do Jupiter, Mars, and Quirinus amongst the Romans. 
First of' all Vedic data justifies us in dividing those Aryan gods into three 
groups. It is a matter of common knowlcclge that Mitra-Varm.ta and Indra 
belong to two distinct groups. And since N asatya-s or Asvin-s, although very 
often invoked along with Indra., are neither of the same type as this ·warrior 
god, nor of the same funcLion nor oflhe same grade,-thcy too must belong to 
a different group. Also in the Mitani record one can observe the threefold 
division of the gods. Thus here as elsewhere l'vfitra-VaruI,ta represent sove
reignty (juridical and magical respectively), Indra fighting force, and Nasatya-s 
economical prosperity, health, fecundity, etc. This i'i their function in the 
cosmic plane. In Lhc social plane they represent, or arc represented by, 
priests, warriors, and cattle-tending agriculturists--that is, the whole com
munity or people at large. 

~ow if the Brahma1:ia-s as well as the epics repeatedly dwell upon the 
later inclusion of Nasatya-s among the participators of the sacrifice, we arc to 
consider it as the result of an Indian innovation brought about by the caste 
spirit of the age and place. The third class had become now the third caste ; 
in other words, the cattle-tending agriculturists were no longer considered to 
be on the same footing as the members of the first two groups of society but 
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were tegarded as the veritable plebs. Therefore their patron gods in the 
cosmic plane also lost the original equal position and had to fight for it just 
like their earthly representatives might have struggled for their rights. 

l'vfyths and mystic rites or legends in general, discussed and illuminated by 
Dumezil, show that it is Indra.who opposes the inclusion of Nasatya-s, the 
proud monarch against the miserable plebs. They leave no doubt also as to 
the above-mentioned threefold division and threefold function of the gods in 
question. 

It is not a paradox when I say that the inclusion or ::-.;a.satya-s or Asvin-s 
in the sacrifice i:; an Indian innovation clue to the caste system. Indeed, the 
inclusion by itself means avoidance of the caste spirit and a sort of progress in 
social evolution ; but the time and the manner in which that has been carried 
out presuppose former exclusion and actual efforts for recognition. It is this 
fm mer exclusion that is to be accounted for as an Indian innovation due to the 
caste system which despised the third class as it later on did the fourth and so 
onwards. This 1iarrO\\' or unsocial view is absent in the ~g Veda; and such is 
positively the case in the closely allied Avesta ; and therefore also in the earlier 
or Aryan period. Dumezil, however, secs traces of opposition in other sources 
also and concludes higher antiquity fnr it (p. 91 ff.). 

7 

While discussing the question of social or prolcssional divisions from the 
Iranian point of view every writer refers to the role of Zoroaster or his three 
sons, which the legend makes them play about the three classes. There is 
however another legend which more definitely shows Iranian attitude for their 
equality ; but that legend being in Pahlavi atlcntion is not drawn to it. I 
refer to Zat-spram's ,Zaratust-111imak 11 (ed. Anklcsaria, which is no longer with 
me; cf. my article in Journal of the Iranian Association 10, 115 ff. 1921, and \Vest, 
SBE 47. 148 f.), where it is related that on hearing the decision or resolution 
of the opposed party in power, namely, "the son of Poruhsp is senseless 
or : curbless ?) and foolish and secretly (=inwardly ?) corrupted ; he does not 
mind any of the men and women and docs not accept admonition," Poruhsp 
said to Zaratust : "I thought that I had begotten a son who would become a 
priest, warrior, and (=or) husbandman ; and (=but) now thou art foolish 
and .... corrupted ; do thou proceed to the Karap-:; that they may cure thee !" 
The episode docs not occur in the parallel version of DK VII, (it is reflected 
in chap. 13 bimiir iudan i. z, of Za"ituil-mima by Bahriim Pazdu who also other
wise follows Ziit-spram as I have shown elsewhere, c[ J. Iran. Assa. 11. 36 n.), 
but there is little doubt that it goes back to the Av. Nask Spand. Thus the 
statement of Zarathustra's father reflects the old notion that all the three 
classes were equally respectable. There was no rigid, watertight distinction 

2 
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nor, as it seems, were the three professions hereditary ; members of the same 
family could have belonged to all of them. Else how could Poruhsp wish 
that his son were a priest or a , ... ·arrior or a husbandman? The whole society 
must have been based on so to say democratic principles like the modern 
Afghan tribes, s. Tavadia, /11do-Ira11ian Studies II p. 36 ff. and cf. for the main 
point Dumezil, Naissa11ce . ... p. 68, and for· the 1Jg Vedic society Hopkins, 
Religions of !11dia, p. 28: "Thc1c was no fixed line ofdem<1rc<1tion between the 
classes. The king or another might act as his own priest-yet , .. ·ere there 
priestly families. The cow-boys might fight-yet were there those of the 
people that were especially "kingsmcn", nljan_)•as . ... 

There is an indirect proof~ if a p10of be necessary, that the Vedic tribes 
must have held similar notions about the three classes as did the ancient 
Iranians. The above-mentioned role of Zarathustra and his sons in this 
matter is only the later priestly reflection or version of an earlier notion ·which 
attributes the origin of the classc.s to Jamik:d-Yima (Yama) the first man 
according to the Aryan as opposed to the specific Iranian view, which recognises 
Gaya l'vfar;Jtan as such. This earlier notion is met with only in later, Persian 
and Arabic sources ; but Darmesteter with his usual insight secs a trace 
thereof even in the Av. On the triple division of the vara made by Yima 
(Viel 2. 30) he remarks that it "very likely answers the distinction or the three 
classes" (SBE 4. 18 n. 1, cf. also Le ,(p1d-.:Jvesta 2. 27 n. 5~~ where he says "sans 
doutc ... ") Bcnvcniste develops this view in his highly instructive article 
"Les Classes Socialcs clans la Tradition Avestiquc" in JAs 1932. 119 ff. A 
f urthcr proof for a similar belier about the origin of the classes is discovered 
by Dumezil among the third Aryan group, the Scythian, in a luminous article 
in JAs. 1930. 109 ff.-"La Prchistoire lndo-Iranienne des Castes." While 
givin!{ the history of this people Herodotus ( 4. 5-6) relates how the three sons 
of their first man, himself of di "inc origin, st rived lo get hold of the four golden 
objects fallen from heaven-a plough, a yoke, an axe, and a bowl or cup ; 
how the third alone succeeded, who thereupon became the sole king. Then 
he speaks of the four tribes that descended from the three brothers. l'vfoclern 
scholars interpret these tribes as geographical divisions, which involves various 
difficulties according to Dumezil. Herodotus himself makes no other mention 
about them. :rvforeover, why the two brothers who relinquished all rights to 
sovereignly should have any claim-territorial or otherwise. And lastly the 
next section :;peaks again of the threefold division or the country by the new 
king for his sons. F01 all these reasons Dumezil secs in the t\VO accounts two 
versions of one and the same legend, and understands "genos" not as tribes 
but simply descendants or social divisions issuin~ from the three sons just as 
the Iranian legend connects them v.·ith the three sons or Zarathustra. Then 
after pointing out the well attested connection between the classes and the 
instruments, which connection can be also observed in Ait. Br. 7. 19 on the 
Indian side and Vid. 14. 8-10 on the Iranian side, he ingeniously identifies the 
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four objects or the Scythian legend as the emblems and instrumenls of Lhc 
three social groups. The plough and yoke naturally rclcr to agriculturists ; 
the axe (along with the bow) is known as the national weapon of Scythian 
warriors ; and the cup or bowl can easily be the liturgical or magical utensil 
or priests. A welcome confirmation or various details is found in other legends 
of this people as well a..'! in those orits descendants, the modern Ossets inhabiting 
the Cauca~us. 

The later addition of the fourth class of "artisans" in Iran, already rcforred 
to in Y. 19. 16-17, marks industrial progress. And it is quite probable Lhat 
the former equality of the first three classes was also given up slowly and slowly 
and the line or demarcation was drawn more and more closely-though without 
the rigidity and severity of the Indian caste system. 

Herc may be added a couple or remarks which I have noted long ago 
on the said articles or the French savants. Benvenistc restores the corrupted 
designations of the last three classes in the extant text of Firdosi's Shah-nama, 
so as to conlilrm them with the usual religious terminology. The first however 
he leaves a'! it is, since it means "teachers" (1imriziyii11) and thus corresponds 
to the Manichean terminology. This explanation is plausible indeed ; and 
one may even support it with the fact that the modem Parsi designation 
adlryliru, although comin~ from Sk adhva~yu, actually means "teacher" (sec 
Tavadia, "Die Vierheit des Ormazd," ZDl\tIG .... ). But since there is no 
other re<rnm for the divergence or departure in naming the first class, one 
may prefer to apply the same method of restoration, namely by considering 
the likely changes in the orthography. Thus cimiiziyiin will turn out a corrup
tion from~isri;r<in (or aOrirn(fo)-far more easily than is the case with the other 
terms. 

Secondly, the inclusion of scribes instead of agriculturists in the third 
class (which happened in India also, with the Kayasth) is not due to the desire 
of the scribes or authors to exalt their profession as Dumczil remarks. The 
term refers to secretaries in governmental offices, not to authors as such ; 
and their inclusion marks the progress in political life, it points to the heightened 
acti\•ity of bureaucracy under the Sasanids, and thus reflects the real state of 
affairs. \Vhat is more instructive is the fact that sometimes even the religious 
texts betray the real state of affairs even while continuing to designate the 
class by the old, inherited term. Thus when Mx 59. 9 enumerates the defects 
of viisll)•o.frin as ignorance (dus-(tkiisih), enviousness (cafm-ara!kih), ill-will (vat
xviiliilt), and maliciousness (kcnvar7h)-a little reflection reveals to us that the 
author means or ought to mean by that term governmental scribes, bureaucrats 
-and not agriculturists. It is these public servants who ought to avoid the 
said defects in order to fulfil their function properly and justly ; whereas the 
tillers of the soil must have quite other qualifications. 
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8 

The net result of Dumezil's inquiry m the first chapter of his Naissa11ce 
d'Arclza11ges can be summed up as follows. The tripartite system is well estab
lished already in the Aryan pantheon, because i.t alone can account for the 
appearance of the Mitani gods Milra-Varu1:ia, Indra, and the twin Nasatya-s,
who in their turn decidedly represent the same in Indian sources. It is as well 
interesting as instructive to note that all of these sources-whether they arc 
early or late, Vedic or epic, mythical or ritual-point to that system. This 
continuity in the entire Indian tradition is now made evident by Dumezil 
in a clear and convincing manner. Thus also the data of ritual texts, for 
instance the order of gods in the sacrifice, arc to be appreciated as representing 
old notions (however tinged they may be with some local or late colouring, 
as I have pointed out above) ; they are not to be totally denounced as mere 
idle musings of later priests. They even supply parallels to the myths of 
other Inda-European peoples. The importance of Indian ritual can be 
said to be now established as a fruitful source for ancient mythology and 
religion in general also. Then when the Aryan origin of the tripartite system 
is ascertained, one is justified in assuming its existence in pre-Zoroastrian 
Iran too ; and consequently one may well inquire whether and how the 
Gath as of Za1 athustra give any clue to it. In other words, one has to find 
out whether the Prophet denounced and rejected it or changed and adopted it. 

Dumezil takes up this question in the following chapters. In his general 
survey of the Iranian religion he repeats the common but f undamcntal mi> take 
about "Ahura Mazdi1h" being the sole God of Zarathustra with some grand 
entitits under Him (p. 60). The real state of affairs is quite different as I 
observed above : the sole God is Ahura "Lord" endowed with maz.dah, ala, 
and other attiibutes or aspect terms. This difference is not a mere verbal 
trick or jargon signifying nothing ; it rather goes to the root of the matter. 
Moreover, it involvc;s and demands the revision of several problems ; for 
instance that on the religion of Darius I. On this point Dumezil accepts the 
result arrived at by Bcnveniste that it is not Zoroastrian, but to explain the 
occurrence of the same God Ahuramazda in the royal inscriptions he postulates 
two-fold religious reform in Iran-one pre-Zoroastrian, which already recogni
sed "Ahura Mazdah" as the supreme Goel, and the other based upon it by 
Zarathustra himself, which is far more revolutionary, moralising (p. 63). 

9 

But if one admits the fact based upon grammar-and one must admit 
it at all costs-the loose use of alwra and maz.diih by Zarathustra is not to be 
explained away as a simple poetical device but is to be considered as a matter of 
far-reaching consequences. I may be excused the repetition of that fact, 
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or one must prove that that so-called fact is a serious mistake : namely, in the 
Gathas mazdiih is not yet the divine name. For if it were so, its occurrence 
would not have affected the grammatical number of the verbs and pronouns 
referring to the Deity. The number would have remained sg. and not turned 
to pl., which it has done exactly as in the case of other aspect terms. The 
divine name is formed and fixed by the followers of the Prophet-not by the 
Prophet himself, still less by someone before him who is supposed to have 
introduced the postulated first reform. Therefore when Darius I calls his 
God Ahuramazda, he docs not follow that first reform, but the "reform" 
introduced by Zarathuslra or rather by his followers. In other words, he 
is a Zoroastrian-at Least nominally and prartically if not exactly and 
thoroughly. 

Whatever differences Benveniste or anybody ingenioudy and industrially 
picks out from the inscriptions and elsewhere, they can easily be attributed to 
other factors,-to the changes introduced by those followers of the Prophet, 
from whom Darius (or already his fore-fathers) accepted the ncvv· religion. 
If one allows or admits as a mallcr of fact the changes that arc so conspicuous 
in the Avesta and still Later Pahlavi works, why not those that arc to be found 
in the Old l 1ersian inscriptions ? And if in spite of the changes one calls the 
authors of the former Zoroastrian, why not those of the latter also? As long 
as one is not dealing with the depth and degree of the spirit of the Prophet 
in the writings, there is no reason for denying that designation for their authors. 
Indeed when Herzfeld, for instance, stamps. Darius as the contemporary and 
direct follower-not to mention blood relation-of Zarathustra, one cannot 
account for the differences ; they rather strongly stand in our way. But by 
adopting the view here propounded-I may better say sug{{csted, we have an 
excellent way out of all difficult !cs. Then even the use of baga as the divine 
appellative is as natural as that of any other words and forms peculiar l:J Old 
Persian. For one is not required to change one's Language while changing 
one's religion ; it is sufficient to adopt the name of the new God and such 
other untramlatable te1m~. 

It is perhaps neccs~ary ,to add some words about the Elamitc gloss "the 
god of the Aryans" on Ahuramazcla. This ·glms by no means proves that 
he was already the god of the Arya11s in the sense of the common ancestors of 
the Indians and Iranians. The term "Arvans" is used here in the sense of 
(ancient) "Persians" (including probably ~ther Iranians) just as elsewhere, 
in Bisitun § 70 where "in Aryan" means "in (Old) Persian" and certainly 
nothing else. On the ground of this gloss one can say at the most that Darius 
was not the first Persian to adopt the Zoroastrian religion, which point need 
not be pre~sed at all. It is sufficient if one attributes to him some special 
fervour and parthlity for it, just as one may do so in still greater degree to 
Xerxes because of his Daiva Inscription. It is again some such Zoroastrian 
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emphasis (or, if one prefers, revival) that accounts also for the similarity 
between the names around Darius and those around the patron of the Prophet. 
The identity of the names docs not necessarily mean the identity of the 
persons. 

10 

Above I admitted the importance of ritual and other Later texts as reliable 
sources, but Dumezil goes a Little too far when he declares that the difference 
between them and the Vedic hymns is merely a literary one. The clear 
details of the former arc said to be not always a development of the allusive 
references in the Latter ; they arc rather due to the style and diction of two 
different types of literature-prose treatises and poetical lyrics (p. 70). The 
addition of "always" makes his position as well as the matter safe ; yet one 
may be Led to the other extreme. Similarly the author is right about the 
double nature, abstract and concrete, of the aspect terms ; but it will be a 
mistake to deny any differenc.e between the Gathic and the later views thereon. 
Indeed there lies something essential behind the poetic and prophetic vision 
and the prosaic and priestly nnttcr-of-fact dognutic details. Anyhow it is a 
retrograde step to declare not only the loose use of alwra and m'.l~d.'ih but also the 
repetition of the aspect terms as the meaningless play of words. Dumczil 
quotes the well-known strophe Y. 47 · 1 a'> a clear case of the poet's desire 
to make a grand show, a grand collection of key-words (p. 74 ff.). But whether 
a grand show and collection or not the strophe is certainly a prayer inculcating 
some grand truths as I interpret it elsewhere (ZDl'vIG. IO:~ ·32lff.). Our 
difference is not about an isolated detail or a single strophe but about the 
entire principle or method of interpretation. Dum6zil seems to depreciate 
all such efforts (strictly based on grammatical usage) to get a clear and com
prehensive view of the prophetic words, when he asks "Que conclure de la?" 
and answers "Simplemcnt quc L' important, pour le po etc ct pour nous, cc n'cst 
pas le sens precis de Vohu (ou Vahista) Manah, son orientation soit vers 
la nuance "aspect of God," pour parler commc rvlme ~1I. \V. Smith, soit 
vers la nuance "virtue of men" ; c'est La pro;ence de ce mot-clef clans un 
groupemcnt avcc d'autres mots-clefa" (p. 76). The answer is perhaps to be 
restricted to the strophe in qu~>Lion. Anylnw, the author himiclf hastens 
to correct the wrong impre>>io:i. which (a> he admits) one might get from 
his remarks by a.:ld:ng a. glowing tribu '.e to th:! G \ ha'> contrasting them not 
only with the Ave3ta but also with the Veda (p. 79 f.). 

It is remarkable as a general fact that just like the Indian ritual texts also 
such a late Iranian one as Yasna 1 has preserved ancient notions about the 
pantheon. In both Fire holds the final place in the sacrifice, whereas the 
initial one is occupied by V ayu in India but by 111a1v•u (spa11talam.a) in Iran. 
The juxtaposition of Vayu and marryrt seems on the surface quite hopeless 
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for any effort at further comparison. But the pursuit has proved valuable 
far beyond any expectation. 

11 

Iranian texts speak of Vayu as a double, as having two aspects-one 
belonging to the Beneficent Spirit, the other to the (Evil-working) Inimical 
Spirit, or simply as Good \Vind and Bad \Vind. This representation is almost 
unique ; it i~ comparable only to the irrcat doctrine of the two Spirits (m!ll~l'U-s) 
Good and Evil thcm<;clvc.;, who arc further characterised as initial. It is 
worth while to add that this trait of priority receive.> a sort of novel interpreta
tion at the hand., of Dumezil. His chief conclusion, however, is that both 
traits, duality and priority, arc inherited from a figure in the polytheistic and 
naturalistic religion which Zarathustra replaces by a monotheistic and ethico
intellectual system. In other words, man)'ll is a philosophic substitute of the 
atmospheric Vayu. This one can easily admit and also his further suggestion 
that the Iranian twofold Vayu is probably represented in India too by the 
Vedic couple or group Indra-Vayu, and thus goes back to the Aryan period. 
Herc again Dumezil pays a just tribute to the decisively advanced step taken 
by the Prophet (p. 90 f.), whose very choice of the term is significant : ma~•u 
is a spirit, but not a static one, rather dynamic, moving and working ; it is Gr. 
thumos rather than psyche, Lat. animus rather than mens. (For a detailed 
examination of the whole Gatha concerning the Two Spirits, Y. 30, sec my 
lndo-lranian Studies II pp. 22-26, 88-113; for a few remarks ZDMG 100. 
232-238, and for further ones below.) 

12 

It may not be considered out of place if I here add a few words on a 
novel issue raised by Henning in his Zoroaster, p. 46 where he says: "It seems 
to me that a dualism of this kind can have been built only on a pre-existing 
monotheism. . . . For this reason I would claim that the religion in which 
Zoroaster grew up was purely monotheistic. Zoroastcr~s religion (as arc most 
dualistic movements) is best understood as a protest against monotheism. 
Wherever a monotheistic religion establishes itself, this protest is voiced
if there is a man with a brain in his head." Now apart from this general 
premise which may or may not be justified, I can say with some emphasis 
and confidence that it is not true in the case of Zarathustra at least. It will 
be very difficult, nay even impossible, to find a single word of protest from him 
against monotheism or belief in one good God responsible for the world
provided, of course, one docs not st1ctch the la5t words about responsibility 
which is out cf the question, I think. On the contrary, the Prophet will be 
found contemplating and concluding a monotheistic conception of the invisible 
power that goes under the designation of God. One has only to glance at 
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such typi;al pieces as Y. 43 or more especially 44 and various other places like 
Y. ~H. 7-9 to convince oneself of the long recognised fact. I do not believe 
Henning or anybody can propose a different interpretation of these prophetic 
words to change our opinion about Zarathustra's attitude towards monotheism, 
which remains intact in spite of his so-called dualistic doctrine as I have said 
elsewhere (ZDMG 100. 237 f., /11do-lra11ia11 Studies 1194 f., 110 ff.). 

The whole teaching of Zarathustra can be summed up as rationalistic 
or rather ethico-philosophic. He does not share the common-place, primitive, 
popular belief that good things arc done by this or that god or goddess and evil 
things by such and such demon or demoness when these arc praised or pro
pitiated or both. He rather holds and inculcates that things arc achieved 
owing to or according to cthico-intellectual ideals within and without man. 
Hence his key-words, which arc to be taken in double sense-as ac;pects of 
God and as virtues of man. Indeed Zarathustra docs not deny outside 
powers as such nor docs he make man absolutely independent of them. But 
those outside powers arc not the arbitrary gods and the like. They arc the 
two polar-forces, good and evil mai~u-s ; and man has to follow one and fight 
the other to reach the personal as well as the universal goal. There is no 
sharp division between the things of the high above and those of the down 
below ; there is eternal and universal inter-relation between them. 

This comprehensive view of the universe in which both heaven and earth 
co-operate can be called, in a way, already Aryan or even Inda-European. 
It is not an unknown thing how V eclic singers com binc divine and human 
themes in single hymns or even single strophes. \Vhile participating in the 
Veda class recently it even occurred to me inter alia that, under god Indra 
is also meant some human warrior. This reminds me of another, mystic view 
that in Vedic rites sacrificers assume themselves to be gods. This is how
ever not the subject for me to pursue ; it will be certainly worth while for 
someone else. Herc I shall only quote a pertinent remark of Bcrgaignc : 
"Ni le ciel seul ni la tcrrc sculc, mais la tcrrc ct le cicl etroitement unis ct pres
que confondus, voila l~ vrai domaine de la mythologie vedique, mythologic 
dont le ritucl n'cst que la reproduction" (La Religion Vedique I. p. 24). 



THE HILL TRIBES OF ASSAM 
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The story or the hill tribes of' Assam was, until as recently as the last \Vorld 
War, very much of a closed book lo most people in India. The North East 
frontiers of India were, till then, only of interest to the few Government offi
cials who had to work among the tribes of India's Tibcto-Burman border. 
The Japanese invasion, hO\vcvcr, brought this little knO\-vn State to the notice 
of the world and with Assam as the cynosure of every eye, stories of the different 
people of this wild, primitive, frontier state started coming out to the world. 
A concise survey, even in the briefest form, on all the hill tribes ofAssam would 
indeed be a difficult undertaking. So many are the tribes, so varied their 
customs, so diflcrcnt their languages and dialects, that a study of one tribe 
alone is a major work in itself. Volumes have been written about these 
people, but each volume deals with a particular sub-tribe alone, which the 
author has particularly concentrated on and studied in a fairly comprehensive 
manner. It is a strange fact, too, that there arc tribes in the adminsitered 
area today about whom nothing has been written in any connected sequence. 
Even stranger still, the fact that there arc unknown tribes on our North Eastern 
frontiers, tribes whose territories have not been influenced by the march of 
time and civilisation, who, in this Twentieth century, live the lives of their an
cestors and arc governed by no laws but their own. We follow then, those 
tribes about whom something is known, but before we deal with each tribe 
separately, it would be better to first get a general picture of the hill tribes of 
Assam as a whole. 

The state of Assam, bounded as tt 1s m the North by Tibet, and in the 
East by Burma, has for centuries been subject to infiltration and raids by 
marauding tribes from beyond its borders. Today we sec the known tribes of 
Assam established on the hill ranges which have been called after them. Herc 
they were established after centuries of migration, brought about by wars, 
feuds, raids or economic necessity. Their past is very much of a legend and 
the known history of these tribes really begins with the Nineteenth century, 
when civilisation first visited the hills of Assam. Anthropologists have tried 
to trace their origin, but their findings, though scientifically sound, are yet 
extremely inadequate to give us any connected story about their past. Their 
own epics and legends, usually narrated in the form of tribal songs, are as 
romantic and fascinating as any in the world. They will all trace their origin 
to the hills to which they now belong, but this, after all, is only natural of 

3 
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simple people who could not have possibly kept a record of their constantly 
changing past. 

ORIGIN' AND l)OPULATION 

The hill tribes of Assam, which arc, generally speaking, of l\fongolian 
extraction, numbn roughly 15,00,000 out of a total state population of appro
ximately 11,500,000. The above figures for the hill tribes is only roughly 
given, as a census has not been taken for some years, and, in any case, a 
correct figure or the population or the hills in certain areas would be most 
difficult to assess even by practical means. This figure docs not include the 
tribes of the unaclministcrcd tribal areas. The unadministcrcd tribal areas, 
referred to oflicially as the Tribal Areas, consist of most of the districts of 
Balipara, Sadiya and the Tirap Frontier Tract, and also an area to the East 
of the administered Naga Hills district. Most of this area has not been 
administered and, as has been previously stated, some of it not even visited. 
The Tribal areas have seen little or no departure from the traditional ways 
of life. The fringes bordering Tibet and Northern Burma have been 
influenced slightly by Buddhism while Christianity has similarly influenced 
those bordering the l\aga Hills administered area. The vast majority, 
however, still adhere to a form of animism. Almost all the people in these 
areas arc entirely illiterate. As far as their development is concerned, these 
tribals, though of the same stock, are far behind the hill tribes of the admini
stered territory. The administered hill tribes are found in the districts of the 
Naga Hills, North Cachar Hills, Mikir Hills, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Garo 
Hills, Lushai Hills and the hill areas of Manipur State. Of these, a very 
small minority have lell the hills and settled in the plains. 

LANGL'AGE 

Perhaps the most interesting fact about the hill tribes is the great diversity 
oflanguages which exists among such a comparatively small number of people. 
There arc between fifteen to twenty distinct languages, not including innu
merable dialects, and with a small exception in the case of the Lushais and 
Kuk.is, the speaker of one language or dialect will not understand that of 
another. This has been one of the main reasons for the distinct separation 
of these tribes and the lack of any appreciable unity among the hill people. 
Hindustani and Assamese have, for a long time, been adopted as the lingua 
franca for trade among the more advanced and more developed hillmen who 
have to come clown to meet the traders. As an opposite to this, of course, the 
traders who serve the interior naturally adopt the language of the people they 
serve. As a lingua fra11ca, however, Hindustani seems to be more widely 
known than Assamese, particularly in the Southern and Central areas. 
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EDUCATION 

In the educational field, the hill tribes arc at varying stages of educational 
advance. The Khasis and Lushais arc by far the most developed. After 
them come the Nagas, the Garns and the Kukis. The Mikirs arc yet far 
behind. It is only in recent years that great advances have been made in the 
educational field among the Nagas and the effects of this cannot yet be fully 
felt. The standard of literacy of the Khasis and Lushais, however, is com
parable with that of the people of the plains, except that the number receiving 
higher education is considerably less. 

RELIGION 

The hill tribes originally followed a form of animism, and those who have 
not yet been converted to Christianity are animists still. Christianity, how
ever, has been and is still rapidly spreading among them. There are few non
Christians among the Khasis and Lushais while almost half the Naga popula
tion has been converted. Indications go to show that all but a small minority 
will be Christians in the near future. Hinduism and l\fahommcdism have no 
converts in the hills. 

ECONOMY 

Agriculture is very much the mainstay or the hill people though the 
more advanced, who live in the big towns, have floated and established business 
enterprises. The normal method of agriculture, generally, is jhuming, jhum
ing being the system of cultivation where the undergrowth is burnt and the 
seeds cast in the soil so enriched by the ashes. The agricultural life of the 
people, however, is not an easy one. The cultivaLion or the hill slopes is a 
difficult task involving much hard work. Subsistence cultivation is more 
prevalent in the interior with cash crops more favoured in the areas accessible 
to road transport. Apart from the system of jhuming, some tribes, and parti
cularly the Angami Nagas, have developed cultivation by irrigated terraces 
to a very high degree. The belief in the old methods of cultivation is very 
strong and modern scientific methods arc still regarded with suspicion and 
distrust. 

INDUSTRY 

There arc as yet no important industrial undertakings in the hills. Small 
developments would be possible only with improved communications. These 
hills, however, have not been thoroughly surveyed for any source of important 
mineral wealth. At many places there is a possibility of harnessing abundant 
water power, but such power stations have yet to be established. The areas 
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are still very undeveloped in this respect and the future of industry in the hills 
has yet to be seen. Agriculture continues to be the mainstay of the people. 

LOCAL ADMINISTRATION 

The village is the normal unit of administration and its organisation varies 
with every tribe. Broadly speaking, however, there arc two main diversions :-

(1) Villages ruled by elders-Ao, Lotha, Angami and Kacha Kagas, 
Mikirs, Garos and Khasis. 

(2) Villages ruled by hereditary chiefs-Serna and Tangkhul Nagas, 
Lushais and Kukis. 

The power of the autocratic chicl: although absolute in theory, is, in 
practice, limited and he always has to appoint elders to assist him. Their 
appointment and dismissal of course, arc subject to his mvn discretion. \Vi th 
the stopping of tribal warfare and the spread of education and Christianity, 
the authority of the chief has tended to decline although his powers arc still 
considerable. Village authority in the hills is still very much of a living force 
and controls practically every aspect of village lire. It is only in a few areas, 
particularly in the Khasi hills, that it has tended to become \1veaker and for the 
villagers to take their disputes to the Courts in preference to the village council. 
This, of course, may be partly due to the fact that the Khasi village authorities 
have not been vested with certain limited judicial and other powers as has been 
done in the case of other tribes. 

TRIBAL ORGANISATION AND UNITY 

The lack of any effective unity among the hill peoples has been very much 
of a problem. In fact, there was no effective unity within the tribe itself in 
many cases. In recent years, however, the formation of Tribal Committees 
has indicated the development of tribal consciousness and a step towards more 
effective unity. The most recent development is the District Council, which 
embodies a form of local autonomy in all matters with some important ex
ceptions. The consciousness of the need for unity was stimulated by a poli
tically uncertain future and the impact of war. Effective unity is a slate to 
which these people have to be gradually led by progressive steps. The District 
Council embodies and is intended to preserve the traditional democratic way 
of life of the different tribes. 

JusTICF. 

Customary law has prevailed in practically all cases except those of the 
most serious nature. Further exceptions arc those offences arising as a result 
of the advent of administration, such as the disobedience of laws and orders 
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applied by the Government to the hill areas. Customary law, of course, 
varies from tribe to tribe and sometimes even within a tribe. The village 
council, to whom considerable powers have been delegated under the Rules 
for the administration of justice, hear all but the most serious cases. In the 
Khasi hills, Garo hills and Mikir hills, these powers have been delegated to an 
individual elected by the people and approved by Government who has juris
diction over a number of villages. The village authority is the revenue 
collecting agent in certain other areas. Appeals lie to the District Magistrate 
or his subordinate .Magistrates. In most hill districts, there is a staff of in
terpreters for interpretation from the local language into the lingua fra11ca 
of the district and who act as intermediaries between the Government and the 
people. This staff, in certain areas, and particularly in the ~aga Hills, also 
hear and decide less important cases and appeals from village decisions. An 
appeal lies from their decision to the District officer. Justice is, on the whole, 
speedy, cheap and acceptable and has behind it the sanction of long tradition. 

The above gives us a general picture or the hill tribes, without any re
ference to the many different customs prevalent among them. The hill 
people arc in a process of change, but not in any change affecting too much 
their basic traditions and ways of life. Changes in the aspect of political 
cohesion, of unification of efforts and ideals, or a better and broader outlook 
on life brought about by Christianity and the urge to education and higher 
studies these arc some which make the picture of tribal life look better and 
brighter each year. The process of development is at present fairly rapid. 
Basic traditions and ways of living, will, if affected at all, and despite the 
rapid process of development, be affected in very gradual stages. In con
sidering each tribe, therefore, it is very essential also to examine some of these 
old habits, customs and characteristics to get a fair idea of the tribe, even 
though religion, civilisation and education may have changed their outlook 
towards such habits and customs. The wealth of matter that could be in
cluded in the succeeding paragraphs is almost limitless, but only a brief sketch 
of the more interesting points can be undertaken in this paper. 

THE LUSHAIS 

Loc:ATION 

The Lushai Hills, which comprise an area of some 7000 square miles, 
are bounded on the North by SYLHET and CACHAR, and the state of 
MANIPUR, on the \Vest by the CHITTAGONG Hill Tracts and the state 
of Hill Tippera, on the South by Northern Arakan and the Chin Hills, and 
on the East by the Chin Hills. The whole surface is covered with ranges 
of hills which run almost due North and South, with an average height of 
about 3000 feet on the West, rising to 4000 feet farther East, and here and 
there to over 8000 feet. 
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ORIGIN 

The history of the Lushai Hills, as far as is known, is the history of a back
wash or eddy of the great wave of immigration that is generally believed to 
have started from Korth-\\!est China and spread over Assam and southwards 
towards the sea. In the Lushai Hills, the movement over the last century 
has been northwards. AL the beginning of the :Nineteenth century, certain 
tribes, known as the old Kuk.is, were driven from this country, and finding 
no safety in the plains of Cachar, settled in the hills to the ~forth of the Surma 
Valley. Fifty years later, there was another immigration of hill men, called 
New Kukis to distinguish them from their predecessors, who were driven from 
the Southern hills by the Lushais, who made their first appearance on the 
Chatachara range in 1840. Prior to the advent of the British, the Lushais 
had been accustomed to make periodical dcccnts upon the plains. Such raids, 
however, continued even after the advent of the British. }>unitive action 
had often to be taken and it was not until 1892 that the hillmen decided to 
remain peaceful. This state of peace continued thereafter. 

PoPVLATION 

The population of the Lushai Hills is at present roughly given as 200,000. 
This figure includes the sub-divisions of these hill people of which the principal, 
the Lushais, supply chiefs to nearly every village in the hills. The others arc 
the Pois or immigrants from the Chin Hills, the Hmar, or tribes who have come 
from Manipur, the Raltc, the Paithc, the Thado, the Lakhcr. Generally 
speaking, however, they arc all Lushais. They arc a short and sturdy race, 
with countenances of a distinctly l\fongolian type. 

VILLAGES 

The people live in villages which are generally built on the top of a ridge 
or spur and which, before the British occupation of the hills were strongly 
stockaded. Each village is ruled by a chief who was in the past entirely 
indcpendant. The chief is still fairly supreme but if his subjects dislike his 
administration, they move elsewhere. It is he who settles all disputes and 
decides on the areas of cultivation and the changes oflocation of the community. 
His house is the poor house of the community and orphans and indigent persons 
live there and get food in return for labour. 

CusTm1s 

In spite of the fact that women exceed the men in numbers, the Lushai 
bachelor has to pay heavily for his wife. The father or nearest male relative 
of the girl receives from three to ten mith::m (hill cattle), though cash or other 
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articles may sometimes be given in their place. The giving of cash or gifts 
does not end there, however, for the aunt, the nearest male relative on her 
mother's side and the eldest sister must also receive something. Divorce by 
mutual consent is recognised, but as the man does not recover any part of the 
bride's price, the inducement to such a course seldom exists. Inheritance 
among the Lushais follows the following lines. In wealthy families, when a 
son marries, he receives a certain number of houses and becomes an indepcn
dant chief: At the same time, he receives a share of his father's valuables. The 
youngest son remains with his father and eventually succeeds to the villa~c. 
~1uch the same custom prevails among the common people. 

Their ancient funeral rites, which arc not widely followed now, were 011 

the following lines. After death, the corpse was dressed in its best clothes and 
fastened to a bamboo frame in a sitting posture. A big feast was then give11 
to the friends and neighbours and food and drink were offered to the corpse. 
On the evening following the death, the body was interred just opposite the 
house, the grave consisting of a shaft about four or five feet deep from which a 
tunnel branched oIT in which tllC' corpse was placed. 

RELIGIO:S 

Lushais were originally animists and a !Cw still are in the more remote 
regions. The influence of the missionaries, however, has been very great, 
and particularly that of the 'Welsh Mission. Lushais are now predominantly 
Christians. In fact, as compared to the other hill tribes, the percentage of 
Christians is the highest in the Lushai Hills. 

AGRICULTURE AND l:SDl'STRY 

Agriculture is the mainstay of life in the Lushai Hills. Jhuming is the 
system of cultivation adopted. The main crop is rice. Other crops which 
grow well and which could be developed are cotton, oranges, pineapples, 
bananas, maize, tea, coffee, sugarcane, tung and tobacco. The district could 
well be almost self-sufficient in products. No thorough survey has been carried 
out to ascertain any potential sources of mineral wealth. Such a survey might 
reveal possibilities as yet unknown. An important cottage industry in the 
area is the weaving of cloth at which the Lushais arc very clever with an 
extremely good sense of design. 

EDUCATION 

The standard of education in Lushai is high and compares favourably 
with that in any other part of India. Education is given mainly through 
mission schools which take pupils upto middle standard. There is a small 
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high school in the capital, AIJAL. Quite a number of village primary 
schools exist all over the district. Education is given great importance by the 
people and its development and progress arc very good. 

THE PEOPLE 

The Lushais arc a short, sturdy race of g-ay, happy and intelligent people. 
They arc extremely musically minded and sing their hill songs beautifully 
to the accompaniment of guitars and ukelcles. The men today adopt the 
western mode or dress but their women still adhere to the Lushai lungi, the 
"puanchci", which is woven with a multitude or gay colours by the women 
themselves. Their tribal dances are not suggestive or wildness but extremely 
picturesque. Apart from being cultivators, the men arc very keen sportsmen 
and the spirit or competition with them runs very high. They are a very 
hospitable people and their magnanimity with food and zu is well known 
to those who have visited the Lushai Hills. 

0RGA;>;ISATION 

The district is in charge or a Superintendent or AIJAL in the North with 
a sub-divisional officer at LUNCLEH in the South. These arc the only two 
places in the hills that arc anything more than villages and they are the main 
trade centres. The Superintendent and Sub-Divisional Officer keep contact 
with the chiefs through circle interpreters, who arc constantly touring- in various 
circles. The chiefs run their own territories, assisted by their elders, and 
arc interfered with as little as possible. 

After World War II, a popular political party, the ::VIizo Union, came 
into being as representative of the Lushai people. Certain members seceded 
from this party in 1947 to form the UMFO (United Mizo Freedom Organi
sation) and this new party adopted a distinctly pro-Burma attitude. In fact, 
their leaders were known to have visited RANGOON at the invitation of the 
Burma Government. They lost in the general elections, however, and there 
arc indications that the party is now almost extinct. The Mizo Union is 
still very popular. The working of the District Council cannot as yet be 
commented on as it has really only begun. 

THE KHASIS AND SYNTENGS 

LOCATION 

The Khasi and J aintia Hills, covering an area of some 6000 square miles, 
form the central section of the watershed between the valleys of the Brahma
putra and the Surma. The district is bounded on the North by Kamrup 
and Nowgong, on the East by Nowgong and Cachar, on the South by Sylhct, 
and the West by the Garo Hills. To the North the hills rise gradually from the 
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Brahmaputra Valley in a succession of low ranges, covered with dense ever
green forests. On the South, the Khasi Hills spring immediately from the 
plain to a height of 4000 feet and form a level wall along the North of the 
Surma Valley. The Jaintia Hills slope more gently to the plain, but these 
also have no low out-lying ranges. The Southern and central portions of the 
district consist or a wide plateau bet ween -1000 and 6000 feet above sea-level, 
the highest point or which, the Shillong peak, rises to 6450 feet. On the 
North, towards Kamrup, arc two similar plateaux of lower elevation. 

ORIGIN 

On ethnological grounds, there arc reasons for supposing that the Khasis 
and Symcngs have been established in these hills for many centuries ; but, 
living as they did in comp;iral ive isolation in their mountain strongholds, 
little is known of their early history. They, like the other tribes of Assam, arc 
descendants of the great lndo-Chincsc race, whose headquarters are supposec! 
to have been in North-\Vestcrn China. They arc, however, thought to belong 
tu one or the earliest band or immigrants. Their language is quite unlike 
any other form of tribal speech now found in Assam, but is connected with the 
Mon-Khmer group of Burma and the Malay Peninsula. They are decidedly 
l'v!alay in appearance. \Yhilc the rest or the horde pressed onwards towards 
the sea, the Khasis remained behind in their new highland home, and for 
many centuries have maintained their nationality intact, though surrounded 
on every side by people of a different stock. The tribe is divided into a large 
number ol exogamous classes which arc in theory composed of persons 
descended from the same female ancestor. 

These hillmen, though more peacefully disposed, were known to harry 
the plains on the North and South of the district and ravage villages at the 
base or their hills with fire and sword. They were first visited by Europeans 
in 1826 when !'\fr. David Scott, whose name is even now very \vcll remembered, 
entered into arrangements with the chiefa for the construction of a road through 
their territory from the Northern plains into Sylhet. The threat of being 
brought under taxation made the tribes rise in 1829 and massacre two European 
Officers. and their followers. Military operations, protracted over several 
seasons, were then commenced and it was not until 18~i~i that the last of the 
Khasi chicfa tendered his submission. With their indcpcndance recognised, 
they entered into engagements with the Government and their development 
thereafter was peaceful. 

PoruLA no1' 

The latest estimate of the population of the Khasi and J aintia Hills is 
given as just under 300,000. The people who inhabit thcJaintia Hills, forming 
the Jowai sub-division or the Khasi and .J aintia Hills are known as Synteng·s 
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by the people who dwell in the uplands of the central part of the district who 
call themselves Khasis. The people inhabiting the deep valleys and hill sides 
ju the South arc called ·wars. The Systengs call themselves Pnars and refer 
to the Khasis as the Khynriam. The term Khasi, however, is a general name 
for all the people of the district. The people of the low-lying hills to the North 
though kno\\>'n as Bhois, arc al~o Khasis. The above figure, if sub-di\'idcd, 
would probably show the population of the Syntcngs as about half that of the 
Khasis. They arc a short and sturdy race with great muscular development 
of the leg. The Syntcngs and the inhabitants of the lower reaches arc less 
smrdily built and have darker complexions, the result, in all probability, of 
closer connection with the plains. 

As compared to many of the l'\orth-East frontier tribes, were liule security 
oflife and property compel~ed the people to Jive in large villages on sites selected 
for their defensive capabilities, the Khasi \•illages arc, as a rule, small. This, 
of course, is due to the fact that the Khasis have been less distracted by internal 
\\larfarc. The houses arc low, with roofa nearly reaching to the ground, and 
are usually made of \voodcn planks. They are not built on platforms, as is 
normally the case with the hill tribes, but the floor is often made of boards. 
The well-to-do now follow the modern method of house construction, the 
houses being light and earthquake proof: a feature which was introduced after 
the great earthquake of 1897. 

C:usTm.1s 

Christianity has greatly influenced the Khasis as far as their marriage 
custom is concerned but the old custom still prevails among those not so influ
enced. At a marriage, the parties are pronounced man and wife in the 
presence of friends and a feast usually follows. The essential part of the 
ceremony is the mixing of liquor from two different gourds, representing the 
two contracting parties, and the eating out of the same plate by the bride 
and bridegroom. This union can be terminated by mutual consent, and is 
effected by a public declaration coupled with the presentation by the man to 
the woman ol' five cowries or copper coins which she returns to him with five 
similar coins of her own. He then throws them away. The public procla
mation is sometimes dispcmccl with and the marriage dissolved by the simple 
tearing of a pii.n leaf. The contracting parties at first live in the bride's mother's 
house, but after the birth of children, the parents may set up house keeping 
together. The youngest daughter, however, will carry on in her mother's 
house to which she eventually succeeds. 
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The Khasis follow the system of matriarchy and the women among 
the Khasis enjoy a posiLion of unusual digniLy and importance. They have 
for generations been the custodians of property. Their counsels carry weight 
with their male relatives and with Lhcm do the women share the burden of life, 
but in spite of their responsibilities and duties, they have lost none of the 
fascinating characteristics of their sex. The question of inheritance cannot be 
understood without an understanding of the Khasi ideal of life-his "Niam" 
or religion. In the present day, one gets the idea that the youngest daughter, 
who becomes the custodian of properly, is the inheritor. In fact, the property 
is the property of the family, who arc bound together by ".:\iam", and such 
property is also bound up with obligations connected with that "Niam" of 
the family. "Ka Niam" is the cementing factor of the family. The parental 
or ancestral home is the "Ing Niam." In that circle of family religion and 
worship, the females keep up the "Niam" while all the male relatives arc 
prospective shcdders of blood and prospective fathers of other families who 
arc not members of the family of their mothers. The youngest daughter, 
being the last person to keep house for the parents with them and after them, 
is the keeper of the "Niam" as well as of the property. The earners in a family 
arc not permilted to take their earnings outside that family. Thus, as long as 
a man remains in his mother's house, whether married or unmarried, he is 
earning for his mother's family and his mother or sisters and their children 
arc his heirs. If, howeYer, he is living separaLcly with hi'> wife, she and her 
daughters arc entitled to succeed. 

The Non-Christian Khasis burn their dead, each clan or family having 
its own burning ground. Two arrows are shot, one to the East and the other 
to the \.Yest to protect the dead man and a cock is sacrificed, which is supposed 
to show the spirit the way to the other world and to wake him at dawn so 
that he may pursue his journey. The bones arc subsequently collected from 
the pyre and removed to the common burial place of the tribe. The stones 
erected to the memory of the dead form a special feature, being very numerous 
and often a great size. These monuments arc of two kinds, some being tall 
upright monoliths, others fiat slabs resting on smaller stones about eighteen 
inches high. The monoliths arc generally placed in rows, the central stone 
being erected in memory of the maternal uncle and one on either side in 
honour of the deceased and the dcceasccl's father. These monumental stones 
arc erected near villages and paths where they will be most often seen. 

RELIGI0:-1 

Christianity has greatly influenced the Khasi Hills, the earliest Mission, 
the Welsh Presbyterian, being established in the hills since 1841. A Roman 
Catholic l\tlission started work towards the encl of the nineteenth century. 
A vast majority of the former animistic population is now Christian. The 
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natural religion of the Khasis, however, is like that of most or the hill tribes, 
rather vague and ill defined. They believe in a future state but do not trouble 
themselves much about it. 

Misfortunes arc attributed to evil spirits and steps arc at once taken to 
ascertain who is offended and how he may best be propitiated. One of their 
most curious superstitions is that of the "thlen." The tradition runs that there 
was once in a cave near Chcrrapunji a gigantic snake or "thlcn," which caused 
great havoc among men and animals. At last, one man took a herd of goats 
with him to the cave and kd them one by one to the monster. The snake 
soon learnt to open its mouth to be fed at a given signal, and the man, making a 
lump of iron red hot, threw it into its mouth and thus killed it. The body 
was then cut up and eaten but one small piece remained and from it sprang a 
multitude of "thlcns." These ''thlens" attach themselves to different families 
and bring wealth and prosperity but only if feel on human blood from time to 
time. To satisfy this craving a human being must be killed and the hair, the 
tips of the fingers and a little blood offered to the snake. Many families arc 
known or suspected to be keepers of the "thlcn." Murders have frequctly 
been committed in the past in consequence of this superstition. 

AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY 

The soil of the Khasi Hill-; consits of stiff clay which, in its natural 
state, is not very fertile. 1\fanurc is accordingly much. prized. Towards the 
East, the land becomes more fertile. The Khasis are energetic-and enterpris
ing farmers and arc quick lo adopt fresh staples that arc likely to yield a profit. 
In the more level valleys, rice is grown on terraces and irrigated. Elsewhere, 
crops arc raised on hi1lsidcs. Turf and scrub arc dug up, arranged in beds 
and burnt and the seeds is sown in the ashes which serve as manure. In addi
tion to rice, the principal crops are maize and various kinds of millet and pulse. 
Some cotton is grown in the forest clearings to the North and oranges, betel 
nuts and pineapples on the Southern slopes of the hills. Potatoes were first 
introduced in 18:30 and were soon widely cultivated. Peaches, pears and 
plums are grown on the higher hills. The mineral wealth of the districts 
consists of coal and lime stone. The iron industry was originally of considerable 
importance but is now almost extinct. Cloths are woven in the Jaintia Hills 
from thread spun from the 'cri' silk worm and from cotton grown in the 
jhums. Bamboo mats and cane baskets arc also made. In addition to being 
farmers, the hillmen arc keen traders. 

EDUCATION 

Great strides have been made in the educational field in the Khasi Hills. 
Shillong, the capital, has many schools and colleges, while primary schools 
have been established in most of the outlying areas and middle schools in the 
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more important centres. The Khasis arc keen to learn and many there arc 
who have been for advanced studies abroad. They arc by far Lhc most advan
ced and the most educated among the hill tribes. 

THE PEOPLE 

The Khasis arc a happy, freedom loving, hard working people, who show 
a distinct characteristic in their dislike of all restraint, including the restraint 
of tradition. They arc ever ready to take up a novelty and to this healthy 
spirit of enterprise is due the marked progress they have made in the develop
ment of material comfort and their rapid progress tO\\!ards civilisation. They 
arc an extremely indepcndant people with a marked antipathy towards any 
form of discipline from outside. The men take to sports very easily and arc 
very keen archers. The mode of dress generally adopted by the men is the 
western jacket and trousers. The women still adopt their old mode of dress, a 
cloth or woollen covering for the head with a cloak of the same kind of material 
over the shoulders stretching down to the feet. The costumes worn by both 
men and women dancers on certain special ceremonial occasions are extremely 
beautiful and elaborate. Like the Lushais, they arc great lovers of music and 
can sing extremely well. 

0RGA1'ISATION 

The district is divided into two sub-divisions, Shillong andjowai. Shillong 
is the headquarters of the Deputy Commissioner and or the local government. 
The Jowai sub-division is in charge or a sub-divisional officer. Politically, 
the district has been divided into 25 Khasi states, which were indcpcndant 
in the past. Though headed by a chief, or "sicm," administration followed 
very democratic lines. With independence, however, all the states have 
merged in with the Indian Government but the old system of administration 
continues. The work of the District Council as in the case of the Lushais, 
cannot as yet be commented on. 

THE GAROS 

LOCATION 

The Garo Hills, covering an area of about 3000 square miles, arc bounded 
on the North by Goalpara District, on the East by the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, 
and on the West and South by the Eastern Bengal districts of Rangpur and 
Mymensingh. The greater portion of this district consists of hills which 
form the western extremity of the range dividing the valleys of the Brahmaputra 
and the Surma. The hills rise sharply from the plains on the South and attain 
their highest elevation in the Tura and Arbela ranges, which lie parallel to one 
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another, East and West, near the centre of the district. The highest peak, 
Nokrek, 4650 feet, is a little to the East of the Tura station. On the 
North, a succession of low hills fall away towards the Brahmaputra. The 
hills arc covered with dense forest, mostly evergreen, and the scenery generally 
is wild and picturesque. The whole district is malarious and unhealthy and 
it was here that "Kala Azar" first made its appearance in Assam. 

ORIGIN 

Practically nothing is known of the early history of the district. Ethno
logically and linguistically, however, the Garos belong to the Bodo group, 
and there seems good grounds for supposing that they arc members of the 
great Tibeto-Burman race whose cradle is said to have been North-\Vcst China. 
They arc believed to be closely related to the Kacharis, Rabhas, Mech and 
other tribes inhabiting the Assam Valley, but to belong to a wave of immi
grants subsequent to, and distinct from, that which left the Khasis in the hills 
to the East. According to their own traditions, they came from Tibet and 
settled in Cooch Behar. From there they were driven to the neighbourhood 
of Jogighopa where they remained 400 years, but were again compelled to fly 
towards the South by the king of the country and his ally, the ruler of Cooch 
Behar. Their next wanderings were towards Gauhati, where they were 
enslaved by the Assamese, but released by a Khasi prince, who settled them in 
the neighbourhood of Boko. The place, however, was infested with tigers 
and the Garos then moved into the hills in which they are now found. The 
earliest notices or the Garos describe them as being in a state of intermittent 
conflict with the Zamindars of the large estates lying at the foot of the hills. 
Towards the encl or the eighteenth century, the Garos inhabiting the outer 
ranges had been brought to some extent under the authority of the zamindars, 
but the villages in the interior were entirely indcpendant. The turbulent acts of 
these hill people continued even after they had been released from control 
of their landlords. Several. head-hunting raids were carried out on to the 
plains to North and South and it \\'as not until 1872-73 that the government 
was able to establish a peace in the district which was never again broken. 

PoPc LATION 

The population of the Garo Hills is given roughly as 254,000. The name 
they use among themselves is not Garo, but Archikrang (hill people) or Man
derang (men). The Garos classify themselves by geographical divisions (jal) 
and by exogamous septs ( chachi), subdivided into "Maharis" or families. 
Some of the important "J als" are the Abcng, the Atong, the Matchi, the Mat
jangchi, the Awi, the Akawi, the Chisak, the :Matabeng and the Migam. 
The great majority of these divisions do not appear to denote racial distinctions. 
There arc differences of dialect, but customs, as a rule, are similar. The two 
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main exogamous scpts arc the Sangma and the Marak. The septs arc again 
divided into numbcrous "maharis." 

VILLAGES 

The villages are often built on the sides or hills and arc unfortified unlike 
those oCthc Nagas. They <.:onsist of small hamlets containing but a few houses 
and in no other district arc the villages so small. The houses arc mainly 
constructed of bamboo, and though one end rests on the earth, the other, 
over hanging the slopes of the hill, is supported on bamboo posts and is 
some height above the ground. They arc often from 80 to 100 feet in length 
and are divided into different compartments, but owing to the absence of 
windows, they arc dark and gloomy. 

Cl'STO:\IS 

The Garos arc not exclusive in matrimonial matters and will intermarry 
with any persons exceptJugis or sweepers. Their conditions ofliving, however, 
make mixed marriages very uncommon. The proposal comes from the 
family of the bride and though his parents' consent must be obtained, the 
wishes of the person most concerned arc sometimes not consulted. If the 
bridegroom dislikes the girl, he runs away, and after he has done this and 
been recaptured twice or thrice, he is allowed to go for good. The essentials 
of the ceremony are an address from the priest and the slaughter of a cock and 
hen. Divorce is recognised. Polygamy is permitted, provided that the 
consent of the first wife is obtained. 

The Garos, like the Khasis, observe the system or matriarchy. Inheri
tance goes through the female and property frequently passes through the 
daughter to the son-in-law. \.Yhere this occurs, the man is compelled to marry 
his mother-in-law if she is still alive. \.Yhcn a woman dies, the family property 
passes to her youngest or occasionally Lo her eldest daughter. The husband is, 
however, allowed to retain possession of the estate if he can succeed in obtain
ing one of his first wife's family as his second spouse. 

The dead arc buried and the calcined bones buried in the neighbourhood 
of the homestead. The villagers arc feasted. A post is erected near the porch in 
mcrory of the deceased. Sometimes as many as fiity posts may be seen before 
a house which has been in the same position for many years. A great man's 
post is carved into a rude effigy of his features and clothed in his dress of state. 

RELIGION 

Christianity has influenced the Garo Hills but not to the same degree as 
some of the other tribes. The American Baptists were the earliest mission
aries in the area. The Non-Christians, however, believe in a supreme deity 
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and in' a future life, but as is usual in the hills, the greater part of their religious 
activities is devoted to the propitiation or evil spirits who are supposed to be 
the cause of the misfortunes that befall them. A few or the villages bordering 
on the plain arc Hindu. 

:\GRIC:Ul.lTRE A:\'D I :\'Dl'STRY 

The Garos adopt the jhum system of cultivation. After the burning of 
the trees and brushwood, the rice crop is planted with the commencement 
of the rains. Shortly afterwards, the seeds of' vegetables, cotton, pepper and 
pulses arc sown in the same clearing, and each crop is reaped in rotation as it 
comes to maturity. l'vliscellancous crops include potatoes, ginger, indigo and 
tumeric. There arc great possibilities in the way of mineral wealth in the 
district but until the stage or communications improves it will not be possible 
for any major undertaking to be done. Coal, petroleum and limestone arc 
there but these have yet to be worked. No special local manufactures exist. 
The women weave a coarse cotton cloth for themselves and their men and 
baskets and bamboo mats arc also made for sale. 

EDUCATION 

Fairly good progress has been made in education but the district is still 
not as advanced as the Khasi and Jaintia Hills or Lushai Hills. 

THE PEOPLE 

In appearance, the Garos are squat and sturdy, with oblique eyes, large 
heads, thick lips and large and ugly features, which have a peculiarly flattened 
appearance. In disposition, they arc cheerful and friendly. The people, 
as a whole, arc well-to-do and have accumulated property. Some of their 
most treasured possessions arc metal gongs to which they attach a fictitious 
value. The intrinsic value of these articles is small, and new gongs do not 
cost very much, but one rnllection of 60 old ones is known to have been sold 
for Rs. :3000. The dress or the men and women was extremely scanty in 
the past, but civilisation has improved this situation. 

ORGANISATION 

The district docs not contain any sub-divisions and only a small staff is 
employed on its administration. The hills arc administered under a code of 
regulations specially framed by the local government on their behalf. The 
village organisation is of a very democratic character, though legend has it 
that the Garos were orginally ruled by chiefs. Petty criminals and civil 
cases arc decided by village officers called laskars, who arc also entrusted with 
the greater part or the duties assigned to the police in other districts. 
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THE NAGAS 

LocATI01' 

The .Naga Hills, covering an area of just over 3000 square miles, arc 
bounded on the ::"o1orth by ~owgong and Sibsagar, on the West by the North 
Cachar Hills, on the South by the State of Manipur, and on the East by a line 
which follows for the most part the course of the Dikho and Tizu rivers, beyond 
which lie hills inhabited by independant tribes. The district consists of a 
narrow strip of hilly country. The Barail range enters it from the \Vest and 
the Japvo peak, a little to the South of Kohima, stands at an elevation of 
nearly 10000 feet. The hills generally take the form of serrated ridges, 
covered with dense forest and scrub and grass jungle, and separated from one 
another by deep valleys. The higher hills are healthy, but during the rains, 
the valleys and lower ranges are decidedly malarious. 

ORIG!;.;' 

Of the early history of the Xagas, as of other savage tribes, very little is 
known. The term Naga was applied by the Assamese to a number of different 
tribes inhabiting the hills between the Brahmaputra Valley and Burma on 
the North and South, the Jaintia Hills on the West and the country inhabited 
by the Khamtis and Singphos on the East. Like the rest of the tribes of 
Assam, they belong to the great Tibeto-Burma family. But they are differen
tiated from most of the other sections of the horde by their warlike and inde
pendant spirit and by their indefference to the sanctity of human life. In 
the time of the Ahom Rajas, they occasionally raided the plains but the more 
powerful princes succeeded in keeping them in check and even compelled 
them to serve in their military expeditions. The story of the early British 
relations with these tribes is one or perpetual conflict. Between 1839 and 
1851, ten military expeditions were led into the hills for the main purpose of 
punishing raids. In early 1851 the Government decided on a complete 
withdrawal and an abstention from all interference with the hillmen. The 
troops were recalled, but before the end of the year, 22 Naga raids had taken 
place. Between 1853 and 1865, H> raids were committed with serious loss 
of life to British subjects. The formation of a new district was accordingly 
decided upon but the hillmen resented these advances. Officials and survey 
parties were continuously attacked. Eventually, in 1879, the whole country 
side around Kohima rose and besiq~ed the garrison there, which had to be 
relieved by a column from Manipur. A campaign against the Nagas then 
followed which lasted till l&'m. This taught them a lesson and the district 
was restored to a condition of peace and order. Even after this, however, 
there were instances of tribal battles and raids against which punitive columns 
had to be despatched. 

Ii 
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PoPULA'l'ION 

The populaLion of the administered area of the :"l"aga Hills is estimated 
at roughly 300,000. The term Naga is very general, and embraces the many 
tribes that inhabit these hills. The most important and war-like arc the 
Angamis, who occupy the country around Kohima. North of them come the 
Ren gm as, then the Lhotas, while N orlh and East of the Lhotas arc the Aos, 
whose villages stretch up to the Dikho river. Then there arc the Semas, the 
Tangkhuls, the Kachas, the Kabui, the Konyaks, the Changs, with more 
tribes further away. 

VILLAGES 

The villages arc usually built on the top of hills, strongly fortified and 
except among the Semas, arc of considerable size. The houses arc built closely 
together, in spite of the frequency of destructive fires. The posts and rafters 
arc of solid beams and the roof at the sides reaches nearly to the ground. The 
houses of the Lhotas and Aos arc laid out in regular streets but there is a com
plete lack of symmetry in the Angami and Sema villages. 

CUSTOl\IS 

The marriag-e customs vary to a certain degree with different tribes. 
The following is a description of the marriage ceremony of the Angamis. 
The young man, having fixed his choice upon a certain girl, tells his father 
who sends a friend to ascertain the wishes of the girl's parents. If they express 
conditional approval, the bridegroom's father puts the matter further to 
a test by strangling a fowl and watching the way in which it crosses its legs 
when dying. ff the legs arc placed in an inauspicious attitude, the match is 
immediately broken oIT, but if such a catastrophe is averted, the girl is informed 
of the favourable progress of the ncg-otiations. She can, at this stage, exercise 
a power of veto, as, if she dreams an inauspicious dream within the next three 
days, her suitor must go elsewhere. H all goes well, however, the wedding 
day is fixed. The proceedings open with a feast at the bride's hou~e. In 
the evening she proceeds to her husband's home but though she sleeps there, 
he himself retires to the bachelor's house. The feasting goes on the next day 
but they arc separated again in the evening. On the third day they visit 
their fields together but not till eight or nine days have elapsed is the village 
priest called in and they allowed to stay together. The Angamis and Aos 
do not, as a rule, pay money for their wives, but among the Lhotas and Semas, 
the father of the girl usually receives from eighty to a hundred rupees. 
Divorces are not uncommon among them. 

The law of inheritance is very similar to that of the Lushais. During a 
father's lifetime, his sons receive shares of his landed property as they marry, 
and the youngest son usually inherits his father's house. 



THE HILL TRIBES OF ASSAM 205 

The dead arc, as a rule, buried in shallow graves in the vicinity of their 
homes. The funeral is an occasion for much eating and drinking and among 
the Angamis, the whole of a man's property may sometimes be dissipated 
on his funeral feast. The friends of the deceased loudly lament round the 
grave till the coffin has been lowered, when they stop their lamentations 
and march off in a business-like manner. Rice, millet and some pulses arc 
then thrown into the grave and the earth rapidly filled in. The Aos, as an 
exception, do not bury their dead, but place them in bamboo coffins and 
smoke them for a few weeks in the outer room or the house. The corpse is 
then removed to the village cemetry and placed on a bamboo platform. 

A custom of the Nagas \vhich has attracted most atcention and which 
differentiates them from the other Tibeto-Burman tribes has been the 
strange craving they have had for human heads. Any head was valued 
whether of man, woman or child. The victims were usually killed, not in 
fair fight, but by treachery. The reasons for this were many, and varied from 
a personal desire for social and spiritual uplift to a general idea of the preserva
tion of the community and improvement in the crops. For instance, among 
the Angamis, unless a youth look a head, he could not take part in a warrior's 
dance at festivals nor could he expect to find any self-respecting girl of good 
looks to marry him. Apart from this, however, the lust for blood would be 
enough to take a Naga party off on a head-hunting expedition. The practice 
of offering human sacrifices to ensure a good rice harvest was also known. 
Head-hunting is by no means an extinct practice in the remoter regions and 
one such incident took place as recently as 194~). 

Another curious custom is the "genna", a form of taboo, which may 
affect the village, the clan or a single house. Persons under a "genna" remain 
at home and do no work. Nothing can be taken in or brought out of their 
village and strangers can not be admitted. 

RELIGIOX 

It is only in recent years, that the Nagas have started embracing the 
Christian faith in greater numbers and it is expected that the next generation 
will sec the vast majority of them as Christians. Their old religion does not 
differ materially from that of the other hill tribes. They have a vague belief 
in a future life. Kepenopfu, or the future dwelling place, is a far better place 
than their earthly home, for there one will find better villages, more food and 
game, some head-hunting, and unlimited rice-beer. He who becomes head
less on earth has no hope of entering Kepenopli.i. They attribute their mis
fortunes to the machinations of demons whom they propitiate with offerings. 
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AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY 

Jhuming is the ordinary and more generally prevalent system of cultiva
tion. Cotton is more especially grown ·on the Northern ridges inhabited by 
the Lhotas and Aos. The Angami villages are sorrounded by admirably 
constructed terraced rice fields, built up with stone retaining walls at different 
levels, and irrigated by means of skilfully constructed channels. This system 
of cultivation is believed to have extended Northwards from :Manipur. 
Though specialised in by the Angamis, it has also been adopted by some of 
the other tribes to a certain extent. The .Nagas also cultivate millets, pulses 
and potatoes. There arc yet possibilities for fresh mineral discoveries in the 
hills. Three coal fields overlooking the Sibsagar plain were located at the 
beginning of this century while petroleum was found near two of these fields. 
Domestic articles arc the only manufactured products. The most important 
is the weaving or coarse thick cloth of various patterns, the prevailing colours 
being dark blue, in some case so dark as to be almost black, with red, yellow, 
white and brown stripes. Many of these cloths arc tastefully ornamented 
with goats' hair dyed red and cowries. The weaYing of the Angami Nagas is 
particularly tasteful as can be seen by the impressive figure of an Angami 
warrior in full dress. The Nagas generally trade in cotton, chillies and goats, 
which they exchange for cattle and other commodities from the plains. 

EDur.ATIOl\" 

The state of education, though it has made great strides forward in recent 
years, is yet quite behind that of the Lushais and the Khasis. There is good 
progress however, and the results of the greater educational effort will only be 
seen after some time. Nagas arc fairly well represented in the colleges and 
high schools, even as far away as in Shillong. The Aos are the most advanced 
educationally among the I\ agas. 

Tm: PEOPLE 

The Nagas, as a whole, arc short and sturdy, with a markedly Mongolian 
type of feature. The Lhotas arc exceptionally ugly, and among all the tribes, 
the average of female beauty is not very high. The people, as a rule, arc 
cheerful and friendly. They arc noted for their skill in war or in diplomacy. 
They are musically inclined and as they march along the roads, they keep 
time to a chant, which is varied to suit the gradient and the length of step. 
They sing as they reap the rice, their sickles all corning fonvard in time to the 
music. Their savagery is still manifested in their wild dancing, which is very 
much like that of the old American Indians. They were fierce warriors and 
a Naga today, dressed in his foll uniform, is a very picturesque and impressive 
sight. Their wcapnns, the spear, the dao an<l the shield, are still maintained by 
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them and can be very skilfully used. Among the naked Nagas of the interior, 
the men arc often destitute of clothing and the women, when working in 
the fields, sometimes lay aside the narrow strip of cloth which is their solitary 
garment. "\'\'ith the exception of the Lhotas, who arc untidy, the tribes have 
a nice taste in dress, the most picturesque being the Angamis. The women's 
dresses are not very colourful and they cover their bodies, with every modesty, 
in their hand woven cloths. Both sexes arc very fond of various ornaments. 

ORGANISATION 

The organisation of the Naga community is based on very democratic 
lines. The Serna and Tangkhul villages are ruled by chiefs who hold their 
position by right of inheritance. The Ao, Lotha, Angami and Kacha villages 
arc ruled by elders. The power or a chief has never been absolute and he has 
always had to conform to the wishes or the majority. He is assisted by one 
or more ciders who arc selected by him and who hold the position only at his 
pleasure. The chief's relatives may also exercise a certain amount of influence 
in the village. The more able and vigorous a chief: the more is his power. 
He is recognised as the "Gaonbura" of his village. Village cases arc generally 
disposed of by him, assisted by his ciders. Among the other tribes, the ciders 
are elected from among the various clans or "khcls" within the village. They 
are responsible for village administration and justice and serve for terms 
varying from six to thirty years. "Gaonburas" have been appointed by 
Government in recent years to serve as an intermediary between the village 
elders and the Government. This system is satisfactory provided no friction 
arises between the "Gaonbura" and the village ciders. The village ciders 
dispose of the vast majority of cases arising within the village, both civil and 
criminal. Tribal committees were a new feature which came into being in 
1943. It was a step forward towards political consciousness. The formation 
and working of the District Council has yet to be seen. 

THE KUKIS 

LocATION AND PoPLTLATION 

Kuki is a generic term applied to tribes whose home is in the hill tracts 
lying between Burma, Manipur, Cachar and Arakan. These tribes have 
been steadily moving Northwards, and have crossed the Cachar and Manipur 
valleys and settled in the hills beyond. The present population of the Kuki 
tribes is given roughly as 150,000. 
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ORIGIN 

The origin of the Kukis is linked with the rest of the tribes who are des· 
cendants of the great Tibeto-Burman race. Many Kukis say that they were 
originally Chins and migrated to their present home from the Chin Hills of 
Burma. The movement of two such tribes has been followed, when the old 
Kukis and later the New Kuk.is, were driven ~orthwards from the Lushai 
Hills where they were temporarily seltled. A certain amount of fusion with 
the Manipuris and Nagas must have taken place in the early days of their 
settlement in their new home but the Kukis now hold themselves as a distinct 
tribe. They were not entirely peaceful in the past, and were known to take 
part in raids and engage in tribal feuds with the local Nagas, particularly 
during the period of British armed action against the :Manipuri uprising to
wards the end of the nineteenth century. They were, howeYer, very easily 
and quickly pacified and have led a quiet life since. 

CUSTOMS 

The customs of the Kukis follow very closely those of most of the neigh· 
bouring hill tribes. A prospective bridegroom will broach the question of 
his intentions to his parents, who then negotiate with the girl's parents. If 
mutual agreement is reached on the matter, the marriage starts with a feast 
in the bride's house which may last from one to three days. The bridegroom 
lives in the bride's house during this time. After this, the bridegroom brings 
his bride to his own house where again a feast is held for friends and relatives 
which may go on for the same period. The Kukis, like the Lushais, must pay 
for their brides, usually in terms of "Mithan". 

The eldest son inherits the property. The younger sons, as they get 
married, are given a portion of their father's substance and start keeping their 
own establishments. 

The Kukis bury their dead within twenty-four hours of the death occuning. 
Among the non-Christian element, the dead arc buried in the vincinity of 
their homes. Following a death, all members of the deceased's home foed 
elsewhere until the house has been thoroughly cleaned. A feast is then held 
in the house to which friends and other village members may come. As with 
some of the other hill tribes, this feast can often be a very costly affair. 

RELIGION AND EDUCATION 

Quite half the Kuki population arc Christian, while the remainder adhere 
co their old animistic form of religion. Christianity has spread with the 
establishment of American Baptist Missions in the area. These missions have 
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also been responsible for the promotion of education, which has been making 
very good progress. There arc quite a number of Lower Primary and Middle 
Schools in the villages and main centres. 

AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY 

The Kukis depend mainly on agriculture for a living. The jhum system 
uf cultivation is generally followed while wet rice cultivation is carried out in 
the valleys and low lying country. Rice is the staple crop, but maize, potatoes, 
millets, pulses and cotton arc also largely grown. Cloth weaving is a cottage 
industry at which the women arc very adept, their products being of very 
durable quality ancl tastefully coloured. 

T1m PEOPLE 

The Kukis are a short, sturdy people with distinctly Mongolian features. 
Their language is very closely allied to Lushai and as a general rule, a Kuki 
understands Lushai though the Lushais cannot easily follow Kuki. Their 
dress is no longer a distinct feature for they have adopted the loin cloth, shirt 
and jacket of the plains people while the women alone still wear the lungi 
which they themselves weave. In their tribal dances, they arc closer to their 
neighbours in the South. 

ORGANISATION 

Village administration among the Kukis is similar in esscnsc to that of the 
Semas and Lushais. A hereditary chief is assisted by ciders whom he may 
appoint and dismiss at his pleasure. The Kuki chiefs, however, enjoy a greater· 
power over their people than do those of the Semas and Lushais. A Distr irt 
Council ha~ also been formed here quite recently. 

THE MIKIRS 

],OCATJON 

The Mikir Hills, covering an area of about 2,000 square miles is a tract 
of hilly country in the Nowgong and Sibsagar districts, lying between the 
Assam Range and the Brahmaputra but cut off from the main mountain 
system by the valleys of the Dhansiri on the East and of the Kapili and its 
tributaries on the V\7est. The hills have steep slopes, and average from 1,900 
to 2,000 feet above sea level, though the highest summits attain a height of 
nearly 4,500 feet. Both the hill slopes and the intervening jungle arc covered 
in dense tense forest. 
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ORIGIN AND POPULATION . 

The Mikirs, like the rest or the tribes of Assam, arc certainly of Tibeto
Burman stock. They speak a language which occupies an intermediate posi
tion between Bodo or Kachari and the various forms of Naga speech. They 
were driven from the hills of North Cachar to thejaintia Hills where some arc 
still to be found. The majority of the tribe, however, were displeased with 
the treatment they received and moved to the locality which has since been 
called after them. The Lalungs, a kindred neighbouring tribe, similarly 
migrated and according to their traditions, they ,,..·cnt to the Jaintia Hills to 
escape the necessity of providing the Kachari Raja with a daily ration of six 
seers of human milk. They left the Jaintia Hills because they did not like the 
matriarchal theory or inheritance which was in force there. 

The latest estimate of the population or the Mikir Hills is given as 200,000 
which includes the Lalungs. 

VILLAGES 

They live in small villages which arc located among the low hills, ten to 
fifteen houses making up a village. These Yillages are sited near to cultivable 
land and locations arc changed as and when fresh land is required for cultiva
tion. Their houses arc large and strongly built and arc raised on platforms 
abovr. the ground. 

RELIGIO:-< :\NU EDUCATION 

There arc Christian 1'.·1issions in these hills but their work has not been 
as fruitful as among some of the other tribes. In fact, Christians and non
Christians can intermarry subject to the parents' consent and difference of 
religion has little affect on their social life. They arc still very backward 
educationally. Some Mikir Lower Primary and Middle English schools 
were started only about fifteen years ago but the attendance in these schools 
has not been very encouraging. 

AGRICl.:LTURE 

Agriculture is the mainstay of these hills and agricultural training is a most 
important item in the educational curriculum of the young men of the village. 
Mikir youths between the ages of 10 and 16 have to undergo compulsory 
training in agriculture. Rice is their staple food and jhuming is the system 
of cultivation mainly followed. Many, however, have started taking to wet 
rice cultivation. Cotton and chillies are the next important crops whilst 
millets and pulses arc also grown. 
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THE PEOPLE 

In character and habits, the Mikirs differ entirely from the hillmen to 
the south. They arc quieter and more timid than any other tribe in Assam. 
It is said that they were compelled to forswear the use of arms by the A.ham 
government and hence their present peaceful disposition. For clothes they 
wear a fringed, sleeveless jacket very similar to the buck-skin jacket of the old 
American frontiers men, and a loin cloth of the briefest dimensions with an 
extension of the cloth in front to form a sort or sporran. Their women arc 
modestly clothed in cloths of a very ordinary quality and colour. 

An:-.11NJSTRATION 

Village administration in the Mikir Hills is run by three classes of village 
officers, the most junior being the "Achorn Asar", next higher the "Habcs" 
and the highest the "Pinpos". The "Achorn Asar" is usually an old, influen
tial man \vell versed in all the ivlikir customs. He is appointed by a "Habe". 
He is now known as the 'gaonbura' and functions as such, his jurisdiction 
being only within the village. ''Habes" arc appointed by the "Pinpos". 
A "Habe" usually settles all disputes within a village except the most serious. 
He is selected from among the people who arc well versed in Mikir laws and 
customs, whether religious or administrative. The Pinpos, the highest, 
originated from the time of the J aintia Kings. They were appointed by the 
Jain ti a ruler as his representatives for the administration of the Mikir Hills. 
There arc now nine houses of the Pinpns, and their Office is hereditary, each 
Pinpo being succeeded, by selection, fi·om the clan from which the original 
Pinpo came. Selection is done by the other Pinpos and the new appointment 
must obtain the approval of the Karbi Recho. The Karbi Rccho is a figure 
head Mikir King or no consequence, for nothing can be done by him without 
the help of the }linpos. It is the Pinpos who actually rule the hills. This 
system, though not formally recognised by the government, is still followed, 
and even the Sarkari Gaonburas will obey the orders of the Pinpos within 
legal limits. Grave civil and criminal cases must be referred to the courts. 

THE StNGPHOS AND KHAMTIS 

The Singpho Hills arc a tract of country lying to the South-East of Lakhim
pur district and inhabited by the Singphos or Kachins, as they arc called in 
upper Burma. Their orginal home seems to have been near the sources of the 
Irrawaddy, but they have gradually moved southwards, crossing the Hukawng 
valley and the J>atkoi range, and so entered the valley of the Brahmaputra. 
They first settled in Assam towards the encl or the eighteenth century, their 
villages being located on the Buri Dihing and on the Tengapani East of 
Sadiya. They slowly assumed a state of semi-indepcndance and offered some 

Ii 
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resistance to the government troops when l" pper :\s5a111 came under British 
rule. l\·iilitary operations against them at that time resulted in the release of 
about 6000 Assamese slaves whom they had been holding. Their present 
population is estimated at 10000. They live in small villages, se\"eral of which 
usually owe a quasi-allegiance to one chieJ: Their houses arc raised Oil piles 
and arc often 100 feet in length by 20 lcet broad with an open balcony at one 
end. They form a large clement or the population or the Hukawng valley 
which lies to the South or the Patkoi range. 

The Kham ti Hills arc a hilly tract lying at the Eastern encl of the Brahma
putra Valley, immediately north of the Singpho territory. The Khamtis arc 
a tribe of Shan origin, who arc said to have migrated northwards to the hills 
near the upper reaches or the Irrawaddy and i\Jckong when l\fogaung was 
conquered by the Burman king, Alawngpaya. about the middle ol"the eight
eenth century. A section of the tribe moved on into Assam and settled near 
Sadiya, and here their leader succeeded in cstablishin?; himself as the feudal 
chief of the surrounding country. He was recognised by the British when 
they took over the territories or the Ahom prince. His son, however, chose 
to go against the decisions of the local British officer and on his being deprived 
of his office and dignities, the Khamtis rose and raided the settlement at Saeli ya, 
killing the commanding olllcer there. The rising was quickly suppressed 
and no further trouble was given by the tribe. The people arc Buddists by 
religion and arc among the most picturesque of the frontier tribesmen. They 
have to this day retained their ancient customs and ways of thought. They 
are cultivators, rice being the staple crop. Pulse and poppy arc also culti
vated, the Khamtis being much addicted to the use or opium. Their houses 
arc large commodious structures built on piles. 

THE ABORS 

The Abar Hills are a section of the Himalayan range lying on the Nor
thern frontier of Assam, between the Siam river on the \Vest and the Dibang 
on the East. The ranges, which arc of considerable height, are covered with 
dense forest and intersected with large rivers which make their way through 
wild and precipitous ~orgcs into the plains. 

The tribes who occupy this area arc of' Tibeto-Burman origin and loosely 
termed Abors, or "unknown savages". They \Vere given to carrying out 
savage raids which had to be countered by punitive expeditions. It was not 
until 1900, however, before any faith could be placed in the fact that they 
would behave themselves. 

The population of the Abor Hills is estimated at 250,000. This includes 
all the Abar tribes which fall into two chief sections : The Passi-Mcyongs, 
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who occupy the hills bounded on the West by the Miri i;:ountry;and on the 
East by the Dihang, and the Bor Abors, who live between that river and the 
Di hang. 

The Abors arc short and sturdy, pale and hairless, as wild as the .Nagas 
and as ferocious. They have always possessed a high opinion of their own 
strength and importance. They arc yet very primitive and backward and 
the keeping of slaves is still practiced in the interior. 

A political officer is stationed at Pasighat, road head to the Abor Hills. 

THE DAFLAS 

The Dana Hills arc a section of the Himalayan range Lying North of 
Darrang and Lakhimpur districts, between the Ranganadi on the East and 
the Bharcli on the West. The Dalla tribes, which arc of Tibeto-Burman ori
g-in, consist of people or a short and sturdy physique, with the usual Mongolian 
type of countenance. They, with their neighbours, the Apa, Tanis, Akas, 
Mombas and Shcrdukpens number about 40,000. 

During the time of the Ahnm Rajas, the Dallas \Vere much given to 
levying blackmaii upon the people of the plains and this custom was the 
cause of" much trouble till 1852 when they were finally persuaded to commute 
their claims for a money payment. 1872 saw a raid on a Dafla village in 
Darrang district when over forty captives were carried off. A military force 
had to be sent into the hills which managed to liberate the prisoners. There
after, individuals were occasionally carried off but their release was ea'>ily 
effected. They are now a peaceful people whose pursuits are trade and 
agriculture. 

THE :\llsm11s 

The l\1Iishmi Hills arc a section of the mountain ranges on the Northern 
frontier of Assam which shut in the Eastern end of the valley of the Brahma
putra, between the Dibang and the Brahmaputra. The hills consist of steep 
ridges, covered generally with forest, :ind some of the peaks are over 15,000 
feet in height. 

The Mishmis are or Tibeto-Burman stock. The population of the hills 
is estimated at 50,000. They arc divided into four tribes : the Chulikatta or 
"crop-haired'', the Bebejiya, the Digaru and the Migu or Midhi. They arc 
short and sturdy with a Mongolian type of features. A pastoral rather than 
an agricultural Life is preferred by them, cattle and wives being the outward 
sign of wealth. They arc also keen traders, and do their trading with the 
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Zayul valley and with Assam. They receive cattle, woollen coats, metal 
vessels and other articles from the Tibetans and give in exchange Mishmi 
"Tccta", a plant much valued as a febrifuge, musk and Mishmi poison. In 
addition to trade, however, the l\1ishmis cultivate orange, citron, peach, rice, 
millets, pulses, wheat, barley and mustard. 

There has not been much trouble with the Mishmis ever since the earliest 
days. Punitive parties had to be sent into the hills from time to time, however 
to punish certain lawless deeds affecting British subjects. One of the last of 
such raids occurred in 1899. 

The foregoing pages have dealt with only the better known of the hill 
tribes of Assam, the degree of detail varying with the importance of the tribe. 
There are many details, of origin, habit and custom, which make most in
teresting reading, but they are far too numerous for record in any single book, 
leave alone a brief paper such as this. Comprehensive accounts of the various 
tribes and sub-tribes may be found in the many volumes which have been 
written by men who have gone into the minutest details of their origin, habit'>, 
customs and characteristics. Finally, in considering the tribal live of these 
people, it should always be borne in mind that certain aspects of tribal life, 
and particularly those affecting administration, are liable to yearly changes 
at the present time and nothing firm can be laid down on this subject as yet. 
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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 
Der ]Jgueda.-Translated from the original Sanskrit into German, with a 

complete running commentary by K. F. Geidner. Part One, Books 1 
to 4 revised edition ; Part Two, Books 5 to 8 ; Part Three, Books 9 and 
10. Cambridge, Mass.; Harward University Press, 1951. Price S 20. 
The Harward Oriental Series, Vols. 33, 34, 35. 

A complete translation of the J~gvcdic hymns is always welcome to students 
of ~gvcdic interpretation and of the various linguistic and historical problems 
which are based upon it. ~gvcda Sarhhita must be considered as a unit by 
itself in spite of the diversity which prevails therein in respect of the age, 
language and contents of its hymns, which arc distributed over ten different 
MaQQ.alas. A translation of the whole unit, based upon principals of interpre
tation which satisfy the needs of sound linguistics and do not violate the unity, 
uniformity and relationship which admittedly exists bet ween the different parts 
of the Sa1i1hitii., is what should be the ideal for the translators of the J;lgveda. 
Too much reliance on Comparative Philology or Comparath'e Mythology 
is not likely to be helpful in getting at the true meaning of many an elusive 
stanza. Nor can we find much help, on the other hand, in the post-Vedic; 
literature, which has obviously constructed its mythological edifice on the 
scattered biicks of stray allusions found in the Vedic hymns themselves and 
which has not the support of a rocky foundation in the form of an unbroken 
or uniform Tradition. This is exactly why even an approximately correct 
translation of the J;lgvedic hymns becomes a very difficult task for any one 
even after a long and deep acquaintance with their language. Y ct the task 
had to be undertaken and Geidner was obviously one of the very few scholars 
who were worthy of undertaking- it. 

Geidner began his attempts at the :(lgvcdic exegesis very early 'in 1889 
and published his articles on difficult words and translation of a few selected 
hymns in the three volumes of V cdische Studien. In 1909, he published his 
Glossar and Kommentar, which together give a lucid and suggestive commen
tary of a large number of import.mt hymns with a Glossary of difficult words 
occurring in them. The Kommcntar docs not, however, give a running 
translation of the selected hymns, while the Glossar usually gives the bare 
meaning of the words without attempting their derivation or without giving 
any other details about them. These t,.,.o works of Gcldncr were soon followed 
by Oldenberg's famous Notcn in two volumes. Oldcnbcrg did not give 
translation of the hymns ; nevertheless he subjected them to a searching 
analysis as regards their metre and accent, vocabulary and syntax, mythology 
and idealogy. Oldenberg's No ten arc indeed a veritable mine of suggestions 
for possible interpretations of individual stanzas, though a selection of the 
right one is always extremely drfficult. He examined his predecessor's com-
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ments and among them those of Geidner in particular, as they deserved 
greater consideration. Geidner readily took advantage of these comments 
and suggestions and accepted them wherever he pos!>ibly could. It is also 
noticeable that Geidner sometimes relied too much, in his earlier works, on 
post-Vedic Mythology for the elucidation of a ~k; but after Oldenberg's 
well-sustained contention to the contrary, he at times withdrew from his 
former position, at least partially, in some cases. \Ve may refer to Geldner's 
comments on VII. 86 at Korn. p. 113 and Trans. II p. 257. ; on X ·86 ·7 at 
I 2 Korn. p. 185 and Trans. Ill. p. 274 ; II· 4-5 p. 275, note on v. 7d; and 
also on X · 102·11 at VS. II. p. 14 and Trans. III. p. 319, note on v. I lb. 
In many other cases however, he has maintained his former contentbn, 
supporting it with additional data, as in the case of III. 53 as a whole and of 
v. 23 in particular, or in that of VII. 103 ; m· in the identification of Trtsu 
in VIL 33 ·I (s. Transl. II. p. 213 on v. 14d). 

No complete translation of the ~lgvcda has been available after the 
English translation of Griffith, which though not very accurate and of much 
!icholarly value, was nevertheless very helpful in unckrslanding the hymns, 
particularly as it took note of the efforts of its predecessors namely the German 
translations of Grassmann and Ludwig. So that a great and urgent need is 
now very admirably sati~fied by Geldner's scholarly translation suppm ted 
by important footnotes, though even here, some words and expressions arc 
left untranslated, which only shows the great caution with which the author 
has approached his task. The first part of this translation (Ma1:11;lalas I-IV) 
was published in Germany in 1923, during Gclclner's life-time. Now however, 
this part is reprinted as vol. 33 of the Harward Oriental Series, and together 
with vol. 34 (Marglalas \!-VIII) and vol. 35 (Ma1;11;lalas IX-X) of the same 
Sedes, completes the translation. Index to this Translation is proposed to be 
published as an independent volume (Ko. 36) of the Series. This part is to 
contain 'a Historical and Critical Epilogue' and must prove more useful than 
even the Translation. We have been hearing about the publication of Geld
ncr's translation in the Series since 1930, when it was understood to have been 
ready for the press ; yet it has appeared out only in 1951 for one reason or 
the other. We earnestly hope that the proposed IVth Volume would follow 
without unnecessary delay. 

H. D. V. 

Sanskrit Comic Characlers.-By J. T. Parikh, M.A. Crown 8° pp. 72 
Surat, The Popular Book Store 1952. Rs. 2/-
Prof. Parikh's brochure presents a series of Cameos of the Vidu$akas in Sanskrit 

drama from A5ovagho~a to Raj<lSekhara. The sketches of the individual 
'clowns' are drawn in clear outline, though 'dramatiC appreciation' appears 
on the whole to have outweighed criticism. A work which omits Sakiira, 
the prince among Sanskrit Comic characters, from its purview will be hard 
put Lo it to defend the title which Prof. Parikh has given to his. The view that 
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the comic figure of the earlier Vidii~aka later evolved as a farcical foil to the 
hero in the hands of Sri Haqa for the first time and was continued by Rajase
khara leaves out of consideration the fact that Sakt'ira is a clown and a foil of 
the hero rolled into one. 

The book will be a useful aid tn nudcnt.:; of Sanskrit dramatic literature. 

G. C.J. 

Na11alal : Poet Laureal of Afodenz Gujarat.-By Balchandra Paiikh-Pp. 98, 
Bombay, Hind Kitab~, 1953. Rs. ~~-12. 

Nanalal certainly was an outstanding figure in the literature of modern 
Gujarat. He wrote both Poetry and Plays, his poetry being meterless 
verses and the prose of his plays being original. The present Reviewer noticed 
his work thirty years ago, thus : 

(a) "Nanalal's poems written in the orthodox fashion, have won a deserved 
niithe in the temple of nco-Gujarali Literature by their sweetness, 
grace and music. Some of them melt in the mouth like the famous 
sweet of Bengal, the Ras Golla" (Further mile-stones in Gttjarati 
Literature, 1924, p. 205). 

(b) "There arc two sides to Nanalal's longer poems. One is philosophy 
........ the other poetic, wherein the smaller poems, the full 

force of his charming pen is felt. Some or them arc, indeed, like 
little snow-flakes floating in the air or tiny bits of gossamer, which 
cannot bear the touch of a heavy hand, but which still delight the 
persons" (Ibid. P. 147). 

Mr. Paiikh's little volumes cf less than 100 pages is as Shri K. M. Munshi 
~~ays "a fulsome estimate" or the poet's work, natural to an ardent admirer, 
and therefore, it is more in the nature of an extravaganza, an extravagant 
flight of sentiment, of language, than a balanced estimate of his work. All 
the same the eleven chapters of the booklet arc a commendable and honest 
attempt at the interpretation of Nanalal's vision, as a poet and a philosopher, 
meant for those who do not know Gujarati, and as such elicits both welcome 
and encouragement. The Bombay University has been good enough to 
give it some status and a stamp of approval, by giving it a publication grant. 
We congratulate l\ir. Parikh as a pioneer in this kind of book writing. 

K. M . .J. 

Buddhist H)'brid Sanskrit Grammar a11d DictiotiaT)' a11d Buddhist HJ1brid Sanskrit 
Reader.-By Franklin Edgerton, Pp. 239 and 627, 76. :'\cw Haven, 
Conn. Yale University Press, 1953. S 17 ·50. 

The sacred literature of the Buddhlsts has been a subject of critical and 
analytical study for over half a century now. In this long period the study 
has been undertaken along two main lines of investigation namely, the ex-
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position or the philosophical contents of the Buddhist literature and its evalua
tion from the literary point of view. "This Buddhist literature was preserved 
in a number of languages and texts are known to exist in at least four of them. 
These four languages are Pa!i, the language or the Tipitaka of the Thcra
vadins, the language of the ;'Prakrit Dharmapada," ;'"Mixed Sanskrit" and the 
Standard Sanskrit as used by Asvagho~a and other authors. Pali canon has 
been fortunate in receiving wide and sustained attention from a number of 
distinguished scholars and the same is the case with the Buddhist works in 
Standard Sanskrit. V\Tc know too little about the language of the "Prakrit 
Dharmapada" to generalize on <my appreciable scale. The Bhuddhist texts in 
"Mixed Sanskrit" have also been studied and their contents discussed by a 
number of competent authorities. The range of this "Mixed Sanskrit" 
literature is wide indeed and it shows tlu·ee distinct phases of development 
indicating an increasing degree of Sanskritization of this language. This 
":Mixed Sanskrit" presents many inti iguing features in its phonology and 
morphology and a philolqgieal study of these texts is a task promising rich 
rewards. So far "!vlixcd Sanskrit". had received little attention from Gram
marians and philologists and hence Prof: Franklin Edgerton of Yale Univer
sity deserves our thanks and deep appreciation on fulfilling a long-standing 
need by wliting these excellent volumes. 

The Buddhist H)'hrid Sanskrit Grammar, Dictio11ar;• and Reader arc works 
reflecting a sustained and painstaking study of over two decades, of texts 
bristling with difficulties and obscmities. It is therefore a matter of great joy 
for students of Buddhism and Buddhist literature to welcome these volumes 
which, by their very nature, arc bound to be regarded as standard works on 
the subject for a long time to come. 

In a Long introduction to the Grammar the learned author discusses, at 
some length, the problem of the ';original language" of Buddhism. After 
examining the traditional accounts concerning the injunctions of the Buddha 
on the use of one particular language for the preservation of his words and the 
dissemination of his ideas Prof. Edgerton comes to the conclusion that there 
was no one language which could be called as the "original language" of 
Buddhism. The early texts must have been preserved in a number of Middle 
Indian dialects before there was a change in the tendency of a section of the 
followers of the Buddha with regard to the use of Sanskrit for literary and 
philosophical cxprcss10n. As time passed, for reasons of prestige, the Buddhist 
texts began to make their appearance in Sanskrit. This transition from Prakrit 
to Sanskrit passed through an interesting phase of incomplete Sanskritization 
and this was the stage of "Mixed Sanskrit" or Hybrid Sanskrit as Prof. Edge1-
ton calls it. The peculiarities of this Hybrid Sanskrit arc that its dialectic 
base is mixed and that "there is no way of localizing it geographically at all." 
This dialectic base was entirely different from Pali though "the non-Sanskrit 
words used in BHS, aside from proper names, correspond to Pali words in the 
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overwhelming majority or cases." This Prakrit underlying BHS is, therefore, 
unknown to us and cannot be known by any reasonably inferential process 
"though there is no reason to question the ~ssential dialectic unity of the BHS 
Prakrit." Secondly, BHS was under the influence of Prakrit from its very 
inception and there was an increasing tendency at close approximation to 
Standard Samkrit, both morphologically and orthographically, in course or 
time. Thirdly, this BHS was never spoken as a real vernacular. And finally, 
BHS is "a real language, not a modification or corruption of any other dialect 
on record, and as individual in its lexicon as it has been shown to be in its 
grammar." The BHS is, hence, not just "corrupt" Sanskr.i t, the result of an 
insufficient familiarity with the rules and sounds of the Standard Sanskrit on 
the part of the Buddhist authors. It is, in the opinion of Prof. Edgerton, a 
language by itself and manisfests features of morphology and phonology of great 
interest and significance in our understanding of the Standard Sanskrit itself: 

After describing the general structure or the BHS, the work on Grammar 
goes into the details of the phonology of vowels and consonants, Samdhi, 
number and gender, the noun and verb forms, numerals, pronouns, tenses and 
moods, gerund and suffixes. There is a wealth of illustrative material dis
played on every page with parallel references to the Pali and the Standard 
Sanskrit forms. The replacement of the dual by the plural and the changes 
of the r stem into a, a, i and u, to cite just a few instances, arc most illuminating 
and interesting for students of Pali grammar. The work is comprehensive 
in its scope, critical in the use of its source-material and erudiate in the con
clusions suggested. 

The Dictio11ar)' cannot but evoke deep admiration for the labour and learn
ing of the author. In compiling this dictionary the author has excluded "all 
forms which arc Standard Sanskrit and all words which arc used in Standard 
Samkrit with the same meaning." This naturally excludes such well-known 
words and tc1·ms like Nin•ar;,a, At11u'i (all<i), Samskara (samkli<ira) and 
(Samutptida), which, though Standard Sanskrit in their form and general 
meaning, are so much charged with specific Buddhist connotations. It is 
true that the inclusion of numerous such words would have greatly enlarged 
the scope and volume or the work but the difficulty could have been got over 
by attaching a list of such terms and words with their meanings and this would 
have made an excellent appendix. This, however, is a minor shortcoming 
and as far as the BHS is concerned the dictionary is quite comprehensive in its 
nature and succient in its meanings, and is a work of great help and is bound 
to remain, for a very long time to come, as the only authoritative and standard 
work in the subject. 

The Sanskrit Reader is planned with a view to help the teacher and student 
or BHS, alike. It has 14 selections taken from well-known works like the 
Mah<ivast11, the Uina;•a of the Mrtlasarviistivadins, the Lalitavistam, the Ud<i-
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11avarga and the Saddliarmapul)if,arika. Every page carries copious noles and 
critical observations on the textual forms and the selections themselves arc 
such as to acquaint the reader with the wide range of development in the 
linguistic evolution of the BHS through its diverse phases of growth. Herc, 
again, Prof. Edgerton has rendered yeoman's service to the cause of Buddhist 
learning by preparing this handy reader. 

These three volumes are an impressi\·e testimony Lo the labou_rs and erudi
tion of Prof. Franklin Edgerton. It is possible that there will be differences 
of opinion aboul some or the conclu:;ions drawn by the author in his learned 
introduclion to the Grammar. One such point is concerning the possibility 
or BHS being exclusively a vehicle of literary expres.;;ion. The reasons for lhe 
change over from Prakrit to Sanskrit in the work or the preservation and com
position of Buddhist texts could have also been fruitfully di:>cussed at greater 
length. The work, however, is such as to deserve commendation and will 
be found indispensable by every student of Buddhism and Sanskrit language 
and literature. The printing and get-up of the volumes arc such as to leave 
nothing more to be dc . .;ired. 

B. G. G. 

Religio11 and Philoso/1/~J' of the Atharvaveda.-By )l . .J. Shcnde Roy. Pp. 252. Poona. 
The Bhanclarkar Oriental Research Institute, 1952. Rs. 10. 

Student'i of V ctlic religion and Philosophy have good reason to be 
thankful to Dr. Shencle and the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute for 
a book that meets a real need. In the studies of Vedic literature, our pre
judices and pre-conceived notions have prevented many er us from going- deep 
into Atharva1.i.ic literature. Dr. Shcnde's book invites m to study Atharva 
Veda sympathetically and deeply and hence its value. 

The present work is the outcome of the author's study of the Veda for the 
last 17 years or so. It is but proper, therefore, th;.t it should bear the mark or 
his deep study or the te.(ts al' is borne OU t by the Wealth or illustrations for the 
views expressed. Dr. Shende has r,-iven us the delensivc and offensive nature 
of the Atha1Tanic rclirrion. He h~s ~tudied it under different heads and has 
.~ien many characte;istics or the same. In the conduding portion., the 
author has taken brief survey or the Atha1 vecl;:i Philomphy from Samhita to 
Upani~ads and has mught to p1ove his view namely tha.t the philosopnical 
thoughts in lhe Atharva Veda fall midway between the Sacrificial Brahman 
and the L'pani~adic Brahaman. 

I focl that ir Dr. Shcnde had devoted more space to the sludy or 
Atharva Vedic Philosophy, the value of the book would have been enhanced. 

Altogether this i~ a rewarclin~ book to the ~tudc11ts of Vedic literature. 

S.N.G. 



Extracts from the Report 

For the year 1952-53 

1. The year 1952-53 opened with· a membership of 1,104. During the 
year, 75 members resigned and names of 72 were removed as defaulters. The 
reduction thus caused was made ~ood to the extent of 106 by new additions. 
The number of members stood at 1,063, therefore, at the close of the year, 
made up as under : -

Lile Ordinary Total 
members members 

Resident 175 752 927 

Non-Residc-nt :i2 104 13G 

207 856 1,063 

2. Obituary The Committee regret to record the death of' the follow
ing members :-

Shri V. S. Apce 
Shri J. R. Bhadan• 
K. B. J. K. R. Gama 
Shri J. P. M. Jeejeebhoy 
Mrs. Kaveri H. Khakhar 
Shri H. A. Kolhatkar 
Shri Parmanand Kundanmall 

Shri E. N. Mowdawala 
Shri E. :M. N anavatt y 
Slui R. l\". Natu 
Prof. K. T. Shah 
Shri D. K. Shastri 
Shri R. K. Tatnis 

3. Donations : Our sincere thanks arc due to Sir Cowasji Jehangir 
fo1 giving us a donation of Rs. 5,000/- for the purposes of building up a 
collection of books on Art. Sir Cowasji's interest in art is well-known and we 
trust his generous patronage \.Vill continue to be extended to us in the future 
to enrich our Art se<.·tion. 

4. Publications Received free: (i) 15 Publications have been received 
free from the Government of India. Our efforts to get all Government publi
cations free from the Central as well as State Governments have not yet been 
success!UI. 
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(ii) 450 United Nations Organization Publications have bec11 received 
free during the year under review. These books have now been catalogued 
and are made available for reference to the general public. 

(iii) 1,141 Smithsonian publications have been received by us free from 
the Government of Bombay and they arc sent on demand to Go\'ernment 
departments both local and moff usil for reference. 

5. Literary and Cultural Activities : Literary and Cultural activities 
were carried on as usual during the year under review. \Ve were able to 
enlist the co-operation of distinguished scholars and visitors passing through 
the city ; lectures were delivered or papers read by them and by others on 
popular as well as academic subjects which drew select audiences. The 
details are given below : 

1. "Fifth Centenary Celebrations of the 
Birth of Leonardo da Vinci." 

(i) "Leonardo da Vind as an Artist" 

(ii) "Leonardo da Vinci as a Huma
nist and Pioneer." 

29th April 1952. 

2. "The Life and Work of Late D1. 
l\Iarie :Montessori." 

27th !\fay 1952. 

:t "Old Iranian Calendars." (Under 
the auspices of the B.B.R.A. Society 
and the Anthropological Society or 
Bomba).) 

17th June 1952. 

4. "The Procedure in Nominati11g and 
Electing a President in the United 
States." 

6th Au~ust 1952. 

By Dr. W. Langhammer. 

By Dr. i\fario Carelli. 

Chairman : Mr. L.B. Wilson, 
Cultural Affiairs Officer, U.S. l.S. 

By Prof. S. B. Hu<llikar, M.A., 
Ph.D. (Heidi.). 

Chairman : !\Jiss Amy B.H.J. 
Rustomji. 

By Sir Phiroze M. Khareghat, 
I.C.S. (Rctd.) 

Chairman : Dr. Irach J. S. Tara
porewala, B.A., Ph.D., Bar-at
Law. 

By Mr. L. B. Wilson. 

Chainnan Shri S. K. Patil. 
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5. "Libraries in America." 
8th August 1952. 

6. ';Authors and Critics." 
3rd September 1952. 

7. "The Role of the Marathas in Indian 
History." 

23rd September 1952. 

S. "The World Tour of a Humanist." 
(Under the auspices of the B.B.R.A. 
Society and the Anthropological So
ciety of Bombay). 

4th November 1952. 

9. "Race Relations in U.S.A." 
7th November 1952. 

10. 'Sankaracarya's Arguments against 
the Buddhists." 

25th November 1952. 

11. "Health, \Velfare and Social Secu
rity Schemes in the United State." 

15th December 1952. 

By Mrs. Anne Erichsen, Chief' 
Librarian for lJ .S. I.S Libra
ries in India. 

Chairman : Mr. T. D. Wakins, 
B.A., F.L.A. 

By Dr. Verrier Elwin, D.Se., 
F.A.S., F.N.T. 

Chairman: Prof: R. D. Cl>oksi, 
~LA. 

By Dr. \!. M. Kaikini, F.R.C.S. 

Chairman: MM. Dr. P.V. Kane, 
M.A., LL.M., D.T.iu. 

By }.fr. P. G. Shah, M.A., B.Sc., 
C.l.E., 

Chairman : Dewan Bahad ur 
K.M. Jhaveri, M.A., LL.B. 

By Dr. Hodding Carter. 

Chairman: l\fr. P. G. Shah, 
M.A., B.Sc., C. I.E. 

By Prof. Daniel H. H. Ingalls, 
M.A., Ph.D. 

Chairman Prof: G. C. Jhala, 
M.A. 

By Mr. Oscar E. Ewing, United 
States Federal Security Ad
ministrator. 

Chairman : Dr. l\'f. D. D. Gilder, 
M.D. 
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12. "Research in the Lile and \York or 
St. Francis Xavier." 

14th January 195:~t 

13. "Readings from 1\fodern Engli~h 
Poets." 

27th Janua1 y 1953. 

14. "The Place of the Jain Tradition in 
Indinn History." 

I Ith February 195:~. 

15. "New Method of Collntion of :\la
nuscripls." 

26th February 1953. 

16. "The Human Element in Library 
Suvice." (Under the auspices of the 
B.B.R.A. Society and the Bombay 
Library Assn.) 

I 0th l\farch 195~i. 

17. ''\Vhosc U.~. is it?" 
17th 'tvLuch l 95:t 

18. "Chalita-Rama and Krtyar;•yana ---
1 \rn old lost Ramayana Plays'' 

24th l\farch 1953. 

By Rev. Fr. George Schurham
mer, S.J. 

Chairman : Rev. Fr. H. Heras, 
S.J. 

By l\fr. Adi K. Sett. 

Chairman : Prin. G. C. Bane1ji, 
M.A., (Oxon.) 

By Dr. Felix V.-..lyi, Founder and 
Director, Council on Higher 
Learning in the Oriental Hu
manities. 

Chairman : Shri Yogendra. 

By R. B. P. C. Diwanji, B.A., 
LL.B. 

Chairman: Re\'. A. Estcller, S.J. 

By Dr. S. R. Ranganatha11, 
F.L.A. 

Chairman : Prin. G. C. llane1ji, 
M.A., (Oxon.) 

By :i\.lr. Robert Akers, Editor, 
Beaumont TcxM Enterprise. 

Chairman : Prof. G. C. Jhala, 
M.A. 

By Dr. V. Raghavan, Head of 
the Dept. of Sanskrit, Univer
sity of Madras. 

Chairman: MM. Dr. P.V. Kane 
ivf.A., LL.M., D. Litt. 
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ll. Representation of the Society on Learned Bodies : (a) The 
Society Wi.l5 represented al the 15th Session of the Indian History Congress 
held al Gwalior, (b) M!vl. Dr. P.V. Kane, M.:\., LL.~I., D.LITT., w<Js nominated 
as a represental ive or our Society on the Associate Membership of the UNES
CO Commiuee, (c) The Hon'ble :\fr. Justice P. B. Gajendragadkar, M.A., 

LL.n., was nominated for a further period of three years as the representative 
or our Society on the Board of Trustees of the Prince of \Val!'s l'vfuseum, 
Bombav. 

AWARD OF MEDALS 

7. The Campbell Memorial Gold Medal : The declaration of the award 
of the Campbell Memorial Gold Medal for the year 1950 has unfortunately 
been delayed. It has now been decided to award the l\tfcdal to Dr. R. C. 
Mazumdar, ~f.A., PH.D., the eminent historian. As the award of the l'vfcdal 
for the year 1953 has also become due, it has been decided to award it t1i 
CheYalicr Panduranga S. S. Pissurlc11rar or Goa for the year 195~{. 

H. MM. Dr. P.V. Kane Gold Medal: The first award of the Kane Gold 
Medal was due to be made for the year 1950, and it ha~ been decided tn award 
it to Pror. Rangaswami Aiyangar, the distinguished orientalist. 

\Ye thank the distinguished scholars who have offered their co-operation 
to us by serving on Committees appointed to ~elect recipients for the abon 
:\..fcdals. 

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS 

9. The Hon'ble l\fr. B. G. Kher, Chief !v!inister, Government or 
Bombay, paid a visit to the Society and Library on 24thjunc, 1952. He was 
~hown round our Library and ha~ recorclcd his impressions in the 'Distinguish-
ed Visitors' Book' as under :- • 

".As one who has been connected with the fortunes of this Institution for 
nearly 30 years, l shall always watch the progress and prosperity of the 
Library where\"Cr I am and I hope and pray that it may prosper and 
grow." 

Another distinguished \'istor to our Society was Dr. G. Tucci, the emi
nent Oriental Scholar, who Yisitccl our Librarv twin· and wrote in the Dis-
tinguished Visitors' Book' as unde1 :- -- . 

·'It has been a great honour for me to pay a visit to the Asiatic Society, 
.J3ombay Branch and to meet some of the leading scholars who arc the 
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custodians or that tradition of culture and wisdom which lS the best 
guarantee of modern India." 

(11th August, 1952). 

10. Coins : The Coins Committee met thrice during the year. 1,215 
Treasure Trove Coins have been received during 1952-53 as detailed 
below:-

57 Silver Coins from the C1Jllector, \Vest Khandesh, (Dhulia). 
203 Silver Coins from the Mamlatdar, Andheri. 
168 Copper Coins from the C:lllc:ctor, Baroda, (Waghodia). 
131 Gold Coins from the Mamlatdar, Dharampur. 
656 Small Silver Coins and one Gold Moghal Coin from the Mamlatdar, 

Honavar. 

The Society's best thanks arc due to Dr. Moti Chandra, M.A.,PH.D., Direc
tor, Prince of \Vales Museum of Western India, Bombay, Dr. R. G. Gyani, 
M.A. Curator, Archaeological Section and l\1r. C. R. Singhal of Museum, 
Bombay, for kindly assisting the Society in examining the Treamre Trove 
coins received by the Society. 

11. Administration : The Hon. Secretary, Prof. G. M. Moracs, was 
granted leave from 25th December, 1952, as he was going to Rome for study 
and Research purposes. \Ve take this opportunity to put on record our keen 
appreciation of and s.-itisfaction with the work done by Prof. Ivforaes during the 
four years of his office as Hon. Secretary. He was imtrumental in reviving 
the literary and cultural activities of the Society. 

Prof. G. C. Jhala was requested to ad as Hon. Secretary during the period 
of absence of Prof: Moracs. 

Printed by J. S. PEREIRA at the Examiner Press, Medows Street, Fort, Bombay. 
l'ublishcd by the Hon. Secretary, Bombay Branch Royal . .\!iiatic Society, Town Hall, Bombay. 



RBouLATJONS coNCJ!.RNINO CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE jouRNAL 

1. A paper may be offered by any Fellow or Member of the Society. 
Papers by Non-Members must be communicated through a Member. 

2. A paper offered for publication should be completely ready as copy 
for press, i.e., type-written on one side of each sheet and prepared in accord
ance with regulations printed below, and should be sent to one of the Editors 
of the Journal. 

3. The Editorial Committee will determine whether a paper shall be 
printed, and, if printed, in what form. 

4. Every paper consisting of more than 10 pages of type-script or manu
script should be accompanied by summary not exceeding 200 words in 
length. 

5. Contributors arc earnestly requested to use the system of translitera
tion now adopted by this Society. 

6. Titles of books cited should be given in full at the first citation ; 
thereafter reference should be made by using only significant words in the 
title, but with sufficient clearness to avoid doubt or confusion. Uniformity 
of abbreviations must be observed throughout the paper. 

7. Titles of articles in periodicals should be cited in quotation marks ; 
the name of the periodicals should be printed in italic. The following abbre
viations for the Journals of the principal Oriental Societies should be adhered 
to :-Ep. Ind., Ind. Ant., ]A., JAOS., JASE., ]BERAS., ]RAS., W..(KM., 
Z,DMG. Volume and pagination should be indicated as in the following 
examples :-,(DMG, 27, 369 ff. (,(eitsc/irift der Deutsc/1en morgenlandisclien 
Gessellsclzaft, volume 27, pages 369 and following.) 

8. The greatest possible conciseness in their papers is desired of contri
butors for the sake of•economy. Additional printer's charges for alterations 
other than corrections of printer's errors must be borne by the contributor. 

9. The indiscriminate use of Oriental characters along with Roman 
being very undesirable from the points of view of both printer and reader, 
only longer quotations from Oriental languages will, as a rule, be printed in 
non-Roman character. 

10. Thirty off-prints of an article are supplied to each contributor free of 
charge. Further copies, not more than 250 in all, if desired, may be obtained 
by giving due notice to the Secretary and on payment of a small extra charge 
to cover the printing expenses. 
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