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PERCEPTION IS IMPOSSIBLE 
(AN EXPOSITION OF NAGARJUNA's MADHYAMAKA-KARIKA, CHAPTER IIJ) 

K. V. APTE 

In course of time, after Buddha, a great schism took place among his 
followers that led to two sects called Hinayana and Mahayana. Of the 
many schools of Hinayana Buddhism, the Vaibha~ika and Sautrantika were 
the two main schools. From Mahayana Buddhism arose two great schools 
namely Vijiianavada and Sunyavada. The upholders of the Sunyavada were 
also called Madhyamikas. Both the Vaibha~ikas and the Sautrantikas hold 
that all things, external as well as internal, are real. The Vijiianavada 
denies the existence of the external objects and posits the reality of the 
internal thing namely cognition ( Vijiiana ). The Miidbyamikas go a step 
further and deny the absolute reality of external things as well as internal 
cognitions. 

Nagirjuna is, according to some, the founder of the Madhyamika 
philosophy, while according to others, he is merely a systematic exponent of 
the Madhyamika view. Niigiirjuna, tradition says, was born in a Brahmin 
family, in Southern India. He was well-versed in the Brahmanical lore; he 
was later on converted to Buddhism. He is said to have composed 
many works. 

Nigiirjuna's Madhyamaka-kar;ka1 (=MK) is a well-known work con-

1. In the translation, the following equivalents in English are employed for the 
Sanskrit words in the original :---
Gati Going Gan ti 
Gantavya Goal 
Dras,avya Seeable, the thing to be seen, 

visual object or thing 
Dar~na Eye Gocara 
Gamyamana ( the) Being gone Gata 
Agata ( the ) not.gone Dagdha 
Adagdba ( the) Not-burnt DfHa 
Ad~~ta ( the) Not-seen Dagdha 
Darsanatvayogat Being not connected with the seeing 
Dar§ana-kriya Act of seeing 
Darbna-svabbava That whose nature is to see 
Adar,ana-svabha\';1 That whose nature is not-to-see 
Dr9i-kriya Act of Seeing 
Darhna-dvaya Two seein~s 
Dharmamatra Thing alone 
Vijftlna Consciousness 

Goer 
Seer 

Object 
(the) gone 
(the) Burnt 
(the) Seen 
Burner 

In presenting this criticism, the usual method of PTirva-pak•a and Uttara-pakl[la is 
followed. 

The text of the MA" editecl by Dr. P. L. Vaidya is used here. 
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sisting of twenty-seven chapters. The whole of MK is a refutation of various 
philosophical views entertained in the .A.bhidharmic circles of Buddhism. 
The third chapter of MK is called Cak~uriidindriya-parik~; it refutes the 
concept of sensual knowledge or perception. The present article discusses, 
giving an English translation of the verses in MK III, on the basis of the 
explanation2 offered by Candraklrti, this refutation of the sensual knowledge. 

In our practical life we presume the possibility of perceiving external 
things and internal ideas. Our usual view in this connection is :- Our 
sense-organs come into contact with their objects and perception takes place. 
Thus, we say:- We see external things with our eyes, hear sounds with 
ears, taste different things with tongue, smell with nose, and get tactual 
sensation with skin. Mind, the internal organ, perceives internal thoughts 
and the rest. · 

This act of perception presupposes three factors, namely, ( i) the 
thing to be perceived or the perceptible, (ii) the means or instrument of 
perceiving, and (iii) one who perceives or the perceiver. 

In criticising perceptive knowledge what NagarJuna does is to show 
that factors involved in the act of perception are impossible or unreasonable. 
In doing so, Nigirjuna elaborately criticises the visual perception first, 
and at the end remarks that this very criticism is applicable to other senses 
like the ear and the like. 

N!l.gArjuna's Criticism 
Before Niigarjuna starts his criticism, he states the prima facie view 

that believes in the existence of the thing to be seen or the seeable, the 
instrument of seeing, and the seer. 

( a ) Denial of the eye 
Now, the objector says :- Even if the going,3 the goer and the goal 

do not exist, still we must accept, in order that the4 sermon (of Buddha) 
be possible, that the seer, the seeable or the thing to be seen (visual object), 
and the eye (darsana), etc. do exist. That is to say :-·It may be that, as 
you said, the going, etc. may not be possible. Still you cannot deny the 
seer and the like, because Buddha in his sermons speaks of sensual knowledge. 
Then, in order that Buddha's words regarding perceptive knowledge should be 

2. Nagarjuna himself is said to have composed a commentary on bis own MK. 
Buddhapalita as well as Bhavaviveka wrote commentaries on MK. But all these three 
commentaries are lost in the original. Only the commentary ( vrtti ) or Candrakirti Called 
Prasannapada is available in Sanskrit. 

3. This point of the objector is with rererence to Nag:1rjuna's criticism of the 
going, the goer and the goal, in MK Chapter JI. For a full discussion Qf this criticism 
of the going etc., vide Dr. K. V. Apte, "Going? You cannot go!". (An Exposition 
of Nagarjuna's Madhyamaka-karika, Chapter II), Shivaji U"iversity Journal, Vol. IV, 1971. 

4. Buddha in his sermons has spoken as to how the perceptive knowledge takes 
pla~. This statement of his is recorded in Buddhist texts. 
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true, it must bC granted that the seer, the seeable and the means of seeing 
which are the factors essential for sensual knowledge are existent. Hence in 
Abhidharma philosophy, the existence of these factors is admitted. For 
example, it is said in the Abhidharmas (texts or philosophy) :-

MK III. I : The eye, the ear, the nose, the tongue, the sense of touch 
and the mind are the six sense-organs, and the seeable things and the like 
are their objects ( gocara ). 

Explanation :-In this kii.rika, the word da!"Sana is to be thus 
explained : That which sees is the darsana i. e. the eye ( pa5yati iti da.rSa
nam ). And form or colour ( riipa ) is said to be the object ( vif?aya) of 
the eye. 

Buddha in his sermons spoke of the sense-organs in order to account 
for the sensual knowledge. Following him, Abhidharma texts admit the 
existence of the six sense-organs as well as their objects. Thus, we have to 
accept that there must exist, in their own nature ( svabha.vatal;l ), the 
sense-organs like the eye and others. 

Against this prima facie view, we point out, the eye and other sense
organs do not exist. Hence they cannot apprehend their objects. 

Now, in order to show that the eye does not see ( its object namely) 
the form, the author of the MK says :-

MK III. 2 : The eye does not see its own self; and when it does not 
sec itself, how can it see the other ( objects ) ? 

Explanation :-The objector said that the sense-organs like the eye 
apprehend their objects. We deny that. We point out that the senses are not 
able to perceive their own objects. To take the concrete case of the sense
organ namely the eye, we bring to the notice of the objector the fact that 
the eye does not see itself. ( That the eye does not see itself is a patent 
fact in ordinary life) Our contention is :-The eye does not see itself, because 
it would be contradictory to say that a thing acts upon itself. for example, 
to say that an axe cuts itself would be absurd. 

Now, if the eye has no capacity to see itself, how can it be said that 
the eye can see objects other than itself ? If the eye is unable to apprehend 
itself, we will have to say that the eye cannot see, just as the ear cannot 
see, other objects like the blue and so on. 

Hence we have to conclude that there is no eye that can see. 

The objector then urges :-Even though the eye does not see itself, 
still it can see other objects, just as the fire, though it does not burn itself, 
can burn things other than itself. His point is :-He admits that the eye 

S. The Abhidharma view of sensual knowledge is thus expressed :-Conscioumess 
( vijUna) originates depending upon a sense-organ and a perceptible object ( See below 
Footnote 18 ). This naturally presumes the existence of the sense-organs. 
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does not see itself. But this does not mean that the eye will not be able 
to see things other than itself. In this connection, the example of the fire can 
be cited. It is quite true that the fire cannot burn itself, but, as one 
observes in this world, the fire is able to burn things other than itself. lu the 
same way, one has to say that the eye, though it is not able to see itself, 
does see objects other than itself. Or better, one can even say that the eye 
sees not itself but sees other things only. 

This view of the Piirvapak~in, we remark, is quite improper. This 
view is not reasonable, because the example of the fire is inadequate to 
explain that the eye can sec other things. For-

M K III. 3 :-The illustration of the fire (adduced by the objector) 
for the function (and the existence) of the eye is not adequate, because that 
illustration along with the eye stands repudiated by (our previous arguments 
in connection with the concepts of space like) the being gone, the gone 
and the not-gone. 

Explanation :-The word sadarfana in this karika is to be explained 
thus :-that which is along with the eye ( saha dar€.anena vartate iti ). 

In order to establish the function ( and the existence ) of the eye, the 
objector has put forward the example of the fire. But we bring to his 
notice that the illustration of the fire is not sufficient or adequate enough. 
That is to say, the example of the fire cannot satisfactorily explain what the 
objector desires in the case of the eye. for, the illustration of the fire intro
duced by the objector in order to elucidate the function cf the ~ye has 
been, along with the eye for which the instance6 of .tire was given 
by the objector, is repudiated by our previous arguments that rejected 
the concepts of space like the being gone, the gone, and the not-gone. That 
is, the argwnents we employed to criticise the going and the like are able 
to repudiate what the objector says about the fire and the eye. We have 
already shown that any space-it may be either the ( space) gone or the 
not-gone or the ( space) being gone-is not gone ( see MK TI· l ). In a 
similar way, we have to say in the case of the fire. Neither the thing which 
is burnt ( dagdha ) nor the thing that is not-burnt ( adagdha ) is burnt by7 

the fire. In the same way, the argument is to be applied to the case of the 
eye. In a previous s ka.rika (MK II· I ) it was said that there cannot be gone 

6. For these arguments, see .HK II, and also:-- Dr. K. V. Apte, 'Going? You 
cannot go I' (See footnote 3 ). 

7. Like MK II. I we can compose the following couplet :-

;:r ~lei ~~ ITTCR<;l~ ;fer ~~a- I 

~l:ll~efi'flf'Rf ~lITrf if ~~ 11 
"' 8. Thls k.arika II. I runs as follows :-

~ 'I' tfl=l:!'ff i'fT<l'~lT~ *r lt'nffi I 

Tfffi1ffifqf.flf<ffl lf~ SITrf '1" lf Pffl' 11 
"' 
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either the ( space called the) gone or the (space called the ) not-gone or the 
(space called the) being gone; we can now compose a similar couplet 
applicable to the case of the eye :-

"l' ~ {~~ iil~ ~ n"~ I 
(g1afctf.ta<Rt {~"' ro:Rt 11 

(Translation :-The seen (thing) is not seen; the not-seen (thing) 
is not seen; and apart from the seen and the not-seen (thing) there is 
nothing like ' the being seen ' which can be seen. ) 

Moreover, in the case of the going, etc., it was pointed out by the 
Kirikakira9 previously that the goer does not go and so on. This argument 
too applies to the fire that is taken to be the burner. Hence we have to 
say :-the burner (dagdhi) does not burn10, and so on. The same argument 
is applicable in the case of the eye, and we have to say :-The seer ( drqta ) 
does not sec11 and so on. 

Thus, the criticism ( du~ana ) that was levelled against ( the concepts 
of space which is either) the being gone or the gone or the not-gone is 
equally applicable to the seer and the like, along with the example of the 
llre. Hence it is not proper or reasonable to argue that, like the fire, the 
function and existence of the eye can be established. Thus it stands proved 
that just as the eye does not see itself, so also it docs not see other things. 

Now, when such is the case, then :-

MK III. 4 :-In so far as the eye cannot be not-seeing ( apa.Syamana ), 
how is it proper or reasonable to say that the eye is that which sees ? 
Explanation :- In the order of the words of this kariki, Candrakirti points 
out, though the word ·pa.Syatlti' follows the word 'dar5anam', yet in inter
preting the stanza, we have to change the order of these two words thus :
"Pasyatiti darsanam". In suggesting this change in the order of the words 
the point of Candrakirti is this :-If the words 'daJ'Sanam pasyatiti' are taken 
as they are, they will mean :- (the fact that) the eye sees. But this is not the 

9. In the karika II. 8 which runs thus :-

ti ;:;=n 'f" tRJfo <:i"rct ~•('11 4cl rr:;;~fo· 1 

~;:!ft JT"~~'W" ~flfT ~ lf'iiafa 11 
A goer does not go; so also a non-goer does never go. (Now) who is the third 

( person ) apart from a goer and a non-goer that can go ? ) 

10. The full arguments will be :-A burner does not burn; so also a non-bwner 
does never burn. ( Now ) what is the third ( thing) apart from a burner and a non-burner 
that can burn ? 

11. The full ariument will be:- - A seer does not see; so also a non-seer does never 
see. ( Now ) who is the third ( person ) apart from a seer and a non-l>Cer that can see '! 

[n this respect, we can compose a similar couplet : --

ll;o/~f 'f l:{llffcf ITT~~i:CCT of<f Cl'!f7.l'fo I 

~llT i:"~~~~:q 'f.~zit ~ lf!fllfo 11 
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meaning intended by the Kiriki.kira. The latter has in his mind the etymo-
1 ogical explanation of the word dar5ana. Hence we have to change the order 
of the words so as to yield the intended meaning, namely, that which sees 
is the dal"Sana ( i. e. the eye ). 

It was argued above (MK III. 3) that the eye sees neither itself nor 
any other thing. This means that the eye does not see anything at all. 
That is, the eye is not-seeing. Now. if the eye is not-seeing, it is not 
( i. e. it cannot be called) the eye; for, the eye is that what which sees 
( pa,Syatiti dar€.anam ). The two terms 'eye' and ' not-seeing, cannot go 
together; the 'not-seeing eye' is an absurdity. And if we grant for the sake 
of argument, that there can be 'not-seeing eye', then we will have to discard 
the very definition of the eye, namely, the eye is that which sees. For, 
the not-seeing thing ( apasyata~ ), being not connected with the seeing 
( dar€.anatva-ayogiit ), cannot be called the eye, just as a (not-seeing) pillar 
etc. cannot be called the eye. Hence the etymological explanation of the 
word eye ( darsana ), namely, 'darsana is that which sees' is not 
proper at all. 

Moreover, we would like to know, when the objector has said 'that 
which sees is the da!"Sana (eye)', what kind of relation does he imagine or 
conceive between the eye ( da!"Sana) and the act of seeing ? Does he suppose 
that the act of seeing ( dariana- kriyi ) is related to the eye ( cak~u~ ) whose 
nature is to see ( daciana-svabhiva) or is related to the eye whose nature is 
not-to-see ? That is to say, is the act of seeing related to the "seeing" eye 
or " not-seeing" eye? Now, whatever relation the objector may assume 
between the two, the relation in either case is not proper at all, points 
out the Kirikikara in the next kirika 

MK III. 5 :- Neither the eye sees nor the not-eye sees. ( How 
i~ it reasonablet2 then to say that the eye is that which sees ? ) And it 
should be admitted ( upagamyatam) that the seer gets repudiated with the 
repudiation of the eye itself. 

Explanation :- Let us consider the two alternative relations proposed 
by the objector. (a) In the first alternative, the act of seeing is related to 
the eye whose nature is to see. On this view, we urge, the relation between 
the act of seeing and the eye whose nature is to see is not reasonable; for, 
this relation leads to the statement, ' the eye possessing the act of seeing 
( dfSi-kriyi-yukta) sees', which involves the contingency ( prasanga) of 
there being two acts of seeing, and ( consequently ) the contingency of there 
being two seeings. That is to say :-When the eye is presumed as having 
the nature to see, it means that the eye is already connected with one act 
of seeing. Of such eye (possessing the act of seeing ) is now predicated 

12. According to the commentator Candrakirti, the first line of MK Ill. 5 is to 
be construed with the second line of the previous stanza, MK III. 4. 
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another act of seeing by means of the finite verb ' sees', in the statement, 
•the eye possessing the act of seeing sees'. Thus, tht statement, namely, 
•the eye possessing the act of seeing sees', involves the first contingency of 
there being two acts of seeing (while actually there is only one act of seeing). 
The second contingency follows thus :-When there are two acts of seeing, 
there are consequently13 two seeings (while actually there is only one 
seeing ). Due to these two contingencies, a relation cannot be assumed 
between the act of seeing and the eye whose nature is to ~ee. (b) In the 
second alternative, the objector imagines a relation between the act of seeing 
and the eye whose nature is not-to-see. In this connection, we point out, it 
is obvious that if the nature of the eye is not-to-see ( adariana-svabhiva ), 
this eye is nothing more than a not-eye ( adariana). And a not-eye ( i. e. 
that which is not an eye ) cannot see, just as the tip of the finger cannot 
see; for, it is devoid of the act of seeing ( dariana-kri)a-rahitatvat). In 
other words :- If a relation is assumed between the act of seeing and the 
eye whose nature is not-to-see, it will lead to the statement, namely, 'a 
not-eye ( - an eye whose nature is not.to-see) sees '. This really means 
that the so-called eye (whose nature is not-to-see) cannot see at all, because 
it does not possess the act of seeing, just as a finger-tip (whose nature is 
not-to-see) cannot see anything at all. 

Thus, neither the eye sees nor the not-eye sees. How is it then 
proper to say that the eye is that which seesH ? 

( b) Denial of the Seer. 

Now, the objector slightly shifting his position argues :-When we 
offered the etymological explanation of the word dari.ana as dariana is that 
which sees, we do not mean that the eye is the accomplishing agent (kartr
Sidhana ), but we take the eye to be that with the help of which the seer 
sees (pasyati anena iti dar5anam), that is, we take the eye to be the accompli
shing instrument ( karai;ia-sadhana ). The objector's point is :-The word 
dariana is not to be explained as meaning that the eye is the accomplishing 
agent or that the eye acts in the capacity of an agent or that the eye is the 
agent of seeing, but the word darsana is to be explained to mean that the 
eye is the accomplishing instrument or that the eye acts in the capacity of 
an instrument or that the eye is merely an instrument ( with which the seer 
is able to see). When the word darsana is so understood, there does not 
arise the contingency of the fault pointed out by the Siddhantin. The 
whole point of the objector is :- The word dar5ana is not to be explained 
as that which is the seer or the agent of the act of seeing, but as that 

13. For when there are two acts, two results follow. 
14. After this, at thi~ stage, the commentator Candraklrti states a prima facie 

view and his reply to it. As both these are slightly digressive, I have given them not 
here, but in an Appendix at the end so that there should not be a break in the running 
argument. 
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which is an instrument or means useful for seer in the act of seeing. Then 
no fault arises. The objector then continues :- The seer is that who sees 
with the help of this darsana ( - the eye) which is only the instrument 
( karar:ia-bhuta). Now, this seer-he may be con.sciousnessts ( vijfiina) or 
soul ( iitma ) --does exist. Thus, on the basis of the existence of the agent 
(here, the seer), the existence of the eye (which is the instrument of 
seeing) is also established. That is to say : Eye is the instrument of seeing. 
The fact of sensual perception requires the existence of the perceiver or the 
seer. (This seer may be either consciousness or soul). The seer requires 
the instrument (namely the eye) to see. Thus, on the basis of the existence 
of the seer, the existence of the eye has to be admitted. 

This argument of the objector is replied in ( in the second line of this 
kirikii, Ill. 5) thus :-With the repudiation of the eye, the seer is also 
repudiated. This means :-whatever fault or criticism (du~ ) was already 
mentioned in the kirikii ' ~CflH~11fif etc. (MK III. 2 ), in case of the eye, the 
same fault, it should be noted, occurs in the (concept of the) seer also. 
To make this point clear, in the case of the seer, we can compose the 
following couplet :-

P.fillclflri' ;lcr ir'>7-'T ~~ fq q 11'4 f<"t I 

;; ~ <1•;mq1;:i ~ ~ ij~ 11 

( Translation :- The seer does not see, by means of the eye, his own 
self. When he does not see himself, how will he be able to see other 
things?) 

Thus, it is proved that the seer also, like the eye, does not exist. 

( c) Denial of the eye and the seeable. 

The objector then urges :- The seer cannot be repudiated. The 
existence of the seer has to be accepted. One must say :-The seer does exist, 
because of the existence of his object ( karma) and instrument ( karaJ1a ) . 
In this world, one observes, the object and the instrument do not exist for a 
person who is not existing at all, for instance, for the son of a barren 
woman. But in case of the seer, there do exist the instrument namely the 
eye, and the object namely the seeable (the visual thing or the thing to be 
seen). Hence there does exist the seer, like the cutter, who has got his 
object and instrument. In other words :-Our empirical experience shows 
non-existence of an object and an instrument for a non-existent person like 

15. According to the VaibhBfikas, in the act of apprehension, there is no separate 
apprehender, but the consciousness ( vijfillna) itself is the perceiver or apprehender (cittam 
viJn:nllti ). Citta is the same as vijUna. 

16. Buddhism accepts the doctrine of soullessness or Nairlltmya. Both VaibhK,ikas 
and the Sautrllntikas deny the existence of a permanent self ( Natmasti - AK III. 18; na 
~a ltmll kaacit- PVB, p. 139 J. Yet, sometimes, the citta (= manas, vijfl.ana) is said to be 
the self ( cittam ltma-8abdena ucyate-Sphutirthii, Chapter I, p. 86 ). 
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the son of a barren woman. The object and the instrument exist for an 
existing agent or person. The cxi~tencc of the object and the instrument 
shows the existence of the person for whom they are useful. For example, 
the existence of an instrument of cutting like the axe and the existence of 
an object like a tree which is to he cut, shows the existence of the cutler, the 
agent of the act of cutting. In this world, the instrument of seeing namely 
the eye and the object of seeing ( = a visual thing) do exist. Their existence 
therefore proves the existence of the seer. 

We reply : Really speaking, the seeable thing and the eye do not exist 
at all. Then, whence can there be the seer ?-The seeable object and the 
eye are dependent on or relative to the seer. And when the concept of the 
seer is examined, we find :--

MK III. 6 :-There cannot be the seer either with the eye or without 
the eye. How can then there be the seeable object and the eye, when the seer 
is non-existent ? 

Explanation:- The objector's view that on the basis of the existence 
of the object and the instrument, one is to infer the existence of the seer is 
not tenable, because a seer is not someone who exists by himself independent 
of anything else. Let us presume, for the sake of argument, that there is 
someone, in this world, who is a seer. This seer can be ( i ) either dependent 
on or relative to the eye ( darsana) l ii) or not relative to the eye. On the 
first alternative, again, there are two further possibilities: (a) Not disregarding 
( or not excluding, or taking into account) ( atiraskrtya) the eye, the seer is 
relative to the eye. (b) Disregarding (or excluding, or not taking into 
account) the eye ( tiraskftya ), the seer is relative to the eye. Now, if the 
seer is desired or intended ( i~yate J to be relative tn the eye, taking into 
account the eye, in that case there will be the expectancy of the eye 
( dar:ianapek~) for the seer who is (i) either already proved, or (ii) who is 
not already proved. A seer who is already proved does not depend or does 
not depend or does not expect or is not relati'e to the eye; for, what can the 
expectancy of the eye accomplish in case of the seer who is already proved and 
(hence already) existent? For, whatever is already tstablished or prove.dis 
not to be proved or established again. If, on the other hand, an unproved 
seer is said to depend on or to expect the eye, then the seer cannot expect, like 
the son of a barren Wl>ma.t1, the eye, because his (seer's) existence is not as 
yet established ( a<;id<lhatvat ). In this way, taking the eye into account, the 
seer cannot be ~aid to depend on the eye. The whole point of this argu
ment is :-A seer is either already proved or not already proved. If he is 
alrl'ady proved, hl' docs not need, for his establislunent, the expectancy of or 
dependence on the eye. And if the seer is not already proved ( i. e. if he 
is yet to be established), how can he, being non-existent. like the son of a 
barren woman, expect or depend upon the eye ? Thus, even if the eye is 
taken into account. the seer cannot be said to depend on or be relative 

... i 
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to the eye. (b) Now, if the seer is desired or intended to be relative to the 
eye, not taking the eye into account.( tiraskftya ), the seer does not exist, 
as he is not depending on the eye ( darsana-nirapek~tvat ). This matter 
has been alreadyt1 pointed out, says Candrakirti. 

Thus, there cannot be the seer, either taking the eye into account or 
not taking the eye into account. Under that circumstance, when the seer 
does not exist, there cannot exist the seeable object as well as the eye, in 
the absence of their cause namely the seer. That is to say, the concepts of 
the seeable thing and the instrument of seeing are possible, if a seer exists. 
And if the seer who is the ground ( or cause ) for the ideas of seeable 
object and the instrument of seeing does not exist, we cannot speak of the 
existence of the seeable thing and the eye. And hence how can the seer be 
established or proved, on the basis of the existence of the eye and the 
seeable object ? 

In this connection the objector urges :- One can prove the existence 
of a cause from the existence of it5 effects. For example, from the 
existence of a child one can establish the existence of his parents. This is 
true in case of the seeable thing and the eye and their effects. And 
hence one can say :-The eye and the seeable thing do exist, because there 
exist their effects ( karya-sadbhava ). To make the relation more explicit, 
it can be said :-

MK 111.7 :- Just as a son is born depending on ( pratitya) the 
mother and the father, so also the production of consciousness ( vijiiina) 
is said to be depending upon the eye and the form or colour ( rupa ). 

Explanation ·- A son is born depending upon bis parents. So also 
consciousness18 originates depending upon the eye and the form ( i. e. the 
seeable thing). From the conglomeration19 ( sannipata) of these three (i. e. 
--·--

17. It was said in the introductory remarks to MK III. 6 that without the seeable 
thing and the eye, the seer cannot e:idst. 

· 18. Vijfilna {consciousness) is also called citta or manas ( Ekasya vijfilnasya'tridbl 
nird~ati kriyate mana\l cittaJh vijtlllnalh ca -Vibh'iif'ii P V, p. 8; cittalh mano'tha vijJllnalh 
eklrtham-A K II. 34) Vijllna is apprehension of each object ( vijnlnam prativijiiaptq..-AK 
I, 16 ), This consciousness is of six kind~ ( vijnlnam hi f84vidham-ADM, P. 54 ), five 
depending upon the five sense-organs and the sixth depending upon the mind, namely, 
eye,- ear,- nose,- tongue-, touch- consciousness, and mind consciousness (See : Na/andlk'i'i 
on AK [. 16 ). Consciousness originates depending upon the sense-organs and the scnse
objccts. 

('<!'er: wr"'mr ~ 9' ;,("fflff .;.re1fcrs=rr;f <rT~ +rrr:~i:r ~ 'q' ;,crr'l!Ji'f 
lf'frfcl~ 1 quoted by Vihlra!!a P V, 

0 

p. 269.) ' ' 
19. In Vaibhafika philosophy, the elements ( dharmas) arc momentary existences. 

And the phenomenon of knowledge can be resolved into elements simultaneously flashing 
into existe°". Thus, a moment of colour ( rlipa ), a moment of the sense-of-vision-matter 
and a moment of pure comciousness arising simultaneously in close contiguity constitute 
whllt .is called a sensation ( spar'a ) of colour ( Trayai;iarh sannipltati sparU\l) ( sec : 
stcherbatsk:y, cce. p. 46 >· 
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the eyo, the seeable object and the consciousness), there arises the sisrava::io 
spacia; depending upon the sparia, there springs up feeling (vedani ), and 
craving ( tr~t:J.ii) is born depending upon the feeling. Thus, these four 
factors in human life (namely, consciousness, spar5a, feeling and craving) 
come into existence21, depending upon the seeable object and the eye as 
their causes. Hence one mu~t admit the existence of the seeable thing and 
the eye, because their effects ar.: existent. 

This view of the objector is not acceptable. We urge :-The sceable 
object and the eye can exist, if there exist the four things beginning with 
consciousness. But the fact is that :-

MK III.8 :- The group of the four (factors) beginning with consci
ousness does not exist, because the seeable thing and the eye do not exist. 
How can then come into existence (the next links in the Bhava-cakra like) 
the clinging and the like ? 

Explanation :- It is already shown that the seer does not exisl. In 
the absence of the seer, there do not exist the seeable thing and the eye. 
In the absence of the seeable object and the eye, there cannot arise the 
group of the four factors beginning with consciousness i. e. consciousness, 
sparia, feeling and craving. In other words in the absence of the visual 
thing and the eye, the four factors like consciousness and so on cannot 
come into existence at all. (The main point of this argument is :-In the 
absence of the preceding link in Bhava-cakra, the succeeding link cannot 
come into existence). Thus, we say, on the basis of consciousness, it is 
not possible to show the existence of the visual thing and the eye. 

Now the objector argues :- The four things beginning with conscious
ness namely consciousness, sparia, feeling and craving do exist, because 
their effects are in existence. To clarify :_._·Here (in the Bhava-cakra ), it 
is said, clinging or grasping ( upadiina) originates depending21 upon the 
craving ( tf~ ), and so on. Thus, from the group of the four factors 
beginning with consciousness, there originate clinging ( upadana ), becoming 
( bhava ), birth ( Jati ), and old age, death and the rest. Now, as the 

20. Spar6a is one of the twelve links in the Bhava-cakra in Buddhism (See below 
Footnote 21 ); but there it is called spaiia only. It is not clear why Candrakirli uses 
the term sisrava-spanfa here. The iuea denoted by the WOJ d sasrava is thus explAined : 
•' All elements of life may assume two different characters : they either are characterised 
by a tendency towards life, commotion and turmoil, and then ~hey are called sasrava i. e. 
influenced by passions; or they arc uninfluenced ( anisrava ) " ( Stcherbatsky, CCB, p, 41; 
also sec : ibid, pp. 80-81 ). 

21. This has a reference to the Buddhist doctrine of Dependent Oriainaliori 
( pratitya-samutpida ). The underlying principle of this doctrine is : ' This being, that 
arises ( asmin sati, idam bhavaii ).' This dependent origination as applied to human life 
is called Bhava<akra which consists of twelve links. The details of this Bhava-cakra are 
mentioned in various Buddhist works. Following are its twelve Jinks :- ( 1 ) I111orance 

( Conliued 011 page 12) 
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effects ·of the four factors like the consciousness etc. exist there must exist 
the four factors including consciousness. 

We reply:- There will arise the clinging ( upidina) and the like, if 
there can be the group of four things beginning with consciousness. But 
we have already asserted that this group of the four factors beginning with 
consciousness is not possible at all, in the ab!.ence of the seeable thing 
and the eye. And when there cannot exi~t the four factors like the con
sciousness and so on, how can there originate their effects like the clinging 
( upidina) and so on ? In other words :- In the absence of the seer, the 
visual thing and the eye are not possible. In the absence of the seeable object 
and the eye, the group of four factors beginning with consciousness cannot 
originate. And in the absence of consciousness and the rest, their effects 
like the clinging ( upidina) and so on cannot come into existence. 

( Briefly we can say :- Neither instrument of seeing ( the eye ), nor 
the seeable, nor the agent of seeing (seer) is possible.) 

Now, the Karikikira, in order to extend his repudiation of the eye 
to the remaining sense-organs22 ( ayatana ), remarks in the last kiriki :-

( Continued from page 11 ) 

( avidya ) ( 2 ) Impressions of karmic forces or conformations of dispositions ( samskira ) 
( 3 ) Initial consciouaness in the embryo ( vijfiana ) ( 4 ) Psycho-physical organism or 
mind-body-complex ( nlma-rupa ) (5) Six provinces or bases or six sense-organs including 
the mind ( ,a4&yatana) (6) Sense-object-contact or sensation ( spaiia) (7) Sense-expe
rience of feeling ( vedanl ) (8) Thirst or desire or craving ( tma ) (9) Clinging or grasping 
or attachment ( upldlna) ( 10) Will-to-be-born or becoming ( bhava) (11) Birth or rebirth 
( j&ti ), and (12) Old age ( jarl ), death ( marava ), grief ( mka ), mourning ( paridevana ), 
aryd so on. 

22. The Sarvlsti-vada School of Buddhism believed in the existence of all things. 
Io all, this school admitted the existence of seventy-five elements ( dharmas ). These ele
ments are classified in various ways, from different view-points. Division into twelve 
ayatanas is one "ay of classifying these elements. This .Xyatana-classificatioo is based on 
the division of cognitive faculties and their objects. The details can be given as follows:-

I 
Six internal ( adhyatma l 
·or receptive faculties 

( indriya) 

Twelve Ayatan11s 

I 
---- ------ . -----, 

Six external ( bahya ) 
or objects ( vi~aya ) 

Six internal bases ( lyataoa) :--(i) sen5e of vision ( cak,urindriya) (ii) seni;e of audi
tion ( 6rotra-indriya ) (iii) Sense of smelling ( ghrar:ia-indriya ) (iv ) sense of taste ( jibven
driya ) ( v) Sense of touch ( klyendriya ), and ( vi J faculty of intellect or consciousness 
( mana-indriya ). 
·· Six external bases ( lyatana) are :-·( i) colour and shape or form ( rllpa) (ii) sound 
( 4abda ) ( iii ) odour or smell ( gandha ) ( iv ) taste ( rasa ) ( v ) tangible ( sprafiavya ), and 
(vi ) non-sensuous objects ( dharma\l or dharma-lyatana ). 

In the Bhava-cakra, the fifth link is the six sense-organs ( 1[1aq1yatana ). And the 
context shows that here by the word lyalana, Caodrakfrti is referring to the eensc-organs. 
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MK IU.9 ::... By the repudiatory arguinent of the -eye, one should 
understand, there are repudiated the ear, the nose, the tongue, the sense 
of touch and the mind and also the ·hearer, the thing to be heard, 
and so on. 

Explanation23 :-The criticism of the seer, the eye and the seeable 
thing is to be extended to other sense-organs like the ear and the like. and 
also to the concepts of the hearer and the thing to be heard and the rest. 

One can sum up by saying :- As the factors involved in the act of 
perception namely the eye and other sense-organs, the perceptible things 
and the percipient are not possible or reasonable, perception is unreasonable 
or imposmble. 

Appendix (See Footnote 14) 

Now here, remarks Candraklrti, some people will argue thus:- When 
a thing or object ( dharma) is being produced ( utpadyamiina ), it alone 
( dharma-mitram) is produced as devoid of any activity ( nirvyapiira ). 
Under that circumstance, nobody can see any object ( vi~aya) at all, as 
he is without any activity ( kriyayal} abhiivat ). In other words, things are 
horn without any activity at all. Thus, a seer is devoid of any activity; 
and the eye is without any activity. Thus, being without any activity, 
nobody will be able to sec anything at all. It is obvious then that the 
eye does not sec. This statement thus stands already proved. No further 
proof is required for it. But the Siddhiintin is trying to prove again this 
already proved matter. But that is futile; for, no attempt is essential to 
prove a matter which is already proved. 

Candrakirti meets this argument by saying :- The view that a thing 
originates as devoid of any activity means that the activity has no part in 
worldly dealings which are concerned with various things. Now, if activity 
has no participation in the worldly dealings ( vyavabara ). then a thing 
( dh.arma) alsn cannot form any pan in the worldly dealings, like a sky
flower, because it is devoid of activity. The point is : Empirical dealings are 
concerned with things. Some kind of activity is:- then essential for the 
things. Now, if a thing has no activity, the activity will not be able to 
participate in empirical matters. And if activity has no participation in 
worldly matters, it is obvious that things also cannot have any part in the 
worldly dealings. How can then there be a thing alone without activity ? 

The object~r may then say :-- I admit a thing ( dharma ) forming a 
part of worldly dealings only from the view-point of empirical truth 
( Vyavabara-satya) 

Candrakirti th.en urges :- Just as you take or admit ' thing alone' as 

23. The last kariki MK Ill. 9 is very easy to understand. Candrakirti therefore 
does not write a single word by way of explanation. But under this kiriki. he quotes from 
lwo other Buddhist works namely Lalita'llistara and Acaryopali-prccha. 
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the empirical truth ( Vyavahira-satya ), so also you should accept activity 
too as empirical truth. 

Candral<lrti then adds :- If the objector is thinking of th:: real or 
transcendental truth ( tattva-cintii ) , then he will have to admit that • a thing 
alone ' does not exist at all, just as activity does not exist at all. 

It is, goes on Candraklrti, said in the ( Catl14- )Sataka :-

" A thing possessed of activity is not eternal. There is no activity in 
that which is all-pervading. A thing without activity is equal to a non
existent thing. Then why do you not prefer the (doctrine of) Soullessness 
( nairitmya ) ? " 

Thus, concludes Candral<lrti, our statement (namely, the eye does not 
see, etc.) is not contradictory to ( the view of) others, and so also it does 
not involve the fault of being a means ( sadhana) to prove what has been 
already proved. 

ADM 
AK 
CCB 
Mii.. 

PVB 
Sph"!artlia 
Vihlwta PV 

Abbreviations 

Abhidharmampa (of GhOfllka) 
Abl1idharma-ku~a (of Vasubandhu) 
Central Concepliu11 of Buddhism ( by Stcherbatsky) 
Madhyamaka-kariku (of Nagarjuna) 
Pramii"1-v"iirtika-blia1ya (of Praji'lakara-gupta) 
Abhidharma-k0Mi-vyiikhyfi-spl1u(artha 
Vibhu 1u-prabhu-vrtti. 
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SANKARACARYA'S SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION 
OF SOME RGVEDIC RKS 

(As REFLECTED IN His PHILOSOPHICAL POEM SATASLOKl) 

R. B. ATHAVALE 

Some of the European and American Jndologists (even after their 
minute study of ~gl•eda and other Vedas) still hold the view that 'The 
Vedic hymns, for instance (according to their view) offer prayers to 
different Gods and Goddesses such as Agni, Indra, Varui;ia, SavitJ, Sarasvatl, 
Sraddbi etc., but they do not refer to One Absolute Reality-The One God 
in whom all these Gods-deities dwell.' 

It is really unfortunate that these eminent Indologists should bold this 
view in spite of clear unequivocal statements of some ~gvedic J~s to the 
effect that the ),\gvedic hymns were composed mainly for the purpose of 
thorough understanding and realization of the One Absolute Reality ( Ekam 
Sat) Let us, for instance, take the following Jk :-

~~ q~~ .. ·~{ ~ ~ ~~~:I 
7.l'Wif ~ fcfilRl 4i Ru~ ffi - ... -

7.1" ~~ffl ~ ~ 11 
( ~gveda I. 164, 39) 

Siyru;ia explains the Jk thus :-
The Highest Reality described in the Vedas is the one abode in which all 

the Gods or deities ( Devas ) dwell. For him who does not realise the 
Absolute Reality even after studying the Vedas, the performance of rituals 
is utterly furile. But those, who realise this Absolute Reality, become one 
with it, become identified with it. 

Another well-known Jk refers to the One Absolute Reality thus:-

~~er~~-
~~ ~07.f: ~ ~~Ofl ~~ I 
~ ~ fiflft ~ ~
~ ~~~~:11 

- - ~ 

( ~gveda I. 164, 46 ) 

" Indra, Mitra, Varuna, Agni, The Divine Supan;1a l the Sun) The 
celestial fire (Agni in the form of lightning) the Miitarisvan (the wind-God 
blowing in the mid-sky) are but different names of the One Reality ( Ekam 
Sat ) so say the profoundly wise ( Vipra) men." 
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This means that the ~gvedic poets ( r~is ) knew and realised the One
AbsOlute and :afsh knew that it '•as named differently by different- poets in 
their devotional songs. These. songs composed in ~ifferent metres were sung 
in sacrifices in which were invoked deities like Indra, Vanina, Agni etc., but 
these deities "'ere no other than the One Absolute ( Ekam Sat) assuming 
different names and forms for the convenience of the sacrificers. Sacrifice 
is nothing but worship; and in worship, a devotee requires some sort of 
image, idol or some visible thing with name and form. Vedic nis, therefore, 
first concei' cd the Sun as the first manifest form of the Absolute which 
has no form, and for whose existence there is no perceptible proof. But 
even the Sun could not be worshipped-physically, and no physical thing 
could be offered to him; they, therefore, chose fire, the visible representa
tive of the Si.111 on the Earth. Thus fire became the first visible symbol of 
the nameless and formless Absolute and was named Agni Devata. In 
course of time, other deities or Devatas were conceived as representative 
phases of the Sun:....God who himself was the direct symbol of the Unrnani
fested Absolute. But the other deities-Indra, Mitra, Varui:ia Matari5van (the 
wind-God) also Clmld not be directly worshipped and offering~, could not 
be presented ·to them; the sacrificial fire, therefore, was conceived to bt 
the messenger through whom various offerings were delivered (!6uch as rice 
ghee, curds etc.} to the~ deities. But all these· deities also wete.-forrnless, 
invisible. They therefore were supposed tp be present (whenever·' invoked) 
in the sacrificial hall in the form of the rks ( ~gvedic'verses) sung by the 
priests in the sacrifice. 

This then is a short history of the several Devatas that are invoked 
and worshipped by the priests in various sacrifices from times immemorial. 
fn pre-historic times. these deities were worshipped and invoked in 
sacrifices performed throughout the ancient world. But the cult of 
sacrifice first can:1: to be established in Arctic regions near the North 
Pole as the veteran Vedic scholar in India B. G. Tilak has in his ' Arciic 
Home of the Vedas' conclusively proved. In these sacrifices, the different 
deities invoked and worshipped should not be regarded as independent 
Gods or deities with divine powers (at times rivalling with one another 
for supremacy but they are differ<!nt manifested forms of the One Universal 
God ( ' Deva Eka~ ' of ~gvedic hymns ). It would be wrong to say that 
the ~vedic d,:ities invoked severally by the Vedic seers furnish evidence to 
prove that in ~g\~dic times Polytheism was believed in, and accepted as a 
doctrine by the Aryans. The two. rks q11oted and interpreted by me above 
amply prove that the Vedic seers firmly believed in Monotheism in its 
philosophical and spiritual sense. and showed their dislike for polytheism 
or for the matter of that Henotheism. · 

The object of the present paper is to show. that several hymns of the 
~gveda contain deep philosopl:!icial as . welJ ·as .!!pkitual . m~aniQ& aJthough 
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apparently they refer to things that are relevant to sacrificial performance 
such as several deities and things that are a part of sacrificial rituals. 

Siyai:ia, the great commentator of ~gveda, usually gives this apparent 
ritualistic sense of the rks or hymns, he is however sometimes constrained 
to give this philosophical sense of these rks; for some rks do not yield 
coherent sense unless they are spiritually interpreted. Sometimes the 
ritualistic sense of the rks is useful for the performance of the sacrifice; 
but even then he is aware of the deep philosophical meaning 0f the rks; 
and this meaning he gives after the first apparent meaning is given. 

But Sn Sankaraciirya ( = Sankara) the great savant and one of the 
greatest exponents of Vedic religion has given a spiritual interpretation of 
the following rks by incorporating in his philosophical poem called satasloki 
( SS )-a Collection or Anthology of Hundred Verses :-

'fll rrwr: q~ ~ 
~ ~ ~~ w~@ '111 ·~'1w1 : 1 

(f '4'Rffi: ~ '3?\'1 ~ 
ffi'c:-.IT ~ JA'm ~~: II 

( ~gveda III. 8, 4 ) 

The following verse from SS has borrowed some words and para
phrases others from the above fk thus :-

ll': m<n<tin:<Rft 5'f~ lf<.l'T ~Tlfffi'sf!f 
c;. >,!) ~ c 

~~<'ITT'6llfftf"1'7w:r:rm: ~ artf4~« 1 ... ... .;, '-::. 

ii{~ ~~:ilRt w~~: ~r 
'ill'Pmfrq mr;;: qf"<IUIEFl'l~I ~~Rf II 

' ~ 

c ss v. 45) 

Siyai;ia in his usual context of the paraphernalia of a sacrifice has 
interpreted the above rk as referring to the sacrificial pillar ( yiipa) while it 
is hoisted and planted in the sacrificial hall. 

" Here comes the sacrificial post encircled with strong ropes; it is made 
out of a big tree and wrapped in fine cloth; wise priests appointed for the 
sacrifice long for the arrival of this yiipa and all the while meditating on 
the sacrificial deity to be invoked raise the post aloft. " 

The above verse the SS may be freely translated as follows : 

" The omnipotent soul ( Paramatman ) is reflected in the inner heart 
( Buddhitattva or Antal}kara~a ) in the human body and assumes the form 
of an individual soul. It is not affected by the conditions of the body, such 
as childhood, old age, youth etc. Salvation is the goal of this individual 
soul in human life: and the most advanced yogins who have attained 

3 ••• 
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self-realization initiate this ever young individual soul in human body into 
a higher spiritual Sidhanii. " 

According to a pet theory of some Vedic scholars from the West 
( and of India too ) the first and the tenth Mai;i9alas are later additions to 
the rest of the Mai;i9alas in ~gveda Sainhitii, and these later Mal;lc;lalas also 
contain merely a ' germ ' of philosophical thoughts that are not found in 
the rest of the Mai;i<;lalas (eight in number). But the fk quoted above 
belongs to the third Mai;i<;lala and according to its interpretation b) Sankara 
the fk in question yields highest philosophic sense. The pet theory of 
these Vedic sch<,>lars, therefore, stands completely refuted. 

From the commentary of Siiyai;ia on this f k one can easily infer that 
.he was aware of the deep philosophic meaning of the above rk; for in 
support of the philosophic meaning of the fk he quotes a passage from 
Aitareya BriihnurTJa ( Ait. 2-2) 

~ ~cmrr qf~ 3IT'ITT{ ef;;· ~'-TT qf~~.nf-r 1 !:ftvf'r ~ ~ '];<mrr: ~rs1' mtt: 
~= ~ \3 P~lffi! 'q<ffi'i ~r-:ri:rrri ra '~1-IT'!: l'!1tr ~~ 'l'!ff<:'f '3!'P:r~iffit a-rmr: ~ 
'nref"'1 ~'qf~;<r) lJ7fm ~'-r.'4 ef::; 7:1' ~ ~:;· ~ll'~i ':!;~('I~ I 

The ~k quoted above is interpreted by Aitareya Briihma1)il as referring 
to the j:ver youijg Jiviitmi. As soon as he enters a new human body, he 
is hailed with delight by the spiritually advanced men in the society and in 
course of time they initiate this youth into the mysteries of philosophy 
enshrined in the Vedas. 

Be it noted that the Briihmai;ias (the commentaries on the Vedas) were, 
on the one hand, pledged to interpret the ~gvedic hymns as yielding a 
meaning which has some sort of connection with the rituals of the sacrifice; 
but on the other hand, they had to explain the secret philosophical mean
ing of the hymns as faithful interpreters. 

Sankara had thoroughly grasped the secret spiritual meaning of the 
hymns and with his spiritual Siidhanii had realised the highest truth-The 
Imperishable One (The Ak~ra) in the inner most recesses of the heart 
( Parame vyoman ) . 

( 2) Another fk from J!,gveda describes in unequivocal terms, the 
'Universal Soul made manifest by his own miraculous power ( Miyi ). 

The f k is as follows =~ 

~I! ~~ij~-i:J irr7.P-rl 
~ 4~7.JI~ ~~T fc{ef~: I 

~ ~: ~ fct~efcf 
-~ - - - -
~t ~~fll'Q\iJ~ ~"1~: 11 

( ~gveda X. 177, 1) 
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Siyai;ia while commenting on this fk first speaks of the Universal Soul 
( Paramitman) as dwelling in the Sun who is one of the myriad mani
fested forms of the ( Paramiitman ). Great yogios long for identifying 
themselves with this paramiitman dwelling inside the Sun's apparent Orb, 
by means of deep meditation. · 

But immediately afterward~ Siiyai:ia refers to the inner meaning (which 
is the real and ultimate meaning ) of this fk; and this he does without any 
such remark as ' Here some say' or 'others say '. This shows that even 
for the sacrificial rites, he accepts this fk. in its purely spiritual sense. 

Obviously, therefore, Siiyai;ia never meant that every fk in ~g.,eda was 
composed fol" serving the purpose of some sacrificial rite. 

We may now assert with confidence that hundreds of fks in f!.gveda 
containing highest spiritual truths were originally composed by ancient ~rs 
(~is) to highlight the Omnipresence of the One Absolute Reality 
( Deva Ekah ). 

This then is the ' Secret of the Veda ' which Swami Dayanand Saraswati 
and following him Sri Aurobindo of Pondicberry revealed and presented it 
to modem thinkers as well as Western and Eutern Vedic scholars. '• 

But to resume the discussion of the .above Tk from ~gveda-Siy~'s 
commentary on this fk is as follows : -while interpreting the Tk in its spiritual 
sense, Siyana says (The original Sanskrit text of the corritttentary deserves 
to be quoted in full ) :-

tr~ ;;frcr~:r'f;m~'111"t f!f'l~- ~cwmf1mJ t:~rrr~~ trrrm 1 

'T~ q-fl'fit •<tist"ld'iid ~: q\1t1N11 w ~ 1 -~:'Trfgqfuwr<r '~ft~;:rr 

'T"{llTflFIT 1~T~lf i:u~nr~l~J ~~q: I i:!ff'r "1' ~ 'fi~I: ;i;r·:r~f'!lf..J: ~·u"ITTff)~T: r,~ 
~PfiIAf.o arf:m ~1fif rlir -.: q\1t1,1t1 ;;fli=:1m~corri~a-s~+r~ ~~ ~~ll~ O'""' .... C'\ ,,~., C\ c 

ar5~irrr ITT~~ f'-!'q'li:!~"i 1 ~ ~~aqf,,·f<'f'!'li=•i ~~1 f11~ ~lHiT f"aial «=ff 
:. ... "" 

•H"t ... 1"1t lf~r;rt ~ arR-.itOT;:Pt~ ;irf.;:•mrlir<"li'f. !I'~ Wf;J' ;;~;:a 1 ~~ar-
" :-. .;..! - ... 

SllfC"1il<t ~I 
( Siiyru;ia's Commentary on ~gveda X. 177, I) 

This is the secret meaning of the rk as given by Siyal).a-t.he ritualistic 
interpreter of ~greda. · 

In spite of this interpretation of Siya.i:ia, modem Vedic scholars arc: 
parading before the modern thinkers their much advertised linguistic and 
historical interpretation of ~gvcda ! ! 

This rk pregnant with high spiritual philosophy is incorporated by 
Sankara (almost Y<!rbatim ) in the following verse of the SS :-

q-jl';nr: q'Ji<:j"f;:a q~i;-.n q""<_l10fi?i<l\lT ilTifl.fTS«f q',~ii 
-i; <>. 

n~rrr...:r: ~~[ ffiq;f.:is<:1"1:ru~~q-~~tHffal1 1 
~- <> ' 
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~~A'T°!'fTfil: 51fuqjma" ;:t"fll!{p'.:T~. lf'.f~ 
Jl~Hlillt\'1+4 51f~ ~~~II 

"' 
< ss '· 51) 

Several words from the rk, quoted above have been taken bodily by 
Sankara in his verse. lf':lS'itT, lfT<fl:fT ~'!i. itirn: ar.9°: and ~; white others 
like fqqflf'lfij: and ar~ are taken after paraphrasing them. 

Following is a free translation of the verse:-" Men endowed with 
spiritual knowledge realise the Universal Soul who has manifested himself by 
virtue of his wonderful power. He ( the Universal Soul ) is refiected in the 
Buddhitattva ( of Prakrti ) and thus transforms himself into Jivitmis. Every 
such Jivatmii has his infinite individual characteristics and appears in his own 
different form from others. But this difference is due to the infinite variety 
of the Buddhitattva or AnlaJ!,karai;ia, in which the Universal Soul is refiected. 
The seers, however, realise fully that every such Jlviitma is originally the 
Universal Soul Himself. " 

(3) Sankara, through another verse of his SS, interprets spiritually 
another rk from J!.gveda, quoted below :-

~ ~ lf~~ 
- c,.-

~ ~~~~I 
~~: lffi~~ - ~-

~ ~ ~: ~Tffi ~~t 11 
~ - , -

(~g VI. 47, 18) 

According to Siiyai:ia. the meaning of this rk is _as follows :-" This Indra 
( devati ) being a representative of all other Devatis can ( naturally ) assume 
the forms of other Devatis like Agni etc., and he assumes their ·forms 
to maintain their separate individuality ( su1.:h as Agni, Vi~u, Rudra, 
etc. ). And being Indra he assumes these manifold forms and goes to his 
many worshippers (to bless them ); for his horses that carry him everywhere 
are innumerable. 

After giving this meaning which is useful to him in invoking the 
omniscient and omnipotent Indra in sacrifices, he gives another spiritual 
meaning of this rk with the introductory remark :- ' Others interpret the 
rk thus'. 

Indra-The Paramiitmii-being omnipresent like the sky and being the 
most glorious ( taking the etymological meaning of the root (Indra-to be 
most glorious ) is ecstasy incarnate. He on account of the conditional 
cause of his - The Anta~karai:ia - becl>mes different in different bodies 
and is called Jiviitmii. He (the Paramatmii) with his wonderfully eternal 
powers gets himself bound by the movements of the Organs ( jfianendriyas, 
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ka.rmcndriyas and mind ) and becomes innumerable Jivitmis - only to show 
his myriad forms - created by means of his Pralqti. 

This spiritual interpretation of the rk is accepted by Sankara with the 
words of the rk interwoven in the follo~ing verse of his SS:-

"" Sl"a'rt 5Jf-N.<?'1cc!l11a, rnri~ sriR 
;rll'f.T ~ faffilft '>lcrfu '<I'm-~~ ~~al's;;.:~: 1 

~'JiT 'IT<frf'll<:l~ ~f.efefd' ~~T O!fr1't ~ ;;·~ 
~ft<l'c<i ~~~Rfd' lCfl1<T,<1~ f.rfi:m <r~fi2Pn·cn 11 ...... 

( SataJJoki v. 50) 
" Paramitmi being reflected in the Antal!-karai;ia sees his infinite forms 

in the Universe just as a person sees his own form relJected in the water. The 
rk describes the omniscience and omnipresence of Brahman that thus becomes 
Jivitmas. " 

The following verse from Mwµ!aka Uf'Ol}isad echoes and illustrates the 
sense of the above f k :-

ccf m ~ ~~ C'cf ~l: ~a' CCT ~1m:T I 

c:or ;;ftiiff ~ ~~ c:ct ;;mfr 'l1clf~ f<r9<rffi1!1i': 11 

The following rk from ~gveda is saturated with highest philosophical 
thought:-

~: ij~: fl ij~~q1fel'4Q 
~~fct~~~I 

- - -.:t -

it ~ irrfm q~qA1~-
il imn~~1~~11 - ~ ....... - -.... 

( ~gveda X-114-4) 
Taken in its literal meaning, the ~k would pass for an utterly incoherent 

jargon, and in fact would carry no sense at all. But if we brush aside its out
ward or expressed sense and draw out the inner philosophical meaning by the 
process of Dhvani and call it an example of Atyanta-tiraslq:tava.cya-dhvani 
we would get a splendiu spiritual sense out or the fk thus:- The Supan;ia 
God sun or rather the Prii;ia-Paramitmi entered into the world (created 
by him) an<l made it manifest. Him I saw with my min<l fully trained 
( pikena mana~a) by yogic sadhana and l reali~ed him by identifying myself 
with him. Like a cow and her calf affectionately fondling each other, the 
Pralqti ( Miya ) ( A mother) and Het Lord ( Puru~a in Sankhya terminology). 
Her child both are eternally locked in each other's embrace. 

The only connection of this rk-with the performance of sacrifice is 
that, according to Siyai;ia the Supan;ia is the God sun ( Devata ) invoked in 
the sacrifice. 

It was probably an after thought of the Srauta Sutras that 11uggeated 
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the linking of Vedic hymns with the sacrificial rituals. Originally hundreds 
of such hymns ( floating Siiktas ) were patently spiritual in sense; but these 
Suktas were written-composed in highly figurative Sanskrit language in 
especially slc~a ( paronomasia) figure which was very often employed to 
conceal the highly philosophical sense within. Every epithet of a deity 
conveyed double meaning. The one applicable to the deity invoked, the other 
applicable to Paramiitma-The Ultimate Reality Most of the western scholars 
did nc>l care to dive deep into the inner meaning or the hymn or the rk. 

This statement of mine will be corroborated by the following rk :-

~~~ ~~ ~: 1Pl"~ ~~ I - - - ~ ~-

I • " "\ ' ""'~ 
~ :i:r:mrr: tll'llfi'I:'.! 'll~Wf F~~ 1fR~"1 II 

( ~gveda IX. 113, 11 ) 

Siiya~a with his usual practice of connecting every rk with some 
sacrificial rites interprets this fk as referring to the Soma plant that is invoked 
or prayed for be~towing perennial joy or immorclality. 

But Sankara brings out the inner meaning of the rk gets it interwoven 
in the following verse from his SS :- . 

<!F.fT~~:q lfr~ 51'~?.." ifi'i ~mt ~ ~~ 
l'.l~a'T: ~;y:'f>fT: "'1!7fa·'7-f<t"7l!T~El'~f''1TEI' ~-rr-=i'!" I 

irt ;:rer1~m"i? ~f'cl" f""l'".:~;;-q)'qtfflf_~ 

IJPTfl1ri:"Pi ~iT~<l"fi:r f•flTi:fflrU l.if~llfff<I II 
- "'" (SS. v. 72) 

This verse describes, in the language of the rk quoted above the ecstasy 
or exultation or the perennial joy of a perfect Yogi in his Samiidhi. In 
deep Samiidhi the Prar,iasakti wakens up and travels through the 
Su~umnii Na9i and rests in between the two eyebrows in a place called in 
yogic terminology Ajfiacakra. There the mind of a yogi is joined to the 
K ui:i9alini which in its turn gets completely identified with Paramatman 
dwelling in the form of Antaritma in the innermost minute recesses in the 
brain - brahmarandhra in yogic term. What joy-highest joy experienced 
by the yogi there in the state or Samadhi is described in detail in Chiindogya 
Upani~ad. ln Taittarfya Upa11i~ad and Aitareya Upani~ad - where we get a 
description of a ladder of joy. With steps higher and still higher showing 
the increasing degree or joy. The joy or a yogi in Samiidhi i5 in its 
highest degree. 

From all this discussion we may now safely draw the conclusion-that 
f!..g1•eda as well as the other Vedas in all their hymns proclaim the one 
Universal Soul a~ th~ highest-and ultimate reality and suggc-;t that the 
ultimate goal of human life is the complete identification of our individual 
soul with the inner soul ( Antaratman) that is nothing but the universal 
soul in miniature. 



HUNTING-A ROY AL SPORT IN ANCIENT INDIA 

G. V. BAPAT 

To primitive man hunting was more a matter of necessity than a sport 
though he may have appreciated and enjoyed the excitement it provided. It 
would seem that with the progress of urbanization, inhabitants of cities were 
gradually alienated from the deep forests some way off, and the animals 
which lived in them. However, citizens of the walled cities of India had to 
walk only a few furlongs from their city gates to be in the countryside and 
among the animals living there, and alienation was not the complete severance 
as it is in modern metropolitan cities. Still, with the growth of cities and new 
professions, the city-dweller was no longer forced to fall hack upon hunting 
for his daily supply of food. Perhaps the growth of religions which preached 
ahimsi had something to do with a general reluctance among the more sophi
sticated people to kill animals. It would appear that in course of time hunting 
came to be looked upon as a sport to be enjoyed for the thrill of it rather 
than as a part of man's struggle for existence. 

As far as the city-dweller with his normal vocations to attend to was 
concerned, hunting would be a sort of a test of his endurance, skill in using 
his weapons, horsemanship and such other accomplishments. From referen
ces in Sanslq:t literature, it would seem that two classes of hunters existed 
side by side : (I) those, who hunted animals as a matter necessity, (2) those 
like kings, who did so for recreation. 

Curiously enough. Sanskrt writers display two different attitudes or re
actions to the two classes of hunters. Those whom necessity drove to hunt 
animals-Vyadhas, Ni!!idas and the like-seem to have been despised. In 
the Brahmapuriitia, for instance, a Vyadha is spoken of in the most uncompli
mentary termst. Valmiki, too, roundly cursed a Ni!!Ada2, though in this case 
thi:re was provocation enough as the latter had disregarded a rule of hunting. 
Jn both the cases, as also in Padmapurii1J,a3, the words pipaniscaya~, 

papatma, papacittal}, papary are uncomplimentary enough to indicate the 
writers' attitude. 

On the contrary, kings like Du~yanta and Arjuna out hunting are 
glorified. Perhaps, though killing animals was basically repugnant to the 
sophisticated poets, it was acceptable when practised occasionally and with 
due deference to rules of hunting as is suggested by Yilmlki's curse. It may 
also be that Ni!!idas etc. were considered as poachers who had no right to 
kill animals in forests as forests may have heen the king's property. In the 

1. Brahmapurafa, 80/6-9. 
2. R'/JmiJyafll, Bil. l/S. 
l. Padmapuratta II, 42/29-22. 
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story of Satyavin and Sivitri .in the Matsyapuril}a• there is a beautiful 
description of wild animals which reflects the poet's familiarity with the 
ways of animals in their natural habitat. It is worth noting that SatyavaI_l, 
the son of a king, does not kill or even disturb the animals at all, though 
as a prince he could have done so. One wonders whether this could be 
taken to indicate that even princes did not constantly pester wild animals 
or indulge in wholesale massacre of them for table purposes or for fun. 

When kings did hunt, however, they practised hunting in two ways : 
( I ) individually; ( 2) in the form of an organised hunt. Sitting up near 
water-courses, or high up in trees over a kill, and awaiting the arrival of 
animals would be the technique followed by the individual hunter. Jn the 
Romii:ytll}a, Dailaratha provides a vivid account of how he sat up at night 
on the banks of the Sarayii river waiting for the beasts of the forest to come 
up for a drink of waters . The technique is clear, though one may doubt if 
Dasaratha could have killed an elephant or a buffalo with his arrows only. 
Rimacandra pursuing the " golden deer " exemplifies the method of chas
ing the animal to be hunted. 

That the second method of organising a hunt was also followed as far 
back as the period or composition of the Riimiiya1Ja is clear from a reference 
in that epic to animals stampeding in panic and the consequent inference 
that a king must have come out on a hunting expedition.' 

Detailed accounts of organised hunts are, however, rather scarce. It 
is, therefore, proposed to discuss in this paper a fairly Jong account in 
Padmapuro1JQ, Bhiimikhar;H;fa, Adh}liyas 42-45. The di~cussion will be with 
reference to the poet's way of handling the episode, the animal's side of it, the 
hunter's side of it, the conclusions to which it all leads regarding the sport. 

Even if it be assumed that the Padmapurii1J.a is about 700 years old, 
though it may be older than that, the account enables us to form some idea 
about the practice of organised hunting seven good centuries ago, just as the 
works of Chaucer enable us to form an idea of life in 14th century England. 

Of course, the poet has treated the episode imaginatively mixing fact 
with fiction. What appears to be fact after a reasonable consideration of the 
account could be separated from fiction and submitted for further 
consideration. 

The hunting episode which is a complete unit in itself, forms a part of a 
larger " frame" story, the obvious purpose of both being didactic. The poet 
has presented the episode in the form of a battle between two armies. 
I~viku, king of Ayodhyi, lead his courtiers and group of hunters, while 
a majestic king of boars leads his followers and family. The poet has 
"humanised" the boar. This device has enabled the poet to read the boar's 

4. Matsyapur'il.'f'I, Ad. 208. 6.. R'il.mi'iyafa Aylklhya., Sar. 96/9. 
S. RlimiJ)'Q'fQ, Ayo, Sar. 63/11-24, 
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mind, to express his ideas, to make the whole account vivid, racy, lively 
and colourful. Further, it has helped the poet to bring out the formida
ble pugnacity and courageousness of the boar. 

The account of the hunt is not a mere record of the animals which the 
king" bagged". It is an interpretative account which enables the reader to 
look at the hunt from two sides-king's and the boar's-and appreciate it as 
a battle of wits too. This lends dignity to the account. To modern readers 
the "humanisation " may appear a little naive and unconvincing. Two 
things may, however, be said in defence of the method:- ( 1) It was a 
common practice in days gone by. Chaucer, in his story of the cock, the hen 
and the fox doe~ it delightfully. (2) Modern writers like D. H. Lawrence 
have attempted to interpret the thoughts and reactions of animals in terms 
of human thoughts and reactions as in the case of the cock in The 
Man Who Died or the mosquito in his poem on that insect. If Lawrence 
does not make his animals talk, R. D. Bach does so very convincingly in his 
Jonathan Livingstone Seagull ( MacMillan). It is all a matter of conventions 
prevailing in an age and the writer's sympathy; that of the writers of the 
Purii:ias would appear to have been very catholic indeed. 

Spread over four adhylyas and two-hundred stanzas, the account of the 
hunt is mostly in a two-line measure which comes very close to accents, 
or rhythms and simplicity of ordinary conversation. The style of narration 
is suitable for an exciting account full of brisk action. However, where the 
feeling demands, the poet has employed Bhujangaprayita,7 To~akaB Paficaci
mara9, Upendravajrat0, i. e., four-line measures. The poet has used very few 
alankiras, those used being of the simplest kindtt. From this it would seem 
that the author did not belong to the "Pa.i;it;lita-klivya" school, or that he 
was incapable of elaboration in that manner, or that he deliberately kept 
his narrative free from fanciful embellishment. To judge by the verve with 
which the poet has rendered a faithful account, it seems that he could have 
indulged in rhetorical embellishments but did not choose to do so as they 
might have impeded the easy natural movement of the action. To the present 
writer the poet's choice of simplicity as the best ornament appears to have 
been a very wise one. 

The narrative is well-organised. Adhyii.ya 42 make a direct, brief 
opening to the effect that once Ik~vliku, King of AyOdbyi, accompanied by 
his wife Sudeva. daughter of Kii.Sirii.jii. proceeded to a forest on the banks of 
the Gangi for a hunt. One day he saw a magnificent boar followed by bis 

7. Padma. II, 43/47, 48. 
8. Padma. Il, . 44/3,4. 
9. ibid., n. 43/33, 34. 

10. ibid., n, 42/J 7 
11. ibid., II, 42/39, 44; 43/32 42, 81 etc. 

4 ••• 
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"wife" and large famiJyt2. lk~viiku decided to hunt the boar~ from this 
point Ik~viku fades into the background while the boar, in the position of a 
king besieged by his enemies, takes over, deliberates, makes up his mind, 
.i~es instructions and consoles his lady .13 

1'he hunt is oh in the 43rd ·adhyiiya. The preliminaries on both sides 
are over!t and soon the two armies are locked in grim battle. Hero again, 
though the moves on both sides receive the poet's attention, it is the boar 
who steals the show. By the end of the adhyiiya ( i. e. Stanza 82 ), the 
skirmishing is finished; the two kings are face to face with each other like 
Riimacandra and Ravat;i.a in the RCimCil)atuJ,1s The attitudes of Ik~viku and 
the boar are very similar to those of Rama and Riivar:ia.1' The desperate but 
·courageous boar, every inch a king, makes charge after charge and at last is 
killed by fk~vaku. This is narrated in eight stanzas in Adhyiiya 44, the other 
three stanzas being utilized for the boar's re-transformation into a Gandharva. 

The boar's mate and her children rally and make a stand; she had no 
chance, however, and goes down fighting. This is described with verve in 
32 stanzas of the 45th adhyiya. Though the dying sow is made to tell the 
stories of her own and the bo;n previous lives, in the next two adh)'iiyas, the 
account of the hunt comes to ·a close at the end of the 45th adhyiiya. 
ff will be seen that the poet's way of narration has lifted the account to the 
dignity of a battle (and not a one~sided hunt) in which the poet's sympathies 
are with the boar. 

It seems rather surprising that the poet should have chosen a.• bo.ar as 
tbe hero of his story when he could- as easily have chosen a. lion or an 
elephant. Indirectly, the poet 11ccounts for his choice when he makes his boar 
speak proudly of the courage and prowess of b~~ns. 17 Normally, the boar 
is" family man", willing to let well alone, but a very formidable opponent 
when disturbed and roused; this can be made out from a charming picture 
of a boar family in the Matsyapwra1,1ats and from the Padmapurii1,1a1' .. - The 
gregarious habits of the boar have provided the poet with an opportunity to 
match the human army- with a boar-army. The determination and courage
ousness of the boar have heen useful to the poet in spelling out the whole 

12. Padma. IT, 42/1"10. 
fl inid., IT, 42/10:75~ 
14. ·Ibid., II, 43/1-26. 
15. R!lmiiyaf}Q, Yud., Sar. 107. 

°' , A- °' ~ A" 16. '.;P.c<imf<i <tif<f.i'HlT Vi'l'C-!i1<1la n<{IJJ: I Rnmuyaf}a, Yud. 107/7. 
'n.. :::O.~' ...... r>. "' .... ~ .... ,...,"' ~ 

17. ;;:~T->.l 1"1~1ir'lf ~~ Tr:rot'm fKF.~: I B;qT ~-:r,{;qfi{IO;J;f RH:Jil<f f'i"l~q: I 
n:4 Qi.Ii{~ <!Y1~ oi~5~q_ 11 Padma II, 43/61,62. 

18. -<tFa5rr:zrew~~: 'f.rrairrllr~mn:RT r 1.fiUIB ~ ~ifOO mr~ 11 
-Matsj)a., 208/23. 

19. Padma II, 42/17; 19/21. 
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dl'lty· of the watrior20 and composing a characteri!tically determined reply 
of tbe boar's song to their mother.21 

We may now follow the h1.1.nt proper. The m~gnificent boar, with his 
formidable tusks glistening, stands grunting at the head of his " army•• in 
the shadow of a mountain; he is easily the centre-piece in Adhyiiya 43. 
The action begins with a word from lk~viku to his men to drive the boar 
towards him (th<: king). The Lubdhakas begin to beat the jungle and 
the battle is on; the Lubdhakas close in on the boar. With great sympathy 
and admiration, the poet follows the movements of the boar evading the 
lOVl~born hunters,n rushing at and overthrowing them,~ grunting proudly,241 
feigning to evade his pursuers,~5 taking cover and brusting out again,26 
tearing open the bodies df men, horses and elephants with his terrible 
tusl::s,27 and scattering his enemies. The first round is definitely the boar's28 

though he is wounded and knows that he stands no chance in the end. The 
po~t. however, follows up the boar's actions t~. the end and <i.escribes his 
last ipirited r11shes in whi_ch he overthrows the king's horse and unseats his 
royal foe. 23 

Not to be outdone by the boar, his widow; ton. makes a stand arl.\i gives 
battle with such spirit and ferocity3o that Queen Sudeva remarks on the 
destruction caused by the sow. The entire account though raised tQ epic 
grandeur, is very vivid and telling. A close study of the. details persuades 
the reader to conclude that the account was written by spmeone who was 
well-acquainted with organised hunting. 

Thus far regarding the boar's side of the hunt. Now ·we may consider 
the King's side of it. From Adhyiiya 42, Stanzas .7 and 8 it seems that cer
tain forest areas were reserved by kings hwiting grounds. The mention of 
liotts in the Gangetic region may be a point for dispnte as the only lions 
now in India are to be found in the Gir forest, far away from the river 
Gangi. The point cannot be dismissed off-hand, however. We come across 
strange bits of information in Pura~as sometimes, and what is now rare is 
made to appear to have been fairly common at one time. For instance, 
there is a reference in Matsyapura,,a, Adhyaya 236, Stanza 11 to white 
crows (albinos), though such crows are very rare iu India now, and one 
pair is said to be in ~ zoo at Mysore31 . The .·presence of lions in t4f! 
locality mentioned by the poet is a question for zoologists to settle, . 

·., Ladies seem to h~ve gone out with. hunting parti~s and watche~ the 

20. Padma. II, 42/12-59. 26. Padma. II, 43/39. 
21. .. II, 42/71-75. 27. 11, 43/49, 50. 56. 
22. II, 43/35, 36. 28. II, 43/57-62.. 
l3. .. II, 43/33. 29. II, 44/5-6. 
24. ... IL 43/36. 30. .. II, 44/17-23, 
1'. .. II, 43/39. 31. Times of India, ~-'• 1976 . 



28 G. V. BAPAT 

actual bunting as Sudevi does in the Padmapurat;za story. Lubdhalcaa were 
employed by the king. They seem to have set up nets, uaps and cages,12 

tracked animals and "beaten" the forest. The nets were intended to cut 
off retreat and, if possible, to catch animals alive. Of this, however, a 
little later. 

It appears that the king and his retinue, duly mounted on horses, 
elephants etc., positioned themselves at strategic points; it would also appear 
that nets, cages and traps were set up suitably in advance. Then, at a 
a word from the king the hunt was on33. The Lubdbakas with their 
dogs advanced and began beating the selected area and driving the wild 
animals in it out of their lairs. Though the beat was a very noisy affair, 
it was well-organised since its purrose was skilfully to force the bunted 
animals to work their way towards the point where the king was stationed, 
and force them to break cover within range of the king's weaponsH. 

That the beaters were armed is apparent from several references in the 
text. The expressions sapisapii~i lubdhakal].36, pisa37, suvicchidya pi'8n38 
suggest the interesting possibility that the Lubdhakas carries nooses or 
lassos with them in order to capture the animals. Even though the Lubdhakas 
were armed, the process of beating was a dangerous affair39. 

The weapons which the poet mentions are : bow and arrow, sword, 
tomara (an iron club or javelin ? ), Bhusui:i~ ( ? ), gadi (mace), mudgara 
( a hammer ? ), pisa ( a noose ), cakra ( 7 ), vajra ( ? ) ; the other instru
ments used were viigura, jila, ku~aka ( 7 ), paii.jara nadi. 

When the Lubdhakas. had driven the animals towards the princely 
hunter, it was for him to kill the animal. The procedure seems to have been 
to use the long-range weapon, the bow and arrow first and, if it came to 
that, the short-range weapons like the sword or the gadi as king Ik,viku 
does in the story. If, like Ik~viku, the hunter rode a mount, it was likely 
that the hunted animal might attack the mount and unseat the rider. In 
that case, the rider would be open to grave risk from iajuries resulting from 
his fall or inflicted upon him by the hunted anima1•0• 

It is to be understood that the horses, elephants to be used as mounts, 
and the dogs to be set on the tracks of the wild beasts were well-trained 
because, otherwise, they would panic and spoil the hunt. 

If the poet is to be taken at his word, the boar-hunt he describes was a 
pretty horrible affair; by the time the boar had been killed, the area over 

32. Padma. II, 43/58. 
33. II, 43/S. 311. Padma. ll, 43/48. 
34. II, 43/6. 39. II, 43/32-34} 
35. II, 43/28-31. 56-58 
36. II, 43/38. 40. n, 44/+.S; J 
37. n, 43/57, 43/49. 
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which the hunters had.ranged was quite besp~ttered with blood and 1trewn 
with men add animals, Wounded, dying or dead. 

To return to the conjecture that kings were interested not only killing 
wild beasts but also in capturing them alive, this is strengthened by 
references in the text to viguri, jiila, paiijara, pifa and niidi. Except 
piSa and niidi which could be used to strangle animals to death, the others 
are obviou!>I)' to be used to capture animals alive. Perhaps one of the 
objectives of organised hunting was to catch animals alive and take them 
back to the city. This view is supported by the recommendation in the 
Matsyapura'{Ul ( supposed to be one of the oldest of the Puriii;ias ) that 
along with other provisions and stores, a king should keep his fort well
stored with poisonous snakes, leopards, tigers, lions, deer ( also animals of 
the forest) and birds. 41 Some of these animals seem to have a practical 
use for a king as they were to be used to test whether food prepared for 
a king was poisoned or not. Jn this connection the Mastsyapura11a mentions 
cakoras, kokilas, harilsas, bhfiigarajas, krauiicas, k~kaviikus, sukas, sari.leis, 
cimilcaras, kiira.i;i.9avas, vinaras, jivajivakas, pnatas, sikhis, and records'2 their 
reactions to poisoned food. Whether the tests are infallible or not· is imma
terial here. The relevant point is that at least some of the animals are 
denizens of the forest. If a king wished to have them at hand for testing 
food, he would catch them alive when he went on a hunting expedition, 
bring them home and keep them as pets in his zoo. 

This interesting account of the boar-hunt in the Padmapura'l,Ul appears tc 
have been based on the personal experience of the poet. It provides us 
with a good deal of information on a royal activity, detailed information 
regarding which is not easily available. 

41. ti=~mM= <!i~'l ~r"5m{Tl{J.f~tr' , 
~ ~~ ~ :q ~ 11 Mauya., 216/40 

42. MabyQ., 218117-22. . 



RAJASUYA AND 'JANARAJYA' 

V. S. BHANDARI 

Rajasuya or king's-inauguration-sacrifice is intended exclusively for kings.. It 
is a p~irt of the coronation cerem?ny, as it is said 'By performing the Riijasuya 
sacrifi1:.:. one bec•'mes a king'1 ( Satapatha BrahmaTJa V. 2·3·2). The Mantras 
for the ;~1crifice. are to b:! found in the Adhyayas IX and X of the vajasaneyi
Sarrthita. They are also to be found in the Kii.{haka Sarrzhito (XV. 1-9 ), 
Maitroyar.zi SarrzhitO. (2·6·1·2-13) Tairtiriya Saf!Jhita (1·8·1-26) and 
Kapi ~{Ira/a SOtr1hit a ( 8-7-11 ). Riijasuya, according to Srauta-sutras, consists 
of a long succes~ion of sacrificial performances spread over a period of two 
years. It includ.:s seven distinct Soma sacrifices. 

Rajasi:1ya begins on the I st of Phalguna and the AbhyiiroluuPya and 
other libations occupy the first half the month. Then follows a year of 
offerings, induding the Ciiturmiisya offerings, the Mahiipitf)'ajiia, the Purodi~a 
of Tryambaka and ending with the Sunasiri)a rite. On the first of Caitra 
b::-gins Abhi~ecaniya, with offerings to the Devasus, the· preparation of the 
waters of all kir.ds of the consecration and the proclaiming before con
secration of the prim,-e to the Gods and to the people. 

In this rite of characteristic importance is the Digvy.i.sthapana, the mount. 
ing of the king on the quarters. The king steps on a tiger skin, He then 
performs a mimic raid with his chariot, the details of which are variously 
given, but which clearly represents the 5ubmission of his fellow princes 
and their acceptance of a place of inferiority, which is marked by the homage 
they all pay to him. Before this mimic raid, he is formally anointed. A 
game of dice of a symbolic character, expressing the king's success is also 
r.:corded. The Abhi~ecaniya is folll)Wed by the preparations for the Da5apeya. 
The Rajasuya is full of interesting magic rites. Dr. K. P. Jayaswal remarks:
One of the first things which strikes the student of the ceremony is the pro
noun 'he' by which king-elect is studiously designated. It is only after the 
sprinkling stage that he is called king that is only when the ceremony is 
complete, he becomes invested with royal powers; before that he is an ordi· 
nary citizen2. 

Among the preliminary offerings at Rijasilya, .S. B. ( V. 3 .1) refers to 
eleven Ratni-havis (jewel offering) which are offered to eleven Ratnis. The 
recipients of Ratni-havis are (I) Senini (2) Purohita (3) Mahi~ ( 4) Siita 
(5) Gri~ (Head-man) (6) ~ttrl (chamberlain) (7) Saiigrahitf (the 
master of treasury) (8) Bhigadugha (the collector of Revenue) (9) A~vida 

i. u~~~~T mn ~ 1 ~· iil'J- '-\. ~. l · •_. 
2. Dr. K. P. JayuwaJ : Hindu Polity p. 193. 
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(keeper of the dice) ( 10) Govikartana ( master of forest) ( l 1) Patagala 
courier). 

K. P. Jayaswal says "The Ratnis tend to be high functionaries or 
Ministers of the State. In the selection of Ratnis the principle of class and 
caste representation appears to have operated. The Ratnis ministers existed 
before the king came to the throne, they were king makers. The whole 
procedure symbolises the obtainment of the approval of the differentiated 
organs of Government in. sacrificer's consecration to king-ships".3 

To ' Anumati' or for the Divine favour, a rice-cake is offered on eight 
potsherds. This Anumati is symbolic of the approval of the earth ( Mother
land). 

The sacrificer takes a fire-brand from Dak~inagni for offering the 
· Apimirga oblation. Having placed the fire-brand he ofl\:rs an offering of 
Apimarga seeds, with sacrificial ladle called Sruva. He throws the dipping 
spoon towards the place, where he offers oblation. This is symbolic of the 
slaughter of the demon. 

As one of the purposes of this rite is to destroy the enemy with a sort of 
magic, in the performance of the rite, the name of the enemy whom the 
sacrificer desires to destroy is uttered. Adhvaryu and others return to the 
sacrificial place. He holds the right hand of the sacrificer, proclaims his 
name, parentage and the caste in which he is born. Here blessings ·are 
invoked from different Gods for the sacrificer. Savitar is to quicken him 
for sway of rulers. Agni is to give him over-lordship on householder, Soma 
over the trees being called Vanaspati. Brhaspati is to bestow on him control 
over the speech. Indra, representing royalty being king of Gods, is to give 
him over-lordship. .Pa5upati, lord of cattle, is to make him possess cattle. 
Mitra is for true speaking and lastly Varui:ia being the moral Governor of 
the world is played to mflke the sacrificer, the protector of the law. This 
Mantra contemplates the protection of law as a necessary duty of a king. 

Manu also says '' As a king was created by taking qualities and parts of 
Gods like Indra, Viiyu, Yama, Surya, Agni, Vanu;ia, Candra, Kubera, he was 

.able to over-power all other creature6 by his lustre• ( 7·~5). Thus in this 
rite by ·invoking the main qualities of the prominent deities, in the sacrificer, 
the main purpose of the Rljasuya viz. the over-lordship on the world is 
achieved. There are the Mantras which are used for collecting and mixing 
waters from different streams, and from the · ocean, and other sources, for 
Abhl~eka or consecration of a king. First the sacrificer brings waters from 
the Sarasvatl river. 

3. ibid., pp. 196-198. 

4. ~ ~11l1 "Tm"~ ~'lrer ,;q: 1 

"~~ ~rr.t 1.-nt II· SJ~~ ~.'"'I·. 
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Next he steps into the water and takes the ripple that rises before him. 
The ripple is addressed as the wave of male and is described as the " giver of 
the country "S ( 10 · 2) it is requested to give the kingdom of the country. 
This is a sort of 'National prayer' which is useful and significant as it 
contains the element of Nationality. When these waters flow from the rivers 
to the place of sacrifice they bring abundant wealth. The Abhi~ecana ( the 
anointing ) is two-fold : the first part is sprinkling of waters by what may be 
described as different estates of the realm, and the second is theological 
anointing on the head by the priest before king-elect ascends the throne. 

Next he spreads a tiger skin, which is one of the emblems of royalty. 
The tiger being the king of beasts, is symbolic of hero;c strength and 
courage, which the sacrificer king is supposed to gain by the performance 
of Rijasiiya sacrifice. The sacrificer dons first a silken garment ( tirpya) 
and then secondly a red woolen garment ( P~c;tva ), thirdly a mantle 
( adhivasa) and lastly a yellow turban with the ends hanging down, These 
garments present the womb and navel of the kingly power and symbolize 
the development of an embryo, till it reaches maturity and progressive stages 
of the king's consecration. 

The Adhvaryu strings the bow, an emblem of military and princely 
rank. He gives the king three arrows and the bow. 

Announcement of the consecrated king is to be made to all human 
beings. All the Gods are informed about this consecration, with the decla
ration of the characteristics of these Gods, Those qualities of Gods like 
' the exalted glory ', ' Law maintainer' etc. are now transferred to the 
consecrated king thus qualifying him for over-lordship over all the people. 
The king is to ascend or master quarters, this ascending of the four 
quarters and the Zenith is symbolic of king's assuming the universal 
BOvereignty. 

As a part of coronation, the king is made to stand on the tiger 
skin, a symbol of sovereignty. A piece of gold is placed under his foot 
with the Mantra ' Mrtyoh ' ( 10· 15) with a request to save the sacrificer 
king from death. A crown of gold pierced with nine holes or hundred 
holes is placed on the·king's head. This golden crown is supposed to bring 
to the king the brilliance, vigour, victory and ever lasting life. Nine holes 
in the crown may represent ni11e directions, on which the king is to obtain 
over-lordship. Hundred holes stand for innumerable numbers, representing 
innumerable subjects over which the king is going to ruJe. The king 
after mountillg the chariot ( Garta ) views " Diti and Aditi " ( limitations 
and infinity) the two together meaning the entire aggregate of the visible 
nature. It is also interpreted by Mahidhara as referring to the function of 
the king to watch who is virtuous and sinful in the kingdom.6 

5. ~ ~ 'i'~ I Cfl· «· , •. ~ 
6. ~ qAA eR !Pf~ S1lf ~~Hlftl(Cffli: I it'T· ~. , ,_,~ ""'l<ttlWJ 



RAJASUYA AND I JANARAJYA ' 33 

The !Jl!Crifice~ king, sprinkled upon with the Palasa by ·Purohita or 
Adhvaryu later· on by his brother, a Rijanya and a Vai~ya, man of the 
people· also sprinkle the king from three other vessels of consecrated water. 
This is done in order to gain support and co-operation from all in the con
secration ceremony. 

The consecration water sprinkled on the body of the king is to be bes
meared over the whole body by the rite known as 'Ka~~uyanibhi~ka' and 
the Mantra 'Praparvatasya' ( V. S. I0· 19) is recited. This mantra can also 
be intrepreted as meaning the great rivers like Gan~ii etc. good for naviga
tion, flowing from mountains like Himalaya, come to the fields of the 
sacrificer who performs the Riijasu)a sacrifice. Thus besides other purpose 
of the performance of the Rajasuya, inviting rains as well as the irrigation 
of the land are also its symbolic purposes. 

The sacrificer makes three steps on the tiger skin, in imitation of Vi~u·s 
three strides, as the sun, over the earth and through firmament and heaven. 
This is symbolic of the fact that the king conquers all the three worlds. 
Just like Viijapeya here also the chariot is taken down from its stand and 
four h~rses are yoked at the right corner of the altar.. · · 

Later on the charioteer who has mounted the chariot along with _the 
sacrificer, urges the right horse with the whip for victory. Then he stops 
the chariot in the assembly of cows. He touches the cows with the end of 
the bow in order to be united with power. The sacrificer gives hundred 
c()ins to the owner of the cows. Then he passes on in front of the sacrificial 
stake and stops the chariot before the hall where he prays to Indra. 

Next he offers four Rathavimocaniya or chariot unharnessing ohlations. 
Afterwards the sacrificer dismounts from the chariot. 

Next the sacrificer touches one of the two gold discs or golden bead5 
fastened to the right wheel of the chariot stand. These beads are made of 
gold weighing hundred Raktikas ( Rattis ), hundred being ~ymbolic of 
hundred years of life. 

The Adhvaryu praises an A.sandi, knitted with strings, which has been 
placed on the tiger skin. This throne of Asandi later on became the 
symbol of sovereignty. The sacrificer is asked to sit on the throne. The 
Adbvaryu puts five dice in sacrificer's hand and addresses them ai 
'Abhibhiirasi '. ( V. S. IO· 20 ). These dice are in the shape of golden 
sholls and they represent the four quarters and the Zenith. This game of 
dice is intended a-. symbolizing the king's Digvijaya of victorious sway in 
every quarter. 

Next, the sacrificer addresses the Brahman priest. The priest in reply 
tells the sacrificer that he is identical with God Savitr, Varuna. Indra and 
Rudra. The priest make<> a significant remark that his strength lies in the 
people. That shows that as a sovereign king he has to depend on the 
strength and good-will of the people for the solidarity of his kingdom. 

s ••. 
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In the Rijasiiya oblations are prepared for eight Devasus, Quickening 
or Furthering Gods, and the Adhvaryu recites the mantras, holdiq the 
sacrificer by his right arm and proclaiming his name and parentage. 
There Adhvaryu recites the following mantras :-

~ ~qf 3l~~wf"~~~~ - -· '"" ....:. - - -

~Pl iliiit ~~~~pt I 
$111111 6>~ q;iq11~ 't~ fct~T o:q- ;;ftsifr 
- -~ :::2 -"'° ::e - - -

~T ~~ illgrun;:fl ~~~II 
- "' 

(err. JI' 0,, l(o, ,o, ,~) 
' Gods quicken him that none may be his rival, for mighty k~tra 

hood, for mighty elderliness, for mighty people's rule, for Indra's strength. 
Him, son of such a man and such a woman of such people. This is your 
king, you people, soma is Lord and king of us the Brahmai:ias. ( V. S. IX. 
40 X. 18 ). In this mantra, the word 'janarajya ' has been interpreted by 
Dr. Eggling and Griffith as meaning' Lord-ship', while Dr. K. P. Jayaswal, 
takes it to mean' National rule', Mahldhara. the commentator on the V. S. 
has eipJained. the word • Janarajya ' as ~·.;rrnfqi ;;n;:f, ;;rr;:f :q- ('!ml.f :q

m::f'Trlf'n! I on the basis of that we .can say that ' Jinar!i.jya ' stood for 
' People's rule' or 'Government by the people and for the people '. It 
may also be added that seeds of the Democratic form of Govt. of the later 
times were sown in this Janarajya, during the Vedic times. But as the 
word Janarajya occurs in connection with the Abhi~eka ceremony of a 
king as a part the Rajasuya, it is possible that like the present British and 
Japanese Sy<;tcms of Govt. Janara.jya was a democratic form of govt. under 
an· constitutional monarch. where people had a voice and they participated 
in the administration of the country. 

We can draw the conclusion that during Vedic times, a king was not 
a hereditary one, but he was elected by the people. Moreover, king-ship was 
a fort of trust and although a king was 'The ruler,' he had to rule the 
kingdom with the help arid active participation of the people in the admini· 
stration of the country. 



IDENflTY OF TAUTATITA 

M. S. BHAT 

Among the medieval compendiums of Indian philosophy, the 
Sarvadarsanasangraha ( SDS ) occupies an unique position. Madhaviicarya 
is generally held to be the author of SDS. It is pertinent to distinguish this 
author who styles himself as Siiyai:ia-Miidhava i. e. Midhava, son of SiyaQa 
from his namesake Miidbava (alias Vidyiirai:iya ) who happens to be the 
brother of Siiyana.1 

The references to some verses of Venkataniitha's Tattvamuktiikaliipa in 
the SDS would be more justifiable if one views the author of the SDS to 
be son of SiyaQa and not Vidyiinu:1ya-Midhava ort the ground that usually 
authors quote their predecessors removed from them by one or two 
generations rather than their immediate contemporaries. 

By a rough estimate, the author of the SDS had referred to 250 authori
ties by way of either quotations or adducing their views, most of which have 
been traced by the previous scholarly editors of the SDS2. An attempt is 
made in this paper to trace the quotations attributed to the school of 
Tautitita and to investigate fully his individuality. 

The first long quotation consisting often verse~ occut's in the Arhata-
darianal of the SDS and it runs as follows : ;:;:.n :;,fr;ffl' fftfrfffif: 

~cfir ~~ mcr~~r~rii~irofG'.'f'1: 1 
~)' rt' ~a:m~a f~ err lftSi!lJTqi;fq 11 1 11 

rt' "41'11'$ffu': 'fifl."iiffWl:l~~TCl'lfi"! I 

rt' :q' i9 ITTq.qm;;t al ~qlfi:rf'r 'f.~!i'a- 11 ~ 11 

"' :q'fo'lfr~srm;l~~Rfi:.7;~ct fcrcrma- 1 
'I "ilT'!Cff~ ~cm: ~<fi:r;:~r.frfa-;:;: 11 ~ 11 

ar~~ Jll'~i::rNr "' "' m 31'rftlfr:i: 1 
~~ ~f1·~~rt' ~ 'fi'4° srf:'ftl''l'a- 11 't 11 

1. Sec M. M. R. Naruimhacbariar's paper on " Mii.dbavicarya and hi1 two 
brothers'', Indian Antiquary Vol. XLV. 

2. (a) Sarvadar~anasaiigraha of Siiyai:ia-Madhava ed. with com. Dar8a11liiilcura by 
MM Vasudev Shastri Abhyankar, Poona, First edition 1924, Second edition, 
1951. 

(b) Sar~adar8a11asaiigraha of Sayai:ia-Miidhava ed. by Y. G. Apte ( A. S. S. No. 5 I) 
Poona, 1906, 1927, 1950. 

(c) SarvadarAa11asa1igraha trans. by E. B. Cowell and A. E. Gough (reprint), New 
Delhi, 1976. 

3. SDS, ed. V. S. Abhyankar, Poona, pp. 56-57. 
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~ a'I~ ~: ~i;ffi I 

SI~ ~ft f~f4v41rllTP.ill1.f~lfT: 11 ·~. 11 

~l;rn"'f<TT <rfifzf ~~q' ~ ~Wcral I 

~ aillaf ftr~ft~~~>.lrd<l'iff II~ 11 

amit~nJUflare Cf'iif'!Tttr~::mr 1 ., " ' 

m«;~ <tf<f'lfc:: lfll'!rir ~srfu I 

'3'!fl1T~rf ~Q' ::;rrorf<:rrJf a-a-1 Cf<i'! 11 l 11 

~~~tsftt i14H tflria"-i:rrfr.llm: 1 
"' 

;jfrli~T ;:frm<:r ~mli J:lfu: rtT'i:f~ 11 '<, 11 

Q. Cfir~TttRP:fil srirrui ;::n<;f lfii!:ffi 1 
"' 

~Cfm''.i liWff~ lffiT 'l'TC.J:l~lfl'&-""ll'~ 11 9 o 11 

The first nine verses are translated by Cowell and Gough as follows :

" 1. No omniscient being is seen by the seru;e here in this world by 
ourselves or others; nor is there any part of him seen which might help us 
as a sign to infer his existence. 

2. Nor is there any injunction ( vidhi ) of scripture which reveals an 
eternal omniscient one, nor can the meaning of the explanatory passages 
( qrthavada ) be applied here. 

3. His existence is not declared by those passages which refer to quite 
other topics; and it cannot be contained in any emphatic repetitions 
( anuvada ), as it had never been mentioned elsewhere before. 

4. An omniscient being who had beginning can never be the subject of 
of the eternal Veda; and how can he be established by a made and spurious 
Veda? 

5. Do you say that this omniscient one is accepted on his own word ? 
How can you establish either when they thus both depend on reciprocal 
1upport? 

6. ( If you say ) ' The saying is true because it was uttered by one 
omniscient, and this proves the Arhat's existence'; how can either point 
be established without some previously established foundation ? 

· · 7. But they who accept a (supposed) omniscient on the baseless word 
of a parviscicnt know nothing of the meaning of a real omnisciertt's words. 

8. And again, if we now could see anything like an omniscient being, 
we might have a chance of recognising him by the (well-known fourth) 
proof, comparison ( Upam~na) 

. 9. And the teaching of Buddha (as well as that of Jina) which 
embraces virtue. vice ck. would not be established as an authoritative if 
there were not in him the attribute of onmiscence and so on.'' 
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There is, howev\!r, one noteworthy circumstance . conn.ected· with these 
verses to which Pandit Vasudev Shastri Abhyankar has not drawn attention, 
viz. the coincidences between these verses and the verses in the Mfmiimsii
Slokaviirttikai of Kumarilabha!!a condemning the Buddha's omniscience 
are so close that tb.e only way to explain them is to suppose a conscious 
effort on the part of the author of SDS to summarise the gist of Kumirila
bhatta's arguments and to attribute them to the school of Tautatita. I 
give below a few of the more important coincidencess. 

~ffi ¥1f~ ~~fifr~fef\1: I 

f;n:~~r rr "TT~frf<=fu" om;q-;:rr 11 q q" 11 

~fa if ~ ~ Sl'c::lf~~ lfifl1Tftf I 

~llfuf rrr11f'l'if~~irrfip:-f~ff <Rf"«{ 11 q q .,, 11 

~iR ~~lts;:lfr.:q~Tq: I 

~~srritr:t~ ~ ~pffl <ti~ II qq<: II 

rf "f!Tlfcf 'Hl f.wr: Wctlft ~~f~;i: I 

f~zt ~~<ITT'~ a(tTI: fll'T~frr~aT 11 q q '\ 11 

~!:! f;::m:!(~· f" ~ifT <fqT I 

lf"I'~ srf<:fq'11~ 'i:lllJr<f a~r <n.T: 11 q ~ 0 11 

~ Cl'Glif"1°ft~~ ':;;r ~rfTTl;ft NrrT I 

<=ti!lk\)Sftf rf <n=!!filfT ~ Cfi'~ffit 11 , ¥ ~ 11 . -~ 
f;=r(1Hif'fTCfOfTt.l'TSfq' Sl'c<irmTSrflfT km I 
rr~ m:rrfq- fc!'P.1l:'ijf ~s~rr ~Stl<rr 11 , q 11 

~Cfi'Cfi'NCflf~c<f "l'CffCf!l(~" ~cftfo "!' I . 
. i:n:~.::1Ne-ilr ifT4f~: f:1filf1!1Tibn 11 q ~<: 11 

cr«i!i '<!' lfT ifflf <ff"=".T Sl'~lHl'fflCf: I 

~'!fff1:r ~i!: ~Ill' "1Cr..a' WHf~ 11 q ~ ~ 11 

~~;:tp:f~~ilff'ffrl ~~lf<r':qf ;r;r I 
"' ~if.:l<'Cfl'~~Cl'I f1'14COll 'lffR<'. ~cll'fif 11 'I~ • 11 

~<firsmfcffu" ~ c:t'(Cfifi;i" i_! '\~~f..,-: I 

~trf'Cl'~IT~~1fi:;fcf 'if:'f!l"~ 11 q ~ 't 11 

~rff<m"!' ~~~T ~1!~f"!<f I 

:q- ~ nr<Hi<hr: 11' 1f'ihf rr "!!;lfi'f 11 , ~ 4. 11 

4. (a) Mlmari1sa-Sloka1•urllika of Kumarilabbaua edited with the commentary 
Nyayara111akara of Parthasarathi Misra ·by Manavalli Ramasastri Tailanga, 
Beoares, 1898. 

(b) "Mimumsa-Slokaviirttika translation by Gangaoath Jha ( Bibliothcca Indica )t 
Calcutta, 1903. 

'· /but., (a) I. l. 2 pp. 79-88. (b) pp. 38-42. 
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~ff ~~~ f~ ~~: I 

~ ~: 5f~: ~:mm: it;;f ~a II 9C\9 II 

~Of (j Sl'irr~ ~m ~ 'tl~a- I 

1,"I' ~ ~r uor'r.{ '{~'!: srfdtroa- 11 9 9 ~ 11 

MM Ganganath Jha translated them as follows : 

" 117. An omniscient person is not seen by us at the present moment 
nor, is it possible to prove ( by means of Inference) that such a one existed 
before, as is done in the case of the negation of such a person. 

ll5. With regard to objects in the future ( such as Dharma etc.) we do 
not ever find the applicability of Sense-perception, nor that of Inference and 
the rest, in a case where is no proper mark (to serve as the Middle Term). 

118. Nor can the existence or the omniscient one to be proved by 
Scriptures; for in that case there would be mutual inter-dependence. And 
how can one ever believe the authenticity of a Scripture composed by 
another man ? 

119. Nor can we get at any other Scripture (save the Veda) which 
is eternal. If the eulogies (occurring in the Veda in praise of an Omni
scient person ) were eternal, then, non-eternality would belong to the Scri
pture itself. 

120. The eternality of the Scripture (Veda) having been established, 
all other assumptions ( of an omniscient Author and the like) became need
less. For men could prove the existence of Duty by means of the same 
(Scripture) whereby, (you.seek) to prove the existence of an omniscient 
person. 

142. Such an assumption could not be proved by anything except 
(their) Scriptures; nor again could the (authority of these) Scriptures 
themselves be established without the above assumption (and thus there 
would be a mutual dependence). Nor can such a theoriser get at any 
similar instance among ordinary men (that could prove the particular faculty 
of their Jiva ). 

143. The idea of an eternal Scripture too, is to be refuted in the same 
manner. Because with regard to that also, there is no such a belief as that 
• This is seen by this person, or composed by him '. 

128. Because, while being a human assertion it refers to the super
sen~uous subjects; therefore too, account of mutual dependence, the Scripture 
of Buddha and others would come to be false. 

129. The antagonist who meets you for the first time could, while 
arguing also have the following argument (at his disposal) against you. 

130. My assertion that 'Buddha etc. are non-omniscient is true, because 
it is my assertion, like my assertion 'fire is hot, and bright' . 
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134. That " He is omniscient ", how could even his contemporary 
enquirers know, being ( as they were) devoid any conception of his cognitions 
and the ohjects thereof ? 

135. Thus then you will have to assume many omniscient persons 
(among his contemporaries and their followers so that each of these could 
be cognisant of the omniscience of his predecessor). For he who is himself 
non-omniscient could never recognize another person to br omniscient. 

111. If there really existed a person knowing all things, through the 
six means of knowledge, how could such a person be denied ? 

112. But if a person be assumed to be knowing all things by a single 
means of knowledge, such a person would doubtless perceive taste and 
other objects, by means of the eye alone." 

Pandit Abbyankar who wrote a masterly commentary entitled Darsanari· 
kuri on the SDS interprets Tautatitai~ by Bauddhai~ loco citato6 • That he was 
more or less guided by the contextual meaning rather than by anything 
else. We need not expect a critical and a historical perspective in a scholar 
brought up in the traditional learning. Not only the Jains but also the 
Buddhists believed their respective founders to be omniscient. The tenor of 
the two passages quoted above is towards criticism of the omniscence of the 
Buddha. It would be seen further from the a hove two passages that there 
are several verses in which the words differ but the ideas are so much alike 
that an intimate connection between the two is strongly suggested. 

The second quotation which occurs in the Pai:iiniyadaJ'Sana7 of the SDS 
is identical with the verse 69 belonging to the Spho~avada section of the 
Mimamsa-S/okaviirttikae of Kumiirilabha~!a and thus sets at rest any 
misgivings regarding the identity of Tautatita. The tiadition preserverd in 
the Sarikara-digvijaya~ of Vidyiirai:iya affords a valuable confirmation regar
ding the expression Tautiitita9• The Commentator, Dhanapatisuri (19th cen. 
A. D.) of .~arikaradigvijaya, while commenting on the verse 119, Canto X 
paraphrases Tautiitita~ by Kumiirila~. 

Further, BhavadevabhaHa (circa 1100 A. D.)1° had written a commentary 

6. Op. eit, p. 56. 

7. ~ lfl1!ITT ~ ~ msrfuq-1~~ 
~: Sh'lld<aMSU!i~ <:Plct"ict"ii)t'lCf>I: 11 SDS, ed. by V. S. Abbayaokar, Poona, 
1924, p. 302. 

8. Op. cit. 1.1. 5 p. 527. 
9. Vlde canto X, verse 119 ah : 

<:1'1.ll•iflMT 1Tm' i:IC:'1,41fil ~ 
~)~:;rf;:r '!' ~"tmr) ~ ~ ~rfu.=,-: I Sailkaradlgvijaya of Vidyirai;iya 

ed. with comms. of Dbanapatisuri and Acyuta ( A. S.S. 22 ), Poona 1891, p. 414. 
10. · JoY4* Tattvablndu by V-acaspatimiSra ed. by V. A. Ramaawami Sastri, Annamalai, 

1936, iD&ro. p. 68. 
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entitled Ta11totitomatatilaka on the Mlmii.n1sa-Ta11travO.rttika of Kumarila
bhatta. So Tu ti ta must be one of the names of K umarila and not of Prabhi
kara as is generally believed. 

The last reference to Tautiititall is not exactly a quotation but relCrs to 
the view of Tautiitita adhered to by Viicaspati in his commentary entitled 
Nyii.yakQ'TJika on the Vidhiviveka of Ma1;u;lanamisra, It is worthwhile to 
remember here that Viicaspati 's works in the Mimamsii Sistra are (1) the 
NyO.yokQ'TJik?i. a commentary on Ma~<;lana Misra's Vidhivfreko and (2) the 
Tattvabindu, wherein he refutes the spho!a theory on the lines .ah:ea<ly 
enunciated by Kumarila in his Spho~aviida section of the Mimiimsa
S/okavorttika. Here too Pandit Abhyankar explains Tautotilamatom 
avalambya by Cii.rvO.kamatii.nusorelJa iiSanakya i.e. 'having raised an objectiqn 
by following the view of Carviika' which is palpably wrong. It is all the 
more surprising that Pandit Abhyankar who has shown his acquaintance with 
Mimamsa Siistra by writing a new commentary on the Mimiiniro-Nyiya
Prak?i.5a of Apadeva should confuse Tautiitita with Bauddha or Cirvaka f 

11. SDS, ed. by V. S. Abbyankac, Poona, 1924, p. ~JS. The retev_a_nt passage in 
Nyayc1ko'flk7i. on Vidhivfreka is: <lltli>l'(Ofi{~~ ~"~~'f-
~~;:5fllfr~q~ ~~m ;flnr~ lif.rq~'f~fr ~ ~""-')scr~: 
ville .BcDarea Ed., 1907, p. 167. 



SAMAGANA : A BLENDING OF Two TYPES oF Mrnnc. 

USHA R. RHISE 

The music of SO.maveda is a finished product and has a fairly long period 
of development. The Vedic literature itself has provided us with certain pieces 
of information which suggest that two different streams of musical tradition 
have flowed into it. 

The most obvious evidence which we get is the use of two different 
musical instruments-one is a wind instrument-vetiu, and the other is a string 
instrument-vhia, there being a set of musicians using Vetnl as the accompani
ment and another set using vltia for the same purpose. As for the relatjon 
between these two groups of musicians it may be staled that the flutists were 
not as sophisticated as their lute-playing brethren as the ftute is colJlmonly 
taken to be the more primitive of the two instruments. Even though it was not 
as refined as the vaittika music, it was so popular that the v.ai1.tika tradition 
could not ignore it altogether. Efforts were made to reconcile the two as call 
he learnt from the following statement in the Naradiya Sik~ : 

lf: ;:f'flf11r.ll 5r!f'f: ~ ~6".lif: ~: I 

ift mfP:r: ;:r ~«Cf'f+f: 3:if<'i: II 
~ c. c. 

~~= ~ ~1:1rg: q~ acrar ~ 1 

~T ~ f>.i;11.f: ~;-i:r: ii:;;rir: ~;:r: 11 ( I · 5 · 1-2 ) 

This is how the corresponding placement of musical notes in both the 
systems were shown. This was necessary in view of the Somaga-s using both 
ve'{iu and vi~1ii as their accompaniment. 

2 

A further evidence is furnished by the terminology of the ancient 
music. We come across two sets of technical terms used for the names of 
musical notes in some of the old works. The Taitti~fya PritWlkhya, one 
of the oldest works dealing with the problem of human voice, prefers to 
mention the difforent pitches of human voice by the term yama, "the 
controller" against the more widely accepted term sl'ara. The seven notes 
1)f the gamut are referred to as ~?.SMifl~~i!(fl~:q~~~~"l~T: ~ ~tfls 
(Taitt. Pr. 23-12 ). The Niiradlya Sik~a which is ; somewhat later :work 
makes use of another set of terms for the seven musical notes viz. 

~"I" 'lt'f'ql'f<f rrmm:r if&!f~jq"T 
~T ~<f"l!T~ f~~; ;rtffl:!": ~; 11.( 1·2·5,) 

6 ... 
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At the same time this work is aware or earlier terminology of the 
Taitt. Pr. cf. 

~riJr.. ~ fiffi1frt y.frii;:r "!' <fffir I 

"3~'.:IJ!ifqr;=jpfft 'l=l<rf;::r q-rfqef; 11 

~~llf~C~l'j_ ~~7'f.T: ~U"{ I 
mf~ ll~~'lf"!7~: ~7T-'f II 
i:p;f'q1'q" ~'q" ¢l!T_~ "'l"<'J3'F: I 

11~: ~ti1 ~;;-~~: t:fd'"! ~· ~T1111T: II 

firffi~!NJIT~T ;,·rm·~<rrtt f~T I 

.;.-.n !11T"!"l~ ~T ~l'.fifllJ: 11 ( I· I· 10-13) 

Thus an account or the dift'erent schools of Vaidikas using certain 
notes only ror tecitation is furnished here. The same work, however, 
while discus!iirtg the practice or Samaveda switches on to a different termi
nology (vide Nar. S. 1·2·5 quoted above). Thus, while giving an account 
of the mitrcchana-s of the sag~s the ~a<fja set of terminology is used ( ~OJ!je 
tilttaramandra ilyat etc. Nar. S. 1·2·11-13 ). This is followed by statements 
about the notes which are favourite with different classes of beings like 
gods, $Cmi-divii1e beings, spirits etc. ( 1·2·15-16) under the same terminology. 
Likewise the colour.s of the seven notes and their castes ( 1 •4· l-4) their 
absolute pitches ( 1-5.3.4 ), their production ( 1·5·5-11) and their deities 
( 1·5·12-18) are mentioned under the same terminology. It is only when 
the author means to describe giitrai1h1a that he reverts to the older termi
nology; thus the place of each note in the human body starting with the 
Kru,/a is first mentioned ( 1 ·7·1-2) and then commences the description of 
giitravi1µ1 as 

~~ ~1i~)s~ q"Sflq"lf: ~F: II l 1·7·3 ff) 
~ ..: ~ ._, 

The same ancient' terminology is resorted to while giving the account of 
the ~ruti-s and their releations with the seven notes ( l · 7 · 9-14 ). 

In Naradiya Sik~a itself we find the two sets of terminology used side by 
!lide. A minor point of divergence in this matter is to be found at Niir. S. l ·6.20. 

~·: ~rn~ffi" ~ ~"'"~rrri:rfri<f<ii'r 1 

. f<r1e~ 111ll1TT 1"irfcr•:cmf11f"i· crrfor;:r: 11 
' • ,, "C\.¢ 

"f.his makes a distinction between sii maga-s and 1·i~1i11- s, giving us .as fain 
indication of a tripartite division into siimaga, vl1,1i11 and verw:vadi11s. 
l"ollowing a diicu;;sion of th.e defects of saman-chanting, this verse says 
t~t a. p~rticular .. oote which ·goes astray from it's proper sthana is called 
fj.rvara.,py t\lc Samaga,-s and Virakta by the wielders or lute. 

3 

During the course of ellplaining the behaviour of svara-s in the SJ' a 
niention is made of three grama·s as 



~~"'5<1'Jl1TI"aT~ lllll'T: !l~IT.=rnT: I 

~f\Nl'Tll~ ~T 'tf~Ofl'T~ ll'Vl'l: 11 
~ ' ~ 

~mrx iw~r rrr·~~ 1l1i <i~T 1 ( t · 2 · 6-7 ) 

Out of these saefja and 111adliya111a gramas are described at length 

'TAm.~i:rrfEfq'(~;:r f~i::r rr"i11'ffl': I 

~-i '"!' ffi;;i::rFll'<:!:!~lXTll' -:;i~ 11 

~ ~r:tf f.:l~ irr.~fu;J;) ~~'! I 
clcr-:T: 'fi'fPffll ~~ "l~'Jf'Q'Ti:f '1 f'lf~Qj"t 11 ( 1 · 4. 7-8 ) 

Some more details about the 111adhya111agrama follow ( 1.4.10·1 l ). But 
the author seems to be quite unfamiliar with the gandlriiragrama. Only at one 
place he gives a comparative picture of the tiina-s in the three grama-s as 

f~mi=f i:ic:•:rll'uit ~;;rarif "if1<tw 1 

.:iTrfri'! q'O:"ifi;:°~~f.:\'f rnrm<:ITTll''lTf~.1rtJ<'! 11 ( I . 2. 8 ) 

:barring this the Nar. S. dues not show any acquaintance with gandlriira
grama. The three grama-s are assigned to three regions of the world viz. bhu, 
hhuvar and svarga. The gandharagrama existed in the heaven, whereas ~atfja 

and madhama gramas existed on the earth and the adjacent region respectively. 
Stripping these statements of their mythical element, it may be said that by 
earthly or laukika the author means his own society. The adjacent region 
refers to a society which was different from his own but with which he was 
quite familiar. By heaven some distant place is meant. Perhaps it was a 
hilly region as can be conjectured from the numerous connections of the 
divine beings with mountain tops.* Anyway heaven stands for a distant 
place, difficult to reach, inhabited by alien and perhaps superior rates. The 
giindlriiragriima belonged to such a region. However it became a part and 
parcel of the svarammµJala cf. 

'it'i ~··r~T ~PH lf..~'i"P:c~·or.fOl'Vifo: I 

rir~ ~;:rq;;:qrlliC{ ~-'1".I_: ~~"-11: 11 ( N~r. s. I· 2· 4) 

(The 49 tanas arc distributed as 20 in the madhyama grama, 14 in the 
~a4ja grama and 15 in the gandhara ). As the concept of grama is linked 
with the musical scale, an impact of different types of scales on each other 
is suggested. 

4 

More decisive is the evidence furnished by some legends from the 
Brahmana-s. The legends explain the origin of the saman. All of them 
have a few points in common : (a) The difference between re and saman, 
( b) re being a female principle and sa111a11 the male one, suggests the supc-

* e. g. The soma stalks, the juice of which is offered to Gods in the sacrifices is to 
be had from the top of mount Mlljavat. 
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riority of saman over the re, ( c) re approaching siiman with a request to 
have union, ( d) saman refusing it on the grounds of inequality of the two 
and ( e) finally the union taking place after re improving herself. 

The fqllow.ing account is given by the Aitareya Brahm~a ( Pane III 23 ). 
"The' ~c and Saman were originally in the form of Sa and Arna. 

The ~c which was in the form of a woman approached Arna and express
ed her desire to have a union and beget progeny. But Arna refused and 
said that as he was greater it did not befit him to have a union with her. 
Then ~c took one more ~c and then approached Arna. But Arna said. 
the greatness of both of you put together wiJI not equal that of mine. 
Then three ~cs joined together and approached him and requested him. 
Then Sa and Arna were united ". This account stresses the inferiority of ~c. 
which stands for the form of music to which it was subjected. 

The Jaiminiyopani~ad Briilrma?Ja ( 1·17·3) has the following version: 
At the beginning sat was pralJa and mind. Asat was apiina and speech. 
Theµ sat and a.sat are shown to represent the male and the female principle 
respectively. :{le was a female and desired to have a union with Ama, who 
was a male. Ama asked her who she was. So she replied ' I am Si ' and 
he said 'I am Arna'. Then she asked him to have a union with her but he 
said 'you are my sister. So you seek union somewhere else '. She said 
'I do not find anybody with whom I can have union. So I will have union 
with you'. He told her 'Purify yourself, you are impure '. She tried all 
means to purify herself. But all those forms of poetry - gathii, naras(lli1sl, 
kumbhya, puratJa, ai/ba and rebha were unsuccessful. Finally she succeeded 
in her attempt by the viraj. By this she obtained progeny. 

The next account is from the same Brahmai:ia ( 1.18.4) but with slight 
variation: Water was alone in the beginning. The water was rising in the 
form of the waves as a result of which two cavities were formed viz. ~c 
(Si) and Sliman ( Ama ). They desired to have a union. He said 'You 
are my sister, so seek somebody else '. She swam to a distance. Aditya 
tried to follow her but was not able to do so, as she disappeared. So he 
said ' i do not find you '. He promised her a boon if she would be seen 
by him. She appeared and again disappeared into the waves. After thus 
dodging him she was finally united with him and created the word Siman. 

These accow1ts of the origin of Saman indicate that the Saman-music 
was of a superior type and the ~c-musie was of an inferior one. The 
11.ttempts at fusing the two landed into difficulties. After several failures and 
successive alterations brought about in the ~c-music it becanie fit for 
getting blended with the Si.man-music. 



SOME TRENDS IN INDIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY• 

R.N. DANDEKAR 

Modern hi~toriography was a child of the late 18th century, but it soon 
assumed such an important status in the academic life th:it Augustin Thierry 
"as moved to proclaim : History would be the hallmark of the 19th century 
and would lend it its name, just as philosophy had given its name to the 18th. 

The concept of history has been ever changing. Indeed, the history of 
the concept or history is a fascinating subject by itself. A reference can, 
however, be made here only to a few relevant points in that connection. rt 
is suggested, as, for instance, by the Ranke school of historiography, that 
the primary function of a historian is to tell the story as it actually happened. 
History-writing is comparable to the work of an enquiry commission. 
The various available sources are like witnesses before the commission; 
but they are not to be taken on trust; they are to be thoroughly cross
examined, and every detail has to be double-checked. History is thus 
believed to be concerned exclusively with facts and not with generalizations. 
It is essentially a science of facts. Such a view also genen1lly disclaims 
any alliance between history on the one hand and literature and philosophy 
on the other. A historian is mainly a servant and faithful chronicler of 
the past, not its critic, courtier, or legislator. He reconstructs events or 
historical moments on a temporal axis, but does not try to provide any 
conceptual framework for them. 

As against this, it is strongly urged that history is not merely a compilation 
of facts, but an insight into a moving process of life. Mere facts and details 
are not history; they are es~ential only as a sound basis. History is how one 
looks at the sum-total of facts; it is a purposive interpretation of the known 
facts. History is, indeed, an independent system of thought and has its own 
methodology. It represents the movement of ideas. The first concern of a 
historian is, no doubt, a meticulous collection or facts, but far more important 
are the generalilation, interpretation, and integration which must necessarily 
foUow. Debates on a microscopic kvel, such as those regarding dates. etc., 
are by no m1.·ans to be discouraged in ~o far as they help the ascertainment 
of historical facts, but history primarily consists in making those facts weave 
a coherent pattern. History. it is further pointed out, is a piece of structural 
analysis. It seeks to extract meaning and implications of the story. A constant 
exercise of judgement is what is expected of a historian. Accordingly, the 
purpose of the study of history is said to be the acquisition of human self
knowledge. Jt is emphasised that history, to be concrete and alive, should 

•The Kane Memorial Lecture delivered at lhc Asiatic Society of Bombay on May 9, 1977. 
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combine in itself both the·act~iJlity·of the·.fieJO. of treatment and a justifiable 
and well-founded morality of analysed conclusions.1 

It is this latter view which generally holds the ground at present. One 
now secs a definite shift from narrative history to history as problem. 

One also now sees considerable widening of the scope of history. It 
was once assumed that political power was the great shaping force of civili
sation, and the great lever by which the vast majority was raised to a higher 
mental and moral plane. Even in ancient India, the grand-sire of the 
.Mahabharata is shown to have posed the question as to whether the times 
influenced the king or the king influenced the times and to have unhesitatingly 
declared that, without doubt, it was the king who influenced the times.2 History 
accordingly used to portray, as Voltaire said, none but kings, minhters, and 
generals. Just as the aim of history was regarded as being narration and 
not analysis and interpretation of facts, so too its subject-matter was regarded 
as being confined to individuals not groups, to notables not nonentities. lt 
W..t'i believed that, within the collective experience of humanity, what was 
most fascinating for accounts and most available for narration were the 
adventures of gr..:at men and of !.tates. History was, accordingly, biographical 
or political, and was constituted mainly of power and war. The focus was 
on kings and princes, and drums and trumpets. There has 1ww occurred a 
fundamental reorientation of perspectives. The pioneering patchwork period 
of survey-histories is already over. The scope of history has broadened from 
the rulers to the ruled, from state to society, from individuals to people, 
from royal palaces and battlefields to huts and farms, from weapons of war 
to tools of production, from politics to the entire social life with its socio
economic, intellectual, cultural, and scientific developments. History today 
includ=s not only every manifestation of political activity among men but 
the entire range of human experience. A historic fact, it is observed, no 
longer means the explosion of an important event which ruptures the silence 
of time, but rather a chosen and constructed phenomenon whose regularity 
facilitates its identification and examination by means of a chronological 
series of identical premises within given time intervals.3 In other words, history 
implies the study of the evolution of given phenomena in a temporal frame
work. Individual!>., however great and important, are n.o longer allowed to 
monopolise the attention of historians. History, it is asserted, is being 
democratised. 

Verily, in view of the growing realisation of the fundamental unity of 
human imerests. there is now a demand that national ideals must be under
stood on the background of humanity as a whole. It is pointed out that 
archaeology is establishing a kind of rhythmic unity of mankind and that, 

I. See : C. S. Srinivasachari, in ABORJ 31, p. 67. 
2. Raju ka/cuya kurQf}am : Ma/iUbharata 12. 70. 6. 
3. See : Franoois Furet, in Diogenes 89, 111. 
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therefore, the history of a people can no longer h;! adequately studied 
in isolation. 

Modern historiography was born in the age of enlightenment in Europe 
and l'\as since brought forth various approaches to the study and presenta
tion of history. A brief notice may be incidentally taken here of some 
typical ones of these. There was, for instance, the approach which had 
been inspired by the desire to overthrow the hegemony of religion and 
to study every aspect of human activity from the point of view of 
human reason. This attitude reflected the self-assertive consciousness of 
the rationalists and their belief that, in the preceding periods, the world 
was woefully steeped in superstition and darkness which fact had warped a 
proper historical sense. The romanticists provided a kind of corrective to 
this view by calling for greater sympathy in the study of the past and by 
emphasising naturism or the influence of external environments. It had 
been already a<>serted that man was essentially a creature of his environ
ments in which the geographical factors played the most important role. 
According to Hegel, who vigorously attacked naturism, the process or 
hijtory is entirely different from that of nature. Nature is cyclical anJ 
repetitive, while history never repeats itself and takes a spiral course. 
Human reason is the chief moulding factor in histoty whii.:h latter implies 
the objectivization of mind in the form of actions and institutions. History, 
says Hegel, is made up of the efforts of the human spirit to recover full 
consciousness and freedom. It is not nature which makes the man; rather 
the man works out his own destiny. Therefore, the real subject-matter of 
history is thought and its various manifestations. 

The Hegelian dialectics may be said to have given rise, on the one 
hand, to tile critical era of historiography initiated by Ranke and, on the 
other, to the hi'ltorical materialism of Marx. Ranke is often regarded as 
the greatest history-writer or the modern times. To him. the science or 
history was a holy w,Hk purifying the soul. fndeed, he considered history 
to be religion. According to Ranke, men of action were the deciding 
factor in history. He put great stress on eschewing all romantic element
all invention and imagination-from historical writings and on rigorously 
sticking to facts. He wanted the . study of the past to be divorced from 
the passions of the present. It is, however, Marx who has exercised by 
far the most profound influence on the recent thinking about history. 
He ·vehemently ass~rted that it was not the consciousness of man that 
determined his being. bnt that, on the contrary, his social heing determined 
his conscil1usness. Marx's main thesis is that the character of the social, 
political, and cultural life of a people is determined by the modes and relations 
of production in economic life. But he does not regard man as just a passive 
agent of nat1,1Je. ,For, man,. according to. him, is given the opportunity and 
privilege to create and re-create the social world. He stresses the integral 
relation of history with n~tUcral science and industry. Though Marx regarded 
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economic causes as the basic factor in the historical process, he never 
believed that everything could be explained by what might be called monistic 
materialism. As his friend Engels has explained, the economic situation is 
doubtlessly the basis; but the various elements of the superstructure-political. 
legal, and philosophical theories and religious ideas-also exercise their 
influence on the course or historical struggles and, in many cases, prepond
erate in determining their form. The orientation given to historiography by 
Darwin's theory of evolution and natural selection as also by Comte's 
positivist philosophy which sponsored the law of three states or stages 
of intellectual development, namely, theological, metaphysical, and scientific, 
was also by no means negligible. Particularly significant, however, was the 
affirmation of the positivists that science, including history, consisted of two 
factorS-the ascertainment of facts and the discovery by inductive method of 
the laws behind those facts. 

By the way, it may be mentioned that Ramakrishna Gopal Bhandarkar, 
who can be regarded as a pioneer of modern historiography in India, 
belonged to the Ranke school of historiography (Bhandarkar has actually 
compared the critical method of research to the method pursued by a judge 
in coming to a decision), that most of his successors have generally followed 
his lead though a few of them have inevitably turned romanticists, and 
that the present rage in India is historical materialism. 

Once it was accepted that the primary function of a historian was to 
provide a purposive interpretation of facts, that a historian had to extract a 
meaning and evolve a pattern out of the facts, attempts were made to find 
out if there could ha\'e been any one single dominant motive force, any 
law, which governed the historical process through the ages. Jn other words, 
could one speak of the focal theme of history ? Religion was naturally the first 
and foremost motivating factor to strike a student of world-history. Toynbee, 
for instance, proclaims : As I have gone on, religion has come to take the 
central place in my picture of the universe. Even in the development of India, 
he fully realises the exceptional importance of the religious factor. He does 
not go so far as to believe that the saints and the philosophers have been 
responsible for the ruin of civilisations but he admits that they have been 
the involuntary artisans of that disintegration which has occurred periodi
cally and which has affected the forms or culture. In the historical process 
he has often noticed a parallelism between religion and society. Religion, 
it ma~· be incidentally added, has influenced the course of history both 
favourably and adversely. As for the latter kind of influence, some scholars 
have even gone to the extent of pronouncing that history, down to the 
present day, is a melancholy record of the horrors which can attend religion, 
that religion has become the synonym for hatred, indeed, the la.st refuge 
of human savagery.4 Referring to the post-partition carnage in India, 

· .~_. · 4. ,~Cr. A. N. Whitehead, Reltilo" in the Malfbw1 ·1>· 26. 
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Jawaharlal Nehru is reported to have vociferated in great anguish that 
Hindus and Muslims and Sikhs and others took great pride in their sacred 
faiths and testified to their truth by breaking the heads of one another. 

Toynbee enunciates some other laws governing historical development 
bv means of such c:ttch-phrases as challenge and response, stimulus and 
p~essure, affiliation and rupture. defeat and rally. A reference may be made 
here, in passing, to another view of Toynbee's. He believed that in theory 
all peoples were capable of crl!ating high civilizatiom; if they did not succeed, 
it was because of lazy life due to plenty. or sapped energies due to inhospitable 
environments. or exh:mstion due to efforts to adjust to surrounding conditions. 

What is called social dynamics is sometimes mentioned as the basic law 
of history. A constant movement towards expansion is a natural imtinct in 
every social organism. History denotes a development, a transition; not merely 
a sequence of events but a rrocees of becoming. ft reflects constant changes 
in social relationships. In the context of India, for instance, her history 
would mainly imply an analytical study of caste and sub-caste relationships. 

And, finally, from the Marxist point of view, history is defined as a 
presentation in chronological order of successive developments in the means 
and relations of production.5 This definition clearly sets forth the focal theme 
of history. [t is, indeed, claimed that the changes in economic structures have 
a vital bearing even on the social relatilmsbips mentioned above. As suggested 
earlier, the most dominant trend in the writings relating to the history of 
India, in recent years, has been its Marxist interpretation. 

As is well-known, India could boast of hardly any real historiography 
until almost the middle of the 19th century. Serious activity in that field, if 
any, in the earlier periods, seems to have been laggard and only occasional. 
The Veda may be reflecting to some extent the phenomenon of the mythologi
zation of history, but of pure history it contains but a few and stray scraps. 
The Puraf}as, which are traditionally often coupled with-or, in some cases, 
even identified with-ltihasa (which wor<l has come to denote history), hardly 
deserve to be regarded as historical writings in the true sense of the term. 
They are rather treatises on universal history. They usually speak in terms 
of yugas or cosmic epochs rather than of real historical periods. It has 
been rightly observed that they start with cosmogony and end with the 
dynasties of the future and that the periods of real history form only an 
episode in the cosmic cycle so that even they are generally transformed in
to mystical or legendary themes. The genealogies contained in the P11ra1JOS 
and similar works too can rarely be treate<l as faithful records of the past. 
In<leed, the basic lask of a historian of India consists in scrupulously isolating 
the religious and social pretences proclaimed as truths in the PuriilJOS and 

5. Sec : D. D. Kosambi, A11 Introd11ctio11 to the Study of Indian History, 
Bombay, 1956, p. I. 
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other scriptures. In the so-called historical Kiivyas also, history is either 
completely submerged under poetry or it is transformed into legend. It is 
certainly most surprising that in the rich and voluminous treasures of Sanskrit 
litei:ature real historical writings should have been so conspicuous by their 
dearth. 

There is, however, some truth in the statement that the paucity of 
historical writing by the Hindus does not necessarily imply the absence of 
historical sense on their part. It is, for instance, not quite impossible to 
reconstruct certain aspects of Indian history, in its widest sense, by means 
of a judicious study of myths and local folklore. Intensive and scientifically 
carried out anthropological, ethnographical, and sociological research would 
certainly help us to understand the dynamic processes of the interaction 
of cplture and the individual interest, of the objective world and man's 
s1,1bjective world, and to gain an insight into the originality, uniqueness; 
and spontaneity of social experiences in various communities at the level of 
myths, legends, usages, and popular tradition.6 Venly, such multi-disciplined 
study constitutes an important feature of modern Indological research. 
Apart from such indirect manifestation of the historical sense of the Hindus, 
a mention may be made here of the archives and genealogical records which 
seem to have been maintained by many Hindu courts. Such documents; 
which become available but rarely, are seen to start at human-secular
b.istorical level, but unfortunately they soon assume superhuman-metaphysi
cal-legendary prop0rtions. Muslims, in the medieval period, had a keener 
but more restricted sense of history. They evinced little or no interest 
in the early history of India. They believed that the only true religion was 
that of the Quran, · and that history should aim at revealing the ways of 
God to men. Most of the Muslim historians were courtiers, and even 
through their official chronicles they sought to represent kings and princes 
as agents and symbols of the divine purpose. 

It is strange but true that the Indians learnt what may be properly called 
the history of India first from the writings of the British. These writings 
naturally reflected various trends. There had. of course, been in vogue some 
popu1ar accounts which represented India as a mysterious land of magic, wealth, 
and wisdom. Such accounts may as well be ignored in the present context. Jn 
1811 appeared· John Malcolm's Sketch of the Political History of India. It 
was obviously inspired by the desire to flatter the Ea~t India Company for 
the sake of purely personal interests. James Mill was one of those Europeans 
wl.t0> mca~ur~d India by the standards with which they had been familiar 
and found her deficient. He felt that the entire Indian society had become 
JeJ1raved and needed to be thoroughly changed. In his 'The History of 
British India (1818), the second and the third books in which deal with 
the Hindu and the Muslim periods respectively, he has applied utilitarian 

6, See : D. D. Ko§ambi, Op. cit. ( particularly the first twv chapters ). 
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-logic to· Indian civilisation. He had full faith in the. power of government 
and law to change the people and, therefore, advocated fr~-use ofthat power 
for improving Indian society. He argued that happiness and not political 
liberty should be the end in view. This may have been a reaction against 
the plea which had been made earlier by Sir William Jones for a sympathetic 
understanding of India's problems. Jones had commended -the «;lesirabiJity 
of maintaining the original imtitutions of the Hindus and reconciling : the 
people of England to the natur1.: of Hindustan. Later Indologists like Max 
Mueller also glorified things Indian and suggested that the change in them, 
if any, should be attempted with due deference to the time-honoured 
ideologies and institutions. Such romantic zest for India's past was some
times interpreted as being intended for exalting the Hindus iu the eyes of 
their European masters and thereby ameliorating the temper of the 
government. 

Elphinstone did not accept Mill's premise that human nature was 
everywhere the same and that it could be changed by government and law. 
He felt that human nature might differ in different countries and that history 
should describe rather than evaluate those diff.:rcnces. In his The History 
of India ( 1841 ), therefore, Elphinstone simply describes the political story 
and the nature of Indian society. Grant, before him, represented yet another 
trend. He was an evangelist and sincerely believed that the British rule in 
India was an event which was divinely conceived and pre-ordained for redeem
ing a condemned humanity and that a radical change in the natuJe pf 
Hindostan could be effected through Christianity and education. Elliot 
magnified the evil consequences of the tension between the Hindus . an,d 
the Muslims in the medieval period and fondly hoped that his History of 
India would teach the 'bombastic Ba boos of India' some lessons in the benefits 
of the British rule, while Maine pointed to India's age-old economic.~tagna
tion, as reflected in her much-flaunted village communities, as the root
cause of her degradation. Vincent Smith looked upon history as a means for 
using the past to understand the present and to plan for the future. 
His was frankly an administrator's pragmatic approach. Neverthele&s, 
Vincent Smith also seems to have been guided by certain sound academic 
principles of historiography. 

All British historians, however, had one purpose in common, namely, 
the justification and further strengthening of the British rule in tndia. This 
they sought to achieve by constantly harping on the highly desirable effect 
of that rule. They also <ldibcrately tried tu create a kind of psychosis 
among the [ndians that India had alway~ been subject to foreign invasions 
and internal feuds, that there ha<l been no political unity in India at any 
time, that the cultural unity of India was a fiction, anci that whatever Was 

good in India was due to European inllucnce. The British historians, who 
had mostly b<!en administrators and soldiers, firmly believed that the 

. British had a mission to fulfil in lnJia. that the British rule- was a blessing 
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for India, and that the British came to· India just when they were most 
needed. What had been worse was that a few of them played a game of 
duplicity. On the one hand, writing about Indian polity, they vehemently 
condemned oriental despotism in order to highlight against that background 
the liberality of the British rule, and, on the other, writing about the 
traditional Indian society, they intentionally presented it in favourable 
light so as to encourage among the Indians a kind of self-complacency 
as also a remissness regarding the inherent weakness of that society. 
Another feature of the British histories of India was that they over
emphasised political and administrative matters. The British historians 
generally lacked academic detachment on the one hand and grasp of local 
institutions and traditions on the other. Actually, they instinctively shrank 
from contact with the natives. Their main sources were official despatches, 
archives, and reports. Even so, their view of history was much too narrow, 
for, according to them, the area of state-activity was limited to law and order. 

It cannot, however, be gainsaid that the work of the early British 
historians of India was quite systematic and that it provided a fairly solid 
foundation for future histories. But the attitude of a majority of them was 
annoyingly patronizing and, in some cases, patently contemptuous. Such an 
attitude was bound to evoke strong reaction. A tradition of national 
Indian historians soon started evolving-and this in two main directions. 
There were the extremists who experienced a kind of righteous indignation 
at what, they were convinced ( though not always justifiably ), were 
deliberate misrepresentations and distortions by the British historians. Their 
attitude was aggressive as well as defensive. Among other things, these 
extremists accused the British of deep-seated prejudices. called attention 
to the utter depravity of the character of the British high officials by point
ing out, for instance, that Clive was a veritable gangster, a confessed 
forger, liar, and cheat, and exposed the diabolical de~igns of the British 
for the economic exploitation of India. At the same time, standing on the 
defensive, the extremist nationalist historians tried to revamp the image of 
India, which, they thought, had been tarnished by the British, not only 
by vindicating and rationalizing various a~rccts of fndian rnlture but also 
by asserting the superiority in many respects of that culture over the 
western culture. It was not seldom a case of inverted inferiority complex. 
For instance, they stressed the pri~tine purity and innate sublimity of the 
Veda by censuring its later degenerate accretions. sought to justify the 
caste-system and the position of women and the Siidras. and glorified 
even ordinary things by foisting symbolic meaning on thcm. They further 
spoke. among other things, of the golden age in India, of the unity in 
diversity which characterised Indian culture, of the existence of democratic 
ideology and republican states in ancient India. of the heroic exploits of 
intrepid warriors like Candra Gupta II, of the saints who succeeded in 
promoting Hindu-Muslim brotherhood, and, above all, of the perennial 
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values· of Indian spiritualism as against the ultimate emptiness and futility 
of western materialism. Incidentally, a reference may be made in this very 
context to the few communal apologists against the British colonial historians 
who accepted the main premises of the latter but argued that their 
respective communities had not been responsible for any misdeeds. 

The other direction in which the nationalist reaction expressed itself 
was that of critical historical research so remarkably examplified by Rama
krishna Bhandarkar. The critical rationalist historians did not allow themselves 
to be unduly ruffled by the supposed iniquities of the British historians or 
to become overintoxicated by nationalist sentiments. They concentrated on 
patient scientific research, viewed historical events objectively and dispassiona
tely and re-presented the history of India in the right perspective by soberly 
rectifying the distorted versions not only of the British but also of the other 
historians including the Indian. 

One has reason to suspect that this latter extremely desirable trend in 
historiography is being surreptitiously stifled in the post-independence era 
in India. The ideals of the present such as non-violence. communal harmony. 
composite culture, peaceful co-existence, and secular state are represenh:d, 
even in spite of the lack of any positive evidence, as having been actual 
facts in the history of India. History, it will be agreed. must not be thus 
turned into a backward projection of present politics. ll is further feared 
that the historians are tending to become forgetful or their credo, namely. 
that history is no respector of persons or communities. that history must 
not bow before the exigencies of political situation, and that the fear of 
wounding the susceptibilities of any community or group should not come 
in the way of critical history being written or re-written. for. history of 
rndia is being re-written; some know why it has to be re-written and others 
know that it must be re-written but are uncertain what tone and what form 
the new approach should assume.7 

It may not be correct LLl speak of the emergence in the modern time~ 
of any distinct and strong school of Indian historiography lexcept perhaps 
the newly CVlllving Marxist school), but one cannot fail to detect the mani
fest growth or historical consciousness and the gradual development of a 
specific methodology. Some of the ideas and assumptions which have orien
ted this methodology may be briefly set forth here. Jn the West, the tenden
cy is becoming increasingly evident to regard history of India as a distinc
tive and independent discipline and not just a part of Orientology-as a social 
science and not merely an aspect of classical studies. It has now become 
a subject with an individuality of its own. Similarly, it is now fully realised 
that all history constitutes but an interim report which is liable to be 
modified and ev.:n superseded. History of India, in particular, is rightly 

7. See : J. D. M. Dem:tt, in Historia11s uf India, Pukislan uud Cey/011 
( ed. C. H. Philips), p. 354. 
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laid to be an exercise in a series of hypotheses.s The process of re-examin
ing, re-interpreting, and re-writing history in the light of newer material 
and from a fresher point of view has come to be regarded as a continuing 
process. History, it is emphasised, must offer an endless series of courts of 
appeal and must always be ready to re-open closed cases. 

It is also clearly realised that history is not an exact science. Because 
or the indeterminacy of the object of history and the many i!l'lponderahle 
factors involved in it, the laws of historical change cannot be predicted 
with the scientific certainty of the laws of physical change. It is, indeed, 
suggested that the unreasonable ambitions of history as a whole will have 
to be given up.9 Historical generalisations on a universal level are no doubt 
likely to prove trivial or platitudinous. But one would find it difficiilt
indeed, impossible-to attempt any generalisations even in respect of such 
a vast and varied country as Jndia---a country which can hardly be regarded 
as having ever presented itself as a single unit in the historical sense. It 
may be recalled th.at in India there exists a wide range of inner cultural 
differentiations due to extraordinary variations in soil, topography, climate, 
seasons, and produce, and that these stratifications have penetrated an the 
byers of society at deeply physical and psychological levels. It is said, per
haps too much exaggeratedly that a single period of time in the history 
of India as a whole contains within itself centuries of the history of the 
European continent. One would, verily, be tempted to ask oneself whether 
the history of India as such was at all possible. Periodisation, on any 
principle, for India as a whole is unthinkable. One, therefore, wonders whether, 
in the absence, at any given time, of a common socio-economic-or even 
religio-philosophical-basis for the whole country, one would not have to 
think in terms of regional or dynastic history. It is perhaps this kind of 
thinking which has encouraged narrower specialisation in recent years. The 
common tendency now is to confine detailed studies to smaller historical 
themes without, of course, ever losing sight of the basic concept of the 
g.!neral social change. As regards regional histories, it is generally agreed 
that their purpose should not be regional aggrandisement or glorification 
but that it should be to provide local pattern and information for which 
more evidence may exist in one region than in another.to 

It is said that the history of India has developed within a two-dimen
sional framework, preoccupied with men and events and neglectful of other 
aspects of social life which are of greater consequence. However, the broad
ened multi-dimensional conc;;!pt of history is now universally accepted. A 
detailed scientilic study of a people as a whole-of its material activity, 

-

8. S.:i: : Romila 1 ha par, in Jndicrn Society HfatoritJQ/ Probings ( eu. R. S. Sharma ), 
New Delhi, 1974, p. 9b. 

9. See : Fran90is Furet, in Diof.!ellel' 89, p. 123. 
IO. See : Romila Thapar, in . Proceedings of the 24th Jndia11 History Co11gress, 

Calcutta, 1963, pp. 349-50. 
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political life, modes and relations of production, social organization, ideolo
gical trends, and religious institutions--is what history now aims at. But 
these various aspects of social life are not to be set forth as parallel develop
ments, they are rather to be interwoven into a single meaningful pattern. 
Correspondingly, insistence on the use of a plurality of sources has become 
a distinctive feature of modern historiography relating to India. A reference 
may be made, in this context, to what arc called the combined methods in 
Indology. Time was when too much reliance was placed on literary texts, 
particularly in connection with the history of ancient India. These texts 
having been largely of a religious character, the religio-philosophical culture 
received disproportionate emphasis. Archaeology (including epigraphy and 
numismatics), anthropology, ethnography, and sociology have now provided 
a kind of counter-balance. It has now become possible, through the use of 
the tools and analytical methods developed by these disciplines, to obtain a 
full and integrated view of the complex Indian culture. In this connection, 
special stress is laid on the insight which one is likely to gain into various 
human_ communities and their evolution through structural analysis as well 
as through direct observation for which latter there is still much scope in 
India. It should be remembered that in India, more than in several other 
countries, the past is inextricably interwoven with the present. The need for 
a multi-:dimensional, problem-oriented structural-functional approach to the 
history of India is now generally recognised. Historiography of India is 
tending to be transformed from a stray individual effort into a well-co-ordina
ted collaborative enterprise. The data derived from the various disciplines 
are, however, not to be simply combined, but they are to be organically 
organized into some conceptual scheme as far as possible. Of course, the 
continuous growth in recent years of record-consciousness is to be welcomed. 
But it is also to be remembered that behind formalized written document as 
also behind institutions there are men and that it is men that history, among 
other things,s eeks to grasp'. One has to overcome the stiffness of official 
records by trying to penetrate through them to the circumstances under which 
they must have been created. Incidentally, it is satisfying to see that non
official sources like pamphlets, tracts, old newspaper files, biographies, essays, 
and letters, which may be said to reflect mostly the middle-class thinking, are 
being given their due importance. Tn this connection the need for the know
ledge of modern Indian languages cannot be overemphasised. 

Facts, which are brought to light by such multi-disciplined sources, 
constitute the inevitable basic foundation of the edifice of history. ft is, 
however, necessary to warn ourselves, particularly in the present times, 
against the temptation to try to fit these facts into a pre-conceived 
pattern rather than to aliow a pattern to emerge naturally from the 
facts. Facts of history are said to be polyglot; they easily pick up the 
language a historian wishes them to speak. But the golden rule in this 
connection is that theories must not be used to interpret , facts; facts 
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must be used to build up theories. Another rule which may be mentioned 
in this very context is that current norms must not be employed to 
judge the trends of earlier periods. And the third rule is that commonsense 
is often better than inadequate statistics. 

Modern hi~torians of India have become conscious of the mistaken 
practice 0f viewing India"s history from the centre. They feel convinced 
that it was a vain effort to present an integrated history of India by 
adjusting the developments in other parts of the country to the pattern 
dictated by the centre. They have also succeeded in reversing some 
undesirable trends of the earlier historiography, such as that unduly 
greater attention was paid, particularly by the classical Indologists, to the 
early periods of Indian history than to the Middle Ages and modern times, 
that South India and the Deccan were not given legitimate coverage, that 
the rnntiniJity of India's cultural tradition was often mistaken for stagnation, 
and that no attempt was made to discover any pattern of evolution in the 
history of India. Modern historians of India also view with disapproval 
the tendency to depend overmucli. on precedents from the other parts of 
the world. for in'>tance, they think that it may prove futile to try to 
discover in India the institution of slavery similar to the one known in 
Greece. Another pitfall which is being scrupulously avoided is the once 
popular assumption of foreign, particularly of Greek, borrowing or influence. 
Parallel development perhaps offers a more satisfactory and convincing 
explanation in all cases of supposed borrowing. 

The history of India. it is pointed out. has for long concerned itself 
with ·big things ' and not with ' little things ': it has also concerned itself 
only with tension~. It is suggested that if• little things ' and 'small people' 
were taken into account by history. tensions would cease to be important.11 

One may incidentally add here that another new trend in hbtoriography, 
which is visible abo in respect of the history of India, is the recognition 
of the facts that history must have its lay appeal and that historians 
must not remain exclusively professional. Finally it may be emphasised that 
Indian history need not any longer remain an exercise in mysterious 
digressions into unche1:kablc and unexplorablc realms: as has been well said, 
it is now inspired by science and empiricism rather than by dogma 
and prophecy. 

ft is said that there are five main views of Indian history : the British 
imperialistic view. the Hindu or Muslim communal view, the nationalistic 
view, the factual-judicial view, and the Marxist view. As has been indicated 
above, it is the Marxist view which seems to be steadily prevailing in recent 
year'. We have already had occa~ion to refer to the Marxist concept of and 
Marxist approach to history. To put it briefly, Marxism insists on the 

11. See : N. K. Sinha, in Proceedings of th~ 31st Jndion History Contreas, Patna, 
· 1970, pp. 7-8. 
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history of the people as against the bourgeois portrayal of persons; it judges 
everything from the point of view of dialectical materialism; and, according 
to it, the focal theme of history is the development in the means and relations 
of production. A detailed critique of this position is certainly not called for 
here. However, a few general observations may be made in regard to the 
application of the Marxist methodology to the history of India. 

To begin with, one would challenge Marx's observation that the history 
of India is nothing but the history of succes.sive intruders.12 Even a cursory 
study of the several periods in the history of India would expose the 
patently superficial character of that observation. One has also to give up 
Marx's theory of the unchangeableness of Asiatic societies, for, considerable 
changes can be shown to have occurred in the Indian society even from 
the materialistic point of view. As a matter of fact, Marx has based his 
whole theory primarily and essentially on his knowledge of the European 
situation as it had obtained in the various periods of history; it may not, 
therefore, be validly applied in toto to Asian countries like India. Indeed, 
so far as India is concerned, it would be necessary to modify the ~tages 

of the socio-economic development as laid down so firmly by Marx. For 
instance, the hard and fast distinction between the stage of food-gatherers 
and that of food-producers is completely shaken by the excavations at 
Kalibangan where evidence has become available of plough-farming having 
been known in India as early as 2500 B.C. Similarly, India does not 
seem to have ever had a classical slave economy in the same sense as 
Greece or Rome. There was no period in the history of India in which 
her economy depended u:ron large-scale chattel slavery, which, according to 
orthodox Marxism, inevitably preceded the feudal stage of history. And 
whatever loose kind of feudalism there may have existed in India, it cannot 
be said to conform to the orthodox Marxist definition of it. It is thus 
difficult to fit Indian history into the neat scheme of periodization which 
Marx and Engels have laid down as the inevitable course of historical 
development. 

The Marxist approach to Indian history often implies the application 
of modern criteria to ancient India. As has been rightly pointed out, it is 
wrong to use comparisons with different levels of modem society to infer 
back to earlier stages.13 The vartias in ancient India, for instance, cannot be 
identified with the economic classe~ of Marxism. Indeed, the concept of 
social class, which is a key component of Marxian theory, has invited many 
theoretical objections, and its application to all periods of history has 
not always proved fruitful. One would also do well to remind oneself that 
research in the economic field in India is still in a nebulous condition and 
that adequate evidence is still not available to justify the assumption of 

12. See : R. C. Majumdar, in India Quarterly 13, p. 274. 
13. See : F. R. Allchin, in Ma11 I, 1966, p. 255. 
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any conscious class struggle. Similarly, the concepts of human freedom 
and social necessity, which are pertinent in this context, cannot be regarded 
as having the same content and the same relevance for all times and all 
climes. It may also be asked whether all human institutions everywhere 
follow the same line of development. The laws of social change are by no 
means as predictable as the laws of physical change are generally 
supposed to be. 

What is, however, perhaps particularly serious is that the more or less 
exclusive emphasis which the Marxist approach places on the means and 
relations of production is likely to present Indian history in a wrong 
perspective. For instance, it would tend to eclipse or to misrepresent 
what has been generally regarded as India's peculiar glory and her particular 
contribution, namely, her richly varied metaphysical and religious specula
tions.14 It has been rightly emphasised that an ideological revolution may 
bring even to the labourer, while his instruments of production remain 
unchanged, a higher human content with increased dignity and rights. 
Religion has, at the great turning points of history, been the chief instru
ment of such ideological revolution. The Marxist denigration of religion 
as a whole is, therefore, no longer valid. In view of this, it is, indeed, 
difficult to digest such suggestions as that the Bhakti movement, which 
comprised the religious experience and aspirations ' of a large part of the 
Indian population and which provided a remarkable stimulus to artistic 
and literary creative activity during almost two millenia, owed its success 
to. the fact that it suited the feudal ideology perfrctly. And, may one not 
presume that an ethical concept can have classless and timeless validity ? 15 

Again, our purely aesthetic appreciation of the difference in the treatment of 
love by Valm.Iki and Kalidasa is not going to be affected in any way, 
whether or not that difference reflects the transition from slave-holding to 
feudalism. It is also possible that social and cultural factors would influence 
the economic development as much as the other way round. To suggest 
that the basis of any formal culture must lie in the availability of a food 
supply or that throughout the course of Indian history there was no escape 
for the proletarian from coercion and oppression is egregiously one-sided 
and meagrely evidenced. As has been very wisely rointed out, it is a pity 
that, for many Marxist historians, materialism, which opens on only an 
arc of man's full circle, is the only aperture through which to perceive 
man's whole history.16 One may not wholly concede the elitist view according 
to which modern India is what its elite, that is, the western-educated political 
elite emerging from the middle class, made it, or the power theory of 
history which, it is claimed, helps one understand better the Indian social 
development during the last two centuries, or, again, the Malri.ibhiirata 

14. See : F. R. Allchin, in BSOAS 22, p. 375. 
15. See : A. L. Basham, in JESHO I, p. 345. 
16. Sec : Daniel H. H. Ingalls. in JAOS 17, p. 227. 
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pronouncement that kings make the times, but one cannot deny that historical 
research bas to be based not on mere assumptions regarding social relations 
but on the rockbottom of an adequate understanding of human nature which 
the economic and political organization of society presupposes. 

Marxist approach to the history of India has no doubt served as a 
corrective for the over-sentimentalised and over·spiritualised accounts of 
India, particularly of ancient India, but, it is feared, it is tending to err in 
the opposite direction. Th~ fault perhaps ties not with Marxism but with 
some of the avowed Marxist historians who seem inclined to out-Marx Marx 
in their odd and generally unintelligible standards. An outstanding Marxist 
historian of India has himself protested that some of the so-called Marxists 
conveniently forget that Marxism is not a substitute for thinking but that 
it is a methodology of analysis.17 Their application of dialectical materialism 
to the interpretation of the history of India is grossly mechanical rather 
than critically discerning. Marxism cannot claim to provide the only 
scientific approach to historical research relating to India : at the same time, 
such line of inquiry cannot be altogether ignored. Only, modern historians 
of India have to be on their guard against becoming slaves of a doctrine 
and a methodology instead of being their masters. 

It will be generally agreed that in historiography the question of perio
dization is crucial but particularly irksome. The most significant turning 
points in history may be said to mark the beginning of new periods. These 
turning points are usually supposed to be occasioned by influential persona
lities or dynasties, or important events, or stages in the socio-economic 
development, or vicissitudes in political power. According to Marxism, a 
long-range historical epoch is distinguished by its mode of economic produ
ction. A number of modern historians of India, accordingly, insist that 
historical periods must be demarcated on the basis not of religion, race, 
and politics, but of the socio-economic conditions as determined by the 
means and relations of production. At the same time they feel constrained 
to admit that major wars, dynastic displacements, religious upheavals, etc., 
do often signalise fundamental change in the productive relations of 
the people. 

Periodization of Indian history in terms of ancient, medieval, and modern 
does not seem to have been an old practice. It was first brought into vogue 
by the British historians in the second quarter of the 19th century. On the 
face of it such periodization would seem to imply mere chronological division 
and to have no conceptual significance whatsover. But even chronological 
division does presuppose some kind of conceptual criteria. This is acutely 
felt particularly in connection with the medieval period of Indian history. 
The question as to which should be the chronological starting point of the 
medieval period has always vexed the historians of India. Besides, the term 
'medieval' itself has acquired a peculiar non-temporal connotation in general 

17. See : D. D. Kosambi, in ABORI 29, p. 277. 
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historiography. Whatever that may be, most of the historians of India today 
prefer the nomenclature, ancient period, medieval period, and modern period 
presumably because it is more simple and straightforward and involves less 
theoretical commitment. The British historians have also adopted the scheme 
ofthe Hindu, the Muslim, and the British periods corresponding loosely with the 
ancient, the medieval, and the modern periods respectively. There can be no 
two opinions that such periodization, though commonly accepted in standard 
text-books is, as very aptly pointed out, misleading in its emphasis and 
questionable in its assumptions.ta It has also been suggested that the language 
of the source-material sometimes determines the periodization. 

A typical Marxist exercise in the periodization of Indian history may 
be broadly set forth here : 1~ After the gentile societies of the pre-Aryan tribes 
9f the stone ages, the Indus valley civilization grew in the third millennium 
B.C. This civilization decayed just before the advent of the Aryans in 
Panjab about 1500 B.C. At about 90J B. C. began the first main period 
of the development of the Gangi-civilization. It continued in the Maurya 
and the K~a (that is the pre-climax) and the Gupta (that is the climax) 
ages. After Har~a (who signalised the first after-climax), there began, about 
700 A. D., the period of slow decay and stagnation during the middle ages. 
This period saw the spread of the Indian variety of world-wide feudalism. 
The middle of the 19th century marked, on the one hand, the beginning of the 
fi,ght for national liberation and, on the other, the rise of modern capitalistic 
India. The ~gveda, according to this view, was the main document of the 
last stage of the primitive tribal society of the Aryans, while the major 
Brahma'{UZ-texts belonged to the first stages of the developing slave-holder 
society which reached its pre-climax and climax under the Mauryas a~d 
the Guptas respectively. Popular Hinduism was the religion of Indian feuda
lism. Indian slave-holding generally remained undeveloped, and, the Indian 
society having been more or less stagnant, the history of India did not 
show such dramatic transitions from slave-holding to feudalism as in 
Europe. It is hardly necessary to comment on this highly arbitrary scheme. 

By and large, the question of pcriodization of the history of India 
as a whole is likely to remain an open question at least from the theore
tical point of view. Nevertheless, modern historians of India have at least 
recognised certain limitations in this connection. As has been already 
pointed out, in view of the fact that India is a vast and varied country, 
periodization for India as a whole is almost impossible. Another difficulty 
in the way of a neat periodization is that not all aspects of research 
have developed at the same rate or in parallel directions. And, fin.ally, 
the periodization conceived for the European continent does not necessarily 
suit the conditions in Asian countries like India. 

18. Romila Thapar, A History of India 1, Penguin Books, 1966, p. 21. 
19. See : W. Ruben, Einfiibrung in der Indienkunde, Berlin, 19S2; " IndologicaJ 

studies in the German Democratic Republic", VBQ 21, pp. 197-211. 



Rain and Sex-pairing ( mithuna ) 

SADASHIV A. DANGE 

Rain or water was believed to be the nourishing fluid by the Vedic 
people and the point is attested from many passages in the RV. But one 
of the most eloquent is the expression apiim re'iimsi, where it would mean 
" the fluids ( retiimsi frm .; ri = "to flow" or "to move " ) of water"; but 
the employment of the word retas in this expression is an example of 
"word play" which the Vedi.;: seers very often indulged in. Parjanya is 
called reto-dhas (III. 56. 3 ); and we have also the concept of the " three 
sprinklers of semen" ( V. 69. 2; VUL 33. 7 ), who arc the three fires at the 
three regions, the sun at the heavenly region th~ lightning at the mid-region 
and the sacrificial fire or the fire in the terrestrial waters (agni payasvan at 
I. 23. 23 ), who are believed to fructify the waters ( females ' in the three 
worlds. The sun is said to be the archetype of the seeders; he is the "seed
sprinkler" (X.40. 11). The female counterpart in the case of these" sprinklers 
of the seed " is the earth in the most prominent image, of which the creepers, 
cows, and all females arc phases. Parjanya has his female counterpart in the 
plants (V. 85. I, 8; VII. 101. l; 102. 2 ), while the sun has hi> females in the 
waters in the orb. In the case of the cloud the lightning fire has his waters 
that g~t fructified into rains. The cosmic fluid (rain) was the result of the 
sex-act; and, as a next step gave the concept of the ritual-couples, in ritual 
persons, objects or even the verses, lauds or the samans. Such verses were 
the iihanasjii~, the utterance of which was believed to provide the semen 
for the symbolic re-birth of the sacrificer or for the gain a restoration of 
fertility. Some of the bricks at the ritual of the agnicayana ( arranging the 
fire-altar ) were called " reta~-sicau ". In the same line fall also such 
expressions as reto vai nabhane~/ha~. or mithunam viimadeva~, which refer 
to the siima11s, that were considered to be a charm for procreation. On the 
basis of this sexual coupling developed the imagery of the marriage of various 
objects. Thus we have the following passage : " The waters were, indeed, 
the wives of the gods; they desired sex-union; after them did the wind-god 
( Va.yu) run, and copulated with them; they developed the foetus; to 
them did the gods say, ' Release it now'; they released it-the Rathantra 
siiman on the first day; ..•.•• the Bfhat they released on the second 
day. In that they created th:: thunder of the rain-god ( parjanyasya 
goso ·, nvasrjyata); hence do they sound the drums at the recitation 
of the Brhat-saman; thereby Parjanya becomes prone to release rain " 
( Jai; Br. III. 118; esp. last var~uka~ parjanyo bhavati ). The point to 
be noted is that it is not the sounding of the drums that is the only reason 
for the advent of the rains. It is mainly the formation of the sexual couples 
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( mithuna) B~hat-Rathantara siimans is one couple; the other is Wind and 
Waters. We have noted earlier that the waters are the females at the 
three levels and they are to be seeded by the three "seeders" the fires. Here 
we have one more seeding principle, Vayu. But Viiyu is the fire in the mid
region ( Nir. VII. 2) along with Indra. Here we have another passage about 
the waters and their seeders "Waters were, indeed, the wives of the gods; 
they desired sexual union (ta mithunam aiccanta) they approached the gods 
Mitra and Varui;ia" ( Jai. Br. I. 140 ). This mithuna is brought in here to 
support the creation of cattle. At yet another place the waters are said to 
be approached by gods themselves (ta deva upayacchan ); they got the foetus 
and produced the blue lotuses (Ibid IL 200 ). Here the waters are obviously 
on the terrestrial plane as the mention of the blue lotuses indicates. However 
the concept of the formation of the foetus prior to and as a prerequisite for 
the gain of rain is well developed in the Vedic people. The word garbha 
had two shades of meaning : i) the foetus; and ii) the one that causes the 
foetus. The one who causes the foetus is the fire and thi<> happens at three 
planes as noted earlier the ones to take the foetus are the waters conceived 
as the females. In this sense is the expression about \'ayu, " he is the 
garbha of the world" ( X. 168·4 bhuvanasya garbha~) to be understood, 
where the idea is that the Principle of wind is the impregnator of the 
cosmic forces. The wind is hence able to fructify the mid-region also. Sayana 
(on RV I. 88.1 ) echoes this belief when he quotes. " In the mid-region 
all is 'woman'; and Vayu is the man that unites with all " ( Sarva Stri 
madhyamastf.ana Puman Vayus Ca sarvaga~ ) here the context is of rain. 
Allied to this, but far more common is the concept of the fire ( Agni ) 
being the garbha of the waters (cf. RV I. 72.2, III. 1.12, 13 ). As the 
garbha of the the waters he helps form the clouds, by creating foetuses 
in the watery vapours. He is the garbha in the sense of causing the forma
tion of the garbha. Likewise the 'Bird' (the sun) is the apam garbha (" garbha 
of the waters" ) that pacifies by the showers of rain ( vr~{ibhi.>· tarpayanram: 
see I. 164.52 ). The concept of garbha is here directly connected with rain. 
Earlier in the same hymn ( v. 33) we have the riddle-like and startling 
expression, "here did the Father plant the foetus'' ( atra pita duhitur garbham 
a dhat ). The image is of two well opened up saucers ( uttanayos camvoh) 
representing the sky and earth, in the interior of which is the foetus place.d. 
The idea is that the sky and the earth must separate and yet unite; the 
separation is to have a clear duality that is needed for the generating of 
the garbha (where there is no duality, the concept is of the bi-sexual deity, 
as we shall have occasion to see later ) . The motif of separation and 
union will soon be discussed. At another place in an unmistakabl~ and 
clear reference to rain-waters, we have the garbhas oozing out from the 
darkness of the clouds ( X. 73. 2 ). The sacrifice is the way and the sacrificial 
fire is the "son" that envigorates the Father ( Heaven ) to produce thr 
garbha and sustain it (Ill. 1. 8, 10 ). 
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The imagery of the formation of the foetus works on the belief of the 
two worlds copulating. This image is extended to other gods also, the 
earth, the plants or the waters being the woman. Thus Indra knows the plants 
and causes the garbha in them (Ill. 57.3 ). At the advents of the stormy 
Maruts (the wind-gods in a band) the earth bears the foetus as a woman 
does at the union with her husband (V. 58.7; cf. VI. 66.3). About Parjanya we 
have already seen that he is the seeder who creates the garbha in all the female 
species. Soma cause~ the foetus in the waters called Vasativari by mixing 
with them at the ritual of placing the pressed out shoots of Soma in them 
for swelling and repressing on the ritual-plane (IX. 19. S); and, by this 
sympathetic action, he causes the foetus in the mid-region waters; this helps 
form the clouds. The earth gets the fluid from the mid-region and becomes 
garbharasii for cultivation ( I. 164.8 ). The Maruts again and again (i.e. 
yearly ) help the formation of the cosmic foetus, through the medium of 
the sacrifice ( I. 6:4 punar garbhatvam erire, dadhiinii niima yajniyam ). 
In all the cases of the formation of the garbha, the stages were--- the 
evaporation or the waters by the heat of the sun; and the formation of 
the cloud by the mid-region fire. This was set in the sacrificial environ
ment; and it was believed that the sacrifice aided this process. The belief 
that it rains when the mid-region forms a garbha continued; and in the 
Bfhatsamhita. Variihamihira refers to various opinions regarding the 
rormation of the foetus. According to one opinion, the formation began in 
the month of Kartika after the bright half (Br. Sam. XXI. 5; also com. 
by Bhatta Utpala, kiirtika-fakliintam atitya garbha-divasii syu~ ). If the 
rains come after the period of eight months, ie. about A~~ha, the formation 
would require roughly the same time as that in the case of a woman. 

The concept of the garbha prior to the coming of the rains is closely 
associated with that of the marriage. As we have noted above, the garbha is 
formed, according to one image, by the union between the fire and the 
waters. But, according to another, the union of the two great elements, 
Heaven and Earth, forms the basis of rain. There was the belief that these 
two arc to be got married. They are the high parents; and their marriage 
developed as the basis to the ritual, for the formation of other couples in the 
ritual-set-up. The belief that these two united to create rain, or were to be 
so united, is traced to the period at least as old as the RV. It is to be noted 
however, that the relationship between these two is twofold in the RV. 
They arc in close embrace and are to be separated, which forms the exploit 
of many gods (IL 12. 2; X. 89. 4 etc); their marriage does not come clearly 
in the RV. They are said to be full of the nourishing fluid ( J. 159. 2 
bhuriretasii pitiirii); and Indra is said to lead these parents for the enjoy
ment of retas ( 1/155. 3 ni miitarii nayati retase bhuje ). About these two 
Agni is said to cause the " milk" of the "cow" and the " Sukra of the 
bull (I. 160. 3 ), where the couple is presented zoomorphically. These 
references indicate the release of rain. The intimate relationship of the wife 
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and husband between them is indicated when the earth is requested to send 
rain from her abhra (cloud), which actually is controlled by Heaven ( V. 84. 3) 
The two myths that of the separation of Heaven and Earth, and that of 
their union again for the formation of rain ( heavenly semen) are presented 
generally exclusive of each other in the RV. In one place, however, there is 
fusion of these two motifs : They are said to be separakd by the law of 
Varw:ia; and, in the same context, they are said to be ·• honey-milking" 
(madhudoghe,a clear rain-symbol ) and "gheeful" ( ghrtavati, another 
rain-symbol VI. 70. 1, 2 ). This cannot be taken simply ~s an accidental 
description. The point marks a step further than the myth of the mere separa
tion of these two elements. This also suggests that it is the union of the 
separated that is necessary for the release of the nourishing fluid, rain ( retas ). 
The myth of pure separationt is a light-myth, indicating that the close 
primeval embrace of the elements was due to darkness and non-distinctness 
of forms. As an extend clarification it might indicate the advent of the 
first ray of the morning sun after the gloom of the night. This myth is like 
that of SHU, tha light-god from ancient Egypt separating his own children, 
Seb (male, here Earth ) and Nut ( female, Sky ).2 There is no indication of 
rain in this myth, as it is the myth of creation; and it suggests the first 
distinction of the two elements due to the first ray of light; but there is 
another myth regarding Heaven and Earth from New Zealand. The myth is 
twofold and is as follows: Heaven and Earth, the parents lie in a close 
embrace; and the gods get produced inside; they get suffocated and devise 
a plan to separate the parents. Here this exploit is accomplished not by 
the god of light but by the forest-god, represented by a tree. He plants 
his head ( roots ) on the belly of the mother (Earth) and stretches the 
father (Sky) by his foet ( brariches) up. These parents are still separated. 
The Father, being sorry, sometimes weeps, and drops fall on the body of 
the Mother (Earth) in the form of rain3. Here, as in the Vedic myths, 
separation is needed for rain. But in this myth rain is not semen which 
is the case in the Vedic myth. It will be seen that the myth of separation 
and rain is later than that of mere separation for, rain is an occasional 
phenomenon while the gain of light from the sun-rise is a daily one. The 
rain-gain and the union of the high parents in the Vedic tradition gave rise 
to another myth. It i~ the marriage of the earth ( E) and Heaven l H ). 
This is enacted in ritu11> and form'> the basis of many other ritual-couples 
( mithunas ). We refer below to some accounts from the Brahmar;ias. 

I. For a study, A. Seisenberg, " The Separation of the Sky and the Earth at 
Creation ", Folk-Ion: 70, London, 1959, pp. 477-82. 

2. R. T. Rundle Clark, Mytli and Symbol in Ancient Egypt, London, 1959. p. 48f. 
3. Andrew Lang, Custom and Myth, I, London, 1948, p. 46; J. Macmillan Brown, 

Maori and Polynesia, London, 1907; A. L. Kroeber and T. T. Waterman, 
Source-book in Anthropology, New York, 1931, P. 444ff. The names of the 
parents are Rangi (Sky) and Papa ( Earth). See also Folk-tales of All Nations, 
Ed. F. H. Lee, New York, 1946. 
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According to cne of the accounts as it occurs in the Ai. Br. ( IV. 27): 
"These two worlds together; they separated; (now) it did not rain, nor 
anything fell. The five tribes were thus, in disharmony. The two (H-E) did 
the gods (then) bring together; they two, coming, together, got married, 
by this d<'vavivaha (tau san ya71tav ' etam devavivaham vyavahetam) ". This 
devavivaha has two aspects : One is the perfonnance of sacrifice, by which 
the 5moke is received by the heavenly region and rain from there by the 
earth; the other aspect is the employment of proper ritual-chants (samans). 
It is said in the same context, that the yonder one is impelled (quickened) 
by this one (Earth) by the Ratbantara siiman; and the yonder one impels 
this one by the Brhat siiman. Further, that the yonder one is impelled 
by this one by the chant of Nodhas; and the yonder one impels this one by 
the Syeta chant. It is also said that this one sends to the yonder 
one the smob of the sacrificial fire; and, that yonder one sends her the 
" salt" (or saline earth, u~an ), for salt is nourishment. Jt will be seen 
that salt or saline earth symbolizes rain here. The point seems to be that 
rain is sustaining, and so is salt. The equation is actually spelt out by the 
Ai. Br. ( Ibid ~a~-po~o janamejayaka iti, where the belief is supported 
from the reference to the dialogue with Janamejaya ). However, the 
identification seems to have deeper implication. Salt here stands as the 
symbol of semen also, which is the symbol of rain well attested in the 
RV. Other symbols for rain like the tear, the sweat and urine are explained 
this way4• Tear occurs as the cosmic fluid of generation ( Sat. Br. IV 
I.2.1-9 ). Rain is the perspiration of the Maruts (RV V. 58. 7 ); and rain 
is also said to be the urine of the cosmic horse (the sun) ( Brhad. Up. I. I )i 
and when the RV-seer says that the Maruts lead the cloud for raining, 
he employs a very clear image, that of the urinating horse (I. 64. 6 atyam 
na mihe vi nayanti vajinam ). We have about the same account in the 
Jai. Br. (I. 145 ), with slight difference: " These two worlds, being together, 
separated; nothing dropped from them ( ie. no rains came): thereby the 
gods and the men began to perish; for due to gifts from here ( in the form 
of sacrifcial offerings ) do the gods get sustanance; and, by what is gifted 
from above ( rain) do men live. They ( B~hat and Rathantara ~·iimans) 
said that they would both perform the marriage by means of their own 
bodies. The Syeta saman was the body-the dear body or Rathantara, which 
was itself Agni. The laud of Nodhas3 was that of B~hat. With these two 
did they perform the marriage ( of H and E ). (The result was that ) saline 
earth ( salt, u~an ) did the other one send to this one; and this one sent the · 
( sacrificial ) smoke to the oth.:r one, from here. Rain itself did the other 
one ( Heavenly region) send as gift for her ( Earth) from there: ( the 

4. Mait. Sam. IV. 6.3; cf. Sat. Br. IV. 2. I. 11 for the eye as the source of rains 
and of corn.: R. Clark, op. cit., p. 72; 

5. Nodhas is the seer of RV I. S8.- 64; VIII; 88; IX. 93; here the laud on 
RV vm. 88.1 is meant. The Syeta saman is OD RV VIII. 49.1. 

9 ... 
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actual word used is su/ka, which is "bridal surety " ): and the devayajana 
(sacrificial ground) this one (Earth) for the yonder one (Heaven) " . 
Here and in the passage from the Ai. Br. noted above-, as these two are 
married, the word used is in the feminine gender ( asau amu~yai; and iyam 
amu~yai); but that probably indicates only the ladies on both the sides, as 
in a human marriage; they do not indicate that the marriage was hetween 
two females, or, better, that the two world'i were here considered to be 
females. Actually, the upper world is conceived both as the woman and the 
man in the RV; and the word rodasf6 might indicate that. But, as a sexual 
couple the feminine cannot be taken as they arc. They are to be taken as 
Man and Woman, forming a couple. In these passages the place of the 
sacrifice, including the smoke and the offering causing it, stands for the 
earth (woman); rain and u~~ stand for heaven ( Man). There is a minute 
difference between these accounts, which may be noted. The Ai. Br. does 
not say that the other two samans ( chants ) are the own bodies of the 
Rathantara and the Brhat; in the passage from the Jai. Br. they are said 
to be the own bodies of the Rathantara and Brhat. But this is implied 
even in the Ai. Br. passage. The common motif at both the places is 
that the marriage between the chants ( or lauds ) is representative of that of 
the two worlds. In the other two lauds being the own bodies of the earlier 
lauds, there is clear indication of the method of substitution and also of 
innovation in the method of symbolizing the worlds. Here the marriage is 
for the gain of rain. lt is clear that, with the ascendancy of the system of 
sacrificial details the lauds came to be mentioned. Shorn of the lauds, the 
picture that remains is of a simple sacrifice where the smoke of the 
offerings is believed to generate rains. The point reverts to that of the 
belief in the peculiar relationship between the fire and the waters, noted 
earlier.7 And, if even the fire and the sacrificial aids are taken away 
( which amounts to ritual-aids ) the plain belief is that of the copulating 
worlds. It would, thus, be clear that the passages referred to above show 
a mixture of two beliefs : i ) Simple coupling which indicates, and acts as 
a charm for, the coupling of the two worlds-the PARENTS; and 
ii ) coupling in the atmosphere of the fire ritual. In the Vedic rites for rain 
both these got mixed; but there are rites from elsewhere wherein the two 
aspects are independent of each other. In the passages examined above 
the samans are caused to be married. Now, there is a very importllnt 
reference to indicate a former couple that represented H and E. This is 
named as the mena-mena couple. The Jai. Br., which heads the tradition 
of the samans, refers to the mena-mena couple and tries to devalue it. It 
says : " They caused the mena and the mena to be married; hence they 
( the oth~rs) say ( rightly ) that the mena-mena are not to be married; it 

6. The word is the dual of the fem. ; etymologically it means, " the crying one ". 

7. Amallg tbe Zuni it wa~ custoltlary to smoke the pipe; see Encl. R. E. , XI 
p. 632a, vm, p. sos. · 
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is, verily, the marriage of the Brhat and the Rathantara that he (the 
sacrificer or the priest) accomplishes (Ibid, Joe. cit. mena-menam vava te tad 
vyavahetam; tasmad ahur na mena-menam vyUhyam iii; brhad-rathantarayoreva 
vai~a vivaham abhyarohati ). The whole scheme of parallels may be given 
as under: 

The object : Rain-gain; scheme of coupling 

Male Female 
Heaven 
Brhat-saman 

Naudhasa-saman 
Mena 
saline earth 
Salt semen, RAIN 

Earth 
Rathantara-saman 

Syeta-saman 
Mena 
Smoke, offerings through 
Fire 

The mention of the mena-mena couple is important in the history and 
the tradition of the ritual couple-formation. It is clear that it was an 
earlier type or it may be that when the Jai. Br. refers to it as a method 
to be discarded, it may be praising the laud-couple method as against the 
mena-mena one. Actually human couples or mixed zoo-anthropomorphic 
couples did figure in fertility rites of the Vedic Aryans (cf. Jai. Br. 11.405 
"they cause the Magadha and the prostitute to perform the sexual act at the 
southern end of the altar", dak~ilJe Vdy' ante mithunikarayanti at the Mahavrata 
also the Horse-sacrifice )8

• The word mena has a very ancient history and 
the RV also mentions this word in similar a meaning. The word occurs 
six times in the RV, but the corresponding masculine form mena is not found 
in it. The word menii indicates a beautiful girl (cf. 11.39.2 where it comes 
as the standard of comparison for the Asvins ) and an auspicious girl (I. 95. 
6 in the dual, ubhe bhadre jo~ayete na mene ). The mention that the girls 
were auspicious is clear in the comparison with the Asvins and also in 
the fact of the earth and the sky being called mene (Ibid 62. 7 ). In the rest 
of the places (three in all) the word comes in the singular; but only with 
Indra. At one place Indra is said to have himself become mena of one 
Vr~~asva ( I. 51. 13 menabhavo vr~an5vasya su-krato ). At another place the 
same is said about him ( X. 111. 3 at meniim kr1Jvann acyuta~ ). In the last 
place there is a riddle-like expression. Indra is said to have made the 
menii of the horse the "mother'' of the cow ( I. 121. 2 menam asvasya pari 
miitaram goh ). Scholars take this exploit, generally following Siiyana as a 
sort of a w~nder and believe that Indra produced a cow from the· mare.'> 
The expression "the mena of the horse" ( asvasya menam) here and "the 
mena of V~a~a5va" are similar and it is clear that V~ailva is not an 

8. For this motif and Erotic sculpture, see Dange, " Sex in Stone and lhe 
Vedic Mithuna." ABORI, Diamond J. No. 1978. . 

9. For ellample Geidner, " female animal" for mena. MacdoneH-Keith; Yedic 
Index, take Yr ai;ia§va as a real person. 
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historical figure; but it is simply "the virile horse" ( according to the 
accent) this will show that in ''the mena of V"ai;iailva". We have the indica
tion of a mixed ( zoo-anthropomorphic) couple that acted at a ritual ;and,on 
the authority of the Jai. Br., tllis couple must have represented the H-E couple 
for the gain of rain. And the same must have been the concept in the 
second expression, "the menii of the Horse". In the latter context there 
is a clear reference to the gain of rain along with the motif of the separa
tion of H and E (I. 121.2 stambhid ha dyam dharUl}am Pr~ayat; see also 
Sa.ya.i:i,a ). Though there is no clear reference to the marriage of H and E 
or of the mena and the menii it is clear enough that the horse is the mena 
the male .counterpart of the mena. The concept is a mixed one. We are 
told that it is Indra who became the menii suggesting the bi-sexual nature 
of Indra. Or from another angle the mena of the horse is an aspect of 
Indra in the ritual of rain. We may compare the rituals where a girl 
imp::rsonates Indra for example, the girl in the rain-fori:casting ritual among 
the Behirs was believed to be possessed of Indra. to Bi-sexual deities are 
not foreign to the Vedic rituals and they are seen also elsewhere.11 The 
exact ritual-example of the 'mena of the Horse' is the Horse-sacrifice where 
the Mahi~i ( mena according to this terminology) united with the vr~an 
a1va virile horse cf. the epithets of the horse. Taitt. Sam. VII.9 vr~a vam 
a5va reto dadhatu and Vaj. Sam. XXIII 18 sam anjim ciirayii vr~an. The RV 
does not contain a full-fledged ritual of the Horse-sacrifice, nor is it expected 
to contain it being only a collection of t~e mantras but it does have two 
whole hymns (I. 162-3) about the sacrificial horse and the cooking of its 
flesh. The references to the 'menii of the horse" without any doubt what
soever have to be understood in relation to this sacrifice. There is a proba
bility of the menii ( and the mena ) being some sort of dolls, to be ritually 
married; but it is very weak and there is no proof for this practice. When 
the Jai. Br. refers to the marriage of the mena-menii it obviously refers to 
this Vedic practice which probably the adherents of the Chindoga 
school did not much opt for, as they wanted to stress the importance of 
the lauds. There is another interesting detail in the case of the marriage 
between the lauds. It is said that the marriage was to be accomplished at 
the nidhana which is the end of the siimans ( Jai. Br. loc. cit.). The 
nidhana, hence was supposed to be the portion whereat the siimans could 
unite. Now at another place it is said that the nidhana is the very semen 
of the lauds (Ibid I. 211 tad u hovaca janasruteya[i viryam vii etat samno 
yat nidhanam ). Thus the word nidhana in this aspect indicated the genitals. 

The marriage of the worlds was, thus, accomplished by various ways. 
Now, there is another interesting point to be noted in this connection, 

10. G. Cbaube, "Bcbir Songs for rain," Bharati}'a 'fldya, VI., p.176. 

11. See Danae " The Vedic Mitbuna-Concept and Practice" J. Or. Instt, Baroda, 
Silver J. No. March-June, 1976. 
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which has parallels elsewhere. The Jai. Br. has in this respect the following: 
,' The ' lord ' is to be defeated ' ( loc. cit. sa ifrara~ parabhavito~ ). " That 
means, this symbolic ritual of marriage, or that of copulation, was to 
defeat the ' lord of rain ' . The word i5vara is not found in the older 
Vedic texts, though lsana is there. The concept of iSvara, hence, is compa
ratively new and does not, probably, convey the god who is merciful 
(cf. also ibid I. 140; II. 237 ). In any case here is the concept of a god 
who is not very helpful; and he has to be defeated for the gain of rain. 
We might compare the Gandharva Visvavasu, or Su~na (the rough aspect 
of the sun): and this defeat is with the peculiar and sexual ritual. Belief 
obtains that the high god who controls rain has to be enraged to release 
rain. The concept in the present expression is not far from it. This 
probably explains also the seemingly incestual relationship between Yama 
and Yami,12 or the Father and the Daughter. In all such cases the names 
are symbolic and hold good only in the ritual set up. 

The motif of the copulation of the two worlds is seen prominently in 
the ritual of Agnicayana, ( the piling of the altar ), and one of the 
purposes is the gain of rain. In one of the layers there two bricks, 
called reta~-sicau ( " sprinklers of semen ") are laid. These bricks are 
identified with the two worlds : Heaven and Earth, giving the idea that 
the two worlds sprinkle the semen (rain ). Actually this is what is said 
"These worlds sprinkle the semen" ( rbid; cf. the RV, where they are said 
to be bhUriretasa, noted earlier ). The point is further explained in the 
following way : " From this world does he send the retas ( semen) in the 
form of the sacrificial smoke; that becomes rain ( in the yonder world) 
there ( ito va-ayam reto~ sincati dhumam, sa amutra vr~fir bhavati); that 
one sends that (rain) thence (Sat. Br. VII. 4. 2. 22 ), The thought that 
lies under the whole description is the sexual union of the two worlds. In 
another conteitt we have the same motif. The context is the placing of the 
paridhi-s ( sticks that form the protective boundary) round the sacrificial 
fire. The texts enjoins that the priest should place one of the paridhi-s 
with the following mantra : May Heaven and Earth have a common 'desire' 
.... Go to the speckled (horses ) of the Ma ruts ( the clouds ) ; becoming a 
young cow go to heaven, thence carry rain to us; for, indeed when Heaven 
and Earth have common 'desire' ( sam-janate) it rains (Sat. Br. I .8. 312) 
The paridhi-'> were believed to be aspects of the sacrificial fire itself; they 
were the brothers of the fire13• Now when paridhi goes to heaven, in the 
form of a cow ( vaSii ) there is the suggestion of a coupling with the 
upper fire who then becomes the bull. Thus the paridhi-fire and the upper 
fire (in the mid-region, a'> is clear from the mention of the Maruts ) from 
the couple and release rain. The Jai. Br. connects the paridhi-s with rain 

12. See " Dange The Ritual of the Twins '• at PQl'tlll/a/M Ftll. Vol., Ajanta Pubn. Delhi. 
13. Sat. Br. I. 2. 3. 1-2; Taitt. Br. Ill. 2.8. 10.11. 
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directly. Thus it is said: When the water sprinkled on the paridhi-s 
falls out it is established, for water is semen this one ( Earth ) is the womb. 
This way in the womb alone is the semen established, ( and) from there 
(Heaven) is semen ( rain ) sprinkled down and here the plants are created 
(I. 53 ). Here the Jai. Br. works on the set identification of the fire-altar 
( vedi) and the earth and in the sprinkling of the vedi, the earth is sprinkl
ed by the heavenly semen ( rain )U. 

The principle of the formation of the couple is seen also in the verses 
called vi~{uti ( "Special prayer", lit. ). The vi~futi is formed by grouping 
three verses or parts of verses each beginning with the sound hiR or hun. 
The hin ( or hun ) sound and the verse forms a mithuna, the hiR or hun 
being the male. Here this mithuna is closely associated with the idea of 
the gain of rain. It is said that he who practises the vi~futis does not 
die a premature death and for him rains comes timely. It is also said that 
the three verses ( or parts of verses ) that go to form the unit of a vi~{uti 
represent the three worlds. The hin ( or hun) sound unites them ( Paiic. Br. 
II. 2. 2 ; 3 · S). The union of the worlds ( here three ) has to be taken to 
bring rain, though it is not specifically mentioned in this passage. The Jai. 
Br. associates various chants ( stobha-s) with rain. It says that chants 
with dissimilar beginning should be united; for they form the couple 
which is productive ( ajami mithuna as against jami mithuna; jami is mutu
ally similar, like two individuals of the same sex= non-productive; it is 
the ajami couple dissimilar one that procreates ). After suggesting the 
formation of the hin (or hun) with the verses ( into a vi~{Uti) the text 
says further : That one ( heaven = hiR/hun) is Bhaga this one (Earth) is 
Bhid. That one is the man, this one is the woman when the yonder (that ) 
one sprinkles ( var~ati,"rains down"), this one "brings forth". When indeed, 
the man sprinkles semen in the woman, does she "brings forth" ( Jai. Br. 
I· 330 ). The couple Bhaga Bhid ( H-E) is, indeed symbolic, for the latter 
has the sense of the 'split' ( or the "slit" ) which indicates the woman; 
and may be compared with the symbolism in the couple of the chants 
having •one less' (woman suggesting the minus member ) and 'one more . 
.( suggesting the member in excess, ie. the male organ )15. The efficacy of 
the various combinations of the lauds forming couples or even singly, is 
clear in such expressions as,"Once the rains receded from this world, by 
means of the Cyavana laud the gods caused it to fall" (Pane. Br. XIII. S .12). 

Various symbolic sounds in the ritual atmosphere were believed to cause 
it to rain. Thus it is said : "with the utterance '0 friivaya ' ( .. cause to 
it to be heard ) the gods created the wind; it advanced with 'astu srau~at' 
("may it be heard"), the clouds began to float, with 'yaja' ('offer' ) the 
lightning ( sparkled ), with •ye yajamahe' ( we who sacrifice ) the thunder 

. 14. F.or the v«li as tho earth, Sat. Br. L 2.S. 9; Taitt. Br. I. 6. 1. S etc. 
lS. Tho topic is discuaod elsewhere by tho author. 
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roared, ( and ) with the utterance 'va~at', they caused it to rain" ( Sat. Br. 
J.5·2.4) The sexual imagery including the bi-sexual (cf. mena=Indra) is 
se~n vividly in the case of the Subrahmai:iya laud and the Subrahmar:iya priest 
the former being considered as the woman and the latter the man. The 
Subrahmar:iya laud ( nigada) is said to have destroyed the Asuras and the 
R,ii.k~asas by the creation of rain itself becoming the wonder in three gend
ers. [t is said that when the gods were performing the sacrifice the Asuras 
and the demons destroyed it, the gods called out loudly, "Brahma-Om." 
At this call the sun ( A.ditya) became 'Parjanya' the god of rain and 
transforming himself into a cloud rushed to the gods. He killed the demons 
and the Asuras by the lightning and the showers of rain. Now, the 
Subrahmai;iya formula and the priest of that name is said to have all the three 
genders : "Thus it is said, that the Subrahmar:iya is the woman, the man 
(feminine masculine) and the neuter. As Parjanya advances becoming a 
cloud thereby he is man; as with the rain-shower and the thunder, thereby 
woman and as with the lightning, thereby the neuter: "( ~34v. Br. I· 2 ). The 
point is that the sun himself came to the help of the gods when the words 
"SubrahmQl}Ya Om'' were uttered. This would indicate that Subrahma is 
the name of the sun; and in another aspect it is the name of cloud, symboli
cally. Rain is thus considered as the Brahman, and when it does not flow, it 
is sealed in the sun and the cloud. Another point is that the Subrahma=Sun 
=Cloud deity is not only bi-sexual but also tri-sexu'll. The imagery reverts 
to the concept of Indra being the menii, though he is himself masculine. Thus 
the general belief of the release of rain being due to the formation of a sexual 
couple persists. It is the result of a union of the male-female elements and 
this may be due to two different entities coming to unite or one entity itself 
splitting to form a sexual duality. 



THE CAITYA-YAJNA* 

SINDHU S. DANGE 

The Caitya-yajna is rather an obscure ritual from the G~hyasiitras
obscure in the sense that it is not found in most of the Qrhyasiitra texts. Actually, 
it is found only in the A.~valayana Gr. S. (I. 12.1-4 ). It consists of an 
offering to the caitya. A similar sacrifice, though not named Caitya-yajna 
as such, obtains in the Paraskara Gr. S. (III. 11. 10-lJ); but the ritual with 
its name obtains only at the ASv. Gr. S., which describes it as follows : 

At a Caitya-sacrifice, the sacrificer should make an offering to the Caitya 
prior to the svi~fakrt offering. However, if the Caitya is at a distance, 
the offering is to be sent through a messenger. The messenger is called 
Palasa-duta the name indicating a leaf in general, or, more particularly 
the leaf of the tree of that name (Butea Frondosa). The sacrificer is to 
prepare two balls of food with the verse, "where, 0 king of the woods, 
the secret names of the gods you know, there lead these offerings" (RV. 
V. 5.10). He should then tuck them on a carrying-pole. Pointing to 
one of the balls he should address the 'messenger', "Carry this offering 
to the Caitya"; and pointing to the second one." This is for you, "indi
cating that the other ball is the food for the messenger on the way. If 
there is anyth.ing of a danger in between the place of this sacrific~ and th: 
actual habitat of the Caitya, the sacrificer should give to (ie. place near) 
the messenger a weapon. If there be a river in the way, he should place 
something like a raft near the messenger, helping him cross the river. 

In the context of the peculiar importance given to the Caitya-yajna by 
the Asv. Gr. S. and its absence in other Gr. S. texts, it is necessary to probe 
the concept behind the word caitya, and also the social implication thereof. 
Gargya Narayana, the commentator of the Asv. Gr. S. explains the word 

. caitya as "citte bhavah" (i. e. caitya is that which is resolved in the mind). 
He explains further that if a man makes a vow regarding the offerings to be 
given to a certain deity in the event of some gain or the like, and fulfils the 
same, on his accomplishing the gain with the offering of a sthii.lipaka, a caru 
or a beast, the sacrifice is the caitya-yajna (and the desire itself is the caitya). 
This explanation cannot be accepted; as it is based on the later concept of 
citi, which indicates "mind." or "soul", the individual soul as against the 
cosmic soul.1 The word caitya is also sought to be derived from the word 
citii, which means "funeral pyre", and that it orginally has connection with 
the funeral pyre, the tumulus raised over the ashes of the dead, or a tree mark-

• From Ritual-Symbolism from the Grhyasutras, project by the writer as the Springer 
Research Scholar, University of Bombay (.1977-79 ). 

1. Eflcl of Rel. and Ethics III, p, 335 1>; also see Bhagavata Purlif}a lll 26, 61. 
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ing the spot2. This opinion is quite aceeptable and goes well with the etymo
logical sense of the word citi. Here also the point to be noted is that the word 
citi bas been formed from the root,./Ci: "to collect", or 'to arrange in particular 
manner". Rapson says and plausibly so, that the concept of the "funeral 
monument" seems to have been in vogue from the earliest phases of Indian 
literature whether Brahmanic Buddhist or Jain, and that the custom of erecting 
such monuments obtains. The Prakrit and the Pali equivalents of the word 
are 'chetiya' (as written by Rapson), and it is practically synonymous to stii.pa. 
In the later ages, caitya was used to indicate any auspicious shrine, or even a 
sacred tree3• Yet, this cannot be the whole truth. The main point, as we have 
noted above, is the concept of collection or arrangement in a typical fashiQn, 
This was the most original meaning behind the word citi. This will be proved 
from such words as syena-citi, karika-citi, etc.4 which indicate the arrange
ment of the altar in certain magical rites. In line with this comes the srnasiina
cit in the Sulva-sutras.s The word citi is used even in the context of the ritual 
of the dead, which is only one phase of the general concept behind the word. 
In the rituals of the dead there obtains a rite called samcayctna (fr. sam-+ .jci.) 
which also signifies the collections of bones after cremation and their arrange
ment in a particular fashion. The bones of a male were collected in a plain 
jar (or um); and the bones of a woman were collected in an um having the 
signs of a female, such as breasts. The bones were to be picked up with the 
thumb and the ring-finger (as is the case even this day), and were to be placed 
into the urn. The bones of the feet were to be placed first, and those of the 
head last. This um was, then, placed in a trench devoid of any flow of water, 
except the rainwater, or it was also, alternatively, placed under the root of 
a tree6. After this came the rite called Pitrmedha, which was also called by 
the term smasana, performed generally on the New-moon day7• In this 
context we have the structure called /o~fa-citi. For this lo~ta-citi the spot 
selected was to be out of sight for the common men, and out of the village, 
and in a hidden place But, it must be open to the sun-rays. To this spot 
the urn of bone was to be brought; the bones were to be taken away from the 
um, and were to be laid on the bed of sacred grass (darbha) in such a way 
that the arrangement would look like the figures of a human-being. The 
figure was to be covered with an old piece of cloth. The um was to be des-

2. Ibid. 

3. Ibid. 

4. For the citis of various shapes see Baudhnyana Sulva S. 111-X; Apastamba 
Sulva S. IV-VI. 

5. Baudhayana S11/va S. VIII. 1-3; Apastamba Sulva S. IV 14, 10-15. 

6. Asv. Gr. S. IV 5. J-8, and the com. of Giirgya Nariiy;u:ta also Ram Gopal, 
illdia of Vedic Kalpas'iitras, Delhi, 1959, pp. 366-7. 

7. Encl. of R1l. and Ethics IV, p. 478, 479<> under " Death and Disposal of the 
Dead" (Hindu)~ ;irticle by A. Hillebrandt; also Srauta Ko§a I-ii, VSM, Poona 
pp, J096-t t09. 

10 .. 1 
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troyed. Over the remains was to be erected a monument according to a set 
pattern. This was the lo~{a-citi. There seems to be no doubt that this gave 
rise to the concept and practice of the caitya and the Buddhist stupa.8 

What has been described above may be compared with the caitya in the 
caitya-yajna in the Asv. Gr. S. That caitya, most probably, refers to some 
such mound, built in a far away and a secluded place, out of reach for people 
normally, may be beyond a river. As the place was secluded and full of trees, 
it must have been believed to contain spirits or wild beasts; hence the provision 
of a weapon ! And the raft for the 'messt'nger' to cross the river!! It appears 
that such caityas were, more often than not, for some important persons in 
the family. 

The reference to a raft, or a mini-boat, is rather interesting. One of 
the- numerous and frequently mentioned characteristic details regarding the 
ritual of sma.~iina is a piece of reed which is immured, apparently for the purpose 
of serving as a boat for the dead.9 The idea is that the dead have to cross 
a river, while entering the other world. The Paliisa-duta sent with the offerings 
to the caitya must have been believed to cross this river, on the conceptual 
plane; hence was the necessity to provide him with a raft or a mini-boat. We 
have noted earlier that a similar rite obtains in the Piiraskara Gr. S. (111.11. 
10, 11); and even there the raft is mentioned. We have noted that, among 
the Gr. S., it is the Afr. Gr. S. which mentions the rite in certain details, though 
meagre. The indication is that this rite had already begun to die off, its place 
being taken by the libations to be offered at the sraddha performed in the 
house itself. And though some holy places, or river-side haunts came to be 
famous for the performance of sriiddhas, the caitya-yajna went behind 
curtain to leave the ritual-drama to the Sraddhas. 

8. Cf. Encl. of Rel. and Ethics, IV. 479 a The stupa of the Buddhist tradition first 
comes in the Vinaya texts in the context of the Cchabbaggiyas; ~ee Meena Talim, " Origin 
of the Cchabbaggiyas ", Proceeding of Prakrit Seminar, Bombay University, 1971, p. 214. 
The Vinaya ter.ts may be dated to the third century B. C. But actually, in the written form 
the)' belong to 1st C.Cntury B. C.; see Wintemitz, A History of Indian Literature, 
Calcutta, 1933 pp. S-8. 

9. Encl. Rel. Ethics IV, p. 479 a, also p. 475 b; also my paper, "A lost(!) Funeral 
Custom in the Rgveda (RV X·I3S), Summaries of Papers, 28th Session, All India Or, 
Conf., Dharwar: 1976. Even in the ritual ofthe Sraddha a mini-boat is made of sugar
cane and is given to the b1ahmin in the funeral ~remony; See Garu~a Purii:ia. II 4. 
36 & 37. 



THE MOON IN THE VEDIC LITERATURE• 

G.V.DAVANE 

The problems of the identity of the moon with Soma has attracted atten
tion or the scholars long since. In this paper there is an attempt to collect 
together all possible details about the moon from the Vedic literature to analyse 
them, and then to study the various aspects of the moon critically and compa
ratively. The information bas been collected from the Sambitas of the four 
Vedas, the Brahmai:ias, the Arai:iyakas and the principal Upani~s. 
I. THE MOON IN THE RV : 

(a) The words for the moon - The most common word is 'candramif!.'. 
The word 'candra' occurs mostly as an adjective, meaning 'bright', which 
Sayai::ia renders as 'delighting'. In some places, as a noun, it means 'gold'. 
The authors of the Vedic Index have said that 'candra' in the sense of the moon 
has been used for the first time in the AV; but even in the RV the word can 

better be interpreted as the moon in a few places e.g. IJ.2, 4 ~ .. ~fitq F 
(R ~ ~~: Though Siiy~a takes it to mean gold, Griffith translates it 

as the moon. Similarly in X 106, 8 ASvins have been addressed as ' ~ 

~ ~ .. ~nff6t'tj_. Here Siiyai:ia gives both the meanings 'the moon' 

and 'gold'. Wilson follows the former in his translation. In cases like these 
'candra' clearly means the moon; in a few more cases 'candra' as the moon 
would yield a better meaning. The word 'indu' mostly occurs in the sense 
of 'Soma' and very rarely in the sense of the moon. Grassmann in his 
Worterbuch zum ~gveda gives 'the shining drop' as the meaning and applies 
it to Soma alone. The word 'candramah' means the moon only. It is derived 
from ma to measure. The word 'Soma' is used in the sense of the moon 
rarely in books IX and X. 

(b) Information about the moon - (i) The phases of the moon ~ 
llCt@ ~('t:f: (X 85,19). (ii) The regularity of appearance, following 

the laws of Varona (I 24, 10). (iii) The measurer of time, the banner of the 
day (X 85, 19). (iv) The maker of the seasons (X 85, 5,X 85, 18 etc.). (v) The 
prolonger of life (X 85, 19). (vi) The sun and the moon as companions enter
ing upon an agreement (X 85, 18) and as two forms of Agni (I 95, 1). (vii) 
The lustre of the moon borrowed from the sun (I 84, 15 - according to Siiya1;1a 
and Griffith). (viii) The moon as an eagle running through the aerial waters 
(I 105, 1). (ix) As lying in the lap of the stars (X 85, 2). (x) As a suitor of Surya 
- when identified with Soma (X 85). (xi) Born from the mind of the Cosmic 
Being (X 90, 13). 

• This paper was read at the XXVIII Session of the A.II-India Oriental Conference, 
held at Dharwar in November 1976. 



76 G. V. DAVA.NE 

(c) Candra-Soma identity - This aspect of the moon has been studied 
by a number of scholars Hillebrandtl claimed that throughout the RV 
Soma primarily means the moon and only secondarily as the juice. The 
opinion is repeated by Griffith,2 though he does not deny such identification 
in the later portions of the RV, as is clear from his introduction to book IX. 
Griswold3 contradicts this view and maintains that the moon was identified 
with Soma in the post-Vedic literature. Bergaine• contends that Soma 
was·not accepted as the moon in the RV, but more definitely was identified 
with the Sun. Macdone115 feels that in the whole of the RV there is no single 
distinct and explicit instance either of the identification or of the conception 
that the moon is the food of the gods. Yet in the Vedic Index the foot-note 
to the word 'candra' is "The identification is closely found in the later portions 
of the RV". The same opinion is expressed by Eggeling.6 Akshay Kumari 
Devi7 remarks - "The Soma-drink, the Soma-plant and Soma as the moon, 
th.ough entirely separate, have been, in later Vedic times, confused into a 
religious ritual and mysticism.'' 

In the light of these various opinions we can study the references to Soma 
and lndu critically and try to review the problem once again. It is clear that 
the word 'candra' or 'candramas' has never been used in the sense of the Soma
juice. The word Indu, on the other hand almost always means 'the juice' 
and very rarely as in Vl 39, 3 'the moon'. As far as 'Soma' is concerned, th~ 
word is clearly used in the sense of the moon and the identity of the two is 
clearly intended in some passages e. g. · 

I 34, 2. ~: lf~f q~ ~ ~ ~iflq~ ~1tl W(ts;: I 

VIII 48, 13 ~ ~ ~: B°~TS~ m~ 3lT ~ I 
IX 17, 5 3ll'~ '3ft ffiq ~ ~~ ~ ~ I · 
IX 27, 5 Ti ~ ~~ ~ 3TT~ ~ I 
IX 97, 9 ~ ~B~~~ '1cffl'i'it: I 

x 85,3 ~ ~ ~ Bs;~ -~.rm~ Cli~ I 
IX 86, 9 "" ~"'" ~N ~ ........ ~r '11.,..,.11~ I 

Though it is so, the two are often mentioned together separately e. g. 

VI 41, 4 ~ fl ctf!'fTul 'l~ ........ ~ ~Ml!_~~ I 
VIII 82, 8 ~ ~ ~ri('11~~ mi:t~ ~nr I 

l. Vedislie Mytho/ogle. 
2. Hymns of the AtharvaPeda XIV 3. f n. 
3. The Religion of the Rgveda. 
4. Vedic Religion - A Bergaine, translated into English by Dr. V. G. Paranjpe, Pt. I. 
5. Vedic Mythology. p. 113. 
6. Translation of the ~atapatha Brahmaf}a, I 6, 4, 5.f n. 
7. Evolution of the J!.gvedic Pantheon. 
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There are some places where 'Soma', 'drapsa' etc. have been intepreted 
as 'the moon' by the scholars like Griffith; but where, they can be better under-

stood as the juice e. g. VIII 96, 13 ~ ~ ~iffirirf~hs~r~: ~) 
~m\l: ~~: I ; IX 15,5 where ~ ~ suits the juice better. So 

also in X 30, 2 ~: ~: can be better taken as the juice. 

Thus candra-soma identity was just taking its shape in the RV and 
was not yet fixed in the minds of the Vedic seers. It should be noted that 
the 'Haoma' had no connection with the moon in the Avesta. It is clear 
that the moon was always super human for the ~gvedic seers, while Soma, 
in the beginning was just a bevearage, dear to gods and men. As the next 
step it was first identified with 'the Drink of Immortality' and then only 
it was elevated to the rank of a deity. Now the flowing juice has a shining 
glow. It was often referred to as 'vi::m ~: ', thus reminding the 
poets of the bright moon. Further the moon was looked upon as the 
store-house of nectar in other mythologies like the Teutonic also. Hence 
the invigorating Soma-juice, the Drink of Immortality, easily offered itself 
for identification with the moon. The detailed process in this regard bas been 
clearly described by Gri~wold.8 

(d) A few remarks about RV I 84, 15-

~ JAf~~ ~ ~~ I ~ ~ .. s;:q6l ~ II 
According to Siyai:i,a the ~k means : The rays of the sun found their 

concealed lustre in this orb of the moving moon. Wilson construes ~: 
with (<11i~: and understands that the rays of the sun found bull of Tv~w, 
concealed in the mansion of the moon. Griffith talces 'The people' as 
the subject of and refers Tvas~~·s Bull to the sun. In the f. n. to the rk he 
takes it as explaining the fact that the light of the moon is borrowed from 
the sun. However, Geidner understands it quite differently. He translates 
it as follows :- "There, in the house of the moon, they (i.e. gods or seers) 
reminded themselves of the secret name of the cow of Tv~". In the 
detailed f. n. to this stanza he connects the triplet 13-15 with III 48, 2-4 
and explains that this cow of Tvas~~ is the Soma-plant, wh~h was kept 
concealed by him on the Suryar;tavat. Though it is not possible for us to 
discuss the whole of that interesting f. n. here, it clearly points out the identity 
of Soma with the moon. Further I feel that the clear reference to 'the house 
of the moon' can be taken as the first indistinct hint at the moon beiI\g an 
abode or the departed souls. I 164, 30 refers to a place '~ atT ~JCflli' 
where a soul lives on Svadha. May this also not refer to the moon, amidst 
the aerial waters? 

2. THE MOON IN THE OTHtiR SAMHITAS : 

(A) The ideas about the moon, as seen in the RV are now developed further. 
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(a) The phases of the moon, hence the moon as the measurer of time 
and prolongeroflife (AV VII 81, 2;IX IO, 9; X 7,33; X 8, 25; YV(Vaj. Madhy. 
S. :XJII 9, 10 and 45, 46; Katt. S XXV 3, 7, XXV 9, 2; 1'. S. VJJ 4, 8, 12) 
- Repeating the Brahmodya er.: ~re't ...... :q~ ;:;ir;ir~ goi: I 

lfi: ffqoij Cfl I M"T :;n:fu 'fl ~ ~ ~rzfcr ~: I 

f<fi f~f4"1f!I "1'1R f'4;iq1q;t D'2r'I' 11\11 41'. '1tllf.G"'I !IT. <r. ~. XXIII 9 .,,,_,~ "' 

~zi ~'fi1Ctil "fefa" ~ "lllf~ Tf: I 

3fff"'lf~ .q.q~ 1!,nH14q;:f ~q_ II~ o II 

(b) The moon as the creator of seasons (AV VIII 8, 23; XIII 3). It is 
in this connection that the moon is described as staying with Anumati, the 
14th night and R.alca, the Full-moon night. (YV Ka{h. S. XII 8, Mai. S. 
IV 3, 5). 

(c) Birth of the moon from the mind of the Cosmic Being and her inti
mate connection with the mind(AVXlX 6, 7; YV Vaj Madhy. S. XXXI 12.) 

(d) The sun and the moon as playing children and companions performing 
different functions (AV VII 81, I). 

(e) Candra-Soma identity has been fully accepted in the other Samhitas. 
The moon is called the lord of the planets as well as of the plants. (AV VI 
21, 2; XIV 1,1-3; XIX6, 11; xx 143, 1. YV Ka{h. s XI. 3, XI 5; Mai. s. 
II 1, 5; III 2, 11; IV 4, 12; T. s. II 4, 4, 20 Vaj. Madhy. s. XXXIII 90.) 

(f) Many ofthe Sarilhitis repeat RV I 84, 15 ~ m~ ... discussed 
above. (AV XX 42, 3; YV Mai. S. ll 13, 6; SV Purvarcika II 4, 3; 
Uttararcika III 8, 3). 

(B) In addition to this some interesting points about the moon have been 
added by these Sarilhitis. 

(i) AV VIII 2 calls the sun and the moon as the sons of Aditi. AV XVII 
describes them as the right and the left eyes of the Supreme Being. Vratya, 
while AV X 7, 33 refers to the moon as the eye of Brahma; so also Mai. S. 
IV 6, 3, Mai. S. IV 2 calls the moon as the eye of Pi~s, while lV 6, 1 calls 

· the sun and moon as eyes of Prajapati. 

(ii) AV VIII 8,23 poetically calls the moon 'the driver of the car of the 
year.' 

(iii) The effect of the moon upon the vegetation and the medicinal herbs 
is referred to very often in this Sarilhiti. VI 21 calls the moon as the best 
of the medicines. 

(iv) The moon is intimately connected with the well-being of progeny 
and cattle. In the AV the deities Anumati and RAki, so also Siniviil and 
Kuhu (Amivasya) are often invoked for the welfare of the children and the 
pregnant woman. 
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(v) The Samhitis refer to the fact that the light of the moon is borrowed 
from the sun and further look upon the moon as a Gandharva, the stars being 
the nymphs :-

~l'J'f: ~~:q.:i::iJI trr'-1~~~ <{e_;i-~T: (°il) fo~T ~ I 
(YV Vaj. Kan. S. XX 2,3; Ka(h. S. XVIII 14; Kopis. S. XXIX 3; Mai. S. II 
12, 2). Similarly Mai. S. II 13, 15 addresses the Goddess of Planets as Nak
~trani and says." m ~ rr~~: 1 

(vi) In this connection Ka/h. S. XI 3 gives an interesting account :

!:l"Jffq~ ~ftlIT'T "Ui $f~~(GGl7'1&TITT'flri I 

~ 'Ufg_o•'.I iJiq i•Hk( ,-

.... afi;:qia1a ~~rs•1.•1'6il~~qr <f IDlfr l::rn 1 

<nrr;;rr-t ~s4J.~l:T\iflf1Hmr Jl'i''i" 1 

Prajapati offered his daughters, the Nak~tras to king Soma, the moon. He 
stayed with Rohini alone. Hence the other daughters complained to the 
father, who warned the son·in-law to behave properly. He agreed; but failed 
to keep the promise. The father-in-law cursed him and the moon was caught 
hold of by Tuberculosis or consumption. This is how the waning of the moon 
is interpreted. 

(vii) Kapis.S. XXXVIII 2, XL V 2 calls the moon as Vrtra and looks 
upon the moon's disappearance on the New Moon night at V-!-'tra being killed 
by Indra. 

(viii) T. S. V 2, 33 interprets the black-spot on the body of the moon 
as a worthy offering made by the Earth into the Heaven. This is the first 
attempt to iaterpret the spot; through the eye of a priest. 

(ix) YV Va. Madhy. S. XXIV 35, XXV 7, 5 and Mai. S. Ill 14, 16 give 
an interesting detail. In the list of the animals to be offered to the various 
deities we read : ~!!.~~: 1 Is this not an early hint at the spot on 
the moon being looked upon as a deer? 

(x) AV XlX 9, 10 refers to the ir{1~:q1~~q1«1: (The demons that seize 
the moon). 

3. THE MOON IN THE BRAHMA~AS : 

(A) What the Samhitis have said about the moon i1o repeated and 
developed further. 

(a) The phases of the moon-The riddle referring to ~ ~ Tf: I 
is repeated e. g. T. Br. III 9, 5. 

The moon as the measurer of time-S. Br. V. 7,1, 19 remarks that the year 
is linked upto the moon by means of the seasons. G. Br. PUl'vabhaga JI 8 
looks upon the two fortnights as the wings of the bird-the moon. 

(b) The moon as the creator of days, nights and seasons, (T. Br. III, 
1,6-; J. Br. 314; S. Br. l, 6, 4, 5; $atf. Br. II 4, II 10). In this connection the 
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moon is looked upon as having intercourse with Anumati and Rilca (G. Br, 
Uttarabhiiga I JO.; f!a<f. Br. IV 6). Similarly the moon and the stars are descri
bed as forming a loving couple. G. Br. Piirvabhaga I 33 remarks -
i:r:;r ~ "fi'iPf~ rimfTfiir I ~ ~ "f&mfur a!!:q·s='ll ~;::¢fi· ~ i:rr.ft ~ f~;q I 

(c) Similarly the statement of the Samhitiis ~PJf: ~~~~+rr: 1 dfli 
......... ~~zir ;:rpr 1 is repeated in the Brahmai;ias e. g. S. B. IX 4, 19, 
obviously accepting the fact that the light of the moon really comes from 
the moon. T. Br. III I I, I says that the stars are established in the moon, 
and the moon in the sun. Similarly while explaining the derivation of the 
word Aditya S. Br. XI 8, 3, I remarks that Aditya takes away the lustre of 
the moon. 

(d) Candra-Soma identity has been totally accepted now. G. Br. 
PUl'vabhaga V 14 says that Soma becomes the moon and visits the whole uni
verse. J. Br. III 50 records that Soma once disappeared from the gods. When 
they searched for it ~1 Q;a-if ~.!foi1<::.!!"ld '"'l!l"'M.1:i\Ll: 1 Similarly in the 
Ai. Br. VII 10, S. Br. Xl 1,5 3 and in 'many other places the identity has 
been clearly expressed. 

(e) The sun and the moon dividing their functions as 3"ft<!' "ffq.~S 

f~, ~rftrr:r.::-«R:: I J. Br. II 98. 

(f) The intimate connection of the moon with the mind has been alluded 
to ina numberofplacese. g. S. Br. XIV 5,5, 1; XIV 6, 2, 13; G. Br.Purhabhiiga 
II 12. The moon is identified with the mind in S. Br. XIV 4, I, 17; XIV 6, I, 7; 
J. Br. II 54. 

(g) The sun and the moon are looked upon as the eyes of Prajapati 
(S. Br. VII I, 2, 7) and the eyes of Svahii, the daughter of Brahma (Sad. Br. 
IV 7). 

(h) The moon is connected with the well-being of the cattle (S. Br. XI 
I, 5. 1-2). (i) The moon has also been looked upon as V~tra in the Sankh. 
Br. III 5, 6; S. Br. VI 2, 2, 16 remarks "'RT~ ~rift li~cf ~r: qtoi'q~:rr-
11T~'l1rff 1 Eggeling adds a f. n. that here the moon has been identified with 
·v~tra. 

(j) As in the T. S. the Ai. Br. IV 27 calls the black spot on the moon as 
the «i:r;;i-.; established by the Earth in the Heaven. 

( B) Further the Brahma1,1as have added some new ideas about the 
moon--

( i ) The waning of the moon is looked upon as the moon being eaten by 
the gods (Ai. Br. IV 4, VII 10; S. Br. VIC 3,1, 46; XI 1,3,3; XIV 9;1,10; S. Br. 
XI l,5,3 says that Candra-Soma is pressed by gods on the Full Moon night 
and in the remaining fortnight the moon enters waters, plants and cattle and 
then returns after a fortnight. (ii) Tf the RV had faintly suggested the 
moon's connection with the departed souls (Section l above ); the idea is 
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now fully developed in the Brihmar.ias ( S Br. XrV 9,1,10 ). S. Br. IX 1,2,39 
says that whenever a sacrifice is completed the essence -goes to the moon. 
S. Br. IX 4, 4, 1 describes the moon as one of the six doors, leading to Brahman. 
J.Br. III 341 remarks:-One who performs Agnihotra goes to Adityaloka, then 
mounts the chariot of the sun-beams and goes to the moon. ( iii ) T. Br. 
II 2, 10, 3 and J. Br. III 368 give an interesting derivation of the word 
'candra:mlih.' Prajapati's son Indra cried for the moon ' '<ii:' i:r 3i"f~ '. The 
father brought the lustre from the heaven. The text remarks ij' ~ ~ 

{d<Jlcflq_ ~~: I ( iv ) Ai. Br. symbolically interprets the passing 
of rain into the moon, and the disappearance of the moon on the Amiivas}'i 
as death of these two. ( v) S. Br. XI l, 5, 1-2 describes the moon as a 
watch-dog eager to seize the cattle of the sacrificer and suggests that the black 
spot on the moon is a hare. J. Br. III 341 clearly identifies the departed 
performer of Agnihotra with the hare. ~ ~ wm zr ~l!f)s~~rn 1 

4. THE MOON IN THE ARA~YAKAS: 

(a) The Candra-Soma identity is very often repeated e. g. Siinldt. Ar. 
IV. 9. 

(b) The Sun and the moon as forms of one lustre. Siirikh. Ar. IV. 12. 
(c) The moon as abode of the manes and the waxing and the waning of 

the moon being dependent upon the manes. Siinkh. Ar. III 2 rn srrul: 
~If« ar~rzra- 1 af~lf4fl1f snrrref :r 1 Being an abode of Pitfs the moon is 
called ' ~ilTI" ~' in Tai. Ar. X 64, I. 

(d) Intimate connection of the moon with the mind. The birth of the 
moon from the mind of the Cosmic Being-3ff~ ~- frref'llwef («4 lr'l"fl 

'l<ttlll::q.qs:'lr: 1 remarks v~ +r<tT 'll'~T ~ >ilf<4Qlld 1 (Ai. Ar. II 1 ,1). 
Again Ai. Ar. II 4, 3 The identity is ~epeated in Ai. A.r. II I, 5, Siirikh. Ar. 
IV. 8, X 4, XC 6. Sankh. Ar. XI I says that Prajapati elevated the human 
being and placed the various deities in him and says, " ~ij' ::qrii'ltl+{ 1 ". 

Tai. Ar. refers to qi:im1V'f as moving in the moon through the mind . ... 
(e) The moon's favour is looked upon as essential for the progeny and 

the cattle. 

5. THE MOON IN THE UPANISADS : 

(a) The well-established identity of the moon with Soma forms a common 
topic e.g. Ch. Up. I 6, 4, II 9, 1, III 13, 2; Br. Up. II 1, 3 (where, following 
the S. Br. the moon is called "!:~munqrm: tt'Tifl ~r;;rr 1 Kau Up. II 9. Mai. 
Up. calls the moon' a sprout of nectar.' 

(b) The most favourite reference to the moon is as the abode of the 
departed souls, in the description of the Dhumidimirga.. Ch. Up. IV. 15 3; 
V 10, 2; V lO, 4; Br. Up. V 16, 1; VI 2, 16; Pr. Up. I. 9, Kau. Up. I 2 (where 
the moon is called ~if~~i:r)-

ll. .. 
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(c) The intimate connection of the moon with the mind is also a very 
common topice. g. Ch. Up. I 3, 16; II 5,7; Ill 1,6; 112,13; Ai Up. 14. 

(d) In the Paiicii.gnividya the moon's connection with the rain also is 
suggested ( Br· Up. VI 2, 10 ). 

6. A FEW SIMILAR IDEAS IN OTHER MYTHOLOGIES OF THE WORLD : 

Thus the various aspects of the moon have attracted attention of the 
Vedic Aryans, as was the case with other primitive people also. Mr. Fallaize9 

has rightly said, "The moon occupies a prominent place in the primitive 
folk-lore, for which her periodical growth, diminution and disappearance, 
phases more marked than those of the sun, may, not unreasonably be held to 
be responsible". Many of the ideas about the moon as found in the Vedic 
literature are met with in other,10 mythologies also. 

(a) As in the Vadic literature so also in the Teutonic mythology ' the 
Elixir of Life,' issuing from Mimmer's well is kept by Odin in the moon. 

(b) The waxing.and waning of the moon have been variously interpreted 
in different mythologies, e.g. Jn the Eddie mythology the God Mane steers 
the course of the moon for t:1is purpose. 

(c) The notion of the eclipses of the sun and the moon being caused by 
a demon or demons is traced to Svarbhanu in the: RV. V 40. It is repeated in 
other places in the Vedic literature also. This has its parallels in other11 

mythologies like the Teutonic, Sibarian etc. 

(d) The spot on the moon has been variously interpreted in the different 
mythologies. Mangolians and Altais believe that a hare dwells in the moon. 
The Chinese believe that the rabbit 'Pu' sits there pounding the drugs of the 
elixir. According to a Mexican myth once the sun angrily threw a rabbit <.in 
the face of the m:>on, which darkened the moon's face. Jn a number of myths 
a hare is associated with the moon. 

(e) If the Vedic Aryans look upon the moon as an eye of the creator, the 
moon has been described as springing from the creator's eye in the Japanese 
and Indonesian mythologies, reminding us of the Puranic myth about the birth 
.of the moon from Atri's eye. 

(f) The moon's effect upon vegetation and fertility is recognised in the 
Celtic and Armenian mythologies. 

(g) The moon's intimate connection with the mind also is noted in other 
mythologies e. g. The Armenians call epilepsy as 'the moon disease.' 

8. T~ religion oft~ ~gvada, P. 237. 

9. Eni:yciopaedia of Religion a11d Philosophy, Vol. II, p. 63. 

JO. Mythology of All Races, Volumes I to XII. 

·• 11. My paper on •the Rahu-Ketu myth '--in Vishvesh1•aranm1da !11dological Journal 
Vol. Xlll 1975. 
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The sun and the moon have been looked tpon as forming a couple, the 
moon being mostly the female, in many mythologies. It"is, however, wo1th 
noting that this ideas is totally absent in the Vedic literature. 

Many of the beautiful fancies about the moon, which later became 
favourite with the classical Sanskrit poets can be traced to the Vedic literature. 

A list of abbreliations used 
RV-~gveda; YV-Yajurveda: SV_:._Samaveda; A J'-Atharvaveda; Vaj. 

Madlly. S.-Vajasaneyi Madhyandina Sainhita; K0.1J.S.-K0.1Jva Sainhilii: 
T. S-Taittiriya Sainhita: Kafh. S-Kathaka. Samhita: Mai. S-Maitr0.>'a1JI 
Sainhita; Kapi~. S-Kapi~fhala Sainhita; T. Br.-Taittiriya Brahmm.1a; 
S. Br.-Satapatha Brahma1Ja. G. Br-Gopatha Brahma7Ja; J. Br-Jaimintya 
Brahmana; Sad. Br~Sadviinsa Brahmana Ai. Br-Aitaraya Brahmana 
Sarikh. Br-Sarikhayand Brahma1Ja; Sarikh ·A-Sarikhayana Ara1Jyaka; T~l. 
Ar-Taittirtya Aranyaka. Ai A-Aitaraya Arm:iayaka; Ch. Up-Chandogya 
Upani~ad: Br. Up-Brhadara7Jyakopani~ad,- Kau. Up.-Kau#taki Cipani~ad,· 
Mai. Up-Maitryupani~ad; Ai. Up--Aitareyopani~ad,- Pr. Up.-Pra5nopani~ad 



DHARMAPALA'S STONE BOAT 

M. K. DHA VALIKAR 

In the Riimacharita of Sandhyakara Nandin occurs the following verse : 

Tatkuladipo nripatirabhUd 
Dharmo dhamaviin ivekshvakufi 
yasyabdhimt in;iagrii va'{Ulu 
rarajapi kirttiravadiitii (I, 4) 

The verse, which occurs in connection with the eulogy of the famous king 
of the Pila dynasty of Bengal, Dhannapii.la, has proved to be controve~ial 
only because of the reference to the stone boat of the king. But even the 
ancient commentator has explained the word grava'{Utu as Sila-nauka meaning 
thereby a stone boat and there should not therefore be any doubt regarding 
the correct meaning of the word which is very clear. Dr. R. C. Majumdar 
and his associates who have edited the text of the Ramacharita, however, do 
not accept the meaning; they have observed that " What is meant by stone 
boat (Sila-naukii) is not very clear. What important historical event is alluded 
to in this obscure passage, we shall perhaps never know. " They are of the 
opinion that the passage probably implies a naval expedition undertaken by 
the king.1 

Another savant, Professor Hem Chandra Ray Choudhuri, has explained 
the meaning of the passage with the help of the evidence from the Javanese 
text Tantu Pangge/aran. This particular text is of the nature of a Pura'{IQ and 
thus contains material relating to theology, cosmogony, and mythological lore.2 

ln a story of a guru, given in this text, there is a reference to a king using a 
piece of stone as boat. Dr. Ray Choudhuri observes that the reference to the 
stone boat by the guru in the story " is doubtless intended to illustrate his 
possession of miraculous powers. It is not improbable that posterity attri
buted to Dharmapii.la, just those magic powers that they had learnt to asso
ciate with the adepts of the Bhujangama'T.lf!alas or orders of Saiva or Buddhist 
wizards .... Sandhyakara Nandin lived some three centuries after Dharmapala. 
In his days the figure of the real founder of Pala imperialism must have 
become almost mythical, and we need not be surprised at the attribution to 
him of the use of a stone-boat like that of Mahampu Palyat of Javanese 
legend. "3 

I. Ramacharita of Sandhyakara Nandin edited by R. C. Majumdar and otben, 
Rajshahi, 1939, Introduction, p.:ic. 

2. R. C. Mujumdar, Suvar1.udvipa, Dacca, 1938, Vol. II, pp. 113, 133. 
3. " The Stone Boat of Dharmapila" in Bharata-Kaumudi, Dr. R. K. Moobr}i 

Vol., Pt. II, Allahabad, 1947, p. 604. 
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It would thus become clear that scholars arc not prepared to accept the 
meaning of the word given by the commentator, possibly because the very 
vrord 'stone boat' is something which, on the face of it, looks absurd. But 
on no account the reference to a stone boat should be dismissed as absurd 
simply because there exists such a stone boat of considerable antiquity, more 
probably of the period to which the king Dhannapila belongs. Fortunately one 
such boat hewn out of stone has been recently brought to light by Dr. Tarun 
Chandra Sharma of the Department of Anthropology, Gauhati University, 
Gauhati. The boat lies on the hill in the University Campus at Jalukbari, 
Gauhati. It cannot be said to be of exquisite workmanship. The very fact 
that it lies on the top of the hill shows that it was in all probability fashioned 
ttl!re il.>!lf for carving it som!where and then hauling it to the top of the hill 
would indeed have an arduous task, although not impossible. 

The stone boat at Jalukbari does not possess any characteristic features 
which would rnable us to date it precisely on the basis of stylistic evidence and 
any attempt at dating it is therefore bound to be futile. But fortunately there 
is some evidence which is of immense help in this connection. It is furnished 
by a few large terracotta boats which have been found in different parts of the 
city of Gauhati. There are three such terracotta boats which have so far 
come to light. Of these, two are in the University Campus at Jalukbari itself 
and the third is located at the foot of the Navagraha hill of the city of Gauhati. 
The latter was excavated by the writer• and has proved to be extremely 
interesting inasmuch as it is the only of its kind in the country. 

We carried a small excavation at the foot of the Navagraha hill in order 
to study the nature of the huge terracotta boat, the plan of which was 
discernible on the surface. On excavation, the boat was found to be 2·95 
m long, 85 cm. wide and 24 cm. thick while the maKimum thickness of its edge 
was 12 cm. The boat lay in an exactly north-south orientation. Its southern 
end was destroyed by a later pit while in the middle it was destroyed by the pit 
dug recently to bury the wires supporting an electric pole. 

The boat is made of fine clay and is well baked. It has an oblong. 
projecting prow and similar stern while the base is flat. It is very likely that 
the boat was made separately elsewhere and carried to the place where it now 
lies. The exterior of the boat is somewhat rough, but the interior is nicely 
smoothened. 

4. The writer and his colleague Dr. z. D. Ansari were invited by Professor M. C. 
Goswami, Head of the Department or Anthropology, Gaubati University. Gauhati to carry 
out archaeological excavations at Gauhati in collaboration with them in the field season 
of 1970 and we wore accordingly deputed by Dr. H. D. Sankalia, then Head of the 
Department of Archaeolog}', Deccan College, Poona. The w.;ter is thankful to the 
authorities or both the Oauhati University and the Deccan CoHege, Poona for permittina 
him and his colleaaue Dr. Ansari to excavate at Gauhati. 
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A few potsherds were found within the boat while the pottery from the 
surrounding area in the trench is what we now call the "Ambari Ware "s. The 
circumstanticCI evidence therefore leads us to assign the boat to the first cultural 
p~riod_at Ambari, that is, Circa 7th to 12th century. A. D. 

Another similar boat has also been found recently O· 5 km. south of the 
Gauhati University Campus; it lies five feet below ground. I tis about 4m long, 
I m wide and 1 m deep. It came to light accidentally when some earth digging 
was in progress. Yet one more similar boat, also in the University Campus 
at Jalukbari, was unearthed by Dr. Tarun Chandra Sharma, of the Department 
of Anthropology, Gauhati University and it is presently enclosed within a 
structure of an impermanent nature with a view to protecting it from the 
ravages of natural and human agencies as well. 

The discovery of these boats at Gauhati and its environs is indeed unique 
and has no parallel not only within the country but also elsewhere. It recalls 
to' the mind the Sutton Hoo ship burial in England. The latter is dated to the 
middle of seventh century A. D. But it was huge wooden boat in sharp contrast 
to the terracotta boat at Navagraha which therefore can be said to be the only 
of its kind. The question then naturally arises regarding the exact purpose 
of the boat. As the boat was anteriorly robbed to its contents, it is difficult to 
hazard any guess regarding its function. The making of the boat must have 
involved considerable expense of time and Jabour. It could therefore have 
been: orde.red to be made only by a dignitary. Very probably it was meant 
for enshrining mortal remains. Other terracotta boats of Gauhati may also 
have, been used for the same purpose. This hypothesis gains support from the 
fact even today the custom of canoe burials is in vogue among some of the 
Na.ga tribes of Assam.6 

The existence of the terracotta boats and a stone boat in close proximity 
to each other in the Jalulcbari campus is sufficient to show that they may not 
be far removed from each other in point of time and we may not be far off 
the mark if we assign the stone boat also to the second cultural period at 
Gauhati from 7th to 12th centuries A. D.7 The reign of the king Dharmapila 
of the Pala dynasty also falls within this span. This would suggest that Dharma
pala may hav~ ordered a stone boat to ~e made like the one at Gauhati. It 
may or may not have contained his ashes. But it should be stated in this 
connection that symbolic burials without ashes are not unknown in India; 
the most convincing evidence of symbolic burials is reported from Kalibangan, 

s .. Z. D. Ansari & M. K. Dbavalikar, "Excavations at Ambari ( Gaubati) : 1970", 
Journal of the University of Poona (Humanities Section ), No. 35, 1971, pp. 82-83. 

6. The practice of canoe burials is also in vogue among many Pacific Islanders. Seo 
G. J.M. Gerrits," Buria1-Canoe1 and Canoe-Burials in the Trobriand and Manhan BoDQ&t 

Islands, ( Melanesia)", Anthropos, Vol. 69, No. 1-2, ( 1974 ), pp. 224-231. 

7. Z. D. Ansari & M. K. Dbavalilcar, Op. cit. pp, 79-81. 
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a Harappan settlement on the banks of the ancient Sa~aswati.e And it is 
exactly this idea of the symbolic burial which is hinted at by the stanza quoted 
at the beginning; it tells us that the king's (R.amapala's) glory 11.nd the stone 
boat traversed the high seas. The stone boat thus symbolizes the glory of 
the king and it can therefore be interpreted to mean that the glory of the king 
was perpetuated by the stone boat. 

8. B. K. Thapar," Synthesis of the Multiple Data as obtained from Kalibangan'". ~'ide 
D. P. Agrawal and A. Ghosh ( Jt. Ed.), Radio-Carbon and Indian Archaeology, Bombay, 
1973, p. 270. 



BHOJA'S SRNGARAPRAKASA 

Prakrit Text Restored 

Y. M. KULKARNI 

In various articles contributed to various journals I have so far endea
voured to restore the corrupt Prakrit passages in Bhoja's Srngiiraprakiifa (SP) 
by tracing them to their primary or secondary sources. As regards the restora
tion of such passages there was absolutely no question of any controversy. 
For it was based on solid basis. But a considerable number of Prakrit passages 
in SP are such as cannot be traced to their sources primary or secondary. 
Their sources are irretrieably lost. And they are not quoted in any other 
work either on poetics or prosody or grammar. 

Naturally, the restoration of such Prakrit passages may not be universally 
acceptable. There is scope for other scholars to suggest better or more meaning
ful emendations. As most of these Prakrit passages are at present almost 
unintelligible on account of the corrupt readings or loss of letters/words in 
the text, indicated by dots by the Editor, I venture to present in this paper 
seventy-five of these obscure Prakrit gathas, corrected (and provided with 
Sanskrit chiiya by me.) 

(1) Uttami pragalbhi yatha -
~ihuam khui:llsasiijai - - - (Vol. III p. 619) 

This githa may tentatively be restored as follows : 

fiirgai ~ vmrr~~1 ~~ u~ ~ 2rr umr~ 1 
3~ Cfi31Tcll:T~ f~~anf'O'f ·~~f4>Ntfa 11 

f;r~ ~ f;r:~ ~~ U~ ~ f;r:~ I 
'«lJT fidlq(i~ i~~~nf;r '!._~II 

I. Ruvvahai - 2. Vii;llsandarit - 3 Vaiakaavariiha 
4. ~i;tapiijanti - SP. p. 619. 

(2) Madhyamii'ni1{iha - mugdhii yathi -
M~am pucchaha - - - tyol. III p. 622) 

This githii is quite corrupt. It is not found cited as an illustration else
where nor in any Prakrit poetic work. Tentati\'ely, it may be restored as 
follows 

lfTuT ~ RU11TT ;;ml" ~ ~) 1mt for m~) I 
2ID~~ ~~ ~~ ajq~ II 
"4ori" ~~QT ~ fOf ~ fin:T ~fu ~~: I 

er.~~: ~-<rm ar~q: II .... ~.,:!-, ... , ... , ... ...... 

I . Paottisahia - 2. OsiHhicia -
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(3) Uttamo<fhamugdhi yathi -
Diilihai asoyam - - - - - - (Vol. III p. 634) 

1~~-mat ~ ~~ ~ ( ap.fCfT, GIR~ 3ftvrrfir3f) f~ I 
~rf'q'3f-~-ilT~-~ f0roqoo101 ~~) 11 

f?1t111ncti ~rmfcr ~r "eforair ( af'.fcn) .""'at<t,_'1.,...t"'f"l=-a ~~: 1 

'd"'lif"ld ~.....;;ne~-f~-~: II 
~·~ " . 

1. Dulihai - 2. U:r;11;11mia - SP. p. 634 · 

(4) Uttami dhirO<;fha - madhya yatha -
SandaHhi hara-jualam - - - - (Vol. HI p. 635) 

~~ Cfif'f3T-~ ~ ~~ I 

R~-<11~ ~ T'ft fcr ~aft ~~"lJ'Ol'fl:"q- 11 

iji{6Glf.I<~ criJqa-~-~~ "<Rff I 

~-'ift<IT ~ ~ m "dffirrrfij' 11 

(S) Uttami'nil4ha - pragalbha (nayika) yatha -

Cakkam.mium sasalilam - - - - (Vol. III p. 636) 

t~ :q2 ~ ~ :q3 ~~ ~-~°U I 

~"iii" ~s~ [~'ift] ~f~3IT II 

"'IS\'lfif"lcl :q ~ ~ :q ~ ~-~r 1 

~ :q SI'~~ ~T ( ~ 'ift) ~ fuf!ffil'T 11 

89 

1. Cakkamm.ium - 2. Sasalilam - 3. Pasavimbhamam - 4. 
Evam kaih ca - 5. Avie - SP p. 636 

(6) Madhyama aniic;lha (niiyika) yatha -

Gajjanti.i suJ].anto - - - - - (Vol. III p. 637) 

t~ITT'( ~ ci;) 2~3fT1JT lf~ I 

~ ~ 11TJlf..mw en:~ ra or ~ ~·-a' 11 

ir~f.r ~~ ( = 3fssrT~ ) CfiT fl S\•i <n•11 f4 'fl I rrt ipnf.r I 

~ ~ ;mr~ ~ irrn- ~ ~~a:.11 

I. Gajjantai - 2. Mangai-kalaai:ia gealam - SP p. 637 

(7) Madhyamii'niic;lhamugdha (nayikii) yatha -

0 duddha - gandha-muhie - - - (V oJ. III p. 638) 

aft ~-W-~ JflTft 1a:f.i Cc!' ~~ I 
afVVftourr ~ [ ar ]-f.rnfll [ m] mm r~ 2~ ~~ 11 

~ $if.l'lr'E1'!f~ ~~ ~ Cf ~l<frf~ I 
~~-mm oql t1n:r ~Cf ~ ~ 11 

I. Debo u - 2. Kuoe - SP. p. 638 
12 ... 
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(8) Madbyama dbiro9ha - mugdha (nayika) yatha =-

Putti bbuvamgi vva vimukka - - - - (Vol. Ill P: 638) 

~fo'I' 11!3ffl"r alf ~'fli"-~3fT fi;fi:n:-G01"1Jf-2ef~VT-fro I 

'efq~31'-Cf3fOTT ~<n~;Nff~ 1~ 'f!~ 11 

q~ ll"la•fllf fcri:flf· l~CfiT fufm:-li<A"-lff<n;:p;f\": I 
~ \:I \:II 0 

'!r~~ireqz.rr i:rerrrn ~~ '!~= 11 

1. Bbuvamgi - 2. Mabila - 3. Ia - SP p. 638 

(9) Madbyama adbiri'nu9ha-mugdhii (nliyikii) yathii -
Tuba :r:iavalaa - pahara - - - (Vol. III p. 638) 

~ 11T<f<n3N~-1cr~c~~~'ffcrar-~-fuwr-<R 1 

~ fer ~ f.t; ~~i 2~lfTmr rf.T3 ~ ftf311 ftcr 11 

acr ;;.r;nar-~ -Sf~ ~:QVJT~--Gfira-~-ft:cr;:;:f-~ir 1 ~<?.·' ... ' 

31'~ ~ f.t; ~i !1JfuT ~ fir:r ~f.:1 11 

1. Pa9iccha:r:iuddha - 2. Kumarlam 3. K'.ottudalao - SP p. 638 

Navalatika (also called Cutalatika) is one of the love-festivals described 
by Viitsyayiina (in his Kamasutra) and Bhoja (in his SK and SP.) It is defined 
as : 

~ ~a- fir11 ~ q-:;;3f~11: tramf~~'tt: .. 
fsr<ft "l"'TT ~ m "!. ~r 1 

Hemacandra thus defines and illustrates ":r:iavalaya" 

~ q';nffi~J"Q; ~f~ q'~IJJTJT ~f~lfl ~ I 
~ffT f1Jf{!'.~~ fi,i~m 1Jflf<nlil ~if 11 

~-f~~:q ' U[Cf~lfT I ~<ff I 

amT1l q~jl!l~ffi 'mT.l°fu· ~)sf~ ~ I 
'!~ 4'fu;:mr ~T f~ :q~qrffi' 11 

~-

~i-mrcr~Tmrirt:!; ~f~ ~~f~ ~Tit I 
~i\f~ ~fiJr\Nf"ITT crrrT Ofq~ZWi ~ 11 

-~·~fr.nirirfm . 

(10) Kani~!hii anii9hii - rnugdha yatha -

Ajja mae m.iiuccbii - - - - (Vol. III p. 642) 

~ i:rci; +rT~ ~=n~nr ~i~H ~~ i:r'l'fh~'lf~at ( 1111iRg<<rF\at?) I 

~~-~a1-''fif~ f~[ ~) f11i3f2-~-<nJqf11Taf 11 

3M irliT lfTC!li<ffi: ( m'3) ~~ SfTfri~l!T'f.-lJ:~ ll'ifr\~T'P:ffa~ 
( - +r~qif.;~r.Cl'J{ ? ) 

~~-~~-m..cmt <r>i fif;;r~-~rcrforcr.q: < mqw.rJl) 11 

I. Va~illam- 2. Riibalavaviam-~- Sf' p. 642 
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(11) Kanistha dhira - madhya (nayikii) yathi -
Tha~aravarana - - - - (Vol. III p. 642) 
1'flll'~-moq-vr2~3fr [3f] rrfocru ip::r1: ~~ ~ m3fr 1 
~ ~if 'tiTf11iNrfu" ~'IJT ~43t"r'.T3"3ft 11 
~-~-lJ'tqifCfITT "° ircfcrffi ~qfu cr<r ~ ;;fl1f1' I 

~ ~ 'ti~ ~ 'f' ·q1fA1:1'1ffi: 11 
I. R.avara~ - 2. Mmhai:ia "'3. ~am.aha- 4. Asareo - SP p. 642 

(12) Kani~~hii db.iro9ha - pragalbhii yathii -
Avvi m.iirijjiimo - - - -

1 3focrt mf~;;:;i-rm ~fqiirr2 qrorr~amr ~'~JI 1 

':i ;;f ~ qf Q:31'. cf cf orcq) fra-~ 11 

3f~ hTlJT'l~ rn sr<nf~: ~I 
lf lf si"~d° qf?.fit cf cf fnf~fa" oirr¢ I II 

1. Avvi- 2. Pavvo- SP p. 644 

(13) Anii9hii (n.iyilca) yatha -

• (Vol. III p. 644) 

Jaha kheltasi pappultiim - - - (Vol. III p. 645) 
;;i-~ ~~fi:r1qc'.Y~~ ( ? ~~) 3'1=1fT 1fr (or ( qfrn3f) ij'f!jef~ 1 
2aavt Cfi fq ~i:ftf ef!j3 ~maravr \ii'~ 11 

~ ~~e' "Sl"¥~Tl=( (? ~c'.YfR?<tiTi:i:_) a;~) di'IJf ( SRrTf~) !!ifiil'iffll I 

a;:lf 'tiiITT' ~f!j ~~p:r~ ~q~;:r II 

1. Pappulliimmoddhii:tehi - 2. Dhai;rr;1akkapi - 3. Dolaanter;ia 
SP p. 645 

Note : The gatha is quite corrupt. We have a githi in GS (II. 96) which 
speaks of the Utphullika game. It, however, does not help us 
to restore this gathii. 

(14) Adhiro9ha-mugdhii (niiyika.) yatha.-
Tam kam pi kaam - - - (Vol. III p. 645) 

ct Cfi fq <tiaf1 -aiffJ"J'IJf-'l'~-\1'3f2~fl'~ ifi~ I 
qfuan fcr ~ 11TT3fT ~~f~4 w3fT 11T f~31'tur 11 

ffi{ .f'filfN ~13,~oi"-sr~-\l"IT-~-~~ Cf6q"f I 

q'f c:ralfq lt;:r mm ~aT "' ~·'tor 11 

I. Uggir;ia - 2. Pevirie - 3. Vahiiae - 4. Lalai - SP p. 645 

(15) Adhirottam.iiyii vipralambhe' nubhiiva-sampad yathi -
Java a i;i.a dei ohim - - - - (Vol. III p. 840) 
mer 3f 11T ~ aitf~ efl;tq' mer ur3f mr~ 1 

~1 ~ons3f t;~ mcrnr~arrf<r3fT 3ftq'J 11 

lflCl"Oif ;:r ~~1,qcrfer qfn:i:\l mcr;:;fcf fwf~(f' I 

~ ~;rot t;t; ITTCfi{ ~ amlfT 11 
1. Punnaam - SP p. 840 
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(16) Tatraiva pratyidinamaprat~iddham yatbl -
Ua hujjanti piucchli - - - (Vol. III p. 8'4) 

This glithi expresses in similar, if not identical, words 'he same idea as 
found in the GS VII. 68 and Prabandhacinti~i 

~ ~\Nffu1 fit~~ firam•111fl:+t ~~I 
2crrt ~'if31' ;a'1ll" fer<~ •een1fw~ ~ II 

I:!. '~ 
'rot "f~ mv ~ fimiwq ~••:U f'1 I 

~ ~~ ~~~dlf.:r ~- II 

1. Piucchlie - 2. Tai viraher;ia pi - - gbuag1diii- SP p. 854 

(17) Tatrlidhilciravidhyap~itini samastlinekirtha -
bbdaslidhlirru;ilidyartha - prakarru;iidini ~!prakliriJ;ti ..•.•. 
Liii.gato yathli 
Kalaholujjalagoram - - - - (Vol. IV p. 890) 

Cfi~~~-•ftt Cfi~31'~ ij(31<1(~ I 

~ amr-araj1 fcr31'~~- fcr31'4~ awrr 11 

~a~~-m <Jmtffir~ ll1<s:1f?111 

"t'qficr ~~ f<r<Rff-fcr~~cft-w WlT: 11 ..:. c. ..:.; -Ja-

l. Viattha - SP. p. 890 

(18)(Nirdhlirar;iam) desato yathli -
Paumappaham diam kam - - - - (Vol. IV p. 890) 

q"~q"~ Raf ct lf3l"~ 1~Cf3T~sfu!;ur I 

rnf'~ 'qltffu ~31'-~ ~ 11 

lf:l.11-sM fp crf ipr1f&r ~ 21ua()4>ur I 

'fi1:el~"I" 'ITii<tfij' $US'<TCfi-~sruif 11 

l. Pu~arla - SP. p. 890 

(19) Saiilceti (? to) pacliro yathli - - vi -
Halia-sua - muha - sasi-kamti - - - (Vol. IV p. 892) 

~31'-"!l3'T-1!~-'0"fij'-~fu-!f(31'-fafin:fi:lf '(~ ~~ I 
3il 1Tif'I" ~ Cl'fu°ii~ ij'1f.3f3T'1it~floomf ~ 11 

~m;r.-wrr-"!V-wfu-'tilfrci-'Sl"~-fc;flit ~~ ~m 1 

~ mv Cfi~ff ~ffG"-llW-~f.:rmmfoir: ( = !fifTanrrf'lf: ) I I 

(20)Saiiketotka:i;i!hi yathli -
Samkea - iisua-mai;io - - - - (Vol. IV p. 893) 

~4>ar-~3T-lfUTT i("~q~-~3fT Cfi-iW-~<1'3fT I 

a.f iraf VT if lf~ ...-lctwft ~ ~~ II 

~R-~Jf'IT •j~ff-ef~ffi-Cflc.lfi-~: I 

cmrt ( m) 'Tar "'" if~fcr ...-rn-~~~ ~fta" 11 
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The Sanskrit Ch&yi, supplied by the editor of the Sr. Pr. is not only in
complete but also inaccurate and misleading. 

This very githi is cited by Sobhikara in his A.lainkiiraratniikara 
(p. 190). There too the text is incomplete and inaccurate; 

~~~arirumr ir~~-ffii-lf'l"fRaTI 1 

ITT ...... "I' ~~ •flxH<5i4( ~ 11 

The author's gloss on this giithli, however, help us to restore it. It runs 
as follows : 

ant irm~ i~sc441 <~i~~~iN~~r-fr:.·(Cfn 

<4'rcrc:rrtff~rc;:. q-~ 51''-fl!'ralff.f~: ~11.1Sl'I{ 1 

(21) (Saiiketotlcanthli) yathli vii -
Saiikea - k~4umgullir;ia - - -

1ffar-mifar ~:?fiir-m~~ ~vmro; 1 

'f''(-'fi~T~ 2Cf~ 3~ft:r ~II 

qa1}'ili~~rr.r-vref;r-m~~ ~= 1 

~lf-a'lT'l:t'rtll cwrr: ~ qrf.:r 11 

(Vol. IV p. 893) 

This githli is first cited in Dhvanya/oka (p. 282) to illustrate how the 
expressed is more important than the suggested and that it is not a case of 
Dhvani (Suggestion) 

1. Vai;ilra - DHV p. 282 
2. Vahiie (GS (W) No. 874; KLV p. 154; vahiii - VL 496"' 5 
3. !Cbijjanti (Sk : khidyanti) - V:L 496"' 5 

(22) Sailketi5ayo yathli -
Di~~hammi ghara-paroh$ - - - -
~ ~-'fU~1 ~~ lffl1;ir ~ I 
3JVVllwi"- ifftr~ ~ ~~ ~ 11 

~ 't~-q'~'ifl<;:"'1ll~~ trm fo•'iiijfo I 

afrlffrit'-~ ~{vr l'll€!."lllll ¢~ II 

1. Vakf - SP. p. 896 

(23) Saiiketa-bahumino yathli -

(Vol. IV p. 896) 

Cumbai visai;ii;iim.uhi - - - - (Vol. IV p. 897) 

This gitbi. has been already quoted by Bboja as IUl instance of praldri;ia 
(a variety of "pracchanninuraga") (vide Vol. III p. 871). Tentatively it may 
be restored as follows: 

~ 1qor f~iJ"f-1!~ ~'Ii"~~ Cf q'~ I 
3ffl't ~~ <if3rTflzr3f q'fCf 11 

,....-fu" <ff Wq~ <=flrn-<r.~ lf"'IU&-,,, ('""''69.......,llf~'{ I 

~ ~if-ere'~ q ldl;ftd ~ II 
1. VliS81)l:li - SP p. 897 
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(24) SaD.k:etopilambho yathi -
Esi·e (? Eyiie) majjaa - - - - (Vol. IV p. 899) 

~r a- ~3TT ~~~flt ( ar) 'f3t"Th·fu-mt 1 

( ~ ) ~ Cfq:ffi (tr) q-ruftat 1~ ~ ffTI II 

~ a-~ 1r'f~'iif'CUltl: "f 'f<i:fufuml: I 

( lR ) ~~ Ci~ ~ lfTi'ftll' ~ ft! ~: 11 

1. ~atthai- SP. p. 899 

(15) SaD.k:etopilambho yathi - - - - yathi vii -
Tam kattha gaam - - - - - - (Vol. IV p. 900) 

~ '!\"~'!' if3f ~~ ~..rn-crfUITT:-~~~it I 

11l'Cf~~ er.rm am!' ~ 'f~a- 11 

ITT( ~ iJCt a~JT-cfTI:-<rr'in:-~~~ 11 

'!'Cf~ '!\"AA, ~ A Slifl'4'11~ II 

26) Saiiketiisir yathi -
Asatii bandbava - - - - - (Vol. IV p. 900) 

~· m ~-~-1~-l:R~ ~-am;iiur I 

Rar~:R Pt~lli~~'1 ~ nr~~ 3~ ~ 11 

ar;ofitr Gl'FaCr -q;:r-~ (-fcffi{a )- mvr-~-~ 1 

Rciij-sflr f~-"'!V~ f~ ;;ftcr inf ;;ftft5'f 11 

I. Siha - 2.. JalisaiJ;ia - 3. Majjha 

(27) SaD.k:eta-prasno yatha -
Pa9hamulliaviisoho- - - -
1lf~af- Cllttl<.-{'51~~-~- ~-~ I 

~ f~lf [ lfam: fit;} vrfl:rll1 ~ · ~ 11 

SIT!Qf'lifl41qfi:ff0r ~-~-¢'if-~ I 

1f~ ~- [ -~ fit;) <flrl'lffil'Cf 2f~'1 if'1 II 

1. Pa9amulliavasobollii - SP. p. 900 

(28) ltivfttikhyiiruuit yathii - - - - yatha vi -

(Vol. IV p. 900) 

Da~~hum ciram J;l& laddho - - - - (Vol. IV p. 901) 

m;" f:;rt 1Jf ~ irrf'1' fq-aft Imo-~ R I 
0 ' 

!i:Si~Olqf~atgai•lci'fl<.,,g ~ II 
~ f~ .,- ~: ffi~ firn '{fti<!aft:q <"ktlsfl:r I 

~..qf~-~-er-ti-~~ ~ II 

This giithi bas been already cited by Bboja to illustrate "griimya" variety 
of "Pracchanniinuriiga" (Vol. III. p. 817). 
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The second half of this gitba is almost identical with the second 
half of the GS (W) No. 809 : 

~{~~fciflrinram: q· ~~ ~ vr ffiar ij""'1fq31") 1 

mHr~~'>f. ai •i <i'1'i (:c;@ ~arnrrlf 11 

it~f~"frt'if.rnftr ~~ ~ 'f' Cl"lff~~: I 
~ 

~~fmr'FFf!R'{~ ~ 11 

(29) Sakhi - sika~ - - - - yathii vii -
Pullanta (? Phullanta) - nirantara - - (Vol. IV p. 901) 

~-fu{~·Hr~i~-<f•11·-fu"fV1~~ 1 

~ ~ <ITTiU ij"~ frn lfT ~Im ~.11 
~-~~-ijQOl'~-<frt'-~~:. I 

~-~ cffi:i"it (Ci~M!IO~i) ~mfu lfT ~ srffi% 11 

1. Vasiri - SP. p. 901 

(30) Candrika. - nirvedo yathii -
Bahuam K.alamka - hariam - - - - (Vol. IV p. 903) 

"'Ff '1'i'~~1 'Iler. f;;rar ~ ~31 lijffi I 

~ a-~ f.r lfTQ; vr2 arxrarr ~ ~ 11 

argot <ti"~~ ~i\cf f.r# ~~ I 

~a-~ lffa': ( ? ~-r~) rrr\'l1'if ~ ~ 11 

1. Andhocam - 2. Apph;1ii - SP. p. 903 

(31) Candrodaya - nindii yathii-va. -
Muhamettei;i.a variio - - - - (Vol. IV p. 903) 

1J;~Jffi"crr CfU31T1 °UR fct; pi"~~-~ I 

~) 1ffor-lf311:2-<tl'fli (-~·-) ~~ fcrfiJrnraiT II 

1!ll'-lfT~vr cn:m l:Tg': fct; CfiUft:r ~:qri:'f4 1 

~) llT'f'-~-<tl'*- ('!'f=~) - ~-""fo~~+...fq~f"1,..,;''"""d: I.I 

1. Bhu - 2. Kamka - - - vicchiia - 3. Vii;iakkhatto -
SP p. 903 

(32) Vaiicita - Vfttlinto - - -yathii va
Vedai:iikhiitam Kisalari:i - - - Vol .. IV. p. 905· 

~-y~·-"fs3f f.t;ff~ <t>"Juf ifira;uJ' ~-~ I · 

"1 ra1 I F<t3ft ~;~ ftai"""<r cfif,~ ~ 11 

~~-?!'firsct ~ otcif !i~T ~1ft;sif,~llf I 

mfirn: ~~ ~it "Cl''fi!IT ~ 11 

I. Veda-~ikhatam - 2. Akkae ~ SP p. 905 
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(33) Cinba-nihnavo - - - yathii vii -
:r;>hakkamti ahram - - - - (Vol. IV. p. 906) 

mITT 31'~ 1 ~ ~ - 'fq".1,·-~ fq- I 

~ ~~ct f<tif~~f~; fq-affcra f~<: - \ill3iilt 11 

~'1~ srrqn:if;vr ~-q-q.;~~q' I 

3lft ~ f'f~· fct·Ji·~ 4q<"ll44T II 
'" ' "' 

I. Aiirer;ia - 2. Puttiammi - SP. p. 906 

(34) Paraspara - spardhii sanghar~. yathii -
Aha bh~ai aalasiiml - - - - (Vol. IV. p. 913) 

31'f!: 'if~ 31'3f~rift1 'ti~lf-~~:l«f-ir\iiff'TIJ I 

~ ~ ~ tlfQraj al VT '1ftanfir 11 

~ 1f0Tfij" 31' .. \iSfitlift <ti"fcrrlf-f~<fijji'ij{ji'ij~ I 

~rfir m~ '-ff~ 'l'fVr~ (I'~ Of iift<nfq- 11 

1. Katisu - 2. ~iJ;tesi - 3. G~iatti - SP. p. 913 

(35) Kini tarhi citta - janmanah daS8-sthlniini - - tatra 
manasi cinti, anusmar~am ca 1-- Tiisu anusmar~am yathii -
Jehim cia jivicca ( 'l jja) i - - - - (Vol. IV p. 930) 

~~ Rat iill~~. ~ (ij"af) ~.:q-ij1rir-lj~~ I 

'IVT-fil"fft~fg: ~ ~ VT 31' VjiNf~ ( ? ~) 'Rrf 11 

ffl ~ ~ (wa)~~~lf~: I 

~arfcref.:.imif ffot ~ "'1'rrfti ~ 11 

(36) Sva-pa]qa-para-pak~yo~ anyonyagrahikhyinam 
Parsparopakara - sandarSa.nam Y athi -
Navekkhio guru - ano - - - - (Vol. IV p. 934) 

Vt'R~ ri;,qarar), vtir'Ttt 1l1 Tr frf ~ ~ 1 

l{ffifl"Jloq--..fut \fOl'Tfir f<tr ctfli~~ 11 

.,1qmd'f ~)s;;<rr Of ~q' ~ ~: I 
~~-;;ifffl ~ f.f>' 1'.t~ II 

- Abhijnana~kuntalain V 16 

(37) Tatra vidve~m grahayet patya.viti vidve~~u;1am 1 Yathii. -
Duddamsar;ie:i;ia iSiluer;ia - - - (Vol. IV. p. 935) 

~}\~eoifu, "f\;•"!~W ~ ~~ivr I 
~ Nlf~ ~ "3f 'ti~ UT,.

3 ;;r'T31'f~ 11 

$filli~~64V~.,, ~ !;F<.wa., 1 

~m fWR:rfV 'F'f?f ~J OF~ ;: ;;ftcrm 11 

1. Sahi - 2. Jiesi - SP. p. 935 

Note : In 'Ov~i 'u' is lengthened metri causa. 
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(38) Anya - vya.vartanam yathi -
Kiirassa kirai;iaddhe - - - - (Vol. IV p. 935) 

~ ~ic~ f~"""' s 3fCtl'T ~~· fVrli"~ff I " ' . 

~~ T1i° l!:i ~)f~ arm~~ m 11 

~ ifl"I (Oil ¥f ftH arRlfT q'(:'lf~r~-. I 
" .. 
~er - ~ '.!;r1~ mqf<T.,f'rs~ wra 11 

l. Kiranaddhe - SP . p . 935 

(39) Margodiksanam yatha. -
Suha-lilasahim avaaa--- (Vol. JV p. 951) 

This gatha is metrically defective and corrupt.This very githa is later 
(p. 1200) cited by Bhoja to illustrate 'diitivisarjanam' 

1~ar~~-1?1•;n;1f~ 2ftr3f3Ti:r - ?<o:-tia'tj ~«!" 1 

ifTh~o '~ ~-iraf ~ fG~&lail 11 

~~-~·rf1l: fir-ra¥1~'{41 .. ~ '.!~ I 

~ ~{lffi ij"+rt( =ij"q) $€ftflt{toe:if: II 

I. Suba-lalasa.hiril- p. 951 . Avaaa-p. 951 3. Patthantaresu
p. 951, p. 1200 4. Samaam-p .. 951 

(40--41) Diita - vikyilcan:ianam yatha -
( i) Diii-muhaanda - - - - - (Vol. IV p. 952) 

This githi ls a bit corrupt. It is the same githi as included by Weber 
in his edition of SS (No. 858) 

~-~-'_!4'f''l~<.1tt fifl" 'ilfVrf~ f~ 3f~ I 

ftr3i-*nr-~-ll1'11~ f~ ~ 11 

~-~-viMl'~rtllfl\?llli: f.F 'ilfUr~ arrrii:rr: I 

fil".r-'ff'Wli-·nft?c1-ll"i)<l!ll41 ~ CfiTII'~· ii 

'til"t f<i ~~ ~~·-q-~-fif~-13;~-~ I 
1 ~af ~-CfJfaf ~ CfiJUf ~~af 2<i 11 

'fl"~ ~-~ (f(ql, lf!!·~flir) ij"l:'.11-'l'fu:F-fq-cftuT-~-~'{ I 

~ ~r-Ci"iA' r~~ ctiOT ~-:nr~· 11 

l. Suiaddhadiiivaa:r;i.i 2. Ca - SP p. 952 

(42) Gamana -vrttanto yathi 
Bahi:r;i.iggamahi - - - (Vol. IV p. 952) 

This githi is extremely corrupt. I have not been able so far to trace 
it to its source either primary or secondary. By resorting to emendations 
tentatively I restore it as follows : 

13 .. 

orf~1fVr'~ ~ ~~.- ~ trffl ar q'ffi?-firr-3'.ot 1 
23-iifrof \ir~l!j' 11"~ m \il'aIT fen:~~ 11 

orf~f.r'1crr f~ q-;Rrr d"lf ~ ~ tr~~-f rr~'{ 1 

\Riff;f ~~ 11"1l'"<lfa H ~Off ITT~-~:vrf.r 11 

I. ~iggaamahipaai;iei:ia - 2. Uddii;iam jaddhamivei SP. p. 95.2 
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(43) Sambhrama-vikalpo yathii. -
Turia - pahiia - di~~hammi - - - (Vol. IV p. 958) 

Wnr-'1~-f~c;,of .. +i ~ arr'1011 fu ~ 1 

~ 1~ - fcr3f,~ 2q.3f ftr ~ ur ~ 11 

~-sm~« Gf\\ir;r 3fT1TCf ~fd' P..1m I . ~ 

arr1fT ~n<ffl"-~T Wff'q- ml ;; W<Fl'Tfu 11 

I. Sajjbavisa - 2. Vaamci - SP. p. 958 

(44) Atbito diita - puraskira - Tatra diiti - sakhi - nayakadi -
bhediddiita - puraskira - prapaiical! - - - Evam sa:minyato 
'pi yathi -

ICatto sandesa-suharil - - - - (Vol. IV p. 960) 

cr.ffi ~~~ Cfffl W"~"{ lfl~11J~°Tl I 

Affilffei oq-~ qr g p: ~ 11( ~ 11 

!Cf: ~~-"fi ~: ~.-(~1f;r ift~·~ 11 

r .... "d 1'4fli1f<q ~ ~r ~ ¢ <!ft or mc'f 11 

Duijainavo - SP p. 960 

(45) Svayariikfta - diita - lqta - guru-kfta-sahiya-kfta-yogiit sarit
yoga - sariwidbina - prapaiic~ - - - - Tatra duta-k~te~u 
- - - - niyikiipek~yii. yathii. -

la ja. mar;iammi iisi - - - - (Vol. IV p. 969) 

"{3f ;;rr lf'Gff~q a;ffr 1~\~-<rr1f-i;''fVfT 2fci".iim ( ap:rqr, ~~~) 1 

err arfirmft ~3irrf.s,·an~ ~~ 11 

"{ftr ~ 1f"t"fl:r ~ ~~-~-f;f•fr fq·~lfFf (3i""1fCif, ~-~i) I 

fff«f"f~;Q) ~cn:rT'fldfil"lel{:)<tlil II 
~ 

1. Puranta - ddha.J:ll - 2. Valanteim - 3. Mailio- SP. p. 969 

( 46) Madhyama-vi~yo (ma.no) yathi -
Pecchasi animasa-naano - - - -

if.;;3fo· 3i"fiirf~·-11r3faft ~·ff." fqJjaf Iii ~fl"fr 'Tef.5 I 

'ti") ~.:{3f ~~ m) ~f(f3faf f1.-~~ ~~ 11 

i~~sf"fflN'rr-rT ;;r~· fc.·rri:t ;; ~m,- q'golf 1 . ' 
ir.: ~ ~ 00 ~ f.;·~ 1f'f II 

(Vol. IV p. 983) 

Only the first quarter of this githii. is in agreement with the first quarter 
of the githi 'Peccbasi (pekkhasi)' etc., cited at SP p. 632. 

This gAthi and GS (W) No. 943 deserve comparison. Weber gives the 
gathii with the two halves of this gathii inter-changed. The text, as presented 
here in SP, is metrieally' in porfect gl.thi. fonn (l2,J2 .. 12.15) 
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(47) T&masa-vi~yo (ma.no) yatha -
lsi-macchara - - - - (IV p. 984) 

This verse is drawn from the Setu (Xl 16) : 

t11r-~~-~i:i: firf~ctfl - 't'fQf~fiZ"liT<-ir~'1' 1 
lfl'<! <J:<i fcr m ~at fcr .:rifli-~fff<'.!;f~ <J:rf&f;:1JMi~~· 11 
ti;zrr-i:r~T-~r"t mfm-q-ft<.rf"mrrr~"fT'! 1 
~4fiff'ff't' rrq rfcr iwat fq-;riw-ef'1<i: ~rfq•fl'-'11!~~'1f'! 11 

(48) Upamitaparadhiilambano yathi -
Gotta-kkhalat;ta - - - - (Vol. IV p. 988) 

rrm-lf~-fq·,~r t~ ar~ f.ti ~rt~~ 1 

a;i<i fi f:;crar f11fOCifS'a;r arap:rar q-rocre- f~3f't 1 
tr)«-f~H-fCf.;rm t.-nrrf~H f.ti ;r~'f1r:~ I 

arq ij-<i f.ri;qo~r·i{rrr-~ii' ~if 1 

(49) Utprek~itiparii.dhalambano yathii. 
Jantaamettam ti[ra) i - - - - . (Vol. IV p. 989) 

;;rfcrariffl crm ~~ ~~ q'Uf3f I 

UT 'll'arT fqofUr3f~-lf'6'f3i-~-~·~ .. j":Cfli'll'ift ~,·!it II 

<fTCfrimf Wffl frr~ ~f~ a~icfl{ I 
Pf' ;;r;:ft fcrr.flre-ip.,·~-;;':~-~k~;r: ~;;f: 11 • ~ i:a., 

GS I. 71 
(50) Athiimi~meva bhediiscaturvim5atir mlnabbeda - Jitaya 

ucyante, Te ca bhii.m~ kopa~, krodha~ - - -Te,u ..... . 
Vallabhidau vai (parltya)- hetu~ kopo yatbi- yatb& va
PaHhanti maal'.le - pasara - - - - (Vol. IV p. 990) 

tf'§f\'f if'3ni-lfITT-tq:i·l'3f-fi~~ ~fu·aft..;-~ I 

~ 73'0I' ITT=5" ~m U5"-q"{~-;;rt'1ef~ fcr f~ 11 

q-5qw:ff ~i'f-Sl'ij"'{-Sl'ij'~-~'ffi'f-fcr~•fl'-~~: I 
"' "' 

(f1l'T 'J~ ~Tlfff \N-lf'CT~-~rn ~ 11 

(51) Priyadi~u vya.janindotpraso yathi vi -
Klraigut;to vidoso---- (Vol.IV.p.990) 

This verse is somewhat corrupt. It is cited, but only ib its pradka, further 
on (p. 1018) by Bhoja to illustrate' 'priyasrita-vi~yah up&lambhalf. Tenta
tively, it may be restored as follows : 

;r;-r ~ rraft fcr ~ ~crcrf~ fq· ~ UT f~~ ~ I 
"' ' 

af°-i!'f:mr ur ifff~,.,~·~ ;;r~ rrf~at c:r~ q-~~af ~i:rfirr;Nt 11 

~:ra- itoftsfq- ~)'f: n'IA'sftr ~Tit if ~nra ~ : I 
af'Til\'l'T if ~~ ~~ 1[~ ~·trr SI''!~ (qoflll'( 11 
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('2) Priy&parldhid manas - sariirambho ro~ yathi-
Taha bamdhar;ia - ar;iur&e - - -' ~ (Vol. IV p. 990) 

This verse is wrongly prc;sented in the printed text. It may be restored 
by rewriting it as follows : 

a~ if!flJfar~ ffQ: ~i:ft~-fcfarffif-f.nrimnii 1 

ff f;;if3f cr')-(t' lf3f-T1i"r l:IB fu f63rr lfITTar-f.f~ 11~ 11 

aerT 0Flf'1'1'1<1'11'1 ij"{T ~ir"b-~-fq1Sjfl({'Sjqj1 I "°' , II~ , 

a ~ Cff<lT ~-T1iT l:Pf efcr ~T: sr~-fii1!i ~ 11 

(53-54) Para-gur;ia-sambhivaniisahi~uti mitsaryam, yathi 

( i ) Veso si jia pamsulaa - - - - (Vol: IV p. 992) 

~·~rfo· ~141' q'~,? 3i°fQ:Of"-'t"~ ~H g Cf~~~ <j~ I 

~ar ~rfVr3;1Jt fc.· fl1J; vr ffij"at ~-~· 11 ... 
~~QJ)sf~ <rfTI: G"r~<n arfacliCf't ij"r ·~ ..-~\ll ·(!'Cf 1 

efcr mmfG" ll"rT <t' ~.ffl' ~-~: 11 

GSVI. 10 
yatbi vi -

(ii) Sa ccia riimei (?u) tumam - - - (Vol. IV p. 993) 

~ f:a<rar uira ~i:t q'fuar flr1· ar~ ~~ '(f;rt:l'vr 1 

Hi'lijq-ifffQ.1:~ >iiT \ii"fU1°~ 3t~~ 11 

~<{ l:'fif<j ~qf, tifUS<:( frf~4fl{'Sflffll'fi U1:rir;:r m;:r I 

~"4:llf'i-'f1WJ'frf <rr \ii"Hrf·r 3t~ (;aG"~H-fci!!Nrfilr) II 
. . GS (W) No. 759 

In the course of his v~ti on Siddha-hema-sabdanusasana (8.2.174) 
Hemacandra observes; Bha~-Sabdisca - ihittha - -
ma4apphara - - - - aHama~!a - - -- ---hallapphalaxityidayo 
Mahira~~ra --,- vidarbhidi-desa-prasiddhi lokato 'vagantavyi~ 

·What precisely 'a!tamaHa' means is not known. From the context it is 
clear that the word is used in the sense of "external show of love". 

(55) Pro~ita-vi~yo (miino) yatha. -
Sit:hi ta (va) acca (? accha) u cciu - (Vol. IV p. 1001) 

This githi is somewhat corrupt. It is further on (p. 1003) cited by Bhoja 
to illustrate 'Pro~ita-patiki~ray~' (mana~). The githi may be restored 
as follows : 

~·fa: <Jfq" 31"WH~ f'<i'f'3f 31'.nrf~ fit;" <ifg'C!,V1° ~~ I 

~:irrft~' f~:iTVi" itfa ~·f~·r ~lair 1 

;'fiq ;:rr..-~·r~ 3i"'~ f<ti' o:rr¢'f ~'f I 

~f~,T~irf~~ II 
• < ' 
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(56) Mino dJg-vaktra-va.g-vipus-ce~~su mana - vaik,.U -
nuyogo mina - paripra5n~ - - - Sa -- dJSi yatbl. -

I O'I 

Kisa imesu babuso - - - (Vol. IV. p. 1011) 

The verse, as printed in SP, is corrupt and unintelligible. Bhoja cites 
this verse again (p. 1207) to illustrate •priyibhyupapattil:!.'· The verse may 
be corrected as follows : 

m- 3f ~ ~. fq-i;ir - CT:ffl'- i1fMuj;;io,-;;gft-'f.'~ I 

fl'~~ ~' q'~~ 11f3f~ Of~T I I 

<r.~irR<f 3fif'lfr.i'pr: R!fir srnr-af~.,_;;~--~;~: 1 

~~)faq· r;f(Cf!:Ri· 'l<i"i'lftOlfoft<:lfhl: II 

(57) Mina - pariprasna.l;i sa - - - vaktre yatha -
Kisa maliavaamsam - - - (Vol. IV. p. 1011) 

This verse is cited further on (p. 1027) to illustrate 'prasidhana - ~aha
i;iam' and (p. 1207) to illustrate •priyibhyu'papattih'. The verse may be 
corrected as follows :-

ltim lffcnarrq-arn '1'3f'.J111'..urrarn--'l'n•i31r~-uat 1 

<i3fl1f er~· fir.iftllTI: m:-~'1'31--<r.3f°h?-'l'ffi~ffl° 11 

<r.fln'~ lff~ffir· ~ f;:r: ~-~ ~11raTU<:-'U'fl: I 

ei·~-r <ief~· iimm, m:4i·nrfira- ~-'l'm~~ 11 

(58) Priyiy~ praVflti - d~i;iamupalambharii - -Te~u Prakrtistho 
yathi -

· Akkhai;i4ie vi pai;iae - - -- - (Vol. IV p. 1013) 

This verse is wrongly presented in the printed text. The last word of th1: 
first half belongs to the second half and forms its opening word. This verse 
is again (p. 1208) cited by Bhoja to illustrate •Slchalita - gopanaril'. The 
second half is corrupt at both the places. The verse may be restored as 
follows :-

3f~ f'f q"~fQ; 3f1'l'3ffl=Jf fq- f<ifi:'l'l:!; ait:'i~ fei· ~ I 
~af f'if~· q3f'fiin';;f ~ ~)~f'•ir ~Cl; fV1flffl'

0 fit·3f 11 

arlff1155'sfir Sflli ~· f." ffsf t; fqf sr £i lfinfsf'I' 'fir I 

;;rr,rii-q· <i-<r;=fr~' crq· ~ ef.r5' f'1 f'1t1¥tM fsr<n:( 11 

(59) Priyiyi~ pravrtti-dii~namupilambhal:!. - - - te~u gramyo yatha. 
Avarihei:ia ui:ia ciram bhai;iasu - - - (Vol. IV p. 1013) 

This verse is very corrupt. It is further on (p. 1208) cited by Bhoja to 
illustrate •parjsantvanam'. There too it is presented in its corrupt form. With 
the help of these two corrupt passages the verse may be restored as follows : 

13f<rQjO;·Ti fift 'ifU"i"lj <xii 2f~ >;'lffU~iT for 3~ I 
tf'-1; .~ ~ii .5~r 6~lffl=if 111~. a:r'l'Tat ~ 11 
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~~i:ITlf f<cti ~ ~T,.lfd<.lllliN ~ I 
fif;.flTUTfl«if~ 'l~~fcf lfll' ~~ 11 

I Avarahei:ia w;ia. 2. Hiaauklcarosavi 3. Pu~akarh 4. Aga
euna 5. Tuhojjai 6. Tuhammi pasialilkaliarh- p. 1013 3. 
Pu~haki 4. Cite~a 5. Ohajjala 6. Mammi - p. 1208 

(60) Minavatyi~ prigamuddisya sva-para-pravftti- garh~rh 
upilambha~ Sa ~hi Atma-vi~ya~, Priyi-vi~ya~- -Te~u 

priyi-vi~yo yathi -
Sahiam mai;ia- kkhalai;iarh- - - - (Vol. IV p. 1017) 

This verse is further on (p. 1028) cited as an illustration of "Sapatnyu
pahii.s~ 'one of the twelve' mi.noddipanas . 

.This very verse is again (p. 1212) quoted as an example of "Vyalikodgha!
!anarii upilambhaq ·. 

The text of this verse is, however, corrupt at all these places. Tentatively, 
it may be restored if as follows : 

~f53f JITOJ'ff'~ vrraft qfrcr~faraR''fTVI' m I 

~f~ 31" <J~ fcfaftaft ifT ~~ ~~ ~~fTir 1f~ 11 

~~ lfA'~ W'Rf; srftr:r~-f'4'fst41"4i'1i ~: I 
~a'<!' ROO ifT ~~ ,;'111' ~f..aid&i ir4'T II 

(61) Minavatyiq priyamuddiSya Sva-para-pravrtti-garha-;ia-mup&lam
bhaq Sa ~hi - - - te~u priyi - vi~yo yathii vi - - -
Pattia jaha uppw;u:ii - - - - (Vol. IV p. 1017) 

q'fffar iii~ ~aorr d'~ ar~md' ctirflfufrar fi1an 1 

:rriij- ~.· ef~am: ~ ~'mftr A'at 'tim 11 

i:rM~ ~'ff ~ll'Jffiftqtq'U~ cti1f•M"l'1'i mr: 1 
lff.t ~Prtffoti)q:q""f ~ ~ ~ firi ~: II 

(62) Priyastrita - prabhutva - vi~yo (up&lambho) yathi - - -
yatha va -
Kirai gui:io vi doso nijja (?) - (Vol. IV. p. 1018) 

This verse is the same as No. 51 supra. 

(63) (Sakhi - parihiso) yathi va -
J;>hakkesi calia -val~a (? valae)- - - (Vol. IV p. 1020) 

mfu' ~3f~, ~ 11~ ~ ~ I 
qfn'lfft:r uITTrnr, ~ €f 1f'IVl'-f~uurru1' 11 

~ ... r~a•H14' ~it~ ar~ ~ 1 

srfa~fra f.r:~ ~§ (ct) ~ inrr-Am<P{ 11 

1. Kaddhesi - GS (W) 2. Muncesi ahamuhi - GS (W). 
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(64)PraSidhana - graha~am yathi -
Kisa miliipaamsam - - - (Vol. IV p. 1027) 

This verse is the same as No. 57 supra. 

(65) (Atha manoddipanini-- - te,u) vip~ - sannidhir-yatha-
Sarisa - padivekkha (?)- purao - - - (Vol. IV. P· 1028) 

~·-trfr.rff'- ~aft f~3ffTIT ~~-'iitr~"t:!; I 

~~~TIT ~of f<ff~.,W R ~ or lITT: ~ I 
~-srf-rq-~~ ~~S~-inof-1'1' - ~ I 
~-Wt'i;:V ~ f<fqcra-rnsftr ~ if ~: 11 

I. Mila - SP. p. 1028 

(66) (Atha manoddipanani- - - - Te,u) Sakhi-vailak~am yathi. 
Gotta-kkhaliammi pie - - - - - (Vol. IV p. 1028) -

lffif~~fi:lf ftr<1; ~ Gl3ITT'af~-fUr~f«Ot-"1'3Pf 
atl'31(i1IO~ ~ f<f ~ of\ef~aj II 

1fRf~ Nlr lio'lr SAi~~-f.Rftra'~ I 

llflii:huor~ ifi<trfq' ~-"'lf\iSf.MI~ f.r:~ II 

I. M~I_la - 2. Piulia - 3. Nibbolii-SP p. 1028 

Note : Hemacandra's sutra reads : 
'1"•'!,oil654if.n.'lr ~: :- !iffi'iJ -~ t. ¥-~~ 

He explains the siitra as follows : 

-ir;:ir.n ~ 4cil6641f~ .. 4 ai:=f<1tijllfll a:-ift~'tll1m<fr ijfq ~ 1 
~ ' ~ 

f\11°•IM~ I ~ifT ~ '4'f.n;:f CfiUfu I 
~ 

(67) Atha mina-monayitani Vilasa eva kikvadinitivakro manamoHa
yitam - - - Te~u vak-pravrttijam suddham yathii -
Saddhii me tujjha - - - (Vol. IV p. 1031) 

The text of this verse is, somewhat corrupt and metrically defective. 
This verse is cited earlier (p. 783) by Bhoja to illustrate sraddha (a variety 
of anurl.ga). This verse with a few variant readings, is to be found in GO.harc.
ya,,a·kosa (GRK) (No. 479). Weber has included it in his edition of Saptasa
taka1h (No. 750). By comparing the texts of this gi.thi as presented on 
different occasions and at different places the gathi may be restored as follows: 

1~.QT ~ ipR" ftr~i'f~ 21'i~ ~ f;:r oTar \ilTU'i'Tf1:r I 

~ G"f~'13f Tf f:qar fo·ff~·~ ~~ ~ ftrarr ~ 11 

~it'~ firq-~:f lti'~ ;:rM;:r ~ \ifTifffir I 

~ ~~ fcrir.i fu~i:r '1:l"IT ~ finrr ~ 11 
I. Saddahimo - GRK 2. Ahayam tu tam :r:>a yi:r:>ami - GS (W) 

Taha tam pi ncya jl.J.11.mo - GRX. 
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2. K.aha tam ti tar:iaar:iami -- SP p. 1031 ; Kaha tam t.i 1lll a~amo
SP. p. 783. 

3. Par:iJmo -- SP p. 1031; De suhaya tumam ti ya -G.R.K 

4. Jaha esu piii haomi - SP. p. 1031; Jahae piii hami SP. p. 783 
Jam tuha 'piya bomi -- GRK 

(68) Atha manopa.dhibhanga4 -- - - - tatra sari:ijiiopidhir yatha --
Mii:to mie do akkharai - -- - (Vol IV p. 1038) 

This giithii is included in G RK (No. 440) There the third quarter reads 
'Thovam jippai bahuehim' instead of 'bahuam jappai (? jippai) 4ho (? !ho) 
chim' as found here. It very well agrees with the present context. 

Jfl"OTT inn: <it 3i"~B fq-31~'TlfT ffi ~ I 
1"fN ~ ~ l'.l;~l!f ~ f~ q'Jfl"1JJ' 11 

irr.r: Ji"F.' I(~ ~ "fir:TJ,s;;nr" ~Ri ~ I 

~ ~ ~, aref ~ifq- ~ II 

1. Bahuam jappai dhoehi add.ha tumariljjhia pama~m - SP 
p. 1038 

(69) Atha mina-bhaitga-kirai:ilni Madastriiso, bhayam- -T~u mado 
yatbl. - - -
Kheppanti appar:ie ccia - - - (Vol. IV p. 1038) 
This verse may be.restored as follows : 

~ 3fO:l'Ji faif3f Cf\"3ff~<J~T fcr .... ~ ~T I 
f.., ~ fH~ ~ ( fc.") fq-ar' .... ~ lf91f3fl 11 

lf ~a- af1-~tRC( ~·,m,::rm 3ffl:t <f>rfqor'ffu: fir:.o+rr: I 

f.t;f qf1 fw<W-n:rrRTtlffo ( 31-fG") fiilf ~· ~: 11 

1. K'.heppanti appar:ie - - - via - SP. p. 1038 
Note : The last two letters of the first half (of the printed verse) and the 

opening two letters really form one word and the word (via (pia)+ 
amma (amma) = piaami) stands at the end of the first half. 

(70) Atha mina - bhaoga - kanu:ia.ni - - -
Candimaa -· pa4ijivia - - - -

:;f ~PT "1"-r1·f3·~!feil1"-it7':1T:;i"--::T'l1:1':.<;TH-'llT3-i W I " c:: -- . 
rfr{~ +ff;t-f~·;;r·gri-~:i~r ~) '>i3t""i: 11 

~If ,i-!:l'f i~frfq- i~;tffn-1i'f" il'f ~ i-'iflo<TT I 

~ irr.r-~rr-~r ~_;::) "l"--i-ft:i 11 

Te~u triso yathi
(Vol. IV. p. 1038) 

(71) Atha ma.na-bhailga-karai:iani - - - te~u - - prabhitam yathl
Ajja sahi raises - - - - (Vol. IV p. 1039) 
arnr ~ifJ: \'.~if6" ::i-rr1·-~-\1<i-i~f ... 0:.a1q 1 
·t~·if~ f'f_t~· :.r~r f11i-~irf•i:.fi 2 q\J'~F-r~~T &q" 11 
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3l'V mr ~ ~~ffi<l'~~91} I 

~ ~ ( = ~~) ~-w f•u1rflim ( = ~) ~-~ ~ 11 
I. Aratte - 2. Paccba - SP p. 1039 
The latter part of the second half of this gathi is identical with the 
corresponding part of GS I. 29. 
~ ~ 6vr ri.vrr aramor~ 4't(ttll{ I 

~ - ~ W f01e1f41ai) ~-~ ~ II 

(72) Prado~ yathi -
Jabajaha addhamai ravi- - - (Vol. IV. p. 1039) 
~~ ~~ af~ W 2fcrefg'ar - 3mfr-~cir qailiro'r I 

~ ~ irrvft +uoifuufl or ~~ ~ 
~ ~~~ Wt mfu:r-~M'l IM: 3R~ I 

~ ~ +rAl "1"tff<4ift'1i ~if'! q'Wffi II 
1. Addhamai-2. Viha~hia 3. Saijiavo Saiiaavo-SP p. 1039 

Note : 1. The latter part of the first half of this gathi reads vadasamhi
Whicb is extremely corrupt and defies all attempts at' restoration.' 
AJS this gitbl. is cited to illustrate 'Prado~' one of the causes of 
_minabhaiiga, I have emended the reading as 'paos~'. 

( 73) Atha minabhaiiga-kirai:iani- - -Te~ pravisilambo yatha -
Ji ar;iu:r;iaam i;ia gei:ihai - - - (Vol. IV. p. 1039) 
"' arurr3f 111' ~ lfl1Jl'~f~ m~m r.. ajVr3fr 1 

'1T3N~~ if~ ~ f';;;;rar lfimf.r flrat ~ flf31T 11 

l'fT~ "I'~· +rr"I'-~ Wsil\11~'11f'l' \lf11~if I 

qr~qa;if.lqfrd (-tf~) ~~ (? ~) fsr~f~a-fir<rr 1 

(74) Atha minopasJ.ntaya.1!- - - -Te~u virodhi-pridur-bhavo-yathii-
Avalambiovairam - - - - (Vol. IV .. p. 1040) 
arcr~ar'tci3fl"t arif1lT+rr1JT-lfITT 'l'3!'TI-'l'~ 1 

l{ff "1' ~3f (\ilTaf) fl" ~-~~ ~ ~ 11 

3An~ffi'l'qn:l{ 3T'ifl'rf-lIT'1'-~~ ~-~l'.{ I 

~ct~ (\il'rn') ~l'fT <rl1«f~ tt<i ~'l'l{ 11 

(75) Atha minopaSintaya.l!. - - - Te~u. vipak~bhibhavo yathi -
Dhoosaranta - rosam - - - (Vol. IV. p. 1040) 

This corrupt verse is to be identified with the verse 'Thoosaranta-rosam', 
etc., cited by Bhoja in his Sarasvati Kar;tlhabhararµz (p. 727 v. 491). As pointed 
out by Dr. Ghatage it is drawn from Sarvasena's Hari-vijaya (now lost). 

llftaITT:i~~- ~m ti'i3k:i:il3'- qf< ... ~1&11101-q'~ · 

~ 3f ~3f ( ? ~qo3ITTf) ~ ( ~) ~"T3ffi-fqll"T:f cfu( ~ 11 
~ ....................... ~~. f(Pfliqa<lil"I ~•'fl~l'fl-t1"-.cit1011.,-~ I 

~ ilf{N"rrt (? ~ ~(Siifil!li) '3i1tt(.-it4tl ~ ~ 'fllt: II 
14 ••• 
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(76) Skhalanam yatha 
T~e vialanta-dhiram - - - - - (Vol. IV. p. 1041) 

~ fcnr~-aR dl•'!?;.Offit{ VVl'~-if~ 1 

~~ ~~~ uITTmraf II 

aifl' fq•M44'1Mtf'('160otzll ~-Slli40i'1llflw-amn:r I .. " ~· - .. , 
~~ ~<d<IW-m f.:r:~ II 

(77) VigbaHanam yathi -
Tumdhiro visAlo jo - - - - (Vol. IV. p. 1041) 

This githa, with a few variants, is found in GS (W) No. 935. It is 
found also in VL (No. 361) 

"!1ll flrU ~ 'ill m-~ ii' 1f1Vi-q'Oq"ir ~3f1 1 
m ~-~..:q\Njjijofll{ 'ITTf f1t' or~ II 

TJ= ~ mmn i:r: •it 'IT'i-~ ~: ·1 

~ ~~41''illi/l~li4laftN 'I" ~: II 

(78) Atha m.inopa.Mntaya~ - - - - Te~u unmulanam yathi -
Lolaasuraaru - - - - - (Vol. IV. p. 1041) 

This verse is earlier cited (on p. 1049) to illustrate 'prai:iama' and further 
on (p. 1209) to illustrate prai:iipatata~. It may be restored as follows : 

ifr ~ ~~~i-~:af~-f~ ~-~ I 
~i'illft3f ~3f ~ f~ ~ q"T3f-~ ffil! 3fft'f<m 11 

dCf ~fi:T ~~-411}f~d~<:lll•H: ~-~: I 
fll4'1f<fifi ~ ~q- ~ ~ q'J"<:'q'cR ~ m: II 

This verse is drawn from Sarvasena's Harivijaya (HV), now lost. 

(79) 

(80) 

Eta evopacarita-vrttaya~ sannibh~ Te~u - - - - pratinayalco 
yathii. -
Kaba viraha-pa4ikkiilao (?) - - - (Vol. IV p. 1174) 

'fl'~ ~-tq'~ ~)f~ ~·ir~-f~C53fT qgf°"RT ":3<f'lt:i: I 
~ ~~r fq-~ A; T1'" f~i;_csf'"" f<:"OT3f"<f"RT lfi'ef~ 11 
Cfi'vf ITT~-srfcT<tj_i?ll ~cT ~-~T Sl'lll'!'i'ld I 

~ l{d<'ilf<t ~A;~~~ lfi'qf~ II 
-Setu XI-26 

Upaniyalco yathi -
Bahalammi vi ta:ma-nhabe - - - - (Vol. IV. p. 1174) 

or¢"RT ~ ~-m~ fu1o'f1sa;•J1 ~~3f-~rarr 1 
~cT ffi'fi-3f'<T ~-or 'f3ffu '{T~...mft II 

'" "' 
il'~~sftr a-:fr-f.R~ '{".fifi>~<fT ~~: I 

<lf'"'IOf&'lf.d !IITTll.fi<I ~ 'I" '!ff~ ~--:;m<fT: 11 
"' \? Setu X. 41 
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(81) Eta evopacarita-vrttayal} sannibhal} Tc~u--- Upan&yikl yatbi-
Oratta-pamruhamuhim (?) - - - - (Vol. IV. p. 1175) 

This verse is cited by Bhoja in his SK (p. 679, V. No. 357) to illustrate 
'tiryagabhasa~ '. 

3f~-!flt;3f-1{{! ~-~ Cf m~~3f111'-~ I 

~ ~-VJ'ft;rlirr Cff3ITTJ'. m ~affe ~ 11 

"l'lf{'lCf-"'~-.,m l{i'q'Vf""'1fectlf+i"' ~-ll1A'-f'1~00111 1 

~ rn~ Cfffi ~ ~ ~: II 

(82) l_ltumatin&manurii.giti5.aya - sari:J.sinal} ~-Vi~!j&Ve~ayai). pari
haravilisii.l} yathii. - - - -
Pasia s~akkavise /?) - - - - (Vol. IV p. 1182) 

qffJ3f fJ3T~m ~ 11'3fa' ~ 3f'f6~ I 

~3f1Vr 11'IB3f ~ 11f ~~ 11'~) 11 

31"m w11;l-'fi-'1TI'~ Ocf ~ ~NA!f'{lllrffi I 

'.!Gl:f'l'rfr'ft 51'<:r'Tf~ -:'if~ '!" 'ir<rfei qf~~: 11 

(83) Madhyihnakar~yam midhyahnikam, yatba -
Daiassa gimma (? gimmha)-vammaha- - - (Vol. IV. p. 1184) 

~{~6' fin:Q-CfTif~~ ~) fcr mfu" 3l'Cf~ I 

imrur-~~-~-ft:rf~r ~1fc:'?•1olur ~ 11 

·~f.ffl'fQ' i;f'fnf-lfi'lfflf-~a'ri mfi:r Yf'lii('i'1'1llfd I 

lf'J'i''f-1f~T~-~;r-f9rf;jTJ arrf~;:rrr crcr: 11 
°' 

(84) Candratapo jyotsnii. yathii. -
Dipaava - piriljaria - - - - (Vol. IV p. 1186) 

~Nrar..--firm3IT 'fiffqqft-ef~~T qof(nr~-w I 

~)fd' ~'™1' 'fi~-~T fJfu-~ II 

mfi:N-~~furr cmfl:Ar-~f~ao!ll: l:l'fur~-~: 1 
~ •ICll/$1llf•l1T: 'fi~-mru:wfu-~: II 

. " 

(85) NiSi-prathama-yii.ma-karma-prido~ikam yathl. 
Sijjijjai uvaii.ro - - - - - (Vol. IV p. 1186) 

This gi.thii. is pretty corrupt. Tentatively it may be restored as follows : 

;"ITT~ '3'1'31'Rl ~ ~affq '.!Off ~~'( fJaroT I 

~ifn:3f crffer-3Wn 3f0!'~-lffctnrr fcr ~ ~ 11 
'1mfm 731f'fn::, ~ '('f~lf ~ ~ ~ I 
~ .,..rq~, ~-mom ~~ ~ 11 
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(80) Niii-prathama - ~ma - kamia prldo,µbm yatbl - - -
Pijjai piatii pi muham - - - - - - - (Vol. IV p. 1186) 

N~ q)of fq- ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ 3JtlfrvIT I 

~ Ulr-tran 1f-ii9~Ji~ ~ Tft f<r fir~ 11 

q'flm ~ ·~ ~ff l\llil"sfir ~ UfSSc:'i I I 

3f't Ji I "fi U'l"-3"f.U '{:;;g!fff T"!f ~ firlJ!ll"fT 11 

87) NiSi-prathataa-yi.ma karma - prido~i.Jcam yatbi. -
Ajjeulloa.i;ia.im (?) - - - - - - (Vol. IV p. 1187) 

~ <n1&1011~ ~ ~or m Rt(05at1~w 1 

~sit ~)6'~"1"'flf-~~-u~aft ~ ~ "!3":-lfUft 11 

3f"ffiffl ~~ GfC."';:ilf\i ·~Mt ~ f~~ I 

~ ~lr!ITTl'IWl"ll"-~-umsfir ~ lflCl"Fa"'.,: 11 

(88) Pratyii~-kala-kanna - prabhatikam yathi -
Tivaa (?) raa~i-vahfie - - - - - (Vol.. IV p. 1187) 

CIT<f 3f ~arfVr~ 'lfor~ lff~-ITTU~ I 

\;ffar) q'~-firT'ft ~ ~ O<r q'T3fit ~ 11 

ij"yq;;if ~aft-~oqj" q'f«fd'i1'114i 1!fur-qT"U-f¥: I 

\jj"fa-: q'fur.n-fq-'11'.:r: q'll1 ;:r~f~ 3flli'Z: sr~: 11 
. • ~ a 

(89-92) Pificala-muni-pravartita-bhinna-bh~-ve~-ce~~itai~ prahiisa-kri4& 
paiicalinuyitam yasya bhfitamatre prasiddh~ (? Piliei.linuyanam 
tasya bhiitamitfketi prasiddh~·Bhoja's Srfigarapraka~a. ed. by 
Dr. Raghavan p. 654) Yathi-

Hatthe mahimamsaballdhario ........ (Vol.. IV p. 1192) 
For the corrected text and the Sanskrit chiyi of these four verses 

(which are drawn from the Kar]JUramanjari of R.ijasekhara) vide my 
paper '' Sihitya-Mimamsa: Prakrit Text Restored" No. 26-29) 
in the Sambodhi, Vol.. V Nos. 2-3 

(93-94) Va~su kadamba-nipa-haridrakidi-)-kusumai11 prahara(m:ia) bhu~ 
dvidha balam vibhajjya ka.minam krlc;ta.11 kadamba-yuddhiini 
Yathi-
( i) Bha (? ha) mrnai piae ...... (Vol.. IV p. 1193) 

Vide (No. 31 ) in the paper referred to supra. 
(ii) Dha.J;ll;lo's.i re ........ ( Vol.. IV. p 1193) 

Vide ( No. 32 ) in the paper referred to supra. 

(95) Abhinava-bisankurodbheda-samaye saras-samasritya lcimi--mitb· 
uninaqi. kriQA bisa-kbidiki/ 
Yathi ........ (Vol.. IV p. 1194) 

f{3i'U ~~Jm!; Tft ~ ~-~~ I 
~JO:i'~ fq!''t~~ fcr~~ f'I'~ 11 
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«ti' ~r::;r~: ~<T: i.r: ~-~-~'IT I 

G-Cr-Sl'1Jt f~li'1-ffiT fqV'lllR: failff'14 I 11 

Note :-The githi becomes intelligible if the following context is under
stood. 
The brother-in-law is in love with his sister-in-law, the wife of 
his elder brother. The teeth of his beloved are fuH.of brilliance
dazzling lustre or splendour. The brother-in-law mistakes this 
splendour to be a lotus-stall: held in her mouth by his beloved 
and tries to take out this supposed lotus stallc. This action on 
the part of her lover provokes her to laughter. 

(96) Sakra-maha indrotsavo yathi-
Indamaham daHhumar;io ........ ( Vol. IV p. 1194 ) 

~iri-~aoqufl ~-~-lJ'ITJJ-~ 1 
··~ '0 "' 

lITTrr ~ f1rmlliT 3f>Nf iifVfl' <ti~ II! ~ 11 

~~~ ~: ~"fa'-~fl-rrfll-('.q<rf I 

ix~ ~ f.r:wmsv ;sr~: otiti "! >rfa~~i: 11 

Note :-The form r;tisaiiko (for i;Usanko or ,issailko) js,use.d iwtrj. causa. 

(97) Ahina-pau~masi-vili~ kaumudl-prac&l"llJ!, I . ,athi 
Diarei;ia pii•tha~ ........ ( Vol. IV p. 1.194) 
f;:artuf fir~T~tt ~-"°rilvr Ofi~fq'Nj(I' I 

~ q'form-~ ~-~ ~r~:awa) 11 

~ fsp:m•tt~ ~..crrir.f Ofi~d I 

g~ qf~:ffi'f-~, ~u-~ ~rf~ifi$(i1: 11 

(98) Yasyim yavasrastaresv.aba (Ii) lolanti Si. kUllda-caturthi/yathi-
Jna (? Ja)him tumam ........ ( V. IV p. 1195) 

"If"~ Tf ~3TT ~-~ ~~ I 
d i:Wf ~ mf ~-~3fT ~ II 
q ~ i:S?T ~~~-l'liMilll'"ll ~II': I 

d a'~~ ff 1{'f1j{ii)i:i"441'1 ~: 11 

(99) Sahakira-kusuma-pallavAdi-bbaBjanam sahakira-bhaiijiki/yathi 
R.aiampi tat;u;ia sobai. ..... (Vol. IV p. 1196) 
Bhoja cites this very verse in his SK (p. 666 V. No. 306) to illustrate 
the same Krlc;li ( Ciita ( = sahakira)-bhafijik&. ) There the text 
is metrically defective. Here too it is metrically defective and, in 
addition, partly corrupt. lt may be restored, widi the help of 
these two corrupt passages, as follows : 
~ fir m ur ~ ~rnt •rf'fufl'o1 ~ 1 

~:ill UJ' ~ ~-~:i-q'~ ~II 
•Seraqfi:r dTlrn' ~ mr-m lflifi1otl..,I eior~lf"4'l I 

=r.llf ~ ~ ~-~ufinrr-~ ~~ II 
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(100) Andolana-Jcrl4a doli-vili.saq/yatha-
Uccapasahittai;aam ........ (Vol. IV p. 1196) 
\;,nf-4tl'f'!Ottoi 6° df4(\iffl{ ;R ~~ I 
~ ;;f OJ' f~ ~~~ ait:tl65+!iUf'IQ, II 

~~~ diljjq(i64fa ~ ~~ I 
~ ~ ~ ~ <il('5+!i"14i II . 

(JOI) Krlda.nte gfahii.gamanam grha-pratyagama~/ yathi-
Hamho KannuIHna ........ (Vol. IV p. I197) 

~ ~uu1'k">lun 'if1Jl'rfir ~ ~~31' fcti ftr irr ~ 1 

~-q1ui:fH,! ~ ~ ftr ~E?: ~ ftr 1 i 

~fr ~UffW>!rt i ~ =t ~ fcl;qfq- lfT ~ i 
f.r->i;:r-~ ~ ~ :&wl~i&)sft; i I 

This githi is cited by Bhoja in his SK ( p. 635 ). 

(I 02) Sambhogartham 5arlra-pratikarma prasadhanam/yatiiA-
D~-taJ:iuaiij~i ........ (Vol. IV p. 1198) 
Rour-aot~ \i{~-aroml' 31'ffif3T-"{ff~ I 

aml'~-"("(~ aif~4tfo•\Njf.:t Cfl=lf~ ~ II 
'ffl'-~Cfti6\ii"1 I f"I lf<rfti-~ 3f<?Cfff'li-~Tf.f I 

"' "' aml"W-mr~ arfa:-q--1+4-~~ ~~II 

(103) Sambhoga.rtham ~arlra-pratikarma prasadhanam/;yathi-
Pariumbhai:iei:ia aharQ ......... (Vol IV p. 1198) 
q-f~ ar~r <11·1'i:fs- fQ'.3f3f-~ ur3fUl'-~T 1 

~'~ firaft ~ ~ 1!~ q'rnvf ~~-arofT l'I 

q-f<i,"'dli\"11tHlsffff ~~ "14'1'..,0141 I 

mm 'fiUfu fSl'<l" ~er r .. <"4 4 fo 1im s1liTfJ"i" ""13.-.. n~a..,.,,..-rt : 11 

{104) Priya-janlhviniya sakhyipti-sampre~ duti-visarjanam/yatha-
Suraa-suha-lilasahim ........ (Vol. IV p. 1200) 
This gatha. is cited earlier ( p. 951 ) to illustrate ( Mirgodlk~.) 
There it is metrically defective and also corrupt. · 

~-~Q:--~if f'1'3f3flf-~~l!fcr~ ~ I 
Clf«'Nifct ~- ~·lf3i {ff~ ~c,TaiJ II 

~~-(ifliiHllF'1r: fir4crlf-<"~ira{'i 1J~ 1 

iq;:6' ~ti'~ (=6+!') ~f-q~~: I II 

(105) Kurpasaka-vibbii~di- tyi~ kaiicukidi-mok~~/yath1.-
Uttiria i;ieura-bira •....... (Vol IV p. 1202) 
a'd1f<ar-m-~-~-ffiTii-if(i5"31"-<~01f .. +1.1 
~~-~ lf3TOft ~~~II 
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~4;f{-~-fCl\?cr.~-<ffl'lf-m I 

arfcf.ffl-'S1'6'U iR;fr ~•<f.c:"l&•r a~ofl'11'{ 11 
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The word 'tilaa' (tilaka) is somewhat unusual. It means a kind of 
necklace. 

(106) ........ rata.rambha~/yathi-
Gholai tahirii .. , ..... (VoL IV p. 1022) 

~~~mvr~,~~~ 1 

onf1J-lfllCffl-•i+ll ft aft OCf ~1111" fq-31 at 'itti I 

~~ITTl'ffifcr'1'wm"f~~~ I 

;:rrflr-~-~ 'l"Cf ~: FSl<ld'ifli II 

(107) Te~u de~-kalotkar:i~hidibhirmanapacayo mana-Saithilyam/yathi-
A vvahala-daia-gaiiharo ( ?) ........ ( Vol. IV p. 1206 ) 

This githi, as printed in the text of SP is pretty corrupt. Originally 
it belongs to Ga"'Javaho ( No. 690 ). It is cited by Bhoja in his SK 
( p. 627 v 189) to illustrate 'Minintara' variety of sambhoga
spigara. It is quoted also by Ratnesvara in his CQmmentary on 
SK I. 84 ( p. 81 ) to illustrate 'bhavy~ siik~~ arthalf. There 
it is presented in a hopelessly corrupt form : The githi runs as 
(ollows : 

~~ ~~-'lf~~-~-W~ I 

~m~ Cf m-ar-;rn-at ~ Gln5T 11 

~d" efzra~dtf.l<.11S6-l$1"14¥il01-~-Slfd<l•i'{ I 

tf'RT'l'ITT"~li<f ~C"f.-~ Q OfmT 11 .. 
( 108) Priyei:ia mana-vaimanasyadi-prcchi priyabhyupapattih/yatha-

Kisa maliavaissam ........ {Vol. IV p. 1207) 

~ irf~ tr~ovr-ofmm-q:areat1{<-"Uat 1 

Cf3f0i Cf~ f4i'ift3ff~ ~-ij"cf11f+i3f~-CftilMrffl 11 

~'l'R 1lf""'1"<fITTI' ~-~-f.r:l<fm-S1'*lf~ann::-w11r 1 ' '"':?ly' ' 

~ <fefo(;' ii~fr ~-"1°'Sfilf"ld-~..tfeii??6Q'1_ II 

(I 09) Priyei:ia-mana-vaimanasyidi ptcchi priyabhyupapatti~/yatha-
Kisa ime subahuso ........ ( Vol. IV p. 1207 ) 

~m ar ~ ~ r.ra~~~-~..cr.~1 1 

~~ ~' qf<"4!.ifa ~ ill§aft&1 11 

~~r;:nr'tiipr: ~-J1"Rr-afo'11s:"i'1-~-~: 1 

~l'tri'fr!l•iifh?:i<( qf~ "'lli'14'ilf&fj~~t: II-' 
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(110) Sa.ma-vakya.ni parii;antvanani/yatha-
Avahare us:ia ciram ........ (Vol. IV p. J028) 

3A'~i ITT~,; TT f;rar ai''!'A7-'fuir fcf ¥ I 

fir. amOiaitr ~ ~)zJrr ,;~ ir~ UflfTW~ 11 

~ f'ft ~ ~Jmlj;'f<:i(lqff~ ~If I ..., ' 
f'fl¥t•torf:-l~4ti 'l!ir~ lilf i:nITT"~ 11 

This verse is already cited earlier ( p. 1013) to illustrate (grimy a~) 
upilambha~·. Jt ii; pos-&ibly drawn from HV. 

(I 11) Yipriye~u kara'}l;ntaraopanyasa~ skhalita-gopanani/yatha-
Akkh~c;lie vi ai;iac (?) ........ (Vol IV p. 1208) 

~ fcf q'Uf1t dlifi'atfRf R f1rttw. ~ "' ~ I 
~ Rar <cat f"Ot\Nf ~ ~ ~ fVrf1ffl fir' firai' 11 

~6'sftf m~ ~Slil>'JisN l'1f I 

:orrffi ~ ij?f ~N ef'ffl f.,,f>iti tfN ~ 11 

This verse is already cited earlier (p. 1013) to illustrate '(pralqtis
th~) upilambh~'. It is possibly drawn from !IV. 

(112) Padapatanam pra:i:iipit~/ya:thii--

Toiasuraantkir~ ........ (Vol. IV p. 1209) 

This verse is the same as No. 3 supra. It was already cited earlier 
( p. 1009 ) to illustrate 'prai:i&ma', one of the kinds of sama and 
'unmiilana', one of the 'manabharigopayas' ( p. 1041 ). 

(113-114) Mina-hinau ni~vasitani mana-ni~vasitlni /yatha-
Tlc vialanta-d'hirkm ........ (Vol. IV p. 1210) 

This passage, although printed as prose, is really made up of two 
separate and independent verses. The two verses may be restored 
as follows : 

(a) ~re! f<c"JJ~-rn atiwo:flc! ~~-'(r~ 1 

~~~~-~apt oft~rfuat 11 

~ifT f<f<J::5;iq~ftt66p<:<li ~-S4'{Uirr!lf\~~ I 

~6'(ff&I (Uj ~(d O"i-m f.r:licrfmr+{ 11 

This verse is cited by Bhoja earlier ( p. 1041 ) to illustrate 
'slibalanaail' Vide--supra (l) and )at.er ( p · 1213) to illustrate 
' priyvperodhal)·'. 

(b) Jratfij'11'r~ ar~-ll'{Ulfr3J-~-~~m , 
~-jj"'JJ'-~1Jfl1'UI' flr3tftrar•m-~ f~ vrffif~s{ 11 

~;><rr 3if~-qf.;<t~·Slf'CJQ"~-"SR;"'(l{ I 

~-~-'ffl-~ ~-Wl-~'i;t m f;r:~;;·~ 11 
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(115-116) Mukhasya minakilu!llyipagamo mukha-praSida~/yathi-

Aloiaccia pie ........ ( Vol. IV p. 1211 ) 

( i ) ~ f~ fcro: of.raft ~ ;rafafvr ~~~ I 
W-~ fq Gl'Tvft ~-f<ti\llr-Tf l{.~ G"efWT 11 

amAf.tid' ~ firq~; Q'm ~ ~~: (~:) 

H'f·S"'RN Gl'Tvft ~-fcrqif~ wi ~: 11 

This verse is already cited earlier ( p. 1041 ) by Bhoja to illustrate 
'mukha-prasida', one of the rnanopafama-lak~~u:ias. 
(ii) Thovosarantarosam ........ ( Vol. IV p. 1211 ) 

tflo(jij (d-'fui v:ftar-~-c'flar·'t'f<<l"lil"l i Ui-~·~ I 

~ ~..qoamf (~-maf) ~-~-ra:i·~-fq~ i.tfc! ~II 
f<1'iiifil'«t<Silti ~~-lff{crairr.,-~ I 

~ "ii' ~-Wfirn ( ~~) ~-~·r<m-f<roii" ~ ~ 11 

This verse is already cited earlier ( p. 1040) by Bhoja to illustrate 
'vipak~bhibhava.I!',.one of the varieties of 'minopa~inti~'.!It is 
cited by Bhoja in his SK also (p. 727). As pointed out by 
Dr. Ghatage this verse is drawn from HV. 

(117) Vyalikodgha!!anamupiilambh~/yathi-

Sa Jcusumehi guru ........ ( Vol. IV p. 1212) 

m ~ ~ ~~ fcr ~ ~ ~iJfur 't'Hr3f) 1 

'fl'~ ar vr 't'fl'rar~) ~ t"i:i'3fT-~3ffii ~· ~- i 1 
m fi4•!€"t•a1 ( =•1hfqar) irimq. !i~ G'fu lrn'l~: 1 
~ '!' ~-~ ~ fst41~~4<ellifll CiCf II 

This verse is already cited earlier ( p. 990 ) by Bhoja to illustrate 
'priyidi~u vyija-nindotprasalf. It is most probably from HV. 

(118~ 119) Mina-salyoddhara1J.amavajiia-bhramsa~/yathii-

( i) Harisa-viasanta-vaa1,1am ........ (Vol. IV p. 1212) 

~-fcr3fffir-<f3f0i Cfl'~~~~-~af I 

arqomf~af f't' >i!Tal 't'mf~~-lfUI"~ ffit! ~ 11 ·r. ·.......;.._.. '" ~- qiifiM'.~'1 "fl'tt~~~iifi~~'.f'S't>l<;,_~ I 

3N~~ ~ffl" ~~mnn "!I fu'fl'-lf'11~ i.'l'Bl"r ~ 11 

(ii) ~immari (?vi) a-sandhiammi ........ (Vol. IV p. 1212) 

~3f~ crrcrar ~-tr~-<;p:~-'t'«'U 1 

tmr 1<'3'631 ~ ~ ~-Q: 0<r ~rfJf'Jft ~ 4T3TT 11 
f<t"lfMa-ma--<fi'fl er~ ~-srfaor4-lf"'l"et"-srnu 1 

~ ~~ ~ ~11itlf mfq;ft i'ffll'T ire-r 11 
)5 ... 
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(120) Priyinugama-cibnani prema-lingini/yatbi-
Avalambia-~-parammuhie ........ (Vol. IV p. 1213) 
The second half of this githii., as presented in the printed text, is 
hopelessly corrupt. This gathi. is also cited in SK ( p. 685 v. 381 ) 
to illustrate 'a:Yatna.paneya-mlnadhlri'. The gathi belongs to GS 
(I. 87 ). 
31'4~f431-lfT111'-'f('1>fltt i:t~ ~ f~ I 

~ ~ 'li~ ~-fP f~ II 
31'4\'Sf""la-m;:f-'t <181'1~ I 31 i•i"'0dl irrf.:rf.r ~ I 

"' 
~-:f5't>ll('ifd'4 ~ ~-~ ~Sf: 11 

(121) Priyoparodhab yathi 
Evialanta-virarii ........ (Vol. IV p. 1213 ). 
This verse is the sam~ as No. I supra. 

(122) Hastenabhigbita4 pil;li-ta4anam/yathii-
Mudheva veviramguli (?) ........ (Vol. IV p. 1214) 
1t,StT ~ (? l{i q~) ~..uj~-~..,.-ftlara~~ I 

~*5l{lir (!~tfdj~Uj irrfVrflrr ill ~ ftraj" 1jf~f-N1f't:fij 11 

'!•i ~q<t!lft"51 (SICN'll<tl )~~-f«..,~'11'1~~ I 

~ w:•dCl~<t irrf.:rf.r ilT ;;if~ firlt if'Mfl!ISQ~ I 

Note : This giithi is somewhat corrupt. It is interesting to find that 
the first half of this giithii is almost identical with the first 
half of Lilavai No. 1256 : 

(ft m' flCrf<16If~~~-ftraio'~~~ I 

3Jt!:1' Cf' ~ ftriffl tj ii 'HI ~ ~"!H5 l!;Ol ftr :rT 11 

The commentator presumes the reading 'paveviraiiguli' for he 
renders the expression into Sanskrit as 'pravt.pamininguli'. The 
letter 'va' in 'mudheva' is probably a misreading of this 'pa'. The 
near identity of the first two halves in Lilavai and SP raises such 
questions as 'Does the author of Lila vat draw upon, for the first half 
of his githii., an earlier source ? or, 'Does Bhoja directly borrow the 
whole giithii. from that earlier source ? Or, 'Does Bhoja borrow 
the first half from the author of Lflavai (with necessary modification) 
and add the second half to make it an example of 'Plt:ti-t~anam' ? 
It is not possible in the present state of our knowledge, to say dcfi· 
nitely if any of these alternativ.:s holds good. 

(123) Hasten&bhighital} pai:i.i-ta~anam/yathi-
Ekkam paharuvviam ........ (Vol. IV p. 1214) 

~ ~af ~ ~-~ <ftatffi I 

ifr f.r ~q~ '11'~ ~ ~ ~?fl:il' 11 

~ lil'~-ftnt ·~ .,.--~'1 Cf~ I 

msftr ~T lAT ~ f~!t<t' 'li~ 11 GS. l. 86 . 
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(124) Mlna-dbirai;ia-s&marthyam mi.na-S&kti~-yatba-
Kelie vi rause ( ?) ........ ( Vol. IV p. 1216 ) 

~~ f<f q;a' 111' ~~ ~~!Tif I 

~~arefif Cf ~ ~~- a;q~· atilf~ 11 

~ ~)fq~ 'f Wm ~ITT<f;:ri.f I 

ll"l'fu~ imr=tf~~: 11 GS. II. 95 

( 125) Mina-p&Scattapo mininuilayah - yatha
Agahia-daia1;nu~1ao - - - - (V~l. W p. 1216) 

3f11f~~~) qo~ ararif-s: ar~-fcr~~ 1 

't;(afq°·fiir~~lT-lfaft fer ~~31'Cf-1fif11T-~aft :JI~-~ 11 

aJirfrd'~fl.fflli!<flf: in"~if!Tfu' 3fi:W!:f·R~: I 

rn-f.r~fi:r:r-~~ ~-~-~ '{ttfi;Nl'I: II 

us 

This verse is cited earlier ( p. 1043 ) by Bhoja to illustrate 'mado
pi.dhina' one of the 'minabhaitgopidhi's. 

( 126) Te~u priyigamodgho~ai:iam priyagamana virti / yathi
Kuc;lc;tammi ohi-visara - - - - (Vol. IV p. 1219) 

fgf1:ir :irfE£-Cfr(,·<-=t{T-~'1'11l'Ji-1Rr-q'Rro 1 

Rlf11l'ef~ forar;;g~ ili1' q f 431fll ~urr ~~ 11 

f'ltl~fa"-<fm1:-~~;r-'q'f!lf'~~: I 

fir~~ 'l"1f lfiT q-llrnf<T ~ 11 

Note : The latter part of the second half was metrically defectivi=. 
I h:ive therefore, emended it. The idea seems to be that ill ordinary 
course of things the devoted wife, on hearing the good nev.s of her 
husband's return from the journey, used to go out of the house to 
welcome and congratulate him. Here she was busy counting the 
lines on the wall indicating the days or the duration of the journey 
and was disconsolate. Her friend or maid announces the joyful 
news of her husband's return from journey and suggests her to go 
out and greet him. 

(127) Sidariti5aya~ sambhramo yatha-
Sahasa pattammi pie ........ ( Vol. IV p. 1220) 
~~r i:r~fTif f<r~ ~~ruR-~Q:-f'1fQ3r~&r 
~ ij"~ ~~T tr3f ftr ~ 'llf q'r=t-s: 11 

~~r ~ f!rq. ~~'.fMi{GIM-ftrf~ I 

31'flrt wrs<f~-~ qo{1fftr tr1 rf Wrofu 11 

(128) Kamiturigamanam priy&bhyi~/yath&-
U a jiva Si kilammai. ....... (Vol. IV p. 1220) 

.. .a-JI' ~rcr ~r f'l:in=i:rt arar
1
nw .. m~-f.ftarnrr~ai"f. .1 

(ff q'ffl ~~~a'( fUr11rf~f31'·'1fl1ft"<~ ~oft u 
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'TH itT!ffflr if~rnf~ 31Wlfia'-ITT~-P.ff{1'='11h11u11'1*lli 1 

a'r<f~ 'l'~f a"iT f;rtfcrd'-~ ~; II 
This verse is drawn from HV. 

(129) Sakhya.di-sampad~ parijana-pramodal!.fyathi-
Vi.saHhiammi sohi ........ (Vol. IV p. 1221) 

<rr«f?fl:ir m~-'fmft«-i:nrrf~atiUIUti~ 'Pl'~ I 

arc~~-m3f-fciq~ ij'f~-ll'ceit ~ ~fl:ir fci ~ 11 

crm-ft'fetwr'il'f-q'fuiN-smrftrcrr<r;rq"J~: 1 

31'~-it'fi-fci~; ij'~--a'~a"i'f ~sfi:r i:sa': 11 

( 130) Citta-santo!?O ma~-prahar~/yathi-
Dilraviambhia-pasaro ........ (Vol. IV p. 1221 ) 

f{-fciaff1l31'-'f«U <f;31'-<j;'i'Jf-fvpr~-~-~~ 1 

f~lt UT ~ lITT"fu31'T arffiar-fcfari fci ~ q'~ 11 

f{-f.i31fl:1lJ--sm<.: Wo-<f;rcf-f.nr~ ~*'r~f.:Kr: 1 

~~ 'f}fITTr «fV 31'~~fciiti2'sfi:r ~: q'fl:o~: 11 

( 131) Snehatirelca~ prema-pu~tiJ!./yatha-
~ immahia-kusuma parimala ........ (Vol. IV p. 1222) 

~qfi{df·Ji'f-q'fl:irw-ftiar-f~ar31'Tt:!; fci 'f§at <1fw-~ 1 

qilt fit'll'fl:ir ~ q'~ o~ \Niat4f~q tvmuurr 11 

f•riffvra~q-qf<'f~-~-~ arfq +ttfti<14fw ~CiJT 1 

Sllfq fsrif llf~: q'!f~: ~m- f.:p{1nrrr II 

It is very probable that this verse is dra'Wn from HV. 

(132) Snehitir~ preipa-pu~ti4/yathi-
Toseviammi rasiiL ....... (Vol. IV p. 1223) 

d'T ~ fit'3T~ U«3fT or ~arorfRJ fci3ffuar-"R~-\~ 1 
qf<all«-~~~-araruar~r fVr~ ~. 11 

cf\'IH'lfii: tsrii -m:ril mi't ~'fl:~ fCflfif«dlNw~ 11 

q'f«iPf'-W-~11<1•wcf1f~a1 f.:Ht"l~fd ~: 11 
This verse is drawn from HV. 

(133-134) Ratiprakar!?Oday~ spigii.rav~ddhi~/yathi-
Ua :r;iiapii.avariai;ie ........ (Vol. IV p. 1224) 

-a-3f fiJrar-qrarcr-l:arar ~31' ar.ir<rar-fir~ fir3ffl:ir 'tlUfa- 1 

mmr-~..q-e--u armn d'rct' q'ij"f<i q'f<3\1tn 1 

•n!f f;:pr-'f~·l:cif m- ar'!U<r-fq~ fsrit 'IJ'Ul'fu 1 

~·f.fn-~-Sl'ITT OTI <•tR'dfi I: sm~ qf«iN : 11 

The verse is most probably drawn from HV. For there is mention 
of 'pidapa-mtila ( parijAta tree from the celestial garden of Indra ). 
( ii ) Tie savisesa-diimia ........ ( Vol. IV p.· :i224 )' ·· 



I • - -f 

BHOJA'S SRNGARAPR.AkASA 

aTit ~"ifif31'~-f~ ~-~I 
m..:i1~\atlt{ fVrtlrat ~-i;cvrrar 3jUl\'l->i-t ~ II 

~ m-n-{'f~fflT~ t'isi\\d~ I 

fsrll•!.-fdlfT ( =•.,(fci4Cl"llr) ~ m*ii•ll'!011'1l+f\l'rl"j '1~'{ II 
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This verse is already cited earlier ( p. 1046) by Bhoja to illustrate 
'vip~bhibhaval}', one of the kinds of 'mininubhava-saukhya'. 
He cites it also in his SK ( p. 678 v. 350) to illustratei'Kathli•vylpini 
niyiki.'. It is drawn from HV. 

(I 35) Purastrl-sambhramo nigarika-k~bhah/yathi-

Sambhariam pi i;ia gai;ihai ( ?) ........ ( Vo. IV p. 1229 ) 

mf<at fq Uj q~ ~ 1Jf ({ o~ 3f1ff1:"q I 

of.fat aR!3f 1Jf 3f ~ ~1Jf "J:~-"f'CliT 11 

~'ICflffif '1" wra ~iffq- '1" CIC{ ~ jqlj fa arW I 

~crirfit afwct '1" ~ fITTll'fu ~ ll'crfcr-\il"1": 11 
0 • 

(136) Anavarata-pikam kapittaa-pikam/yathi-
Sotum suham i:ia lambhai (?) ........ (Vol. IV p. 1241 ) 

~ ~ 1Jf ~ 3focit ~ ~fcr«~ I 

~-~ Cf ~ '«of tff3f-~ 11 

~ ~v.,. ~1 i~ cr'flfitq+f('4 1 

~-lf'i~ ~ ~ mq'~ II 

This githi is included by Weber in his edition of SS (No. 910) 

SUPPLEMENT 

( 1 ) Uttami dhira'ni¥;Jha-mugdhi yathi-
Taha muddhie puloio ........ (Vol. III p. 618) 

~~~~-~~~fcf I 
\if'~ ~ 'firf ~~ 'f'iflT ~ftir fcf ~ift 11 

d"fT ~r Sl'm1: r~u er~~ ~ 1 

ll"-IT ~: Sf'1fif ~if tf~ ~~: 11 

( 2 ) Kani~~ha aniifilha-madhya yatha-
Atta vac;lc;lhalrumirl ........ ( Vol. III p. 627) 

amT ~~-JlfTU if:;;tJ~ ~~ lf*fl' I 

mmr~ar-3i«<r-~31'f'Jf ~fit'~ 11 

f~e-: (~fli') '14~ srlff6"''i1:1lf<:-~ct·lfl' V<?rift 
mm-~~-~ 41•4+tf.:I ~ 11 
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( 3 ) Dhiro4ba-pragalbbi yatha-
Pekkhasi ~imi~o ........ ( Vol. III p. 632) 
if.Rft; atfUrf .. «-~ \iftrfu ~-'ti~-~-ac&:<k.;_o1 1 

Gfl ar ~ftnrarar ~ t ~ ~ 1 
~6"sft'tf .. tt~ ~ ~-'ti~-'91f~dl!H166: I 

'!g:g 't' «lflr l!"R ~~~~:II 

( 4 ) Uttam& adhiri yatbl-
Su haa tuha viraha-huavaba ........ (Vol. III p. 633) 

§Q'.3f \J~ fq-q-Q"3fCfQ:-t!'fffl-fii'.3faTWf~~-f6~ I 

~if fir cm(~ ~-q'f<ira-~ ~ 11 

~ ij'<r ~~~-srm-~"'-i=«~-fft'wr: 1 

~ ~: ~ ,...qftira--ii~ ~: II 

( 5) Uttami adhiri'nii4hi yathi-
Kanto majjbasamas~ ........ (Vol. III p. 634) 
~o) ~ tl''ffil'11UJ'~~e-<111:-foar~ ~"f~ ;;fiat 1 

~~~firirif~ II 
tm if1I' tl'imnf~-«R:·f~d i<H: «flf \JfrA'~ I 

~-~ dffit?iN ~~ 11 

( 6) Uttam& dbirodhamugdhi yathi-
Niddii.vasamaanumm11a ........ (Vol. III p. 634) 
fiir(T.:cr&"-lf3"aifl:lf<_;~--i~~-~ lrj;jjaf I 

~lq~-m31'J1J: ~ ~ fVr~ 11 
f;nmi'4t~ij'j .. ¥fj{'S~l'jf-\Oj;:'jljfl\; rnR I 

~ aq<'Eftq ~II 

( 7 ) Kani~~hi adbir& yatbi-
R.u44hantie ~im sown ........ ( Vol. Ill p. 642) 

Ef\Flfdlc! ( ? ~) d'Vr~ ~ ~ ;;rrf ~ I 
iJ1"( ~31' q'~ ~~~II 
'JfUTrc'1T (~ ~) T'J'rf.r ~ ~ ll'fA' ~ 
dli'acr sr..mt arm arrti'ffi:r ~ 11 
Thia gltbi occurs in GS (IV 79) 

( 8 ) Kani"thi adbirinii4ha-pragalbhi yatbl-
1'.f avalaabattbo gam.iJ:ll ........ (Vol. III p. 644) 
Ujq{'Siji{~f.I ~~ ~ ~-~ I 

~-iITTrvr-~ vsvs1aifd ~ n 
., .. \i'Sd I~ V11Pft'~ !~ 11111'-~ I 

~-1f1f1'!'-Hil•P!fhn4r: ~ arwrf.r 11 
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( 9) Dhira'niidha-madhya yatha-
Phangucchana-dohalina ........ (Vol. III p. 646) 

<flUl.,..&or~ (amrm ~) irflf-~ 1 

'!"R-Ruur-~ 3f ~ 'iff"lf~fu II 

lfil1.•[i:«4 ( = 4tl~lM~) ~")~qol arGrITT ~ 'Vllf-~~ I 

<tmR~-~ ~ ~ ~ II 

(IO) SistribhimAno yathii.-
Cam chaiiikhAhi Paronkham ........ ( Vol. III p. 724 ) 

'f ...... ff I ~ ~ ~ 4' ~ 'fffnrr ~ arr1J1J~ I 

t1\41 f(053il m1i ~arr ~ fcr ~ p Raf ~at II 

SI i:q&fil\ ~ ~ ~ 4T cr<I' 'El'fan;: ~ dl'J1llf-~ I 

~iflfffill'"f{ ~~ 3P!~ ~ aIT'f 'Ill!" ~ ~ 11 

(11) Caturatibhimano yath5.-
Bahumannasi haripanaam ........ (Vol. III p. 72S) 

if§i!Oujfu ~..qvraf ~ fu'arim 'mt1f-~ I 

all ~ 1\~ «~ ~ ~ ~..w)at II 

if§l1rqe ~-m ~~ ~ G'm'-~~ 1 

1') ~~~ 1\~~ ~'lllcr<T ~~-~II 
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This verse which mentions Hari,. the lord of gods (Indra), the 
jewel among trees ( Parijata tree in Indra's garden) is obviously 
drawn from Sarvasena's Harivijaya, an epic poem, now lost. This 
verse is cited also in his Sarasvati /cm#hiibhartl'Tµl (p. 550.) by Bhoja. 
There we have a few variants: 'Mantesi mahumahapai:ia~m' 
Manu~e (?mantrayase) madhumatha-pra.J).ayam) ancl 'Ojasu 
muddha-suhavam' ( Apajahi mugdha-svabhivam ): The reading 
'mantesi' offends the metre and the form 'ojasu' is rather ungram
matical. The Prakrit root 'jaha' (Sanskritv' Jha) leads us to expect 
the imperative form 'Jahasu' and not 'jasu'. 

(12) Madhyamasya traso yatha-
Anjavikalajja kahakahavi. ....... ( VoL III p. 737) 

ariNI" fcr ~ ~~ cr.Q er.~ fer ur ~ ~ 1 

~T~-'tlll1cilit ~~II 
arm~~~ ifi-t ~or~ i:f~a1r .. 1 
.... "l:Cficii~-'tlll1ciill I ~i:lfT 31lfTR II 

This glthl. is further on (p. 758) cited by Bhoja to illustrate 'utta
m~sya trAsal!.'. It is cited by Abhinavagupta in his A.bhinavabhii.rat I 
(Vol. I p. 279 ). There the text reads 'Sacchahli' in place t)f 

'K'.omalae'. 
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<I 3) A.S3msa yatha-
Hojjavai:ie so diaraha ........ (Vol. III p. 784) 
~ <tuT ID ~ ~ fcr ~~-af+:il~I I 

!ffi' (oilctij(Of ~ ~~ II 

~~ ~-« ~ ~ 3f11Jfurij1'1tlf+:~ki:'51 I 

srRt (i'llctel~ '!~ si-cmr-~:mf;:r II 

(14) Anubandho yatha-
Gai:ihai kai:t!ham.mi ........ (Vol. III p. 784) 

. ~ ~ ~ ~ 'OJ'3fUl'T1: ~ ~ fti3T3t I 

qoif ~OI fi:'l '(Ol'1lf)-~ ~Of ~ 11 

f!lfrfu ~ flli:'5l"'141fa ;pR ~ ~ ~ I 
SPPr-Wi ~ ~ ~ ~ II 

( t 5) A.kutam yatha-
Ta chivai ti. i;Uacchai. ....... ( V.ol. III p. 786 ) 
ITT ~ <:rr fVr~ <:rr ~ "{af fq ITT<r ;~ I 

~ cttu: lff Cfil'li~cr4\ori;'5) ~1 II 
~ ~ amt~ oT<H{ ifiUftr ~ kl l<l""!i<llf.i I 

arW: f'lifilffl qfu: Cfil+flffiq-~: O"ro: II 

(16) Vatsalyam yathi-
Jhatti samughi~hara ........ (Vol. III p. 789) 
ll'fu' ~4lVl'~-fuft-Cl'3f1Jl'-~~'11of ~aj I 

'!af-~~-ilf~-fiil'aR-m ~ ~-irarof 11 

~fu ~'!k-w~-P.ft"~-~-t1·10;i'11!jf~o'l 1 

'P!"~-Wff-~-~ 'f'iffi ~ 11 
This githii. as well as gathii. ( No. 12) are probably drawn from 
Vakpati's 'Mahumaha-viaa ' ( Madhumatha(na) vijayu) a Prakrit 
epic now lost. 

( 17) Prema yathii.-
Mae Kaija Kanco ........ ( Vol. III p. 790 ) 
~ Cfi\NI I (\I I q;;;;5ijqffi l( @fu' fl:ffiri3IBT I 

'I' ~qu{ftr ~fffif f.r ~~ <n<fffi 11 

i:fl<:r: (? ~FV) ififl~t<»n: ~~ 1f<fRr A~r : 1 

if ~~ ~~ arfir ~-~ Olf'rfm: II 

(18) Ucca-jatau ya upajayate sa u~ yathi-
K.eligabbhasaricche uru ........ (Vol. III p. 7~2) 

~~-tfi'q"-tlf<;;i ~ ~ ~3f~ I 

~ ~, ~ ~afjf~ar ~ II 
~-tflt~ ~ ~ ~-~'fl1JT: I 

"3#5«fd m ~ ~~rf~~ 11 
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(19) Sama-jatau (ya upajayate sa) sama~-yatha-
Saiikeaiisuamai:io ........ ( Vol. Ill p. 792 ) 

~t3f-~i:rvfr tf~1{3fT-'l'i:S~-~3fr I 

;fit tJaf UT ~·311: ll~T ~ ~~ 

~;::flc~J:A'T ~~q-fo·-ef~-or.c.1'~-~;: I 

;;mt ( m) ir;t rr ~·H~ tfrq-r~~i iirf ~.:r 1 

This gatha is cited further on two more occasions : Once ( p.815) 
to illustrate 'pracchannanuraga' (of 'sulabha' type) and once again 
( p. 893 ) to illustrate 'sanketotkan~~a'. It is to be noted that the 
text reads 'vidao' or 'pidao· in place of 'govala' (the reading pro
posed here). This proposed reading is based on Sobhakaramitra's 
comment on this verse in A/mi1kiiraratniikara ( p. 190 ). seep. 93 
above. 

(20) Atiprakaf.ah praka~a~ ( svarupanuraga~ ) yathii-
Jaro jano i:ia ai:iai ........ (Vol. Ill p. 795) 

~am- ~ofr ur 3fT1Ti~ U'J'l'lT1J'f ~"3ifinns il~~ 1 

~ ~~r ef~~rur ~r~ fuf~.,· 1 

~ ~;:ft rr ~rr;nf-,· ~rrrt #rfq-<'f'l'f.r ~irrfiir 1 

~i-tlfrcf. lf'!'h:q-r ~:f~;trrt -::qr~ tTT<rr2. 1 

(21) Prado~iko ( naimittanuraga~ ), yatha-
Pattapaoso padivai:ii:ia ........ (Vol. TTT p. 797) 

q'~3ftm 'l'fs'cruur-1::f:5aft m3f-~-~T7T I 

~fCI'~-~-~ ~~ ~-~ I 

srrc:r-srirr: ef;;q-;;;r-lfP,<'ff ~i'f-~T-~T': I 

~~-~-~-lf'!'f<::~fr 'ir<ffrf lt<ff'iTiif: 11 
~ ~ 

(22) Vilepanlyo ( naimittikanuraga~ ) yatha-
Bohe(ai) pasuttam ........ ( Vol. 111 p. 798 ) 

oft~ ct 'l'rwt lf3foT ff!g11Tf11i' G'f<31-ir,·-'t;~g I 
or~-fm~-~·-orrr~·.;;1-Cf~31-fir,·~ 11 

oftefl«fTcr snfrf ~ f~;nrrt ef<::~i;;-<t;t I 

cmrirrrr-~-,rr-'El'ITfrr-!Jfr;:o;--.rr~~;·r-Cf;:;r;:r-~: 11 .. . 

(23) Prisadiko ( naimittikanuraga~) yatha--

16 ... 

~immariasandhiam ma ........ ( Vol. Ill p .. 799) 

firriITT'~.tjf~-~lfT <'IT<il' 3f ~-q'fs.1'4-ct'Tirl-'l'~T I 

~al' j<'d..,31~ ~rai'JT irf~ c::r ~rflf'Jft ;=ftrf tT3l'T 11 

frrflr-r-ii-f;:~..r-'f'iq-f i'ffCl"6'f ;p--!ff;cr;;r-~-sr-iru 1 

'I.~i° ~mrr~ ~ m-<r i:nfi:r:ir ~ irrrr 11 
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It may be noted here that this very verse is cited further on 
( p. 1212) to iliustrate 'avajiia-bhram5a'. 

(24) Gahana( -de5a )-m nirnitto ( naimittikanuraga4 ), yathii.-
Jhi.ijam tijham tehi ........ ( Vol. III p. 799 ) 
~\Nff:f ~fQ: '1~311 ~- 'T~~ I 

lii"ll'!fOOJ"-~Af'"~ ~-~3f~ II 

!;JfFi ~fr.n:fr~: i:n-·~f~·:iT ~ q('(J)"'f*: 1 

VflITTl"H-tr~: trt~~~-i"-;~rciT: 11 

This gathii. is cited further on ( p. 899 ) to illustrate 'saD.keta
tatparya'. 

· (25) Sevya{-desa- )nimitto ( naimittikanuraga4 ), yathii.- · 
~-fiJr~-R-~~..q'OJ"-fu-fV1·;{f~ I 

•f't(J)IU1{Q'. Clfuf~ ~;~ llT ~ G'fu3i"~ 11 

tF:~-fo:n:rm-~r-Ci~t?-<r'f-ffrmT..civnm: 1 
!J ' ~ I:'. 

OO'NT crmm (Cf~.fmm) ij"cftfu llT ~ -sra"tfg 11 

It may be noted that this gii.thii. is cited further on ( p. 901 ) to 
illustrate 'sakhI-sik~.' 

(26) Ka.lahetu4 ( Samanyanuraga4 ) yathii.-
Di:r;matar:iuanja:t;iaim ........ (Vol. III p. 803) 
Ruor-~fUf ~ \ii'~-~ ~-~~~ I .. .. ... 

. amrnrr-~-l];~ 3Tf~rfu;Njfu <fTif~ ~~ 11 

~--a;:<r~.;rf.:r ~CffCf\il'<w.r {C!fl:Cfdd 14)11661 fi:t I 

amr;;;r-mr-~ 3Tf~ ~ ~ 11 

It may be noted that this verse is further on ( p. J 198 ) cited to 
illustrate 'prasadhanam'. 

(27) Naisargika4 (Vise~nuraga4 ) yathii.-
AJ)avaHiel')a visamer:ia ........ ( Vol. III p. 808 ) 

3f'OM~ctui fcf11i:tuf ~T $fliUICfi(-q'~ I 
1Jf<f-\il'TOCfaTOT ~or~ O<f ~ ~311 11 

31'~'1" fcfq-q-q ~ $f.rcm:-~ I 
'l"<f-m~rr 31'nrr ~ ~ :aii@fijjar 11 

(28) ( Pracchannanuraga4 ) Svangana-vi~yo yatha-
PaJ;laam pac;lamapiii.e ........ (Vol. III p. 814) 
tl'lfaf q'iPf-fir~ ~\3'1\'rlft fcf ~-~ I 
g3fC('() fCf'1Jl'~~ 3Tf~ror-<rg-3lT-f<1{'51ef~ 11 

S11'1'lf 51'"~:p::r-ftr:rrn eflfl"<!"fi'PTisfi:r ~-~: I 
~-'fil ~~rf'lfl!:fasnr;:p.r-or~-~:11 
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This gathii. is cited further on (p. 1171) to illustrate ''pailc&duc;lhi 
K:anisp~a.·. It is however, cited in Sarasvati- Ka'{l{habharal'Ja to 
illustrate' prathamodqa-jyest~a·. There 'vh;1adijjai' is rendered 
into Sanskrit as 'sukhiyate'. The PSM however records only two 
senses: 'vya.kula karai;ia' and 'vic;lari:ibana karat;ti'. 

(29) Pracchannanuraga~. kumarivI~ayo yatha-
Ajja mae ucchaso ........ (Vol. III p. 814) 

This gatha is already cited earlier (p.642) to illustrate 'K:anist~a
aniid~mugdha' nayika. Its text is corrupt at both the places. It 
may be restored as follows : 

3f~ ;i-<!; ~ffi ~-~~ I ~)::;:~~·-iJ"~ ;i-«r"h:q:;'i!f.i:at I ~oih§04f(af I 

1T~S:-~-'f.'~ ~Pri'3f~·-n-r:.·fiiy3{ 11 

3{"1 lflfl lffq&'ffi: ( ? ~f!51") 5l'Tfa·~'f~~ I <:':ii'~;-~~ "lrfi<"lljOd I "l"ll("lifa

"liRflf I 

(30) Pracchannanuraga~ sambaddho yatha-
Rattim i:tiddaramio ........ (Vol. III p. 816) 

"<f°TI" for?.:3i"-<:f irar) R3t~T fi931~ ll"f?3f-q)'ffi"Q: 

JIT fucf~ fTI" G' Q~ -murarr atcft~ ~s: 11 

zrf~ f~<r<flfQT mt q-~<rT ll"f~-<rfiif<IT I 

JfT ~a Sf~ ~T.Ri~ ~f<:i 11 . ~ . 

(31) Pracchannanurago nirapadeso yatha-
Uggahiekkahuman ........ (Vol. III p. 816) 

;anrr f~~ifCf.'-~;i-3{ 'lll);;-Q:Tfi-1,g<:ri· ~.t,'IJf-Jl"TOQT;t I 

~;- or ~s: f~3f '<fmar-~ ;i-::s;~Tt:!; 11 

~¢~r.:f'ot;~cj' ri--r-~rHi'-~'.F"<{-~"!ff'f-~TWIT I 

Cf.fl rr ~fa· ~lf :q"flf-~ lfl"T&-<:rr: 11 

' 

(32) ( Alqtrimo' nurago yauvanaj~-) so'pi dvidha-Sa.riro minasasca 
Tatradyo yatha-

Campahai bfakai;i~ham ........ (Vol. p. 818) 

-;;i' er~ orr31-if.t 11::;:~ ~arr i:i:w.-G""~-feifoii.frf 1 
a' ~for T~ ~rv1 (_!Q' ;i-~~ G'.So 11 

~ <refd" facft<:r-'f.rui ;i-i:r Wf t:i:'if;>rq:r<:-fcffrrircft I 

ITT{ ~aT ~~ ~~,-q ~~ G',~ 11 

It may be noted that this gatha is cited further on (p. 1173). At 
both the places the text of the gatha is quite cor11Jpt. 
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(33) ( Titra sambhogo ) rnadhyama-visayo yatha-
Suraavasanavilio ........ ( Vol. p. 828 ) 

~3fl'iTe'I 01 f"I f~3fto-i3fT3fT ~3ft~-<J3f0f-<ti~T3ft 

Qf''iD"4f':;;gff3ft fqo3ff3ft CTUlJfT '.!~affir 11 

~JCfij"fif~fCl"<raT: ~~if-Cii~: I 

3fITTflW-~~W~: fsr;:rr: ~T: q'~ 11 

This gatha is also cited further on (p. 841) to illustrate 'rnadhyayl 
uttarnatvam sarnbhoge .. 

(34) ( Tatra sarilbhoge) rnadhyama (? madhya) vi~yo yatha-
Pariosaamhi sahitamhrni ........ (Vol. p. 828) 

i:rf(3ftfu3f fi=Q: ~t"f~ ;:rfJ:q <TTii-'TITT~111'1!af1fTir I 

3f•l!ifiif-~-';(f1"~Ii"f11J"i'U-~ :i:rviQ,fQ: 11 

i:rf·ni'l f"l 11 ffir ~f ~ af~irif rrm--lif~'D!~i:rE>~fr:r 1 
' ~ 

(35) Ragavardhanatve sa eva yatha-

' 

Ai:iavaraakelipasaranta ........ (Vol. Ill p. 837) 

:$t-oron:3f-lif?-'ift"~'i-~-q'ilff~-ffff·!~::i I 

llloT formfirriJf fc;q;sr ~h '.!ilfr arf ~q' ih=Ti 11 

arrr::r<:'.i-~-JHf'~i_'i:rT~-5rfl~~-=f'uo~1i:r 1 ' :?j I. ' 

i:rf.r f<f!1rrnf qq '<fqfr,· '.!-n:hr-=r~ ~i:r 11 

r'grafcfolty record my thanks to Dr. H. C. Bhayani and Prof. M. V. Patwardhan for 
susgcstiitg improved readings in some cases, 



Plate I Interior Decoration, 

Keshariya Temple. Jamoda. 
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M. S. MATE. 

Jaina wall-paintings are much less known than either the miniature text 
illustration'> or the cloth-scrolls preserved in Jaina Bhandars. Early Jaina 
murals have been noted from the Deccan and the Karnatak. These mostly 
belong to the Digambar sect. The earliest of thest" are dated to the eighth 
c.!ntury w;1ile ti1c latest were executed sometime in the fourteenth century. 
The former were from the cave temples at Sittanvasal and Ellora, the latter 
from a structural temple at Tiruparutikundram. Both these naturally bear 
strong resemblance to contemporary regional styles. There is little except 
the themes to distinguish between the paintings of the Jainas and those of 
the followers of others sects. And although they have much in common with the 
Jaina miniatures of Western India as far as the broad outlines of thematic 
contents go, there is no stylistic affinity between the two. They are an appli
cation of the Southern or South-Deccan styles to Jaina subjects. 

A similar but much later expression of region-period conditioned content 
of Digambar Jaina Mythology at Jamoda in Vidarbha (Dist. Buldhana) has 
b.!en rec;:ntly uncovered. The word 'uncovered' has been most advisedly 
u,;ed. For, the murals w.:re covered by dust, dirt and DDT and these three 
'D"s had practically obscured them. A few scholars were aware of their 
existence but their true charm was never revealed to anyone prior to their 
chemical cleaning by the author and one of his colleagues, Dr. Mujumdar of 
the Deccan College. The world of colour and line that became visible was 
enchanting in the extreme. Painted on the spacious walls of this Adinath 
shrine w:re sc.:n:!s from the lives of various Tirthankars. Using deep crimson 
and green background'>, the artists have released a mass of figures - animals, 
birds, human b.!ings, structures, hills , rivers, trees - in lighter shades of 
vermillion, yellow, green, gold and blue. All these arc contained within 
firm out I incs in black. Some of the pands reveal brushwork as dexterous 
as any. 

Jamoda is a sleepy little hamlet today. The curious soul would be amazed 
to find the ruins of brick-structures, mainly residential buildings, spread over 
an e."<tensive area all around the village. These ar..: the mute witnesses of 
a bygone <lay when the place was populous and prosperous. As an important 
transit station on the Malwa-D.!ccan route, it was an administrative, military 
and comm~rcial C.!ntrc. A mint was located here by the later Mughal emperors. 
Of the large number of m.!rchants that had Hocked here, the Jainas formed 
an influential section. Their munificence brought up the Keshariyaji Mandir 
sometime around 1750 A.D. 
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The structure is least like a traditional Jaina temple. It is a two-storeyed 
building and on both of these there is a single spacious hall. These are covered 
by domical ceilings supported on four very thick masonry columns and arches 
with multiple deep cusps {Fig. I). All plain surfaces, ceilings, arches, under
sides of the arches, pillars and walls are covered over with painting. The 
whole would easily amount to three thousand square feet. Purely decorative 
motifs consist, almost entirely, of foliage and flowers, miniature cypress trees 
in _ornate vases and bouquets of colourful flowers. No geometric patterns 
as in the Mughal, Rajput or Maratha works are anywhere in evidence. Kings, 
queens, princes, ministers, generals, holy men, lay disciples and attendants 
of all varieties abound. Purely iconographic subjects like schematic panels 
depicting the twenty-four Tirthankars also occur in good number. Of this 
vast and varied world in colour, three pieces are discussed below with a view 
to indicate the stylistic position of these murals. 

The first is one of the many groups of attendants male as well as female, 
that occupy a sizeable area of almost all wall surfaces. This particular piece 
(Fig. 2) forms part of larger panel that depicts the life of Lord Mahavira. 
The figures are all arranged in a horizontal row, the heads are in profile. Except 
for the trees that alternate with every human figure, there is no suggestion 
of nature and space. These schematic trees introduce a sort of rhythm in 
the composition. The figures are taut, free from any emotional expression 
and are circumscribed by bold black lines. It is difficult not to perceive the 
similarity between these rows and the ones on the walls of the temple at 
Tiruparutikundram. 

The story of the marriage, or rather, of the marriage that wasn't to be, 
is rendered in a manner slightly less traditional {Fig. 3). The Prince was 
persuaded and coaxed into accepting a bride. But the sorrowful moaning 
of the animals that were to be slaughtered for the nuptial feast provided the 
necessary excuse for Neminath to tum his charriot around and to speed away 
to a life of a recluse and a preacher. All the elements of the story are present : 
the'bride, the groom, tl1e altar, the priests, the musicians and so on. Unlike 
earliers paintings w;1ere all these elements were mixed up or at least mingled 
together and no compartmentalisation was attempted, in this case three distinct 
compartments are made. One, the stockade for the animals is the most 
logical and necessary. The marriage pavilion has been turned into a small 
rectangular panel that could b:! seen and appreciated even as an independent 
piece. The rest of the space in this large rectangular panel is filled in with 
horizontal rows of musicians, attendants, and onlookers. Even the usual 
device of drawing the figure of the hero slightly larger than the other figures 
has been forgotten here. The whole panel is something in between a miniature 
and a mural, deriving the rectang-Jlar insects from the former and the hori
zontal rows from the latter. A complete lack of any details of nature like 
trees, hills or rivers marks out the panel as a concept different from either. 



Plate II Row of attendants, Kesharlya Temple, Jamodis. 

Plate Ill Marriage of Neminath Keshariva Temple. Jamoda. 



Plate IV "Veneration of Ambaji" Keshariya Temple, Jamoda. 
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"Veneration of Ambaji" is the panel that heralds the dawn of a new era. 
(Fig. 4). It is a large, roug:1ly triangular composition some nine feet in length 
and two feet in breadth (or height) at the apex. In the centre is the shrine 
of Amba, on its right is that of Parshvanath, while the deity enshrined in the 
left hand temple cannot be identified due to flaking of colour. Flags, festoons 
and arches impart a mood of festivity. Unlike earlier paintings trees do 
not stand above the temple structures but are behind them - this is a signal 
departure from medieval practices. Around the three structures are thronged 
a large number of p:!ople, most of whom, judging from their costumes, appear 
to be princes and their courtiers. · Here again the figures overlap. They 
are not arranged in tiers of horizontal rows. The figures in the front that 
is nearest to the spectator partially conceal the ones behind them. As if to 
clinch the issue, the flights of steps on either side of the central shrine recede 
in the. background, the size of the steps diminishes as farther and farther they 
go. The visual perspective is not only understood but is also adopted. Charac
teristically, however, all the figures are in profile. 

These murals could'hardly claim to be a great work of art. They are 
of interest mainly as representative of a phase in the art of mural painting 
in the Deccan. This phase was a phase of transition when newer concepts, 
perhaps ofwestem origin, were creeping in and elbowing out the local (Deccani) 
and the still earlier Southern elements. They also make it abundantly clear 
that by this time the stylistic distinctions between the Jaina and the other 
styles, that were already few, had disappeared. 



MOTIVATIONS OF PUNARVACANA (Repetition) 

S. G. Momn: 

It is an admitted fact that the Piirva-Mima1nsa rules of interpretation 
have exercis!d tr~m!ndous influenc:! on the various disciplines of Sanskrit 
learning. An attempt is, therefore, made in this paper, to discover the moti
vations at the back of the use of the term 'Punarvacana' in the light of the 
different disciplines of learning. It must be m.!ntioned, in this context, that 
the list of a•1tho:ities cited in this pap!r is mi!rely ii lustrative and not exhaustive 
and is intended to support my findings. 

Th! sc'.1olar~ in the divers~ disciplines of learning have employed the 
two equivalent terms-Anuvada and Punarvacana-to serve the purpose of 
rep:!tition. Actually there is a vast difference particularly maintained by 
the writers on Piirva-Mimamsa and Dharma-Sastra in respect of the use or 
employment of these two terms. The writers on Plirva-Mlmari1sa and Dharma
Sastra are of opinion that in the case of Anuvada. there is no specific purpose 
at the back of its us.;. The association1 of one thing with another thing in a 
different context plays an important part in Anuvada. In the Punarvacana, 
however, emphasis or stress on the thing that is repeated, is more important. 
Roughly speaking, some hidden motivation must be there at the back of Punar
vacana. The fact that there must be some motivation at the back of the use 
of Punarvacana, is amply supported by the expression 'Puna~ sruti~' occurring 
in the body of the siitras of Jaimini. 

In the use of the Mimamsa term Punarvacana, the views of the writers 
on Piirva-Mimamsa and Dharma Sastra are diametrically opposed to the 
views propounded by the writers on Nyaya-Sastra and the Alarnkii.ra-Sastra. 
rn Gautama's Nyiiya-Sittra V. 2.14, it is maintained that whenever there is 
a repetition of a word and a sense except in the case of Anuvada, it is a case 
'Of Punarvacana. Besides, Vatsyayana in his comments on the Nyiiya Siitra 
H · l ·60 points out a sharp ditference 2 between the two terms - Anuvada 
and Punarvacana. In his opinion, therefore, the repetition in the case of 
Punarvacana is meaningless; while the repetition in the case of Anuvada is 
significant or meaningful. Even Srivi<;fya3-cakravarti on the Almi1kiira-Sanas1·a 
treats that except in the case of Anuvada, repetition is a fault or a shortcoming. 
From this, it is quite evident to the readers that among the writers on the 
Nyaya-Sastra and Alamkara-Sastra, there is a complete agreement on the 

2. ~'l'~TS~-Tflf: Q"~~-111 I ::sf".f~T;;<+-crrlfrSiRR: I 
~ ' "' 

;:-:rr<rWf. p-120 ( Ganganath Jha"s edition 1939.) 

3. ~ '<t" $'l'~'l''f'!qrofo°f1Cffl"fqqq ffl: I ~;;frq.:f) on ~~<h<f. p-34. 
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point that the repetition in Anuvada is meaningful; while the repetition in 
the Punarvacana is a else of meaningless - repetition. It may be casually 
mentioned here that the view point of the writers on Piirva-Mlmamsa and 
Dharma-Sastra is gen:!rally upheld by the writers on the diverse disciplines 
of Sanskrit learning. 

The origin of the term 'Punarvacana' can be traced back to the ~gvedic 
literature. Jn the ~g-veda, at several places. we observe the similarity of 
words, expressions and prayers and even some concepts. Sayaryacarya (1316 
to 1387 A. D.), the celebrated commentator of the ~g1·eda has utilised the 
principle of Punarvacana in interpreting the ~gvedic mantras at five places 
such as V·l7·5, V·41·17, Vl·I·3, VH·7·2 and Vll·58·5. ln this com
ments4 on the ~gveda Vll·7·2; and Vll·58·5, sayat,la has used this term 
for showing 'respect.' ln addition to this, when the meaning of the mantras 
is quite clear, the Vedic po:ts have used the expressions like k u vi d and a to 
show repetition. In this very context, it would be proper on our part to refer 
to the monograph of Dr. T. G. Mainkar who in his book 'Some poetical aspects 
of the ~g-vedic Repetitions' has shown the various purposes such as inspira
tion and reflection (p. 51), psychological and poetical motives (p. 56), imagery 
(p. 63), magic, theology and aesthetics (p. 80), etymological considerations 
in alliteration and assonance (p. 105), Homophony (p. 103), structural classi
fication of - repetitions (p. 48), syntactical arrangement (p. 49), universal 
urge (p. 19), social and historical background (p. 20), traditionalism and in
nate conservatism (p. 12), evolution of conventions (p. 95) developing and 
declining personality of gods (p. 76) etc. 

It has been accepted on all hands that the time of the Srauta and G~hya 
siitra literature is regarded as 800 B. C. to 400 B. C. and the commentators 
of these siitras have also made interesting observations particularly from the 
P,oint of view of Punarvacana. In the Narayat,la Vrtti on the Afraliiyana 
Sr. Sutra I. 12, it is pointed out that the word 'd a k ~ n i n at a~· is repeated 
only to clarify 'the natures of the sacrificial act.' On the Afr. Sr. 'Sutra II· 7 
Narayat,la further comments that the expression ' P r a s n i y a f is repeated 
only 'to put an end the relation of this satra with the preceding one.' It 
should be noted in this context, that in the Narayat,la Vrtti on the A.fr. Sr. 
Sutra, the repetition of the word i~ meant 'to avoid the meaning or the act 
being compressed'.6 On the Afr Sr. Sutra I· II, Narayat,la has shown the 
'great disparity' 7 as a purpose at the back of the repetition of a word. He 
further adds that the word 'e v a· in the siitra is indicative ofrepetition.R K'.arka 

4. ~r<fi'm<:r ~rr<i'"'t'•Pn-n:r4+J: 1 1i"T7;j1Ji~P:-l on ~~" Vil -7 · 2. 
5. ~ferorffi' ~fr ~rr<f"'t'rrirrif<frrf-.:ffr ~feror.::rr rr f:ifi'P:rT1Jl'~cr "f.i1"1Ji: ~;:qq-~ 1 

rf'l'7:Fror;:f~ on 3ff1!'"!. ~ra-~. I. 12. 
6. Also see : 3ff!l<f P.fta~: p. 297. 

1. <:rVinf~rt '!.,.,~::r;r~ q:ar<r~ ~<nlfl"T:rmrrr~ 1 Ibid. p. 308 
8. ~q"fiTT: 'l~if'f.': I Ibid p. 3'.?4. 

17 .. 
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(Probably 437 A. D.) on the Katya yana Sr. Sutra 22 · 8 · 24 remarks that the 
purpose of repetition is only to indicate 'gender'. Rudradatta on the Apast-
01itba Sr. S1itra Ill· IO· 2 points out that the purpose of repetition here is to 
indicate the 'complete nature of the act to be performed. Here it may be 
added that on this count, there is some resemblance between Narayar:ia and 
Rudradatta. Haradatta {1150-1300 A. D.) presupposes the relation between 
the Apastmitba Sr. s.-.rra and the Apasta1itba Grhya Sutra and observes that 
the purpose of rep~tition here is 'to follow a particular principle till the comple
tion of the act.' On the Apastarilba Gr. Sutra VIII· 23 · 5, he remarks that 
tb.e prec!ding four sutras are repeated here and the main purpose at the back 
of this repetition is to display 'that whatever act is laid down in the preceding 
sutras is quite different10 from the act that is laid down in the Succeeding 
sutra i. e. the sutra under discussion. Sudarfana, the commentator of the 
Apastamba Gr. Sutra quotes the Ap. Dharma Sutra II· 5· 11 on the Ap. Gr. 
Sutra VII· 17 · 13 and comments that the purpose of repetition is to show 
'Gw:tatt-Vidhi' i. e. a subsidiary act. In the Narayai:ia Vrtti on the Afr. Gr. 
S.ltra I· 13 · 2 it is observed that the word 'd ad hi' is repeated with the clear 
intention of showing that the d ad h i is 'to be used in the sacrificial act that 
is at hand.' The acquisition of 'specialu fruit', however, is stressed as a 
purpose at the back of the repetition in the Afr. Gr. Sutra III· 3 · I. At times, 
however, it is noticed that the word is repeated in the ASv. Gr. Sutra IV· 2 · 2 
for 'not laying down any restrictions' as such. In another context, however, 
the word is repeated particularly 'to lay down restrictions' on the Apast01i1ba 
Gr. s.1.tra I· l · 12 as pointed out by Sudar5ana. Rudraskanda on the Drahya
yar:ia Gr. Sutra IV·3· 16 and Khadira Gr. Sutra IV·3.· 17 significantly remarks 
that the purpose of repetition is to put an the connection of this sutra with 
the preceding one. It should be noted here that this view of Rudraskanda 
agrees completely with the view point of Narayat:ia. Adityadar5ana on the 
Ka{.haka Gr. Sutra I· 3 · 2 emphasises that the purpose of punarvacana is 'to 
bear in mind a particular important thing'. Maskari on the 'Gautama Dharma 
S:ttra III· 17 cares to stress that the purpose of repetition is to make the 'inclu
sion of a particular thing'. He further brings to light that the purpose of 
re.petition is to' give 'excessive importance' to the thing that is intended to be 
repeated particularly in his comments on the Gautama Dharma Sutra XX· 17. 

The probable date of Jaimini, the author of the Piirva-Mimamsa Sutra, 
is fixed by MM. Dr. P. V. Kane as 200 B. C. to 200 A. D. The term 'Punar-

9. '!~T lfii:rffUT <q ... ~'qlq11l'Rf' HR"~lf ~'TT~ I 31ftf. ~~~· 
V.2.14.(.p.171) . 

10. ~;::r: fo·~:q.ri:rn 'fi'J:fRf<:~ID'lrrT~ 1 Ibid. p. 283. 

11. !1!~9: ~q<ra-: ~~i'~ 'i:fr~!r~ Ua" ftt·~ ~T~~ ~'fcf'if'firy;11f~T1r· 
PfQ~J:{ I ~m on 31M. ~· p. 219. . 

12. ~""~ f«i ~rrcf'tf<f 'lj":;rf<iM«~¥ii:i: 1 3fITT". ~· p. 86 
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vacana' is used in Jaimini's Purva-Mimamsii at three places only- 11·4·15, 
VI·8·l0 and XC·1·18. It is also worthy of note that the commentators 
like Sahara, Kumarila afl.d others have failed to bring out the significance of 
this term particularly on the above mentioned places. It must be mentioned, 
in tl1is very context, that Jaimini himself has pointed out the purposes of 
Punarvacana in the body of the sutras by using the expression 'Pun ah 
S r u t i h ' in season and out of season in the body of the sutras of Purva: 
M mains~. Thus, the subsidiary act is intended to be stressed in Jaimini's 
P.irva-Mlmiirizsii 1·2·41, II·4·29 and III·6·20 and X·8·32, the purpose of 
laying down an act (vi d ha n a r th a) is emphasised at Jaimini's Pun·a
M.mii1hsii II· 2. 29 and VI· 4· 9, restriction ( fifl'f ) is st!essed in Puna 
M .. ma1izsii IV·2·24, indication (lak~ana) on the Purva-Mimiiinsii IX·4·44, 
exclusion (Parisarnkhya) at p,1rva-M;ma1itsa VI ·4·9 and I· 2·42, indication 
of fruit at P,lrva-Mlma1izsa II· 3 · 26, difference in name, form etc. at II· 4 · 8 
and the glorification of an act at Purva-M;mii1i1sii Il·3·29. Sahara on the 
Jaimini's Purva Mlmarizsa II·4· 16 has made the interesting observation that 
a thing is not said to be repeated simply because one and the same thing or 
the subject matter is discussed by many people. He also adds on the Purl'a
M mii1izsa III· 6 · 2 that if the thing is unnecessarily repeated the only demerit 
that arises is in the form of 'impossibility.' Kumarila on the Purva-M/miin1sii 
r · 2 · 41 points out the 'less glorious fruit' for the act that is intended to be 
repeated. It will be proper on our part to refer to the view point of Jaimini 
who holds in the P,lrva-Mlmamsii II· 2 · 2 that when there is no purpose at the 
back of repetition, then the repetition becomes meaningless. The late Pundita 
K'.evalananda Sarasvati in his 'Mlmamsa Ko~a· maintains that the punarukti 
or punarvacana can not be treated as a demerit. 

Tt will be proper here to refer to some cases from Pataiijali's Mahiibkii~ya 
in respect of Punarvacana. The probable date of Pataiijali is regarded as · 
150 B. C. In the Mahiibhii~ya III·3· 12, the purpose of repetition is pointed 
out a> an exception 1> to the exception. It may be noted that in PUrva~ 

Mimamsa, the purpose of Punarvacana is served by the Mtmamsa technical 
term 'Pratiprasava' particularly in the sense of 'exception to the exception.' 
In the commentary Tatvabodhinl on the Siddhiinta Kaumudl on Pinini I.i. 41 
it is shown that the purpose of repetition is to give the 'knowledge t6 ·of nit ya 
things' to the readers. 

13. ~·;~T!-:Cff1:frf;· ',!if~if'1'>{"Cf<T~~J{ I 'f\'IO'li~. p, 16 

14. rr 'if~: il1'4": Oi"ef.,:r: T-Cori:rR: ',!ifQffir ~f;· 1 w~ on ~i:rf;;. II. 4.16 

15. arur: ',!'icf'ififsrtmfer~irsf~sii"J{ 1 ~~. Vol. III. Para 291 
( arTii<f;"{ edition) 

16. arf;;CT~Cf.ffT'Hf~ ',!iicf'ififl!_ I ~·~sr'l)fc:r.=fi: P. 422 (Mori I edition 1949) 

17. ~)f QUfr <friT 'crr1i~~ f~~ mt q:mrf;; ·~Tf 5\'lifq: ',!rf:~uf 'f;;r;tff\i: 
3TfT.:r;i;)tr:' ~~.nft'-fi' fl1Ti;1.f mfi:1f~Tl1Tf'l" ~;;-ftrf.:r I <rg~a1. P. 364 

~' ' 
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It wjlJ not be a matter of surprise if the principle of Punarvacana is found 
in the Upani~adic literature. In most of the Upani~ads, the repetition gene
rally convey:> the end of the section or the chapter of the Upani~ad. Sankara
carya and Ananta.carya in their comments on the l~a vasyopani ~ad st 17. have 
shown 'resp.::ct' as the purpose at the back of the repetition. 

fn the ,works on Astrology also, the principle of Punarvacana is also 
found well appreciated. Utpala (850 A. D.) has shown in his comments17 

on the Br'1at-Sa1ithitii that the purpose of repetition is 'to remove the confusion 
in the mind of the students.' In the commentary 'Miirta1,1<;1avallabhii on 
the Muh11rta-Miirta1J<fa I· 5, it is pointed out that in this treatise whenever 
there is any repetition, one is expected 'to recollect19 or remember the thing' 
that is sp~.:ad out in the different chapters in the course of discussion. 

The importanc.! of the repetition is also recognised by the commentators 
of the cla.;sical Sanskrit literature. Here a reference could be made to the 
commentary entitled 'Rajamaiijari' of Pur1:1asarasvatI on the Miilati-Miidhamm 
VC · 18. Herc the commentator Purnasarasvati points out on the celebrated 
stanza ·preyo rriitram bandhuta. vii samastii' that the motivation at the back 
of repetition is to stress the firmness19 of knowledge. 

T11e motivation of Punarvacana also has an important role to play even 
in the domain of Alaritkiira-Siistra. The commentary 'Kamadhenu' on 
Vamana's Kiivyala1itkiira-S1tfra considers repetition as a serious fault20 or 
a demerit. Even Bhoja in his Sarasvat i-Ka~1(hiibhara1it has made an interesting 
observation on the Mlmamsii. technical term 'Punarvacana' from the point 
of view of the Alamkiira-Siistra. The view point of Srividyiicakravarti on 
the A/a1itkiira-San·asw1 is already referred to on the point at issue. 

Tile piin.;iple of Punarvacan·:1. is also recognised even in the field of drama
turgy. Ab'.iim1vagupta (1010-1050 A. D.) has made an important observa
tion2l in his commentary 'Abhinavabhiirati' on the Na(ya:iastra XXVLll · 133. 
On tile Na{ya.~iistra IX. 93, he, however, suggests that the purpose of repeti
tion as to convey the import of the performance of an act. The similar use 

.of - PiJ.1nrvacana is also made in his comm.!nts on the Na(ya.~astra Xll · 40. 

Even Yasodhara, the commentator of the Kamastitras of Vii.tsyayana 
has appreciated the importance of repetition in the sense of respect. He, 

18. ;;·~ ~~wir~ i:i"~ ~gf-qci: ~<:fRC!; ';!;.m'ffi"<i;:fi'f ~1 ;:iH 

;:q-f_•rsrrc;·!:f ~rn:lJl'ref;;' rr -irq-: 1 i:r~i:rrlf1r3 P · 5 ( edition 
c. ~-· 

wct:-1816) 

~"l:f 
of tff~:lr~'P'°. 

19. 'ffij'q'ffefi fcrfu°.:ri(~=ro'l~fi:r orr~<:<rr"! m~r<Pri~ '!rt": ';!;rt": srit~ccf orhr
:q-fi" I i:rr~'?a"Tl:rT!-.fif. P · 374, ( Kerala Uni. Publication No. 170 ). 

!fl'i~PlfoTii'f~~clf sr~<i ~)q-: 1 cr.ri:rJ-1 on cr.r~r~~q-. P· l 12. Benares 20. 
SK. Series No. 134, 1907. 

21. ';!;-l~'f'l"IG~~;:crircflf"f ~'{ I :)ff~rrcrqrofi. (Baroda edition) 
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in his comments on the Kiimasutra I· 2· 5 emphasises the importance of the 
word 's eve ta' in th.e si1\ra by pointing out that here the motivation at the 
back of th.is r.!p!tition is to show the seme of 'respect'. It must be mentioned 
here that the purpose for which. Yafodhara has used repetition can not be 
treated as a novel one. 

For the manifold uses of the technical term 'Punarvacana one will have 
to r.!fcr to t:1e varied Dharma-Sastra literature. Here in order to bring to 
light some salient points of repetition, [ restrict myself to the works of Kullii
kabhana, Devai:inabhaHa and Nllakan!habhana. (I) KulliikabhaHa ( 1150-
1300 A. D.) in his commentary on the Manu-Smrti, XI· 172 significantly adds 
that here the purpose of repetition is to emphasise the firmness22 of prohi
bition. This point is already discussed at full length by the present author 
elsewhere.23 (2) (i) Deva~abha!~a (l 126-A. D.) in his S111rtica11drika discusses 
the topic of th! es:>ential qualities of a minister and explains the significance 
of the word 'd vi j a', when already there is the use of the word 'v 1 pr a' 
in the text of Vyasa. Here he specifically adds that if the brahmin minister 
fulfilling the adequate qualifications is not available, one may appoint the 
other p!rsons from the K~atriya or the Vaisya communities as the minister. 
Under any circum>tances, however, no minister is to be appointed from the 
Siidra community. Here the main purpose of Punarvacana is the exclusion 
of a Siidra and the inclusion of the K~triya and Vais ya as the fit persons to 
be appointed as minister. Hence this can be treated as a mixed24 case of 
inclusion and exclusion. (ii) While discussing the topic of the rite of dis
charging urine, Devatfi:iabhaga quotes verses from the Manu-Smrti lV·45-47, 
pointing out the places where one is not supposed to discharge one's urine. 
In the text of the Ma11u-Smrti, we find the use of the expressions 'Par vat e 
and par vat am as take.' While explaining the significance of t11 is 
r!p.:tition, D.!var:ir:i:ibhaga refers to the opinion of the conunentator of the 
M1m1-Smrti w:10 holds that if a p:itient is unable to control hii sense-organs, 
he is allowed to discharge urine even on the top of mountain. Normally 
one is not suppo,.!d to discharge one's urine on the mountain or on the top 
of the mountain. But in the present case under discussion a 'special conces
sion' is given to a p1tient unable to exercise any control over one's own sense 
organs. Hence the main intention at the back of repetition is to give a special 
conC:!SSion2i to th~ suffering p:!rson. (iii) While discussing the topic of the 

22. '<irffiG"UST ... <:TT 11T'!: ( =. '•,) ~~·:f.rrr frr~1f11ir I ~rfe:ti1rff1:f1ili'1=Yi"f1-
f-M-~~lfN ~~!\ I 111~<1 

23. J. 0. I. M. L. Kerala. Vol. XVTII. Nos. 2 an<l 3. 1971. 

24. ~nftt' fqsrA~ ~.;rnQUT~ifJ~&l1Jl'ITTa1'1Tiif ac::<?e11li e:r~ '"zr <.rr 
f~'fqq I if '! !!Irllrf'i ~li'!l\ I f'J:f~f:ror.r olPiQ"P::'fiTIJS Part I P· 30. 
( Mysore edition) 

25. 11-i;·ir~llT<l<.r 1f.f f"f1Tu fu~ 9_;rr: tt".t;:'l"i:rf;;<r.i;r~i:rczr'1·r~n r:r<fcr '1 ~rq: ~fo 
<.r~:rfi:w:rcrn' <:'f"="'lft5i.f 1 f4fa'<ifot.i 311fliiifi'iifil"s. P·238. (Mysore edition) 

::!I -:t .... c:. '"' 
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rules to be o~s:rved by a brahmin invited for the Sriddha ceremony, there 
is th~ 1n!ntion of t:1e control over the speech and mind. In his comments 
o:l t\is ;n·tio:1, D:-.'a':lr:n'1:iana quotes lines from rhe text to show that such 
a brahmin is not expected to make any signs or symbols by his hands. From 
ti1i~, it is evident that for r;!sorting to Punarvacana, the textual authority 
is n:c!5Hry. (iv) fa his A~aucakai:i~a. Devai:ii:iabhaHa has also pointed out 
'the laying2S d')wn of an act (Vidhana) as the purpose of repetition. (3) 
on his Acara Mayiikha, Nilakai:itha (1600-1660 A. D.) has employed the princi
ple of Punarvacan;i to show the 'additiona177 fault.' He has also shown 
the same purpose of Punarvacana even in his discussion in the Samskara 
Mayiikha P. 53 and the Samaya Mayi"ikha p. 178. (ii) Nllakai:t~ha has also 
uU i>ed the principle of Punarvacana to glorify the importance of good qualities 
pirticularly in his N-ti-Mayit,kha p. 60. (iii) While discussing the topic when 
dep'.lty c:m not be app'linted or given, Nllakar:i~ha quotes verses from the 
Katyayana S!Tlfti in his Vyavahara Mayukha p. 12. In one verse, the word 
'st e yam' occurs twice. The purpose of Punarvacana of the word's t e yam 
is to s'.iow th~ a'J:>olute pro!i.ibition of an agent in all matters pertaining to 
theft. The present author has discussed this point in his article contributed 
elsewhere. 

From the foregoing discussion, the following legitimate conclusions can 
be drawn. 

(I) There is no unanimity of thought among the writers on the Piirva
Mlmamsa and Dhanna-Sastra on the one hand and the writers on Nyaya
Saslra and the Alamkara-Sastra on the other hand on the point of punar
vacana. 

(2) The writers on the Purva-Mlmamsa and Dharma-Sastra hold that 
in the case of Punarvacana, the repetition should be purposeful; while the 
writers on the Nyaya-Sastra and the Alamkara-Sastra are inclined to hold 
an altogether different view. They ·hold that the repetition in Anuvada is 
purposeful and the repetition in punarvacana is meaningless. 

(3) Thcpo.;ition adopted by the Mimamsakas and Dharma-~astra authors 
finds support from the writers on the other branches of learning noted above. 

( 4) The principle of Punarvacana is employed for the following purposes. 
(l) respect, (2) emphasis (3) injunction, (4) restriction, (5) nature of an act, 
(6) putting an end to the relation of the former topic of discussion, (7) vast 
disparity, (8) indication of gender, (9) observance of a particular rule till the 
completion of the act, (10) different act, (11) to indicate subsidiary act, (12) 

26. ~r;r "i~~?l"<rr.:r~•'l'.nfq ... <f'l"f=qramm:qfcr!rr.=rr~ ~.:r~'<A'fiif~,- if ~<l:riJJ: 
~i:rr~r<ifl:'fl"r-3ITTit«iT115. P · 68 ( Mysore edition ) 

27. 3f·:;i ;:frfo::t ~~.:r;r.:r ... ~.:r<f:q;:j ~T"fTfi:T'r:rr~~ 3fr<rR~. P·26. 

(Gujarati Printing Press edition, Bombay-1915. 
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acquisition of special f~t, (13) laying down restrictive conditions,{14) showing 
the absence of restrictive conditions, (15) bearing in mind a particular object 
or act or mantra, (16) inclusion of an object, {17) exclusion of a particular 
thing, (18) exception to exception, (19) showing anityatva, (20) removing 
confusion in the mind, (21) firmness of knowledge, (22) firmness of prohi
bition, (23) special concession, (24) textual authority for some rules, (25) 
additional fault, (26) glorification of good qualities, (27) absolute prohibition, 
(28) vast expanse of prohibition (29) end of a chapter or a section, (30) 
emphasis or stress on the words indicative of an u p r a s a. 

(5) It is further clear to the readers that the purposes for which the 
principle of Punarvacana is employed by the writers on Dharrna-Sastra and 
others branches of learning are quite different from the purposes for which 
this technical term is utilised by the author of the Pitn·a-Mimainsa S1~tras 

and also by Sabara and Kumarila in their comments on the same. 

(6) From the above discussion, it is further evident that the motivations 
of Punarvacana have undergone evolution in different centuries and also at 
the hands of the different writers of the different branches of learning. 



EARLY ANTI-CASTE MOVEMENT IN WESTERN INDIA: 
THE PARAMAHANSA SABHA 

J. V. NAIK 

By far the most significant cumulative effect of the British rule in India 
was the rise of a new national consciousness as had never been known before. 
The progressive stages of its evolution followed different lines in different 
regions depending upon the historical background of each case. 

Perhaps the earliest and the most determined resistance to the British 
rule came from a group of Maratha intellectuals in the city of Bombay. These 
intellectuals, as early as in the year 1841, made a devastating attack on the 
British rule, denouncing it as "the most bitter curse India has ever betn Yisited 
with". 1 While attacking the British, these intellectuals also made earnest 
efforts to fight prevailing obscurantism in the country, which they rightly 
thought was the root cause of national decline and degeneration. These 
men had realised that for the achievement of national emancipation the var
ious aspects of reform - political, economic, social, religious - were insepa
parable and had to be pursued simultaneously. Whereas on the political 
and economic front they could do no more than make the authorities aware 
of the discontent caused by the oppressive alien rule, in the socio-religious 
field they did initiate a movement which was quite revolutionary in its nature. 

In the l840's, some of these educated men belonging to diFercnt castes 
and creeds and led by Dadoba Pandurang Tarkhadkar, elder brother of "A 
Hindoo".2 formed a secret society called the Paramahansa Sabha with the 
object of demolishing caste and its attendant evils. Its members rejected 
idol-worship, abjured the narrow sanctions of caste, swore to regard each 
other with the feeling of real brotherhood and resolved to work for the eman
cipation of their country from the thraldom of old world ideas. The object 
of this Sabha was not so much religious as it was social and national. By the 
abolition of the distinctions of caste, creed and custom, it aimed at uniting 
all in one fraternity, and in the worship of One God. 

1. For a detailed analysis nf the early Maratha intellectual resistance to the British 
rule, see J; V. Naik "A.n Early Appraisal of the British Colonial Policy", Joumal of tlte 
University of Bombay, Arts No. Vols. XLlY & XLV Nos. 81-81, 1975-76, pp. 243-270. 

2. /hid : In the year 1841, Bhaskar Pandurnng Tarkhandkar wrote a series of 
eight long letters in the Bombay Gazette under the pen name of "A Hindoo". In these letters 
he exposed every aspect or the oppresive British Colonial rule, and earned for himself the 
honour of being called India's Martin Luther born "to effect, instead of religious, a great 
political reformation in his (thy) natal land". For a brief life-sketch of "A Hindoo"', and 
for the details or his letters as well as those of "A Second Hindoo ··, ''A Third Hindoo," 
"Philanthropy", "A Fairhcart" and others who all attacked the British rule, see J. V. Naik, 
"An Early Appraisal of the British Colonial policy", op. cit. 
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This first organised effort at social reform in Western India was however, 
short-lived. After 1860, the Sabha became moribund, though it did not 
completely die out as is generally believed.3 In 1867, it was resuscitated 
in the form of the Prarthana &4'amaj, with its emphasis shifted from the material 
to the spiritual; from man to God.• 

So closely interconnected were the Paramahansa Sabha and the Prarthana 
Samaj that some have made no distinction at all between them; and have 
regarded them as synonymous.s Others have ascribed the rise of the Prarthana 
Samaj, among other reasons, to the historical experience gained by the failure 
of the Paramahansa Sabha. They maintain that "out of the ashes of the 
Paramahansa Sabha the Prarthana Samaj was bom".6 There are a few 
others, who, with good reason assert that not only the Prarthana Samaj, but 
even the Satya Shodhak Samaj of Jyotiba Phule owed its origin to the Sabha.7 

A comprehensive review of the Paramahansa Sabha would therefore be 
highly illuminating for a proper understanding of the rise and development 
of social and religious movements in the Western India in the 19th Century. 
It will also help illustrate another important point; that, although the Prarthana 
Samaj was influenced by the Brahma Samaj of Bengal, the initial impulse for 
a renovating faith came from within and was racy of the soil itself.8 

The movement for social reform in Maharashtra originated with the 
first generation of English-educated men. Although the island of Bombay 
had been under the East India Company's rule for long, it began to receive 
the impact of formal Western education only after the appointment of Mount
stuart Elpinstone as the Governor of the newly constituted Bombay Presidency 
in 1819. Elphinstone laid the foundations of modern education which pro
duced a renaissance in Western India. Especially the educational institution 

3. G. N. Madgaookar, Mumbaiche Vaman, 1863 ( ed N. R. Phatak ), Bombay : 
Mumbai Marathi Grantba Sangrahalaya, 1961 p. 344. 

4. Report of the Prarthana Samaj of Bombay for the First sixtce11 years 1867-1883. 
dt. 26. 12. 1883, p. 2. 

5. See "Dadoba Pandurang", Manoranjan ( Diwali Special Issus ), 1910, pp. 3-4; 
G. M. Tbengc "Ram Balkrishna Ani Tyaocha Kai.", Masik Manoranjan, Vol. 29 (July
Deccmbcr), 1923, p. 351. 

6. N. R. Pbatak, Nayamurti Mahadeo Gol'i11d Ranade Ya11c/1e Charitra 2nd ed, 
Pune: Niekanth prakashan, 1966 p.82; James Kellock, Mahader G. Ranade: Patriot and 
Social Servant Calcutta : Association press, 1926 p. 19 

7. R. N. Cbavan, "Samaj Sudharncchya Itihasantil Paramahansa Sabheche Sthan" 
Navbharat No. 10, July 1971, pp. 39-46; Influence of the Paramahansa on J;,'otiba Phule 
is also referred to in D. Keer Mahatma Jotrirao Phoo/ay, Bombay; Popular Prakashan, 1964, 
p.S8; See also G. B. Sardar, Ranadepranit Samajik Sudharanechi Tatramimansa, Pune : 
Poona University, 1973, p.23 and A. K. Priolkar, Paramahansa Sabha Va Tiche Adhyaksha 
Ramchandra Balkrishna, Bombay : Mumbai Marathi Grantba Sangrahalaya, 1966 pp.59-60 

8. V. R. Shinde, Tlll!istic Directory, Bombay : Brahma Po~tal Mission, Prarthana 
Sarnaj 1912, l)p. 129-130 . 

••• 18 
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that perpetuates his name accomplished for Maharashtra, what the Hindu 
College did for the Bengal renaissance.9 

The dissemination of Western knowledge as a result of the new education 
gave a new impetus to the minds of the newly educated youth. They had 
read Butler .and Milton, Thomas Paine and Voltaire;1o and were exposed 
to Western ideas of rationalism and humanism. Jn addition, they had to 
contend with the Christian missionary, whose avowed aim was to convert,11 
and who indulged in an indiscriminate attack on Hindu customs and practices. 
Perforce the neo-intellectuals were obliged to turn their attention to an exa
_nination of the existing social and religious institutions of the Hindus. While 
the new spirit of inquiry made this new generation of scholars conscious of 
the general ignorance and the degrading influence of superstitions around 
them, it also made them highly resentful of the wholesale condemnation of 
their national life and culture by the Christian Missionaries and by the totally 
prejudiced British colonial administrator-historians like James Mill.12 

In this situation, the old order could no longer have any hold on the 
minds of these middle-class intellectuals. Though conversion to Christianity 
did not appeal to them, 13 Hinduism in its existing form was equally into
lerable. They detested the spectacle of social tyranny working against the 
nobler impulses of humanity by making invidious distinctions between man 
and man and between man and woman. Besides western literature, some 
of them had also studied the ancient writings of the Hindus and were convinced 

9. A brief but excellent account of the contribution of the Hindu College to 
Bengal renaissance is to be round in R. C. Majumdar, Glimpses of Bengal in the 
Nineteenth Century, Calcutta : Firma K. L. Mukhopadhyaya, 1960, pp.21-51. See also his 
"Henry Louis Vivian Dero1.io" Indica Vol. 13 Nos. 1 & 2 (March-September 1976) 
pp.113-119. 

10. A Political Rishi ( N. G. Chandavarkar ), "The Days of the Parama Hansa" 
Jnduprakash (Vol. 24, No. 21) dt. 25 May 1885, pp.1-2; According to Kasam Muhammadji, 
a Muslim member of the Ahmadnagar Branch of the Paramahansa Sabha, selected passages 
Padmanji, Arunodaya, from Tom Paine and Voltaire were circulated among the members 
of the Sabha, see Baba 3rd ed Bombay: Tract and Book Society, 1955 p.201. 

11. Referring to John Wilson, Bal Shastri Jambhekar wrote in his journal Darpan: 
"His avowed aim is to convert; but he wishes in the first instance to inform and to 
afford the means of judging", Oriental Christian Spectator, 1836, p.131. 

12. Regarding James Mill's The Hi<tory of British India, "A Third Hindoo" 
writes : " James Mill is an author biased and prejudiced in the highest degree, an author, 
who had never visited even from a distance, the shores of the country, whose history 
in general forms the subject of his work, and who is severely despised for his partiality 
even by his own countrymen", Letter of a" A Third Hindoo" dt. 29.10.1841, Bombay 
Gazette (Vol. Liii No. 111) dt. 6.11.1841, p.432. 

· 13. Letter dt. 16.3.1887 from Narayan Raghunath Nava/kar to Baba Paimonjl: 
" They thought if we ultimately embraced Christian faith - the religion of the rulen of 
the land-we would cease loving the country and all that was great and good in the land, 
and instead of taking any interest in the welfare of our motherland we would be completely 
denationalised and love everything that is English ". Arunodaya. op. cit. p.223. 
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that many ofthe customs at!d practices that prevailed in their day - such 
as idol worship, caste distinctions and priest-craft with its attendant evils -
had no sanction in the ancient texts.14 But the orthodox party then led 
by one Dhakjee Dadajee would not listen to reason and mend its own house.13 
What were these educated men to do in these circumstances? They were convin
C!d that the prevalent obscurantism was responsible for social degeneration 
and the consequent national decline. The society had to be reformed if the 
country was to achieve national unity and progress. 

To Bal Shastri Gangadhar Jambhekar (1812-1846), the first product of 
liberal education in Western fndia, belongs the credit of laying the foundations 
of three progressive movements in Maharashtra : Marathi Journalism, widow 
remarriage, and admission of converts to Hinduism. During his short life
span, he sincerely endeavoured to spread enlightenment among his feilow
countrymen.16 He could not however, completely break away from his 
orthodox Brahmanical moorings and therefore sought religious sanction 
for reform.17 

Among the educated there were a few who were not satisfied with the 
kind of mild reform advocated by the Shastri School. They felt that India 
had suffered on account of the divisions of caste which prevailed among the 
people, and there could be no national unity and progress unless this baneful 
institution of caste with its numerous ramifications and fissiparous influences, 
was completely done away with.13 It was these rebels in the educated camp 
who founded the Paramahansa Sabha. 

The moving spirit behind the Sabha was Dadoba Pandurang Tarkhadkar, 
who may well be regarded as the first rationalist of modern Maharashtra. 
He was basically a philosopher and his social philosophy rested on the twin 
pillars of rationalism and humanism. He initiated the first secular reform 

14. See Dadoba Pandurang, Dharmavivechan (Reprinted in A. K. Priolkar's 
Paramahansa Sabha va T1che Adhyaksha Ramchandra Balkrishna, op.cit.) pp.91-118. 

JS. Speeches & Writings of Sir Narayan Chandavarkar, ed. L. V. Kaikini, Bombay: 
Manoranjan Granth Prasarak Mandali, 1911 p. 94. 

16. Memoirs and Writings of Achr.rya Bal Shastri Jambliekar, Vols. I-III, ed. G. G. 
Jambhekar, Pune: 1950: Besides giving a good account of the life and achievements of 
Bal Shastri, this work also provides some excellent source material for the study or 
renascent Maharashtra; see also P. Padhey and S. R. Tikekar, "Bal Shastri Jambhekar ". 
Aajkalcha Maharashtra, Bombay: Bharat-Gourava Granthamala, 1935, pp.77-80. 

17. G. G. Jambhekar, op. cit. II p.xxxvii; V. G. Dighe, "The Renaissance in 
Maharashtra: First Phase ( 1818-1870 ), "Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bombay (N. S.) 
Vols. 36-37, 1964, p.26; M. P. Kamerkar " Bal Shastri Jambhekar and Bombay" 
The Quarterly Review of Historical Studies, Vol. xiv, No. 1 1974-75. p.37. 

18. Dadoba Pandurang, Dharmal'ivechan, 6p. cit., pp.113-118: /11d11prakash Joe. cit. 
( 10 ); R. G. Bhandarkar, a member of the Paramahansa Sabha, had said " Caste is the 
greatest monster .,;·e have to kill " Quoted in Speeches and Writings of Sir Narayan 
Chandavarkar, op. cit. p. 72; V. N. Naik, A Review of" The History of tho Pratthana 
Samaj ", Subodh Patrika (Vol. LV, No. 24) at. 9.10.1927 pp. 2-3. 
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movement in Western India, even before Lokahitavadi i.e. Go pal Hari Deshmukh 
and others appeared on the scene. A peep into his life and work should 
help us to clear many a doubt and misunderstanding that surrounds the Parama
hansa Sabha, and to view this early experiment at socio-religious refonn in 
its proper historical perspective.19 

Dadoba was born at Bombay on May 9, 1814 in a Vaishya family. He 
had his primary education in a traditional Marathi School run by one Damodar 
Pantoji at Jagannath Takalyachi Wadi in Girgaum, Bombay. In 1825, he 
was admitted to the Marathi Section of the Bombay Native School and Book 
Society, and was promoted to its English sectio:n. three years later. Jn recogni
tion of his merit he was awarded the coveted West Scholarship.2° Jn 1830. 
while still a student of the higher classes, the authorities were pleased to appoint 
him as an assistant teacher in the same school. He served the Government 
in various capacities: first as a teacher, then as an educational inspector and 
before his premature retirement in 1861, he was a deputy collector. All 
through his !if~ he was actively engaged in intellectual pursuits, at the same 
time working sincerely for the social and moral uplift of his fellow-countrymen. 

A man of studious nature and philosophical bent of mind, Dadoba turned 
out to b~ an outstanding intellectual of nineteenth Century Maharashtra. 
WheIJ. barely 24, he wrote the first standard Marathi Grammar which earned 
for him the honour of being called the "Panini of Marathi Grammar". An 
annotated list of 27 published and unpublished works of Dadoba is to be 
found in his biography by A. K'.. Priolkar.21 However, neither this learned 
biographer nor any other researcher of renascent Maharashtra has referred 
to the fellowing English articles of Dadoba Published in the Theosophist : 

I. Mystic syllable Onkar : Its Meaning, Antiquity, and Universal Appli
cation.22 ' 

19. This life sketch is mainly based on A. K. Priolkar's Rao Baliadur Dadoba 
Pandurang: Atmacharitra ani Charitra ( Dadoba's autobiography comes upto the year 1846, 
and the rest in biography), Bombay : Keshav Bhikaji Dhavale, 1947 (herein after referred 
to as Dadoha PanduraJlg ), and B. B. Keskar's unpublished biography " Dadoba 

· Pandurang", B. B. Keskar, Book IV, pp. 780-899 (MSS); Primarily based on A. K. Priolkar's 
Dadoba PaJidurang, Dr. V. D. Rao has written an article "A Maker of Modern Maharashtra: 
Dadoba Pandurang ( 1814-1882 )", Joumal of the Asiatic Society of Bombay, Vols. 45-46/-
1970-71, Bombay, 1974, pp. 170-192. 

20. This scholarship was instituted in Memory of Sir Edward West ( 1782-1828 ), 
who was the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Bombay, and a great personal 
enemy of M. Elphistone. He died in Poona on 18-8-1828. On his death, 16 gentlemen 
together donated a sum of Rs. 11,400/- which was deposited with the Board of Education 
for the above purpose. This Scholarship was first awarded to Janardan Vasudeoji, 
Dadoba Pandurang, Naoroji Fardunji and Dorabji Gai, 7th Report of the Board of 
Education 1832, p. 15: Letter of Captain Jervis dJ. 12-3-29 G. D. (General Department) 
1828 Vol. 6,p. 53 citedinDadobaPand11rang op. cit. pp. 74-75. 

21. Dadoba Pandura11g, op. cit. 288-338; 350-367; 

22. Theosophist (February 1880) Vol. 5 pp. 131-132. 
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2. Kaliya Mardan, or the Crushing of K'.aliya - The Great Serpent by 
Krishna.23 

3. The "Hindu or Arya" Question.24 

4. Philosophy in Sanskrit Names and Words.25 

These hitherto unknown articles which Dadoba wrote towards the 
close of his life reveal his deep knowledge of Sanskrit and Persian, and also 
show how serious a student of comparative religion he was. More particularly 
his work entitled " A Hindu Gentleman's Reflections respecting the Works of 
Emmanuel Swedenborg " is indicative of his deep study of Advaita, Yoga and 
the teachings of Hindu Saints. It also shows his acquaintance with Sufism 
and Christian Monasticism, and that he had read books on mesmerism, clair
voyance and spirituality.26 So impressed M. G. Ranade was by Dadoba's 
writings and especially by his work on Swedenborg which was widely acclaimed 
even in the West-that he assigened Dadoba " a foremost place in the ranks 
of thoughtful inquirers after religious truth. "'El Subodlz Patrika referred to 
him as "A Prince among Scholars ".28 

Dadoba was closely associated with almost all the important 
educational, social and philanthropic institutions of his day. He was the 
President of the "Upayakta Jnan Prasarak Sabha ",2J a Marathi branch 
of the Students Literary and Scientific Society.ao It is important to note that 
out of this society sprang up a number of other associations covering various 
aspects of national reform.31 He was among the first seventy-six founder 

23. Ibid (April 1880) Vol. I No. 8 pp. 183-184. 

24. Ibid (May 1880) Vol. I No. 8 p. 211. 

25. Ibid (July 1880) Vol. I No. 10 pp. 248-249. 

26. Dadoba Pandurang, A Hindu Gentleman's Reflections Respecting the Works u( 
Swidenborg, Bombay; 1878, p. 6, see also Mathew Lederle, Philosophical Trends in Moder;, 
Maharashtra, Bombay: Popular Prakashan, 1976, pp. 77-78. 

27. Ranade's Review of " A Hindu Gentelman's ... " Quarterly Journal of Poona 
of the Sarvajanik Sabha, Poona, Vol. 1. No. 3 (January, 1879) p. 42; This Review is 
reproduecd in M. G. Ranade, The Miscella11eous Writings of the Late Ho11'ble Mr. Justice 
M. G. Ranude, Bombay: Ramabai Ranadc, 1915, pp. 57-60. 

28. Subodh Patrika, October 22, 1882. 

29. This Sabha was established on 1st September, 1848. Dadabhai Naoroji was the 
President of the Gujarati Branch of the Sabha. This was the first important institution, 
which served as a training ground for several great leaders like Dadabhai Naoroji, 
R. G. Bhandarkar, M. G. Ranade, K. T. Teking, V. N. Mandalik and others. 

30. Established on 13 June 1848. 
31. S. Nata raj an, A Century of Social Reform i11 bulia: 2nd ed. Bombay: Asia 

Publishing House 1967. p. 50; A list of the Schools for females run by the students 
Literary and Scientific Society is given in Masik Manora11ja1z ( Diwali Special Issue) 1910, 
pp. 150-51; the Magazine also gives a fairly exhaustive list of the existing institutions
Educational, Social, Political, Religious, Philanthropic, Communal, and other Miscella
neous institutions like Libraries, Reading Rooms, Gymnasiums etc-.upto the year 1910 
Ibid pp. 141-168 d. 
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members of the "Society for the Promotion of Widow Marriage", established 
on December 12, 1865. Gopalrao Deshmukh, Mahadeo Govind Ranade, 
Vishnu Parshuram Shastri, Maroba Vinoba were the other prominent members 
of the Society. For some time Dadoba was in charge or the Sanskrit Section 
of Sir Jamshetji Jeejeebhoy Zartoshti Madrasa, founded in 1863. He was 
also among those who revived the Bombay Association in 1867.32 In 
recognition of his scholastic achievements Dadoba was admitted to the B. B. 
of Royal Asiatic Society, and he was appointed to the Senate of the University 
of Bombay in I 864--65; he continued to be a member of the University 
Faculties of Arts and Law until his death in 1882. 

Right from his school days, the problem of caste was agitating Dadoba's 
minl, as he had noticed the reluctance of the Brahmin teachers to teach the 
non-Brahmin;;.33 Shortly arter he joined the Society's school an order was 
passed excluding low caste children from the School with the result that many 
children belonging to K'.oli, K'.wiabi and Bhandari castes were thrown out 
The man behind this reactionary move was Dhakji Dadajee Prabhu, the leader 
of the orthodox; party. Under threat of withdrawing all the children of the 
Prabhu Community from the School, Dhakji succeeded in coercing Jagannath . 
Shankar Shet and other members of the Managing Committee, Parsees as well 
as Europeans, into submission. His main consideration in imposing the ban 
was that should the lower caste children receive education they would compete 
with the higher castes for Government jobs. Dhakji's action was widely 
acclaimed by the higher castes.34 The Christian Missionaries, ever eager 
to make converts, never missed any opportunity to deride the Hindus and they 
seized upon such incidents to denounce Brahmanical Orthodoxy. The Rev. 
John Wilson was to write later: "The youth of certain caste, however well
washed and clothed, dare not enter the Elphinstone Institution. The 
vernacular pantojis drive the Children of certain tribes altogether from their 
schools. None but Brahmans, • Gods upon Earth', are admissible to the 
Sanskrit College at Pune. "3; 

To dcm0lish caste, became an article of faith with Dadoba. He 
frequently cx;changd his thoughts on the subject with his friend and confident, 
Nana Narayan ( Shimpi ). The two held repeated discussions and formed 
various plans. But while their social programme was still in the embryo, 
Dadoba was appointed in 1836 as a tutor to the Nawab of Jawra and his friend 
Nana Narayan took up a similar assignment with the Nawah of Jhabua. Th.at 
interrupted further progress. 36 
------

32. G. R. Havaldar, Raosaheb Ma11dalik Ya11che Chal'itra, Part, I, Bombay 1927, 
p 241. 

33. Dadoba Paiuiura11g, op. cit. p. 36. 

34. Ibid, pp. 45-46. 

35. John Wilson, The Era11gelization of India, Edinburgh: William Whyte & Co 
MDCCXLIX ( 1849 ), p. 338. 

36. lnduprakash dt. 25.5.1885 /oc, cit. (IO): Dadoba Pa1tdurmig op. cit. p. 41. 
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Dadoba left the service of the Jawra Nawab and returned to Bombay at 
the end of 1839, joining the Elphinstone Institution as an assistant teacher. A 
few months later he was appointed Assistant Master in the newly started 
English School at Surat, which he joined in 1841. During his brief stay in 
Bombiy in 1840, he must have tried to propagate his anti-caste views among 
his students, and that is probably the reason why some gives 1840 as the year 
of the founding of the Paramahansa Sabha.37 

The fact ofthe matter is, the actual organisational basis of the Paramahansa 
movement were first laid at Surat with the founding of the Manav 
Dhanna Sabha in 1844.Indeed Dadoba's six years' stay in Surat proved 
decisive both for the evolution and crystallisation of his socio-religious ideas. 
Mr. Green, Head Master of the English School at Surat, under whom Dadoba 
worked, was an agnostic and had no faith in the Christian religion. He seems 
to have finally dispelled from Dadoba's mind any illusions he might have 
entertained about Christianity under the influence of his teacher, Prof. 
Handerson, and the Rev. John Wilson.38 

Secondly, at Surat Dadoba found an opportunity to improve his know
ledge of Sanskrit. The great Sanskrit Shastris-Narmadrai, Dinmanishankar 
and Yajneshwar-initiated him into Sanskrit classics. Under their guidance 
he studied Laghu Kaumudi, read the whole of Bhagwat, and actually translated 
the first chapter of Shakuntala into Marathi.3~ The deep knowledge of Hindu 
scriptures which he thus acquired enabled him to write his Dharmavivechan 
in 1843, and it provided the ideological basis for the movement he initiated. 

From a practical point of view also his coming into contact with the 
Gujarati reformers of the day led by Durgaram Manchharam ( 1809-1876) 
proved a great boon. Durgaram and Dadoba were fellow-teachers in the same 
school. The two held identical views on the question of socio-religious reform. 
Since 1838 Durgaram had been actively advocating widow-marriage and the 
admission of converts to Hinduism.40 He had no knowledge of English, but 
Was known and greatly admired for his liberality of thought and outlook. 
About Durgaram, Mr. Green, his Head Master, wrote:4t · 

37. Baba Padmanji, Arunodaya op. cit. p. 78. 
38. Dadoba was very friendly with Mr. Henderson and John Wilson, and under 

their influence he had begun to take great interest in Christian scriptures, Dadoba's letter 
dt. 20 March 1837, written from Jawra to Prof. Henderson, who was a fanatical missionary 
is very revealing. Dadoba writes : 'I beg also you will make my best compliments to the 
Rev. Dr. Wilson, and mention him, that J extremely regret not having had the pleasure of 
seeing him at the time of leaving Bombay; more because I have lost the best opportunity of 
obtaining from him some best works on divine subjects .. If either you or Dr. Wilson 
favour me with the loan of some of these essays, it will be a great obligation conferred on 
me." Oriental Christian Sepactator, October 1838 p. 463. 

39. Dadoba Pandurang op. cit. p. 160. 
40. Neer a A. Desai, The Impact of the British Rule on the Positio11 of Indian Women, 

M. A. thei.is, University of Bombay 1951, pp. 125-126. 
41. Report of the Board of Education for 1846, p. 53 quoted in Dadoba Pandurang 

op. cit. p. 243. 
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I do not for a moment hesitate to place ( him ) above all the natives 
of India, whom I have yet had any opportunity of observing. Without 
knowing a syllable of English or of any other European languages, 
his manner of thinking and feeling, the energy and fearlessness of his 
character, his high notions of duty and his perfect freedom from all 
the native prejudices make him much more European than any of 
even the most thoroughly English taught natives. 

In Durgaram, Dadoba found a resourceful collaborator to translate his 
social and religious thought into practice. Happily, other like-minded friends, 
Dalpatram Bhagubai and Dinmanishankar, joined them in their regular 
discussions on the subject of reform. After due deliberations a decision was 
taken to establish an association with a view to promoting religious and social 
reform. Thus came into existence the Manav Dharma Sabha at Surat on 
June 22, 1844. 

A year before the foundation of the Manav Dharma Sabha, Dadoba had 
written his book entitled " Dharmavivechan " under the pen-name " Eka 
Jagadwasi Arya. "t2 It is a philosophical work giving an excellent account of 
Dadoba's .religious and social thought. The ideology of the Manav Dharma 
Sabha was clearly derived from the teaching expounded in this book. The 
seven principles discussed in Dharmavivechan closely correspond to the seven 
tenets of the Sabha: 

Principles stated in 
Dharmavivecban.•3 

1. God is one, and He alone should 
be worshipped. 

2. The real religion is devotion to 
God based on love and good 
moral conduct. 

3. The spiritual religion of mankind 
is one. 

4. Every individual must have free
dom of thought. 

5. All our daily work should be consis
tant with reason and discrimination. 

6. The whole of mankind is one caste. 

7. The right kind of knowledge 
should be imparted to all 

Tenets of the Manav 
Dharma Sabba•4 

I. There is only one God. 

2. The whole human race is one 
caste. 

3. The religion of mankind is one. 
It is only a false sense of pride 
which makes people think that 
they belong to different 
religions. 

4. Merit and not birth should 
determine man's status. 

5. One should always act in a 
rational manner. 

6. One should devote himself to 
God for his favour. 

7. All should be educated to 
follow the right path. 

42. This book: was written by Dadoba in Surat in 1843, It was published in 1868, a 
year after the establishment of the Prarthana Samaj, its publisher Vasudeo Babaji Nowrange 
was a prominent leader of the Prarthana Sarnaj. 

( P/tase see notes 43 and 44 on the next page) 
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Rationalism and Universalism were thus the keynotes of the religious 
and social symphony aimed at by the leaders of the early reform movement in 
Western India. This compares well with the uncompromising rationality 
of Rammohan Roy as expressed in his first extant work Tuhfat-1tl-Muwa!rhiddi11 
published in 1803.45 

A fair idea of the aims, objectives and working of this association can be 
had from the following account which appeared in the Prabhakar of January 
5, 1845 ;46 

rt is now six months since some learned men here established a new 
Sabha called the Manav Dharma Sabha ( or association for the 
promotion of the religion of man). This association meets every 
Sunday, and the people of all classes, except passionate and quarrel
some persons, are allowed to attend. Among the leading members 
of the association is one Doorgaram Muncharam, a Nagur, who is 
in the habit of giving lectures, in which he explains and defends the 
principles of truth, the others listening to his instructions. The 
object of this association is to select what is true out of all the 
different religions now prevailing on earth, such as the Christian, the 
Mussulman, the Hindoo etc., to expose the hypocritical arts which 
the Bhutts, or religious teachers of the Hindoos, the syeds or devotees 
of the Mussulman faith, and the Padrees of the Christian religion, 
have put in practice, and the falsehoods which they have inserted 
into their respective Shasters ( Shastras ) for the sake of securing 
themselves a superiority over their fellowmen; and lastly to dispel 
ignorance under the influence of which men have been led to regard 
the stories told them by these deceivers as the declarations of God 
Himself. 

43. The Seven Principles form the Seven Chapters of Dharmavfrecha11. 

44. Mahipatram Rupram, Duqraram Charitra, Surat 1878, p. 18 (This is.a rare 
Gujarati work. The Passages form this work, Melrtaji Durgaram Ma11chharam Clwritra are 
quoted in A. K. Priolkar's Dadoba Pa11dura11g, op cit., and also in a Gujarati work by Bhogilal 
Gandhi, Adlrya Sudharka Melrtaji Durgaram, Baroda : Vishvamanav Sanskar Shikshan 
Trust, 1970. For our purpose we have relied on these two works). The tenets are 
reproduced above in the order in which they appear in the original source, though the 
tenet ( 2) tallies with principle (6) in Dlrarnrarired1a11 and tenet (6) corresponds to 
principle (2). 

45. Rammohun Roy, Tuhfatu/ M11ll'ahl1iddi11, tr. into English by Moulavi Obaidullah 
El Obaide, for Adi Brahma Samaj in 1883 and published in 1889, Reprinted by the Sadharan 
Brahmo Samaj, Calcutta, 1949. On Rammohan's rationalism and religious thought see 
K. N. Panikkar " Rationalism in the Religious Thought of Rammohan Roy" Indian 
History Congress, Pror:eedi11!{s of the Thirty-fimrth Sessirm, Vol. II, Chandigarh, 1973 
pp. 182-190. See also his Presidential Address : Section III, Indian History Congress, 
Aligarh Session, 1975; and Sumit Sarkar, "Rammohan Roy and the Break with the Past" 
in Rammoha11 Roy a11d the Process of Modcmisatim1 in /11dia. ed. V. C. Joshi, New Delhi, 
Vikas Publishing House !975, pp. 46-68. 

46. Reproduced from Prabhakar ih J11a11oda;•a (Vol. 4 No. 4) Fehr uary J 5, 1845, 
••. 19 
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Steps were also taken to disabuse the public mind of iniquitous practices. 
The association threw a challange to magicians and incantators to come for
ward and prove their power of spells and magic. A prize of Rupees twenty
seven and a certificate was promised to the successful demonstrators. 
Only one man named Bujaram Buwa came forward but failed.46a This 
was done with a view to eradicating peoples' belief in magic and witchcraft 
which had assumed dangerous proportions. Many believed that epidemics 
like Cholera were the results of witchcraft, so much so that a number of indivi
duals who were supposed to have magical powers were murdered in Northern 
Konkan following an outbreak of Cholera in that region during the Governor
ship of Elphinstone.47 

One subject that seemed to have been constantly discussed in the inner 
circles of the Manav Dharma Sabha was that of Caste. All seemed to have 
been agreed on the baneful effect of that institution on Hindu Society, and 
in order to demonstrate the sincerity of their faith in the brotherhood of men 
they are together slices of bread brought from outside.43 But no concerted 
effort seems to have been made to demolish caste as was attempted later by the 
Paramahansa Sabha. 

Not only social and religious, but at times even political issues dominated 
the meetings of the Sabha. The imposition of the salt tax provoked a serious 
riot in Surat on Thursday, August 20, 1844. The issue came up for discussion 
at one of the meetings. Dadoba, justifying the action of the rioters, said that 
when persecuted by the rulers, the people had every right to rise in rebellion.49 
Little wonder, he greatly admired his brother Bhaskar for his devastating 
attacks on our foreign rulers.so 

How long this association lasted is not known. However, with Dadoba's 
leaving Surat in I 846 and Durgaram's going to Rajkot on a new posting in 
1852, the Sabha was robbed of its guiding spirits. Nor is it possible to estimate 
the influence of the association on the contemporary society in Gujarat, except 
that it was the first concrete expression of the emerging social awareness in 
Western India after the advent of the British rule. 

Mahipatram Rupram, who became a founder of the Ahmedabad Prarthana 
Samaj, paid a rich tribute to Dadoba for his pioneering work in the field of 
social reform. He dedicated his biography of Durgaram Manchharam to 
Dadoba with the following words : " Dedicated to Rao Bahadoor Dadoba 
Pandurang-leader of the band of reformers who so boldly and so nobly 

46. a Ibid. 
47. K. A. Ballhatchet, Social Policy and Social change i11 Western India, 1817-1830, London: 

O«ford Univ. Press, 1957, p. 251. 
48. Mahipatram Rupram, Durgaram Charitra op. cit. p. 59. 
49. Ibid pp. 101-105. 
50. J. V. Naik, "Ah Early Appraisal of the British Colonial Policy" Journal of the Univer

sity of Bombay (Vols. XLV & XLVI Nos. 80-81) 1975-76 pp. 243-270; Dadoha 
Pa11durc,11g, op. cit. pp. 98-200. 
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attempted, thirty-five years ago to dispeal ignorance and superstition from 
their feIJow-citizens at Surat. "s1 

On the death of Bal Shastri Jambhekar in 1846, the Board of Education 
selected Dadoba Pandurang to take charge of the Normal School in Bombay. 
This was his opportunity. Among the Scholars studying at the Normal Schoo 
he found ex;ceIJent material for organising a society to carry forward the move
ment he had initiated at Surat. The Normal Scholars formed the nucleus of 
the Paramahansa movement in Maharashtra. 

There is a dispute regarding the exact date of the founding of the 
Paramahansa Sabha. The earliest date assigned to it is I 84052 and the 
latest 185253. Between these two limits various authorities have assigned 
different dates.Si The correct position however appears to be that Dadoba 
first conceived the idea in 1840 and m:ide a beginning to implement it in 1846, 
the year in which he took charge of the Normal School, but with Ram Bal
krishna Jaykar becoming its president in 1849, the Sabha received its formal 
constitution.ss 

In adopting the name " Paramahansa ", it seems that Dadoba was 
prompted by the simile of the Swan, which it is said knows so well how to 
separate milk from water. This conforms to Durgaram's explanation of the 
word" Parama Hansa ",56 although the term really meant "a truly dispassio
nate ascetic. " The Society professed to accept what is good in the existing 
systems, rejecting what is bad. In English it can at best be called an Eclectic 
society. 

The declared objectives of the Paramahansa Sabha were: the abolition 
of caste system; renunciation of idolatory; introduction of widow remarriage; 

51. Mahipatram Rupram, op. cit. Dadoba Pa11durang op. cit. p. 194. 

S2. Those who accept the year 1840 seem to rely mainly on the testimony of Baba Padmanji. 
In his autobiography Baba Padmanji writes : "Since 1840 a number of educated youth 
were thinking in terms of abolishing ca~te and rejecting idol-worship, and they formed 
the Paramahansa Manda Ii," Arunodaya. op. cit. p. 78; N. R. Phatak, op. cit. 81; 
D. G. Vaidya, Prarthana Samajacl1a ltihas p. 9. 

S3. Mumbaiche Vama11, op. cit. p. 344. This is obviously wrong, for October l, 1851 issue 
of Jnanodaya speaks of the e.<istence of the Sabha. 

S4. The year given by "A Native Friend" is 1847, The Bombay Guardian, l8S1, p. S33; 
1846 is the date given by J. Murray Mitchel, 111 Westem India, p. 463. 

SS. Those who give the date 1849 are: Sivanath Sastri; History of the Brahma Samaj 
2nd ed. Calcutta : Sadharan Brahmo Samaj, 197~. p. 4SO; J. N. Fraquhar, Modem 
Religious movements in India. p. 7S : A. K. Priolkar, Dadoba Pa11d11ra11g, op. cit. 
p. 2Sl; also ih his Paramha11Sa Sabha va Tiche Adhykasha Ramchanda Balkrishna op, 
cit. p. 57; how~ver from the acco:mt of an active member of the Sabha, it appears 
that the Sabha wa~ in existence before 1849, Raosaheb Keshav Shivram Bhavalkar. 
yanche Atm:ivrilta. ed. B. S. Pandit, Nagp:ir : Vidharba Sanshodhan Manda!, 1961, 
pp. 91-94. 

S6. Durgaram Charitra op. cit. pp. 78-80; see Dadoba Pandurang, op. cit. p. 246. 
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promotion of female education and spread of education among the depressed 
classes like the Mahars and the Mangss7. 

Each new recruit to the Sabha had to undergo an initiation ceremony. 
He had to take a pledge ·that he would not observe any caste distinction. As 
proof of his sinceriry, he was required to eat a slice of bread baked by a 
Christian and drink milk tasted by the President and others and sign his name 
in the Sabha's register. According to one source, quring the first few years, 
drinking of water at the hands of a Muslim also formed a part of the inititation 
ceremony ;s~ but this does not find corroboration in the testimony of Baba 
Padmanji, R.. G. Bhandarkar or any other member.s9 These much misunder
stood rituals were a mere tallying point of the Society-nothing more than a 
formal test of one's denial of faith in caste. However there was no conviviality 
of any kind. The Society used to hold annual dinners which brought together 
Paramahansas from different parts of the Presidency without caste distinctions. 
These dinners used to be very solemn occasions strengthening the bonds of 
fraternity. 60 

The meetings of the Sabha were conducted in strictest secrecy for fear ·of 
facing the wrath of the orthodoxy. Utmost care was taken to see that the 
public did not come to know about it. Though the Sabha thus began its 
career somewhat on masonic principles, it was decided that when it gathered 
sufficient num~rical strength and clarified its principles by common discussion 
it should make its aim public and work openly for bringing about the desired 
social change. 61 

The Sabha had no fixed meeting place. To begin with, it appears its 
meetings were held at Dumeta's Chaw! in Fanaswadi, Girgaum, where the 
Normal Scholars used to reside. It was at this place that R.. G. Bhandarkar 
was initiated into the Sabha in 1853. rts meetings were held mostly at the 
residence of R.am Balkrishna, the President of the Sabha,62 and at times at 
Dr. Atmaram Pandurang's, who later became the Founder-President of the 
Prarthana Samaj of Bombay.63 

. 57. A.r111ulotlaya op. cit. pp. 95, 201, 224. 

58. /111/uprakas/i dt. 25. 5. 1885. foe. cit (10). 

59. R. G. Bha111larkar's address to the Second Arya11 Brother/wot/ Co11fere11ce, Quoted ih 
D. G. Vaidya, Pratlia11a Samajaclia ltilws, Bombay : Prarthana Samaj, 1927, pp. 18-19; 
Al"llllOclaya, op. cit. pp. 94·96. 

60. A political Rishi (Sir Narayan Chandavarkar) '"The Days of Parma Hansa'', (Second 
Part) Juduprakasli (Vol. 24, No. 22) June, 1, 1885 pp. 2-3. 

61. Arunodaya op. cit. p. 97. Mumbaiche Vama11 op. cit. p. 344. 

62. G. M. Thenge, "Ram Balkrishna Ani Tyancha Kai", (This was a paper read by him 
at the Pathare Prabhu Social Samaj on 18 November 1923) Manora11jan, Vol. 29, 
(July-December 1923) p. 351. 

63. A1"1111odaya, op. cit. p. 96. 
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The Proceedings of the Sabha opened and closed with the recitation of 
hymns from R.atnamala,64 or prayers composed by Dadoba. Papers were 
read and discussed. Discussions on the question of religious and social re
form were free and frank. The suggestion that the Sabha should have a defi
nite system of religion as its basis did not find favour with most members. 
However, they had no objection to each member following his own religious 
convictions. They were totally against any religion being accepted at " the 
infallible record of God's revelation to man. " A few sought to maintain that 
the Bible was the authoritative revelation of the Will of God. They were 
ridiculed.65 

Dadoba Pandurang, the brain behind the Sabha, and his friend Bhau 
Mahajan did not attend the meetings, When they came, they preferred to sit in 
the ante-room and met the President and certain other selected members after 
the meetings were over.66 A profound thinker, but never an organiser, Dadoba 
wanted someone in Bombay like Durgaram Manchharam at Surat, to lead the 
movement he had initiated. In Ram Balkrishna Jaykar, he found. just such 
a man. 

Ram Balkrishna Jaykar, who is said to be the first formal President of the 
Sabha, was a highly talented man, passionately devoted to the cause of social 
reform. Born in 1826 in the Prabhu community, ·he had his Marathi and 
English education in the Bombay Native Education Society's School. During 
his three years ( 1840-1842) at the Normal School he was the recipient of 
three scholarships-'Clair Scholarship, West Scholarship and Normal Scholar
ship.67 In recognition of his merit the Board of Education specially selected 
him in 1845 to take charge of the newly established school at Ratnagiri.68 He 
did not stay at Ratnagiri for long. Partly on grounds of health, but mainly 
because the Thana School would afford him a " more extensive sphere .. for 
his talent and energy, " he was transferred to Thana.69 Notwithstanding 
his best efforts which were highly appreciated by the authorities, the school 
at Thana had to be closed down in I 848. That brought him back to Bombay 
where he joined the Customs Department rising to the rank of Duftardar by 
1856. In 1861, his official designation as given in the Civil List was "un
covenanted Assistant to the Commissioner, Customs, Salt and Opium"7u. 

64. This book of poems was written by Bhaskar Damodur Palande (1832-1874). For 
a long time the Prarthana Samajists also used lo sing songs from this book. The Life 
sketch of this man is to be found in l\fa11ora11ja11. (Diwali Spcciul Issue) 1910. p. 12. 

65. Letter of Narayan Rag/11111at'1 Naralkar dt. 16-3-1887, Anmoda.ra op. cit. p. 224-25. 
66. Ibid p. 96. 
67. A. K. Priolkar, Paru111alin11sa Sablia ........... . op. cit. p. 24. 
68. The appointment order said : '"The Bourd rely on your zeal to advancing the great 

cause of education in a manner, which shall be attended with benefit to young natives 
of Ratnagiri and with credit to yourself." Quoted in M. G. Thenge, "Ram Balkrishna . .' 
J\fa11ora11ja11 op. cit. p. 346. 

69. Ibid p. 345. 
70. A. K. Priolkar, Paramahausa Sabha ra Tiche Adhyaksha Ramchandra Balkrish/IQ 

op. cit. p. 31. 
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A man of firm convictions, Ram Balkrishna was one of the few reformers 
who practised what they preached. Jn 1851 he became a member of the 
Students' Literary and Scientific Society, and was taken up on its Executive 
Committee along with Dadabhai Naoroji and Narayan Vishwanath Mandlik 
in 1854.71 He believed that social reform ought to begin at home. There
fore he admitted his daughters to the Mission Schools- The Free Church 
Female School and the Alexandra Girls Schooi.'2 Defying the superstitious 
ban on foreign travel he went to England in 1863. In 1865, he took the lead 
to form a society " for the purpose of getting native gentlemen to visit the 
circus with their families. "73. The idea was to remove the popular pre
judice against husband and wife going out together in the public. He left 
such an impression on the public life of Bombay that on his untimely death 
in 1866, the Bombay press was unanimous in extolling him both as a man and 
as a social reformer.74. 

Leq by such men and working on the broad principles of equality and 
fraternity, the Society did not fail to attract a sizable number of educated 
youth to its creed. Of the active workers who went about collecting members 
in Bombay, the names of six are recorded75. 

1. Bhikoba Laxman -Chavan, a Bhandari by caste and a teacher in the 
Robert Money School. 

2. Sakharam Laxman Chavan (brother of Bhikoba Laxman) a teacher 
in the Church Missionary Society's Marathi School. 

3. Laxman Shastri Halbay, a Brahmin. 

4. Sakharam Shastri, a Brahmin, working in the Marathi 
Department of the Bombay Customs House. 

71. Ibid p. 60. 

72. G. M. Thenge, "Ram Balkrishna Ani Tyancha Kai," Manora11jan op. cit. p. 353. 
73. Speeches & Writings of Sir Narayan Chandavarkar, op. cit. p. 154. 

74. The Times of India, Monday, August 6, 1866: •we regret to record the death of Rao 
Bahadoor Ramehandar Balkrishnjee.. He was one of the warmest friends of reform 
among the Hindoos and both in public and private, had the rare moral courage of 
practising what he preaches.; "V. N. Mandlik, who was no friend of the reform party, 
but who had high regard for Ram Balkrishna as his teacher, wrote in his paper Native 
Opinion : "With the deepest regret we have to announce that the educated native society 
of Bombay has lost one of its brightest ornaments and accomplished members .... Noth
withstanding his own disregard of time-honoured superstition and prejudice, Ram -
for that was the familiar and fond name of the deceased - was liked by all alike; such 
was the magical eflect of his comely person, his pcrsua~ive address, his agreeable 
manner sand generous disposition and singular ta..:t, in reconciling the most discordant 
elements." Quoted in G. M. Thenge, op. cit. pp. 355-56; The Bombay Saturday 
Review : He was one of the most consistent and practical of the Reforming party 
in Bombay" Ibid p. 356. (The files of the last mentioned two papers are not available, 
hence quoted from the given secondary source). 

75. Letter from Narayan Raglzunath, Aru11odaya, op. cit. p. 223. 
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5. Bal Bhaskar Sintray, a Saraswat, employed in the Translation 
Department of the Appellate Side of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature at Bombay. 
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6. Madan Srikrishna, a Khatree, Judge of the Small Causes Court, 
Bombay. 

The other prominent members in Bombay were : Dr. Atmaram Pandurang 
(Brother of Dadoba Pandurang) - later Founder-President of the Prarthana 
Samaj; Maroba Vinoba Sanjagiri, a Saraswat, and Tukaram Tatya Padval, 
a Bhandari, who later joined the Theosophical Society. 

Among those who were persuaded to join the Sabha were Baba Padmanji 
and Narain R"Ighunath Navalkar, both of whom ultimately embraced Christi
anity. Narain Raghunath has given an interesting reason why the orga
nisers wanted them to join the Sabha. He writes : 

They thought, if we ultimately embrace.d the Christian faith, the "religion 
of the rulers of the land, we would cease loving the country and all that was 
great and good in the land, and instead of taking any interest in the welfare 
of our motherland, we would be completely denationalised and love every
thing that is English.76 

This statement throws considerable light on the thought process of the 
educated of those days and also belies the hope fervently entertained by the 
Christain Missionaries and even by men like Macaulay and Elphinstone that 
the English educated Indians will finally renounce Hinduism.77 It also 
goes to prove that the leaders of the Sabha placed love for their country above 
every other consideration. 

Efforts were made to ex;tend the Sabha's influence outside Bombay. It 
may be recalled that in 1848, the following Normal Scholars with whom the 
Sabha began its career, were posted as teachers in different schools in different 
parts of the Bombay Presidency. 

l. Lax;man Narsinha Joshi. 

2. Naro Balkrishna Patwardhan 
3. Balkrishna Babaji Bhagvat 

} Elphinstone School, Bombay. 

4. Keshav Shivram Bhavalkar - Government Marathi Schools Nos. 
1 & 2, Pune. 

5. Vasudeo Bhikaji Karmarkar - Government School Sholapur. 

6. Balaji Mahadeo Akartkar, Government School_, Nagpur. 
7. Naro Ramchandra Datar - Government School, Belgaum. 
8. Mahadeo Lax;man Gadgil - Government School, Jamkhindi. 

76. Ibid. 

1i. G. 0. Trevelyan, The Life and Letters of Lord Macaulay, p. 329, K. A. Ballhatchet, 
Social Policy and Social changes in Western 111dia 1817-1830. op. c;t. pp. 248-249. 
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9. Purushottam Janardhan Kane Dix;it - Government School, 
Ratnagiri. 

IO. Vishnupant Jambhekar - Government School, Dhule. 

I I. Ramchandra Gavande - Government School, Thana. 

I2. Achyut Hari - Government School, Jamkhindi. 

Before the scholars left Bombay in I848 to take up their postings, Dadoba 
exhorted them to propagate the ideals of the Sabha. It was mutually agreed 
that they should not only strictly adhere to the principles of the Sabha, but 
also sincerely endeavour to spread its ideas by enrolling fresh members.78 

A number of branches of the Sabha came up in different parts of the 
Presidency like Poona, Ahmedabad, Khandesh, Belgaum, Ratnagiri. It 
was also believed that the prime movers of the Sabha were in secret com
munication with social reformers outside Maharashtra resulting in the esta
blishment of the branches of the Society in such far-off places as Calcutta, 
Madras and Kasi.79. 

Some information is available about the Ratnagiri, Ahmadnagar and 
Poona branches. R. G. Bhandarkar informs us that his teacher in the School 
at Ratnagiri had enrolled a number of students to the Paramahansa Sabha 
that he himself was instructed into the ideals of the Sabha which he actually 
joined in I853, while yet a student at the Elphinstone Institution, Bombay.so 

The Sabha was not confined to Hindus only. A Muslim member of the 
Sabha has given the following account of the Ahmadnagar Branch : 

About thirty live years ago, a branch of the Paramahansa Sabha was 
established at Ahmadnagar. Rao Bahadoor Dadoba Pandurang 
and Mr. Vasudev Bhikaji Karmarkar were its leaders. I was one of 
them. Most of us were students of the English School who had 
lost faith in our own religion as a result of Western education. There 
was no book or any other literature containing the rules to be followed 
by the members of the Mandali. However, non-observance of 
caste, rejection of idol-worship, advocating widow remarriage, promo
tion of female education and imparting education to the depressed 
classes like the Mahars and the Mangs came to be accepted as the 
duty of all members .... The reformers from Bombay and Poona 

78. Bhavanishankar Shridhar Pandit, ed. ; Raosaheb Keshav Shfrram Bhavalkar Ya11cht! 
Atmavritta op. cit. pp. 93-94; A political Rishi Writes : .... In the Normal School 
which had then only 12 students mostly Brahmins brought f1om different parts of 
the Presidency, he (Dadoba) discovered excellent material for work in the direction, 
he had long in view .. "lnduprakash dt. 25-5-85, foe. cit. (10). 

79. Madgaonkar, Mumbc.ic/ie Varna11. op. cit. p. 344, This has not been corroborated by 
any other contemporary source. 

80. R. G. Bhandarkar's Address to the Aryan Brotherhood Co11fere11ce' Quoted ih D. G. 
Vaidya, Prr.rthana Samajacha ltihas op. cit. pp. 94-96. 



EARLY ANTI-CASTE MOVEMENT TN WESTERN INDIA 

had sent us select passages from the works of well-known European 
atheists, Tom Paine, and Voltaire.b1 
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From the account of K'.eshav Shivram Bhavalkar, it appears that the 
Poona branch of the Sabha was particularly active.b2 Its members played 
a leading role in presenting to the Government a memorial suggesting certain 
changes in the mode of the distribution of Dakshina to Brahmins. The 
memorial condemned the existing Dakshina system as a colossal waste of 
public money serving no useful purpose except breeding idleness among the 
Brahmin recipients. In presenting a more rational plan for the utilisation 
of the accumulated Dakshina Fund, the memorial stated : "The present system 
of the Dakshina Fund has no tendency to promote learning among, nor to 
ex;tend its benefits to the great mass of the population. Jt is founded on the 
old illiberal and barbarous prejudice of confining learning to the Brahmin 
caste and locking up its stores from the people generally. On the contrary, 
the present plan is calculated to civilise the nation in general, and to lay open 
for its benefit those stores of learning and wisdom which. . have been wholly 
inaccessible to the nation at large. " 83 

This move on the part of the memorialists was naturally opposed by the 
orthodox; Brahmins. They decided to excommunicate all those who were 
associated with the memorial. Jyotiba Phule came in support of the memo
rialists.e4 The threat of the orthodox did not materialise. In 1851, the 
Government established the Dakshina Prize Fund Committee. Lokhitavadi 
Gopal Hari Deshmukh, a prime mover in the matter, worked as its secretary 
for sometime. 

Having worked in close collaboration with some of the leaders of the 
Sabha, it cannot be that Gopal Hari Deshmukh was unaware of the existence 
of the Sabha, though he never was its member. Bhau Mahajan, the Editor' 
of Prahhakar, in whil.:h paper G0pal Hari published his celebrated Shala pat re 
(1848-1850) under the pen name Lokahitavadi, was a protagonist of the Parama
hansa Sabha. Dadoba and Bhau Mahajan were personal friends. These 
gentlemen, actuated as they were by the Paramahansa Spirit must have felt 
happy to sec Lokahitwadi on his tirade against Brahmin obscurantism. How 
could one otherwise explain the publication of such hard-hitting, merciless 
criticism of Brahmins over a period of two years in Marathi paper like 
Pmhhakar? The Period of Shatapatre coincides with the starting years of the 
Paramahansa Sabha. The tw0 must have acted and reacted upon each other 
in a manner congenial hi both. If Lokahitavadi in his practical wisdom did 
not demand abolition of caste, he denounced it in no uncertain terms.:'s For 

81. Acco1111t of the Ahnrc,d11,1gar brc,11ch .of the Sablra by Kasam Muhc.mmadaji, Ar111wcf<,ya, 
op. cit. p. 201. 

82. Bharalkar )'(111d1C' Atmarritta, op. cit. pp. 100-108. 
83. J11mwda.1·a. November 1949 - - pp. 401-403. 
84. Bhal"lllkar Ya11chc• Atmarrillu op. cit. p. 107. 
85. Lokahitamdichi Slmtapatre, (ed.) P. G. Sah'l~rabudhe, Pune : Continental Prakashan 

1972, pp. 233-244 . 
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the rest, the views of both Lokahitavadi and the Paramahansa Sabha were 
identical. Reforring to the effects of the new learning, Baba Padmanji made 
the following observation in 1852. : "The letters signed 'A Well Wisher of 
his Countrymen' and the Society called the Paramahansa Mandali are known 
to all. These two instrumentalities have been more than any other (?) in 
uprooting the confidence of the Hindus in their own religion."86 

There is more positive evidence to indicate Jyotiba Phule's connections 
with the Paramahansa Sabha. Jyotiba was a close friend of Bhavalkar whom 
Oadoba had specially commissioned to spread the message of the Sabha 
in Poona. Phule helped Bhavalkar and other memorialists in their bid to 
persuade the Government to rationalise the distribution of the Dkshina Scholar
ship. Dadoba had occassions to meet Jyotiba on his usual school-inspection 
rounds. Jyotiba's social and educational activities conformed to the ideals 
of the· Paramahansa Sabha, to whose President he dedicated his ballad on 
Shivaji with the inscription : "To the memory of Rao Bahadur Ramchandra 
Balkrishnaji, President of Paramahansa Sabha, late Assistant Commissioner 
of Customs and Justice of the Peace. This small book is inscribed, As a mark 
of Profound R.espect and a Testimony of sincere Affection by The Author."B7 

Both in terms of social philosophy and procedure at its meetings, the 
Satya Shodhak Samaj was no different from the Paramahansa Sabha. It 
should be noted here that in the 1850's some of the dissidents from the Parama
hansa Sabha like Baba Padmanji who were very friendly with Jyotiba had 
started a new society called the Satya Shodhak Society.88 Baba Padmanji 
and certain other members of this society subsequently became Christians. 
Therefore, it is not unlikely that after the transformation of the Paramahansa 
Sabha into the Prarthana Samaj, with whose ideology Jyotiba did not at all 
agree,u he decided to start a new society and named it as the Satya Shodhak 
Samaj. Whether Jyotiba was a member of the Paramahansa Sabha, as asserted 
by one writer,90 or not, his religious and social philosophy, save his anti
Brahmin stance, shows an unmistakable influence of the Paramahansa Sabha. 

86. Baba Padmanji "Western Learning", Jnanodaya. (Vol. 13 No. 18) dt. 15-9-1854. 
pp, 280.281. 

87. S. G. Maise & D. Keer, Mahatma Phule : Samagra Vangmaya, Bombav : Maharashtra 
Rajya Sahitya Va Sanskriti Manda!. 1969. p. 5; D. Keer Mahatma Jyotirt.o Phooley, 
op. cit. p. 58; G. B. Sardar Ranadepranit Samajik Sudharnechi Tatvamimansa, op. cit. 
p. 23. 

88. Arunodaya, op. cit. pp. 106-107; 225. 

89. Maise & Keer, Mahatma Phule : Samagra Vangmaya op. cit. p. 405; D. Keer op. cit; 
150. 

90. R. N. Cb.avan, "Samajsudharnechya Itihasatil Paramhansa Sabheche Sthan.", Nav
bharat, No I, July 1971, p. 41. 

91. Dr. Atmaram Pandurang made this confession in his conversation with D. G. Vaidya, 
frarthana Samajacha ltihas. (Bio~raphical section) op. cit. pp. 13-14. 
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From all available accounts, the Sabha ceased to exist as an organised 
unit after 1860, although some of its more dedicated members continued 
to promote its ideals in their individual capacity. 

A number of factors contributed to the decline and eventual demise of 
the .Sabha. In a public venture of this nature aiming at revolutionary social 
change secrecy is neither feasible nor advisable. In fact, some of its prominent 
members later confessed that it was secrecy which proved fatal to the Sabha.91 

Had the Sabha come out into the open with its programme right from the 
start, there would indeed have been stiff opposition from the orthodox party, 
but it would not have been the victim of malicious and perverse propaganda 
born out of ignorance of its aims and ideals. 

The Sabha figured in the press for the first time in 1851. In its issue 
of October l, 1851 the missionary paperJnanodaya reported that it had received 
a number of letters regarding the Paramahansa Mandali, but preferred to defer 
their publication to a later date for want of adequate information on the 
subject.92 However, within the next six months there was a public discussion 
on it in the press occasioned by the publication of an abusive 14 page Marathi 
poetical tract entitled "Paramahansa Mata Prashamsa". 

The author of the tract was one Ramkrishna Anant Joshi nicknamed 
"Gajaba". A man of vile character, Gajaba was well-known in Bombay 
as a teacher of prostitute and dancing girls.93 His tract condeming the Parama
hansa Mandali was liberally spiced with vulgarity and abuse. He denounced 
the Paramahansas as a "set of bastards". Of the new education and the 
Elphinstone Institution, this poet had the following to say :'4 

The Lords of the land, by their kingly authority, 
Have brought to Bombay a far-famed "Society (the Marathi speaking 
people generally referred to the Elphinstone Institution as "Society") 
And with purpose the same, with some little variety ' 
The Missionaries seek to corrupt us. 

In that same Society where they teach foreign learning, 
The Mlenchas are with you from morning till evening, 
And somehow or other boys' brains get a whirling 
And if they'd been tutored by Bacchus. 

The rites of religion they lose altogether, 
Some take Ganja and Bhang or even brandy and water 
Of this brood {breed) of sole evils who can be father? 
Ask their mother, their dear Alma Mater. 

92. J11anodaya (Vol. X No. IO) October l, 1851 pp. 305-306. 
93. Jnanodaya (Vol. JI No. 6) 15 March 1852, p. 84-86. 
94. Ibid (Originally appeared in Prabhakar in Marathi tr. into Erglish and P11blished in 

J11anodaya). 
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Just as might be expected this wondrous display 
of a College got up in the midst of Bombay 
And "Boys come and study, or you will get but small pay" 
Has brought hundreds of learners together. 
Yet men of nobility with wisdom for dower 
Though stripped of their wealth, without prospect of power 
Will not see their sons in such danger an hour, 
But at home teach their own country's learning. 

But the cook leaves his child, and the trader his shop, 
The Boy born to bring water, wont bring you a drop. 
They think it far better to go to this College, 
To h!arn to talk English and all sorts of knowledge. 

Such a perverse account of the new learning and especially of the Parama
hansa Sabha caused great uneasiness among the Hindus. Indeed, the reports 
Circulated and generally believed regarding the Sabha's character and object 
excited general alarm among the f{indu community of Bombay. Many 
withdrew their children from mission schools and sent them out of Bombay. 

Herc was an opportunity for the leaders of the Sabha to come out in 
the open and ex.plain to the misinformed public the objects of 1 he Society. 
Unfortunately they lacked the courage of their convictions. Only Bhau 
Mahajan the Editor of Prabhakar, who was closely associated with the Sabha, 
but not a regular member, took up his pen in its defence. His being the only 
recorded contemporary defence of the Society, it is worthwhile to quote him 
in ex.te.11so :1-' lt is known to our readers that according to general report, 
a society named Paramahansa Mandali has recently been formed, the members 
of which disregard Hinduism in practice and seek to propagate new opinions. 
The object of the work (Paramahansa Mata Prashansha) is to ex.pose the 
practices and refute the doctrines of this Society. The account given of these 
doctrines and pnktices however does not appear at all credible. Were the 
things here stated to be true, the members of the Society would deserve to be 
expelled from caste as much as Shripat Sheshadri did. And expelled they 
would be. With several of them however we are personally acquainted, 
and know them to be persons whose respectability and correct conduct 
forbid the belief that they indulge in such indecent and licentious practices 
as are here chargd upon them. And were the author of the tract to consider 
for a moment, he could not fail to see that these charges might be brought 
against himself than against those whom he so violently assails. 

Of the commitment of the members to the Sabha the Editor said : 

lt cannot be denied that some members of the Society are opposed 
to the continuance of the Hindu caste; and some of them have 
published their views on the subject. Compared with those who 

95. Ibid. 
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a reputation for wisdom and prudence, they have been guilty of 
indiscretion and undue haste; but those who have become acquainted 
with Western Science, not one, in his heart condenns the objects 
for which these persons are striving. 

In a true spirit of objectivity, the Editor continued : 

Let no one suppose that we are apologists of the Paramahansa 
Mandali; on the contrary we shall be delighted to see their opinions 
skilfully and properly refuted by supporters of HinJuism. But in 
this tract (P.iramahansa Mata Prashansha), those who reject Hindu 
caste are simply denounced as a set of bastards, and this is the only 
argument advanced in support of Hinduism. lt is well-known that 
Shankaracharya, with great labour, wrote powerful works in refutation 
of the religion of the fains, but had some poet like Ram.krishna 
Anant Joshi arisen and loaded the fains with opprobrious epithets, 
how m·1ch mJrc easily might the victory over them have been gained. 
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Stoutly Jenying all the maliciously fabricated charges against the Sabha, the 
Editor of Prabhakar concluded : 

.But enough. The character of this poet is known to all, and his abuse 
will be estimated at its real worth. We have written so much only, 
because, as there is among people so little love for learning, they 
are easily influenced by those who seek to corrupt them. We arc 
only surprised that, according to a general belief, those among us most 
distinguished for influence and station have liberally encouraged and 
rewarJed the author of this vulgar, filthy production. Such a course 
on their part is truly shameful. 

Despite the early adverse criticism, the Sabha, as has already been noted, 
cJntinud to fun:tion well in 1860, when an enemy in the camp stole its 
records - those closely guarded repositories of its secrets containing the names 
of the members and their declaration that they had tasted forbidden food 
in avowal of their disbelief in caste - and made them public. This dis
closare or their a·:tivitics unnerved most of the Sabha members.96 But 
this could not lnw been the sole or even primary reason for the collapse of 
the Sabha as is gen!rally believeJ. The Sabha which could withstand the 
earlier abusive attacks of ''Gajaba" could not have so easily wilted under 
the threats or disclosing the names of its members by a man, whose name is 
still unknown. 

A more plausibk e11;pla1utio11 for its Jecline and ewntual collapse is 
to be found in "Share Mania" of the 1860's in Bombay, in which most of 
the reformers, including Daboba Pandurang, suffered terrible economic losses, 
and were too stunned to pursue philanthropic work in the hour of their financial 

96. Ar111111dayu, op. cit. pp. 97; 225 : ''Bhandarkar's Address to the Second Aryan Brother
hood Conference,", D. G. Vaidya, Prartliana Samajac/1a ltilws, op. cit. p. 19. /11.c/11-
prakash I June, 1885, loc. cit. (60). 
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tragedy. Besides, about the same time &am Balkrishna Jaykar, dynamic 
President of the Sabha, left Bombay for Calcutta and thence to England, 
which must have made the secret Sabha virtually an orphan body. 

At this time, the estim1ted strength of the Sabha was around 50097. 
The Sabha was expected to disclose its identity and work openly to realise 
its ideals when the target of 1000 was reached. About the time the Sabha 
collapse:!, Bhau D1ji L:id and Bhau &assol's Dadaji were said to be thinking 
of joining it.9J The sudden demise of the Sabha prevented them from doing 
so. The ignominous end, the Sabha met with, probably made Bhau Daji 
remark in his Presidential Address at Keshab Chandra Sen's lecture at the 
Bombay Towa Hall in 1864 that religious and social reform should be under-
aken after due thought and deliberation.99 

It appears that the Sabha m:!t with its end during the absence of its Presi
dent, &am Balkrishna. In 1860, he had accompanied Mr. Spooner, the 
Commissioner of Bombay Customs to Calcutta. In Calcutta, Ram Balkrishna 
came into contact with lshwarchandra Vidyasagar. A deep and abiding 
friendship developed between the two. As a token of his friendship, lshwar
chandra presented Ram Balkrishna with a copy of Macaulay's History of 
England with the following inscriptions : 

To Ramchandra Balkrishna as a token 
of regard and esteem of his friend 
and admirer. 

fshwarchandra, Sharma, the 6th December, 1861. 
Ram Balkrishna in his turn named his second son after lshwarchandra. 100 

D. G. Vaidya's assertion that Ram Balkrishna founded the Paramahansa 
Sabha in 1840 under the inspiration of Jshwarchandra Vidyasagar is absolutely 
unfounded, for in that year Vidyasagar never visited Bombay, and Ram Bal
krishna was a mere lad of 14 years. 101 

ft is necessary to note that though the name of Raja Rammohan Roy 
was familiar to the edu·::ateJ public in Western India,m there is no direct 

97. The data regarding the strength of the Sabha varies in the different authorities: Political 
Rishi p~b its roc1nd 500; According to Baba Padmanji, it was between 800 and 1000, 
J11a11odaya 27 October 1882, Madgaonkar, estimates it to be between 50 and 75, which 
appears to be too small a number. 

98. Artmodaya op. cit., p. 225. 
99. D. G. Vaidya, Prarthana Samajacha ltihas, op. cit. p. 33. 

100. M. G. Thenge "Ram Balkrishna Ani Tyancha Kai" Ma11ora11ja11, op. cit., p. 349. 
101. None of the Biographies of Vidyasagar mention of his visiting Bombay in 1840. Ram 

Balkrishna Jaykar was born on 7th January 1826. 
102. As early as 1832, Bal Shastri Jambhekar in his Journal Darpan had written at length 

on Rammohan Roy in which he seemed to contest Rammohan's claim to be called 
"The most kn:Jwledgebale and learned living Indian", Da1pan 13 April, 20 July, 3 
August 1832. (Excerpts are given in V. K. Joshi and S. M. Shasrabudhe (ed) Darpan 
Sa11graha Bombay : Mumbai Marathi Grantha Sangrahalaya, May 1946, pp. 108-113); 
Menwirs a1ul Writi11gs of Bal Shastri Jambhekar, II op, cit. pp. 12, 14, 44 & 46. 
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evidence to indicate that either the Atmiya Sabha or its modified version the 
Brahma Samaj, or for that matter even the Derozian movement had anything 
to do with the emergence of the Manav Dharma Sabha of Surat or with its 
counterpart, the Paramahansa Sabha of Bombay. 

However, the social reform movement as represented by the Paramahansa 
Sabha finds some parallel with the Derozian movement in Bengal. But as 
Sir Narayan Chandavarkar has rightly pointed out, "The two movements 
were not alike in all points." By way of comparison between the "Paramahansa 
and Young Bengal" movements he wrote : 1o3 

Social reform in Bombay commenced fifteen years later than in Cal
cutta under almost similar circumstances and shared in the end nearly 
the same fate. The two movements were not alike in all points. For 
instance, the practical Mahratta was less impulsive than the imagina
tive Babu and, unlike the latter, worked secretly to put down the 
caste; nor did he go in, like the latter, for steaks of beef to herald the 
change he wished to bring on. Yet in the case of both the principle 
of action was the same - viz., the demolition of caste distinctions. 
As in Bengal they had Mr. K. M. Banerjee for their leader, so in 
Bombay the Movement was led by Mr. Dadoba Pandurang - two 
men who might be said to have been cast almost in the same mould. 
Both were Sanskrit Scholars of repute in their days, and were widely 
acquainted with Christian teachings and philosophy. The spiritual 
element was active in both, with this difference, though, that while 
Mr. Banerjee became a convert to Christianity Mr. Dadoba passed 
through life with strong Christian leanings at times, often wavering 
and doubting, as his mind had a speculative turn, which the more it 
thought, and felt on religious questions, loved the more to roam, 
rather than rest, in quest of religious truth. But it was in the capa
city to lead that they resembled each other the most and the strong 
points of the one - his ardour, his burning sense of indignation 
against every form of social wrong, and his infusive spirit - enabled 
him in Bombay, as it had enabled the other in Calcutta, to become 
the centre of a group of ready followers. 

Besides questioning Sir Narayan's sources of information, A. K. Priolkar 
has taken ex.ception to his comparing Dadoba with K. M. Banerji, a disciple 
of Henry Louis Vivian Derozio, and a leading member of "Youth Bengal". 
Priolkar thinks if there is to be any comparison of Dadoba at all, it should 
be with Raja Rammohan Roy and not with K. M. Banerji.104 This may 
be true in a limited sense, for like the Raja, Dadoba too was moving towards 
a Universal Religion to be based on the best traditions fo Hindu theism. Both 

103. Induprakc.sh, 25 May 1885, loc. cit. (10). 
104. Dadoba Pa11durang, op. cit. pp. 263-274; Paramho11sa Sabha Va Ticl1e Adhyakaha. op. 

cit. pp. 45-54. 
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the Humble Suggestion (1823) of Rammohan and the Dluirma1'il'echa11 (l843) 
of Dadoba declare that believers in one God are all brothers. Both ad
vocated the rationality and perfect feasibility of theism, and ex;posed the 
absurdities of idol worship which "destroy the texture of Society". Above 
all, both were deeply conscious of the stagnant, degraded and corrupt state 
of the Indian society and made many sided efforts for the elevation of their 
fellow-countrymen. But in sheer quantity and quality of the achievements 
or the range of activity, Dadoba or any other nineteenth Century figure cannot 
stand comparision with Rammohan Roy. 

However, Priolkar's scathing attack on Derozio and K. M. Banerji is 
uncalled for. These men were no less patriotic and no lesser intellectuals. 
It is true Banerjee became a Christian and Dadoba did not. But it cannot 
be denied that Dadoba too initially passed "through strong Christian leanings". 
Priolkar himself admits this when he says : "ff Dadoba did not embrace Chri
stianity it was because like Hamlet he was a procrastinating type. He lacked 
sufficient courage to accept an alien faith. Besides his stay in Bombay was 
not uninterrupted. Had that been the case he might have perhaps swallowed 
the missionary bait."10s Jn all fairness it must be admitted that even after 
his becoming a Christian Missionary in 1837, K. M. Banerji continued to 
study Hindu philosophy and Sastric literature, and his literary output equals. 
if not surpasses, that of Dadoba. And what is more Krishna Mohan stuck 
to his radicalism to the end of his life. 106 

Priolkar's contemptuous attitude towards Derozio betrays a lack of 
understanding. He makes too much of the three questions which H. H. 
Wilson put to Derozio in his capacity as a member of the fnquiry Committee 
of the Hindu College : Do you believe in God? Do you think respect and 
obedience to parents form no part of moral duty? Do you think intermarriage 
of brother and sister innocent and allowable? Had Priolkar cared to study 
Derozio's replies to these questions, 107 he could not have seen Derozion 
in such a lurid light as he does. lt was not entirely Derozio's fault if some 

·105. A. K. Priolkar, Paramaha11sa Sabha 1·a Tiche Atlhyakslia Ramc/ial/(fra Bt1lkrish1ro, 
op. cit. 18. 

106. For life-sketch and list of books of K. M. Banerjee (1813-1885) see Sivanath Sastri, 
Ramta1111 Lahiri : Brahman and Reformer : A History of the Re11aissa11t:e ill Be11f(al, 
ed. Sir Roper Lethbridge, London : George Allen 1913, Appnedix If, pp. 182-185; 
S. P. Sen (ed) Dictionary of National Biography, l, p. 202; bulia11 Christians, pp. 2-6; 
Susobhan Sarkar, Ben;; al Re11ai.ua11ce & other Euays New Delhi : Peoples Publishing 
House, 1970, pp. 23-34. 

107. The full text of Derozio's reply to H. H. Wilson is to be found in the introduction 
to Poems of Henry Louis Vivian Derozio : A Forgolle11 A11glo-l11dia11 Poet, by F. B. 
Bradley-Birt (Humphrey Milford: Oxford University Press) 19:!3, pp. xiv-Iii; See 
also Elliot Walter Madge, Henry Derozio : The E11ra.~ia11 Poet and Reformer, (ed) Subir 
Ray Choudhari, foreward by Susobhan Sarkar, Calcutta : Metropolitan Book Agency, 
1967, pp. 8-10. 
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of his young followers in their youthful zest to overthrow the traditional social 
conventions transgressed the very limits of decency. But it shoulJ not be 
overlooked that the spirit of inquiry which he kindled among young Bengal 
intellectuals, the passionate yearning for liberty that he generated and the 
ardent sense of patriotism, as expressed through his poems, that he instilled 
into the minds of his pupils went a long way into the making of renaissance 
thought in Bengal. Historians ha\'e now c0me to accept that Derozio's 
"contribution to the Renaissance or Regenerati.Jn of Bengal in the nineteenth 
century is by no means of less value or importance than tlrnt of any other 
individual, not excluding Raja Ram Mohan Roy."'10; 

What legacy did the Paramahansa Sabha leave behind ? Not an easy 
question to answer. Admittedly the Paramahansa Sabha was the first positive 
expression, however, feeble, of an emerging new social consciousness in Maha
rashtra. But as a movement the Sabha made little impact on contemporary 
society. The Parama Hansa failed to develop any movement outside their 
charmed circle; within the circle they encouraged freedom of thought and 
expression. The society whose avowed object was to unify a divided people, 
should never have been a secret organisation. It was an utter folly to attempt 
to remove blind faiths and time-honoured customs through a secret agency. 
Secrecy rendered the society to be misjudged and misunderstood by the very 
people it sought to reform. Secrecy also made each member of the society 
a coward at heart, always fearing and suspecting; fickleness and fear from 
within and abuse and calumny from without was its natural consequence. 

The Paramahansa Sabha undertook the hazardous task of demolishing 
caste. It was no doubt a philanthropic mission. But the well-meaning 
leaders of the Sabha overlooked the fact that caste sanctified by time and 
usage had struck deep roots in the Hindu society and that it was impractical 
to try to take it by a coup-de-main. A more appropriate course to adopt 
w,rnld have been to concentrate on such reforms as would bring more e11lighten
mi!nt and less resistance. and them prpcccd to tackle the problem of caste 
through knowledge and persua~ion. 

Jn matters social, revolutionary approach seldom works. Thal was 
the lesson of the Paramhansa Sabha. The disruption of the Param3hansa 
Sabha acted differently on different members. J\Jany of its members reldpsed 
into orthodoxy, some became apathetic to reform. and yd dhcrs became 
Christians. But there were a few who remained firm to their ideals: m the 
collapse of the Sabha they read a lesstll1. And these idealists founded the. 
Prarthana Samaj in 1867. 

(This paper was presented to the Fifteenth Annual C0nfrrcnce of the 
lnstitue of Historical Studies held at Madurai University, Madurai, in 
November 1977). 

108. R. C. Mainm:far, ··Henry Louis Vivian Dcro1io··. lrulica (Heras Institute of lndian 
History and Culture! Vol. 13 No~. I & 2,!March - September 1976, p. 113 . 
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PLATO AND POPPER"" 

S. OOKERJEE 

The Open Society and ilf Enemie5 by K. R. Popper is an attack on Tota
litarianism. and Volume I. (The Spell of Plato) is a minutely reasoned and 
sustained criticism of Plato's political theory. It is a challenge to all Platonists. 
It is impossible to deal with it comprehensively in this paper, and so I shall 
consider two central chapters which deal with the pivot of Platonic politics -
the idea of Justice. The chapters are : (5) 'Nature and Convention' and (6) 
'Totalitarian Justice'. 

According to Popper, three of the essential characteristics of the ordinary 
meaning of Justice are : 

I. Equalitarianism 
IL Individualism 
II1. Protectionism. 

But for Plato, says Popper, Justice means 'that which is in the interest of the 
best state'1 , from which follow three characteristics corresponding to but 
opposed to the above three. They are : 

Ia. 'The principle of class rule and class priviledge'2 

lla. The preservation of the state's stability 
Illa. Absence of individual liberty and protection. 

For this perversion of the ordinary meaning of Justice (a meaning which 
Plato was aware of*"') Popper imputes the most sinister motives of personal 
political ambition. He also charges Plato of intellectual dishonesty in 'impres
sing upon his readers .. that all important theories have been examined', whereas 
really Equalitarianism is 'nowhere seriously discussed in the Republic' but 
'treated only with scorn' and 'sneers" (Popper, The Spell of Plato, pp. 93 & 
94). However, the chapters I am discussing do not deal with Plato's motives. 
I shall therefore examine Popper's case against the three characteristics of 
Platonic Justice. 

f. Equalitarianism 

The ordinary or equalitarian idea of Justice includes, says Popper, the 
idea of 'an equal distribution of the burden of citizenship' 'equal treatment 
of the citizens before the law', and 'equal share in the advantages' (Op. Cit. 
p. 89), and the elimination of privileges (p. 94). Jn contrast, says Popper, 
"Plato identifies justice with the principle of. ..... class privilege'3. 

• A paper read before the Bombay Philosophical Society. 
•• Popper, Op. Cit. pp. 91 & 93. 
I. K. R. Popper, Tlie Open Society mu/ //.1· Enemies (London : Routledge & Kegan 

Paul, 1962), Vol. l, The Spell of Plato'. p. 89. 2. Ibid., p. 90 
3. Jbid, 
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Plato subscribes to what Popper calls psychological or spiritual naturalism 
(ibid. pp. 72-3), which holds that the norms of human behaviour arc dcrivalbe 
from man's natural aims, and are an expression of his spiritual nature. 

Plato believed that men were naturally very different, and he could thus 
'justify', according to Popper, 'the natural prerogatives of the "noble" or 
"elect" or "wise" or of the "natural leader"! 

In Plato's Gorgias, Callicles uses Naturalism to sho\\< that the 'stronger 
does with the weaker whatever he likes' and has the right to do so, while mora
lity is an artificial device invented by the weak to defend themselves. This 
view of morality is attacked in the Gorgias, but this, Popper suggests, is because 
Plato is there still under the benevolent influence of Socrates. Jn the Republic 
it is attacked, but is also identified with '"individualism'. which , for Popper, 
is a characteristic of Justice. In the Laws (Plato's last dialogue), 'Plato is 
less antagonistic', says Popper, 'to the rule of the strong', though he still prefers 
'the rule of the wise' as a 'better principle'. 

My complete answer to this will be given in my discussion of Protectionism 
lower down. I shall show that Plato never wavered in attacking the doctrine 
that 'might is right'. For the present, I shall quote the words of the Athenian 
(i. e. Plato himself) in the Laws : 

Justice is said by them to be the interest of the stronger, .... and do 
you suppose that tyraMy or democracy, or any other conquering 
power, does not make the continuance of the power .... the first or 
principal object of their laws? .... This is one of those false principles 
of government to which we were referring . . According to our 
view, such governments are.not polities at all, nor are laws right which 
are passed for the good of particular classes and not for the good 
of the whole state. 4 

Popper has a quick way of dealing with such passages (Op. Cit. pp. 87 
& 109). He admits that humanitarian ideas are found from time to time in 
Plato, but he has an explanation : Plato was 'moved to the depths of his soul' 
by the 'great humanitarian movement'5 · in his tinie against slavery, hence 
these sentiments, but the rest of his' writings are 'a tragic attempt to persuade 
his own b;!tter conscience' against it. Thus, though it is 'possible for philo
sophers to represent Plato as a humanitarian', this is 'based upon an ancient 
and deep-rooted prejudice in favour of idealizing Plato.' 

Popper proceeds to cite the Rt'p11bli!· to show that Plato ·s anti-equali-
tarianism is founded on Psychological Naturalism : 

By nature, no two of us are e)(actly alike. Each has his peculiar 
nature, some being tit for one kind of work, and some for another .. 
Surely, more will be produced and better and more easily if each 

-l. l:l"'>", 7U-5 (Tr. B. Jowell). 5. Popper, Op. Cit., p. 70 
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man works in one occupation .. according to his natural gifts. The 
city originates because we are not self-sufficient. . And when they 
share their goods with one another .. does not every one in this way 
el(pect to further his own intercst.6 

Do you think it would do much harm to the city if a carpenter starteu 
making shoes and a shoemaker carpentering? But should one who 
is by nature a worker .. manage to get into the warrior class; or shou Id 
a warrior get into the guardians' class without being worthy of it; 
then this kind of change and unuerhand plotting would mean the 
downfall of the city .. Changing from one class to another is a great 
crime against the city, and may rightly be denounced as the utmost 
wickedness .. But utmost wickedness towards one's city is injustice'?7 
When each class. . minds its own business, .. then this will be justice.b* 

Popper comments (Op. Cit. p. 78) : 'In this way, the economic principle 
of the division of labour is introduced .. But the principle is based here upon .. 
the natural inequality of men.' "It is introduced 'inconspicuously' and 'inno
cently', but is really much more sinister 'for the only really important division 
of labour, turns out to be that between rulers and ruled, claimed to be based 
upon the natural inequality of masters and slaves, of wise and ignorant.' 
'Briefly a.•LI bluntly,' adds Poppu, 'the state is just if the ruler rules, if t/1e 
worker ll'orks, and if the slai•e slm•es.'~ 

[ would make the following points. 

( I ) ls it really untrue or offensive to hold that (in Popper's words) 
'the natural inequality of men is one of the reasons for their living together, 
for their mutual gifts are complementary'10? I find it no worse than the view 
that men live in states only to protect themselves from each other - a view 
based on a much lower and more cynical conception of human nature. Nor 
is there anything unplausible or illogical about holding that if men ([I'<' different 
in intellec~ual and moral endowments, the citizens could be divided into two 
large classes -- those fit to rule anu those quite unfit to Jo so. This does 
not mean that tl1e latter could never qualify for it. The principle of demo
cracy surely does not imply that all men are equally capable of being good 
rulers. If it does, so much the w0rsc for democracy.' rt is the manner of 
setting them up as rulers that is distinctive of democracy. The slogan 'Good 
g,wernment is 1w substitute for self-government' shows that the latter does 
not entail the former. It is :\ presumption on which democracy works that 
universal adult suffage will, as tl1ings stand, result in good rulers, th:1t the 
common sense of mankind will elect, on the whole, the best people. 

( 2 ) The identification or rulers anu ruled with masters and slaves 
respectively is incorrect. Popper himself says that the opposition between 

* I i,:iv.: Poppo;r's translation whc:r.:v.:r possiblt" 
6. Ibid .. p. 77 7. Ibid., p. 106 8. Ibid., p. 90 
9, Ibid., p. 90 IO. Ibid. p. 70 
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natural masters and natural slaves correspond to that between Greeks and 
barbarians (Op. Cit. p. 70), whereas the third or \Vorker class of the Republic 
is made up of Greeks. 

If Plato says that the state is just if 'the slave slaves', the proper answer 
to make would be that no man is by nature a slave, and therefore no such 
class should exist. 

( 3 ) It must be admitted that the attitude of both Plato and Aristotle 
towards slaves and barbarians is indefensible*, but the fact that they were 
so shockingly wrong about this particular mode of supposed inequality does 
not by itself show that all class divisions, and particularly those which Plato 
makes, are wrong. Popper seeks, by rousing the reader·s indignation at 
Plato's views about slavery, to confuse his judgment about class rule as ac!
vocated in the Republic. 

( 4) Popper points out (Op. Cit. p. ·J05) that the idea of Justice which 
emerges from the quotations from the Republir. is 'incompatible with' and 
'hostile towards' the ordinary and humanitarian view of Justice expressed 
(in the Gorgias and even in the .Republic itself) by means of the idea that it is 
better for one to suffer than to commit injustice. Jnjustice in the latter sense 
can be don:.: by one individual to another, whereas this is impossible if injustice 
is understood as the 'changing of one class to another'. Popper also accuses 
Plato (Op. Cit. p. 97) of a 'crude juggle' with the e:ocpression "our own" in 
order to gain supp.)rt for his own meaning of Justice by means of the ordinary 
meaning. Popper quotes Plato to say: "To keep and to practice what 
belongs to us and is our own will be generally agreed upon to be justice'**, 
and Pupper says that this, along with the premise 'l\1y place (or my business) 
is my own', appears to Plato to entail the conclusion 'Thus it is just for me 
to keep to my place (or to practise my business)' - that is, in the c0nk'.t, 
to keep to the job for which I am most suited and to the class to which I naturally 
belong. [t is, thus, just to preserve the class distinctions. Popper argi.;es : 
'This is about as sound as the argument : ''It is ju5t to keep and to practise 
what is one's own. This plan of stealing your money is my own. Thus it is 
just for me .. to steal your money." 

It must be admitted that Plato uses Justice in two senses, whether with 
conscious design or due to muddled-headedness, I cannot say. What he has 
discovered as the true nature of Justice in the Republic (i.e. each or the three 
classes minding its own business) would better be described as the virtue or 
being w.!11-ordered. A state in which everybody does a job to which he is 
suited aml does it efficiently would be a well-ordered state. 

• Sec Popper's note 13 to Ch. 5. (Op. Cit. p. 236) 

.,, H. D. P. L.:~ 1ransl;1tes th! passage as, We have often h.:anl .... that justice consists in 
minding your own busin.:ss not interfering with other people'. (Plato, The Republic, 
Penguin, 1955, Reprint, 1963, p. 181). 
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That state would, in addition, be a just state if it protected these persons 
against interference from others, provided that the jobs were not in themselves 
immoral or imposed unfairly on these persons. This function of the state 
would be Protectionism and is a characteristic of Justice in its ordinary sense. 

Corresponding to Plato's just or well-ordered state would be the well
balanced or equanimous man, in whom, as Plato says, 'each part .. is perform
ing its proper function, ' and 'where reason and its subordinates (spirit and 
appetite) arc all agreed that reason should rule' 'That is exactly what we 
mean by self-control in a city or in an individua1'11, says Plato himself. Of 
course he is free to call it justice too, but it is sophistry or confusion to suggest 
that in the sentence 'The just man will not allow the three elements which 
make up his inward self to trespass on each other's functions', but will be 'at 

·peace with himself'12, 'just' is used in the same sense as it is in the sentence 
'Justice is keeping to what belongs to one and doing one's own job.'13. 

I would sum up the matter thus. Plato's special meaning of 'just' is 
not our ordinary meaning, and even the idea of 'keeping to what belongs to 
one and doing one's own job' would not ordinarily be equated with or be given 
as a definition of Justice. But it would constitute one of the features of 
Justice. And if a class system such as Plato visualizes were, on other grounds, 
accepted as politically necessary and morally unobjectionable, then the preser
vation of such a system would be, so far as lies in his power. a part of the citi
zen's duty towards the state, and so would be a part of justice. 

Even if ~lato were to distinguish the two· senses of 'just', l believe he would 
still maintain there was such a vital connection between the two that the distin
ction would become a minor subtlety. In the just man (in Plato's sense) 
reason is paramount and 'issues the orders, knowing .. what is best for each 
of the three elements and for the whole"11• Knowledge, for Plato, issues in 
in virtue. Therefore, such a man - the just man - would not and could 
not act unjustly (in the ordinary sense). 'He would be the last person,' says 
Plato 'to do such a thing', as, for instance, 'embezzle money' or 'commit 
sacrilege or theft or bcfray his friend or his country.' 'He will be ready for 
.action or any kind, whether personal, financial, political or commercial.' 
(Repuh/ic, 442-3) The same view is found in the Gorgias : 

The man who is disdplined will behave with propriety towards God 
and man; if he behaved improperly he would 11ot deserve the name of 
disciplined15. 

So Plato's full theory llr Justice is not very different in the two dialogues, 
as Popper would have us believe. Moral action proceeding from a just man 
in Plato's sense, may, in a derivative and slightly different sense, be called 
just (i. e. in the ordinary sense). 

11. Republic !Penguin Book~. 1963, Tr. H. D. P. Lee) 441-2 
12. Ibid., 443 13. Ibid., 433-4 14. Ibid., 442 
15. Gorgias (Penguin Books, 1960, Tr. W. Hamilton) 507 
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Having shown that Plato advocates class distinction and class rule, Popper 
quietly adds 'class privilege'16, If class privilege were coupled by Plato with 
class rule, his theory would be totalitarian, but class rule does not entail class 
privilege, and Popper's showing that Plato advocated class rule does not, by 
itself, prove that he advocated class privilege. Plato explicitly denies it : 
'Our purpose in founding our state was not to promote the happiness of a 
single class, but, so far as possible, of the whole community. •17 And the 
rulers are not to be 'idlers enjoying themselves in something more like a fun
fair than a city'1~. Popper himself refers to such ideas, and writes. 

Even writers who criticize Plato believe that his political doctrine, 
in spite of certain similarities, is clearly distinguished from modern 
totalitariai:iism by these aims of his, the happiness of the citizens, and 
the rule of justice.19 

But, 'in spite of such arguments', writes Popper, 'I believe that Plato's political 
programme .. is fundamentally identical with it (totalitarian.ism).'19 Thus 
Popper has decided to discount all evidence to the contrary, extensive as it is 
in the Republic. 

What, then, are the privileges and prerogatives of Plato's rulers? Before 
enumerating them, Popper says that 'the watch-Oogs must be strictly separated 
from the human cattle'.20 These words, at once help to create an attitude 
unfavourable to Plato. In fact, however, the context in which the term 'watch
dog' appears shows, in the rulers, qualities quite other than those which Popper 
is concerned to exhibit. Plato writes, 

There is a certain similarity between the qualities needed in a ~ood 
watch-dog and those needed in our guardinas. I mean keen percep
tions and speed in pursuit, and also strength to fight if he catches his 
quarry .... 

But if they have these qualities .. won't they be aggressive .. to each 
other and to the rest of the community? We have failed to press our 
analogy far enough .. For have you not observed that it is characteris
tic of a well-bred dog to behave with the utmost gentleness to those 
it. . knows, but to be savage to strangers ?21 

Popper gives no reference for the term 'human cattle' and I have been unable 
to find it. But if used in the same context, it would mean the civilians who 
,need to be protected by the warriors from external aggression. Thus by 
expecting to arouse certain unfavourable associations in the reader's mind 
by using 'watch-dog' out of its context and 'cattle' (which has no context) 
Popper gives a twist to Plato ·s meaning from the start. 

The s0-callcJ privileges or the rulers arc given by Popper as follows·: 
( i) Plato's 'exclusive intere~t in this cla~s·. 

16. Popper, Op. Cit., p. 90 
19. Op. Cit., p. 87 

17. Republic, 420 
20. Ibid., p. 86 

18. lbid., 421 
21. Repuhfic, 37~ 
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(ii ) the 'rigid rules for breeding and educating this class'. 

(iii) the 'strict supervision of the interests of its members·, 

(iv) their 'monopoly of military virtues and training·, 

( v) 'the right to receive education of any kind'. 

(vi) their exclusion from activities like 'earning money,' 

(vii) a censorship of all their 'intellectual activities'. and a 'continual 
propaganda aiming at moulding their minds'. (Op. Cit. 86-7). 

Plato's exclusive interest in the rulers can be easily explained. On them 
he believes, depends the welfare oft he whole state, so that, as a political theorist 
he holds it very necessary to make provisions which would ensure the proper 
working of this class. As a political theorist he does not feel called upon to 
lay down a way of life and an educational programme for the ordinary citizens. 
This does not mean that 'education of any kind' is denied to them. I cannot 
find any reference in the Republic for such an idea. 

'Strict supervision' of the rulers' 'interests' ( i. e. desires and pursuits), 
'rigid rules' for their breeding and education, and a censorship of their intelle
ctual activities, military training and e~clusion from earning money-these 
would not normally be regarded as privileges. Plato may be a puritanical and 
somewhat priggish, taskmaster, but it is the rulers, the special class, who bear 
the brunt, and not, as in totalitarianism, the ordinary citizens. For the rulers, 
life is no picnic. 

Regarding education, I quote from Plato : 

By maintaining a sound' system of education you produce citizens 
of good character, and citizens of sound character, with the advantage 
of a good education, prodL1cc in turn children better than themselves.22 

And continuing about education : 

Our children's amusements must be more stri:.:tly controlled; because 
once they .. lose their discipline, it becomes impossible to produce 
good, orderly citizens .... :z:? 

The educational measures seem to be aimed ( whether they hit the mark 
or not ) at producing virtues no less required in the young ones of the human 
cattle than in those of the watch-dogs. Till the end of this part ( IV of Bk. V) 
there appears no distinction made between rulers and ruled as regards education. 

Some further 'privileges' of the rulers may he listed (Republic. 416--20); 

(viii) 'they shall have no private property beyond the barest essentials', 

(ix) 'none of them shall possess ... property to which all have not the 
right of entry", 

( x) 'their food shall be provided by the citizens' and 'shall be suitable 
for men living under the rigours of military training.' 

22. Ibid., 424 
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(xi) 'they shall live together like soldiers in a camp' 

(xii) 'they alone .. of all the citizens are forbidden to .. handle silver or 
gold', even to 'wear them as ornaments', 

(xiii) 'they can't go for a holiday abroad', 

(xiv) there is to be a community of wives and children in the ruler class: 
parents are not to know their children or children their parents 
( Jbid. 457--62 ). 

Under these conditions very few would offer to be rulers, and Plato holds 
that by laying them down he has provided against unworthy rulers, with their 
'struggles for political J..OWer, which they treat as some great prize' (Republic, 
520 ). He writes (Ibid., 520--21 ) : 

The state whose rulers come to their duties with least enthusiasm is 
bound to have the best and most tranquil government .. The only 
men to get power should be men who do not love it .. Who else then, 
are we to compel to undertake the responsibilities of ruling, if it is 
not to be those who know most about good government and who yet 
value other things more highly than politics and its rewards ? 

II. Individualism. 

The next essential feature of the ordinary meaning of Justice is Individua
lism-that is, that the individual human being is a self-sufficient unit and has 
certain unalienable rights. As against this, says Popper, 'the ideal state appears 
to Plato the perfect individual' 'because of its self-sufficiency'. It is, adds 
Popper, 'a kind of super-organism or Leviathan', and the individual, is lower 
than the state, and a kind of imperfect copy of it.' This is anti-individualism. 
Popper admits that 'Plato does not defend the theory, and indeed hardly formu
lates it explicitly', but Popper can see it 'clearly enough implied' in what Plato 
does say. (Popper, Op. Cit. p. 79 ). Popper gives a number of agruments 
in support of his contention. 

(I) 'The fundamental analogy between the state and the human indivi
dual is one of the standard topics of the Republic.23'. 

This, however, does not bear out Popper's contention. Socrates had been 
trying to discover the nature of Justice, and has had to reject a number of in
correct views. A new method strikes him as being possibly more fruitful. 
'A community is larger than an individual', he says: ·we may therefore find 
that the amount of justice in the larger entity is greater, and so easier to reco
gnize. I accordingly propose that we start our enquiry with the community, 
and then proceed to the individual and see if we can find in the smaller entity 
anything corresponding to .. the larger' .24 This procedural move is compa
tible with any theory of Justice he might have reached ( e. g. that a just state 
respects the rights of other states, and so a just man respects the rights of other 

23. Op. Cit., p. 79 24. Republic, 368-9. 

••• 22 
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men ). From the hypothesis that an individual is a smaller copy of the state, 
it need not follow that he is also an inferior copy or merely a tool in the service 
of the state. Plato does say in the Republic that 'the good man's life is the 
most complete in itself'2S, but Popper dismisses this as 'one of the few .. 
passages reminiscent of Socratic teaching' and 'in direct contradiction to the 
main doctrine of the Republic'26• I believe that the passage could be shown 
to be quite consistent with that doctrine. (It would, however, take me too 
far. ) 

(2) 'Plato teaches that the human individual cannot be self-sufficient, 
owing to the limitations inherent in human nature .... They can reach perfec
tion only through the state and in the state'27. This refers to the theory 
of the division of labour discussed above. The passage from the Republic 
referred to by Popper reads thus : 

Society originates .... because the individual is not self-sufficient, but bas 
many needs, which he can't supply himself. ... And when we have got 
hold of enough people to satisfy our many varied needs .... a large number 
of partners and helpers together; .... we give the resultant settlement 
the name of a community or state .... And in the community all mutual 
exchanges are made with the benefit of the partners in view .... 2e. 

Plato goes on to point out that it would be better if a person skilled in a certain 
job should supply the whole community with that particular commodity, 
than that each person should devote a bit of his time to producing food for 
himself, another bit to building himself a house, another to making his own 
shoes, and so on. (Republic, 369-70). 

From these words and ideas of Plato's, Popper concludes that the 'state 
is higher than the individual since only the state can be self-suffi.cient'2'1. 1 his 
is true, but only in the sense that a whole made up of parts is greater than 
any of its parts taken singly. Popper adds thar Plato's state is able 'to make 
good the .... imperfection of the individua1'29. True again. but it is only 
the other individuals and their diverse activities which supplements every 
i~dividual's activity and supplies his needs. 

Popper calls Plato's political theory Holism - that is that the state ls 
'no mere assembly of individuals but a "natural" unit of a higher order.'30 
In support of this he quotes and refers to further passages in Plato. 

(3) Popper quotes from the Republic : 

The law .... is designed to bring about the welfare of the state as a whole, 
fitting the citizens into one unit, by means of both persuation and force. 
Jt makes them all share in whatever benefit each of them can contribute 
to the community. And it is actually the law which creates for the state 

25. Ibid., 387 
28. Republic, 369. 

26. Op. Cit., N. 2.1 to Ch. V. 
29. Op. Cit., p. 76 

27. Ibid., p. 76 
30. Ibid., p. 80 
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men of the right frame of mind; not for the purpose of letting them loose, 
so that everybody can go his own way, but .... to utilize all for welding 
the city together.31 

This passage does contain an extreme of state-control on individual lives, 
but it does not prove Holism. Popper connects the passage with another 
from the Laws : Every artist. ... executes the part for the sake of the whole 
and not the whole for the sake of the part32• 

Elsewhere Popper gives the simile of cogs in a clockwork -- each citizen 
must be fit for some specific job, and then must be fitted .... into its right 
place and must retain that place' (Op. Cit. pp. 107-8). These similes fairly 
accurately illustrate, I think, the meaning of Plato's passage above. It is 
rue that Plato does not explicitly mention that the citizens may perform acti · 

vities other than those which contribute to the community, and so he docs 
give the impression that their life consists solely in being good cogs for the 
smooth working of the machine. Besides, a citizen might rightly resent being 
made by force' to contribute, and only contribute, to the welfare of the com
munity. But if the similes are to be taken seriously, they point away from 
Holism, because the work of art or the clockwork is not a separate unit of a 
higher order over and above its parts. 

Further, although the above passage refers to all citizens, its context 
indicates that while writing it Plato had in mind the Guardians, who are assumed 
to have had a vision of the Good' and might therefore be reluctant to take 
on the responsibilities of mundane government (Republic, 519). Immediately 
after the quoted passage, Socrates continute, 

We shan't be unfair to our philosophers (the Guardians), but shall be 
quite justified in compelling them to have some care .... for others .... 
You must therefore each (he addresses them) descend in turn and live 
with your fellows .... 33 

Thus it is not the ordinary citizens but the would-be rulers who are really 
being persuaded or forced to be cogs in the clockwork ! 

Regarding the passage about the artist quoted above, Popper himself 
admits that the whole'' referred to .... is not the state but the world, and, 
r may mention, it was done in the context of a religious discussion. But 
Popper says there is not doubt that the underlying tendency of this cosmo
logical holism is a political holism.'34. Popper also tells us that the passage 
about the artist is ·a shorter version' of a passage from the Republic (Op. Cit. 
p. 242). Jf we turn to this reference, we find that it is, once again, all about 
the Guardians, and contains sentiments like the following (Republic, 420-21): 

We are .... trying to construct what we think is a happy community 
by securing the happiness not of a select minority, but of the whole; 

31. Ibid., pp. 80-81 
33. Republic, 520. 

32. Ibid., p. 80 
34. Op. Cit., N. 35 lo Ch. V. 
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and, comparing the state with a statue, Plato writes, 'You should look rather 
to see whether we have made the whole beautiful by giving each ~art its due.' 

(4) While, on the one hand, Popper holds tbat Plato believed in Holism
that i;;. th.1t the state is a higher unit than its parts - he also finds in Plato 
'the identification of the fate of the state with that of the ruling class'3s; that 
means that the state is one of its parts. 

If this is to serve as further support for the view that Plato's theory was anti
individualistic, it must be shown that the ordinary citizens are to be tools in 
the service of the rulers and of the rulers only, and that the happy state would 
simply be one in which the rulers are prosperous and happy. 

The many p:issages already quoted explicitly reject this idea. Popper 
himself writes that Plato's 'ideal was not the maximum exploitation of the 
working classes by the upper class'. But Popper goes on, 

The reason, however, which he (Plato) gives for the need to keep the 
exploitation within limits. is again purely utilitarian. It is the interest 
of stabilizing the class rule. Should the guardians try to get too much, 
he (Plato) argues, then they will in the end have nothing at all36. 
Popper quotes the relevant passage from the Republic (466) : 

ff they are not satisfied with a life of stability and security .... and are 
tempted, by their power, to appropriate for themselves, all the wealth 
of the city, then surely they are bound to find out how wise Hesiod was 
when he said, 'the half is more than the whole'*. 

According to a Platonic translator, H. D. Lee, this saying means 'making 
the best of what you have'.37 By itself it may be interpreted as reconunending 
restraint as a policy or evil necessity, or it may be interpreted as a moral truth. 
Taken along with the following words of Plato, the former interpretation 
appears far-fetched: 

rt would be the most dreadful disgrace .... to keep sheep dogs (such) .... 
that. .hunger or some bad trait or other led them to worry the sheep 
and behave more like wolves than dogs .... We must therefore take 
every possible precaution to prevent our auxiliaries .... behaving more 
like savage tyrants than partners and friends. 38 If you get, in public 
affairs. men who are so morally impoverished that they .... hope to snatch 
some compensation for their own inadequacy from a political career, 
there can never be good government. They start fighting for power, 
and the consequent. ... domestic confticfs ruin both them and society.39 

• H. D. P. Lee's translation of this passage runs thus : 'If he (a guardian) tires of the 
restraint and security of the ideal life we have drawn for him, and is misled by some 
e:ctrava1a1u idea of /iappl11tss into using his power"s etc. (Itals. mine). This seems 
unlike the \'iew of a man for whom restraint is a matter of policy. 

35. Ibid., p. 86 36. Ibid., p. 108 37. Republic, 223 
38. Ibid., 416 39. Ibid., 521 40. Op. Cit., p. 108 
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Popper, however, believes that 'even this tendency to restrict the exploitation 
of class privileges is a· fairly common ingredient of totalitarianism.'40 

(5) In further support of the view that Plato is an anti-individualist, 
Popper quotes or refers to (N. 35 to Ch. 5, Op. Cit. p. 242) a number of other 
passages from the Republic and the Laws. T shall consider four of the most 
important. 

i ) From the Laws (942); 

The greatest principle of all is that nobody .... should eYcr be 
without a leader. Nor should the mind of anybody be habituated 
to letting him to anything at all on his own initiative .... But in 
war and in the midst of peacc--·--to his leader he shall direct his 
eye, and follow him faithfully. And even in the smallest matters he 
should stand under leadership. For example, he should get up, 
or move, or wash, or take his meals .... only if he has been told 
to do so .... He should teach his soul, by long habit, never to dream 
of acting independently, and to become utterly incapable of it. 
In this way the life of all will be spent in total community. There 
is no law .... which is superior to this, or better and more effective 
in ensuring salvation and victory in war. And in times of peace, 
andfrom the earliest childhood 011 should it be fostered - this habit 
of ruling others, and of being ruled by others. And every trace 
of anarchy should be utterly eradicated from all the life of all the 
men, and even of the wild beasts which arc subject to men:U 

The passage opens with the sentence 'Now for expcditi011s of war much consi
deration and many laws are required', and Popper admits that it 'deals prima
rily with military expeditions and with military discipline'UA, But he s::) s 
that 'Plato leaves no doubt that these same militarist principles should be 
adhered to not only in war, but also "in peace, and from the earliest childhood 
on" Ewn if Plato is only talking about the soldiers' life, his words are strong. 
but if he really means them to refer to 'all the life of all the men' -- civilians 
included--they are terribly reactionary and totally indefensible. The 
crucial questi0n is, Do the words 'in times of peace, and from the earliest 
childhood' refer to the warrior class alone or do they refer to all the citizens'! 
In the sentence 'In this way the life of all will be spent in total community' 
i115tead of 'the life or all', Jowett writes ·or all soldiers·, but this may well 
be one of those instances or idealizing Plato, when, according to Popper, 
'drastic remarks of Plato's which do not fit the translator's views of what 
a humanitarian should say are .. toned down·•2 . I am not competent to 
decide this question. However, the quoted passage is soon followed by : 
'Let the young man imagine that he hears in what has preceded the praises 
of the military life.'H. 

41. Ibid., p. 103 42. Ibid., p. 88 43. Laws, 943 
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ii) Popper refers to LctW.J, 875. I give Jowett's translation. Mankind 
must have laws .... or their life would be as bad as that of the most 
savage beast. ... No man's nature is able to know what is best for 
human society; or knowing, always able and willing to do what 
is best. ... Both the public and private good .... is greater when 
the state and not the individual is first considered .... Although a 
person knows in the abstract that this is true, yet if he be possessed 
of absolute .... power, he will never remain Jirm in his principles .. 
Human nature will be always drawing him into avarice and selfish
ness, .... and so .... will at last fill with evils both him and the 
whole city. For if a man were born so divinely gifted that he could 
naturally apprehend the truth, he would have no need of laws . . , 
for there is no law .... above knowledge . . But then there is no 
such . . anywhere . . ; and therefore we must choose law and 
order, which are second best. 

see in this passage a plea for the Rule of law, and it could well form the 
preamble to a penal code or other legal enactment. Besides, it is not meant 
only for the ordinary citizens, but the rulers also come within its scope. Earlier 
in the Laws it is Selid that the government must be entrusted to him 'who is 
most obedient to the laws of the state', 'for that state in which the law is subject 
and has no authority, l perceive to be on the highway to ruin; but. ... the 
state in which the law is above the rulers .... has salvation.' (715). 

iii) Popper refers to Laws, 923, where, discussing testation, Plato suggests 
that 'a man should not be allowed to dispose of his property in all respects 
as he liked'. The legislator must regard a man's property as belonging 
to his whole family, and regard 'hoth family and possessions as belonging 
to the slate'. Hence he must 'legislate with a view lo the whole. considering 
what is best both for the state and for the family, esteeming .... the feelings 
of an individual at a lower rate'. 

This might appear to us to be a case of extreme interfrrence in a man's 
personal affairs. and in the hands of unscrupulous rulers the principle spells 
danger for the individual. Some of the words of the passage seem parti
~ularly repugnant to us who take it for granted that one's right to the property 
one has amassed is absolute and unalienable. Plato holds that possessione 
are 'a common source of wickedness'"· He writes about the Guardinas : 

ff they acquire private property in lanu, houses or money, they will become. 
men of business instead of guardians, and harsh tyrants instead of partners 
in their dealing with their fellow citizens, with whom they will live on 
terms of mutual hatred and suspicion.4'A 

The idea is not very different from that which prompted Christ to ask the rich 
man to give away all his money and follow Him. Plato is less hard on the 

44. Republic, 417 
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ordinary citizen than on the Guardians, for on the latter depends the safety 
of the state. But the avarice of the citizen must also, he believes, be checke<f. 
Popper constantly disregards Plato's motives. Plato fears that, if testation 
were not state-regulated, individuals, 'tossed on the sea of disease and old 
age', might be persuaded by crafty relatives to dispose of their property 'in 
a way that is not for the best' (Laws, 922-3). 

We must also remember that in making his suggestions, Plato has in mind 
the philosopher rulers who have been cured of the desire for acquiring personal 
wealth, and, if not quite cured, are in any case forbidden by the laws to acquire 
it. 

iv) rt is one of Popper's contentions (Op. Cit. pp. 100-101) that Plato 
identified egoism with individualism and altruism with collectivism. Popper 
writers, 'Plato suggests that if you cannot sacrifice your interests for the sake 
of the whole, then you are selfish.' r agree with Popper that one can be an 
individualist having what are called self-regarding virtues, and yet be an altruist. 
He quotes from the Laws to show that Plato ruled out this possibility : 

There is common property (in Plato's ideal state) of wives, of children, 
and of all chattels. And everything possible has been done to eradicate 
from our life .... all that is private and individual. So far as it can be 
done, even those things which nature herself has made private and indi
vidual have somehow become the common property of all. Our very eyes 
and ears and hands seem to see, to hear, and to act, as if they belonged .. 
to the community. All men are moulded to be unanimous in the utmost 
degree in bestowing praise and blame, and they even r~joice and grieve 
about the same things, and at the same time.•5 

There is a similar passage in the Republic (462) which is referred to by Popper, 
and from which I quote some parts : 

f s there anything worse for a state than to be split and disunited? or 
anything better than cohesion and unity? .... So the best run state is 
one in which as many people as possible use the words 'mine' and 'not 
mine' in the same sense of the same things .... 
Such a community will regard the individual who experiences gain or 
loss as a part of itself, and be glad or sorry as a whole accordingly .... 

These two passages may be interpreted as a strong plea for complete 
communism where all private property and all indh,iduality arc eliminated. 
Even here. however, it must be noted th:it both passages refer to the entire 
body of citizens, including the Guardians. The no 1-guardians are not told 
to be unanimous in simply following the Guardians and extolling their every 
act. 

The passages, however, may also be interpreted as holding up an ideal 
of human nature and society. Except in the case of tl-e Guardians, Plato 

45. Popper, Op. Cit., pp. 102-3 Laws, 739. 
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nowhere suggests the abolishinp: of private property. Fven in the l.mrs he 
harr~ on its equitable distribution, to the con~ideration of which he devotes 
two or three sections (736-8). The paseagcs could therefore plausibly be 
taken to stress the moral and emotional unanimity of the citizens of the alrnost
perfect state, who have reached such a level of moral consciousness that they 
praise and blame the same things, and have developed such sentiments of 
mutu ... I sympathy, that the gain or loss that befall.:. dny individual affects these 
whole community as it affects himself. We do sympathise in the misfortune 
of our close friends and share in their joys, and at times of great nation! 
or world calamities it is not unknown for a people to feel 'sorry as a whole' 
At such times, to be 'unanimous in the utmost degree in bestowing praise 
and blame,' and being 'glad or sorry' does not appear an immoral thing. 
From this point of view, the words about 'mine' and 'not mine' may be in
nocuous. It is only the sheep-like and uncritical unanimity of a people under 
the spell of a despot that is despicable. The kind of society Plato might have 
visualised did, we are told, actually exist on a much smaller scale in the 
garden of Epicurus. 

(6) According to Popper, Plato's anti-individualism is connected with 
his belief that moral laws are 'natural'; and this again, is linked up with his 
'nostalgia' for a tribal collectivist society, in which individual freedom did not 
exist (p. 79). 

Popper argues as follows : (i) Normative laws are distinct from natural 
laws and express individual freedom, (ii) no such distinction exists in tribal 
society, (iii) Plato advocates:such a society; therefore Plato denies normative 
laws and individual freedom. 

i) 'A normative law, whether it is .... a legal enactment or a moral 
commandment, can be enforced by men', and is 'alterable', whereas 'a law 
of nature is unalterable; there are no exceptions to it', and is 'beyond human 
control' (p. 58). 

ii) A 'primitive tribal or "closed" society .... lives in a charmed circle 
of unchanging taboos, of laws and customs which are felt to be as inevitable 
'as the rising of the sun' (p. 57). 

Now, (ii) may be admitted, but as regards (i) Popper is still labouring 
under the archaic conception of normative laws, whereby they arc 'prohi
bitions and commandments', 'ru Jes as forbid or demand certain modes of 
conduct', and his examples are the Ten Commandments or the rules regulating 
Parliamentary electi~ns (p. 57). As such, they are 'based on decisions or 
conventions', and are 'imposed and enforced by man· (p. 60). Jn opposing 
the conventional morality of the Sophists, Plato may be said to uphold the 
view that moral laws are 'natural', but one must be careful to sec what this 
exactly means, and not rush into concluding that he identifies moral laws 
with the natural 'unalterable' uniformities of positive science. 
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A discussion of normative laws in any recent book on Logic will show 
that they are in no sense imposed upon anybody. but are discovered as some
how obtaining in the subject-matter. As an example, I quote from A.11 i11tro
d11ctio11 to Logic* by D. Mitchell. 

The axioms which serve as premises are necessary laws of logic. and the 
theorems derived from them follow in accordance with other neccseary 
logical laws or principles. The axioms arc not arbitrarily selected or 
prescribed; that is to say. they do not hold good because a logical in
novator has laid them down. They are not rules in the sense of the 
word 'rules' in which we speak of 'rules of a game'. It makes no sense 
to speak of such rules as neceseary or true: they hold because the inventor 
of the game has decided that they shall hold.** 

To Popper's contention that normative laws can be 'good or bad, right or 
wrong', but that 'only in a metaphorical sense can (they) be called "true"' or 
"false" (p. 58), the answer may again be put in Mitchell's words : 

They are rules in so far as they prescribe the ways within the system in 
which demonstrations arc to be carried out. But they are only 
prescribablt" because they are, independently of any logician's prescrip
tion, valid forms of infercnce .... The rule that permits uniform substitution 
on variables can only be a rule because it expresses a tme principle of 
logic.*** 

ff these words of Mitchell hold in the case of Symbolic Logic, they would 
apply much more so in the case of traditional logic, which investigates actual 
common-sense or scientific thinking. And they could be shown to hold in 
the case of moral laws also. In fact, Popper himself appears to agree with 
this view, for he says that Critical Dualism (the recognition of the distincti<'n 
between natural and normative laws), which he favours, has nothing 'to do 
with the assertion that norms. since they arc conventional .... are therefore 
"merely arbitrary" (p. 61 ). Neverthless, he still persists that while 'we can 
compare the existing normative laws (or social institutions) with some standard 
norms,' these standards are still 'of our making in the sense that our decision 
in favour of them i~ our own decision', that we have 'decided (they) are worthy 
of being realized', and that ·we alone carry the responsibility for adopting 
them.' He adds, 'The standards are not to be found in nature.' (p. 61). 

Popper's mistake arises from two sources. (a) By moral laws he only 
seems to mean conventional rules (such as, say 'One should not be rude at a 
party' or 'One should not lecture in a bathing suit') and 'social, institutions 
(like that of private property or monogamous marriage). He completely 
ignores decisions which are the result of moral judgments in matters of con
science or solutions, according to our lights, of moral perplexities - decisi0ns 

* London : Hutchinso1i University Library, 1962. 
•• Op. Cit., p. 57. 

••• Ibid., p. 58 

••• 23 
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such as 'I must tell the truth even though he may throw me out' or 'f must 
not be mean and hypocritical'. These, and others such as these, are decisions, 
but it would be difficult to explain them as 'conventions' 011 a par with the 
ones given above. One makes and carries out such decisions because one 
believes they arc right and not because they are 'enforced by men.' Even 
if they could be 'broken without unpleasant repercussions if one (could) only 
escape the sanctions imposed by one's fellow-men' (p. 60), a good man would 
not break them. That he may well break them, was the 'morality' of the 
Sophists, against which immoral view of morality - the view that morality 
requires external sanctions, that it is expediency - Plato reacted and consi
dered moral laws to be 'natural'. A good man will obey moral laws because 
he sees them to be in keeping with his nature, to express that nature at its 
highest. Popper himself is very unsure of his own position : 

It must, of course, be admitted that the view that norms are conventional 
or artificial indicates that there will be a certain element of arbitrariness 
involved, i.e. that there may be different systems of norms between which 
there is not much to choose (a fact that has been duly emphasized by 
Protagoras). But artificiality by no means implies full arbitrariness. 
Mathematical calculi, for instance, or symphonies, or plays, are highly 
artificial, yet it does not follow that one calculus or symphony or play 
is just as good as any other.46. 

Does it even imply that to write good symphonies or plays is to practice a 
convention laid down and 'enforced by men'? Just as a good symphony issues 
from the asethetic nature of the. composer, so a good action is the expression 
of a man's moral nature-it is natural to him. 

Popper is aware that Plato means something special when he regards 
moral laws to be 'natural'. He writes that Plato. 

attacks the materialists who say ''that. ... all normative laws are alto
gether unnatural and artificial and based upon superstitions which are 
not true."' Against this view, he shows first, that it is .... the soul which 
truly "exists by nature", .... and from thi~ he concludes that order, and 
law must also be by nature, since they spring from the soul ..... 

"laws and purposeful institutions exist by nature .... since they are born 
of reason and true thought."47 

ln spite of this 'spiritual version of naturalism' (as Popper calls it), he wants 
to foist upon Plato the identification of normative laws and the natural uni
formities of physical science. 

b) This springs from Popper's second mistake, namely, that conventions 
and natural physical laws are exhaustive alternatives. When he writes that 
'stan:lards are not to be found in nature' (p. 61), he is conceiving 'nature' 

46. Popper, Op. Cit., p. 65 
47. Ibid., p. 78, The Quotations from Plato are from the Laws. 
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exclusively in terms of physical nature. Of course norms are not to be found 
in nature, but those who, like Plato, hold that moral laws - and logical laws 
too- are not pr.!s;:riptions, 'prohibitions or commandments', speak of them 
as 'natural' in quite a different sense. That there cannot be any such 'natural' 
laws requires a separate proof, which Popper has nowhere furnished. 

iii) According to Popper, 'Plato was longing for the lost unity of tribal 
ife.' His holism, he writes, is 'closely related to the tribal collectivism· in 

which 'it is "natural" for the individual to subserve the whole' (p. 80). Popper 
seeks to support this thesis by trying to show that Plato justifies tribal collecti
vism by his theory of Fonns. Popper writes. 

Since it seems to be the task of science in general to examine the true 
nature of its objects, it is the task of a social or political science to examine 
the nature of human society, and of the state. But the nature of a thing, 
according to Plato, is its origin; or at least it is determined by its origin. 
Thus the method of any science will be the investigation of the origin of 
things (of their 'causes'). This principle, when applied to the science 
of society and of politics, leads to the demand that the origin of society 
and of the state must be examined. 48. 

Thus, according to Popper, when Plato investigates the 'essence' or 'Form' 
or ·Idea' of the state - i. e. the perfect state - he arrives at the tribal collecti 
vist society, for, says Popper, the Form or Idea of anytning 'is its forefather, 
its primogenitor' (p. 74). 

For this view Popper gives no references, and there is nothing in Plato 
to validate such an interpretation. and interpretation which is not borne out 
even if we concentrate only on the early Dialogues and ignore the later, maturer 
ones, of which the Parmenides explicitly repudiates any tendency to interpret 
the Forms as entities of any kind. Jn the early Dialogues (including the 
Republic, the Forms are regarded as entities, as perfect models, of which 
individual objects are copies. But these models are 'laid up in heaven' and 
are not earthly primogenitors at all. The Form of the Bed is not the first 
rude sleeping contraption that some carpenter may have made, the Form 
of the Bicycle is not the boneshaker. The Form of the Bicycle is the ideal 
bicycle which does not actually exist and never did, but to which our modern 
bicycles approximate much more closely than did the boneshaker. 

If we look in the Republic for evidence that might have been given by 
Popper for his th.esis that the ldea of the state is the primogenitor of all existing 
states, we might pause at Book II, 369-74 and at Books V, 445-9, and VIH, 
543tf. 

[n Book ll, 369-74, Socrates describes a 'community coming into existence' 
to 'see how justice and injustice originate in it'. He begins with a very simple 
primitive society, which gets formed because "the individual is not self-sufficient'. 

48. Ibid. p. 75 
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[t is generally agreed that 'his account, though historical in form, is not seri
ously so meant', for 'he is concerned to find out what are the underlying princi
ples of any society, even the s~mplest' (H. D. P. Lee, Op. Cit.. p. 100). The 
apparently historical account is really a philosophical investigation into the 
ingredients which go to make up a state. This simple primitive community 
which Plato describes is, in fact, very different from the ideal state 'laid up 
in heaven ' which he visualizes. Of course, there are certain points common 
to both, such as a certain measure of austerity and a merging of the individual 
into the whole. But the organization, the class-divisions, the nature of the 
Guardians, their education, et cetera, arc absent from the primitive society. 
H. D. P. Lee even wri.tes, 'Though he (Socrates) professes to regard this primi
tive society as the ideaL the description is commonly regarded as an ironic: 
parody of the "simple life" theories of Plato's day' (Tbid .. p. 100). 

A similar interpretation c.:an be put upon the passages of Books V and 
VU( and is, in fact, the most natural one. I shall quote the relevant bits : 

There are as many types of character as there are kinds of political constitu
tion. 

There is only one kind of goodness, but many kinds of wickedness, though 
there arc four in particular. The first kind of political constitution is 
the one we have been describing .... This, then, is my standard of a good 
state .... and of a good man. And by that standard all other forms of 
so::ial organization and of individual character are bad or defective, 
and w;; can classify their faults under four headings.• 9• 

Again, 

Anyhow, Y•1ll were saying that if th~s was the right kind of state, the others 
must be wrong. And ... you said that the others were four in number, 
and that it was worth discussing how they and the characters correspond
ing to them had gone wrong, so that. having examined the various types 
of charaacter and ranged them in order or goodness and badness .... so 

Now, these statements do not, even apparently, suggest that Plato is 
llroposing to describe a temporal process of degeneration from the ideal state 
:___the trib:.il S·:lCiety - which is the primogenitor of the imperfect states that 
follow. When he comes to Jescribe individually these imperfect states. he 
does indeed write in the following vein : 

Then let us try .... to describe how our ideal slate turns into a timouacv 
(Republic 545). -

We must first describe how oligarchy originates from timocracy (Ibid., 
550). 

But, in spite of this, it is still possible to hold that 'Plato is concerned with 
a m:Jral deg,rneration, and the historical framework should not be taken too 

49. Republic, 445 & 449. 50. Ibid., 544 
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literally' (H. D. P. Lee., Op. Cit., p. 302). rn any case, even if it is so taken, 
the prim;,genitor here is the visualized ideal state (or an actual approximation 
to th:it) and not the primitive tribal society. 

III. Protectionsim 

According to the ordinary meaning of Justice, 'what l demand from 
th! .;tale', writes Popper, 'is protection ... for my own freedom and for other 
people·s. and ·1 do nat wish to live at the mercy of anybody who has the larger 
firsts or the bigger guns.'>1 In the Platonic notion of Justice it is implied, 
writers Popper, 

That the state itself can never be wrong in any of its actions, as long as 
it is strong; tint the state has the right, not only to do Yiolence to its 
citizens, should that lead to an increase of strength, but also attack other 
st:,tes .... s2• 

Popper himself is "quite n:ady to see his own freedom of action somewhat 
curLtileJ by th~ state', and all that he demands is that 'the state must limit 
the fredom of the citizens as equally as possible'. He even grants 'a certain 
anuunt of state control in education'53 He asserts that his theory has nothing 
to d.o with the policy of strict non-intervention:, and that 'liberalism and state
interference are not opposed to each other'. All this being granted in principle, 
the extent of state-::ontrol becomes a matter of expediency and 'cannot', as 
Popp~r says, 'be solved by a cut and dried formula'. (Op. Cit. pp. 110-111). 
L::iokd at in this light, it was not necessary for Popper to have contrasted 
(Ibid. p. 102) the statement of Pericles ('We do not feel called upon to nag 
at our neighbour if he chooses to go his own way'.) which he favours, with 
that of Plato that the law is 'not for tl1e purpose of letting them loose, so that 
everybJdy can go his own w.1.y'. Plato b~lieves that the state is perfectly 
within its right to limit the freedom of a citizen to carry on a trade for which 
he is not lit. 'Merely to pick up the tools or any .... trade does not turn a man 
into a craftmm's•, says Plato, and, believing that governing is also an art--
the mast imporrant of the arts-he is afraid that 

if someone who belongs by nature to the class of artisans and business
men is puffed by W.!alth or popular support. ... and tries lo do an auxi
liary"s job: or if an Auxiliary who is not up to it tries to take on the func-
tions .... of a Ruler: .... or if a single individual tries lo do all these 
jobs .... -- this sort of mutual .... interference spells destruction to our 
state.ss 

Plato might be blamed for going too far in imposing limitations, but he does 
not si.lgg:;L that the state will limit the citizens' freedom unequally or grant 
privileges to its favourites. There is provision even for the demotion of unfit 
Guardians. 

51. Popper, Op. Cit., pp. 109-JO. 52. Ibid., 107 
53. Ibid., p. l ll 54. Rtpublic, 374 SS. Ibid., 434 
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On~ of Popp:!r's strongest arguments is to show that for Plato Protec
tionism as wdl as Individualism are 'identical with the ruthless .... Selfishness 
of Thrasymachus', and he says that 'the elaboration of its allegedly selfish 
basis is the whole of Plato's argument against protectionism', that he had no 
better argument, and that he tried to dismiss it 'by an appeal to our moral 
sentiments', our 'idea of justice' and our 'feelings of decency'. Popper finds 
Plato's method 'clever' but 'dishonest' (Op. Cit. pp. 118-9). 1 find Popper's 
account to be the result either of confusion or dishonesty. 

According to Popper, Plato 'expounded' Protectionism in the Gorgicis 
and the Republic, but he finds a 'tremendous difference' in Plato's stand in the 
two dialogues (Op. Cit. p. 116). In the Gorgias, says, Popper, Protectionism 
is 'defended' by Plato, because he was still under the humanitarian influence 
of Socrates. In the Republic it is attacked and destroyed. 

I shall show that there is absolutely no difference in Plato's earlier and 
later stands. What he does destroy in both dialogues is a false view of Justice. 
Protectionism, as such, is never attacked. 

Popper argues (Op. Cit. p. 116), 

In the Gorgias, the theory is presented by Callicles as one which he opposes; 
and since he also opposes Socrates, the protectionist theory is, by impli
cation .... defended by Plato. 

This is a poor argument. Because A opposes a theory x and also opposes 
another theory, y, of B's, it does not follow that B defends x. This would 
follow if and only if x were entailed by y. 

Popper proceeds (Ibid.) 

But in the Republic , the same theory is presented .... as an elaboration 
and development of the views of Thrasymachus, i. e. of the nihilist who 
takes here the place of Callicles .... and Socrates as the here .... destroys 
this devilish doctrine of selfishness. 

I shall show that the 'protectionism' which Callicles opposes is not at all 
e1itailed or held by Socrates in the Gorgias, and that, as an account of Justice, 
it is the same travesty or caricature which Thrasyrnachus gives and Socrates 
destroys in the Republic. Popper, it seems to me, makes clever play with the 
word 'opposes'. 

The protectionist doctrine that is being talked about by Popper is stated 
by Callicles in the Gorgias as follows : 

The laws are made by the great mass of people which consists mainly 
of the weak men. And they make the laws to protect themselves and 
their interes~s. Thus they deter the stronger men .... who might get 
the better of them, from doing so. 56 

56. Popper, Op. Cit., pp. 116-7. 
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This view is stated by Callicles (with 'open scorn and hostility') as a true 
picture of the nature of moral laws, because Socrates has been arguing that 
moral laws must be obeyed by all. In the sense of being uni;versally obligatory, 
Socrates holds they are natural, and Callicles opposes this by saying they 
are only conventional, invented by the weaklings to defend themselves against 
the mturally strong, who have a natural right to do what they like (Gorgias, 
433-4). Callicles thus subscribes to 'might is right', and considers morality 
or what w~ c:lll ju~ticc to be a mere policy, a matter of expediency. Surely 
Socrates does not, and does not have to, subscribe to this definition of morality 
simply because he opposes Callicles' view that moral laws are not obligatory 
on the strong man. This protectionist theory which is 'expounded' in the 
Gorgias is a travesty of morality and justice; it is the view on which Callicles' 
'doctrine of selfishness' is based, and is therefore the view of morality which, 
not Socrates, but Callicles holds. In one sense Callicles opposes it, for he 
does not think the strong man should respect moral laws; in another sense 
he does not opposes it - he does not oppose it as a true account of morality 
he propounds it as such. Popper distorts the facts when he writes that it is 
'no longer defended'S7 in the Republic: it never was defended. 

It is exactly in the same sense that the theory is an 'elaborati,on and develop-
ment of the views of Thrasymachus'. This is admitted by Popper : 

This theory, whose humanitarian character has been indicated in the 
Gorgias, is now (in the Republic) made .... to appear. ... as the outcome 
of the repulsive ... doctrine that injustice is a very good thing - for 
those who can get away with it,Ss. 

Thi.~ theory (the protectionist theory), which is alleged in the Republic to be 
'based on cynical egoism', is identical with the protectionism advanced by 
Callicles in the Gorgias. 

rt is the 'development' ofThrasymachus· nihilism, and ifThrasymachus 'takes 
the place of Callicles', it follows that it is also the development of the views 
of Callicles. We have Popper's own word for it that it is the same theory: 

Both (the passage from the Gorgias and the one from the Republic) present 
it as if its logical premises were necessarily selfish .... i. e. as if the protec
tionist view .... was upheld only by those who would like to inflict inju
stice, but are too weak to do so.~ 9 

Popper says this presentation is 'certainly not fair'59. This is contradicted 
only a page later, when, referring to the same theory in the Gorgias, Popper 
says that in it 'we find all the elements of Lycophron's theory: equalitarianism, 
individualism, and protection against injustice', and he adds that 'even the 

57. Ibid., p. 118. 58. Ibid. 59. Ibid. p. 116 
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reference Lo the .. weak'' who are aware of their inferiority fits the protectionist 
view very well indeed'*'0 . 

ff then the protectionism based on selfishness is a correct representation 
of the Protectionism Popper upholds, he upholds an immoral view of morality. 
ff it is not a correct representation. then he is wrong to speak of its 'humani
tarian character' in the Gorgia.1·. Socrates was right in destroying it in the 
Republic, and, since the doctrine is identical in both dialogues. it is unworthy 
of being defended even in the Gorgias, where, in fact. Socrates does not do 
anything of the kind. 

The truth of the matter is this. Both Callicles and Thrasymachus believe 
in 'Might is right', which they regard as 11atural justice; they both contrast 
it with justice as ordinarily understood, which they regard as conventional 
and which, according to them, is a device invented by the weak, and hence 
despicable. Socrates does not believe in 'might is right', but it does not 
follow that he must heel to the idea of morality as a policy or device. He 
finds it despicable for quite a different reason. 

Popper, on the other hand, seems to favour the kind of protectionism 
that is 'expounded' in the two dialogues and which is shown by Plato to be 
a parody of Justice. Popper describes a theory of Antiphon's thus: 

He believes that most norms are .... directly contrary to nature .... It 
is disadvantageous and even dangerous to break man-imposed norms 
if the breach is observed by those who impose them: but there is no inner 
necessity attached to them, and nobody needs to be ashamed of breaking 
them; shame and punishment are only sanctions arbitrarily imposed 
from outside.61 

This is a concise statement of Thrasymachus' view of natural justice 
with its development into the protectionism we have recently condemned. 
But Popper calls it' a humanitarian or equalitarian version of Biological 
naturalism'! Again, he quotes a 'similar equalitarianism' of Hippias (Op. 
Cit. p. 70) : 'Conventional law, the tyrant of mankind, compels us to do much 
t.hat is against nature', and he approvingly comments on it that 'this spirit 
was bound up with the Athenian movement against slavery'. 

I think Popper has betrayed terrible confussion in dealing with Callicles 
and Thrasymachus. What could be the cause? Perhaps this that while any 
true notion of Justice includes protectionism (i. e. the protection of the weak 
against the strong), it does not follow (as Popper thinks) that Justice is protec
tionism-a device inwnted by the weak who would like to be as bad as the 
strong but whose grapes are sour. 

• Popper says, 'provided the clement of caricature is allowed for', but I cannot undcrsrand 
what this could mean. 

60. Ibid., p. 117 61. Ibid., p. 69. 





HANUMAN ;JN INDIAN ART 
I ' 

B. N. SHARMA 

Hanumiin is one of the most popular deities of Hinduism. Almost every 
village and town in fndia has one or more temples dedicated to this gcd, where 
a small fair is held in his honour on every ·Tuesday. The epics, P11rii1Jas, 
secular 1.itcrature' and the epigraphs mention stories from hi's early life, 
particul~rly of unselfish service and utmost d~votiori ~~ his Divine Master 
Riima. He is also found represented . in sc~lptures, 'coins,. ano miniature 
paintings executed in different parts of India. 

The earliest depiction of Hanuman in art can be noticed in the sculptures 
of the Gupta period. A fragmentary image discovered along with several 
sculptures depicting scenes from the RiimayalJa shows Hanuman lifting the 
mountainDro~chala above his head1. Jn another relief. he is shown meeting 
Rama. Both the sculptures datable to 5th century A. D .. can be seen at Deogarh 
in the Jhansi district of Uttar Pradesh. A few Rimayai:ia panels are also in situ 
at Nachana in Madhya Pradesh. In one of these, Hanumiin is shown standing 
with Sugrlva and paying his obeisance to Rama. An ivory figure of Hanumin 
also of the Gupta period and probably hailing from Central fndia, is exhibited 
in Seattle Museum of Art, Seattle. 

A relief slab discovered at Shringwerpur in Allahabad district and now 
exhibited in the Museum Allahabad shows the figures of Rama and Lakshmai;ia 
holding long bows and carrying quivers full of arrows on their shoulders. 
Hanumiin and Sugriva are standing before them. The scene probably repre
sents the meeting of the two brothers with the monkey chief in the Rshymilka 
forest. This fine sculpture also belong to the Gupta period, 5th century 
A.D.3 

A contemporary sculpture found at Ramban is on display in the Bharat 
Kala Bhawan, Varanasi. It shows Rama and Lakshmai:ia seated on a hill with 
Hanumiin and other monkeys standing before them in reverential attitude. 
Jt appears that the two brothers are eagerly looking the construction of the 
"Setu-Bandha" bridge, before Rama's fight with Ravai:ia. 

A few terracottas of the Gupta period also depict Hanuman. The brick
built temple at Bhitargaon in Kanpur district has serveral Ramiyai:ia panels 
studded on its outer walls. fn one of these, Hanuman is shown lifting the 

I. M. S. Vats, Gupta Temple at Deogarh, MASI, 70, pl. VII, fig. c. 

2. R. C. Agrawala, Unpublished Sculptures and Terracottas in the National Museum, 
New Delhi, and Some Allied problems, East A1ul West, Rome, 17, 3-4, p. 280, fig. 16. 

3. P. Chandra, Stone Sculptures i11 tlie Allahabad Museum, Bombay, 1971, p. 97, pl. 
LXXIX. 
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mountain with his raised right hand,· In another terracotta piece from eastern 
tittat Prade~h· and now deposited in the State Museum; Lucknow, Hanutnan 
is seated in bhadr6sa11a with his hands placed on the 'knees. 

fn a beautiful terracotta from chausa in Bihar ~nd now displayed in the 
Patna Museunt, headless Rama is seated and Lakshamai:ia is standing 1'ehind 
him with Hanumiin and other monkeys. This fragmentary piece also belongs 
to the Gupta period, 5th century A. D.4 

A numb.:r of terracotta panels depicting various scenes from the .Ramayana 
w.:n: carvd during the early Pala period 8th-9th century A. D. at Antichak in 
Bihar and Paharpur in Bengal. In one of the panels from Antichak, Hanumiin 
is shown proceeding to the left side and carrying a mountain on his right-hand.5 

The Manikdvara temple built in 7th century A. D. at Suklesvara in 
Cut•ack dist~ict of brissa, Hanuman is shown with folded hands before Rama 
and Lakshmai:ia.6 The Ananta Vasudeva temple built at Bhubaneswar. in late 
13th century A. D. has on the northern side of the Jagamohana five balustrades 
which show the standing but slightly damaged figures of Rama, Lakshmai:ia, 
Sita, Hanuman and Vibhlsha~a.' 

During the Pratihara period, a number of statues of Hanuman were 
in;tallcd in th~ temples all over their vast empire. A fine image of the god 
cx;;atd in 8th century A. D. ·a~ Chittorgrah has been recently given to 
National Museum, New Delhi by Archaeological Survey of India. The right 
lnnJ or the deity is, raised high in th'.~ attitude of carryi11g a mountain, while 
the left is placed on the thigh. 

TwJ s~ulj)turcs of Hanumin b~longing to the Pratihara period, 9th-10th 
e.:ntury A. D., wuc discovered from Mathura. One of these wrongly assigned 
to th~ Gupta period by Dr. A. K. Coomaraswamys is now displayed in the 
GJv.:rnm~nt Museum, Mathura9 • while the other is preserved in the Indian 
Museum, Cakutta.11 He is standing on a prostrate female figure, which may 
be iJentified as Lanka-Devi, ~nd not as Chamu~9a as regarded by Dr. V. S. 
Agraw.ila.11 His right hand is held in the attitude of lifting a mountain. 

4. P. L. Gupta, Pama .~fuseum Catul11g11e vf A11tiq11ities, Patna, 1965, pl. XLVIII (Arch. 
6S28). 'I I • 

S. B .• ~ahai, Terracotta Plaques from Antichak, Journal of the JJihar ReJearc/1 Svciel>'• 
Patna, LV(I, I-IV, fig. 11. 

6. K. ·N. Mahapatra, Puranic Stories in the early records arid sculptures of Ori~sa, The 
Orissa Historical Reseurc/1 Jormu.t, Bhubaneswar, X, 4, p. 72. 

7. K. C, Panigrahi, Arcl1ufological Remains at .B/u1ba1umrc.r, Calcutta, 1961, p. 86, fiai. 137. 
8. A. _K. Coomaraswamy, History of l11dia11 a11d l11do11esia11 Art, New York, 1965, p. 86, 

ndte t( · 
9. Vogel, J. Ph., Cutalogue of the Archaeological lvfuse11111 at Mt1tl111ra, Allahabad, 1910 

p. 100. 
10. Arcliaeological Surrey of b1dia, Ammal Report, 1923-24, p. IOI, pl. XXXV, fig. K. 
11. V. S. Agrawala, Hanuman, Joumal of tile U. P. Historical Society, Luc:know, XXU, 

p. 148. 
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m Hanwnin was worshipped as "Bhumbakadeva" in the Chandella
lf11ffitory. At K.hajuraho, there are temples enshrining the images of the god. 
rn one of the temples, there is a life size statue of the deity which bears a dated 
inscription of the year 316 of Harsha era ( 922 A. D. )12 

'.JflJ 

lmiJTbe Pir~vanitha temple at Khajuraho shows Ra.ma and Sita. standing and 
i:ilg~ing Hanumin standing on their rigflt.13 In another panel carved on this 
temple, Sita. is seated under an Afoka trt:e ( in Lanka ), while Hanuman is 
~~~,~~i~g before her surroun:led by the Rakshasas carrying various weapons 
w~ tftf1r hands. 

ns~ headless statue of Hanuman is in situ at a place locally known as "Baniyi 
K.11.M~at", near Dudhai in Madhya Pradseh. Another mediaeval but colossal 
s;ulpturc of the god exists near the Hanumiin-Kunda, which is very close to 
t~6 f~ous Kalanjar fort in the same State. A 10th ~~ntury image of Hanumiin 
b.Jf?P~ipg to a nearby dilapidated temple is now installed in the open about 
h~ff,il ,mile from Suhania. 

I. Jd.> I J,... 

. 1;mJ~¢ famous Lakshml-Nariiyana temple at Bilhari, about 1 '.! miles from 
Kanti railway station, also has an.image of the deity, which must have.once 
bJ!e.n worshipped by the local people. An almost a life size image of tht:; god 
i~XiP-~rf p cell No. 35 of _th~ famous Cha~satha. Yoginl temple. at Bheraghat. 
~?io1~~·~ ~tatue of Hanuman 1s under worship at vil~age ~adgaon m the Jabalpur 
d1~.ct. t.ln all these sculptures date to the Ched1 period. 10th-11th century 
..\,; ~.: fils right hand is raisd above his head as if he is lifting a moun
ti!1h'. 17 A_t'colossal image of Hanuma.n assignable to the Chedi school, 12th 
century A. D., is displayed in the Birla Museum at Bhopal. A five feet high 
stti~b-~lltb.e god discovered at Gandhawal and datable to 16th century A. D. 
islieqibited in the Central Archaeological Museum at Gwalior. All these 
inulgasi Jlr6Ye the wide popularity of Hanuman worship in Madhya Pradesh 
duuftigrlaitdtent and mediaeval periods. 

ti;ru...rb~rl11 h . 1· h G I d -1 k. fU ·' t I. ·_ 1,-'Url)lg t e region o · t e a ta. ava a · 111gs o t tar Praucsrl severa images 
orth;f goa' Jere fashioned by the artists in the 12th century A. D. A headless 
statuHh¥'Ptllhuman found at Phaphamau is displayed in the Allahabad Museum • 

. r1:11fij thl7 same Museum can also be seen a torso of a colossal statue of the 
god found in the Allahabad district. His hands are broken. He wears a 
ktiilitfl!&1lttikilfa and a dagger is tu~ked at his waist.1• An almost a life size 
i'Th~~;~fJ~Cj,~eitifrom eastern Ut tar Pradesh is exhibited in the State Museum, 
Lucknow. 

· \ '.· l wQr~bi}!> ·bf Hanuma.n was widely popular in Rajas than. According to 
d}~ d:J.i'. bjha, he is still worshipped in all the villages of the statets. Amcmg 
mvr:r,,~, 
12. R. Awasin1, Khajurulw kl Dera Pratimaye11, I. Agra, 1967, fig. 38. 

13. _l)j .. ~rl f?~i~~lconography of Vis/11111, New Delhi, 1973, fig. 8.J. 

l~J/.P. ~lll up. cit., p. IOI, pl. LXXXV. 
15. G. H. Ojha, Sirolri Rujya Ko. ltiliusa, 191 I, p. 54. 
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tac· ancient- remains at Juna·Kheda in Jodhpur division, the temple of 
Hanuanin is regarded as the earliest. Another famous temple of the god 
is located at NadoL An ancient temple kno"'n as Hanumanga4h1 is at 
Arthuna, about thirty miles from Banswara. Jn another temple at this 
site, an image of Hantiman bearing a dated inscription of V. S. 1165 of 
the reign of the Paramara king Vijayaraja is enshrined. A huge image of 
Hanuman was installed for worship at Asava in Sirohi district as is evident 
from the inscription of Y. S. 1355 engraved on its pedestal. The Nilakai:i~ha
Mahadeva temple at Kekinda and various other mediaeval tcmpbs at Kiradu 
and several other places have numerous Ramayai:ia panels also sho\ving 
l·fanuman in one wntext or the other. 

··A scene from the qamii)'ul}a. where Hanuman had succeeded in securing 
the friendship of his master. Rama for the protection of Sugrlva has been 
remarkably illustrated on a beautiful frieze from the Siva temple built in c. 
10th century A. D. in Assam. In depict~ Rama seated in front and Lakshmana 
shown behind him. Sugrlva i5 kneeling before Ram:i in oheisanc.e. Hanumin 
a·nd other monkeys arc witnessing the scene in great rcverence.t7 

A ra£e image of five-faced Hanuman exists at Talaja in Kathiawad.ts He 
has four visible faces of a lion, garu4a, monkey, and a horse, while the fifth 
head, which should have been of a boar is not shown. He is four armed and 
carries a mountain and a club i11 his upper hands, while the lower hands hold 
a bow and an arrow. He is trampling a demon lying under his foot. Another 
almost similar five-headed but about 18' high statue of Hanuman is carved in 
the li11ing rock on one side of the famous fort at Jodhrur in Rajasthan. 

A finely executed sculpture studded on the temple of Mar:ic;lvyaniriiyai:ia 
at Bhimavaram in the east Godavari distrid shows Rama and Lakshma:i;i seated 
under a tree with Hanuma.n on it. It probably represents Hanuman approa
ching the two brothers at the inst.mce of Sugrlva.t9 

The famous monolithic Kailasa temple at Ellora, executed duri.ng the 
Rash~raku~a period, 8th century A. D. also shows Hanuman in several 
Rama.yai:ia panel<;. 

The Piipanatha temple at Pattadak.il built in the 8th century A. D., shows 
in one of its panels Rama, Lakshmai:ia, and Hanumiin witnessing the 'Setu
Bandha' bridge being built by the monkeys. In another panel. Hanuman 
is happily seeing the reunion of Rama and Sita after the conquest of Lar:ika. 

16. R. C. Agrawala, Ramayana scenes in Rajasthani ~culptures, /11dia11 Historicc.I Quarterly 
Calcutta, XXX, 1-4, pp. 156-8. 

17. Arclweol<Jgiral Surrey of /11dia, A1U111al Report, 1936-37, p. 59, pl. XVIII, fig. a. 
18. A. S. Gadre, A rare image of Hanuman. New !11dia11 A11tiq11ary, 1939-40, pp. 113·14, 

plate facing p. 113. 

19. C. Sivaramamurti, Early Eustem Cliulukya Sculp111re, Madras, 1962, p. 38, pl. IX, fig. a. 
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Among the numerous brolle images of Hanumin from South hldia, t1ae 
one from Vadakkupanayur, Tanjavur district is, probably the finest and best 
of all. The lovely group consisting of the images of Rama, Sita, Lakshmai,a 
and Hanuman belongs to the early Chola period, 1000 A. D. and is J;Low 
exhibited in the Madras Museum.20 

Another bronze image of Hanumiin with his hands held in front as if 
offering something (to Ram:i) is deposited in the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London. The fine image fashioned in Ceylon belongs to c. 13th century A. D.21 

Two fine bronze' images from Kera la showing Rama, Sita, LakshmaJ].a 
and Hanuman arc ~reserved i11 the National l'vluseum, New Delhi. Ju the·~e 
Rama is shown expounding philosophy and Hanumiin is holding: a palm- leaf 
manuscript in his hands. These are datable to I 6th-17th century A. D.n 

Hanuman was also worshiprecl in the Hindu kingdom of I\jepal, as is 
evident by the find of several sculptures of the .eod. A sculpture cf four-armed 
moustached god shows him sta1l'ling on the palms of a demon. He holds a 
club an::! a hammer in his upr>cr hands, while the lower hands carry a branch 
0i· a tree and a trident. The image bearing ::t dater! imcription of Newari 
Samvat 818 (1698 A. 0.) is inst:1Jled in the Darbar Square at Bhaktapur. 

A few Ramayana sculptures at Prambanan ((Java) dati1 ble to c. 9th century 
A. D., also depict Hanl.iman. Mention can be made of the panels showing 
Hanuman seated before Sita in Asokavana; demons puttin.~ fire in the tail of 
Hanuman; Hanuman jumping on Ravai;ia's paiacc with fire in his tail etc. 

20. C. Sivaramamurti, Soutlz /11dia11 Images, Bombay, 1963, figs. 40a-4lb. 
21. A. K. Coomaraswamy, Tile Arts and Crafts of l11dia and Cey/011, New York, 1964, tig. 49. 

22. B. N. Sharma, Further unpublished Kerala Bronzes in the National Mu~ New 
Delhi, La/it Kala, New Delhi, 17, p. 40 pl. XV, fig. 5. 



Introduction 

WOMEN OF NORTH KOREA
YESTERDA Y AND TODAY 

SOON MAN RHIM 

The Communist regime has had a profound effect on the Ii,·es of women 
in North- Korea. The status of women of traditional Korea is to bt: compared 
with that of the present day in North Korea. By " traditional ., Korea, is 
meant, in general that segment of population between the two extreme groups 
known as " nobility class ''1 at the top and the " despised people ''2 at the 
bottom, during the period of Yi Dynasty ( I 392-1910 ). 

North Korea's western contacts have been limited. As a result, we have 
little information about what is happening in that part of the world. The few 
Americans who have visited North Korea were kept from contacting ordinary 
citizens there. This paper has been prepared with limited available materials 
and therefore this discussion on the status of women is not conclusive. It is 
hoped that research will be continued in order to achieve fuller understanding 
of the conditions. 

For our purpose in this study, it may be helpful to sketch in briefly some 
historical background to better understand the scene in which present-day 
changes are taking place. Korea has been a battle-ground for world power 
struggles. World War H ended 35 years of Japanese control and brought in 
Soviet forces north of the 38th parallel and United States forces in the south. 
Tn 1948 the, northern area became the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 
ani1 the southern area became the Republic of Korea. The Korean war of 
1950-53 appears to have permanently divided the country. China and the 
U.S. S. R. had aided the North and the United Nations had aided the South. 
Today. North Korea sides with neither of its no~ quarrelling benefactors, 
preferring an independent course. North Korea has a population of 15,000,000 
and an area of 46 . .'40 square miles, which is about the size of the State of 
Mississippi. 

I. According to Man Gab Lee, six cla~scs. plus an outcasle group, existed in the traditional 
Korean social system : the royalty, the nobility (yangban), the country gentry (hyang
b:tn), the middle folk (chungin), the illegitimate sons of nobility (soja), the commoners 
(sangmin), and the "'hwnble folk .. (ch' onmin). Ha11· g11k Nongc/1' 011-11i salwekujo, 
(The Social Structure of Korean village~), Vol. Y (Seoul : Korean Research Center, 
1960), pp. ,4-5. 

2. This class included Buddhist monks. nuns, shamans, buffoons. travelling daneers, 
singers, and the Paekchong; and also included private and public slaves. For a detailed 
account of the "despised people" see Gregory Henderson. Korea, rhe Polirics of t~ 
Vortex (Cambrid1e : Harvard University Press, 1968), pp. 53-55. 
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The Status of Women ia Traditioaa1 Korean Soc~)' . 

Historically, especially <.hiring the Yi, Pcrfod ( 1392'19 IO ). the fcuualistic 
Confucian influence hall made a tremendous mark on Korean culture. Confu
cianism played a leading role which had the effect of degrading the women's 
status in traditional Korean society. Confucius had little enough to say about 
women. But what he did say was decisive and far-reaching i11 its effect. David 
and Vera Mace noted in their book : 

He based his whole teaching about human society upo;1 the patriarchal 
family, ancestor wo.rship, and the duty of filial piety. The function 
of the woman within this system was simple and clear. It could be 
summed up in one four-letter word 'obey'. Women is a creature born 
to obedience;3 

Throughout her life her duty was to follow the three obediences : 

I. Before marriage to obey the father, 

2. After marriage to obey the husband, 
3. Jn the event of the husband's death, 

to obey her son.4 

The quality of her obedience was to be unquestioning and absolute. 

These conservative Confucian ideas came into being towards the end of 
the Koryo Period (918-1392). Numerous writers and commentators of the 
Yi Period elaborated upon the theme, and drew up detailed rules for women's 
behaviour. Women were required to accept and maintain all these rules which 
were based on inferior status. The patriarchal view of women's inf~riority 
was manifested in many ways. Let us consider the traditional marriage 
system. 

The traditional marriage system in Korea was very severe, in that young 
people did not dare to choose their marriage partners. The special feature 
of the system was that only the parents could arrange a marriage for a boy or 
girl. Any romance between a boy and girl was,regarded as disgraceful and 
ainful, and was supposed to be unfilial to parents-even up unt ii modern 
times (c. 1910) : 

The Code of the Yi Dynasty, which continued in Korea until 1910, 
declared a love marriage to be illegitimate and subject to punishment.5 

Girls were usually betrothed in their early childhood by arrangements 
between parents. Since the 15th Century, the minimum age for a bride was 
set at 14 years. 1 his, however, in reality was 13 years, since Koreans reckon 

3. David and Vera Mace, Marriage: East a11d West (Garden City, New York : Doubleday 
& Company, Inc., 1959), p. 67. 

4. Ibid. 
5. 1'1id., p. 134. 
6. Ibid., p. 20 I. 



WOMEN OF NORTH KOREA 193 

age from conception rather than from birth, as is done in China. In special 
cases, if the parents were over fifty years ofage, or seriously ill, a daughter could 
be legally married at 12 years (which meant actually 11 years),6 Public opinion 
however, was opposed to these early unions, and the legal age was then changed 
to 16 years by the Kabo Reform of 1894.7 This reform measure also stipu
lated that a boy may marry when he reached the age of 20 years. 

Jn practice these laws had not been observed. It was not unusual for the 
girl to marry at 12 or 13 and for the boy to marry at about 10 yeats.1 As late 
as the 1920, it was found that 6. 2 % of girl5 under I 5 were already married. 9 

Jn the countryside it was common practice for a girl to marry the boy who was 
two to three years or four to five years, younger than herself.1° To certain 
cases, the young bride had to babysit her child bridegroom. She became si,mply 
one more added hand to the help with the baekbreaking chores of the faJ!lily. 

The idea of bride price was disliked in Korea. However, among the 
poorer peasant families, a cash payment was usually made to the bride's family, 
Jn P'yongan-nam Province, for example, at the tum of the centrury, it took an 
average of 1,000 to l,300 nyang for a peasant's son to get married.11 (A 'nyang 
was a 1,325 oz copper coin. ) 

7. The coming of the Kabo Reform went through the following historical background. 
In August of 1894, the Sino-Japanese War broke out in Korea, and Japan quickl)' 
defeated the Chinese armies. As a result of this victory, Japan established a pro
Japanese government in Korea. The king was pressed to make a number of reforms 
which were designed to modernize the country. These reforms, supported also by 
Korean reformist factions who were under Japanese influence, were established and 
became known as the Kabo Reform of 1894. It extended to every field of eeonomic 
activity, politics, society, and culture. But in the main the reform was not successful 
because of the lack of the groundwork of education, enlightenment, and propaganda 
by the government. Furthermore, this reform was unable to convince the citizens 
of its validity, since it came out of a pro-Japanese government which had emerged 
suddenly under Japanese military influence. Takashi Hatada, A History of Korea, 
trans. and ed. Warren W. Smith, Jr. and Benjamin H. Hazard (Santa Barbara:ABC
Clio, Inc., 1969), p. 102. See also. Son Kun Lee, Ha11' g11ksa (A History of Korea)' 
ed. Chindan Hakhoe, Vol. VI (Seoul : Ulyusa, 1971), pp. 242-245. 

8. Byong Su Lee, Ch' oserow konging/10 (The Marriage and Divorce Laws of Korea) 
(Tokyo : Syopungkwan, 1966), p. 56. Regarding child marriage Mr. Nam Hun Paik 
one of the prominent leaders of recent Korean politics, described his own experience 
in his autobiography. In 1894, at the age of less than JO years, he was married to a 
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Sometimes the purchase price of bride increased with the age of the bride. 
Estimating that one year of age would equal 100 nyang, a bridegroom had to 
pay 900 nyang for a 9-year-old bride, of I,500 nyang for a 15-year-old bride. 
This price was paid at the time of betrothal and was called " sonkup-ton" 
(advance money). A bride's price was often too burdensome for a poor 
peasant; in which case, he might sell his daughter in marriage in order to buy a 
daughter-in-law for his son with the money received for the daughter.12 The 
practice of the husband's family paying a price for the bride was an influen~ 
tial factor in keeping her in subor~inate status. If a family was too poor to 
raise their daughter. it was preferred to let her be brought up by her future 
husband's parents. The girls' family would rather do this than sell her into 
slavery or prostitution.13 

Traditionally, polygamy was practised by some well-to-do and upper
classes for the reason of perpetuating the family lineage if the wife had not 
borne sons. Yet. concubinage was prevalent among those who did have many 
sons. Here one could observe the deeply rooted human factors: the desire 
for variegated sex experience and romance that were suppressed in 'arranged' 
marriages. The practice of concubinage made a woman simply a sex object, 
besides making of her a constant threat to the wife. Many Korean wives must 
have been quite unhappy. They were required to follow their husbands no 
matter what their lot is. And, even though there was no legal prohibition on 
remarriage, in the case of husband's death. yet it was customery under the 
patriarchal system of Korea to require a widow to remain faithful to one 
husband and not to rernarry.H She remained in the family. 

Regarding faithfulness of a wife to one husband, the social custom was 
so strong that the mere touching of hands could cause a woman to believe 
herself unfaithful. This illustration is a true story : 

Jn 1592, during the Japanese invasion of Korea, an escaping refugee 
woman was attempting to get into a boat. A ro~er in the boat helped to 
pull her in by her hand. The woman cried that she had lost her chastity, 
and threw herself into the river and committed suicide.ls 

Tf a widow should remarry. ~he would be considered guilty of an unfilial 
act against her husband's family. One way in which this sentiment was ex· 
pressed was to declare sons of such marriages legally unfit to occupy any official 
position.16 Even with such restriction, it is interesting to note " widow 
abduction" occurred despite these facts.17 

12. Ibid. 
13. Mace, op. cit., p. 169. 
14. Byong Su Lee, op. cit., p. 49. 
15. Helen Kim, The Role of Women in the Next Half Ce11111rr. (Seoul : Ewha Woman's 

University, 1968), p. 11. 
16. Mace, op. cit., p. 251. 
17. The Dong-A-I/ho, May 12, 1975, p. 4. 
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Speaking of the traditional treatment of widows in Korea, the so-called 
.. technical widow " should be mentioned. This was due to the custom of 
early betrothal. As David and Vera Mace state in their book: 

A widow's troubles could begin early in life. Incredible as it may seem, 
it was even possible to be born a widow! Jn Korea, as in China pregnant 
mothers sometimes formally betrothed their unborn children. If the boy 
died before the girl was born, this made her technically a widow. If 
married later in life, her status would be that of a remarried widow and not 
a maiden.ts 

It was only in 1894, by the Kabo Reform, that full freedom of remarriage, 
without censure, was accorded to widows.19 

The traditional idea of superiority of men over women stripped women 
completely of freedom of divorce in Korea. The right of divorce granted 
only to men, however, was usually left to the man's parents for taking action. 
Divorce, therefore, was called ki-cho, meaning "abandoned wife."20 Parents 
were able to make or break their children's marriage even when their sons 
and daughters were adults of 30 or 40 years of age. 

[fa son loved his wife, but his parents did not like her, he was compelled 
to divorce her. Jn Korea, as in China, it was believed that one of the first 
duties is toward parents. Consequently, it was much more important for 
a son to please his parents than to please his wife. Only since 1923, has it 
been possible for divorce to be granted based on the agreement of the two 
parties concerned.21 

There were seven legitimate grounds for divorcing a wife, in traditional 
Korean society : (I) Rebellious toward her parents-in-law; (2) Failure to 
produce a son; (3) Unfaithful to her husband; (4) Showed jealousy; (5) Had 
an incurable disease; (6) Given to tale bearing and pernicious talk; (7) Was 
found to be a thief.22 However, there were three conditions under which a 
wife could not be sent away, even though grounds existed for divorce: (I) 
If she shared with her husband a 3-year mourning period for one of his parents; 
(2) If the husband had become rich or attained a high position since marriage; 
(3) If she had no home to retum to.23 These three restraints, however, could 
not serve in a case where the wife committed adultery, or had an incurable 
disease.24 

If a wife le fl her husband even with just cause, she could be given puhish
ment of 100 lashes. Jf she ran away and remarried, the legal penalty was 

18. Mace, op. cir., p. 260. 
19. Son Kun Lee, op. cit., p. 244. 
20. Byong Su Lee, op. cit., p. 50. 
21. The Do11g-A-Jlbo, May 12, 1975, p. 4. 
22. Byong Su Lee, op. cir., pp. 50-51. 
23. Ibid., p. 51. 
24. Ibid. 
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death by hanging.is For an adulteress, Korean society appeared to be a 
little m.Jre lenient than traditional Chinese society. The woman was expected 
to take her own life. And, a wife who committed adultery in Korea, was 
not put to death, but lost her status as wife and become a slave.26 She was 
never allowed to remarry.21 

In addition to the conditions discussed thus far, there were other in 
humane treatments which relate to the low status of women in Korea. 

Jn the past, a Korean woman was denied her name for a lifetime. Unti! 
marriage she was called simply by her childhood name, such as, 'sopunne 
(regretable or disappointing), 'koptani' (pretty), 'poksili' (happy), 'kunnyon' 
(big one) or 'chakunnyon' (little one). After marriage, however, even this 
childhood name was discarded and she was known to the community only for 
the surname of her husband's famil,y, for example, 'Kim-si' (Mrs. Kim), 'Lee-si 
.(Mrs. Lee) or 'Choi-si' (Mrs. Choi.). In the home she was addressed by a 
kinship term denoting her position in the family organization or by her 
children's name plus the word for mother, for example, 'Happy's mother·2~. 

When already in the feudalistic Yi Dynasty commoners were granted the 
privikge of having a name, yet it was not given to women. Even a high govern
ment official's wife did not enjoy her own name.2~ As recently as 70 years 
ago, when women had to appear in court for legal purposes, they were given 
certain convenient names in order to facilitate court procedures.lo Only 
in 1909, were women's names given for the first time in accordance with the 
census registration law of that year.lt 

Separation of the sexes was another form of mistreatment of women. 
When boys and girls reached the age of seven, they were not allowed to sit 
together. In the home, they were not permitted to use the same towels, hangers, 
or other commodities. They had to use separate items. For example, no 
girl could use a towel designated for her brother. Even within the household, 
Korean w.Jmen were strictly segregated from the men in the family. The 
arrangement of the household was that the husband lived in the front room 
while the wife w.ts closed off in th~ rear room. On the street, or in public, 
it ·was the rule for the wife to walk several steps behind the husband.32 Men 
could walk fr<!ely on the streets during Lhe daytime; Korean women, however. 
were not p~rmittcd to do so. CerLain times were set aside, enforced by curfew, 
when w.Jm~n could pass Lhrough Lhc streets -late evening until dawn. Regard· 
i:1g this W.)m~n·s hour, how~ver, it is interesting to note that: 

25. Mace, op. cit., 248. 
26. Ibid., p. 236 .. 
27. Byong Su Lee, up. cit., p. 49. 
28. Sin Suk Kim, op. cit., p. 43. 
29. 111e Do11g-A-Ilbo, May 12, 1975, p. 4. 
30. Helen Kim, op. cit., p. 25. 
31. The Do11g-A-llbo, May 12, 1975, p. 4. 
32. Ibid. 
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During this time no men were permitted on the streets except those who 
were blind, or public officials. Any male who dared to trespass on t.be 
streets during what might be called the women's hour, ran the risk of 
being caught and having his head chopped off by the public executioner! 33 

In case a woman had to go out during the daytime, she was obliged to wear 
a special jacket, which she drew up to cover her face.34 

This practice of secluding women varied of necessity, however, according 
to the social status of the family. It is reported that : 

Wives of farmers and workmen were obliged to work in the fields and 
the shops, and of necessity were permitted much greater freedom than 
their higher-born sisters.35 

Nevertheless, even in their case, extreme modesty was regarded as a primary 
virtue. 

Thi~ rule of separation between the sexes persisted until about the begin
ning of the 20th century. With the extreme forms of segregation, women 
in Korea were neither seen nor heard. Thus, they were inevitably cut off 
from opportunities for independence in social activities. Women were not 
only generally denied the benefits of formal education, but also were discoura
ged from developing any natural ability or talent which might be useful for a 
career outside the home. ''A woman's lack of talent is in itself a virtue," 
and "If a hen crows, the household crumbles,'' were frequently used proverbs 
to check any worldly ambitions of a woman. The result was general lack of 
professional skills among women and an incomparably higher percentage 
of illiteracy among women,36 lhan among men. 

For a woman, her most trying period began with her marriage. She 
was a stranger in the new family, under relentless surveillance and discipline 
from the parents-in-1.iw, unprotected by the supposedly intimate husband. 
A woman's first duties were to her husband's parents; only secondarily was 
she responsible to her husband. "A wife or concubine who made insulting 
remarks to her parents-in-law could be hanged without delay.37 She was 
expected to submit to her husband as she submitted to her parents-in-law. 
Especially the harshness of the mother-in-law was notorious. The only 

33. Hyontay Kim, Fvlk!tJre mu/ Cm10111s of Korea (Seoul : Korean Information Service 
Inc., 1957), p. 90. 

34. The Do11g-A-//bo, May 12, 1975, p. 4. 

35. Hyontay Kim, foe. cit. 

36. It is recorded that all women were totally unlettered until the middle of the Yi Period 
(1392-1910). Even after that, only some privileged women were permitted to read a 
few books exclusively. The reason given was that women did not need to cultivate 
the intellect. Sun Dok Yun, "Han'guk Yosong Undong Ui lnyomgwa Banghyang" 
The Idea and Direction of the Korean Women"s Movement), Taehll'a (Dialogue), 
lMar\:h 1975), p. 8. 

37. Mac.e, op. cit., p. 299. 
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consolation for the daughter-in-law was that one day ·she could hope to be a 
mother-in-law herself. 

Until she gave birth to a son, a wife felt as if she "sat on a cushion of 
needles... With the birth of a son, her duty was fulfilled in .p"rpetuatiqg 
the ancestral lineage and she found protection and security in the future.:Of 
her son. In case a woman was childless or failed to bear sons, this was a1tri
buted to her own unforgivable "sin".3s Dr. Gale, who landed in Korean as 
an American Presbyterian missionary during the winter of J 886, spoke of 
the mother having no son : 

rf she has no son, alas for her! Better had she never been born. Not 
only is she condemned by her husband and every member of the clan, 
but she condemns herself, and no ray of sunshine eve.r gladdens her broken 
soul. She is Rachel, and Hannah, and Elizabeth, as they were before 
joy visited them.31 

Even treatment during the childbearing period accented the difference 
of the sexes. Giving birth to a son, the young mother was encouraged to 
lie quiet in bed two or three weeks. However, if the mother bore· a girhmd 
lay in bed more than one week, she was put to shame or had to suffer an insult. 
Tn the Hamyang district in Kyongsang-nam Province, noted for the stronghold 
of Confuciansim, it was customary for the mother-in-law to prepare a feast 
when the daughte'r-in-law gave birth to a boy, as an offer~ng to the three gods 
governing childbirth. If, however, a1 girl child was born, the mother-in-law 
immediately left the house· and would not return for almost a week, as an 
expression of regret and disappointment for a newly arrived baby girl. l his 
disappointment was transmitted even to the girl ch\ld by the way she was 
named-such despicable names as "soun" (disapointment), "sopsop" (pity), 
"punt'ong" (anger) or "yukam" (regret).4a Even a baby crib was a method 
to show discrimination. A boy had a fancy crib, whereas the girl's was plain.41 

In this conneclion, Dr. Gale said again : 

The woman's place. first as daughter. one of contempt. A missionary's 
little six-year-old once came to his with tears in her eyes and said : 'Papa, 
I have a question." 'Yes, what is it?' 'Are you sorry that J wasn't a boy?' 
'Well [ should say not, I wouldn't trade you for a dozen boys. But 
why do you ask?' She said, 'The Koreans were talking just now , and 
they pointed at me and said. 'What a pity that she wasn't a boy!·~ 

Then Dr. Gale stated, regarding the stark picture of women's status in Korea : 
"She has been the slave, the dog, the toy, the chattel, the convenience of men, 

38. Sin Suk Kim, op. cit., p. 43. 
39. James S. Gale, Korea· i11 Trumilio11 (New York : Educational Department, The Board 

or Foreign Missions 'or the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., 1909), p. 104. 
40. The Do11g·A-Ilbo, May 12, 1975, p. 4. 
41. Sun Dok Yun, op. cit., p. 9. 
42. Gale, op. cit., pp. 103;104. 
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for all past ages.~ Despite this situation, he did not uespair of the future 
for Korean \Vomen .. He observed : "Thus was, yes, and still is, lhe world 
of woman, but mighty changes are taking place, and underneath the framework 
of her prison-house, earthquakes are shaking.''44 Had he heard new voices 
crying out that the Korean women should be emancipated? Let us consider 
those voices in the wilderness. 

Attempts to lmprol·e the Status of Women 

During the closing years of the 19th century, new voices were heard 
advocating the improvement of the women's status. A frontal criticism of 
the traditional idea of women did begin with the Tonghak (Eastern Leaming) 
Movement. This movement was begun in the 1860s by Ch'oe Cheu, a Korean 
scholar who attempted to combine certain features of Romarr Catholicism 
with the native Korean religions. The movement spread widely in the southern 
provinces until 1865, when persecution by authority broke out against Roman 
Catholicism and Ch'oe was executed on the charge that he was on adherent' 
of that faith. 

The Tonghak sect, after 30 years of endurance, reappeared under th;) 
leading banner of General Chon Pongjun in 1894. It gathered considerable 
strength as a political reform movement against the corruption of the ruling 
officials, who were ruthlessly oppressing the common peoplc.45 

What is most significant in ·the Tonghak movement in connection with 
our present study is to be found in its petition of human rights which may 
be classified as the claims of (1) human integrity, (2) elevation of the farmers' 
status in the society, (3) demolition of class society, and ( 4) equality of sexes.46 
Thus, as in the fourth claim, the Tonghak Movement began to raise social 
consciousness of the status of women.' This is remembered as a very important 
turning point in the history of Korean women. 

As successor to Ch'oe Cheu, Ch'oe Sihyong became the second Tonghak 
leader. Jn November 1889, Ch'oe Sihyong announced the six articles of 
discipline to guide the followers' daily life. According to Article I : 

Revere your wife as a god. Love your daughter-in-law. Love slaves 
as your own children ..... If not, Heaven will get angry.47 

His unswerving devotion to 'establishing hunrnn rights and particularly his 
elforts for women's enlightenment is amazing, especially in light of the social 
milieu of those days. He went as far as to free his own two slave girls-one 

43. Ibid., p. 106. 

44. Ibid., pp. 105-106. 

45. For a detailed discussion, see Son Kun Lee,, op. cit., pp. 2-123. 

46. Bon Ryong Sin, T011ghakta11g Yo11'g11 (Some Studies of Tonghak Society) (Seoul : 
T'amgutang, 1973), pp. 63-67. 

47. Ibid., p. 195. 
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became his daughter-in-law, and the other he adopted as his daughter.43 Jn 
addition, according to one of the 12 points,proposed by General Chon Pongjun 
to the government, at the time of the Tonghak Rebellion of 1894, it was 
demanded that young widows be permitted to remarry.49 

Furthermore, leaders of the Tonghak movement continued their efforts 
to awaken the awareness of Korean women through educational activities. 
For example, by taking charge of the Tonghak Girl's School in 1909, they 
made an important contribution to the development of women's education.50 

Another influence in the elevation of women's status in Korea was the 
Independence Club,51 organized in 1896 by a group of progressive leaders. 
The head of the club was Dr.Philips Jaisohn, a Korean statesman educated in 
the United States, and converted to Christianity. In this political reform 
organization, the problem of the status of women was also actively debated. 
For example, the Independent, the first vernacular newspaper started by Dr. 
Philip Jaisohn, editorialized on the 21st of April : 

Korean women live a pitiful lire. We appeal to the Korean people in 
behalf of these depressed women. Despite the fact that the woman's 
life is never inferior to man's life, women have been mistreated by men. 
It is due to the fact that men are still unenlightened. Instead of becoming 
reasonable and human, men try to use only their brawn to oppress women. 
How barbarous they are! But as the Korean women become educated 
and well informed, they will come to realize the equality of the sexes 
and will know how to handle unreasonable men. Jn view of these facts 
we call on the Korean women to be educated so as to become superior 
to men intellectually and morally, and to claim the right of women.52 

Here one can see a strong message calling on the Korean women to be 
awakened. What a firm stance on feminism it is ! 

Jn September of the same year, the /11depende11t again urged the govern
ment to give women equal opportunity with men in receiving education. It, 
stated : "ff the government would establish a school for boys, it is only fair 
to do the same for girls."53 · 

48. Chong Chang Mun, K1111seilbon-11i Chason Ch'imt' alsa (A History of the Modern 
Japanese Invasion and Assault on Korea) (Seoul : Paekmundang, 1964), p. 340. 

49. Ibid., pp. 361-362. 

SO. Bon Ryong Sin, op. cit., p. 157. 

51. For a detailed discussion on the Independence Club Movement. see, Son Kun Lee, 
op. cit., pp. 830-866. 

52. Quoted in Son Dok Su, "Y osongui Haewa Y osonui In' ganhwa" (The International 
Women's Year and the Humanization of Women), Kwangjang (Forum), March 15, 
1975, p. 4. (Forum is a periodical published in West Germany, hy Association of Recon
struction of Democratic Society. 

53. Quoted in Ewha Hakpo (Ewha Review), June 6, 1975, p. 3, a publication of Ewha 
Woman's University in Seoul. 
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A further inlluence in the elevation of Korean women was that of Protes
tant Christianity. Only toward the end of the 19th century, the opportunity 
for education was given to women and girls through the first Protestant Chris
tian missions in Korea. Up to that time, as we have discussed, the Confucian 
traditions had kept women within the bounds of the walls of their .homes. 

fn 1886, the very beginning of women's education was started by Mrs. 
Mary Scranton, a missionary of the Methodist Episcopal Church North 
ft was established at Ewha (pear flower) with one student.54 With this 
small beginning, in less than 20 years. ten other Christian schools for girls 
were founded by 1904.55 

It should be mentioned that Korean women were enlightened not only 
through these schools, but also through the Church Educational Programs 
of these first Christian missions. Regarding the far-reaching effects of the 
Church Educational Programs, Dr. Helen Kim, a prominent Christian edu
cator, observed : 

They helped to wipe out illiteracy by teaching women to read the Bible 
and to sing the hymns. Ideas such as democracy and world brotherhood 
were introduced to the rank and file of the people through Christian 
churches. Wiping out superstition, bringing about social class conscious
ness, and contributing to the women's own discovery of themselves as 
well as to the raising of their status are contributions brought about by 
these pioneer Christian missions.S6 

An early Presbyterian missionary in Korea, having seen some changes 
taking place in the status of women in the church, went so far as to say: 

The Gospel has been a large factor in liberating women in Korea .... the 
Korean woman had everything to gain and nothing to lose by becoming 
a Christian. Her circle of social contacts were immediately widened 
and enriched. Christianity taught a h1gher status for women than what 
she had known.57 

Although Protestant Christianity had been p:irticularly important in 
liberating women in Korea generally, its influence was not countrywide but 
was geographically limited. Membership increases before 1945 were much 
greater in North Korea than in South Korea. They were concentrated in 
Hwanghae and the two adjacent P'yongan Provinces.58 As Roy E. Shearer 
said : "The hidden, exciting fact is that Christianity in northwest Korea was 

S4. Helen Kim, op. cit., p. 22. 
SS. Ewha Hakpo, June 20, 197S, p. 3. 
56. Helen Kim, op. cit., p. 23. 
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a growing and vital force in the society.59 Consequently, it seems to be 
reasonable to believe that women in the north as compared to those in the 
south had much better opportunities to be free from traditional Confucian 
patriarchalism. 

We have discussed thus far a new consciousness of the rights of women 
that surfaced toward the end of the 19th century. Aside from the somewhat 
better legal protection of women regarding education, name, and divorce, 
the position of women in Korea, however, still was a subordinate one. Nor 
did women fare any better under the Japanese colonial rule (1910-1945). 
All these years, according to Dr. Helen Kim, women had been just servants 
of men, she observed : 

.... according to Japanese laws, women were treated like people of no 
importance or value along with children and crazy people.60 

Under the Japanese rule, the Korean women had to suffer doubly in serving 
men as well as the Japanese oppressors. 

The Japanese surrender in Korea, August 15, 1945, however, brought to 
an end the long night of oppression, exploitation and enslavement. The 
populace awoke, as in a daze, from a terrible nightmare. There were high 
hopes that a new day of peace, prosperity and freedom was dawning. Un
fortunately, however, this dream has never come to realization. Korea has 
been a country divided since World War JI into implacably hostile sides, 
one Communist and the other Capitalist. As Newsweek recently described, 
"There is an enormous gulf between the Capitalist south and the Communist 
north, but they remain to this day two halves of a single nation, the matter 
and antimatter of a divided people."61 

The writer now turns to the women of North Korea to assess how their 
status has changed under Communism. 

Changes in the Status of Women in North Korea 

fn 1971, the Chinese Journalists' Delegation paid a visit to North Korea. 
·Describing their impression of the women of that country, they wrote : 

At the centre of Korea's heroic capital, Pyongyang, stands the bronze 
statue of chollima, a winged horse with head high, speeding into the future. 
Like the man rider, the brave woman on the pillion is off with the same 
lofty aim. Symbolic of the Korean people's revolutionary spirit, it 
depicts the heroism of the Korean women along with the men.62 

This valiant image of women is a drastic change, considering it in the context 
of the im:qualitics and underdevelopment inherited from the past. 

59. Ibid. 
60. Helen Kim, op. cit., p. 25. 
61. Newsll'eek, June 30, 1975, p. 32. 
62. The ffer.1ic Korean PefJpfe (Peking : Foreign Language Press, 1972), p. 36, 
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Today North Korea, or the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
(the DPRK), proudly claims that women are "enjoying the equal rights as 
men in the social life of the political, economic, cultural and other fields and 
a worthy life as the true masters of the country and society and as the happy 
mother."63 

North Korea's commitment to equality for women is spelled out most 
clearly in the Articles of the Law on the Equality of the Sexes, promulgated 
on July 20, 1946.64 In general, they are : 

Article 1 Women are accorded equal rights with men in all spheres 
of economic, state, cultural, social; and political life. 

Article 2 Women, like men, have the right to elect and to be elected 
in the local and the highest state organs. 

Article 3 Women have the equal right with men in labour, equal payment, 
social insurance and education. 

Article 4 Women have the equal right with men in the free choice for 
marriage. The arbitrary and compulsory marriage which 
disregards the consent of the parties is prohibited. 

Article 5 Women, like men, have the right in freedom of divorce in 
case the relationship between husband and \\'ife becomes 
difficult with no hope of continuing relationship. 

Article 6 A marriage can be contracted only after the woman has reached 
17 years of age and the man 18 years of age. 

Article 7 Polygamy and the selling of girls as concubines or wives, which 
are medieval and feudalistic vestiges, are prohibited as infringe
ment upon human rights of women. 
Public prostitution, private prostitution and the institution 
of "kisaeng" (courtesan) are prohibited. 

Article 8 Wom.!n have the equal right with men in the ownership of 
property and the inheritance of land. 

By this law the Communists in North Korea desired to liberate the women 
who were traditionally subjected to all sorts of humiliation and subordinate 
positions. North Korea's women have been encouraged to play a full role in 
the task of the country's reconstruction. The government has, therefore, 
provided conditions and programs which enable women to be free of the work 
tint tied th(!m to their homes, and to take a more active part in the general 
labour force. 

For example, Day-care Centres are provided everywhere in the country 
w:1 !L! children may be enrolled at the age of thre( months. They are conti-

63. The Times (London) April 12, 1973, Advertisement. 

64. For detailed information, see Byong Su Lee, op. cit., pp. 189-192. 
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nucd to b.! cared for until they go to kindergarten6s at age five, and then 
receive ten years of compulsory schooling. Accordingt o an article in People's 
Xorea: 

Compulsory 11-ycar education will be introduced on a full-scale basis 
throughout the country from September I, this year (1975).66 

Mothers are able to leave their children al these centres provided by the stale, 
aaJ enter the labour force. But it appears that the Child-care Center Program 
has oth.:r goals as well. It is used as a program for "an early socialist indo
ctrimlion67 for the younger generation. Officially it is claimed that : 

Tn.: public upbringing of children is the most effective and excellent 
method whereby our youngsters are brought up to become the true men 
of the communist type.6l 

In ajdition to this child care program, women in North-Korea are given 
fr.!e hx.pital delivery aid and arc granted 77-days paid maternity leave. Mothers 
who have m'Jre than three children are allowed to work six hours a day and 
get paid as for 8-hours labour.69. 

F•1~thermo;;;, there are catering facilities such as rice-cooking factories, and 
Lu,.. iries, established in residential quarters to lighten the household burdens 
of the women.10 

At the Fifth Congress of the Workers' Party of North Korea, held in 
Nn.}mb;;r 197.:l, the cm.'lncipation ofwomen from the heavy burdens of kitchen 
anJ household w0rk was set as one of the three major tasks of the technical 
rev.Jlution to be carried out in the Six-Year Plan period.71 Jn view of these 
fa;ts, it a)p!lf:i that the so;iety is geared to give support to the working mother 
and lo sp1re h!r th;; double burden which other women have in so many other 
parts of the world. 

Today, North Korea claims that women account for nearly half of the 
labour composition of the national economy. According to Edward Kim, 
whJ visited North Korea in 1973, as the first American photojournalist : 

Wom!n make up a third of the industrial workers, and more than half 
. of all farm workers. Military service falls equally on both sexes.72 

65. h wa~ reported that in 1971, 2,500,000 children were growing up at the nurseries and 
kindergartens at the state and public expense. Tiie Pyo11g.vang Times, October 9, 
1971, p. 2. 

66. Tiie People's Kure11, April 16, 1975, p. 3. 
67. Edward Kim, "Rare Look at North Korea," Natio11a/ Geographic, Vol. 146 (August, 

1974), p. 272. 
68. The Pyongyang Times, October 9, 1971, p. 2. 
6J. Titis was m1de possible in O::tob.:r 1966 by the workday regulation for women. 
70. nie Pyo11gya1rg Times, March 8, 1975, p. 3. 
71. The Pyo11gya11g Times, October 9, 1971, p. 2. 
72. Edward Kim, up. cit., p. 272. 
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While the Supreme People's Assembly, the highest power organ, had 73 women 
deputies (16% of the total) in 1967,73 it has 113 at present.74 Even with the 
increased membership, the percentage of women in positions of political 
leadership appears to be relatively low. It is reported this year : 

More than 900 women work as chairmen of the management boards 
of co-op. farms and many of the directors of modern factories and chairmen 
of country co-oper~tive farm management committees are women. The 
wvmen engineers, assistant engineers and specialists m.1mb:r 162,567 1s. 

Women in the field of education play a very great role. The statistics 
of 1959 show : 80% in the primary schools, 50~~ in the middle schools, 30% 
it:' the technical schools, and I 5 /~ in the university.76 More women than 
men teach in the low level of schools - women predominate in the nurseries 
and kindergartens. Addressing the National Congress of Nursery School 
and Kindergarten Teachers in 1966, President Kim JI Sung emphasized : 

Ofcour:;e, all work in education is important, but above all, that of nursery 
school and kindergarten teachers who rear the small children is more 
important. 

He continued to say : 
By natur.::, it is up to the women to bring up children. To make light 
of such an important and honourable job as the upbringing of our little 
ones, the successors to our revolution and the reserves of communist 
builders, cannot be regarded as an attitude worthy of the women of our 
time who are advancing to Communism.77 

In a::!dition. we arc told that "the textile work force is largely female."7x 

rn the light of these facts, i.t appears that in the distribution of jobs in 
North Korea, there is some tendency to cling to traditional patterns. Sex 
role differences still seem apparent and ar.:: freely admitted even by the country's 
president as expressed in his address. 

As the North Korean women begin to make their particiration in economic 
production, they appear to have attained a better position in the family as 
well. For Communists this is a predil·table result which is taken for granted. 

73. Cn Dok Kang. ed., P11khu11ju11so (Compendium of Works on North Korea), Vol. Il 
(Seo:il : Research Center for Far Eastern Affairs, 1974), p. 220. 

74. The Pyongyang Times, March 8, 1975, p. 3. 

75. Ibid. 

76. In Dok Kang, foe. cit. 

77. Kim 11 S.mg, 'The CLJmmunist Education and Upbringins of Children is an Hon
o 1rablc Revolutionary o,1ty of Nursery School and Kindergarten Teachers," in Kim 
II S1111g Selected Wurks, Vol. CV (Pyongyang : Foreign Languages Publishing House, 
19711, p. 461. 

7d. Harrison E. Salisbury, To Peki11g - A11 Beyo11d; A Report u11 the New Asia (New 
Y orli: : The New York Times Book Co., 1973, p. 203. 
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•As Engels already declared in the 19th century : "The emancipation of wonien 
will only be possible when women can take part in production on a large, 
social scale, and domestic work no longer claims anything but an insignificant 
amount of her time."79 

Today we are told that the North Koreans have es.tablisbed new family 
relationships based on democratic harmony, putting an end to the traditional 
patriarchal family relationship under which the man oppressed the woman, 
and the woman relied on the man for her means of life. Both husband and 
wife are now economically independent. And the relationship between them 
is sai.J. to be shared as comrades. Also, it is said that a daughter-in-law may 
no longer be a subordinate to her parents-in-law as was the case in the olden 
days. That is because she, like her parents-in-law, became a member of the 
socialist workers, contributing to building up a new socialist society. Jn 
short, the North Koreans assert that this sort of socialistic family is based 
.on love and respect among the members, and each member of the family is 
fully ensured equality.so 

Until the recent past, the women's situation in North Korean cities, 
appears, however, to have differed from that in the countryside. Jn the cities 
there were more cultural, educational, medical, and other advantages. Work 
was more technologically advanced and socialize<.l. And so many women 
seem to have made more progress in the cities. As late as 1966, Korean 
Women, a publication of the Woman's Union of North Korea, had an article 
on a city woman crane-operator who married a country farm worker in spite 
of many unfavourable conditions. This was incomprehensible to ordinary 
people who usually saw the country girl seeking marriage with the city boy.st 
Women's status in the countryside, however, is said to have changed drastically 
for the better with the coming of the co-operative farms since 1954.82 Today, 
in North Korea there are some "3,800 collective farms" bristling "with tractors 
and other machinery."83 

Harrison Salisbury of The New York Times, after his visit to the Chongsan
ri collective farm, in 1972, one of the finest collective farms in North Korea, 
wrote: 

79. Frederick Engels, Tlie Origi11 of ti~ Family, Private Property a1ui tlie State (New York : 
International Publishers, 1942), p. 148. 

80. Sec U Ch'un Kim, "Nongch' on Kunrochatului Saeroun Munhwa wa Saenghwa1 
P'uagsupc Kwanhayo" <On the New Culture and Pattern of Life in Farming Villages), 
Compe1uiium of Studies 011 Folklore, Vol. II (Pyongyang : Academy of Science, 1959), 
pp. 22-24. 

81. ""Risang'gwa Hilenboke Taehan Sacnggak." (Thoughts on The Ideal and Happiness) 
C/w.,ow1yoso11g (Korean Women), May 1966, p. 58. 

S-2. Sin Suk Kim, op. cit., p. 38. 

83. Edward Kim, op. cit., p. 260. 
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This is a far higher degree of mechanization than l found on even the 
finest Chinese communes, and the level would exceed that of most Soviet 
farms.84 

Then he added : "To be sure, Chongsan-ri is a model, nonetheless, the other 
collective farms of North Korea follow its pattern.''85 

We are told that family incomes at the Chongsan-ri co-operative farm 
ranged in 1973, "from 3 500 won ( $ 1, 750) to 8,000 won ( $ 4,000), plus 7 to 10 
tons of grain, depending on how many family members work.86 Living 
conditions in this kind of model village is expected to be better than the~ 
co-ops where family income averages 2,500 won ( $ 1,250) and 5 tons of rice 
a year.87 

What is important regarding our discussion of women's status in the 
countryside, however, is that in the co-op. farm each member receives equal 
pay according to the individual work points, regardless of sex ... In North 
Korea this has been considered a very important factor which put women .oQ 
an equal footing with men. Because of this, it is believed that even an un
married daughter no longer depends on her father for a living, and a daughter
in-law need not be under the restraints of parents-in-law.~8 

Now North Korea's so-::ialist state takes pride in saying that the gap 
betwe~n the countryside and the city is eliminated. It appears to be true 
according to a recent Newsweek report : 

Recent visitors who have seen the countryside as well as the capital say 
that there is every evidence the North Koreans live well, if simply, and 
that blatant poverty is non-existent. Most farms have been mechani:r.ed 
and irrigated, and the country recently became self-sufficient in food 
for the first time in its 30-year history.89 

A New York Times correspondent earlier wrote in a similar vein, in 1972: 

Although living standards arc still low, the sharp disparties between 
the countryside and the cities that prevail in so many developing countries 
are being leveled out. Tndeed, the cash income of the peasants on tbe 
big co-operative farms appears to exceed that of the industrial wqrkers.90 

fn view of these facts, it is assumed that a great change in the women's 
status of North Korea has taken place both in the cities and in the countryside. 

Let us now consider marriage and love in connection with the emancipa
tion of women from the traditional patriarchaltsm. Even though the women 

84. Salisbury, op. cit., p. 198. 
85. Ibid. 
86. Edward Kim, op. cit., p. 272. 
87. Ibid. 
88. Sin Suk Kim, op. cit., p. 38. 
89. Newsweek, June 30, 1915, p. 33. 
90. Tire New York Ti•s, June 4, 1972, p. IS. 
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of North Korea have been ensured by law their free choic:e of partners, an 
amalgamation of old tradition (arranged marriage) and modern custom (love 
marriage) seems to have become a common form of marriage for a number 
of years. In this respect, a writer in 1964 made the following stiitement in 
the Korean Women : 

There is no doubt in my mind that the wishes of the two partners should 
be taken into primary consideration. But at the same time, the opinions 
of the parents and the family members are absolutely not to be neglected.91 

In 1966, a local leader of the Women's Union also advised the young people 
nor to neglect parents' wishes regarding marriage. She said in this connec
tion : "It is not right to ignore parents' opinion completely on the ground 
that the young people are in a new era. "92 

This may be interpreted that the old custom of marriage can hardly be 
dislodged without resistance, even under the sweeping reforms of Communism. 
Especially does it seem to be true in rural areas where the custom had been 
deeply rooted. lt is believed that 'love marriage', western style, may take 
a considerable t'me to become a way of life in North Korea. 

rt seems evident that after marriage, husband and wife are encouraged 
to engage in economic production and to build up a new society. In other 
words, personal sentiments of lo\'e and mutual attachment must be subordi
nated to loyalty to the Communist party and its leader and, therefore. through 
that to the state. Apparently, the North Korean Communists believe that 
love is not a personal but a social affair. This theme was repeatedly ela· 
borated on in the column ''Love, Marriage and the Home" of the magazine 
Korean Women. A couple of samples of this theme are sufficient to serve 
our purpose : 

Love cannot be an end in itself, but should lead to a true goal of life and 
to make it come to realization. Is not that kind of love the most desirable 
for this revolutionary age?'3 

A correspondent of Korean Women describes 'communist mother' as one 
who finds true happiness through serving others, and gives undi\'i ~d 
loyalty to the Party and its leader.94 

While recognizing the many kinds of affection and loyalties that people have 
- love between husband and wife; parental love; love between brothers -
and their importance. yet what is stressed is a 'higher form of love' which 

91. Kap Ki Lee, "Yakhonkwa Kyolhon" (Engagement and Marriage), Chosmmyo.wng, 
(Korean Women), November 1964, p. 47. 

92. Kye Son Kim, ct. al.. '"Nongch' on Ch' onyotului Kyolhonmunje .. (On the Problem 
of Marriage for the Girls in Rural Areas), ibid, May, 1966, p. 57. 

93. Ung Ho Park, "'Chinjonghan Sarangiran?" (What is True Love?), ibid., March 1966, 
p. 24. 

94. "Konasanjui Omoni'" (A Communist Mother), ibid., June 1966, p. 60. 
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is expressed through the love of the collective and comrades. This concep 
was succinctly described by one of the women students of Kim I I Sung Unher
sity in Pyongyang : 

Those who sacrifice their lives for the sake of the collective and c0mrades 
without the slightest hesitation are more beautiful and sublime.% 

rn short, we are told that in the North Korean communal, sacrifical love is 
nob16r than personal love. Selr-realization appears to matter little. Jn 
serving people, one is said to find a higher happiness. 

As has been observed in many other Communist countries, out of that 
kind of ideal seems to follow a puritani~al atmosphere pervading the general 
scene. For example, while the emancipation has freed women in almost 
every field of activity, no actual sexual freedom seems to have developed. 
Edward Kim. a National Gcof{raphic journalist, tells that while strolling along 
a beautiful beach near the city of Wonsan at the East Sea, he came to a sign: 
"MEN" - right on the beach. Then, farther on, another sign : "WOMEN'' 
- also, on the beach. His guide explained, on questioning, that the beach 
was divided into two sections so that men and women could have separate 
bathing areas because they preferred it that way. The guide asked curiously 
then, if it was true about the so-called nudist camps in America where men 
and women do not wear any clothes. rt is unimaginable that there could 
be such a thing in the world - he could not really believe it. 

Having seen this still prevalent restriction of sexual freedom, Kim com
mented in his article that : "The 'new morality' of the West has made little 
impression on North Korea's younger generation. I seldom see expressions 
of affection in public. "96 

Jt is a very interesting contrast to see the attitude of sexual restraint that 
characterized the North Koreans under Communism, and today's sexual 
revolution under way in the Soviet Union. According to a recent Neu· York 
Times article : 

In the Soviet Union, 28 out of 100 marriages now end in divorce, one 
out often births is illegitimate and among younger people premarital 
and extra-marital sex is becoming the norm rather than the exception.97 

For the North Korean young people, it appears to be a long way to go for such 
increasing sexual permissiveness as exists in some of the Communist countries 
today. 

North Korean Communism appears to have liberated women as \\ell as 
the young people from the traditional patriarchalism. But they have not 

95. Myong Suk Kim, ··urisilacui Charang Suroun Yongungch' nyo·· (Our Proud Heroine 
in Oi.Ir Tim~sl, Cit' t111rima (Winged Horse). July 1973. p. 82. 

96. Edward Kim, op. cir .. p. 267. 

97. The New York Times, June 17. 1975, p. 2 . 
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been permitted to use their freedom for self-indulgence. We are informed 
that in North Korea social activities for the young are mostly in organised 
groups, and young adults find mates through work, social and study 
programs. 98 The idea of privacy seems unimportant. 

In North Korea," marriage before the age of25 "is said to be" discoura
ged "99 now. Despite their late marriage, however, birth control methods 
have not been encouraged. This is interpreted to mean that with onl)i a 15-
mi.llion population, North Korea could easily absorb a larger growth in popu
lation to strengthen the labour force. As a matter of fact, mothers who have 
large families enjoy high regard. To the Western observer it may be a mystery 
what the many unmarried young men and women do to satisfy emotional needs. 
But they seem too busy to waste their time thinking about what we call 
romance or immoral sexuality. North Korea today appears to be a cloister 
filled with the spirit of monastic discipline. As Salisbury puts it,. North 
Koreans are dedicating themselves intensely " to the work ethic. " 100 Jn 
North Korea today, work seems to be a virtue in the same way it was in 19th 
century America. 

Today's North Korean women are pictured in newspapers or magazines 
as tractor drivers, lathe operators, crane operators, university students, railway 
station operators, textile workers, scientists, professors, members of the Suprem 
People's Assembly, members of the militia, and members of the army. Women 
in North Korea are clearly pictured "as proud masters of country and society 
and dependable builders of socialism. " 101 

Conclusion 

North Korea claims to be " a paradise on earth in which people are free 
from any slightest worry.112 But it may be a debatable question: can this 
kind of socialist state be called a country without anxieties ? While we may 
not agree on the term 'paradise·, there is no doubt whatever that they brought 
about a great change in the status of women. We are puzzled by this claim. 
P0ssibly it is due to the difference of opinion regarding the concept of paradise. 
When Mark Gayn, columnist for The Toronto Star interviewed one of North 
Korea's best known actresses in 1972, she told him that she " receives 68 a 
month. " 1 3 rf she wished to buy a jacket and skirt ( chogori and chirna ), 
she had to spend$ 32. She added that. however, all essential like food, shelter. 
education, are provided at low cost, almost free, by the state. 

98. Edward Kim, op. cit., Joe, cit. 

99. Ibid. 

100. Salisbury, op. cit., p. 195. 

llll. The Pyo11gya11g Times, March 8; 1975, p. 3. 

102. The People'.\' Korea, April 16, 1975, p. I. 

103. Mark Gayn. "The Cult of Kim," The New York Times Magazit1e, October 1, 1972, p.24, 
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Jn a material sense, the living standard appears to be far lower than Western 
standards, generally. But, being given a chance to participate in building a 
new society, on an equal status with men, women may have a greater gain for 
self realization than just by being able to acquire more material gains. It may 
provide a more 'possitive motivation for greater growth of the country.' 

Possibly, North Korean Communists desired to liberate women from the 
traditional shackle. But, on the other hand, they may have wanted to pull 
together a labour force of women for building a new socialist state. In any 
case, these two goals seem to have been met. 

One may question whether they arc happy or not under these circumst
tances; whether or not this may be another type of exploitation by govern
ment.104 This we cannot know, as we get only 'official' statements. There 
is a gap in information. Western observers may not contact ordinary 
citizens for comment. We cannot conclude from such limited informational 
sources what the actual feeling is of the people. This cannot be a conclusive 
discussion of equality of the sexes. Hopefully continuing further studies will 
be made in the future. 

104. A typical criticism made repeatedly by the South Korean government. Yet, South 
Korea itself has had a reputation for "low pay for workers and sweatshop conditions." 
(Newsweek, June 30, 1975, p. 33) This is particularly true among women workers. 
For example, in the Masan Free Trade Zone, established by agreement between the 
South Korean government and Japan in 1970, about 80% of the workers were young 
girls (in May 1975, about 75%). Their average wage in 1974 was 21,646 won - less 
than' 40 per month working IO to 12 hours a day, six days a week. This is tantamount 
to one-sixth the average wage of Japanese women workers. Of course, trainees 
receive far less tlun that average wage. And, from this wage they must pay for their 
room and board which is part of the factory operation. Furthermore, it is heart· 
rending to learn about how Japanese factory representatives in the Masan Free Trade 
Zone enticed young girls into pleasing their human feeling. (For detailed information 
about Masan Free Trade Zone, see "Masan Syuch' uch'u Ch'iyu Ch'iiki no Ch'ittiaich' 
osa (Investigative Report on Masan Free Trade Zone), of K'anggok Seiki Heiwa 
Kiingk'ai (CJmmitlee on Social Justice and Peace in Korea, established by Korean 
Catholic ChJrchl. The report appeared in Sekai (The World), May 1975, pp. 23-55) 
South Korea is also ill reputed for its 'kisaeing (courtesan) parties, the Korean equiva. 
lent of a Japanese 'geisha' soiree. Hundreds of thousands of Japanese men come to 
Korea'to have a good time' with 'kisaeng'. Each of Seoul's 1,500 registered 'kisaeng' 
took in S 120 a night from Japanese customers in 1973. The present South Korean 
government 1:x11ccted S 120 million in 1973 from tourism, mostly from Japanese 
men 'looking f0r action' in Kor.:a. According to Time magazine : "Some South 
Kor<!ans .... are disturbed by the fact that their country seems to be turning intl' 
Japan's bordello" (Time, June 4, 1973, p. 45). Here one can sec a case of the degradil 
tion of human rights of women in South Korea. 



8RHASPATI ON STATE PATRONAGE TO 
• 

FREEBOOTERS* 

RAGHAVENDRA V A.JPEYI 

The jurist Brhaspati had flourished during the fourth century1. Though 
his Smrti is a lost text, its views on various aspects of law have been preserved 
in the form of quotations and citations by early and late medieval writers. 
Their frequency suggests that during ancient and medieval periods of Indian 
history the Brhaspati Smrti was considered as an authority on law and legal 
procedure. 

Two unique verses of the lost Brha.i.pati Smrti have been preserved by 
early medieval writers Apararka2. Lak~ntldharal and Devai:u:iabha!!a.• 
They suggest that Brhaspati had accepted that freebooters had a definite role 
to play in the contemporary interstate politics. They further indicate that 
Brhaspati had recommended that state could not only grant them protection 
and patronage but could also claim its one-sixth share of the booty carried 
away by freebooters from another state. 

According to the aforesaid early medieval writers Brhaspati had accepted 
the state and the freebooters as partners in the project which aimed at ruining 
the economy of neighbouring states and had made the following recommenda
tions:5 

* This article is the revised version of the present writer' paper which he had presented 
in the Ancient India section of the Indian History Congress, Jadavpur Session, 
Calcutta, 1974. 

1. Though Jolly does not fix the date of the Brhaspati Smrti. he is convinced 
that it cannot be placed later than sixth or seventh century (Sacred bookJ of the East, 
xxxiii, 276). Kane places Bfhaspati between A. D. 200 and 400 <History of D/1urma
si:'i.stra, i, Poona, 1930, 210). K. V. Rangaswami Aiyangar is inclined to believe that 
the Brhaspati Smrti cannot be placed later than the fourth \:cntury <Brhaspati Smrti, 
Gaekwad Oriental Series lxxxv, 1941, Introduction, p. 185). Ghoshal places it between 
A. D. 300 and 500 (U. N. Ghoshal. A History of brditm Political Ideas, Madras, 1966. 
p. xxi). 

2. Yajtlaralkya Smrti (Apar'i"irka Tfka), Poona, 1904, p. 839. 

3. Krtya Kalpatam, xxi, (ed.) K. V. Rangaswami Aiyang<ir, Harnua. 1953, p. 74. 

4. Smrti Ca11driku, iii, part ii, (ed.J L. Srinivasacharya, Mysor.:, 1916, p. 440. 

5. Jolly, Op. Cit., p. 341. 
According lo the Dltarmakosa (ed.) Laxmanshastri Joshi, i, pt 11, Wai, 1938, p. 788, 
the following works dating from 1314 to 1833 had with minor variation reproduce the 
Barhaspatya verses: Vivadarat11akaru (125), Para8avamucl/1a1·a (311 ), Vivuda-Cintama11i 
<53-4), Smrti ci11tlima11i (18), Nrsi1i1/u1 prasada (26) Vivudaca11dra (39). Sarasvat'frilasa 
(276), Vyavahura Praka~a (305), Vivadu1ii.11eJa1•a (596). Vil'udlir1J.al'aset11 (145-6), 
Vyurnliururthasamuccaya (93) and Virlidaryaraltarn (35). 
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Svimyajiiayi tu yaccaurail} paradesat samahrtarn; 
Rajiie datvi tu ~9bhiigarii bhajeyus te yathamsatal}. (I) 
Caturo' msiins ta to mukhyah surastryamsam samiipnuyit; 
Samarthas tu hared dvyariisarii se~I} sarve samimsina~. (2) 
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(Jolly has translated it thus: When anything has been brought from a hostilf 
country by freebooters with the permission of their lord, they shall give a sixth 
part to the king and shares (the remainder) in due proportion. The four shares 
shall be awarded to their chief; he who is (specially) valiant shall receive three 
shares : one ( particularly ) able shall take two; and the remaining associates 
shall share alike. ) 

The recommendations give rise to the following questions: 

(I) Did Brhaspati use the term paradda in the context of another 
country ? Did the fourth century India leave any occasion for international 
relations ? 

(2) Was Brhaspati asking the state to introduce the practice of granting 
patronage to freebooters ? Or that practice was already in vogue ? 

(3) Even if we agree to believe that granting of patronage to freebooters 
was a prevalent practice, the question remains valid as to why he made such 
recommendations ? Was he not aware that such policy of interstate relations 
could ultimately ruin the initiator of the policy itself ? 

(4) How could he as a jurist recommend such an unethical policy of 
interstate relations and recommend two different standards for dealing with 
the cauras i.e., one p0licy for those thieves who were operating within the state 
and another for interstate robbers-the freebooters ? 

(5) Why he had covered the state-freebooters relations in the laws 
relating to partnership ? Did he want to protect the interests of freebooters 
or he was interested in evolving some mechanism through which state could 
control the activities of freebooters ? And finally, 

(6) [f the practice of granting state patronage to freebooter was a preva
lent practice, what were the constraints which made him legalise it and thereby 
reJuce the state to the level of freebooters and make it a partner in their anti
neighbouring state act ivitics ? 

Let us take up these questions one by one. 

As we haw seen earlier, Jolly has translated the term parc.desa as a hostile 
cu1111try.6 He seems to be under the influence of Devai:11:iabhaga who has 
explained it as ,, pmrcrful hostile country ( 1m;ha/atan; l'{/iride.fo ).7 Since 

6. Ibid, Ibid. 
7. Devannabhatta has tried to explain why Brhaspali had fixed the stale demand from 

freeb~~ters a~ one-sixth share while Katy°iiyana had, in his almost identical verses, 
rccummcnJed one-tenth as the state share. According to him in the case of Brhaspali 
th.: parwld11 was ~1 Prahalatara Vairidesa and in that of Katyayam1 (who. had used the 
term pararii~!ra) it was a durbalatara rairidda (Slll[li Cmulrikii, iii, pt. ii. p. 440) 
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Dev~abhaga dwells on the nature of the enemy power and not on the 
meaning of the word, we cannot accept his explanation as absolutely correct. 
The evidence of the fifth century Gupta inscriptions suggests that during the 
period terms prthivi6 and dd~ were used in the context of empire and not 
in that of country. Political conditions of Brhaspati"s India does not permit 
us to accept that that was the period of international relations, much less to 
speak of international gangs of freebooters and robberies. We may not be 
wrong in suggesting that Bfhaspati had used the term parade5a either in the 
context of a hostile state or in that of a11other stall'. 

Brhaspati's opinion on the nature of state demand in freebooters booty 
and also on the basis of the distribution of the remainder among the freebooters 
makes it clear that he had found his contemporary states already granting 
patronage to them. And that he was not the discoverer of the economic 
potential of freebooters. Only this much can be said that though that practice 
was in existence it w..is lacking moral and legal support. By bringing the state
fre.!booters relations within the perview or laws relating to partnership, he had 
removed that legal lacuna. 

Regarding the next question, that is, was he not aware that such a policy 
of interstate relations was ultimately going to ruin that state also, we can say 
that neither Brhaspati nor his contemporary states were viewing thiPgs in long 
term perspective. [t was a cut-throat competition. All states had one goal. 
All wanted to become most powerful so that they could remain centres of 
interstate politics. They were interested in securing their immediate future. 
Such psychology prompted them to patronise freebooters, who were not only 
ruining the economy of their neighbours but were also giving them a handsome 
share of their booty. They found nothing wrong in providing protection and 
patronage to such anti-social elements. 

A survey of Brhaspati's Vyavahara verses would convince us that he had 
adopted two standards for dealing with the e<i11ras. Though he had used that 
w0rd for both the freebooters and the ordinary thieves who operated within 
the state, in the case of the former, he recommended state patronage, that is, 
immunity from penal action, but in the case of the latter he had asserted that 
protection of the people from their activities was one of the main clut ies of the 
king, and king's claim of one-sixth shares of their wealth was based on his per
formance of those duties.10 It appears that Brhaspati's seemingly pro-free
booters policy was dictated by contemporary political compulsions. Organised 
gangs of freebooters were posing serious threat tot he very existence of contem
porary states. [n order to divert their thrust towards their neighbouring king
doms, and to keep themselves relatively free from the fear or their activities 

8. D. C. Sircar, Select /11.1criptio11.1, Calculla, 1965, p. 304. No. 24 Mandasor Stone Inscrip
tion mentioning Kumaragupta and Bandhu Yarman, L. 18, V. 23. 

9. Jbitl, p. 308.No. 25. Junagarh Rock Inscription of Skandagupta, L. 3. V. 3. 
JO. K. V. Rangaswami"s reconstruction of the Brl1a.1p111i Smrti, Vyavahara Kar;icJa, I, 39-40 
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within the state, states had started patronising them. The condition was that 
they would have the sphere of their activities outside the state and would, in 
lieu of the protection and patronage granted to them give a sixth part of their 
booty to the patron king. Thus as a realist, instead of recommending effective 
steps against them, Brhaspati had agreed to regularise the state freebooters 
agreement. This policy was going to help his state obtain an additional source 
of income which did not involve any financial or administrati\e burden on it. 

Here we may point out that Brhaspati wanted to empower the state to 
control anj direct freebooters against its target states. For this purpose he 
had brought the state freebooters relations within the perview of law5 relating 
to partnership. That is, like all other partnership projects, the activities 
of the freebooters were to be regulated by that law. Patron state was 
the first party. ft was providing to the freebooters an operational base and 
also protecion. And in that capacity it had a right to claim one-sixth of their 
booty as its shares. The freebooters were the second party which was actively 
engaged in the operation. By telling who shall get how much, Brhaspati 
had placed the state in the position of an arbitrator. That is, in the event 
of any dispute on distribution, members of their organisation could approach 
the king and could request him to mediate. By this clever mechanism Brhas
pati had placed the state in an advantageous position. It could now direct 
the freebooters against its future targets. After ruining them economically, 
it could wait for the opportunity; and after ascertaining ·chances of own vic~ory 
it could launch a frontal attack on them and defeat them in the battlefield 

The sixth and the last question is no doubt quite valid. Before the period 
of Brhaspati we do not come across a single evidence which, directly or by 
implication, might suggest that any jurist had ever tried to justify such un
ethical and illegal activity. And in the entire Dharmasastra literature Brhas
pati and Katyliyana were the only Smrti writers who had advocated the cause 
of granting state patronage to freebooters. Obviously, we have to locate 
the constraints which had compelled Brhaspati to make that departure from 
the smrti tradition (which had till then been providing code of conduct for 
the society, individual and the state and had been claiming the position of 
guardian of morality and custodian of law). 

A glimpse of Brhaspati's Vyavahara, verses on taxation and land revenue 
demands make it clear that he had made his recommendations in the verses 
under discussion because of certain political pressures. On one hand sources 
of state income were showing a downward trend and on the other brahmanas 
were enjoying special rights and privileges. Bfhaspati had himself m~de 
fresh pro-brlihmai;ia recommendations. He had in his three A.pad dharma 
verses equated the brihmai;ias with the king and, had on that basis, asserted 
that even landlord briihmai:ias had a right to remain exempted from the pay
ment of state dues.11 Jn an era of declining state income and ever increasing 

11. Ibid, Apaddharma Kiin~a, Vv. 18-20. 
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expenditure, without conceding king's right to tap unconventional sources• 
Brhaspati could not see his pro-briihmai:ia recommendations translated into 
actual practice. And by honouring the brahmai:iical claim for special rights 
and privileges, rulers could create a pro-ruler brahmai:ia lobby. With its 
moral and juristic support, kings could unhesitatingly pursue their interstate 
policies which no more needed to be based on some well-defined principles etc. 

Brhaspati's evidence on the sources of income and their relationship 
with the items of expenditure confirms our above hypothesis. 

Among the sources of income he had only listed war booty, taxes and 
fines. Though land revenue has always remained a major source of state 
income, Brhaspati has, surprisingly, excluded it from his list. 

Elsewhere he has made his recommendations about the should be nature 
of land revenue demand, assessment and its collection. According to him, 
state's land revenue demand was to be based on actual production. No 
uniform land revenue was to be demanded. State had the right to demand 
one-sixth of the produce of the spring crop; one-eighth of the produce of the 
rain crop; and, one-tenth of the produce of fallow land. 

This seemingly pro-cultivator policy was quite misleading. On one 
hand state failed to make irrigation facilities available to cultivators and made 
them depend on nature and on their own efforts and on the other by creating 
three categories of land and by basing the state demand on actual produce, 
it further brought down the land revenue collections. 

Jn this setting, claims for brahmai:iical privileges further aggrevated 
the imbalances of economy. l'ncapacity to evolve sound economic policy 
and, inability to gear up administrati\e system capable enough to deal with 
organised anti-social elements like freebooters, made the contemporary states 
pursue the practice of granting patronage to freebooters. And the money 
they received from them became a major source or additional income. 

As has been said earlier, Brhaspati did not assume the position of a real 
jurist. Jn order to protect his class interests, that is, the demand of special 
rights and privileges for the brihmai:ia community,he joined the king-brahmana 
combine, and legalised the practice of granting state patronage to freebooters. 

12. Ibid, Vyavahiira Kai:ic1a, VII, V. 11. 

13. Brhaspari Smrri, Vyavahara Kai:it1a, I, 43. 

14. According to Brhaspati's formula the mean land revenue should have been one-eighth 
(i.e., 1/6+1/8+1/10 = 3/24=24-~3=3+1/8). But this-formula will not work because 
the produce of fallow land has been accepted as a regular source- of land revenue. In 
fact fallow land was periodically left uncultivated. Thus actual land revenue receipts 
should have averaged between one-eighth and one-tenth. 
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This analysis of Brhaspati's recommendations oµ. state patronage to 
freebooters, projects a disheartening picture of the peace Lime interstate rela
tions of the pre-Gupta states of north-eastern India. Multiplicity of states, 
coupled with their peculiar peace time interstate relations, seems to have offered 
favourable opportunity lo the more energetic Guptas to carve out their 
kingdom and also to pursue imperialistic policy. Samudragupta had succeed
ed in providing political unity to the Gangetic doab and north-eastern 
India. And by the closing years of his reign, Brhaspati's mm:1c;lala theory 
had lost its relevance in the contemporary politics. 

15. The evidence of the fourth and fifth century Gupta-Viikataka inscriptions, suggets that 
the nine kingdoms of the Aryavarta were a well-knit society and their unifying factor 
was their common religion, i. e., Saivism. Thcugh brahmanas. the Viikatakas of 
Maharashtra and eastern Madhya Pradesh, were also Saivites: Likewise. the Sakas 
of Gujarat and western Madhya Pradesh, too, were devotees of Siva. Their common 
religion did not permit them to follow Brhaspati's policy of interstate relations and 
spoil their peace time relations with thei; neighbours. So also, the nine republican 
oligarchic~ of Hariyana, eastern Madhya Prade~h. north-eastern Rajasthan and Punjab 
(of India and Pakistani were having a common political ideology. No intimate know· 
ledge of the people of north-eastern or north-western frontier wa~ available to the people 
of the Ganga valley. Obviou~ly, Bfhaspati's policy of interstate relations could have 
found fertile ground in the states due east of Varanasi, most probably, in south Bihar. 

16. Though Samudragupta had. according to the Allahabad Stone Pillar rn~ription 

conquered the kingdoms of Aryavarta, the A~avikas and the kingdoms of Dak~inapatha 
he had not included the last two among the areas under his direct control. Only Bengal, 
Dihar and Uttar Pradesh (up to Mathura in the west) were integral parts of his empire . 

..• 28 



BRIEF COMMUNICATIONS 

NOTE 1 A PROPOS "ARYABHATA AND LOKAYATAS ,. 

G. V. TAGARF 

This refers to Dr. G. M. Bongard-Levin's article "Aryabha/a and Loka
yatas (Soviet Rei•iew No. 52-53, November 18, 76 pp. 58-64). Dr. G. B. L. 
(as the Soviet Scholar abbreviates his name) has made out a good case to 
claim Aryabhata to the Lokiiyata school of Philosophy. He rightly compli
ments Aryabha!a for "giving and exposition of his bold new ideas and brilliant 
conjectures, which ran so far ahead or his epoch as to anticipate some of the 
scientific discoveries or modern times" (p. 59), in his treatise hyabhafiya in 
499 A. D. when he was just twentythree. 

Dr. G. B. L.'s main grounds for regarding Aryabha~a as a Lokiiyata 
(follower of Materialism) are the following : 

(I) Postulation of four elements (water, earth, fire, and air) as the 
constituents of the world. 

(2) Emphasis on direct perception as a valid tool of knowledge. He 
quotes Al-Biruni who attributes to Aryabha!a the following state
ment : That which is not reached by perception is NOT knowable. 
(ftalics for emphasis by Dr. G. B. L. p. 61). 

The real trouble about Lokiiyatas is that original source-books of ancient 
[ndian Materialists are not available. As Prof. D. B. Chattopadhyaya states 
it in his "Lokiiyata : A study in Ancient Indian Materialism" (P. P. H. New 
Delhi), )"ALL (D. B C.'s emphasis) the original works of the Lokayatas are 
lost beyond the prospect of any possible recovery. What we are actually 
left with are merely a few fragmentary survivals of the Lokiiyata, but all these 
are preser1·ed in the ivritings of the opponents (D. B. C.'s emphasis) i.e. of 
those who wanted only to refute and ridicule it. (Lokayata : Intro. p. XV) 

Dr. G. B. L. attempts to reconstruct ancient Indian Materialism which 
is pre-Buddhistic) from late works such as that of a Jain writer Haribhadra 
(8th Cent. A. D.) and a Brahmin author, Miidhava of the 16th Cent. A. D. 
Moreover historicity of some pre~Bu<ldhist teachers is controversial. Gaut ma. 
the Buddha, is now accepted as a historical person. Hence if a view which 
is common to Buddhism and Lokayatas, it. can safely be claimed as the view 
of a historical Buddha rather than that or a controversial mythical teacher 
like Brhaspati. 

It is now well-known that.the Buddha postulated a doctrine of Five Aggre
gates (Panca skan.dhas) in the place or Atman·(Soul). In the First Aggregate 



BRIEF COMMUNICATIONS 219 

known as rupa ska11dha, the Buddha included only Four Elements instead of 
five (Samyutta Nikaya III. 10). In the Dhammasalig01,ti, the most important 
work of the Abhidhamma Pi/aka of the Buddhist Pali canon, which is called 
"A Buddhist Manual of Psychological Ethics" by its eminent editor Mrs. 
Rhys Davids (London 1900), defines "Ritpa'' as "the four elements and that 
proceeding from grasping that " {pp. 124 ff.). This is enough to show that 
the Four-element concept existed at the time of the Buddha and the Buddha 
was the first historical person to promulgate it. Aryabha!a lived in the hey-day 
of Buddhist intellectual activities when a galaxy of great Buddhist teachers 
like Maitreya Niitha, Arya Asanga, Vasubandhu and others were fighting 
with Brahmanism and were spreading the gospel of the Buddha. The Lokayata 
was not the dominant force at the time of Aryabha!a. Aryabha~a as his 
name shows, was not a BriihmaJ.la. He was a youth of twentythree, when 
he wrote his Aryab!w{iya. No wonder that this youth was influenced by the 
Buddhist theory of four elements. As against Dr. G. B. L, I would like to 
attribute the influence Four-element theory on Aryabhata to the influence of 
the Buddhists rather than to Lokiyatas. . 

The acceptance of "direct perception·• as an authoritati\'e tool of know
ledge is accepted by all schools and is not the differentia or monopoly of the 
Lokiiyatas. The statement attributed by Al-Biruni to show that Aryabha!a 
accepted only direct perception as the valid proof, could not be traced by me. 
Dr. G. B. L. also regretfully admits his inability to do so (ibid p. 61). Arya
bha!a is credited to have "anticipated" earth's rotation round its axis, the 
s:ientific theory of eclipses, ascertained accurately the value of 71'. Can we 
say that all these depended on his "direct perception"? Aryabha!a was a 
brilliant mathematician. Js that rigorous form of logic dependent on direct 
p.::rception only without accepting the validity of reasoning and inference? 

l n fact Dr. G. B. L. himself is not sure whether Aryabha!a can be claimed 
as Lokayata. He frankly confesses : "Ho1rner, it would be a gross ru/gari
sation to declare Aryabha/a a nu;terialist MUI assume that he 11·<1s a Loka ya ta 
follower (ibid p. 63; emphasis mine). 

What puzzles me still is that though Aryabha~a was an inhabitant of 
Asmaka (the Nandcd district and the adioining part of Vidarbha and Nizama 
bad district), his astronomical system-''The Arya Siddhanta''-is prevalent 
in Dravidian region only and not even in his native land Maharashtra. 
More research about his works is necessary. 

NOTE 2 THE DATE OF KUNDAKUNDA 
A REAPPRAISAL 

PadmananJi Ko1,19akunJ~ who is better known by the smoothSanskritised 
form " Kundakunda ", is one of the earliest and the most respectable author-
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saints among the Digambar Jains. Owing to the extreme notion of sclf-less
ness and self-abnegation current among ancient Indian authors, the date of 
Kundakunda is uncertain. Unfortunately in spite of the great contribution 
of Kundakunda, '"studies about Kundakunda are st ill in their infancy and there 
is scope for further investigation". (A. N. Upadhye : Introduction to 
Pravacana Sara, p. 122 ). Hence this note. 

Jain tradition gives two different dates abrnt Kundakunda: 

( I ) Kundakunda became an Acarya in B. C. 8 at the age of 33. After 
52 years in office. he passed away in 44 A. D. 

( 2 ) Kundakunda was born 770 years after the Nina~1a of Lord 
Mahavira : i.e. in 243 A. D. or 302 A. D. depending on the date of 
Mahavira's Nirvii:ia. The Age of Imperial Unity ( Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan's Hist. & Culture of the Indian People Vol. II, p. 699) 
accepts the latter date. 

Digambar Jain scholars are inclined to believe in the first tradition not because 
they have proved the 2nu tradition to be incorrect. but in their desire to assign 
antiquity to their revered author they have been lured by the illusive Prince 
Sivakumlira whom Kundakunda never mentions anywhere anu who is not 
known to Kundakunda's earliest commentator, the scholar-poet Arnrtacandra. 
He is first mentioneu by Jayasena ( 13th Cent. A. D. ) the commentator of the 
Tex.111.1· ornatior of Pravacana Sara. 

Granting that there was such a prince called Sivakumiira contemporary 
to Kundakunda, does he support the 1st date ? K. B. Pathak was misled in 
identifying him with the Kadamaba Prince Siva-mrgesa Varma (A. D. 528 ), 
as followers of Kundakunda - .. K1uulaku11da11l'ayas '' are mentioneJ in 
Merkara Plates dated Saka 388 i. c. 466 A. D. ( Epigrapliica Carnatica Coorg 
/nscr. No. I ) But arc Chakravarti and Upa<lhye correct in iJentifying 
Sivakumara Maharaja with Prince Sivaskandha or the Pallava dynasty ? 
Dr. Upadhye himself doubts. As he plainly states it: .. The only difficulty, 
in the way of this identification (of Sivakumura with Sivaskamiha) is the 
1111certai11ty of Pal/a1•a genealogy and Chro110/ogy . ..... in those ( Pallava ) 
records. mention is made of reign years and not of any standard era. The 
beginning or Pallava genealogy is chronologicully uncertain", 

(Intro. to Prm·actmu Sara P. 19) 
[t is wclknown that Prakrit Inscriptions of the Pallava dynasty arc earlier than 
those in Sanskrit. ff Sivakumara and Sivaskandha Varma be identical. the 
first Sivaska11dlw Varmii of the Pa/lava dynasty rulecl in the Fourth celll. A. D. 
and NOT in the first cent. A. D. ( vide The C/a.ssirnl 4r:e, Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan's History Vol. Ill; p. 282). And this date does not come ioto conflict 
with the date of the Merkara plates (even if it is assumcJ that the date of the 
plates is correct ). 

The Plates under reference mention six Kundakundanvaya teachers. 
This is not the physical heredity of the teachers of the Kundakunda-line. It 
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will be" an innocent hypothesis" as Dr. Upadhye calls it. This was a 
spiritual lineage or Vidyii Va1!Jsa and not a Mamsa VaTi'5a. In the Samartha 
Pratapa, a work written by a Junior contemporary of Riimadiis (A Maratha 
saint of the 17th cent. A. D.) we are told that in the last congregation of his 
disciples and disciples' disciples etc., 11 generations of his disciples were present. 
Jf that is possible in the case of Ramadas who lived less than 80 years, to have 
6 g.:nerations of disciples is not impossible in the case of Kundakunda who 
lived 85 years. Apart from this hypothetical argument where all these Kunda
kundanvaya teachers become contemporaneous. one must allow some time 
to pass between a saint and the establishment of his spiritual genealogy. If 
spiritual genealogies in Maharashtra are considered. even fifty years are more 
chan enough ( 1•ide Varakari Sa1i1pradayaca /tihas by B. P. Bhairat) Even if 
period of 100 years is conceded for this. it brings us to 366 A. D. (if the date 
viz. 466 A. D. of the Merkara plates is correct ). This places Kundakunda in 
the fourth Cent. A. D. and this supports the second Jain tradition which 
regards him as being born in 302 A. D. as correct. 

The second tradition explains why he attacks the doctrinal positions of 
the Svctambaras such as the denial of the necessity of nudity, women's natural 
incompetence to attain Mok~a etc. As Prof. Upadhye puts it "As to the 
posterity of Kundakunda to the division of the Jain church into Digaritbaras 
and Svetambaras there cannot be two opinions .. ( Intro to Pravacu11a Sara 
p. 14 ). This schism as is well-known. become finally crystallized in 136 or 
139 years after Vikramas( i.e. the Vikrama era). To trace it upto the 1st 
Bhu.drabahu of the Mauryan period is convenient history for positing Kunda
kunda in the beginning of the Christian era. In fact we should be more thorough 
going and trace this schism to the followas of Lord Par~va Natha and Lord 
Mahavira and trace the seeds of this schi~m in the 6th cent. B. C. if we are not 
prepared to accept the popularily <KccpeJ date of the schism in the 2nd 
cent. oft he Vikrama era. It explains why Svctiiihbar commentators did not 
write commentary whereas they wrote a number of excellent and voluminous 
annotations on Uma Svati's Tattvart/111 Si4trc;. This fact creates some doubt 
about the teacher-pupil relation between Kundakunda and Uma-svami (-ti). 
Kundakunda being a parampara---si~ya of Bhatlrabahu. need not be his con
temporary. 

As stated above. I wrote this note with a view to present the other side of 
the medal. I hope scholars will reinvestigate the problem and arrive at 
some definite date of this scholar-saint. 
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1975 Aru1ual Review of English Books on Asia ( AREA ) -- · Bringham 
University Press, Provo, Utah 84602, U. S. A., 1976. pp. Xll, 173. 

As the preface explains, The Annual .Rei•ie1r of English Books 011 Asia 
(AREA ) is the annual cumulation of English books featured in Hsin Shu, 
a monthly bibliographical newsletter produced at Brigham Young University 
This 1975 volume covers books acquired by the Harold Lee Library at BYU 
during 1974 and generally contains books published during 1972, 1973, and 
1974. A few entries published prior to 1972, but published outside of the 
United States or Canada, have also been included. AREA is divided into 
" subjects" ( geographic), ·• forms" and "authors sections". All books 
receive author (or ti Lie if no author) and subject (multiple) entries. Costs of 
books are suggested as retail prices. 

Going through this books of 173 closely printed pages Quarto size, the 
reader is amazed at the patient and painstaking labour that scholars in every 
branch of knowledge must have put in to produce this gigantic and compre
hensive work. The reader is delighted to find that all the countries of Asia 
are included, such as : Afganistan, Australia, Bangladesh, Burma, Combodia, 
China, Hongkong, fndia, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Laos, Malayasia, Mongolia, 
Nepal New Guinea, Pakistan, Phillipines, Singapore, Taiwan, Tibet, Vietnam. 
Numerous books referring to these countries find a plm.:e in this reference work. 
The subjects of the books cover an enormous variety. There are books on 
Political, Economic and Social developments, International Relations, Edu
cation, History, Geography, Description and Travel, PopulatiGn studies, Philc
sophy, and· Religion, Trade and Economic Relations, Family and Marriage, 
Politics and Government. Anthorpology and Archaeology, Art and Archi
tecture, Literature, Language, Linguistics, Nationalism, Military science, 
,Agriculture, Biography, Republican History and Culture, Cities and Towns, 
Communism. Communist History and Politics, Labour and Industry, Law, 
Mass Movements, Missionaries, Music, Poetry, Drama, Women. Children, 
Socialism, Colonial History and Culture, Economi(;s and Finam:es, Social life 
and Cu~toms, Buddhism. hilklon.•, Psychology Books having a distim:tin: 
format such as biography. bib I iography. d ict ionarics. thesauri, rel~rence 

works, textbooks, handbooks. photographs, cyc-witncs~ accounts, transla
tions receive a form entry. 

The book gives very detailed information about the authors so that the 
reader need not have to go to other reference works and biographical dictiona
ries. The biographical notes arc not brief. They give a complete picture 
of the author's life. career :uul difficulties. e.g. Albert 0. l'vlascotti (p. 154); 
author of Britis/1 Po!ic:y and t/11: Na1io1wlisl Movement in Burma, 1917 -- 1937 



REVIEWS 223 

who published his books at the University Press of Hawaii in 1974. We are 
told that the volume was originally completed as the author's doctorul dis
sertation at Yale University in 1950. Since Moscotti, in thefollowing twenty 
years was in the foreign service. he lacked the time to see it through publication. 
Upon retirement. he joined the Faculty at Hawaii and has been able to publish 
it in 1974. One is struck at the number of Indian scholars bringing out books 
on Asian Studies and notices that they are mostly teaching in universities 
in the U. S. A. A. Japanese Professor of English, Masad Miyoshi (p. 71), 
teaching in the University of California, Berkeley, writes a book on modern 
Japanese novel. The secret of the survival and success of Japan after the 
second world war comes to lieht in a book named Japan's Tra<le Liherlization 
in the J960's by Prof. Alfr;d K. Ho, Professor of Economics at Western 
Michigan University. (p. 70.) Prof. Ho, points out how Japan's liberalization 
promoted economic development rather than hindering its progress due to 
adverse foreign competition. Prof. Yoon Won z. teaching History at Sienna 
College, Londonville, New York, writes a book Japan's Scheme for the Libera
tion of Burma, relying heavily on japanese sources. Francis Hutchins, a 
lecturer on Government at Harvard University, focuses on the 'Quit. India 
Movement' of 1942, and publishes his book Gandhi and the Q11it 111dio .Movement 
at Harvard University Press (p. 137). The notes on authors are thus very 
illuminating and a sociologist could write a book on the sources of inspiration 
that scholars find in various countries of the world. 

A detailed summary of the contents of e:ich of the books is given so that 
the reader can immediately spot the book he wishes to consult for his own 
study. The various details given make it easy for him to lay his finger on the 
exact piece of knowledge that he needs, thus saving the time that he would 
have wasted in browsing among books on a shelf and picking out relevant 
matter. Thus the volume under review helps scholars and students collecting 
data and bibiographies in various subjects. The note on each book gives 
its summary, the author's thesis, his arguments, and his conclusion. Often 
details of various sections of the book are carefully selected and highlighted 

A reader glancing through the number of learned books resulting ·from 
deliberations at conferences and workshops is impressed with the academic 
work that is being done at these places. Thus, there is a volume entitled 
The Problem of Two Trnt/is in Buddhism and Ve<lanta (p. 3) edited by Mervyn 
Sprung, presenting nine paper.s read at a workshop sponsored by Brock Uni
versity and Canada Council in 1969. Unesco has published a statistical compi· 
lat ion which contained data upto 1967 under the name Progres' of Education 
in the Asian Region. Religious Ferment in Asia ( p. 6) is a collection of thirteen 
papers originally presented at the 1968 Midwestern Conference on Asian 
Studies. Jt is printed at the University Press of Kansas. Jndeed, the Ame
rican universities are doing admirable work since most of these learned books 
and collections of papers are printed at the various University presses. 
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AREA also throws light on the academi1: work in progress about various 
countries on the subject of Asian studies. In fact. the book is an indication 
as to which countries attract scholarly work. Afganistan has only one bcok 
published about it and that too at the University of Cornell Press. Tibet has 
only one book written on Buddhism and that too by a foreigner. A Biblio
graphy of Nepal is the only book about that country and it grew out of a rela
tionship between the Government of Nepal and Southern Illinois University 
in 1966. On the other hand, there arc more than 200 entries of books on 
China and the subjects of the books are numerous, some of them being 
Chinese History and Culture, Commerce. Buddhism, Biography, Literature, 
Chinese Arts and Crafts, Anthropology, Archaeology. Art and Architecture, 
Literature. Next to China is Japan which has inspired scholars to work on 
different subjects. India stands third on the list. There are quite a few 
books about Vietnam. The interest in Chinese studies is mirrored in the 
publication Chine.w• Collectio11 i11 the Lihrary of Congress in 3 volumes wherein 
are included excerpts from the annual reports of the Library of Congress 
for the years 1898-1971, pertaining directly to the Chinese section. This 
work was completed by the Center for Chinese Research. Materials ofthe 
Association of Research Libraries under P. K. Yu's direction. 

Brigham University Press deserves gratitude of scholars, librarians, readers 
and students for the great service they arc rendering to academic pursuits. 
The librarian will specially thank the sponsors of this volume for books which 
may be called 'A Librarian's Book Selection Tool" to dctennine which books 
of primary importance, which are of secondary importance. and which are 
not essential to basic collection. Our Indian universities can emulate the 
example of Brigham Young University and make the work of eager scholars 
pursuing different avenues of knowledge easy and enjoyable. This is a publi
cation which every library in Asia must possess. 

D. P. 

. BhagW'ctn Shree Rajneesh, The mystic cxperien1:c tr. by Dolly Did dee and 
Edited by Ma Anand Prem, Motilal Banarasidas. Delhi. 1977, Pp. xv, 543, 
Price Rs. 90/-. 

To the intellegentsia all the world over today. yoga has become a subject 
of keen intcr.!st. Even the so-called rationalists of today talk about yoga 
and its mystic powers. Hundreds of books on yoga are published every 
year in rndia and abroad. Most of these books however. tough only the 
fringe of the subject of yoga. They deal with yogic postures (A.sanas) and 
varieties of Prir:i&yamas. and their main object is preservation of health by 
means of yogic practices. 

We heartily welcome. therefore, the book under review - 'The mystic 
experience' by 'Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh ( =B. R. ). It consists of a series 
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or talks in the form of questions and answers. All these talks mainly deal 
with the mystic power of Kundalini --·Lile power (Pranasakti) its nature, 
the process by which it is awakened, and occult depths of Kundalini and spiritua
lity. The questions here arc asked by Yoga-Sadhakas as well as persons 
interested in occult science. Some of these questions arc frankly personal 
and critical; the answers arc equally frank giving B. R.'s experiences of the 
awakening or his Kundalini. The answers are given by the method of relating 
anecdotes and stories . -- a method adopted by Jesus Christ, Buddha and the 
Upanisadic seers. This has rendered the talks illuminating and interesting. 
The first five chapters of the book deal with the actual process of the awakening 
of Kundalini. Instructions regarding meditation to be performed in consecu
tive stages, are given by B. R. personally to the assembled Sadhakas. The 
result of the deep breathing done by the Sadhakas is shocking and bewildering. 
All the hitherto repressed feelings emotions burst out violently and conse
quently some of the Sadhakas shriek, some laugh uncontrollably, some wallow 
on the ground and some embrace their neighbours! The high tension of the 
mind caused by deep breathing is responsible for this pandemonium. 

Shaktipat (i. c. transferring of the super human power of the Master to 
the disciple) also brings about such violent results. But ultimately all this 
disturbance is quelled and the sadhaka goes into the final stage of Samadhi 
in which his awakened Kundalini rests peacefully with the inner soul 
(Antaratma) residing in the smallest cavity in brain called Brahmarandhra. 

[n the rnntext of lhe awakening of Kundalini, a questioner ;isked B. R. 
whether there is any relationship between deep hreathing and the process of 
the awakening of Kundalini. The answer given by B. R. is as follows :
"There is a very deep-rooted relationship between deep breathing and the 
awakening or Kundalini (energy). This energy has two forms. If the Kunda
lini energy flows toward the body, it becomes sex-energy. If it flows toward 
the soul it becomes Kundalini, while llowing toward the body it descends, 
and when fl.o\\-ing toward the soul it ascends; but the place where it is can 
only be stimulated by breath. Deep breathing has a profound effect on the 
Kundalini. l"n ordinary peLlple Kundalini is in deep slumber sinrc many births; 
(so) very hard blows arc required for it to be awakened. The hasic centre 
of the Kundalini is hit by deep and intense breathing. It happens many a 
time, that with the hammer strokes of breathing the sex centre is stimulated. 
When the breathing pace accelerates and strikes at the Kunda (The reservoir 
or dormant energy) the experience of sex is felt. 

The great yogi GurdjietT had his Kundalini fully awakened. In his 
presence many women felt that their sex centres were stimulated. This was 
very natural; but was badly criticised for th is. though it was not his fault 
at all. The vibrations around a person whose Kundalini is awakened begin 
to work on the Kundalini of those who approach him; their Kundalini lies 
asleep near the ~ex centre: therefore. that centre is affected first. 

••• 29 
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D.:ep breathing has a tremendous effect on the Kundalini. The first 
cff.:ct will be on the centre which is most active within the person. If a man 
is sexual his sexuality will become increasingly active. 

This is B. R.'s mcthod of awakening the Kundalini of Sadhakas, there is 
an immediate effect on the sex centres of the sadhakas especially women sadha 
kas; and sometimes they give vent to their repressed emotions in a manner 
which is shocking to those who keep before them the standard of conventional 
morality. It is exactly at this point that B. R. has been severely criticised 
by many eduqtcd people in India especially in Maharashtra and Gujarat 
for his strange method of awakening Kundalini in the Sadhakas. But the 
fact is that this frenzy of sex stimulation completely vanishes when the Sadhaka 
enters into the ncxt stage of Meditation in which the Sadhaka asks the question 
'who am I' in an incessantly loud voice. These arc two clear ways before 
the Sadhaka. The first way of deep breathing has its impact on the body, 
the second way of asking 'who am I' has its impact on the mind; and this 
impact on the mind is more forceful that the impact of deep breathing. 

Now if all this is happening without your will, your identity with the body 
will begin to loosen; with the impact coming from these two planes (the physical 
and the ment~I) the Kundalini will awaken and with its awakening unique 
experiences will begin to happen. On entering the path of Kundalini'sjourney 
man's story is no longer of an individual but the story oft he Universal C onsci
ousness Sri Aurobindo used to speak in this language, but he was not clearly 
understood. Then the subject matter is not of one person alone, but of the 
whole Cosmic Consciousness; and this is the final goal of the awakening of 
Kundalini. 

This method adopted by B. R. for the awakening of the Kundalini is 
identical with the method adopted by Shakta··philosophers whose motto is 
"Deliverance from bondage is through enjoyment'' --The word enjoyment 
here used is grossly misunderstood. fnjoyment in the present context, 
means purging of all the intensely repressed emotions from our mind by 
giving free vent to them. In other words it is method of Catharsis. This 
Catharsis - is according to the view of Aristotle brought about by witnessing 

·tragedies on the stage, in which scenes full of pity and terror and predominant. 

Thus the mysteries of Kundalini yoga have been unravelled by B. R. 
to his disciples (and the readers) through these illuminating and very interesting 
talks. 

We. therefore, recommend this volume to those deeply interested in yoga, 
in its practical and theoretical aspect. 

R. B. A. 
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The Brhadyogiyajifavalkyasmrti-2nd rev. ed., by Swami Kuvalayanand, 
R.aghunathshastri Kokaje, Ed. The Kaivalyadhama, S. M. Y. M. Samiti, 
Lonavala, 1976, pp. 28 + 262, Price Rs. 20/-. 

The Brhadyogiyiijnuvalkvasmrti is an important work on Yoga which dilates 
on prescribed daily duties such as bath, sandhya., suryorasana etc. This 
work consisting of 12 Adhyayas is evidently different from t11e well-known 
Yiijnara/kyasmrti which consists of only 3 Adhyayas laying stress on the 
Vyavaharadhyaya. The present work associated with the term yogi preceding 
Yajiiavalkya has its own distindive features. Firstly the author of this work 
has taken care to include Yogic practices such as prar:iayama, pratyahara 
etc. in the daily duties mentioned in the Vedic Karmakar:i9a thereby followin£ 
a method different from that of the Pataiijala yoga as well as Ha~hayoga. 
Secondly, the author of this work unlike other works in Yogasastrn upholds 
the view of jniinakarmasamucchaya. In fact. he has boldly said that Jiiana 
without karma as w.!ll as Karma without Jiiiina remains incomplete and a 
judicious combination of both can only lead to welfare. Thereby qualifying 
the householder also to secure Mok~a. Thirdly, although the author of 
this Smfti has accepted the 8 different accessions of Yoga given by Pataiijali, 
he has thought it proper to change the order of Dharai:ia, Dhyana and Samad hi 
giving preference to Dhyana over Dharar:ia. 

This work was first edited in 1951 by the learned editors, with due 
care and caution. The present volume is the revised edition whert>in parallel 
ideas from additional works such as Bral11nin:wsarvasrn, Amrtuniidopani~acl, 

Brahmabindupani~url etc. have also been given with a view to either corroborate 
or elucidate the author's point of view. Greater care has been taken in giving 
parallel ideas on the same topic by different Smftis or works such as Atrismrti. 
Smrticandrikii, Br.uillwyiinadharma-siitra etc. so as to help the reader to compare 
the;,, and arrive at a conclusion regarding the contribution of the author of the 
present work. Appendices have added to the value of this edition by way 
of a reference w0rk. Appendix 1 brings together all verses attributed to the 
author of the by other writers but not found in the extent version. Appendix 
2 brings together some verses in the work commented and explained by 
the original editors. Appendix 3 gives the \\ hich is helpful in locating 
references; the eighth alphabetical list of the technical terms in Yogasiistra 
from the Brhadyog{yii jnavalkyasmrti is indee<l very useful. The same can 
be said about the list of special words in the work. The fact that the editors 
have given an alphab.:tical list of the quarters of verses in the work speaks of 
the carefulness in making this edition useful by way of a ready reference to 
the researches. The Kaivalyadhama S. M. Y. M. Samiti, therefore. deserves 
compliments for bringing out this revised edition although one has to admit 
with sorrow that it could not be brought Ol.lt before the demise of the original 
editors. Discerning readers as well as researchers in the field outside India 
will eagerly await the English version promised in the introduction. 

M. D. P. 
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A Cultural Study of the Nisitha CiirI,li, by Madhu Sen, Sohanlal Jain 
Dharma Pracharak Samiti, Amritsar, available at P. V. Research Institute, 
Varanasi-5 (India), 1975, Pp. xiii, 409, Price Rs. 30-00. 

The Nisltha Sr"itra is one of the six Cheda-s1;1rt1s which form a part of 
the sa:::red canon of the Jains. These Chedu-s:;.tras deal with rules of conduct 
for monks and prescribe atonements and expiations in the form of punish
ments (reduction or cuts in Seniority-dlk!j&paryaya-) on their violating any 
of these rules. Further, they lay down exceptions to the general rules of 
conduct keeping in view exceptional and extra-ordinary circumstances a monk 
might find himself in. On account of the peculiar nature of the co.1tent the 
Nifitha Cur:1i (NC) was regan.led as a treatise ·not meant for all' but only 
for 'students of mature judgment,' and hence 'a senet work· (~ isiham apraka
sam). With a view to elucidating the text two commentaries in verse, Niryukti 
and Bha~ya, were composed in Prakrit. For a more comprehensive, thorough 
and lucid exposition of the NC and the h\o commentaries on it Jinadasa Maha
ttara Gar.ii (Circa, the latter half of the 7th century A. D.) wrote a vast prose 
commentary in Prakrit, interspersed with Sanskrit words and verses. called 
(Vise~a) Ciirl'_li. In the course of his elaborate exposition Jinadasa, consci
ously or unconsciously, describes social, religious and political conditions 
prevalent in his times. Dr. Sen chose to study critically this text from the 
cultural point of view for his Ph. D. thesis. The work, under review. is only 
a revised version of his thesis. 

Pt. Dalsukh Malvania in his excellent paper "Ni~ltha : Eka Adhyayana•·, 
which is added to the present edition of the text - briefly deals with the cultural 
information as found in the NC. Dr. Sen makes full use of this study in his 
present treatise. His treatise, however, presents a compreliemire study of the 
various aspects of the cultural life as reflected in the NC. 

£11 the Introductory Chapter he briefly dwells on the NC. its author Jina
dasa, his date, his place and gives an analysis and evaluation of the Contents 
of the NC. In the succeeding chapters Dr. Sen studies the tc"'t in its different 
aspects throwing light on polity and administration, social life, material 
culture, economic conditions. education (learning and literature), fme arts 
and religion as depicted in it. He completes his study hy adding two useful 
indexes about (i) Diseases mentioned in the NC and (ii) Geographical names 
mentioned in the NC (along with their identificatioJl with the modern place
names). 

The author takes pains lo supplement and corroborate the l:ultural infor
mation gathered \\ ith other available sources. The t real isc reveals the author's 
industry, unbiased attitude and ability to judge properly the evidence before 
him and arrive at the right conclusions. 

When going through the treatise one comes al:ross a number of misprints 
and cases of incorrect use of English. A few of them may be listed here : 
p v Soun: (source). p vi In contrary (In rnntrast) 
p 4 the det<1il (detailed) exposition 
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p 28 tyrant (tyrannical) and viscious kings. 

p 33 - but the differenc-e between these terms have (has) not been explained• 

p 36 The royal palace was provided with every (all} convinciblc (conceivable) 
amenities for comforts. 

p 40 jestors Uesters) p 43 during the hostile period (during the period of 
hostility hostilities) 

p 75 dwelled (dwelt) p 82 though the ideals regarding a true Brahma~a was 
(were) the same. 

p 83 both the person and the property of the Brahma1;1as being absolutely 
inviolate (inviolable) 

p 88 pea-cock teamers (tamers) p 91 indentified (identified) 

p 103 -the Hindu law-givers of this age enjoy (enjoin) prepuberty marriagc~

p 125 coquetish (coquettish) p. 125 backed (baked) flour 

p 239 -justify (attest) to the same fact. p 239 confirm to (confirm) the fact. 

p 242 with a view to grasp (ing) the inlets (tenets) of his teachings 

p 285 to affect (effect) the salvation; Jiya (Jina) pa9ima 

p 290 holding its grounds (ground), 

p 316 underlied (underlay) p 317 mant (meant) 
There are errors also in printing Devanagari words, for instam;e; 

p 75 f. n.-1 a~1;1ataram for anantaram 

p 108 f. n.-1 pavagha~i for paviHhii:ti 

p 233 f. n.-3 svaparasiddham taparuvago. It should be read as one compound 
word. 

p 253 f-n-2 ~araviiha~adantakadha (-- dattakadha). 

These and such other misprints and inaccuracies, however regrettable, 
do not detract from the merit of this work. Comparatively speaking. the 
Prakrit languages and literature have received very little attention of the 
scholars in the field of lndology. Vast and varied cultural material lies un
explored in the mass of unpublished and re<.:ently published Jain works. Dr. 
Sen's cultural study of the NC, a11 encyclopaedic work of the early medieval 
period, is certainly welcome. It contributes to the advancement of know· 
ledge. The author, therefore. well deserves our congratulations on this 
treatise of his. 

V. M. K. 

Anandavardhana's Dhvanyaloka, K. Krishnamoorthy, critical edition 
with introduction, English translation and notes with a forward by Dr. K. R. 
Srinivasa Iyengar, Karnataka University, Dharwar, 1974, Pp. XU + 406, 
Price Rs. 25/- $ 8 or Sh. 60. 

The D/11'a11yaioka of Anandavanlhana with or without the con11nentary 
by Abhinavagupta, (Locana), has been published a number of times. The 
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editor of this new critical edition had brovght out the bare English translation 
in 1955. In the preface to his new edition he claims : "The text has been 
now critically edited for the first time by collating some fresh manuscripts 
which have not been used by previous editors of the Dhranyaloka. The 
English translation itself has been rewritten in the light of valuable suggestions 
made by scholars of repute, Indian and Foreign. while reviewing it in learned 
journals." 

In the Introduction (pp. xi - xii) Dr. Krishnamoorthy deals with the 
following topics : (I) The Text of The Dhvanyii.loka (2) Improved Readings 
In This Edition (3) Tille Of The Text (4) The Importance of lhe Dhvanyaloka 
(5) Dhvani Theory After Anandavii.rdhana (6) Anandavardhana's Semantics 
(1) Rasa in The Dhvani Theory. After the Introduction \\e have the text 
and its English translation (pp. 2-299). To facilitate reference the text and 
its translation arc printed side by side. At the end of the text and its transla
tion we have Notes (pp. 303-85) followed by Glossary of Technical terms 
and English Equivalents (pp. 386-394). Four useful Indexes (of Karikas, Pari
kara-Slokas, Quotations, Authors and Works have been added at the end. 
Finally we have a one-page Errata. 

The edition seems to be mainly intended for University stu<lents. There 
is hardly any doubt that it will receive a ready welcome from the University 
students of Sanskrit. especially of Alamkara literature. The Tntroductic)n 
ably deals with some of the problems such as authorship, liternry theory, 
which are of vital importance to them. They would derive considerable 
benefit by reading his other works and papers mentioned in the footnotes 
the Introduction. The translation, is. geneally speaking, faithful to the ori
ginal and readable. It would enable the students to understand and appreciate 
the Sanskrit original well. The Notes would prove quite useful to them in 
widerstanding some of the knotty points in the text and certainly arouse 
their interest in comparative aesthetics. 

fn;;identally. a few lapses may be pointed out here : 

Occasionally. we come m:ross cases where the translation is not in 
accordance with the reading adopted but the reading recorded in the footnotes 
(e. g., the reading 'Sahrday11s11prasidd/1e/li1' (p. 8). 

On occasions we find that some expressions or lines are left out in the 
translation, for instance. • Vira/wl'id/111ra1i1' (in ''Kah sannaddhe" etc., p. 106) 
and 'Kenasi durikrta[1' (in the \ersc opening with "Kiri1 hasycna'". etc. p. 42) 
are left out in the translation. 

Sometimes we come across lapses in presenting the text. On p. 116 
the text gives only the pratika "Krtaka-kupitaih" of a stanza from a play 
RiimiiMiyudaya. rn the translation the whole stanza is translated. The 
Editor should have done wdl in presenting the text of the whole stan7.a in a 
foot-note as he has Jone in the case of the prntika ''SmaranavanaJi - pure-
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i:io~h:in'' on the very next page. Herc is another instance : P 82 f. n. 8 reads : 
prastarah 'pa~iitur~· -- 'tayornopamcyabhava~ ·. The correct readings are 
'pii~'!atz' and 'nopamanopameyabhava~·. 

The text of a number of Prakrit verses is presented rather indifferently. 
The text. Sanskrit chayii and translation of some of these Prakrit verses need 
to be considerably revised. 

A truly critic.ti edition of Dlmmya/oka with Locana is a desideratum. 
The present edition of Dr. Krishnamoorthy and his promised edition of locana 
when published will, we hope. enthuse others to improve upon the first attempts 
and provide the world of scholars with a perfect critical edition of the text 
and its commentary. 

V. M. K. 

An introduction to Pani·ni-1, by f. B. Junnarkar, S. S. Dighe, Baroc;la, 
1'77. Pp. I ·8+ 158. Price Rs. 301-. 

The book under review is an effort to present the aphorisms of Pil;Uni 
in an easily understandable way. The author states in his 'Jnroduction' that 
the method of teaching Sanskrit in the old schools of Sanskrit was to make 
the students commit to memory, when the student was young, the A~{iidhyayi 
of PiJ:lini. "without the slightest to understand it; that later he read the obstruce 
Bhi~ya of Pataiijali, the glosses of the Kasika and the Siddha11ta Kuumudi: 
but that he acquired little knowledge of the livng language, which should 
be the real aim. With this aim in view Prof. Junnarkar has arranged his 
clnpters. He has tried to clarify the various technical terms, and has given 
suitable examples. A happy and the remarkable characteristic of these 
examples is th:it they arc not stereotyped, as we find in the Vrtti. They breathe 
of freshness. 

The chapters arc short and apt. and the information on a particular 
topic is almost complete. The various topics dealt with are Pratyillin, 
Gui:ia-Vrddhi, Tense-terminations and Case-terminations. The tense that 
is studied is the Present in this part, with the roots from the four easy conjuga
tions. viz. I, IV. Vf. and X. The Case-terminations of the Masculine and 
the Neuter pratipadikas are dealt with. In the opening chapter the whoie 
phonetic system is analysed, giving the technical terms of the classes of various 
sounds. such as ku, c11. {u. tu, pu etc .. in keep1ng with the plan of the booic. 
The use of the Devanagari script throughout the book for examples and techni
cal terms helps easy understanding. At the end of the book a Glossary of 
roots, wherl;! also the form of a root according to the tradition is first given, 
then its 8:ctual value in the formation is noted and, lastly. its English rendering 
is given. Thus, for example. gahii vi/oifu11e 0:=f.!a/i (both in Devanagari)== 'to 
dive into". This serves a very useful purpose. especially in the matter of the 
indicatories (it) of the roots, which have a special purpose. For example, 
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the student could immediately know, on a bit of observation that the it-if 
(the root h'.lving the short i as the indicatory) in the tradition t:akes the 11 sound 
in form:ltion, which fact is explained in actual formation with the proper 
aphorism cited. Also is provided a short vocabulary, both from English 
into Sanskrit and from Sanskrit into English. An index of the aphorisms of 
Pii~ini used in the book, with the exact reference to the pages, serves a very 
useful purpose. This covers important aphorisms relating to the topics 
covered, and can help easy memori:rntion. 

Another interesting and a useful feature is the exercise that occurs at the 
end of every chapter. 

Certain terms, however, do not get their share of proper explanation. 
Thus, the at the verbal and the case-formations mention is made of the term 
anga(PP. JO; 18; 21; 75 etc.); but one misses the explanation and the defination 
the term (yasmiit pratyaya-ridhi!1 ... . etc.). Though a particular termination 
is said to be sarvadhatuka or the ardhadhat11ka, and the aphorism is also quoted 
(tin-sit-san•adhatukam), a clear principle of differentiating them could have 
been further explained to the benefit of the students. Similarly, the exact 
concept of the difference between the sana11ama-stf1a11a and the {{-S(i/"l'llllama

Sf/iana could have further explained. Anyway, it can be said without any 
reservation, that the book is well planned, finely documented and systematically 
presented. It is bound to be of great use to all those who desire to have a 
closer view of the system of Pii~ini and a good grasp of the Sansrit language. 
I could also serve as the primer of the Sanskrit language, and could be prescribed 
as a text-book. Other parts to follow will, no doubt, be equally good and 
useful. 

S. A. D. 

An introduction to Ravindranath Tagore, by V. S. Naravane The Mac
millan Company of India Ltd., Madras, 1977, Pp. 165 + 15, Price Rs. 12/-. 

It has been rightly said that Ravindranath Tagore's life 'is a long dream 
. of colour and music, of beauty and heavenly genius.' Diversity of his creative 
achievement is the most striking feature of his genius. In recent years his 
importance as a thinker is being gradually recognised and now it is accepted 
that he had a profound insight into the fundamental issues of Philosophy. 
V. S. Naravane the author of the present book introducing primarily non
Bengali readers to his personality and achievement. is eminently suited fer 
the job as he had been a keen student of philosophy having had an opportunity 
to teach several courses in Indian Philosophy and Literature at the University 
of Redlands in California. He is already known for his 'Essays in Philosophy 
and Culture' as well as his good book on Modern Indian Thought. "A Philo
sophical Survey". 

The present volume tries to introduce readers to Ravindranath Tagore 
in eight chapters fortunately in a manner far from being conventional. He 
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starts by saying that India's innate vitality has been ably demonstrated by 
throwing up two men of.incredible stature, Gandhi and Tagore in one single 
generation; but takes care to point out that the influence of the former, a man 
of action is naturally more obvious and direct. It has been pointed out that 
Tagore's modernity and freshness of outlook need not be taken to be incon
sistent with his love and ancient tradition based on sound knowledge and 
understanding of its perennially worthy aspect. In the second chapter, the 
author speaks of Tagore, the Man his formative years along with those of 
struggle and sorrow leading him to world fame. The third chapter speaking 
of his philosophy rightly apprehends the sources of Tagore's thought, his 
principle of harmony helping him to steer clear of extremes and fashioning 
the 'middle path' on fundamental issues. The author's statement that 'the 
revival of interest in Buddhism in Modern India can be traced to some of 
Tagore's essays and poems' is a compliment that is significantly paid. In 
fact this chapter has been brought to a befitting close by quoting from Tagore's 
beautiful poem 'Dui Nari' emphasizing Tagore's reconciliation of Lakshmi 
and Urvashi asking readers to visit the 'sacred confluence of life and death'. 
The next chapter 'the Poet' appropriately hints at the 'conflict between the 
two Ts of Tagore one swayed by desire and anger, the other aloof and con
stant. The author of his book has rightly evaluated the dramatist in Tagore 
and his originality consists in introducing the readers to the artist in Tagore 
thereby doing justice to his contribution to music as well as painting. Two 
of Tagore's paintings are also presented to the readers. The concluding 
chapter brings out Tagore, the teacher throwing light upon his thoughts on 
education which should lead to a harmonious relationship between man and 
his social as well as natural environment. Select Bibliography of Tagore's 
\\-riting has added to the usefulness of this interesting introduction. The 
author has not failed to point out to the fact that Ravindranath's sensitivity 
to criticism at times led to serious errors of judgement on his part thereby 
not making the present volume a mere eulogy. The author, therefore, deserves 
compliments for presenting this introduction to the entire range of Tagore's 
work in facile English by drawing upon original Bengali sources. 

M. D. P. 

Kerala Sanskrit Literature: by S. Venkitasubramonia Tyer,a bibiliography, 
Department of Sanskrit, University of Kerala, Trivendrum. 1976, Pp. 512, 
Price Rs. 22/-. 

The contribution of Kerala to Sanskrit Literature has been a very signi
ficant one. rt is not only 'vast in bulk and varied in content' but is certainly 
praiseworthy from the qualitative point of view. Piirl).aSaraswatI's commen
tary on the Atuzrg!iaraglui1•a, the works of Ramapal).ivada etc. can be considered 
to be telling illustrations of this. It is true that Dr. K. Kunjunni Raja has 
finely surveyed the Kerala Sanskrit Literature in his 'Contribution of Kerala to 
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Sanskrit Literature'. The Keralasahityacaritram in 5 volumes as well as the 
History of Kerala Sanskrit Literature have also been important works but 
being in Malyalam they are not easily accessible to readers at large. Interested 
readers come to known of the Contribution of Kerala to Sanskrit Sastra 
Literature from the 10th volume of Vishveshwaranda Indological Journal but 
it is too brief to give an adequate idea of the subject. Shri. K. V. Sharma's 
'History of the Kera/a School of Hindu Astronomy' certainly gives a 
comprehensive account of the literature on astronomy; nevertheless contri
bution of Kerala to different Dacianas such as Mimamsa and Vedanta, other 
branches of knowledge like Gar:iita and Sangita, deserves more attention. 

The present volume fulfils this need very admirably. The work is divided 
into two parts: the first lists the authors and the second the works. The first 
part not only gives the essential details available about the author and his works 
in alphabetical order but also collects references to the available accounts about 
the author. The second part speaking about the works in addition to giving 
a brief account of the work concerned, indicates the editions of the work and 
also gives a list of books, articles as well as reviews connected with them. In 
the case of unpublished works Dr. S. Venkitasubramonia Tyer has also taken 
care to indicate the places where manuscripts of the works are available, there
by adequately catering to the needs of scholars as wen researchers. The infor
mation that one gathers about well-known works such as lsiivasyopani~adha~ya 
of Saiikaricarya (Page 167) in point of published edition of the work with 
Malyalam translation by K. Kunnikannam is also well-worth mentioning. It 
is from this work that readers come to know of rulers like Rama Varma 
Parlk~it Tampuran ( p. 90) or Rama Varma Maharaja of Cochin ( p. 91 ) 
enriching Sanskrit Literature with commentaries on Sastric works in SansI<rit. 

rt is only proper for the careful scholar to mention in his Preface that for 
the work 'Kerala has been taken as the Geographical Kerala including the 
present day district of Kanyakumari and not the Kerala State of to-day'. The 
vigilance in marking the names of authors who hailed from Tamilnad but 
settled in Kerala for some reason or the other with asterisks as well as in putting 
the interrogation mark against names of authors whose nativity of Kerala is 
doubtful, will also be appreciated by deserving readers and researchers. It is 
only natural that a bibliographical work of this type cannot claim a finality but 
it has to be mentioned that the errata running over 3~ pages having 500 entries, 
disfigures this volume. Nevertheless Dr. S. Venkitasubramoniya Iyer and 
his colleagues deserve compliments for presenting this bibliography to Sanskrit 
Researchers as well as scholars with such a meticulous care thereby paving 
the way for future studies. The example of the Department of Sanskrit of 
the University of Kerala deserves to be emulated by the Universities of 
other States. 

M.D.P. 
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Malayamaruta : Ed. by V. Raghavan, a collection of minor works in 
Sanskrit poems, plays, hymns, anthologies, etc. Part I Central Sanskrit 
Institute, Tirupati, 1966 Pp. xi+ 127. Price Rs. 5/-. 

The Ma/ayamaruta is planned on the lines of the Kavyamala Gucchakas. 
This inaugural number presents nine short unpublished works in Sanskrit. 
The volume opens with Srl-ucchi~ta-Gm.zapati-mantra-miitrka-stava-a hymn 
of praise, to Gai:iapati in thirty-five verses. This is followed by Srimaha-raiiii
stotra, also a hymn, composed by Pai:i<;fita Kf~r;i.aka. It contains fifty-nine 
verses in honour of Maharajiii (the Supreme Mother Goddess, who is also the 
presiding deity of art and letters) who is worshipped in Kashmir. The third 
is a poem in ten stanzas, called Dasasloki. It describes the state of 
Siviidvaita-realisation; it is, composed by Vidyacakravartin, the well-known 
Saiva teacher, poet and critic of the 14th Century A. D. Next, we have the 
Upadesasikhamd1Ji ofTyiigariija. It consists of eighteen verses and is, modelled 
on the famous " Bhaja Govindam " stotra of Sar;i.karaciirya. The fifth is the 
Sa4rtuvar1Jana. It describes, in thirty-five verses, the six-seasons. The name 
of its author is not known. The work gives an impression of its being a 
compilation. The Kavitamrtakupa of Gauramohana is included next. It is 
a compilation of 'Subhii~itas' drawn from the works of earlier poets. The 
Seventh is the anonymous anthology ofthe 'Subha~itas' called Nariihhara1Ja. 
It consists of three hundred verses. Many of them are very popular. Then 
we have the Somanatha-Sataka by Maudgali Somaniitha, (the latter half of 
the 16th century). This poem is full of Ste~ most of which the editor has 
kindly explained in the footnotes. The concluding work is the Vibudha-mohana 
a farce (' prahasana') by Harijivana Misra, a court-poet (at the court of 
Ramasirhha, king of Jayapur) of the 17th century A. D. It is interesting to 
find that the playwright cleverly employs a number of stanzas of earlier poets 
in writing this 'prahasana' which depicts the 'vidavad-go~!his' held in royal 
courts. 

There is a mass of minor works laghu Kavyas lying in manuscripts in 
Sanskrit Manuscript Libraries of the various Oriental Institutes and 
Universities. It is absolutely essential to publish these minor works for a 
complete history of Sanskrit I iterat ure and for acquainting the world of scholars 
of the continuous output in Sanskrit through all these centuries. The 
Malayamaruta inaugural number presenting nine such short works, ably edited 
by Dr. V. Raghavan. and reviving the tradition of the Ka1·ywnala Gucchakas 
deserves to be w<trmfy welcomed by all lovers of Sanskrit. 

V. M.K. 

The Pada!iiditaka of Syamilaka, Part 2 : A translation by G. H. 
Schokker and P. J. Worseley, with a complete word-index of the four ancient 
Sanskrit Bhai:ias by G. H. Schokker, Reidel Publishing Company, P. 0. Box 
17, Dordrecht, Holland, 1977, Pp, vii+-261, Price not stated. 
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In 1966 G. H. Schokker published his text edition of the Padataditaka 
of Syamilaka, a dramatic monologue (bha'l)a) which belongs to the first half of 
the fifth century A. D. The book under review is its second part containing 
its English translation and a complete word-index of the Piidataditaka and the 
three other ancient bhat1as which are closely connected with· it, viz., the 
Padmaprabhrtaka, of Sudraka, the Dhurta-vifa·sa1i1vada of ISvaradatta and 
the Ubhayabhisarika of Vararuci. Instead of giving the word-index of the 
four bhar;ias is presented here with a view to providing a basis for a further 
lexicographical study of Early Classical Sanskrit. 

Jn the present bhii~za Syamilaka depicts life in an ancient city called 
Sarvabhauma ( identified as Ujjayini, modern U.ijain in Malva ). He describes 
especially persons connected with the area of courtesans in a critical and the 
same time humorous manner. The oQly character pesented in the vi{a (a 
parasite, a bon-vivant) who goes into the street of the courtesans and takes 
part in a series of imaginary conversations with all kinds of people, answering 
his own questions or pretending to listen to some one out of sight and then 
repeating the answers. He narrates the episode of Taur;i<;iikoki Vi~r;iuniiga, 

a high official of the King who in the course of a love-quarrel is kicked on his 
head by a courtezan called Madanasenika and who wants to atone for sin 
(praya5citta: atonement expiation). The various scenes and situations in 
the streets and houses of the Courtezans which the Vi!a portrays 
evoke the comic and the erotic sentiments. The erotic sentiment on occasions 
degenerates into obscenity and vulgarity. The description of the city-judge, 
his officials, clerks and court-attendants throws interesting light on the corrup
tion prevalent in the court in those days. 

This work is, in fact, an English translation of G. H. Schokker's Dutch 
translation of the Padatii<fitaka. The aim of the translators has been 'to keep 
close to the Sanskrit text as strictly as possible' and at the same time to see 
to it that 'it would be readable for the modern public'. They have, to a great 
extent, succeeded in achieving their aim. Their translation is, generally 
speaking, faithful to the original Sanskrit text and at the sa1T.e time very lucid 
and interesting. As one place the translator abstains, and rightly so, from 
giving translation of a passage 'si nee, except for some words, this Prakrit passage 
( p. 22, para 67, 7-12) is not clear'. The translation of another Prakrit 
passage, rather verse, (p. 20, pragraph 62) is given but it is not convincing. 
The fault, however, lies in the corrupt Prakrit text. 

On a few occasions, however, we would like to diffor with G. H. Schokker 
in his rendering or rather understanding of some Sanskrit lines. For instance, 

( i) You know, my master, who prefers to be abroad, has charged ffi\~ 

with such a task. ( 52-6) 

The original expression 'Vidda-riiger;ia' is literally translated by 
Schokker. The implied meaning of this phrase, pointed out by the 
Hindi Edition ( Sp1garaha!a ), viz, " out of his fondness for enjoying 
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the delights of love in the company of courtezans coming from foreign 
countries" seems to be intended by the playwright. 

( ii ) For this unfortunate girl has given up love-making bectJuse she 
is menstruating ( 78-4) 

In the original Sanskrit sentence we have the words 'tapasvini' 
and 'rajoparodhat'. 'Unfortunate or poor woman' and 'because of 
the stoppage of menstrual flow' would be the correct rendering of 
the Sanskrit expressions respectively. 
(iii) Nevertheless he is accessible to her. Dattaka's followers teach 

that love which consists only in words is unmanly. ( 78 · 5-6 ) 
This translation misses the whole point. The two Sanskrit 

sentences really mean; Her making love verbally is ( perfectly ) 
intelligible. Dattaka's followers teach that a man who has lost virility 
(procreative power) indulges in making love verbally. 
(iv) -----in view of the fact that a fist blow is descending, 

which betrays beating with the bangle ( 87 · 6 ) 
In fact, the clinking of the bangles betrays the fact that a fist

blow is descending. 

( v) Stop holding two Bilva trees with one hand at the same time 
(96·cd) Instead of 'trees' we should have here 'fruit'. 

(vi) An ass has sung here, accompanied on the vl:r;ia, here an ape 
has sung songs of praise, here the juice of the mango has been 
poured into boiled buffalo milk. ( 131 ) 

This translation is off the mark. From the context we know that 
the courtezan Madanasenika during a love-quarrel kicked Taur;u;likoki 
Vi~unaga on his head. This fool took it as an insult. This act of 
'Kicking' on the courtezan's part was just similar to playing on a lute 
before an ass or singi11g verses of praise before an ape or pouring the 
juice of the mango into impure ( ?) buffalo milk. 
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(vii) A few minor lapses such as translating ak~a (axle) as wheel 
( paragraph 87 · 2 ) or in spelling words as in 'causes her lovers' 
heart to faulta ( paragraph 51 ) or 'he has bi!gan to laugh' 
( paragraph 65 ) are most probably due to inauverlance. 

The theory speaks of Lhe Len types of dramas. It is however common 
knowledge that we have few specimens of many of these types. The Padata<fi
taka is a very early specimen of the bha!Ja. It gives us glimpses of the cultural 
life of a section of citizens in an ancient lnJian cily. It preserves many rare 
words and expressions which are important for a lexicographical study. The 
translation in English is very lucid. It will go a long way in helping the 
students of Sanskrit to understand and appreciate this dramatic monologue 
much better. G. H. Schokker and P. J. Worsley deserve warm congra
tulations for bringing out this second part of the Padata~litaka. 

V.M.K. 
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Philosophical Perspectives, by Dhirendra Mohan Datta, a selection of 
essays, Bharati Bhavan, Patna 1972. Pp viii, 184, Price Rs. 20/-. 

Philosophical Perspectives by Dr. Dhirendra Mohan Datta is a collection of 
some seventeen essays selected by the author from amongst his published 
articles written over a long span of his academic carrer. The essays are 
grouped under the four titles of: ( i ) Logic and Metaphysics, (ii) Religion 
and Morality, (iii) Society and Culture and (iv) India's Debt to other lands. 
The essays are written in a general spirit of catholicity engendred perhaps 
by the influence of absolute Idealism in the West and a syncretic attitude to 
Indian Philosophy. It appears to be a reflection of the author's philosphical 
temperament too. The result is that his method of giving" a broad definition" 
of the topic under discussion allows the author to present observations of a 
general character in place of reasoned argument. Defining philosophy " as 
a pattern of belief and attitude towards the problem of life ( p. 115) he 
expresses his opinion on the various topic treated in the essays in a purely 
speculative spirit. For example, his essay on the Philosophy of the Body, a 
New Approach to the Body problem is avowedly offered as ideas gathered from 
the vistas of speculation that the thought about the body in its diverse aspects 
opens to us". This kind of a non-critical attitude to a problem bordering 
on the physical, the mental and the philosophical is regrettable, particularly 
because some very sound views on the subject are advocated in Indian thought, 
not to mention their application in yogic philosophy. The author's definition 
of religion as " sincere I iving in the truth, however formulated " has the viftue 
of applying to any kind of a commitment, including the devotion of a scientist 
to his research. The essays on the 'Jnward and the Outward in Vedanta' and 
'From Interpersonal to International Morality' read almost like essays in 
wishful thinking. Yet the author does show acumen when he asks, "where 
is a Asia then as a unit except on the map, or except perhaps as a common and 
ready of greed, exploitation and domination and as a consequent common 
source of demoralisation of the foreigners" ? One ca1mot help wishing that 
an equally sagcious approach was taken to the patently philosphical problems. 
It is difficult to accept the author's view" that nature subserves the moral needs 
of spirits by bringing about the events according to deserts" as a doctrine in 
academic philosophy. The general impression left on the readers' mind is 
that the essays display a lack of disciplined thinking and hence cannot stimulate 
a student to a study of the subject. 

V.G. 

The prehistory and protohistory of India and Pakistan, By H. D. Sankalia, 
Deccan College, Postgraduate & Research Institute, Pune, 1974, Pp. xxiii, 592, 
Rs. 120/-. 

With an experience of more than 30 years in the field of archaeology and 
having carried out a large number of excavations under his personal 
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supervision, Dr. H. D. Sankalia has given, in the book under review, an up
to-date and critical account of the pre-history and proto-history of India and 
Pakistan covering a period of nearly half a million years. This super-magnum
opus, in fact, is a reyised and enlarged second edition of an earlier volume on 
the same subject published in 1962-63. 

Moving chronologically, each chapter is devoted to a main phase of 
archaeological evolution, going from Ch. I Lower Palaeolithic Cultures 
(pp. 17-142) to Ch. II Middle Palaeolithic Cultures (pp. 143-206 ), Ch. III 
Upper Palaeolithic Cultures ( pp. 207-230 ), Ch. IV Mesolithic Cultures 
(pp. 231-276) and finally Ch. V Neolithic and Chaleolithic Cultures (pp. 279-
545 ) followed by Ch. VI General Conculsions ( pp. 546-558 ). There is no 
doubt that fresh evidence of excavated material and explored sites during the 
last decade has necessitated a fresh reconstruction of the above cultural phases. 
With the new discoveries and on-the-spot studies in Kashmir, Konkan, Kutch, 
Saurashtra, South Gujarat, South Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, the 
Chapters on Lower and Middle Palaeolithic cultures have become much fuller 
and more exhaustive than before. Whereas the information of the Upper 
Palaeolithic Cultures is entirely based on fresh discoveries, the account of the 
Southern Neolithic has gained in depth due to horizontal excavation at 
Sangankallu and Tekkalakota and intensive explorations by the staff of the 
Deccan College of Poona. A first-hand study of the ri.cw discoveries in Kashmir, 
Bihar and West Bengal has also brought up to date the Northern and 
Eastern Neolithic Cultures; and excavations at Jnamgaon have given a new 
dimension to the Chaleolithic Cultures of Maharashtra. It should, however, 
be borne in mind that the knowledge of the Neolithic and Chaleolithic Cultures 
of Western India has been mostly the result of Dr. Sankalia's own field work. 
Excavations at Bagor, Tilwara ( Rajasthan ), Sangankallu ( Karnataka ), 
Patne ( Maharashtra) and Sarai Nahar Rai ( Uttar Pradesh) have thrown 
new light on the Mesolithic Cultures, while those at Kalibangan and Surkotada 
( Tndia ) and Kot Diji and Gumla ( Pakistan ) have enriched the Harappa 
Culture. The latest discoveries at Shahr-i-Sokhta have enabled the author to 
give new information about Sistan and Afghanistan. 

The present work thus gives a very comprehensive account of the major 
archaeological finds relating to the pre-history and proto-.history of the sub
continent and makes a very useful reference work. Even putting together all 
the known vast and varied material is in itself a feat that reflects the immense 
labour put in by the author. 

The account of the first four chapters, discussing the state-wise distribution 
of pre-historic cultures, however, tend to be disturbed in their proper association 
or connexion. A more methodical environmental juxtaposition of the 
different areas would have been a better arrangement. The chapter discussing 
the Neolithic and Chaleolithic Cultures consisting of 266 pages constitutes 
almost half the book. This hampers somewhat the otherwise smooth treat-
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ment of the subject. A further division of this very extensive chapter done on 
the basis of the typology of the cultures, would have been more suitable. 

The concluding chapter makes a very interesting reading because it is not 
a mere summary of the previous discussions. The author, on the other hand, 
examines in brief the scope and application of " New Archaeology" in India, 
with special reference to 'colonization' in India. But while reading the account 
it is experienced that the concepts of 'contacts' and 'colonization' are confused. 
" Even traditional archaeologists", writes the author on page 551, "might not 
accept the view that these cultures were 'colonizations'. " But immediately 
a little later it is stated that "nowhere in India do we find all the developmental 
stages which traditional archaeologists have normally postulated". The 
author writes further on page 553: " With regard to our hypothesis of 'coloni
zations', it should be pointed out that the ancient Indian tradition itself is not 
against the idea of 'colonization'. Nay. this tradition itself describes in broad 
outline how India was populated by Vedic and Puranic tribes and families, the 
former entering(?) or spreading from north-west India, and the latter from 
mid-eastern India. " 

The most interesting and outspoken conclusion of Prof. Sankalia are stated 
on page 550: "When ... we view the chief features of the various Stone Ages 
and the subsequent Metal Ages, we cannot but be struck by two things. First, 
that in India we behold the same industrial and technological development 
that was brought to light earlier in Western Europe and then in Eastern Europe, 
Western Asia and Africa .... The second remarkable thing is that all the indus
trial and technological development is, in our present knowledge, later than 
the European, African and the Western Asiatic. ·• He repeats the same obser
vation later that" there is little doubt, at present. that the earliest influences 
came from the West and North-West-Iran and countries further afield." "No 
amount, " the author continues, " of rethinking and devising of ingenious 
paradigams could alter this fact. " ( p. 550 ). I hope that the Indian Sanskri
tists and Extreme Nationalists will know the implications of these observations 
of an internationally reputed Indian archaeologist and cease to write and talk 
irrelevant and unscientific views about lndia's civilised horry past. In spite, 
'however, of the author's above observations, it is very puzzling to read his 
assessment of the Indus Civilization. He observes that "the exact. full or 
true origin of the lndus Civili7.ation st ill remains obscure nay unknown. "While 
there is no doubt", he continues, "(in my mind at least) that a part of its 
origin does lie outside. viz. the influences, even people from Iran etc., still it 
also appears equally true that there were indigenous factors which were 
responsible for irs growth and the final shape it took in about 2500 B. C. 
These we have not understood and are not able to disentangle". ( p. 550). 

One fails to gauge the probable reasons of the author's almost tolal 
inability to understand and disentangle the problems of" the exact. full or true 
origin of the J.ndus Civilization ". Is the Indus Civilizati0n a civilization of 
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the people who cooked in coarse pottery, used the primitive terracotta objects 
an d worshipped trees, phallus· and the mother-goddess or a civiliution 
of the people ,wh.o.knew a script, copper and bronze objects, townplanning, 
brick houses, seals and amulets, weights and measures and orm1ments of 
precious stones and metals ? Could it not be that the latter is that part of its 
origin lying outside India apd that the earlier could be that part of the origin 
within this country or indigenous to it ? 

Some of the other observations of the author which are not quite convin
cible are the association of .silk thread to second millennium B. C. Nevasa 
( pp. 486-87 ), the high perce~ta~e of infant mortality in the Jorwe-Nevasa 
culture sites ( p. 487 ), ,the identifica,tions of certain archaeological cultures 
with the Aryans, and of: the Chaleolithic cultures of the Banas an.d Narmada 
vall~ys with the )'.'adava clans of the Puriir;ias ( p, 554 ). They need a more 
careful stu~y and fuller examination. 

When Dr. Sankalia deals with literary traditions like the Vedic and the 
Puranic, he seems to tread on more slippery, if not dangerous, grounds. "My 
study," states the author, "indicates that all the Puranas and the epics which 
we have today, belong to the Iron Age, that is, they reflect the conditions . in 
India after the 7th Century B. C. and most probably before the 5th Century 

.A. D. " ( p, 556 )! One wonders ~s to how " all the Puranas " belong to 
~pe .IJ,bove-mentioneq period only. 

There is no doubt that parts of the· Puriir;ias are as old as the Vedic a~e. 
but they were put together fairly late; and works of the seventh and eighth 
centuries after Christ arc still qaUed by this name. " Of tbe eighte~. principal 
·Puriir;ias ", according to Barth~ ," not one ·is dated.: they almost aJJ quote, mich 
other, and the time of their composition may perhaps cover A dozen centuries" 
( cf Mason-Oursel et al., ;Ancient Inaia and Indian Civi/jzqtion, pp. 24(),261 ). 
With rather more probability, according to R. G. Bhandarkar, one might set 
the beginning of the collections in the third century of our era. But Pargitar, 
the Bhagai·ata PuralJa is not earlier than the ·eighth century, and it cqniains 
much later portions in which Colebrooke, Burnouf an~ Wilson have seen the 
work.of the thirt~CJ1t~1 century (cf. Mason-0.urselc.t al, op. cit. pp. 261-62). 

Depending on the ·work of P. L. Bhargava, India in tire Vedii:'Age, 
Dr. Sankalia poses a question : "How far can we support 6r interpret this 
account based' on Vedic and Puriir;iic data archaeologically ?":,and answers 
the sarlie as follows :-

1. Perhaps the earliest Baluchi culture like the Kili Gui Mohem1I1ad was 
Aryan and 5o also the well-established pre-Harappan cultures at 
Kot. Diji, Kalibangan and Harappa were Aryan, it being assumed 
that the Indus Civilization was non-Aryan or pre-Aryan. 

Or 
••• 31 
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2. It might be held that the early Baluchi cultures and the pre-Harappan 
cultures were non-Aryan and the Indus Civilization Aryan and further 

3. Taking into consideration the spread o.f the Indus Civilization and 
the proposed extent of the Vedic Kingdoms in C. 2250 B. C., one 
might equate the Indus Civilization 'with the Vedic. 

''We have also no archaeological evidence" continues the aul_hor, "to 
substantiate the further eastward advance of the Aryans into the Ganga-Yamuna 
doab. For instance, that ofBharata, son ofDushyanta in C. 2500 B. C .. th0ugh 
Bhargava mentions that he did not find any kingdom there. ·• 

He even states later that " though there is no evidence to vouchsafe about 
the veracity of the calculations given by Pradhan ( Chronology of Ancient 
India), those of us who are inclined to regard the Chaleolithic settlements as 
those of the Aryans, may find some comfort and relying on Pradhan's~ identi
fication, might even name the various settlements after the Vedic/Pura:i;iic 
dynasties!" (pp. 556-57 ). 

To a careful reader, the above observations of the author sound saturated 
more by emotion than by reason, particularly in the light of the estimate of 
Gordon that the considerable body of legend contained in the Mahabharata 
and in the Pural_las " provides little except fuel for the blaze of controversy " 
and that" any attempt to link a literal acccptanec of the Pura:i;iic genealogies 
with the findings of archaeology can only lead to much speculative~hd 

. tendentious nonsense." ( D. H. Gonion, The _Prehistoric /Jackground_ofJrrdian 
· (:ulture, p. I 53. ). " 

While discuS!ing the future of archaeology in our country', the learned 
1·author gives a very dim picture by his most disheartening observatioh. 
He writes '. " With regional consciousness becoming more and more acute, 
no planned eJ11cavations and explorations are' possible · · · · · · Even with 
planned and increased tempo of work in lndia, we shall soon reach the 
dead end. " ( p. 553 ). I hope that this prophetic note will arouse the 
consciousness of the concerned officials and awaketi them from their 
deep slumber of apathy and indifference. 

The text under review is copiously illustrated with over 200 line 
drawings, 47 maps and 100 half-tone plates. The appendices at the end 
entitled ' Antiquity of Grains' and 'Carbon - 14 dates' give an up-to-date 

. statement of the cereals in West Asia, India, Pakistan and Southern Ajsa 
and the C-14 dates in India and Pakistan. A comprehensive bibliogr3i1>hY 
and exhaustive index at the end arc additional commendable qualities 
of the work. 

The book is a valuable contribution to the knowledge' of the pre. 
historic and pl'pto-historic periods of India and P~istan and is, therefore1 

ycry pseful tQ ~~udents an~ sc.lwl~r~ jnte~st~d in the subject. 

L.B. K. 
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· . ~gveda.iamhltii/cjjra ii1'i Father Estel/er: by Dr. M. A. Mehendalc 
(In Marathi) Shij(shan Prasarak Mandali, S. P. College, Poona-30, 
Kaushika Vyakhyanamala series No. 18, pages 100 + 14, price Rs. 8/-. 

Shikshan Prasaraka Mandali of Poona has been doing signal service to 
scholars of Vedas and Jliine5var by arranging series of lectures of reputed 
scholars on these subjects in Marathi and publishing them in a book form 
right from 1947. The present volume is the 18th publication. The first 
volume thro"ing a new light on Vedic deities by Dr. R. N. Dandekar, 
was published thirty years ago. Reputed Vedic scholars like the late H. D. 
Velankar, the late Pandit S. D. Satavalekar had been invited to deliver 
lectures on Vedic topics and their lectures have been published. The 
present volume brings together the lectures delivered by Dr. M. A. Mehendale 
of Deccan College in this illustrious series in the month of April 1975. 

Dr. M. A. Mehendale has now established himself as a Vedic scholar, 
having a penetrating insight· into the science of comparative philology ~d 
ancient Indian history. His proficiency in German and French coupled 
with his close association with western scholars like Thieme, Waldschm.it, 
Kuryalovix etc. place him in an enviable position as far as recent Vedic 
researches are concerned. His articles analysing Vedic words like' Vi~pala,' 
' Lokya • etc. have been universally acclaimed. 

It was all along believed that the text of the Vedas is handed down 
to us without a single mistake mainly due to the glorious oral tradition 
which was considered to be a marvel of memory. That explained the 
peculiarity of the fact that there had been no variant readings in the Vedas. 
The text, therefore, of ~gveda Samhita was never questioned. Recently 
some scholars have thought it necessary to revise, nay to reconstruct the 
text of the ~gveda in keeping with the modem principles. Father Esteller, 
formerly the head of the Department of Sanskrit of St. Xavier College, 
has been the foremost in trying to recon5truct the text of the ~gveda. 
Right from 1953 he has consistently put forward the theory of• palimpsest• 
attributing the changes in the original text of the J:tgvedic ~~is by the 
Samhitiikaras. 

Dr. R. N. Dandekar has already pointed out the unconvincing character 
(~f Esteller's theory in his article ' A decade of Vedic Studies in India and 
Abroad ' A. B. 0. R. I. Vol. 56, 1975, pages 3 to 4. 

Dr. M.-A. Mehendale in the present volume, as the very name suggests 
has subjected•1this theory to close scrutiny. Dr. Mehendale had already 
examined Father Esteller's view in his presidential address of the Vedic 
ieetion of the 27th session of the All India Oriental conference held at 
Kurukshetra in 1974 ( Vide Proceedings of the Kurukshetra conference 
published in 1976, p. 39 to 60 ). 

This book consists of 4 chapters. Jn the first, Dr. Mehendale has ably 
introduced the subject of the text of reconstruction and has given an adequate 
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idea aboittt the researches made by Eur6pedn scholars with· their ol'inion 
now veering towards accepting the Samhita-pi1ha as valid. Then the. author 
proceeds to explain the discordant note struck by Father :a~teller who had 
been arguing that Samhitiikaras hav~ not only intr!)duced changes in phone
tics. samdhi, and grammatical formations but have gone to the length of 
changing the order of words as well as words the.msel:ves with palimpsesting 
' reaching beyond ·that to the very words, contents and tenor of the te.it. ' 
On this basis, Father Esteller has tried to attract the necessity ~f r~opstruct
ing the original tt:Kt of the ~~is .of the J!.gveda. Dr. M;eheJJ,dale true to 
genuine scholarship,. has put forward the views as well as the .aim of Father 
Esteller in his own words, as far as possible,, in this chapter. 

In the second chapter Dr. :Mehendale takes six examples of ~~edic 
R.ks ahd · shows with cogent argument that the attempt of Father Esteller 
to' be ·unsuccessful. The case of the famous ~c known as Oayatrl namely 
!:1'"~~~ oq-1Jl ........... is significant. Here, the argument of Father Esteller 
that the original reading was <m ;:r: 51'ift~ and was changed to lfl' Of: sc::q1~4 la 

' ' ' 
through the process of changing into <:f"!'r: by haplology; then by assimila-

ti~n of ~r in ft:Tll'T, ' ~ • changed into • zrr ' is, to say the least, only ingenious. 
'rile unconvincing character becomes all the more obvious when Father 
cites crraf<f~ui1ii-~ ......... ~i;i whmri::i~ 5:s2.1 and ~fcoc'ff' d°C, q~ ....... .. 
~~) l!Ol. ;;if.r l·l41°l in support of the construction As is clear, mi;. in both 
is ~eallY, absent and there was no earthly r~ason for Samhitiik~ra to· omit 
it, if it were so. Father Esteller's idea that the original reading was liC! aRf'f 

and that ar in 3f'>l'f.:r wa:; t~ but heard as aft by Samhitli.kara giving rise to ... 
aft ;;rf.:r and then ~ + athrf.r gave the reading 4'ffi" ;;rf.:r • All this certainly 
appears to be premeditated by the interpreter and not by the 'Samhitiklra. 
Is it not proper to say that ~: was intended by the ~~i to refer to Ood 
Savitr and not Bhargah at all ? The use of the root ~ with reference to 
gods. like Agni, Indra, Asvin and U~as irt the ~gveda al~; confirms this. 

I . ' . 

In the the third chapter Dr. Mehendale convincingly proves that~ does 
not appear to be the termination of dative singular of noun~ e:Qding in ar 
in }!.gveda as Fathe,- Esteller wants his readers to believe. Thus it. has been 
ably pointed out that the reasons show by .Father Este1ier to show that 
fcrSI': ~la~ in Rg. 7·88·6 was really fq~ ~ ~~are unconvincing. 
His. remark viz. Sanskrit locatives are origihal datives is alsd 1 not borne 
out by Vedic texts quoted by him in support. Father Esfullers argument 
about the uniformity sought to be brought in by Samhitikira on tho· basis 
of the ~gvedic Mantra 51' ftr~lf srri:f~ 8· 101·5 on P·66 appears to ·be far 
from cogent as it presupposed too much of tampering with the text by the 
Samhitakiira. All the examples taken by the learned author of this book in 
this chapter evidently go to prove that the attempt of Father Esteller in 
tinQing. out i!; as tho dative terminati0n of vedic nouns ~ in ar is abortive. 
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, The concludin~ chapter discusses five questions connected with the 
subject under discussion. Firstly the irregularities of metre need Mt be 
emphasised too much they appear to have been ignored by the ~is with a 
definite purpose. Dr. Mehendale rightly quotes Dr. Paul Thieme whb has 
tried to delve deep into the intention of the Vedic poet or ~~i by pointing 
out that the zifo in 5f ~~ t~ia--:irar~ !!!'ill\ was purposely kept with a view 
to give the idea of sitting on a swing; certainly more important that the 
metrical irregularity. 

Secondly it has also been shown that the· t'endency of Father Esteller of 
ignori~g the·, Svara' in tillderstanding Rgvedic verses is very unconvincing; . ,, . 
moreover it does injustice to the Vedic poet. 

Thirdly the author ~f the book has tried to appreciate the nature of 
Vedic variants by comparing flfJ~ qror;rr qf:qo:rr: of ~gveda with fqcr;ri:rcr) 
~ '{fqo!!"r: of the Taittrriya /Jrahmal'Ja ore 'SI' crT"fl{ ~~lffcf of ~gveda 
IX.12. 6 with sr crTiii"l{ ~~f~:.,fa of the 35th hymn of the same M~9ala. 
In other words, the author does not take the extreme view that there are no 
variants in the Vedic texts; but is not prepared to consider Samhitakiira as 
a red~ctor out to change the text as he likes. 

Lastly Dr. Mehendale has not failed to discuss the impropriety of using 
the term 'Palimpsest ' with reference to the extent Samhita-pa1ha as the 
term only grossly exaggerates the supposed attempt of the Samhitakara to 
change the text, and finally to the language employed by Father Esteller with 
reference to the Samhitakara being highly objectionable. To say that 
Samhitlikara ' lamed and maimed the verses and with them figuratively their 
innocent authors ' evidently is the ' unkindest cut. ' from a researcher and 
may only behave a propagandist. 

Thus Dr. Mehendale has analysed and assessed the view of Father 
Esteller and has, in 'my opinion, convincingly proved that his theory of 
• palimpse~i ' of the Samhita.ka.ra is tintenable. All this has been dbne 
with due deference to Father Esteller's scholarship, especially with deference 
that is duJ to a teacher from a student. Such a scholarly attempt scrutinising 
Father Esteller's view, has as been remarked by Dr. R. N. Dandekar in his 
introduction to the book, was a desideratum· in the field of Vedic text
criticism and Dr. Mehendale deserves compliments of discerning readers 
for having fulfilled it in a modest yet unambiguous manner. 

The indices bringing together the ~gvedic verses along with their accents 
referr~d to in the book and the alphabetit:al list of important topics as well 
as quarters· of ~s discussed in the' book indicate the carefulness of the 
author and enhance the value of the book. the Shikshana Prasarak 
Mandali must be complimented for bringing out the book in a good form 
and that too in good ·time; The book deserves to be translated in Hindi 
as well English for providing it a wider read~rship on a national as well as 
international· scale; 

~.D.P. 
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SaundaryaLaharied., & tr. by V. K. Subramanian Motilal Banarasidass,: 
Delhi 7, 1977, Pp. X-112, Rs. 30/- C. B. Rs. 20/- P. B. 

A doubt still lurks in the minds of scholars, whether the author of the 
famous mystic poem Saundarya Lahari, Waves of Bliss in Adi Sankaracharya, 
the great commentator and exponent of Adwait Vedant or his equally adept 
successor in office. Whatever that may be, the poem Saundarya Lahari is 
by itself bewitching, rapturous and elevating. It has a beautiful form and 
musical sound. It thrills and .throbs you. It wraps you with embracing 
and kissing waves of bliss, ethereal and earthly. You forget yourself and 
experience the inward joy of being one and all with that great playfUI power 
called cosmic energy which is undifferentiated from GOD, the great Truth 
and Reality that IS. 

The poem is now more than a thousand year old. It is in classical 
Sanskrit. Its metre is Sikharini which in its upward climb takes you to 
the sublime top where mind and body breath free and high. Sikhara means 
summit or peak. 

On such poem of exquisite grace and beauty, there have been as many 
as 35 conunentaries in Sanskrit which reveals and unfold slowly, word by 
word, syllable by syllable, the secrecies of mystic joy and peace. · 

It was Justice W oodroffe, pen-named Arthur Avalon who by his equally 
beautiful translation in English and profuse writings opened up the doors of 
this mystic treasure of heavenly bliss to the Westemers. That was in 1916 
or so. 

Since then, West oriented scholars of India and abroad also ai'e drawn 
to this heavenly poem like humming bees. 

We have a number of English translations of this poem. Saundarya 
Lahari as observed above is a mystic poem. Indian mystic literature is 
characterised by its three special features, Mantra, Tantra and Yantq1.. 
Mantra is a sacred prayer, repeated utterance of which awakens your 
inner hidden cosmic energy under divine grace. Tantra is a secret technique 
of practical rites and rituals to secure the boons or favours from the deity 
and Yantra is a mystic diagram or pictorial symbol which after pres~ribed 
worship with repetition of Mantra endows the devotee with magic powers to 
secure the desired object. Now all these qualities are fully contained in 
Sankar's Saundarya Lahari. 

And it is no wonder th§lt the author V. K. Subramanian whq hails 
from Kerala, the land of Adi Sankaracharya finds himself bathing and 
basking in the soothing showers of heavenly bliss of Divine mother, the 
cosmic Energy flowing with grace ever and everywhere. The autho1 is a 
science graduate, an artist and a finance officer with Government. . . : 

And the English rendering of the original Sanskrit verses by the 
author is a natural out flow of exquisite joy which he could not . cont~n 
after a deep drive in the supreme bliss of divine grace and beauty. 
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The book is handy. It contains the original text both in Nagari and 
Roman scripts, -with rendering in English and short explanatory notes and 
has an appendix of symbols of Yantras corresponding to the hundred 
verses and a. useful index and has a beautiful yantric depiction of Sri Cakra 
the mystic formation of circles with inset triangles and a fine photograph of 
the sculptui:.a,I image of Divine Mother. As an instance, let me reproduce 
one stanza : 

flITTl'l ~qs:q~ firn•tf~'!iG"5:'if~ifi 
~am ~!i"'~~:r~"'nnm~., 

AA f;: '4~fi:IQ1~¥l'1f~ ;;i- ~:mf<.fo l;" 
'ill Q I ta '4 I q'Q:J qf~ aCf '1l <{fHl';;mlJ+I' I I " ~ ..:. ..:. ..... 

Ob supreme power, the pair of your lotus feet is above the fi.ftysix 
rays that exist in the earth centre, fiftytwo in water, sixtytwo in fire. 
fi.ftyfour in air and seventytwo in ether and six.tyfour in mind. 

Now the addition of these elemental rays works out to 360 the number 
of days in the year. These rays correspond to cosmic electro-magnetic 
Vibrations both in the individual six centres of the human body as well as in 
tb.~Ivast cosmos. These vibrations when concentrated awaken the hidden 
Kun:dalini Shakti in the human being .and frees him from all kind of ills 
both mental and physical. 

Both the author and the publisher deserve congratulations. 

L. V. o. 

Srauta dharmact svarupa cikitsa, by C. G. Kashikar, University of 
Poona, Pune, 1977, pp. 1-22+ 1-328, Rs. 30/-

The book under review comprises the author'_s lectures delivered at· the 
University of Poona, under the auspices of the JJ/11111 Vishnu Ashtekar 
Vedic Research Lecture-Series, in 1972-3. The authur has since re-arranged 
the lectures; and now they appear as a book of twelve chapters. There are 
·two appendices and also an Index of words. The first appendix comprises 
technical words with their meanings, while the second one comprises 
diag'tilms of various altars and the sacrificial chamber. In the first chapter a 
general survey of the Vedic literature is taken. The sxond chapter 
expounds the sacrificial technique, in the mantras of the J!.g1•eda. The next 
chapter deals with the established sacrificial technique. Chapters IV to VII 
deal with the sacrificial technique of the other three Vedas. ln chapter 
VIII the mutual relationship among the different branches of the Veda is 
eicplained. The subject of chapter IX is the relationship between the 
sacrificial concept and practice on the one hand, and the popular usage on 
the other. In chapter X the concept of the Ultimate principle and its 
glimpses in the sacrificial literature are examined. The next chapter (i.e. XI) 
dC411 with sacrifice and magic. And1 . the · last ( XI ) chapter tries to 
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expound the philosophy of the sacrificial rituals. All the chapters are 
extremely informative. 

Many interesting details are touched and explained. Thus, for example, 
we have mention of the special ritual of the santi-udaka from the Atharvaveda. 
Likewise, the purastaddho and the samsthita-!1oma are fhe peculiarities of 
the Atharvaveda. The methods of reciting the Sa.mans, ~'udh as the 
akramaka etc. are explained. In the chapter on the sacrificial science and 
the popular usage, the author has shown how the ritual changes gradually. 
Indications of the gradual change in the status of the Siidra van;i.a is noted. 
It is convincingly stressed that the Siidras were not outcasts from all rituals, 
and that some texts allow them a'isociation with certain of the rituals. 
This also reflects the social change, and the author has deftly shown 
this trend. Among other indications of change may be mentioned the 
practice of a woman lying by the side of the dead body of her husband. In 
the context of the examination of the theories regarding the identification 
of the Soma-plant the author has taken note of almost all existing opinions, 
and has also given useful information regarding.the various substitutes Qf 
the Soma being used in different parts of India . .,The social aspect of.·tbe 
sacrifice is further made interesting by the fact of the various occupatiqns 
being involved therein, such as the carpenter, the basket-maker, the wea11er 
and so on. Information regarding the various measures in use in that 
remote period is also gathered. To give an example : the migula was the 
lowest measure; and it indicated the space · co~ered by fourteen grains of 
OlJU ( panicum miliaccum ), or thirty grains of sesame. The author has 
rightly shown that the karmakatJ<fa had in it the inner layer of 
philosophical concepts that are met in the later philosophy. Of unique 
importance in the chapter on magic and taboo. Information regarding the 
various restrictions for the person consecrated for the sacrifice is interesting. 
To mention just one : he is not to touch water duri~g the whole period of 
the consecration ( dik~a ), nor is he allowed to take bath, the only bath 
being the last one that ends the sacrifice; it is the avc.:bhrtha. The wbqle 
book is very wdl planned, and is apt to give a general ide~ of ~e, Vedic 
sacrificial setup with the various type~ of sacrifice. As the author says, a 
particular ritual was never the same in the course of time. It change~ in 
many cases, due to change of loc«lity and tim::; and it is not possible to 
say that the same ritual is being followed in S1Jbsequent years. This also 
shows that the Vedic sacrificial religion was not static; it adjusted itself with 
changes and also got influenced. This is au. i~portant statement; and it is 
ba'ied on a close study of the Vedic ritual-litcr~ture. What the author says 
is true also of the ~gvedic rituals, reflected in the so-called riddle-hymns, 
which show borrowings of non-Vedic rituals also in times of necessity. What 
is true is that a religion can never, and does never, grow in isolation. 

Dr. K.ashikar's present book is a welcome add.ition to the literature on 
:t~ V-tdic ~»ifiae; attd it is a definite and a~ contribution to the Manthi 
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literature. As a matter of fact, there is another book on a similar subjeet 
by the same author, and it also comprises the lectures delivered by the author 
at the University of Bombay, under the M. M. Dr. Kane Prize Endowment 
Lectures, published in 1968 by the University of Bombay. The topic was : 
A survey of the Srauta-sutras. The present is published in Marathi; that 
was in English. But, the material is different except for the First chapter. 
Actually, the present book can be said to be supplementary to the 
previous one. 

A few observations are necessary in respect of the book under review. 
There is rarely anywhere any effort of giving a studied interpretation of a 
ritual or a ritual-detail. Probably, that is not in the scope of the study 
presented by the learned author. However, there are spots of interpretation, 
as for example when the author gives the detail of the wife lying by the side 
of the body of her dead husband. He merely remarks that this is 
" suggestive ", but never explains the suggestion. The very next sentence is 
that, according to certain other Sutras, she has to remain alive practising the 
agnihotra. Now, this suggestion is already there in the ~gveda ( X. 18. 7, 8 ), 
where the wife is asked to lie near the husband's body and the brother of her 
dead husband takes her by the hand; thus, she comes to the world of the 
living. The point is whether this does not " suggest " an earlier custom of 
the wife following her dead husband ! There are a· number of rituals that 
demand satisfactory understanding. For example, another such ritual is when 
the dead ahitagni is covered with the portions of flesh of the cow (called 
anustaratJf ). Why ? We may compare a similar custom among the wild(?) 
African tribe named Akamba, where in rituals the consecrated is covered wi~h 
the hide and other parts of the ritually killed goat .. The rites of this sort are 
obviously relics of the ancient beliefs of the close affinity between man and 
the zoomorph of the deity, or the sacred beast. The information of the 
collection of the bone~ ( after cremation) by the women in the family, the 
eldest one leading is unique. This practice is not much in vogue now-a-days. 
Now the Sutras say that the woman who leads the rest of the women is said 
to hold in her left hand the brhatf-fruit, tied with red and blue (or black ? ) 
threads. The nila-lohita is famous in rituals; and so is the brhati-fruit. The 
implication of this is expected to be given in such magico-religious rituals. 
There is a ritual of moving round and slapping of one's own thigh. 
Dr. Kashikar notes the two occasions; one the funeral, and the other the 
Sikamedha parvan of the Ciiturmasya. One would expect a gloss qn the 
motive behind the similarity. Both these rituals are accomplished outside the 
locality; in one ( Siikamedha) the association of Rudra is clear; in the other 
it is implied. An explanation is warranted. 

The book is extremely useful to a scholar who wants to have compl~te 
information about the Srauta ritual as such But, if it is to be useful to a 
comm.on man, who is not conversant with the terminology of Vedic ritual 
but is inquisitive, a good many terms and expressions need a further wash . 

... 32 
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There is a glossary of technical words at the end (Index); but, yet there 
remain many such cases where the common inquisitive reader would be in 
difficulty. Thus for example, he would read that the ritual of Patni-sainyii;a 
should be performed; but what is patni-samyaja is not explained. Again, the 
c:amasas (cups) are said to be subjected to apyayana ( p. 42 ); but what 
exactly is this process remains to be explained. Likewise, the " anvarambha" 
of the beast and the "udvasana" of the spear ( p. 32 ), probably, would be 
difficult for a lay reader to comprehend. The ahitagni is advised to take the 
fires in himself or in the churning-slab ( aranis ) ( p. 23 ). But, how is it done ? 
This has to be explained for the readers for whom this book is meant, and 
more so if it is meant to make the general reader acquainted with the difficult 
and intricate Vedic ritual. 

There are a few other points. Dr. Kashikar mentions the PilJJ!apitr-yajna 
but not the go-pitryajna ( p. 67 ), while the latter is mentioned by certain 
SUtras; this fact is noted by Kashikar himself ( see Srautakosa, Eng. Tr. I-i, 
p. 28 f; also A Survey of the Srautasutras, p. 45 ). Speaking about the 
state of sacrifice at the time of the ~gveda Dr. Kashikar states that the fire 
known as Garhapatya was known also at that time ( p. 14 ). Incidentally, 
this is also the opinion of Oldenberg; but, the point has to be examined. In 
the ~gveda the word giirhapatya ( once in the plural at VI. 15 · 19) comes 
four times. At three places (VI. 15.19, X. 85.27, 36) it means "household 
duties ". The one place that refers to giirhapatya ( I. 15. 12 ), however, 
indicates the fire in the house. But it should be noted that in the same place 
we have another epithet santya (vocative ), which comes in the ~gveda only 
for the fire-god. This epithet indicates the perpetual fire in the household: 
and this fire is invoked to drink Soma in his form of the garhapatya. This will 
show that this is the same grhapati fire, that is the perpetual one in the house. 
Probably, this fire has to be differentiated from the Garhapatya fire in the 
later ritual, though there can be hardly any doubt about the latter being 
developed from this grhapati fire. The word drupada indicates the sacrificial 
post; but whether this is the case also at IV. 32 · 23 ( p. 18 ) is doubtful. At 
this place we have reference to two small wooden dolls placed on the drupada 
'c Siym:ia renders the word as " wooden stand ", drumakhya-sthana ). 
Whether this refers to the sacrificial pole is doubtful, especially in tbe absence 
of clear mention of a custom of such dolls being associated with the 
sacrificial pole ! 

These are minor points. But the main purpose of the book is to collect 
all possible information regarding the Srauta-siitras. This has been successful. 
In addition, we have here information about recently published and even 
unpublished Srauta-siitras and parts thereof. Though this topic also appears 
in the other book mentioned above (a Survey . ... ), we have more details here; 
and they are bgµrui tq be of great use to scholars who desire to take up 
further studies .. 

S. A. D. 
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Sri Cangadeva-panca~a~{i~ : by L. V. Deshpande, translation in Sanskrit 
with a Sanskrit Commentary, Manohar Granthamala Prakashan, Pune, 1972, 
Pp. 48, Price Rs. 4/-

The great Jiiane5vara is believed to have sent a reply in 65 verses to the 
Yogin Ca,D.gadeva. Shri Cangadeva was a great Yogin, who had attained 
Yogic powers but had a terribly inflated ego. Jiianeilvara bumbled his pride 
first, as the legend goes, by making a wall of bricks move and later by 
favouring him with right knowledge in these 65 verses. Ca.D.gadeva had 
written a blank letter to Jiii.nesvara-a fact of double significance, for it 
reveals, on the one hand his great ego and at the same time reveals the fact 
that his mind was absolutely blank, ready to receive the highest knowledge. 
The original Marathi verses have all the charm associated with this great poet 
and bear the stamp of singular authority. It is a happy choice therefore 
made by Shri L. V. Deshpande, for rendering this work into Sanskrit verses. 
The Sanskrit verses of Shri Deshpande also have unique charm all their 
own. He has b~en absolutely faithful to original and at the same time has 
not sacrificed the simplicity and grace of the Sanskrit language. His 
rendering is, one is tempted to say, almost inspired and he constantly reminds 
one of Sankrit philosophical classics like the Upani~ads, the Bhagavadglta 
and authors like Niigarjuna and Gau~apida. For instance one can quote 
verse 23: 

i:r<:T 'I' m ~ ~~r f.fi ~ ~T I 

f<l''l'T ~it'f f.t;f$~ ~~~ f~ ifi1t ~'1_ 11 

which one might well take as a verse from either Nigarjuna or Gaucjfipada. 
The entire topic of the 'df5ya' and 'dra~~i' has been rendred with rare 
ability. Sbri Deshpande bas been eminently successful in retaining simplicity 
and poetry of the original. I refer to verse 7 : 

'tiwrN: Sl'J'!Olf~: ~~l'll "f ~T~ I 

f~ ~l'qot ef~f\1'$1Eli 'I'~ II 

The problem of transformation of one R.eality into the universe, without 
sacrificing the original oneness, has also been admirably dealt with, with 
an Upani~dic touch e. g, verses 4 & 64 : 

~~'!' ~~ ~~qij- I 

~ ~ 'I' Ol(lf ~Cff "I'~: ~'lT<ia": 11 

amtr_ Eltt:, f.fi 1 'l'T ~~ i:lllffl ~ ill ~JI:. I 
~ ff~ f~ftr OJ) ~~ m El'C\ ~'{lfITT'I:, 11 

One is reminded of the Bhagavadgita while reading verse 65 : 

3fffi"El'fm f;:inftr "l'riffif ~r~= 1 

fief 'if iffi«f ~ ~ fl ~ 11 
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Sbri Deshpande bas retained the original alaiiikara as well. But, to 
i;ny mind, the most important point in Shri Deshpande's rendering ·is that 
he has been successful in retaining the original tone of familarity, sincerity, 
friendship and compassion. I refer to verses 42 &; 43 

fm Ocf ~)q) 1:1" ~mlsffir If"( w r 
fe-4tii\8;i Of) ~ ~Fefer 1{ 'ifll1l. 11 

~ ccrT 'ifl<l'lt ~ ~ ~ 1:i" +R: I 

~ifsrf~ ~ f~ ~~II 

A word about the commentary :- The commentary is very simple and 
explains the points of the verses. On the whole, it has been a very fine 
composition, on the part of Sbri Deshpande who deserves sincere congratu
lation for having enriched modern Sanskrit philosophic literature. 

T.G.M. 

Stone observatories in India erected by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh of 
Jaipur (1686-1743 A. D.), by Prahlad Singh, Bharat Manisba Research Series 
No. II, Bharat Manisha, Varanasi, 1978, pp. xiii, 216, plates 53, Price 
Rs. 100/-

Who does not know or has not heard of Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh the 
intrepid ruler, diplomat and Scholar-ruler of Jaipur, who nearly 300 years 
ago ( 1686-1743 A. D.) not only checkmated Aurangzeb in his mad policy 
but when time permitted turned astronomer, and built as many as five 
observators at most suitable places in the country - Delhi, Jaipur, U,ijain, 
Varanasi and Mathura. The author who belongs to the family of Jaipur 
rulers tells us briefly how he happened to write this book. 

" Having spent ye'ars together under the lengthening shadows of the 
gigantic instruments of these magnificent observatories, I was overpowered 
by the scientific nature of their principles and imp_osing constructions. 
Another factor responsible for the outcome of this book was the great 
sense of admiration and the childlike curiosity I so very often witnessed 
in the eyes of many visitors who heard my commentaries in the sprawling 
premises of these royal observatories. Their constant queries about the 
principle of construction, purpose and the method of observation of the 
various instruments inspired me to probe deeply into the origin, conception 
and development of various 'Jyotisa Ya:n.tras 'of Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh 
of Amber and Jaipur (1686-1743 A. D.) Who is accredited with being the 
only astronomer in the world to have created as many as five astronomical 
observatories. It is iµteresting to know that to execute this scientific grand 
plan he chose five mo>t suitable sites in the country from political, academic 
and religious points of view-Delhi;· Jaipur, Ujjain, Varanasi and Mathura. 

The book does not claim to be a treatise on astronomy, but it certainly 
deals with the unique subject of the ' megalithic' observatories in India. 
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It briefly d,iscusses the history of Hindu astronomy, describes the contribution 
of the astro-scholars of the antiquity, viz., Aryabha~, Varahamihira, 
Brahmagupta, Bhaskara.ca.rya and a host of others who preceded Maharaja 
Sawai Jai Singh, to the science of astronomy in the country. It also traces 
the origin and development of various astronomical devices through the 
ages till they attained perfection and found their eternal place in various 
observatories set up by the astronomer-prince of Jaipur. The book describes 
in detail how a particular instrument is constructed, how it is to be used 
and what calculations can be derived out of it during day and night as 
people in general intend to know. I have tried to simplify the technical 
aspects of the instruments for the benefit of the readers. 

These magnificent stone observatories are the prestigious monuments of 
the rich classical heritage of the nation and are regarded as unique in the 
world. The kaleidoscopic shapes of these massive stone and masonry 
instruments have been described" the most surrealistic and logical landscape 
in stone in the world. " 

Thoup meant for the naked-eye observations two and a half centuries 
ago, these observatories are much more frequented by people than any 
modem observatory in the world. They have become the national monument, 
of tremendous historical, scientific and educational significance and thus, 
deserve to be protected by all means. There cannot be a better way of 
paying homage to the genious of the great astronomcr-Maharaja for this 
monumental contribution to the nation than by maintaining and preserving 
out-of-this-world " observatories in their original shape. 

It is heartening to know that M/s. Bharata Manisha of Varanasi 
have decided to publish the scientific achivements of Maharaja Sawai Jai 
Singh to coincide with the 250th Anniversary of his another great creation, 
the marvellous City of Jaipur. 

Prahlad Singh with the help of Pandit Kalyan Dutt Sharma, Jyotisha
charya, and former supervisor of Jaipur observatory has been able to 
give a connected account of Indian Astronomy from the Vedic period, then 
during the Ramayana and Mahabharata period, then in early Jaina and 
Buddhist works, and this is brought right up to the Muslim period with a 
section on Astronomy in Europe. 

In Chapter II the author tells us about Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh and 
his times, and explains the salient features of his open-air observations. 
Chapters II-IV are quite technical, but very necessary for understanding the 
nature and function of these observatories. In the last chapter we have a 
description of the five above-mentioned observatories. 

Thus it is a most welcome contribution on this important, but very much 
neglected subject. It is hoped that scholars and all interested in this subject 
will read this book. While doin~ so, one fact might be remembered that 
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all that is mentioned in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata does not belong 
to the period to which the author and his friend Pandit Sharma seem to date 
( p. 8 ) but to a much later period. All the details about Rama's birth have 
been omitted from the Critical Edition of the Ramayana ! ! Thus what is 
needed in a work of this nature is a more critical outlook. 

H. D.S. 

Theory of Karman in Indian Thought, by Koshelya Walli, Bharata 
Manisha, Varanasi, 1977, pp. xii+ 363, Price Rs. 55/-

The book opens with a Foreword, which is just a blessing to Dr. Koshelya 
Walli, by M. M. Pt. Gopinath Kaviraj under whose guidance she wrote her 
thesis" Theory of Karman in Indian Thought" that was approved for 
the degree or D. Litt· by the University of Allahabad. Then we have a 
brier Preface by Dr. Walli followed by a table of Contents (pp xi-xii)· In 
an eleven page Introduction Dr. Walli informs us that a scientific study of 
the Law of Karma and a general survey of the Hindu, the Buddhist and 
the Jaina points of view of the doctrine of Karma was a great desideratum 
and, therefore, she undertook the present study. The book proper is divided 
into ten chapters. Chapter I (pp. 13-48) briefly surveys the Vedas or 
rather the Upanisads and the Smrti Literature with a view to collecting 
significant passages shedding light on the doctrine of Karma and its 
associate doctrine of rebirth or transmiration. Chapter II ( pp 49-97 ) 
treats of' Karman in Agama and Tantra. Chapter III (pp 99-126) deals 
with 'Concepts of Karman in the Epics' .. Chapter IV (pp 127-164) 
concerns itself with ' Concept of Karman in the Purai:ias'. Chapter V 
(pp 165-204) deals with" Concept of Karman in Sankhya, Yoga, Vedanta 
and other Systems of Indian Philosophy". Chapter VI (pp. 205-226) 
occupies itself with ' Concept of Karman in the Post-Vedic Literature 
( Ayurveda, Sii.hitya, etc. ) '. Chapter VII (pp 227-250) and Chapter VIII 
(pp 251-276) treat of the 'Buddhist Theory of Karman' and 'the Jaina 
Concept of Karma' respectively. Chapter IX (pp 276-318) is entitled 
'Critical Review' and Chapter X (pp 319-328) embodies the 'Conclusion' 
pp 329-342 cover five Appendices. pp 343-353 contain ' Bibliography ' and 
pp 355-363 Index. 

The titles of the different chapters clearly indicate their contents. Dr. 
Walli has taken great pains to collect data for her thesis and she systemati
cally presents the twin doctrines of Karman and transmigration. 

The subject of the Thesis is very fascinating, no doubt. The value of 
the thesis would have been greatly enhanced if the other related doctrines of 
Niyati, Svabhava, Kala, Yadrcchii, had been discussed at length and the 
correctness or otherwise of the criticism of the doctrine of Karman from 
the point of view of Marxism had been discussed. 



REVIBWS 255 

In a D. Litt. thesis approved by a University also we expect a very 
high standard of accuracy. The book, as printed, however, is disfigured 
by countless misprints, numerous instances of incorrect English and of 
Sanskrit names and quotations carelessly presented. A couple of titles 
(Nos. 157 and 163) are wrongly given a circumstance which leads the 
reader to doubt whether these books had been really consulted in writing 
the present thesis. 

V. M. K. 

Yoga and Indian Philosophy, by K.arel Werner, Motilal Banarasidass, 
Delhi-7, 1977. Pp. ixx 192. Rs. 40/. 

Yoga is one of the main well-known six systems of Indian philosophy but its 
correlation is seldom understood or appreciated. Philosophy, the author 
observes, is a constant endeavour of the human mind to describe and rationally 
explain experienced reality and create an overall and systematic as well as 
intuitively penetrative picture of the world including man which satisfies 
man's intellectual curiosity or urge for fundamental knowledge. Yoga, on 
the other hand, is always a practical activity of the part of the whole 
individual, a pattern of behaviour aiming at enlarging or deepening man's 
direct experience of reality. 

The Indian philosophy is predominantly existential and its special 
character is " its closeness to man's life and its concern for his destiny ''. 
With this basic and correct approach, the author, himself an eminent scholar 
of Western philosophy, naturally seeks to common impression that the real 
philosophical thinking originated in ancient Greece to find out the substance 
underlying the world. And he rightly observes that " The whole of our 
(Western) civilization is the result of the extroverted attitude of the Western 
mind with its eagerness to conquer nature and her resources. Man from 
Western point of view is a mere accidental produce and his mental life with 
its emotions and rational thought is only a by-product of chemical and 
electrical reaction in his nervous system •·. 

With these remarks, the author in Chapter one of the book examines the 
various views of stalwarts of Western philosophy such as Socrates, Plato, 
Aristotle, rebel philosopher Descartes, Hegel and material philosopher Marx, 
the founder of communism, as well as existentialists Heidegger, Sartre and 
Garpers. About Marxism, the author says it cannot be but classified as an 
arrogant dogmatism aiming at abolishing the freedom of the individual. 

Unlike in Europe, the author says, philosophy in India has always been 
concerned with the individual, his existential situation, his destiny and 
salvation i. e. with the final solution of the riddle of man's existence. The 
Indian philosophy has never become subservient to religious dogma. Highly 
formulated philosophical concepts have expressed in religious symbolism, 
mythical tales, and ceremonial rites and vice versa. Jn this philosophical 
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development in Indian, there was no sharp division between the man and 
the world. In fact, the philosophical thoughts and ideas developed by Indian 
mind are more fundamental and basic and supply a unified field for the 
individual to mould and train himself to live a whole and fu]] life as an 
integral part of the universe. There are no dead ends any where. It has 
at the same time a relieving feature of humanism. 

After thus comparing the Western and Indian attitudes, and stating 
that in the final analysis, philosophy though always trying to be objective and 
universal is n'!vertheless a reflection of reality as experienced by a philosophi
sing individual in a given situation, the author proceeds to take a survey 
of cosmology as envisaged by the Indian mind. Indian cosmology is based 
mainly on the fundamental concepts of infinity ( Aditi) and morality (Rta). 
The Vedic sages arrived at these concepts by observation, ·intuition and 
pr.!cise thinking. In the Vedic sages spontaneous expressions we find visible 
traces of a way of discipline and a method of cultivating the mind that later 
on blossomed into Yoga system. Nasadiya sukta, (Creation Hymn) (RV 10,129) 
is really the summarised view of the highest inquisitive mind as to the real 
truth behind all That Is and That Is Not, behind all appearances and 
disappearances. 

Then the author directly comes to the question of man, his essence and 
destiny. " Man is indeed something of a mystery to himself". The question 
whether man is a mere matter or a personality-an entity in its own right
often termed as " soul•• still defies satisfactory solution. But stranger 
enough both these attitudes are deeply contained in the human individual. 
Vedic view is, man consists of a Tanu (bodily self), manas (mind), Asu 
(animating vitality), prana (Vital cosmic force), Atman (individual life 
process ) combined with all various faculties. All these constituents are 
regarded as Devatas and have their abodes in the various layer of cosmic 
universe, the seven regions, upper as well as lower. These conceptions lead 
to the theory of rebirth and the inescapable doctrine of Karma, the law of 
action and reaction. In Vedas, Atman connotes the inner most essence of 
everything animate or otherwise in its transcendental cosmic form. It 
becomes Brahman. Mai;i.4ukya Upanishad really develops this evolving theory 
into various finer stages of consciousness and lays as it were the founda
tion of a clear Yoga system which leads to " Self Realization ". 

Then the author goes into the details of various well-known divisions 
of classical Vedant, Dwait, Adwait etc. and expounds the Indian conception 
of Salvation the final goal of Vedant. It is an emancipation from miseries 
of life and an experience of pure bliss of the liberated soul within or 
without the body cage. In this respect, Sri. Aurobindo's contribution is 
highly concrete and original. His emphasis is on Poorna Yoga. It 
not only opens up a vista for spiritual evolution of an individual soul 
bµt also for the realizable prospect of a high achievement in becoming ~ 



REVIEWS 257 

Superman with a feeling responsibility to strive ceaselessly for the fi~ 
liberation of the whole cosmos-Sri. Aurobindo: '.is really the father -of 
Vedantic terms particularly of Yoga expressed in penetrating English. 

Havi~g thus given the outlines of v~rious philosophical systems ori'ridi~. 
the author comes to the main th~rlie of his book, the distinguishing features 
of Yoga in the Indian philosophy. " Yoga", 'the author defines "is the 
conscious and directed activity of an individual aspiring to a suprasen
sory ·and supra intellectual experience which is to him of spiritual value 
and which fully or to some extent transforms or deepens his life and 
knowledge or understanding of reality and of himself". In India this 
concept of Yoga is unique and ~ helped the evolutionary. prpgress of 
Indian philosophy as a whole. Parallel example of this type . of 

1
develop

mei:J.t in Western philosophy is of Plotinus. Some of the· mystic saints 
and scientists of the West also come nearer. The author observes that 
it is evident how closely philosophy, religion, mysticism and Yoga are 
related. Indi'a produced'"a continuous tradition of independent Yoga, of 
an uncommitted , search ·ffor truth, to prepare the individual for the 
break through into· 'the'transcendental realism of freedom. Yoga practice 
(the technique of Dhyana-Meditation) brought about the overwhelming 
experience of unity of feeling at one with the whole universe and its creative 
essence. Yoga should be approached and studied without premature commit
ment to any particular religious cre~d or philosophical view. 

Then after considering the various schools of Yoga, as evolved by 
Patanjali, ·Buddhists, and Jains. the "author in his concluding chapter on 
Yoga in modem World emphasizes the prac1ical utility of following Y-oga 
in the context of modern living which has brought about too much comfort 
and too little movement, yet with increased stress and strain of mind and 
body both. Yoga tends to give real· relief and relaxation, the dire need of 
tensed modern life. 

The author is a Czech and is a self made man who has worked in-u>al 
mines, gas works and as a train driver and has suffered much. ·H~ is at 
present a Spalding lecturer in Indian philosophy and Religion in Durhan 
University in England. It is really very: creditable for him to have ~udied 
Indian philosophy very minutely and independently without any pre~udices 
and his book under review is a specimen of shining production of a fi~e and 
powerful mind trained and tuned to a Yogic way of life. · · · / 

The author has very wisely avoided, the error of treating the Indian 
philosophy with Western traditi~nal acadamic aprroaches whic

1

~. invariab1y 
fails to reveal its true essence and for such independent approach; the 
author highly · desetl/es rich · compliments and congratulatiolis. In this 
regard, the author fiD'IJS..-fault ·rtdt only with . the eitrly Western .. : sc:holats 
of Indian philosophy blft · -·alsl)' with . their counterparts; tndia'ri 'sctio1aN' Gf 
repute such as- S. Radha Krishnan and. Das Gupta. They worked• ·under 

..• 33 
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glamour of Western way of thinking. Irreparable damage is done. Indian 
philosophy is misread and misunderstood. Apart from Indian writers in 
English, even present day writers of repute in regional languages of the 
people of India do not escape this blame. They blindly echo, follow and 
reflect undigested views of Western scholars and have lost all original and 
refreshing touch of ancient Sages, Saints and Pandits of India. The result is 
we know not ourselves. 

L. V. D. 

Yoga Unveiled Part I, by V. A. Asrani, Motilal Banarasidass, Delhi-7, 
1977, pp. xxiv + 220. Rs.40·00 (CB.) Rs. 25 (PB). 

It appears that the author equates Yoga with Mysticism and observes 
"It is vital for man, for his mental and physical health, his happiness, his 
efficiency, his creativity and the self-act.ualisation of his genius" and 
describes Yoga as "easy or natural". Yoga implies "Sahaj Stbiti a natural 
or at ease condition". It is a state of paradise not to be attained but to be 
regained. We are captives of collected bonds of our complexes. We must 
shed them away and have an abiding feeling of oneness with all. That is 
the secret of Yoga. 

With the advance of science and modern tech116logy with its alarming 
stress and strain, the problems have ceased to be individual, national or inter
national. They have, instead, become global problems and the individual 
has to recover and realize his "natural" state in the new set up. Miracles 
are a by-product of Yoga and they have to be scrupulously avoided. Yogin 
or realized souls are world citizens and their unselfish and universal love 
assumes a new biological meaning and value for restoring harmony and peace 
in the minds of men all over the world. 

Unveiling of Yoga requires a synthesis of Reason and Revelation of 
Science and Mysticism. The approach must needs be a holistic i. c. concern
ing the whole over and above the functions of the part added together. What 
is -real ? Whether the whole or the parts ? 

With such introductory remarks the book under review compiles the 
various essays and papers written or read by the author, who is a retired 
Assistant Professor of Physics of the Banaras Hindu University. 

The author is well read both in oriental as well as Western literature 
on the subject religious, technical and scientific also. He appears to have 
himself experienced the glimpses of bliss in Yogic trances. 

Jn the first chapter of his book, the author attempts to give a clue to 
the missing link between science and mysticism. : Quoting Eric Fromm who 
says mankind has lost all purpose beyond immediate personal pleasure and 
prestige, the i:i.uthor qpserves that neither ~~jence aloJl~ nor mysticism or 
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religion alone, can solve human problems. From bis brief highly mystical 
experience for 48 hours, the author says collaboration between science and 
mysticism is possible. In support of his thesis, he refen to various mystic 
personalities, Tagore, R. C. Johnson, Maslow, Aldous Huxley and G. 
Krishnamurti. The " sthita prajna '' condition is both easy and aatural. 

Metaphysics or new science of psychology at the most may describe the 
problem. But it would not solve it. In fact problems of life are insoluble. 
They have to be dissolved. And that is possible only when you transcend 
them. In transcendence, a loftfer and wider interest comes into view and 
the problems " pale before a new and stronger directive " according to Jung 
the great modem Swiss psychologist. For this, you must learn and practise 
the stable· mind J state described in Bhagwadgeeta and other Hindu texts. 
Mysticism satisfies some vital human need. In the following three chapters 
of the book, the author dilates upon the easy natural method of practising 
Yoga particularly of Sabaj Avastha. It is an acme of ideaf mental health. 
The author widely quotes Western authors who have invented various 
technical terms to describe the numerous reflexes of mental illhealtb. 

In Yoga Made Easy, the author emphasizes upon the integration of 
Yoga with modern psychology. Technical exercises such as Asanas, Pranayama, 
Awakening of Kundalini have to be learnt and practised from an adept 
Guru and it may take·time. But for a common man in the street, a simple 
Nama Japa with desireless devotion would yield all the merit of Yoga. 
The author cites the instances of Kabir and Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and 
Raman Maharshi. He quotes Mr. Osborne who describes the Sabaj Samadhi 
of Raman Maharshi as a state in which full spiritual on transcendental 
consciousness is maintained, along with full outer awareness and realistic 
activity but free from the ego sense. This is the liberated condition of a 
free soul, jiwan mukta avastha and is the real goal of life on earth. This 
goal is accepted by three main Darsbanas Sankhya, Yoga and Vedant and 
shared by Buddhists and Jains. The mysticism has ta.ken different shapes 
and expressions even in Christianity and Islam, according to the soil and 
clime where they flourished. St. Paul and St. Theresa are typical examples 
of Christian mystics. Kabir and Al Gazali are mystics of Sufi sect. 

In the V Chapter, The Purpose of Human Life, the author decries the 
modern debasing materialistic hedonism encouraged by technology and 
science. Unless the purpose of human life is clearly envisaged, all the 
scientific approaches would actually de-humanise the man. Moral sense, 
Dr. Alex Carrel says, is more important than intelligence. When it disappears, 
the whole structure slowly crumbles away. Our present culture and outlook 
based on Technology are lopsided and have made life without purpose. But 
study of biology and psychology gives an indication of purpose of life. 
The study lags_ f~r behind our advan~ in technology. But if .approached 
properly, biology definitely teaches us that it is the species as a whole, 
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·with its ev-otutionary dr~Yej, the creative vitality in the Nature, is the real 
entity. Blood ceJ.ls in our body have their own indi:vidual !iv.es but their 
lives are .subservie.t to the life caf· the entire organism--the human body. 
We Uadividual men, our groups, our nations are like bl9od corpuscles in 
thd RWBl.n Ra~e-Organism. 'fhe evolutionary drive has helped the man to 
de:v~}Pp in a .~~irit of conscious co-operation. As a conscious co-operator, 
:i;nan 

1

can, not 'only 'consciously regulate 'his sexual a.ppetites, but can 
further direct his conduct, so as to avoid the risk of virtual suicide of 
the whole human species and ens~re the ~hance's of its further evolutionary 
~Rvance. The purpose of life is then the all round development of 
J:i:uman speci.es as a whole world community' knit tog.ether into one co
operati,ve, .unit. It is not j,ust like stuffed mummies in Egyptian 1?~r1amids. 

If that Is the' purpose of life as it ·should be then surely ' we must find 
out a way to 'achieve the goal. While I wll.5 readingthe book under review, 
I 'came across iCfine passage· from a little book' erititled How To Understand 

~I . . · I I 
Human Nature by Herbert Casson. He observes: 

''From this time onwards what can be more important than the Making 
of Bettj!r People ? Of what avail is all else unless we can develop a nobler, 
kindlier Human Race? Of what us.e is chemistry if we use it to murder each 
C\)ther ? Of .wJi.at use is wealth if the tax gatherer .i;nust have it? Of wh<it use 
~~•:<G.ov~~n:'llent if it ~ives us no protection ? Of what use is .Education if it 
~~eates an artificial caste of cy/ture and separates people who are basically 
ipe same ? " 

This excerpt really clinches the issue. From this view point, if the pur
pose and meaning of life is the survival and evolution of the human race as 
ah organism; the surest way, according to the· author Mr. Asrani, is the Yoga. 
And in dealing with its potentalities the auther in the concluding chapter of 
his book lays emphasis on the practice of JiianaYoga and quotes Sri. Auro
bindo's definition of Yoga as a process of conscious evolution. Jiiana Yoga, 
according· to .the author, is a Relaxing Cosmic Meditation. It helps to regard 
humanity as one· organism. It decreases the tendeacy of conflicts and tends 
to lower the: :level of.the stress• and. strain of life in modern age of Technology. 

' Jnana Yoga resm'les the complexes called as unconcious motives or emo
tionaJ habits formed by conditioning, since childhood. Complexes may take 
Jthe 1 Ferm of emotional disorders or mental or l"hymcal diseases or defects. 
After quoting numerous Western authors on advanced psychology, Mr. Asrani 
the-author tif.th6'1book under review outli'nes the methods of Jiiana Yoga. 1f 
aims at mentahind emotional relaxation and development of deep inward 
silence. It achieves conc'eptless mental poise, enlargeS' and expands the indivi
d~J ioonsciousness and merges' it with the ci>sm;t: consciousness with the 
result·1'r~ .Jfilda Yogi faces· tlll challenges of life in a realistic and responsible 
manner. 
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Practice of Jiiana Yoga disolves all complexes and cleanses all impuri
ties of mind and body and restores in the practiser a healthy and dispassio· 
nate outlook on life and all that happens from moment to moment. It is a 
momentous life merged in eternity. The author in his detailed discussion of 
various types of Yoga pinpoints the merits of Jiiana Yoga and expounds 
it as a Therapy or curative science for all the ills. The mankind has been 
helplessly suffering so tar. The book contains numerous references to various 
authors, both western and Eastern, and then number as many as 83 stand
ard works on the subject of the book and connected matters. It has a useful 
index. It has seven appendices giving case histories of persons including 
the author himself showing how they are relieved of pains by following the 
Jiiana Yoga Therapy. The book also contains nice photographs of modern 
Jiiana Yogis Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and Raman Maharshi, by way of 
illustrations of realized souls from actual life. 

The title of the book, 'Yoga unveiled' appears rather misleading. A 
patient reader feels sometimes lost in the wilderness of numerous authorities 
and references copiously quoted and relied upon by the Author for his thesis. 
The unveiled Yoga becomes shrouded. 

However as rightly observed by the eminent scholar Dr. B. L. Atreya 
in his enlightening foreword, the book is bound to be counted as a great 
contribution to the literature on Psychology and Mysticism. I may add it 
is a nice concourse of modern trends on Yoga and its possibilities to 
relieve the suffering Humanity. 

L. V.D. 
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The Late Shri K. T. Desai. 

( Birth Date 23rd May 1903 - Death 30th January 1977) 

The following Resolution was passed at a Special Meeting of the 

Managing Committee held on 9th February 1977 :-

"The Asiatic Society of Bombay places on record its deep sense of 
sorrow at the sad demise of Shri K. T. Desai, President of the 
Society, on the morning of 30th January 1977. 

Shri Desai was an outstanding lawyer. As a Judge of the Bombay 
High Court and Chief Justice of the Gujarat High Court, he was 
respected and admired for his learning and wisdom by the bar, his 

colleagues on the bench and by the public. He was Chairman of 

Bennett Coleman & Co., Ltd., for a long time and he was also 
associated with several other organizations. 

The Society was fortunate in having Shri Desai as its President since 
1973. He took great interest in the welfare of the Society and the 

Library. By his pleasing manners and unruffled temperament, he 
conducted the meeting of the Committee smoothly and guided the 
affairs of the Society with skill and tact. His help and guidance were 

always available to the Society and his passing away is an irreparable 
loss to the Society. In his death, the Society has lost a wise guide 

and an esteemed friend. 

This meeting places on record its grateful appreciation of the valuable 

services and guidance rendered by Shri K. T. Desai to the Society and 
requests the Hon. Secretary to convey its heartfelt sympathies and 
sincere condolences to the members of his bereaved family." 
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Uniformity of abbreviations must be observed throughout the paper. 

7. Titles of articles in periodicals should be cited in quotation marks; the name of the 
periodical should be printed in italics: The following abbreviations for the Journals of 
the principal Oriental Societies should be adhered to : Ep. Ind., Ind. Ant., JA., JAOS., 
JASB., JBBRAS., WZKM., ZDMG. Volume and pagination should be indicated as in 

the following example : ZDMG. 27, 369 ff. ( Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morganlandischen 
Gescllschaft, Volume 27, Pages 369 and following). 

8. The greatest possible conciseness in their papers is desired of contributors for the sake 
of economy. Additional printer's charges for alternations other than corrections 
of printer's errcrs must be borne by the contributor. Later corrections which would 
involve over-running will not be accepted without express permission of the Board of 
Editors. · 

9. Galley proofs will be sent to the contributors residing in Bombay, but no page proofs 
will be supplied. 

IO. Twenty off-prints of each article will be supplied to the contributor free of charge. 
Additional copies, if desired, may be obtained by giving due notice to the Hon. 
Secretary, on payment. 
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