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Ei:>ITORIAL 

This issue of the Journal is dedicated to the memory of Pandit 
Bhagvanlal lndraji who hundred years back excavated the SIUpa 
at Sopara near Bombay and discovered the eight valuable 
Buddhist bronzes of the 8Lh- 9th century A. D. These bronzes 
are among the priceless collection of the Asiatic Society of 
Bombay together with the Sanskrit and Prakrit manuscripts gifted 
by Pt. Bbagvanlal and IJr. Bhau Daji. Bhagvanlal had requested 
in his will, written shortly before his death in 1888, that the 
manuscripts gifted by him be placed near the manuscripts of the 
late Dr. Bhau Daji. The cupboard, with the words: "Pundit 
Bhagvanlal lndraji, Pupil of Dr. Bhau Daji ", stands today just 
behind the Editor's table in the Asiatic Society of Bombay. 

The delay in printing the Journal was because of the technical 
difficulties in the press in Bombay to which it was first sent and 
was beyond the control of the Editor. I thank the Bhandarkar 
Oriental Research Institute, Pune, and its press for speedily doing 
the work after they received the typescript in April, 1986. I also 
take this opportunity of thanking Dr. Nalinee Chapekar, 
Mr. S. Y. Jamsandekar and Mr. P. P. Gokhale for helping me 
in various matters related to the Journal. 

Devangaoa Desai 
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PANDIT BHAGVANLAL INDRAJl'S CONTRIBUTION TO 

HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY 

(WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO GUJARAT) 

HARIPRASAD G. SHASTRI 

It was in 1861 that Dr. Bhau Daji, an enthusiastic lndologist as well 
as a philanthropic physician of Bombay, received a young Gujarati scholar 
of 22, who came from the distant place of Junagadh in Saurashtra in 
response to his invitation given on the recommendation of Mr. A. K. Forbes, 
the Political Agent of Kathiawad. Dr. Bhau Daji was highly impressed by 
the valuable information and material that the scholar possessed. His name 
was Bhagvanlal Indraji. He did not bother to cite his surname, which was 
not regarded important in those times; otherwise he would have introduced 
himself as B. I. Dbatt. He belonged to the Ahicchatra or Prasnorii Niigar 
caste and was well-versed in the Sanskrit language and literature as well as 
in Ayurvede. He was also proficient in Indian Paleography, Epigraphy and 
Numismatics, though he got no chance to learn English, there being no 
English schools in Saurashtra in his days. It was, indeed, astonishing that 
a Sanskrit Pandit had attained mastery over these new subjects developed by 
Western scholars. 

It was the old, unique rock-inscriptions, lying on the way to Mt. 
Girnar, that became the foundation-stone of his new career. The inscrip· 
tions defied all his attempts for their decipherment till about 1854, when he 
happened to get some clue from a copy of Prinsep's paper on the so-called 
Pali (in fact Brahmi) alphabet, received through Shri Manishanker Kikani 
from Colonel Lang, the Political Agent of Kathiawad State. As the alpha· 
bet published on the page he received contained only the basic characters, 
he collected and studied all published material on the subject which he 
procured through a friend at Bombay. Equipped with the general knowledge 
of the basic characters, medieval vowel-signs and conjunct consonants, the 
young enthusiastic scholar worked on the direct decipherment of the Girnar 
rock-inscriptions and could correct the numerous omissions and errors in 
the published transliteration and translation. Col. Lang was highly 
impressed with the brilliant success of this 'little antiquarian'• When Col. 
Lang was succeeded by Mr. A. K. Forbes as the Political Agent of Kathia· 
wad, the latter recommended Dr. Bhau Daji to utilise the servic~s of this 
young scholar in his archaeolo~ical researches, 

"° s. -1 



2 HARIPRASAD G. SHASTRI 

Bhagvanlal had brought with him his transliteration of the Giroar 
inscriptions and sixty K$atrapa coins. Dr. Bhau Daji introduced him to 
Mr. Newton, the President of the Bombay Asiatic Society. The latter was 
extremely delighted with the unknown coins and his reading of ne;v names 
on them. He incorporated all new information in the paper he was writing 
on the K$atrapa coins, with due acknowledgement. It enhanced the value 
of his paper to a great extent. 

Bhagvanlal also convinced Dr. Bhau Daji that Wilson's translation of 
the Sah ( K$atrapa ) inscription, published in Essays on Indian Antiquities 
by Prinsep was full of errors and that a revised accurate reading of the 
Girnar rock-inscriptions was a desideratum. Thereupon Dr. Bhau Daji sent 
him back to Junagadh where he, with the assistance of Shri Vallabhji H. 
Acharya, took various fresh facsimiles and eye-copies of all the three rock 
inscriptions, prepared their accurate transliteration and sent all the material 
to Dr. Bhau Daji, who, after a thorough examination of the material, 
prepared a paper on the facsimiles, transliterations and translations of the 
Sanskrit inscriptions of Rudradaman and Skandagupta, and read it before 
the Bombay Asiatic Society. In his paper he made due acknowledgement of 
the active and ingenious assistance he received from Bhagvanlal. It 
embodied several important improvements in the earlier translation. The 
name ' Sudar5ana ' of the reservoir was brought to light for the first time. 
The name of the King, formerly read • Aridiiman '• was corrected into 
• Rudradaman '. And he was now found to be the grandson and not the son 
of Cagana. The epigraph recorded not the name • Pahlavamavya' of the 
architect, but the name • Suvi5akha' of the Pahlava governor, who restored 
the reservoir. Much credit for these emendations goes to Bhagvanlal, whom 
Dr. Bhau Daji now invited to settle at Bombay and assist him permanently 
in bis archaeological researches. For he was exactly the type of a scholar 
he was longing to have to assist him in the field·work. Bhagvanlal assisted 
him wholeheartedly since 1862 by visiting ancient places suggested by him, 
undertaking all necessary field-work and supplying fresh information and 
material to his patron, who could utilize it in preparing papers c:>n various 
subjects of Indology with due acknowledgement of the assistance he received 
from Pt. Bhagvanlal Indraji. At the instance of his patron, he visited the 
caves in the Western Ghats, the solitary site of Jaisalmer in Rajasthan, the 
historical places in North India, Orissa and Central India, and travelled 
even beyond to Nepal and Tibet in the north-cast and to Baluchistan and 
Yusuzai in north-west. 

With the demise of Dr. Bhau Daji in 1874, Bhagvanlal got desperate 
and lost all hopes to continue antiquarian resean;:h wht;:rein 11e had special· 
Jist;:d himself throughout. 
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When he recovered from this great grief, he soon realised that he 
should now undertake independent research on the strength of his own guts. 
His inability to express himself in English was, no doubt, a drawback but by 
no means an impediment in the prosecution of bis researche!>, Several 
Western Indologists got bis Gujarati articles translated into English and 
published them in standard journals under bis own name. For instance, 
Dr. Btibler, an eminent German Orientalist and a great scholar of Indian 
Epigraphy including Palaeography, introduced Pt. Bhagvanlal Indraji lo the 
readers of Indian Antiquary through the translation of his valuable article 
"On the Ancient Numerals" published in Vol. VI in 1877. The next year 
he published the translation of his article on ••The Inscription of Rudra· 
daman at Junagadh '' in Vol. Vil of that Journal, with his Supplementary 
note and foot-notes. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Codrington, the Hon. Secretary of the Royal Asiatic 
Society of Bombay, began to translate Pt. Bhagvanlal's research articles into 
English, read them before the members of the Society on his behalf and 
published them in the Journal of the Society. His earliest article published 
in this Journal was on • Gadhia Coins of Gujarat and Malwa' (Vol. XII, 
1877 ). Pt. Bhagvanlal now got so renowned in the field of Indology that 
the Asiatic Society of Bombay elected him an honora1y member in 1877. It 
gave him full access to the rich library of the Society. 

Even other eminent scholars Jike Dr. Burgess, Dr. Fleet, Dr. Peterson 
and Dr. Cunha appreciated his scholarship, knowledge and accuracy. The 
Government of Bombay appointed him a Fellow of the University of 
Bombay in 1882. 

Pt. Bhagvanlal undertook archaeological explorations in the entire 
country and contributed to Indian history by his original study of the 
inscriptions and coins of several provinces of the country. Nevertheless, his 
contribution to the history and archaeology of Gujarat deserves special 
notice. 

As remarked above, be commenced his career as an archaeologist 
through his original and critical study of the Girnar rock-inscriptions and 
the K~atrapa coins. He also edited some unpublished inscriptions of the 
Traikii!aka, Gurjara, Cbiilukya and Ra~!rakii!a dynasties in south Gujarat 
and thus added new chapters in the ancient history of Gujarat. In Numis
matics he had specialised himself in the coins of the Western K~atrapas 
ond thus became an authority on their genealogy and chronology. His 
commendable research article on the Western K~atrapas was posthumously 
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published in the Journal of the Royal Asiaiic Society in 1890. lt was 
edited by the renowned Numismatist Rapson, who in the introduction of 
his "Catalogue or the Coins in the British Museum : The Coins of the 
Andhra Dynasty, the Western K~atr11pas, the Traikutaka dynasty and the 
Bodhi Dynasty'• ( 1908 ), frankly admits : "I cannot close these few words 
of thanks without some grateful acknowledgement of the debt which I, as a 
student of Indian Numismatics, owe to the work of the great Indian Scholar, 
whose memory is preserved in the Museum by the shield which records his 
munificent bequest - Pandit Bhagvanlal lndraji. A glance through the pages 
of this volume will suffice to show that to a very large extent I have built on 
the foundations which he had well and truly laid. " 

During his explorations round about Bombay, Pt. Bhagvanlal discove· 
red a fragment of Afoka's Rock Edi;t VIII at Sapara. In course of the 
small·scale four-day excavation conducted by him there in 1882, he unear· 
thed a Buddhist Stiipa enshrining an unusually rich hoard of relics. Sopara 
represents ancient Siirparaka, which was n reputed port of international 
trade, similar to that of Bharukaccha (Broach), on the Western Coast. 

Pt. Bhagvanlal's paper on •Two New Ciilukya Inscriptions', submit· 
ted to the International Congress of Orientalists held at Vienna in 1887 is a 
valuable contribution to the history of Gujarat. His valuable and original 
contributions to the study of Indian Epigraphy were highly appreciated by 
Western co-workers in the field and it won him the rare distinction of 
doctorate from Western universities. He was also elected an Honorary 
Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Fortunately, Pt. Bhagvanlal did not confine his activities to epigra. 
phic, numismatic and archaeological investigations. The antiquarian data 
obtained through these investigations were ultimately sources of iuformation 
for the reconstruction of the history of the ancient period. On planning the 
project of the Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, James Campbell entrusted 
the preparation of the Early History of the Deccan to Prof. R. G. Bhandar
kar and that of the Early History of Gujarat to Pt. Bhagvanlal Indraji. 
Conversant with the first-hand knowledge of the original sources, Bhagvanlal 
was the most competent scholar for the monumental work assigned to him. 

He seems to have engaged himself in this immense and responsible 
undertaking since about 1881. His articles on the Western K~atrapas as 
well as on the Traikutakas, the Calukyas and the Ra~trakii!as of Lata were 
already written by him. On the basis of his study of the epigraphic records 
pod coins, he was conversant with the historical accounts of the Mauryas, 
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the Indo-Greeks, the Guptas, the Kings of Valabhi and the Gurjaras of LiiJa. 
He was also familiar with the epigraphic records of the Ciilukyas and the 
Vaghelas. But now he bad to engag! himself in consulting the literary 
works like Dvy'ii.5raya, Sukrtasa1iifcirtana, Kirtikaumudi, Prabanrlliacintii
matzi, Vic'ii.rafretzi, Vi-vidha-tirtliafcalpn and Ratniivali. He had also to 
derive traditional accounts from the Purai:ias. A young graduate, trained in 
compiling historical data for the Gazetteer, was placed under him. The 
latter translated the portions contributed by Pt. Bhagvanlal into English and 
submitted them to the General Editor. Pt. (now Dr.) Bhagvanlal was very 
eager to commit all his findings to writing as early as possible, as be was 
not keeping good health since 1885. In 1888 he realised that the end of his 
life was imminent. In his will he enjoined to bequeath the various sections 
of his rich collection of antiquities to different institutions, the manuscripts 
in his collection being transmitted to the Royal Asiatic Society of Bombay. 
Dr. Bhagvanlal expired in 1888 at the age of only 49 before he could finalise 
the work assigned to him. A large portion of the Early History of Gujarat 
was almost ready in the form of the press-copy, but the remaining portion 
was to be reconstructed from his stray notes in Gujarati. When Mr. 
Campbell received the remaining raw material left by the late historian, he 
realised that the work of completing Dr. Bhagvanlal's writing was one of 
special difficulties. Hence he took the valuable assistance from Mr. A. M. 
T. Jackson of the Indian Civil Service; and yet it took a pretty long period 
of more than five years to finalise its press-copy. In the publication ( 1896) 
this article on the " Early History of Gujarat " formed the most copious and 
outstanding portion of the entire Part on the History of Gujarat. 

Even a cursory glance at the .. Early History of Gujarat" ( 1896) 
in comparison to Book I of the Rasa Mata ( 1856) by Mr. A. K. Forbes 
will at once show the vast gulf of difference between the two works, brought 
in by the large bulk of new material revealed during the intervening span 
of four decades. The earlier account of the history of Gujarat generally 
commenced with the Cava9a Kingdom, to which Mr. Forbes prefixed the 
account of the fall of Valabhi in his work, while "Early History of Guja. 
rat " commenced with the account of the Mauryan period, prefixed by the 
PuriiQic account of Anarta and the Yadavas. It dealt with the history of as 
many as ten kingdoms before the Kingdom of the Ciiva9iis. 11 Early 
History of Gujarat" based on the materials prepared by the late Dr. 
Bhagvanlal I ndraji is, indeed, the first systematic documented ancient history 
of Gujarat, regarded to be a standard work on the subject even for several 
decades after its publication. Naturally much new material has com!! to 
light subsequently and some of the views held by Dr. Bhagvanlal have to bo 
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emended on its basis, Nevertheless this monumental work of the pioneet 
historian still contains ample reliable information and some points of 
original research. The valuable contribution of Dr. Bhagvanlal lndraji to 
the History and Archaeology of Gujarat must, indeed, be assessed as a 
well-laid foundation of the subject. 



SOPARA - PANDIT BHAGVANLAL INDRATI AND AFTER 

DEVANGANA DESAI 

The Asiatic Society of Bombay possesses a precious group of Buddhist 
bronzes representing the Seven Buddhas and Maitreya, the Future Buddha 
(Pis. III-VI). These eight bronzes were found in 188Z by Pandit Bhagvan· 
lal Iodraji in the relic stone coffer from the Stilpa at Sopare. Io December 
1881, be received from Mr. James M. Campbell, Compiler of the Bombay 
Gazetteer, some notes on the remains at Sopara in Thana district, about 
48 kms. north of Bombay. There was also along with the notes a rough 
sketch of the mound at Sopara, locally known as 11 Buruda Riijacha Killii" 
or the Fort of th:: Basket-making King. At once Bhagvanlal saw through 
the .sketch a possibility of the existence of a Stilpa there. He writes : 
° Finding from the rough sketch that the Buruda Riijii's fort was much like 
a Stilpa, the desire overtook me of seeing Sopara, a name which under 
slightly varying forms, occurs in the Nasik, Junnar, Karle and Nanaghat 
inscriptions, but about which nothing has yet been written. " 1 

When nothing was previously known or written on the subject, it was 
Pandit Bhagvanlal who identified the site of Sopara with ancient Silrpliraka 
or Soparaka mentioned in the Mahiiva1;,~a, Divyavadana, Mahabharata, 
Bripalacarita and other Buddhist, Brahmanical and Jaina texts, and in the 
inscriptions of the Western Indian caves. He has very picturesquely des· 
cribed various references to this town in the literary accounts. So para was 
known to Ptolemy and the writer of the Periplua of the EnJthraen Sea 
and later to a large number of Arab and Persian travellers such as Macudi, 
lbn Haukal, Al lstakhri, Al Biruni and others. Even today scholars refer 
to these literary aud epigraphical sources which Bhagvanlal bad painstakingly 
gathered on Sopara. 

Bhagvanlal first visited the site with Campbell on 7th of February, 
1882, had a preliminary survey of it and ascertained that the Buruda Rilja's 
fort was a Stilpa. Then with more time in the Easter holidays, i. e. April 7 
to 10, they revisited Sopara. It was at this time that Bhagvanlal opened the 
centre of the Stilpa and discovered a relic coffer about 13 feet from the top 
of the Stilpa. Within this coffer, he found in situ the eight metal images 
seated around a copper casket (Pl. II), which in its turn encased within it 
four other caskets, placed one within the other, viz. those of silver, jade 
(stone), cr~stal a11d finally gold ( Pl. I, B ). The gold casket containe4 
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thirteen tiny pieces of earthenware, which Bhagvanlal suggested were relics 
of the Buddha's bowl on the basis of evidence from Buddhist texts. There 
were several gold flowers strewn in each casket and a gold plaque depicting 
a seated Buddha (Pl. VII, B ) and a silver coin of Gautamlputra Yajfia 
Sri Satakan;ii (circa A. D. 174-203) in the copper casket. The details of 
the work and finds at Sopara are given in his article on the subject read out 
by Campbell on May 25, 1882, at the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society and published in Vol. XV, 1881-82, of the Journal of the Society. 
The Bombay Government presentd the Sapara relics to the Society and 
CampbeJl presented a finely carved wooden cabinet to contain the relics in 
October 1882. This cabinet is still placed centrally at the vestibule of the 
Asiatic Society Library. 

It is interesting to note that the dis::overy of the Sapara relics made a 
great stir not only among the scholars in 1 ndia and Europe of that time 
but also among the Buddhists of Sri-Lanka. The Buddhist High Priest of 
that country requested for a small portion of the bowl of the Buddha to be 
deposited in the monastery at Adam's peak.2 

Even hundred years back Pandit Bhagvanlal had judiciously identified 
these images and the Bodhi trees associated with each of the Buddhas. He 
compares the images for their identification and iconography with the painted 
images of the Buddhas and Maitreya, each with a label inscription, on the 
doorway of Ajanta Cave 17. He has given line-drawings of each of the 
Sopara bronzes, caskets and seven different types of gold flowers and the 
stones found from the caskets. 

What is of further importance is the meticulous detailed description 
of the entire excavation ( including that of the frog found below the stone 
coffer, which was of the same species as found in some of the old Kanheri 
cave cisterns). From these details we can see that the Seven Buddhas were 
arranged pradak~iQii-wisc from the left side of Maitreya, starting with the 
first "Manu~a 113 Buddha Vipa5yi to the seventh, viz. Siikyamuni or 
Gautama Buddha each displaying a different mudrii ( hand-gesture) and 
under his respective Bodhi tree. These Seven Buddhas are Sakyamuni and 
his six immediate predecessors : 

1. VipasyI : Dharmacalcra-mudra, under Pii~ali tree 
( Bigonia Suaveoleps) (Pl. Ill, A) 

2. Sikhl : Dhyana-mudra, under Pur;i4arlka or 
~µite lotus ~ Pl. lll, B) 
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3. Visvabhfi : Varada-mudra, under Sala tree 
( Sltorea rubusta} (Pl. IV, A) 

1. Krakucchanda : Dhy<ina-mudra, under 
Sirl~a tree ( Acacia Sirissa ) (Pl. IV, B) 

5. Kanakamuni : Bh'iimispada-mudra, under 
Udumbara tree ( Ficus glomerata) (Pl. V, A ) 

6. Kl!Syapa : Abhaya-mttdro, under 
Banyan tree ( Ficzts indica) ( Pl. V, B ) 

7. Siikyamuni : Bhumisparsa-mudra, under 
Pipal tree ( Ficus religiosa ). ( P. VJ, A) 

Although the Stiipa and the caskets belonged to the 2nd century A.O., 
possibly in the time of Yajiia Sri Siitakan:1i whose unworn silver coin was 
found from the copper casket, Bhagvanlal wisely suggested from the dress 
and head-ornaments or the image of Maitreya (Pl. VJ, B) that it belonged 
to about the 7th-8th century A. D. and was placed in the relic coffer when 
the Stopa was opened for repair. 

After Bhagvanlal's death in 1888, Sopara antiquities surprisingly did 
not attract much attention which was due to them. It is in 1939 because of 
the enthusiasm of the members of the Gujarat Research Society that interest 
in Sopara was revived and a Volume commemorating the hundredth birth 
anniversary of Bhagvanlal Indraji was published. Rao Bahadur K. N. 
Dikshit, the then Director-General or Archaeological Survey of India, 
writing in this Volume observed : "The work of the late Pandit Bhagvanlal 
Indra.ii is mostly in the field or epigraphy in which he was the most brilliant 
Indian scholar not only of his own time but perhaps of all times.... One 
work, however, in the field of archaeology proper will always remain to his 
credit and that is the excavation at Sopara, which he carried out during the 
Easter Holidays in 1882, "~ 

While discussing the metal images of Sopara, K. N. Dikshit emphasi· 
zed the uniqueness of this group as no other metal images represent the 
seven ( Miinu~a) Buddhas and Maitreya, though their representations are 
found in stone and painting. He drew attention to the peculiar feature of 
the end of the robe drawn over the left shoulder and hanging in a pleated 
fold on the figures of the Buddhas and suggested affinity with the Pala 
bronzes of Eastern India. He believed that the bronzes were brought from 
Eastern India to the Deccan in about 7th-8Lh century A. D. But at the 
same time he also pointed out certain differences from the Eastern Indiaq 

A. s. -2 
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School such as the absence of decoration on prabhavali (aureole) and the 
presence of the long stems of trees on the back of the bronzes ( Pl. VII, A ) 

After about fifteen years of Dikshit's article Douglas Barrett wrote on 
the Sopara bronzes in his article, ••A Group of Bronzes from the Deccan'', 
published in the Lalit Kala Nos. 3-4, 1956-57, which drew attention of a 
wider public to these bronzes. Barrett also emphasized the peculiar feature 
of the end of the Buddha's robe drawn over the left shoulder to which 
Dikshit had already drawn attention. But Barrett says that this feature first 
made its appearance in the Pala images of Eastern India in about A. D. 800, 
and elsewhere it should be later. He says, " the new method of representing 
the robe is not likely to have arisen in East and West India independently 
and it was probably the overwhelming prestige of the great monasteries of 
l)ihar which was responsible for the spreading of this innovation.'' He 
considers the Sapara bronzes to be of Deccan region and dates them to the 
9th century A. D. under the Ra~~rakii!as, and describes them as representing 
•• the spiritual dignity and power typical of Deccan Art ... 

As Sadashiv Gorakshkar has contributed an article on Sopara metal 
images in the present Volume of the Journal, examining their place in the 
history of sculptural art, I will not go into the details of their art history, 
but will like to reaffirm the Deccan features of these bronzes to which he has 
given evidence from other metal images of the Deccan.6 Gorakshkar has 
examined the state of Buddhist religious activities in the area around Sapara 
and has considered the reasons that led to rededication of the Sopara Stiipa 
along with the images of the seven Buddhas and Maitreya. 

I would like to add some points relating to the representation of the 
(" Miinu~a •') Buddhas as discussed in my earlier papers. 8 The trees or 
symbols of the Seven Buddhas are represented in the Hinayana art of 
Bharhut and Sanchi. At Saochi six architraves of the Gates of Stiipa I 
represent Bodhi trees and Stiipas of the Seven Buddhas. Particularly note• 
worthy is the architrave of the Western Gateway, where along with the trees 
of the Seven Buddhas, the Nagapu~pa tree of Maitreya has been depicted.7 

So here we have an early association of Maitreya with the Seven Buddhas In 
the Hinayana art of Sanchi. 

In the art of the Mahayana Buddhists also we get representations of 
Maitreya with the Seven Buddhas. Nearer Sapara we see them in the art of 
Ajanta: Cave XVII, IV, VII, XXVI (dated A. D. 4SI ). They are also 
represented in the Kanheri Caves II and Ill, and at Ellora in Cave XII. The 
latter has images of Vajrayiina pantheon such as Rakta Lokdvara, ~adiik~ari 
Loke~vara and the Saktis of "Dhyiinl" Buddhas. In Ellora all the Seyeq 
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Buddhas are in dhyiina-mudra. But in case or the depictions of Ajanta Cave 
XVII and of Sopara bronzes there is similarity in the mudras displayed by 
the first four Buddhas. Variations can be seen in the representation of 
mudras of the last three Buddhas, viz. Kanakamuoi, KDsyapa and Sakyamuni 
at Ajaota and Sopara. 

Kanakamuni 
KMyapa 
sakyamuni 

Ajanta painting 

abh.aya-mud1·a 
dhyiina-mudra 
dharmacakra·mudra 

Sopara bronzes 

bhumisparsa·mudra 
abhaya.mudra 
bhilmisparAa-mudra 

But the interesting point is that both at Ajanta and Sopara the third 
Buddha VisvabhU is largest among the Buddhas and S!ikyamuni is small in 
dimensions. This seems to suggest prevalence of some orally transmitted, 
though not fully crystalized, iconographic canons regarding the depiction of 
the (Past or "Miiou~a") Buddhas in the Deccan. 

The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang who travelled in Konkao and 
Maharashtra in 641 A. D., notes the prevalence of both the Hinayana and 
Mahayana schools. He also mentions Stiipas of Four Past Buddhas in 
these regions, and a huge sandal-wood image of Maitreya near the capital 
of Konkan.8 Thus it seems that the worship of the Four Buddhas and 
Maitreya was in vogue in this region in the 7th century. Changes were 
taking place in the Buddhist pantheon from the Gupta period onwards.9 

when the number of the Past Buddhas was gradually reduced to four, which 
included Siikyamuni and the three others of the present cycle, viz. Krakuc
chaoda, Kanakamuoi and Kiisyapa. To these Four Buddhas was added 
Maitreya, the Buddha of the Future, making the Five " M!inu~a " (mortal) 
Buddhas, corresponding to Five •• Dhyiini" (transcendental) Buddhas and 

Five " Dhyanl '• Bodhisattvas.1° 

But a very significant information on the worship of the Seven 
Buddhas by the Hinayana Siimmitiya sect bas been provided by Hiuen 
Tsang. He says that in Malwa, King Slladitya (who had reigned 60 years 
before his visit) had built near his palace an extremely artistic temple in 
which were installed images of the Seven Buddhas. The Hinayana 
Siimmitiya sect was widely prevalent in Buddhist centres such as Valabhi. 
Sindh, Avanti, Ahicchatra, Sanki~a, Ayodhyii, Kapilavastu, etc. as noted by 
the Chinese pilgrim. However, at many of these places Hiueo Tsang reports 
Stilpas of the Four Buddhas. 

Io this connection an important epigraphical evidence of the S!lmmi• 
tiya sect at Junnar ( Deccan ) having Jinks with Sanchi ( Malwa region ) in 
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the 2nd century A. D. has been provided by Shobhana Gokhale's article in 
the present Volume. Sopara, like Junnar, could have been an important 
stronghold of the Sammitlya sect and a halting place of visiting monks from 
Malwa to Sri-Lanka. Links between Sopara and Sancbi are further 
suggested in the similarity of the shape of the stone (jade) casket - the 
similarity noted by Bhagvanlal while describing the relic caskets. 

At the time when the worship of the Seven Buddhas was undergoing 
transformation and that of "Dhyan)" or •Kulesa ' Buddhas and 'DhyanI' 
Bodhisattvas gaining prominence, the bronzes of Sopara preserve for us an 
important aspect of the older cult. Moreover, unlike their representations 
on gateways and door lintels in both the Hinayana and Mahayana monu· 
ments noted by us, they along with Maitreya are the principal figures 
surrounding the relics at Sopara. 

Maitreya has been given great importance at Sopara. He sits on a 
higher pedestal and is largest among the Sopara bronzes. Pandit Bbagvan
lal suggesred that he faces west "because on gaining Buddhahood he will 
pass through the eastern gateway, open the relic chamber, and from the gold 
casket take out the fragments of Sakyamuni's bowl." He records a belief 
that Sakyamuni's bowl had passed earlier from one Buddha to another, as a 
symbol of the office of the Buddha. So the other Buddhas are present to 
witness the event of Maitreya•s entering the relic coffer to get his begging 
bowl from Siikyamuni, his predecessor, 

It is of great importance to note that the figures are seated in a circle 
around the centre, i.e. relics in the casket (Fig. a). The placement of 
bronzes in eight cardinal directions and in a circle reminds us of figures on 
an eight-petalled lotus marpj.ala to which K. N. Dikshit had also drawn 
attention. The entire scheme at Sopara of placing in the centre five caskets, 
one within the other, surrounded by the eight images in cardinal directions, 
and their placement in turn in a circular stone coffer, which, again was 
supported by eight bricks and was placed in a square brick-chamber with its 
aides matched with cardinal directions, shows a highly planned and measured 
arrangement. 

A. S. I. Excavation of 1939-40 : Buruda Rajacha Killa (the Stfipa 
site) was subjected to digging operations, spread over two short seasons du
ring the years 1939 and 1940 "with the object of uncovering all that might 
yet be surviving under it.11 The excavation was conducted by M. M. Qureshi, 
Assistant Superintendent of the Western Circle, Archaeological Survey of 
Jndia. They dug 30' below in the relic chamber but found earth, bricks and 
later sand, When excavating on the site they found several stone lintels 
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Fig. a : The placement of bronzes in cardinal directions around the 
relic casket, Sopara. 

c 

E , 

. I 

-;- -:.:. 



14 DEVANGANA imsAi 

which, it is presumed, were used for residential quarters partly constructed of 
wood. Two small Stiipas were found in the south of the main Sliipa and 
several miniature StUpas and round objects were found. A six-feet wide 
circular path for pradakqitiii was uncovered. Miscellaneous objects includ· 
ing plain and glazed pottery of the later period were found. Coins of the 
Siitaviihana period with Ujjain symbol, Gadhya coins of 8th-12th centuries 
and coins of the Muslim rulers were unearthed from the Stiipa site. How
ever, no bronzes or images were discovered in this excavation. 

A~okan Rock Edicts : The evidence of Asoka's religious activities at 
Sapara is provided by the Edicts discovered on the site. Pandit Bhagvanlal 
had found the Eighth Rocle Edict (in fragment), and later in 1956, N. A. 
Gore, the Librarian of the Asiatic Society of Bombay, discovered the Ninth 
Edict.12 Both these Edicts are now housed in the Prince of Wales Museum 
of Western India, Bombay. 

Medieval Sculptures : Sapara played an important part in Western 
India's commercial life for more than 2000 years. It flourished upto A. D. 
1500 and we have accounts of Arab and Persian travellers describing its 
prosperity. In the middle of the 12th century Tejaka1;1tha, the Kookai;ia 
delegate, was sent from Sopara to attend a literary congress held in Kash. 
mir,13 and also in the same century, Al Idrisi describes Sopara as a well
peopled city with great trade. 

Bbagvanlal has noted some Brahmanical stone sculptures in the 
compound of the CakreS.vara temple. They are still lying there. The Brahma 
image (Pl. XI, A ) of about 6'-4" still stands majestically under a tree. In 
parts it is unfinished, but its dimensions are interesting. It is rare to find 
such a large image of Brahmli.14 It must have been sculpted to be placed 
in a cardinal ( b11a.dra) niche of a temple. The large size of the image 
indicates that there must have been quite a huge Hindu temple at Sopara 
(in the Sonarvat area from where the image was originally found as noted 
by Bhagvanlal ). The image seems to be stylistically of the late 11th or 
early 12th century A. D. 

There are also images of Hara-Gaurl, Variiha lifting Prthvl, Surya, 
Mahi~asuramardinl - all detached sculptures lying in the compound of the 
temple and assignable to the period between I Ith-14th centuries A. D. 
Stylistically they differ from one another, some showing influence of Gujarat 
while the others like the Surasundari with a parrot ( Pl. XI, B) of about 4 
feet in height have similarity with Northern Karnataka art tradition of about 
late 11th century A. D. Dr. Stella Kramrisch while commenting on this 
beautirul female figure says that it " represents the last phase of creative 
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monumental stone sculpture in the Deccan."15 Variiha (Pl. xn, C) also 
seems to have imbibed Northern Karnataka elements and retains vitality 
even in the late 12th century A. D. There is an image of dancing Siva 
(PI. XI, A) in a temple on the road from Sopara to Nirmal which stylisti
cally can be assigned to early 11th century A. D. Compared to the dancing 
Siva on the jangha (wall) of the Ambarnath temple of A. D. 1060 (near 
Kalyan, not far from Sopara ), the dancing Siva of Sopara seems to be 
earlier. 

Some memorial stones have been found at Sopara on which Dr. A. P. 
Jamkhedkar has contributed an article in the present Volume. Some of 
them are interesting for the Buddhist and Saivite (possibly of Nli.tha sect) 
features in their depiction ( Pis. XIII, XIV). 

Jaina images and architectural remains ( parikaras, lintels) of 13th-
14th century have been found from the Sonarvat area of Sopara. Bhagvan
Jal observed that in his time Jainas regarded Sopara as a holy place of 
pilgrimage. Jinaprabhasfiri of the 14th century mentioned Sopiiraka as 
one of the eightyfour holy places of the Jainas. There is a Soparaka· 
gaccha which originated in Sopara.18 An image of Ambikii (Pl. XU, B ) 
in the compound of the Cakrdvara temple is interesting. Near her feet is 
a playful child running after Ambika's lion. The sculpture may be stytisti· 
cally dated to 13th century A. D. 

In 1981, a hoard of 19 bronze pieces of about 14th century was 
accidentally found from Sopara. Presently these bronzes are with the 
Archaeological Survey of J ndia. 

Recently a find of another Buddhist Stiipa at Sopara has been repor· 
ted by Prof. Chi tale. Field-work on the effect of silting on the ancient port 
of Sopara due to a rise in the sea-level is being done by Dr. S. N. Rajguru17 

and his colleagues from the Deccan College, Pune. No doubt, such an 
important port and religious town of Western India which flourished for 
2000 years needs a large-scale excavation. 
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Now in th11 collection of tbe Asiatic Society cf Bombay, 
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SOPARA ABODE OF BUDDHAS SEVEN SUPREME 

SADASHIV GORAKSHKAR 

Over a hundred years ago, on 9 April 1982, Bbagvanlal lndraji, excava· 
ted the stiipa at Sopara (Modero Nula Sopara ). The mound was then 
known as B1tr1t<ia Rajiichii ko~ (citadel or the Basket weaver's king) 
( Pl. I, A ). A Jill le below the level or its plinth, as he then thought it was 
and almost thirteen feet from the existing top, there was a brick chamber 
inside the c1:11tre or the stiipa. Bhagvanlal recovered a stone relic casket 
(Pl. II, ) containing different antiquities which he presented in a paper 
before the Asiatic Society on 25th May 1882.1 His paper is a brilliant ex
position or thorough scholarship and several or his arguments bold good 
even today. The present paper attempts to re·examioe the antiquities. 

Bhagvanlal gave up his investigations arter recovering the casket 
remarking, " Further digging was stopped, as there was little time at our 
disposal, and because we were anxious not to spoil the relic chamber by 
removing its sides. It is possible that further digging may bring to light 
sorne more remains. "2 

Bhagvanlal emphasised the identification of Sopara with Siirpfiraka 
mentioned not only in literature of Hindus, Jains and Buddhists but even 
in the Periplus Maris Erythraci, the Geography of Ptolemy and even by 
Al Biruni.3 The Yiidava J(o~a mentions Sopara as a part of Aparanta. 

We share B. Indraji's concern that inspite of its close association 
with Epic mythology no archaeological evidence is available to indicate this. 
lo so for as its Jain association is concerned, it is evident from the several 
fragmentary sculptures lying strewn in the area and the recent find of some 
metal images here.4 The Jain evidence, however, is datable to the eleventh· 
twelfth century. 

The existence or a stupa, the legends connected with it, the discovery 
or relics in the stupa and the fact that Buddhism prevailed here, in this 
area, till the coming of the Portugesc underlines the importance of Sopara 
more as a seat of Buddhist pilgrimage, than in its Hindu or Jain context. 

The date of the stupa, for want of proper excavations, remains un
settled even 1hough on a reasonable surmise it can easily be dated to the 
third century B. C. lo fact all the evidence, legendary, literary and archaeo
logical, tends to favour a period in the reign of Emperor Afoka Maurya, 

A. :j. -3 
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coeval with the third Buddhist Council, for the commencement of Buddhist 
activity in Aparfinta in general and Sopara in particular. 

The Pun;iavadiinaB contains a legend about Gautama's visit to Sopara 
at the instance of the merchant Piin:1a and his conversion of two powerful 
Niiga Kings Kr~i:ia and Gautama. This Avadana also contains a reference 
to Vakkali and the conversion of five hundred widows. Bhagvanlal has 
convincingly pointed to the identification of an area, Vakala Tekdi, in 
Sopara as the place where the stupa constructed by Vakkali and the widows 
once existed.0 Though there are no more relics around the area, Bhagvanlal 
noticed certain dedicatory inscriptions mentioning female donors.7 He felt 
that paleographicnlly these belonged to the Mauryan period. 

While there are no means for verifying the script in the absence of 
the original stones, at least there is another evidence of the Mauryan period 
in the form of two Afokan inscriptions, both discovered at Sopara and 
both of which are now in the Prince of Wales Museum.8 These are firm 
archaeological basis for determining the antiquity of Sopara in the Buddhist 
context. 

The literary evidence of the Maltavainso, even though a later compi
lation, is of some help in understanding the religious activity consequent 
upon the third Buddhist Council which was held during A5oka's reign. 

It is known from A5okan inscriptions that in the fourteenth year of 
his reign A5oka appointed certain officers, the Dharmamahiimiitras to pro· 
pagate religion and even ordered other officers such as the Yuktas, Rajjukas 
and the Priiddikas to undertake tours for the same purpose, every five 
years.9 Nevertheless, worried by the infinite interpolations in the original 
preaching of the Buddha, A5oka is said to have invited Moggaliputta Tissa 
to convene a council to weed out such interpolations. This council materia· 
lised as the third Buddhist Council in the eighteenth year of Afoka's reign, 
in 256 B. C.10 As a sequel to this Council, it was decided to depute several 
Theras to various parts of the country, and it is this account lhat is compil· 
ed in the Mahavmiiso. 11 One of the areas so covered was Aparanta where 
Yona ( Yavana) Dharmarak~ita was sent to propagate the law. Inspite of 
the various interpretations of Aparanta. or Ariake of Ptolemy, it is now 
accepted that the entire region of Konkan i. e. the area between the Sahyadri 
and the sea was included in Apariinta and Surpiiraka or Sopara was an 
important tirtha in Aparanta. 

There is reason to believe that the choice of a Yavana to propagate 
~he dfiarrria in Aparantq was evidently a deliberate one. At this very timC? 
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the political Governor of the contiguous region of Saurashtra was a Yavana 
called Tushaspa. Sopara was then a very important sea port and trading 
centre as evident from the accounts in the Periplus and the Geography of 
Ptolemy. The international crowd indeed included Alexandrian Greeks, 
Romans, Parthians and Arabs. After crossing the vicinity of Kanheri, the 
caravans converged in the plains around Kalyan before resuming their 
journey via the three main mountain passes, the Thal, Bor and the Nane 
Ghat. The Buddhist activity is dotted along these pathways. 

The presence of many foreign traders evidently prompted Afoka to 
install his edicts which pertinently impress upon the people to respect and 
support the Briihma9as and the Sramai;ias. Interestingly, it is around 
Sopara that a major centre of Buddhist activity, in all probability a Univer
sity centre, flourished at Kanheri almost till the advent of the Portugese in 
the fifteenth century. 

It may, therefore, be possible to surmise that Yona Dharmarak~ita's 
centre of activity in Apariinta must have been Sapara. 

While the influence of the Tliera's preaching is evident from the 
several inscriptions, mostly at Karla, where Yavana donations predominate, 
yet our immediate concern is about a statement in the Maliava1i1So relating 
to the conversion of the Khattiyas ( Kshatriyas ).12 It is said that after 
preaching the Aggikhandhapama Sulla ( Agnikliar;i<J,opama Sutra : the dis· 
course on the parable of the flames of fire) the Yavana preacher converted 
a thousand Khattiya ( Kshatriya) families to Buddhism. These Khatliyas 
to us seem to be foreigners to have merited a special mention about their 
conversion. The dedicatory inscription of the reign of Yajiiasri Satakaq1i in 
Kanheri Cave-3 provides archaeological evidence in support of this legned.13 

The donors of Cave·3, as the inscription mentions, were two Khattiya bro
thers, Gajaroitra and Gajasena, whose portrait sculptures are carved at the 
entrance of the Oaitya hall of Cave-3. In an earlier article we have alluded'" 
to the presence of Parthians as the possible Kliattiya donors at Kanheri for 
they distinctly stand out as of foreign origin, by their features, dress and 
ornaments. In that event these Khattiyas must have continued to retain 
their independent character over a few centuries, and by the time of the 
donation have even acquired Indienised names. Perhaps this may also be 
the reason for the Kanheri Oaitya architecture borrowing heavily From the 
architecture of the Karla Oaitya, most of which is the contribution of 
Yavana donors. 

At this stage we may also examine the other evidence of Buddhist 
activity in this area besides Sopara and Kahneri. On the island of 
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Gharapuri ( Elephanta) are the ruins of an early stupa on the crest of the 
eastern hill facing the caves. The state of ruins makes it apparent that like 
the Sopara Btiipa, even this stupa was opened by digging a shaft in the centre. 
There is no record to show who did it or when.16 But Gharapuri has yielded 
two sculptures which can be securely dated to the first cent. B. C., of which 
the Yek~a is well known as the "So para Yak~a '•. 10 The other is a seated 
lion which hes remained unnoticed and is not mentioned in any of the 
notices of this island. 

The Yak~a image ( Pl. X, A ) must have been life-size when complete. 
The image is of a standing figure wearing dhoti with thickly incised folds. 
The modelling is of a heavy and powerfully built figure and has a Gandharan 
flair. It is quite different not only from other Yak~a figures in Western 
India, such as Pitalkhora17 or Karhad,ts but even those at Mathura and 
Patna. The thick rolled cloth which falls as a loop in front is a fearure 
which crystallises in the sixth century sculptures in this area, ~specially from 
Pare I. 

The two side figures of this image need special mention. On his 
proper right is a female attendant, who conceptually resembles Yak~) images, 
reaching his waist in height. She wears rather heavy torque, kucabandha 
and wears heavy anklets. On his proper left however is an enigmatic figure 
of a male perched on the shoulders of a lion-faced dwarf, both facing the 
opposite direction. 

The Yak~a must have held a heavy mace as seen from its round end 
on the pedestal. 

The attendant figures of the Yak~a strike a close iconographic parallel 
with two other known figures, the ivory female figures from Pompeii19 and 
Bhokardhan.20 Inspite of their miniature size in comparison to the Yak~a. 
and their possible use as mirror handles, the figures otherwise have composi
tional similarity with our Yak~a image. The possible first century B. C. 
date of the ivory figures, and the style of the female attendant of the Yak~a 
enable us to date the Yak~a to at least the first century B. C., if not earlier. 

The Mahiimiiyuri list of Yak~as includes at least three identifiable 
places in the Deccan. These are Pitalkbora ( Pitilngalya ), Karhad ( Karaha
taka ) and Nasik ( Nasikya ).21 The present Yak~a somehow does not seem 
to have been mentioned. 

Nevertheless, along with these places, the same text refers to 
Tarangavati as the abode of Yak~a Sukhiivaha.~2 Sircar finds the place 
difficult of identification. Yet the etymological meaning of the word in 
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Chinese and Tibetan as given by him, or even in Sanskrit, implies it as a 
place of big waves. Could its find spot, Gharapuri, bear any relevance? 
For after all the island is surrounded by sea. The earliest epigraphical 
reference to Puri ( Gharapuri) is the Meguti temple prafosti of Ravikirti, in 
the year A. D. 634-63528 and we do not know if the island has had any 
other esoteric epithet. It may be worth it to examine all texts locally used 
in praise of various deities. 

Incidentally, it is difficult to surmise the reasons that led V. S. 
Agrawala to suggest that the Yak~a must have belonged to Sopara and not 
to Gharapuri. The controversy can be settled if we are able to trace a 
reference that may indicate a connection between river Vaitarana and 
Tarangavatl, for it is near Sopara that Vaitarana meets the sea. In any 
event, at this stage, we are unable to subscribe to the view expressed by 
Agrawala and would prefer to designate it as Gharapuri Yak~a contrary to 
its currently vogue designation as Sopara Yak~a. 

The other evidence, which we have mentioned above is that of a 
seated lion (Pl. X, B ). This sculpture is lying unnoticed above the main 
cave, probably ignored as being of a late period. However, on a closer 
scrutiny of the modelling of its manes, haunches and fore-paws, and of 
course its stance, one is prone to consider it as a degenerate form of the 
Mauryan Lion capital. The animal is mounted on a square base that 
reminds us of the Vaisha1i pillar capital. The existence of the practice of 
erecting stone pillars near a stupa dates back to the A5okan period. The 
Nigali Sagar pillar inscription24 mentions how Asoka revisited the stupa of 
KoQagamana ( Kanakamuni ) and erected a stone pillar there. The 
prevalence of such a practice in this region is suggested by their representa
tions on the drum-slabs of Amaravati. In the nearest proximity such pillar 
ca.pitals exist at Kanheri, Karla and Bedsa. Jncidentally, besides the stupa, 
scholars now accept that there must have originally been smaller Buddhist 
viharas on the island which may have been converted on a grand scale into 
Saivite monuments. Buddhism at Gharapuri must have lost its importance 
as the island developed into a stronghold of PUupata Saivism and the stupa 

must have fallen into total disuse after the Portugese destroyed the monu
ment. Around this time the lion must have been brought down to its 
present location on the western flank. 

At this point we are tempted to take note of two other animal 
sculptures that were once noticed on the south-eastern flank, on a hillock 
near the Raj Bunder jetty. These are a horse and an elephant, but today 
only the latter survives. It is installed in the courtyard of the Bhau Daji 
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Lad Museum at Bombay where it was removed in a fragmentary condition 
and reassembled. Burgess gives a detailed description of tbese sculptures 
and also mentions that there was no trace of the horse almm1t since 
1750 A. D.26 

The elephant is indeed a large piece (length 13 ft., ht. 7 ft,) and it is 
quite difficult to assess its period. Its sLyle of sculpting precludes its 
comparison with the classical phase of Gharapuri sculptures and moreover 
there is hardly any evidence of such large and loose mammalian sculptures 
of an early period in this area. The only large elephant sculptures we can 
consider are the ones in the courtyard of cave XVI at Ellora, but the style of 
these sculptures is quite difforent. The Gharapuri elephant, on the other 
hand, has no claims to any sophistication. 

What then is the possible period and purpose of this piece? ls it 
merely a coincidence that a horse, an elephant and a lion, three of the four 
animals associated with Buddhist symbolism of the Asokan period should be 
found on Gharapuri island? The style of the lion, we have already 
explained, indicates a very early date. It is quite possible that even the 
other two sculptures, a horse and an elephant, must be contemporary with 
the lion. Hut style apart, even the purpose of such a monolith is difficult of 
explanation. With its size and posture, it is possible to suggest the lion 
figure as the capital of a pillar. The elephant monolith necessitates a 
different consideration. There is a singular reference to elephant monolith 
in the Matri-P.osaka Jatalca in connection with an elephant festival. 28 In 
Purai:iic and Buddhist mythology elephant is also considered as a Dig-gaja. 
However, there is yet another metaphorical reference to elephant in the 
Buddhist text, Dhammapada. The lone elephant figure at Gharapuri faith· 
fully reflects the saying in D!&ammapada :27 

"It is better to live alone; there is no companionship with a fool. 
Let a man walk alone, let him commit no sin, (let him do) with 
a few wishes, like an elephant in the forest." 

We are inclined to postulate a hypothesis that both the elephant and 
horse figures must belong to the earlier Buddhist phase at Gharapuri, 
and along with the lion, can be assigned to about the 2nd-1st Cent. B. C. 
Life size elephant sculptures of this period can be seen at Pitalkhora and a 
little later at Karla but as parts of architecture. 

While the progress of Buddhism at Gharapuri was checked by the 
great Saivite movement, it continued to flourish on the neighbouring 
island of Sash ti - at Kanheri - where the activity continued and developed 
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unabated. Indeed two other Saivite centres had already sprung up at 
Jogeshwari and Mandapeshwar in the vicinity of Kanheri but evidently 
without in any way estopping the Buddhist activity. 

In the fifth and sixth centuries, particularly, Kanheri witnessed a 
tremendous upsurge which is reflected in the exquisitely sculpted panels in 
caves 89 and 90. This was also the period which saw the emergence of new 
iconographic types in the littany of Avalokitesvara28 and indeed the 
Ekiida~amukha Loke5vara in cave 41.29 

During all this time Sopara too must have continued to hold its 
prominence, but of this period nothing can be said with certainty. It is 
against this background that we review the antiquities found by Bhagvanlal 
from the inside of the stupa. That the antiquities belong to a much later 
period was suggested by Bhagvanlal himself. He wrote " I can explain this 
only by supposing that about the seventh or eighth century the tope was 
opened for repairs, when new images and probably new copper and silver 
caskets were put in instead of the old ones, which had been spoiled by damp 
and verdigris."ao 

The antiquities were contained in a circular stone box with lid measur
ing twentyfour inches in diameter and with a total height of seventeen and 
a half inches, Inside this casket,81 ••stood an egg-shaped copper casket 
surrounded by a circle of eight small seated images." Bhagvanlal has 
carefully recorded the position of the various images which has helped him 
in identifying the seven Tathiigatas.82 The eighth, Maitreya is easily 
identifiable. 

The copper casket contained four other caskets of silver, stone, crystal 
and gold each containing the other in that order (Pl. I, B ). The gold 
casket contained terracotta fragments of a bowl, evidently of great 
significance. 

We agree with Barrett's proposition that these caskets were the 
original reliquaries enshrined in the stupa wheo it was built.33 ln view of 
what we have said earlier, we feel that the construction of the stupa 
coincides with the activity of Thera Dharmarak~ita. Such stupas at that 
point of time always were built over some relics either attributed to the 
Master or over some saririka relics of a highly venerated Thera. At Sopara 
this was aJI the more necessary for the proselytising activity of Asoka's 
emissaries. 

Recording his observations of the practice of s~ririka relics, I-tsin~ 

refers to two ~inds i84 . 
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( 1 ) the relics of the Great teacher and ( 2) A giitlia. The stupa at 
Kasia contained both, a pot and a copper-plate inscribed with the Nideina 
Butta.as 

The Buddhist converts at Sopara seem to have been so much 
impressed by the idea of enshrining relics that a resident of Sopara has even 
made a girt of a pillar containing such a relic at Karla.ana The carving on 
the pillar there, however, leads us to surmise that the sarira relic enshrined 
here must have been in the form of a sutra. 

There is yet another evidence of such a phenomenon nearer home at 
Kanheri. This is provided by a copper-plate grant recovered in 1839 by 
James Bird from his excavation of a stupa on the ledge opposite Cave-3.38 

It refers to a resident of Kanaka in the Sindhu country who erected a 
"'Cuitya of dressed stones and brick, to last while moon, sun and the ocean 
endure, to the great Sravaka of Paramamuni - the noble Saradvatiputra,•1 

and enshrined a " tooth-relic." 

The review of Sopara antiquities raises certain issues : 

1. What causes led to the rededication of the stupa after so many 
centuries; 

2. What were the reasons for selecting the seven Tathiigata or 
Samyak Sambuddhas; 

3. What is the place of these images in the history of sculptural art. 

We will commence our examination with the second issue. 

The concept of the Samyak Sambuddhas or the Tathiigata Buddhas 
seems to have been fully developed by the time of the Dighanikiiya.87 The 
MaltO.padO.na sutta of this nikO.ya enumerates all the seven Tathagatas and 
gives various details of each of these viz. their parents, their place of birth, 
their bod.hi tree and so on. Later the B1tddhava1i1sa98 not only enumerates 
these seven Buddhas but gives a larger list or Tathagatas who preceded these 
seven. Such later lists are headed by D)pankara who prophesied that the 
heretic Sumedha would be born as Gautama. This Gautama is the last of 
the four Tathiigatas of this kalpa viz. Krakuchchanda, Kanakamuni, 
Kasyapa and Siikyamuni or Gautama. Nevertheless, on the evidence of a 
passage in the Cullaixigga30 it seems clear that only the seven Buddhas were 
worshipped and that Maitreya was not included. 

The first epigraphical reference to one of the seven Samyak 
Sambuddhas is available in A5oka's Nigali Sagar Pillar inscription.4o It 
mentions that A5oka, in the fourteenth year of his reign, "enlarged t4~ 
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stiipa of the Buddha Konakamana to the double of its size. And when he 
had been anointed twenty years, he came himself an<l worshipped (this 
spot ) and casucd (a stone pillar to be set up ) ". Thus by the time of 
Asoka's reign the worship of the previous Buddhas bad already crystallised. 
In the following period we get references to the last four Tathiigatas of this 
kalpa in the Bharhut,~ 1 and Saochi42 inscriptions. Evidently by the first 
centuty B. C. the concept of the four Tathagatas or this kalpa seems to have 
been firmly established. 

In the context of Sapara we have to rely on two pertinent references 
to the sects prevailing in this region and which sects subscribed to the belief 
in these Tathligatas. Of these an inscription at Karla refers to a resident of 
Sapara as a follower of the Dharmuttariya philosophy.43 Tile otner inscrip
tion at Kanheri Cave-3 mentions that the cave is the property of the monks 
of the Bhadrayaniya sect.41 References to these sects are also available at 
Junnaru and Nasik41 caves respectively. 

Both, Dharmuttariyas and Bhadrayiiniyas are suhsects of the Thera
vada school which reestablished itself during the Third Buddhist Council 
held during Afoka's reign under Mo!!galiputta Tissa. The Theravii.dins, the 
original conservative school, divided itself into Mahi55.sakas and Vasti
putriyas ( Vajjipputtakas) and the latter was further split, among others, into 
Dharmuttariyas and Bhadrayiiniyas. Traditionally both these latter sects 
were called the Mahagiriya.'7 The Samrnitlya branch of the Theraviidios 
even believes that the Buddha not only spoke of the power of remembering 
previous existence but himself referred to his previous cxistence.48 It thus 
seems logical that the Dluirmaprasarakas sent out after the conclusion of the 
third Buddhist Council believed and propagated this philosophy. 

Yet it must be admitted that in the Western Indian caves inspite of 
references to the above mentioned sects, there are no specific references to 
any or the previous Tathagatas in the early period contrary to Northern 
India where, as we have seen earlier, we get clear references at least to the 
Buddhas of this lcalpa during the Maurya, Sunga and the Kushai;ia•ea 
periods. 

In Western India the first plastic representation of the theme of 
Sarnyak Sambuddhas appears al Ajanta in the form of a painted frieze above 
the entrance to Cave-17. These paintings have been assigned to the firth 
century A. D. At Kanheri we see the theme sculpted on the wall around 
the stilpa in Cave-2 and then in the incomplete paintings on the ceiling of 
Cave-41 (Pl. VIII-A), the latter assignable to a sixth-seventh century date. 
Almost contemporaneously, the evidence in Caves-I, 2 and 7 at Aurangabad 

Jt..l!.-i 
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where incidentally there is lot of evidence of its connections with the move· 
meot at Kanheri, indicates increasing popularity of the cult of Samyak 
Sambuddhas. Its final culmination is seen at Ellora, in the row of seven 
Tathlgatas on the eastern wall of the third floor of Cave-12 (Tin· Thal)• 
But yet the Sopara images are the only expression of this theme in metal. 

The epigraphical support for the archaeological evidence is available 
in the copper-plate recovered by James Bird'D to which we have alluded io an 
earlier paragraph. Io line three of this inscription is an unequivocal 
reference to Bhagavat Siikyamuni - the Samyak Sambuddha. The implica
tion of this epithet unfortunately has not been fully appreciated aod hence 
in all the translations60 of this inscription that are available an explanation 
of its context is missing. There can be no doubt about the context of the 
epithet Samyak Bambuddha mentioned in this epigraph for it distinctly refers 
to Sakyamuni as the last Tathiigata of this Tcalpa, thus suggesting the 
prevalence of the cult of the seven Tathiigata Buddhas. An inscription in 
Cave-IO at Ajaota corroborates this viewpoint. Here below the figure of a 
standing Buddha is a painted inscription referring to him as '' Vipassi -
Samyak Sambuddlta."61 We can then surmise that some Buddha figures 
either painted or sculpted were those of the Samyak Sambuddhas. 

The Kanheri copper-plate is dated in the year 245 of the augmenting 
rule of the Traikutakas. This date is now accepted to denote the A.bhira 
era which commenced in 248-49 A. D.62 The copper-plate can thus be dated 
to c. 493-4 A. D. The epigraphical evidence thus corroborates the archaeo
logical evidence. 

Though Maitreya appears in accompaniment with the seven 
Tathagatas in Western Indian caves, yet at what point of time he, as the 
future Buddha, was introduced in the pantheon it is difficult to ascertain. 
Theologically, Maitreya as the future Buddha is already mentioned in the 
Calckavatti suUa ( Calcra·varti sutra) of the Pathilcavagga of the Dighani
koya53 and even Fa Hsien54 refers to him as the future Buddha. Maitreya's 
individual sculptures of the early period, first-second cent. A. D., are 
available in plenty and it is necessary to re-examine whether in all such 
instances he represents Bodhisat or the future Buddha or whether he 
represents the Mahayana concept of Bodhisattva Maitreya. 

We have in an eartier article&6 observed that the cult of Maitrcya 
originated and developed in the Gandhiira region where he was given an 
independent status. Maitreya's role as a messiah, indeed as the future 
l3uddpa, really assured the growth of 11is worship and \t is likely that the:= 



80PARA : Al.!ODE OF DUDDHAR SEVEN SUPREME 27 

idea penetrated into Chinn through Central Asia as early as the fifth 
century A. D. 

However, this argument presupposes the existence of the cult of the 
seven Tathllgata Buddhas even in the Gandhara region. Indeed quite a few 
sculptures could be cited in support of this theory. The best example of 
this theme is a sculpture in the Lahore Muscum.56 Here, below a large 
Buddha figure are seated figures of the Tathagata Buddhas preceded by 
Maitreya, and even though two figures arc now missing it is not difficult to 
realise that originally there were seven figures. lngholt has rightly identified 
this stele and a few others87 as representations of the theme of Tathagata 
Buddhas, In the Lahore Museum there is yet another stele68 where the 
Tathiigatas are shown standing in the lower register. In the Heras Museum 
too is a stcle69 showing the Tathagatas, but in the upper register. 

However, a unique stele is in the Rijksmuseum voor Volkenkunde, 
Leyden. 60 It is a vertical representation of the same theme showing six 
seated Tathiigatas in panels one above the other and the top panel showing 
Subjugation of Nalagiri. There can be no doubt that this is an illustration 
of the same theme. 

lo Western India even though the group appears at the end of the 
firth century it seems to gain prominence around the eighth century with a 
prima-facie powerful centre at Ellora. 

Answer to our third query, viz. the place of these metal images (Pis. 
II-VI) in the sculptural history, therefore, postulates an inevitable compa· 
rison of these bronzes with the local idiom, Both Bhagvanlal and Barrett 
who wrote about these earlier have expressed the difficully of such a 
comparison, as the images of the seven Tathagatas are devoid of any signs 
or ornamentations that might be of help in this direction. Barrett has 
considered their affinity to the Pala idiom of the eighth century.81 We 
concede the fact that per se the seven images do not contribute to our 
understanding of the style excepting indicating their closeness to the Ellora 
sculptures by the nature of Bafi1gha~i they wear. The point of comparison is 
the loose end of the sa1i1gha~i that is drawn forward over the left shoulder. 
In all the seven cases the sa1i1ghii~i is worn in the open mode leaving the 
right shoulder bare. So too in six images the sa1i•yltii~l is plain and only in 
the case of Krakuchchanda (Pl. IV. 8) the folds arc indicated by incised 
lines. All the seven Buddhas sit on plain pedestal with an oval horse-shoe 
shaped plain prablia at the back. Its only in the treatment of the Bodhi 
Tree of each of them that an attempt at differentiation is made. This fact 
hns been well examined by Bbagvanlal in his paper. 
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We are thus left only with the image of Mnitreya to seek stylistic 
comparison and it does provide the much needed clue. Maitreya as we see 
(Pl. VJ, B) is seated in ardhaparumikO.sana with his pendent right leg 
resting on a lotus. His right hand is in varada while he holds a branch of 
nO.gapu~pa flowers in his left hand. In this group only Maitreya and 
Visvabhu (Pl. IV, A) are slightly larger than others and only they have a 
halo behind their heads. Maitreya is provided with a cushion, unlike 
others. In keeping with bis iconography he wears a crown and various 

ornaments such as anklets, bracelets, necklace and even an udarabandha and 
yajiiopavita. Locks of hair roll on his shoulders. 

We refer here to two bronze images for comparison, The first is a 
Yalc~-dampati from the hoard of Jain bronzes from Rajnapuri-Khinkhini81 

now in the Nagpur Museum (Pl. VIII, B) and the other, an image of 
Vi~r:iu 88 in the Prince of Wales Museum. On a closer examination of the 
busts of the Maitreya, Yak~a and Vi~i;iu (Pl. IX) and a comparison of 
their features and ornaments particularly the prominent necklace and even 
the udarabandha it becomes very clear that they all belong to the same 
stylistic group, that of the Deccan. 

Balchandra Jain who published the Rajnapor hoard did not discuss 
its style and Barrett who published the Vi~Qu image 11rgued in favour of its 
Deccan origin. Barrett compared the Lak~mi of the Vig1u group with the 
female figures in the Rajnapur hoard. But besides this, both bronzes share 
the form of the meandering prabliii with its somewhat trefoil arch and the 

lm<Jus or caitya window motifs on the side columns. 

Nevertheless, there is a pertinent comparison that needs to be 
specially mentioned. The Yak~! figure in the Rajaapur group with its 
buxom treatment strikes a very close similarity with the female sculptures 
from Hemavati.84 The comparison is so complete that even the coiffure of 
both female types is not just similar but identical. 

To the group of bronzes we have discussed above, we can add the 

Ohovisi of Ri~abhaniitha discovered at Chahardi, Chopda in East Khandesh 

and now preserved in the Prince of Wales Museum.06 Barrett has already 
argued in favour of their Deccani origin with which we agree. We consider 
this group as securely belonging to the period of the Rii~~rakii~as, when 
Buddhist caves were re-emerging at Ellora and the Jains had begun to 
establish themselves. Indeed the art of this period does show traces of 

Cbii'.ukyan influences but that was inevitable. 

The Sopara bronzes can thus be considered as products of this phase. 

It is difficult to accept Darrell's suggestion of Piila borrowing for yet another 
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reason. Even though Kanheri has yielded terracotta votive tablets inscribed 
at Nalanda Maha·vihii.ra00 there is hardly any direct stylistic influences or 
the Pala idiom on the style of sculptures even at Kanheri. Moreover, 
Sopara seems to have been theologically away from the Vajrayana idiom of 

the Pala province to assimilate any influence. 

A rightful question is whether there was any bronze casting activity 
during the Rii~trakiita period lo justify such a designation. For this we 
may have to turn to the accounts of Somadeva Suri in the Ya8astilaka01 

where he grudges that the ministers of the King melted down the metal 

images to obtain the gold used in these. 

Finally, we are left to consider the reasons that led to rededication of 

the stupa. 

It is clear that the metal images certainly belong to about the ninth 
cent. A. D. and in all probability they were got made at the time of the 
rededication and for that specific purpose. While the practice of rededi
cation may have existed, there is not much evidence to indicate the preva
Iance of a practice to enshrine metal images. Sopara is the only sttt.pa 
which has yielded metal images enshrined at a later date - almost after several 

centuries. Indeed, the idea must have emerged in view of the need to carry 

out repairs as well. 

To what extent did the religious activity in this area contribute 
towards this? Kanheri, the nearest Buddhist centre was flourishing with a 
satellite centre at Kondivate. The island of Gharapuri had become a major 
centre for Saivite activity with centres at Jogeshwari and Mandapeshwar. 

There is reason to believe that the increasing activity at the Saiva centres 

must have caused anxiety to the Buddhist fraternity whose survival ironically 

depended on munificient donations. 

But apart from this, there seems to be yet another reason and that is 
the doctrinal difference amongst the Buddhists themselves. The beginning 
of the Buddhist activity, as observed earlier, is attributable to the Thera
viidins who were a dominating force. While they may have continued to hold 
sway at Sopara, the picture at Kanheri completely changes with the intro• 

duction and gradual predominance of the Bodhisattva cult. This Mabayii· 
nist activity gradually replaced the earlier doctrinal inl1uence of the Therava• 
dins who must have then remained centred at Sopara. The growing pressure 
of the Bodhisattva cult on one side and that or the Pasupatas on the other, 
must have caused severe apprehension among the group that was still adher• 

ing to the earlier doctrine. The emergence of a new iconographic group of 
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the seven Tathllgata Buddhas accompanied by Maitreya is probably the last 
bid of this school for effective survival. That they failed to make a dent at 
Kanheri is visible from the pathetic representation of this theme in Cave-2 
at Kanheri. But then it is also enigmatic as to how the cult was given so 
much prominence at Ellora where there is evidence not only of Mahayana 
but even Vajrayiina activity. The image of Mahiimiiyuri, a Pancharaksha 
deity in Cave-8 can be quoted as an instance. This situation requires to be 
examined afresh. 

In the isolated sculpture of Dlpankara in the veranda of Cave-67 at 
Kanheri88 too is seen an attempt to propagate the doctrine of the earlier 
school, for according to the Buddhavainsa Dipankara led the list of twenty· 
four previous Buddhas, including the group of six, who preceded Gautama. 

While it is this reason that precludes any influences from the eastern 
region, it is this reason alone that links the Sopara metal images with the 
resurgence of the doctrine as seen at Ellora and the entire conspectus of 
sculptural art under the Rli~trakii~as. 

Being located at a flourishing port, there evidently was no derth of 
patronage when the work was undertaken. We have no conclusive evidence 
today to determine when Sopara ceased to be an active port but it may be 
conjectured that this must have happened soon after the repairs and rededica· 
tion1 around the tenth-eleventh century. Sopara was an unknown port when 
the Portugese landed here and the stupa bad receded into background till 
Bhagvanlal Indraji rediscovered it in 1882. 
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MEMORiAL STONES FROM SOPARA 

A. p. ]AMKHEDKAR 

Memorial stones invariably form part of an assemblage of sculptures 
which one usualJy comes across in a village. It was no wonder therefore to 
notice such antiquities at Sopara which has a very long cultural history. 
These sculptures, though not of very high antiquity, are worthy of note 
because of certain motifs which are religious in character and are not met 
with in such memorial stones. The present paper attempts to bring forth 
the significance of these memorial stones in particular. 

I 

On the banks of the cakratirtha at Sopara is a temple complex 
apparently of recent origin. The group includes, besides the main temple, a 
temple dedicated to Sri Rama, Hanumant, and cenotaph of a saint enshrining 
the image of Dettatraya. The temple of Sri Rama has been built by the saint 
who flourished some decades ago. The temple of the main deity also does 
not seem to be very old, as the architecture of all these shrines would show. 
These are all built in brick and mud mortar, and ere topped by sloping tiled 
roofs of the colonial tradition. Hut, as the memorial stones as also other 
image-sculptures housed here would show, the place has an antiquity and 
had an ancient Siva shrine which was restructured in the British period. 
Among the medieval sculptures, SurasuodarI and images of Brahma and 
Harihara, and about seven memorial stones are noteworthy. 

Of the seven memorial stones two have been fixed in plinth of the 
Hanumaot temple and one placed along side of Hanumant in the cella. The 
latter stone is in worship and is offered worship with oil. It is now half 
buried and only one panel is somewhat visible. This depicts a figure riding 
a bull (Pl. XIII, A). This memorial was in the form of a pillar, with four 
aides topped with a flat dome. Similar memorials, though comparatively in 
small number, have been reported at many places to note only some such as 
Balasane ( District : Dhulia ), Markandi (District : Chanda ) from 
Maharashtra, 

The remaining four are of more popular variety and are in the form 
of oblong slabs intended to be carved only on one face, and stand in the 
open. Those fixed in the plinth are half-buried and can be made out as 
memoriel stones from the decorated kalaia carved on the semicircular top 
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of the slab, as also the topmost panel with the usual theme of worship beln~ 
offered to a Siva-Unga. 

Two of those standing in the open show kalata, covered with lid end 
tied with a ribbon in the middle ( PI. XHI, B ). At each side the ribbon of 
cloth reveals a knot and fluttering ends in one such depiction. The middle 
compartment shows in separate panels a figure each worshipping a Siva-linga. 
The lowermost compartment shows a supine figure with legs end bends 
stretched straight. The figure obviously represents the dead person for 
whom this memorial was carved. Curiously euough the remaining half of 
the stone reveals no attempt to carve anything, though it has been made 
plain deliberately to receive such carving. 

The other of the two is similar to the one described above in that it 
shows the figure of the dead as also the upper panel revealing linga worship 
( Pl. XIII, C) but is executed in larger proportions and better relief. More 
conspicuous however is the topmost panel where in a pilastered frame can 
be seen the figure of a yogin. He is seated in padmiisana; left hand placed 
on the thigh and right raised to grant protection. A small detail in the 
depiction of the Siva·li1'i.ga is also noteworthy. Above the liitga can be seen 
a trident-like object which cannot be explained satisfactorily. 

The other two memorial slabs are near the Brahma image and have 
Buddhist motifs. One of them is mutilated at both ends and has only one 
panel which survives in a very indifferent state of preservation. This how
ever does not prevent one from identifying a figure seated in front of a stupa 
adorned with a chatra. Though no kalafo or other mark can be made out, 
because of mutilation, the oblong flat slab was meant to be a memorial stone 
as suggested by the shape of it. 

The Buddhist nature of the other slab is much more conspicuous 
(Pl. XIV, A ). On the circular top portion one sees a stupa with all its 
architectural components articulately carved, a stupa with a proper square 
base and Chattratichattra (here consisting of two paralols) on top, with a 
band in the middle. Usually in larger representations a rail pattern is shown 
in the middle of the stupa. 

The main panel consists of two female figures seated side by side 
(Pl. XIV, B ). The one on the right is seated in ardhapadmasana with 
hands folded near the breast in anjali-mudra. This figure though facing 
outwards is intended to be a worshipper of the figure in lalitasana, the divine 
nature of which is made clear with an aureole and the crown which decorate 

. j~. '.fhe divine figure holds in its right hand a lotus, as the outline would 
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show, and has the left hand in the boon-granting posture. From the 
iconographic characteristics the panel intends to depict Tiirll and an up(lsika. 
Below this panel is a frieze with a stupa, incense-burners and a receptacle 
placed on a stand. 

II 

These memorial stones are different from such other stones which 
more correctly can be described as hero-stones ( Marathi: Bharj,akhamb, 
Viraga~ ), · The latter are raised in memory of warriors or valorous persons 
who lay their lives for some honourable cause. At Sopara, only four of the 
seven memorial stones are complete and available for full scrutiny. Out of 
these the two Saiva stones depict the dead body. The death does not seem 
to be accidental, but natural; whereas the stones with Buddhist symbols do 
not show the dead at all. 

Another noteworthy feature is the depiction of the siddha at the top, 
in one of the Saiva panels. Did this mean attainment of siddlia-hood after 
the death, for the follower of the particular Saiva sect? Such an hypothesis 
becomes more amenable for consideration in view of the evidence of the 
spread of Niithapantha in Maharashtra, especially Konkan. The recent 
researches of Shri M. N. Deshpande at Panhale ( Kaji in Dapoli Taluka) 
indeed encourage it. 

Similarly, significant is the occurrence of memorial stones with 
Buddhist signs, which according to us are the first of its kind to be noticed 
in Maharashtra. In the area around Bombay Buddhism lingered on for 
quite some time. For its continued history from the times of A5oka this 
area offers sustained evidence in the form of the A5okan Rock Edicts, the 
stupa at Sopara, the Hinayana caves all over Konkan, the Mahayana occu
pation of these and the spread of Vajrayiina right through the early medieval 
period to the 13th century A. D. Ample evidence of this has again come 
from Panl:iale ( Kaji ). The image of four-armed seated Avalokitesvara and 
the discovery of a late votive stupa ( of c. 13th cent ) at Mahim in Bombay 
strengthen the case of the Sapara memorial stones. 



DR. BHAGVANLAL INDRAJPS PIONEERING EFFORTS IN THE 
DECIPHERMENT OF EPIGRAPHS OF NEPAL AND THE RECENT 

FIND OF THREE NEW LICCHAVI INSCRIPTIONS 

N. R. BANERJEE 

I Pioneering Efforts in the Decipherment of Epigraphs io Nepal : 

A Introduction : 

It was the late Bhagavanlal lndraji who was among the first scholars 
to study the inscriptions of Nepal. A pioneering paper entitled .. Ioscrip· 
tioos From Nepal" was publiehed in the Indian A.ntiqttaf'1/, Vol. IX, 1880, 
pp. 163-94°. These were subsequently reprinted in 1885 in the form of a 
booklet together with a note on the chronology of Nepal. The following is 
a summary of the information provided by it. The details follow the serial 
order of the inscriptions published by the great Indologist. 

B Inscriptions of the Liccl1avi Period : 

No. 1 : Cangu Nariiyai;ia stone inscription of Manadeva of the year 
386 (A. D. 464 ). The text in Sanskrit is given in the Devanagari script 
together with an eye copy with an English translation (pp. 1-4 ). 

No. 2 : Pa5upati temple stone slab inscription of one Jayavarman of 
the year 413 (i.e. A. D. 491 ), during the reign of Miinadeva. The text in 
Sanskrit has been provided in the Devanagari script with an eye copy as well 
as an estampage, together with an English translation. 

No. 3 : Kathmandu Lugal Devi stone slab inscription of the year 435 
(A. D. 513 ). The text is in Sanskrit and the script Licchavi or Gupta. 
The inscription has been reproduced in Devanagari with an eye copy and an 
English translation and an illustration of the inscribed slab. 

No. 4 : Kathmandu Lagantol stone slab inscription of the year 535 
(i.e. A. D. 613 }. The Sanskrit inscription engraved in the Licchavi 
(Gupta} script bas worn out in many parts. Though the name of the king 
is lost, the name of the diitaka (messenger) is found as Vasantasena. The 
text bas been provided in the Devanagari script. A full translation being 
impossible a summary has been given in English. 
------------·---.~--

•"Inscriptions from Nepal·· by Paadit Bhagvanl"I Indrajl, along with Dr. G. 
Diihler, ludia11 A11eiq11ary, Vol, IX, 1880. 
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No. S : Buddha NJ~akai;itha (on the outskirts of Kathmandu, near 
Balaju) stone slab inscription in Sanskrit of unknown date, the date part 
being Jost. The text is presented in the Devanagari script together with an 
estampage as weU as an eye copy and an English translation. 

No. 6: Bungmati stone slab inscription in Sanskrit of the Srihar~a 
Sariwat 34, of Mahasamaota Amsuvarma, in the Licchavi (Gupta) script. 
The text has been reproduced in the Devanagari script along with an 
estampage and a translation in English. 

No. 7: Devapatao Ga~efa temple stone slab inscription in Sanskrit 
of Amsuvarma, of the Srihar~a Sam vat 39 in the Licchavi ( Gupta script). 
The text is presented in the Devanagari script together with the usual 
estampage and eye copy and a translation in English. 

No. 8 : Kathmandu Satdhara stone slab inscription in Sanskrit of the 
SrlhaJla Samvat 45, during the reign of Amfovarma in the Licchavi 
(Gupta ) script. As usual the text has been reproduced in DevaniigarI 
along with an eye copy and translation in English. 

No. 9 : Patao Mummura stone slab inscription in Sanskrit of the 
Srihar~a Samvat 48 of Ji~i;iugupta. The text is presented in Devanagari 
together with an estampage and an English translation. 

No. 10: Kathmandu Bhairava Qhoka stone slab ( undated) inscrip
tion in Sanskrit of Ji~i;iugupta in the Licchavi (Gupta) script. The text is 
presented in the Devanagari script together with an eye copy and abstract in 
English. 

No. 11 : Devapatan (Kathmandu) Pasupati temple stone slab 
( undated ) inscription in Sanskrit relating to the Chatra Cai;i~e5vara during 
the reign of Ji~gugupta in the Licchavi (Gupta) script. The text is 
presented in the Devanigari script together with an estampage and a 
translation in English. 

No. 12: Kathmandu Lagantol Vi,i;iu temple stone slab inscription in 
Sanskrit of the Srihar~a Sarl1vat year l 19, of Sivadeva in. the late Licchavi 
( Gupta) script. The text in the Devanagari script together with an eye copy 
and estampage of the inscription was published. 

No. 13: Devapatau Pasupati temple stone slab inscription in Sanskrit 
of the year Srlhar~a Sanivat 143 of Sivadeva. The text in Devanagari 
together with an estampage has been presented, but the translation ~as Q~t 
been fiveq. 
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No. 14: Patao Minanlltha temple Dhurge-Dhara (channelised 
fountain within a sunken enclosure of stone serving as a watering place for 
the public) stone slab inscription of the Srlharfia Sam vat 145 in Sanskrit and 
in the Licchavi (Gupta script). The name of the king is lost but that of the 
dutaka (messenger on representative) is mentioned as Prince Vijayadeva. 
The text alone in Devanagari together with an estampage was published. 

No. 15: Devapalan (Kathmandu) Pa~upati temple black slate stone 
slab inscription of Srlhar~a Sariwat 153 in Sanskrit of King Jayadeva in the 
Licchavi (Gupta) script. The text in Devanagari together with an eye copy 
of the inscription and an English translation was published. 

C Inscriptions of the Malla Period : 

No. 16 : Devapatan (Kathmandu ) Pasupati temple stone slab 
bilingual inscription of Jyotirmella of Nepal Samvat 533 (i.e. A. D. 1412) 
in incorrect Sanskrit and Newari in the Newari script which is akin to the 
Devanilgari with some differences. The Sanskrit portion has been presented 
in the Devanagari script, but the Newari portion was not copied. Neither 
an eyecopy nor an estampage has been published, but an abstract of the 
main features of the contents has been presented. 

No. 17 : Patao Km1a temple stone slab inscription in Sanskrit and 
Newari of Siddhinrsimha Malla of the Nepal year 757 ( A. D. 1637 ), in the 
Newari script. The text in the Devanagari script, but without any estampage, 
has been presented with an abstract in English. 

No. 18: Kathmandu Chyasing Deval stone slab inscription in 
Sanskrit and Newari of Prata pa Malla of the year 769 (i.e. A. D. 1648) in 
the Newari script. The text of the Sanskrit portion has been presented in 
the Devanagari script, the Newari portion not being copied, together with an 
abstract in English. 

No. 19: Devapatan (Kathmandu) Pasupati temple courtyard stone 
slab inscription of the year 778 (i.e. A. D. 1657) in the Sanskrit language 
and Newari script. The text in Devanagari together with an abstract in 
English has been published. 

No. 20: Kathmandu Hanuman Dhaka Palace stone slab inscription 
of king Bhupalendra Malla of the year 810 (i.e. A. D. 1690) in Sanskrit in 
the Newari script. The text in the Devanagari script together with an 
abstract has been published. 

No. 2l: Bungmati Avalokitdvara temple lintel inscription in 
repousse on brass of King Srlnivasa Malla dated Nepal Saoivat 792 ~n th~ 
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Sanskrit language and in Newari script. The text in Devanagari together 
with a translation in English was published, but an estampage was not 
reproduced. 

No. 22: Patao Kr~i:ia temple stone slab inscription in Sanskrit of the 
year 843 (i.e. A. D. 1723), of Princess Yogamatl, in the Newari script. The 
text in Devanagari with an abstract was published. 

D Inscription of tlie Shah Period : 

No. 23 : Kathmandu Tripuresvara stone pillar inscription in the 
Tripuresvara temple, of the year 1878 ( Vikrama Sarilvat ), i.e. A. D. 1821, 
in Sanskrit but in the Newari script. The text in Devanagari and an abstract 
were published. 

E Resume: 

The twenty-three inscriptions published by Bhagvaolal lndraji in 1880 
represent the earliest inscriptional publication on Nepal. They include JS 
(nos. 1-15) inscriptions of the Licchavi period, 7 inscriptions of the Malla 
period and only one of the Shah period during the regime of the Rii;i'lis. 

The treatment in the case of the Licchavi inscriptions consists of 
publication of the text in Devanagari with either the photograph of an 
estampage or the line block of an eye copy on Litho paper as the case may 
be. The text is followed either by a translation in full or in an abstract 
form. 

The Malla inscriptions of which some are in both Newari and 
Sanskrit and some only in Sanskrit have been published in the Devanagari 
script followed by an abstract in English except in the case of the small 
inscription (no, 21) of which a translation bas been provided. There are 
no estampages on eye copies of these inscriptions. 

The only Shah period inscription has been published in Devanagari 
without either an estampage or an eye copy, but is followed by an abstract 
in English. 

If. Three Liccbavi Inscriptions Discovered in Recent years: 

A Introduction : 

The discovery in 1967 of two Licchavi inscriptions in the neighbour
hood of Buddha Nl~akai;itha by a group of officers of the Department of 
Archaeology in the course of their participatio~ in t~e • Back to Villa~e • 

+s.-e 
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campaign ( Gaon Farka Abl1iyan) early in the year was announced in the 
• Notes and News• section of the Department's Bulletin, Ancient Ne]J<Jl, 
No. 2, with an assurance that the inscriptions would be fully published in a 
later issue of the journal. But some eminent and enthusiastic scholars of 
Nepal having come to know of the important and interesting discovery1 at 
the Rashtriya Abhilekbalaya ( a branch of the Department of Archaeology), 
at Kathmandu went to the spot on their own with the help of a local guide 
and found the inscriptions and discovered yet another, though much smaller 
in length, by resorting to excavation around the base of the stone pillar at 
the premises. They have also published the inscriptionsll and have thus 
earned the gratitude of all scholars of Nepalese epigraphy and history. In 
view of the fact that full translations of the inscriptions were not published 
and with a view to bringing the inscriptions to the notice of non-Nepalese 
scholars, they are being published here again with a fuller translation in 
English. We gratefully accept the reading already provided as we had also 
similarly deciphered the inscriptions and had made our own estampages of 
them, except of course of the inscription on the pillar ( possibly a dhvaja· 
stambha) as referred to above. 

The three disparate inscriptions engraved on stone are situated in the 
midst of a field at the foot of the hills called Vi~Qupiidukii DaQ<;fa, about 
half a mile to the north of Buddha N1laka1,1tha and the river Vi~Qumatl just 
leaves the slopes of the hills and enters the valley at this point, flowing by 
the side of the field through a ruggedly rocky though not very deep gorge. 
The environments are picturesque and speak volumes for the choice of the 
donors as to the location of the temple which these inscriptions imply. The 
spot can be approached by a motorable road upto the watchman's hut beyond 
the bridge across the river. One has to walk from this point over rocky 
boulders and through patches of cultivated fields till one reaches the spot 
marked by a large banyan tree that serves as a land-mark from a distance. 

All the three inscriptions in Sanskrit are engraved in the Purva· 
Licchavi script, and are in different states of preservation. 

Some time later, however, Shri B. K. Rijal, Research Officer in the 
Department, discovered a seven-lined inscription on the pedestal of an Umli· 
Mahesvara panel of sandstone near the Sankhamulghat at Lalitpur. These 
four inscriptions are dealt with below : 

1. Pm•11i111a, Vol, 25 years 4, No. 3, Kathmandu, pp, 329 ff, 

~. P11mi111a, op, ci~. 
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B The Inscription on the Pedestal of a Biva-linga near Buddha Nilakati~ha : 

( i ) General : 

This inscription is engraved on the face of the square pedestal of a 
Siva-li?iga. Both pedestal and the liiiga are of yellowish sandstone. 

The top of the pedestal is flush with the ground, only the liiiga being 
exposed. The inscriptions occurring on the southern side were partially 
exposed, when first noticed, and following the clue, the base was excavated 
to bring the entire inscription fully to light. 

The li1iga is typical of the period, being octagonal at the base and 
cylindrical in the major part and curvilinear towards the top. Remnants of 
brick around the pedestal and a thin scatter of potsherds the pedestal 
indicate some kind of shrine of which there is no trace now, and, probably 
some ancient habitation. It lies now at the foot of a banyan tree. It 
may be advisable to have the li?iga shifted from its present position to a 
safer situation away from the the devastating effect of the roots of the tree. 

The inscription in five lines is in verse. There are three stanzas, with 
an extra length in prose to provide the date. It is fairly well preserved but 
for the damage in the beginning to the first and second stanzas. The langu
age is chaste Sanskrit and the script is Purva-Licchavi (early Gupta). 

Though of the date, only the last two numerals, namely 96, can be 
read in the last line, inferably it may be attributed to the reign of Miinadeva, 
and the date can be conjectured as 396 Saka Era, (working out to A. D. 
474 ), as the previous writers have correctly done. 

( ii ) Text of the Inscription : 

~ ·- ......... \i~CC(<lid:\\i ~~~ 
~~iii;Nt•i~firga;rnt~d' md' 'if 

~ m~i!rmfffitecc'§ifl·~ <fii~: 
~~~ 'if ~"q.:~ <(~~ :q •••••• ~ 

~ ............ ~~a-mur\:1~ 
;n;n~it ~~;i:smiu 
~ ~·d' "' ~ .. •1ciecci ;n;fT .. Rtl~: 
d' ~;:ij- '11.,.,ii(Uj&qj~~~~IJPI'. ...... ~ 

:\ ( mm.r~ )iflfa': SIURit ~ 
~qon:wfornit~ ~ sv~~ 
~~~~ f.4t·il.4{E5i( 
~:~ \111q.si:(;f (1C~qj~ ...... ~ 
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( iii ) Translation : 

1st Stanza: ............ Since they are created in this Worltl by you. 
Consequently all the creatures are ceaselessly coming into and out of life. 
You, Oh Lord, are prayed to and worshipped by all the faultless and deeply 
devoted sages of impeccable virtue along with the gods including Indra 
himself. 

2nd Stanza : ............ but those abundant folks who are in the deep 
darkness of evil mind and assume diverse forms of the pretas ( unrelieved 
souls), of be]] and animals, and do not indeed serve you with devotion, they 
ceaselessly undergo the sorrows of birth, death and disease. 

3rd Stanza: The prostrate King (Sri Manadeva) prays u If there be 
any piety arising out of instaIIing your image let it be an expansive root of 
annihilation of my sufferings along with those of all men in all manner of 
ways". 

4th Stanzas: ( Satil'vat 3) 96, in the 12th day of the first A.~iidha in 
the bright fortnight. 

( iv ) Conclusion : 

The inscription can indeed be attributed to Sri Miinadeva on the 
grounds of palaeography, and the circumstantial evidence of the last two 
numerals as being more commensurate with 3 as the initial figure than with 4 
or 5. It is interesting to note that Manadeva has been variously indicated in 
his inscriptions. Some times he has been called simply • Bharta ' {lord or 
protector) as in the Lajimpat Tukucha inscription of the queen Gur::iavat]3 

dated in the year 416. He is described simply as •Raja' in the Tilganga 
inscription on the pedestal of Vi~Quvikriiota murti, dated 389, as also in the 
Ratnesvara inscription of Manadeva of the year 399, or the Tebahal inscrip
tion dated 402. He is however called Parama bhauaraka Maharaja Sri 
Manadeva in the Palanchok Bhagavati inscription of the year 425, He is 
called •Nrpati' in the second stanza of the Pasupati Sllrya Ghat Inscription of 
bis daughter Vijayavatl of the year 427, in keeping with the tradition noticed 
in the Pasupati inscription of Jayavarmao in the year 413. In the earliest 
inscription of his reign, namely the inscription at Canguniiriiya"1a dated in 
386, he is called only nrpa. In the inscription under consideration the king 
is called Nrpati, in keeping with the tradition in the earlier inscriptions. It 
----------------~---- ... -- -

a, ltill'iisa S1r111sodila11ko • Prama~1ri-P1·a11tej"a, p. 205. 
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is also significant that the sense of the first two stanzas of the inscription is 
conveyed in the first stanza of Vijayavati's inscription mentioned above. 
This is another evidence in support of the proposed attribution of the 
Inscription of Miinadeva. 

The inscription reflects the deep sense of devotion to Siva that 
prevailed during the period, as is testified by several other inscriptions 
recording the installation of Siva·li1igas, though, as is well known, the 
Licchavi rulers as well as their subjects were equally tolerant of other cults 
that flourished in consequence, 

It is well known that Miinadeva's inscriptions provide us with a date 
range which is confirmed by the consideration that the year had an extra 
month of A~ii~ha, which was the occasion for the phrase •• Prathamii· 

'ii~ham •·. 

C. The Inscription on the pedestal of the Stone PiUar : 

( i ) General : 

The Stone pillar is planted into the earth, a few yards to the south· 
east of the Slva-linga described above. The pillar Is surmounted by a Jotus
shaped but flattened capital. 

The stone is coarse grained sandstone and greyish in colour. The 
inscription In prose was brought to· light by exposing the base by excavation 
by several scholars associated with the Itihasa Samsodhan Mandal. The 
script is Piirva-Licchavi (early Gupta) and the language Sanskrit, By 
association it may be attributed to the period of MHnadeva, as already 
suggested by the authors of the paper in Purciimo.4 

( ii ) The Text of the Inscription : 

1. ~nn: ·~"-q' ~: ............ ~= 
lr¥~htliticti{J~ iti~~ ~~: 

( iii ) Translation : 

Kedumbiito, elder brother of _ ......... •M ... ... was employed, for the 
sculpturing and erection of the stone pillar by the orders of the ( King ) 
favoured by the feet of Lak~ml1 in keeping with the dutiful wish of the 
queen. 

4.· P11t'11ima, No. 22 (year 4, vol. 3 ), p, 331, 
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( iv ) Conclusions : 

The pillar is mentioned as 8ailaala111bha, i. e. stone pillar. It Is not 
clear if it was to serve any purpoie, but in the context of the Siva·linga on 
the premises, it would be reasonable to infer that it should have served as 
the dlivaja-stambha ( flag staff) before the temple that may have existed. 
Though any temple has not been specifically mentioned in the Siva·linga 
inscription, the association of the pillar points to its existence. 

The name Kedumiito, however, does lend itself to a Sanskritic 
derivation and should be construed as a nickname, or a name in a local 
dialect. 

D. The Inscription on a Stone Slab 

( i) General: 

The third inscription is engraved on a stone slab of greyish sandstone 
of a very coarse-grained texture. The stone slab is firmly planted into the 
side of a cultivated patch of ground. The inscription in 19 lines is badly 
worn out, owing to the nature of the stone itself. The first line is entirely 
damaged. The second, third are partially damaged, and small parts of the 
fifth and of all the lines from the seventh to the fifteenth are fragmentarily 
damaged. The inscription is in Piirva-Licchavi script (early Gupta) and in 
the Sanskrit language. 

( ii ) The Text of the Inscription : 

t ...... ······ ........................ . 
~ ············~W············ ........... . 
\ ............ ~~{········· .. . 
v ~ - ~l~(l'Stt'tS,•lftrC'CI~: ~ ~ ( ") 
"\ ...... f.f~l!i+Mi\fl"enhmf'( 
' ( {:{ )~ ~~+r-r~ eiaCfil!qoqd\a'( 

" ...... P31vi ......... ctfmneer it~: *~' < ~: ) 
~ <r+ffl::m: {:{ :j[qftr met f.f'ltt"CO+n ~: ( 11.) 
~ ( ~~T )~Ti\ ii~3"'(;!1dQtdd!J4e-"'\11+1Ji1 

to ...... ~'~~= srarm ~ ~ 
t'- (~~~)mrsl\~: ~~ 
~.'=I. ( ~~ ) mTPm+tt~f+aM: ~C!'S+fT~ ~ 
'-ll ( ~ A>~ ~r q~ad."4<1~<(<4 i(1=T 

~V ~Jq'Cfi+°44~!o. Oili~q~ 
~"' ( qon > n ... c\ "' Rtra•qmfir sn:n~: '5t' ...... 
t.\ Sl{=ll~~ ~unN ~~"1~P«ftlr 
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'Ill ' ~~f(ffi;r W-fT f~q~ smtfl;: 
(~ ~ tfa' ~+U5Jl""'1' ~~IW in{l~i\_\-."lfll;t 
(~ pR<ft< {fu II~'-\~' ~U ~ fl;~+qJ;i:. 

( iii ) Translation : 

1. 

2. with an eager body. 

3. 

4. May Vasudeva of slackened movement owing to his association 
with Lak~mi protect ( me ). 

S-1. He who takes refuge in their creator who represents knowledge 
itself, who controls the fear of all the world, who is the creator of 
multitudes of creature, and who is the very person ( in the 
universe )1 (who is ) 

8. .. .... of great effulgence, he, the destroyer of the god of love, is the 
personification of the universe. 

9. ( Hail )1 from Miinagrha, blessed by the feet of his father, and 
who is ever prosperous. 

10. • ........... of rays, of clean reputation, who is the glory of the 
Licchavikula. 

11-12. The devout, hale and efficient Mahiiriija SrJ Sivadeva having 
wished welfare to the chiefs and householders of the Thanturi
draiiga, announces. 

13-15. " Let it be known that it has been conceded by the previous 
rulers - pleased with the - work that the tax on account of the 
Mallas should not be more than one kar~apa1Jll. 

16-19. For the strengthening of the order (concession) this announce· 
ment is being made according to the order of Barvada1p/a 
nayalca Mahapratihara Bhauma Gupta to say that the orders 
have been issued ( by me) through the inscribed stone slab. 
The Dfitaka (messenger) here is Mahiibaliidhyak~a (Commander· 
in·chief) Kulapravira. Sam.vat 512, JyeHha, bright fortnight 
tenth day. 

( iv ) Conclusion : 

It may be surmised that the original name of the large village 
y.rl!erc the inscription has been installed (conceding that the sl~b has no~ 
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been shifted ) was Thanturidraiiga. It is also established that the Malla· 
kara, or the tax levied to withstand the threat from the Mallas was limited 
to a kar~apatta. The immediate officer concerned was Sarvadao~anii.yaka 
(Lord Chief Justice or Chief of Police) Mahiipratibara ( Chamberlain-in· 
chief) Bhauma Gupta. 

The Di1taka (messenger) was the Mahiibaliidbyak~a (Commander
in·chief) Kulapravlra. Thus it becomes apparent that the Commander
in-chief ( Mahiibaliidhyak~a) was somewhat lower in the hierarachy of 
official echelons than the chief of Police and Chamberlain. 

E. The Inscription on the Pedestal of the Sculptured Panel near Sankhamnl, 
Lalitpur. 

( i ) General : 

The inscription 1s ID seven lines in Purva-Licchavi script and in 
Sanskrit. It is damaged in several parts making a complete reading 
difficult. It may be pointed out that the inscription is not on a detached 
pedestal. 

( ii ) The Text of the Inscription : 

1 ............. ~ ~ $£ ~ 

2. ~ ............ +:tfiJld(IWll 

[ ~ifu ] 

3. . ........ ~ftt ......... [ 8IITT' ]. ~IJlf 

~iii~ -- Pait - ~R ••··•• ~ 
'ifliJT ~~iJT ---

4. -- qmmit"ltffiiR ~\ 
;rpif ~~ ......... ~ 

tQE'fii(fijjq1filf;a'it1 ......... ~o\q-

m~~ · · · · · · · · · · · · 
5. ~ ............ ~q ~( fi:q )act ~ 
~~ f.m 'oli\m~· 
~ ~'l<m'-1' ~q~ ;iT"ft 
imn qi~ [ ......... ] qfamrqr 

6 ....... ~=~~~ 
~ <lil~mRlf GI~: ~
-(<Iii ];:1;1iq mar~m~w 
~IRil~ ~"' .... ""! 
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7, ~;q) ............ ;:c~: ~~' 
'{fu ~"mf V~'i 

(iii) Translation: 

1. 

2. there were ........ . 
his 

3. .. ....... installed ............ by 
himself- in course of time 
............................. broken ........ . 
thus born on an 
auspicious occasion -

4. Later, by the devout Babhruvarmii ............ •M the work of repairs 
was thought of that work, out of well-meaning thoughts and -
all religious ( merit ) 

5. Fruit .............. for enjoyment .......... .. 
took to heaven ............. .. 
and now, of Devavarmii, his (nephew) brother's son, who was 
a devout follower of Vi~i;iu, by his mother, devoted to her 
husband. 

6-7. That by for the increase of the religious merit of Babhru De5a· 
bhaHiirikii of Varma, who was dead, -- for her mother, 
father, husband, and indeed of her own again, otherwise 

8, of the Goddess ...... - ... the mothers, they, executed the stone• 
work. 

( iv ) Ocmclusian : 

The inscription was to record the installation ( sthapitam) of the 
image (or shrine) and its later repairs ( pratisan1skara) by private persons 
during the reign, inferably, of Gai;iadeva. 

It mentions the name of a deeply religious man, Babhruvarmii as the 
one who conceived of the idea of carrying out repairs ( samsTcarakriya) to 
the earlier installation, and also executed it. After his death his nephew 
came into the picture. He was known as Desavarma, and though he was 
deeply devoted to Vi~i:,iu, his mother remained a devotee of Siva-Parvati, 
and had the stone image made. Thus it would indicate that the imago 
was done afresh after the one instqlled e~rJiQr bad been dama~ed, and 

+s.-7 
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repaired by Babhruvarmn. Tt was only thereafter that the image under 
consideration was installed jointly by his nephew Detavarm'll and his 
mother, Defabhattarika for the welfare of all. It may be inferred that 
the devotion to different personal deities by different members within the 
same family was freely in vogue at this time. Though temples and images 
of much earlier dates, barring well-known exceptions, have nol come down 
to us, that the tradition is of much older date in this part of Nepal is 
clearly indicated. 
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This subha11ita states that there are only three means of acquiring 
knowledge: ( i) serving the guru or preceptor, (ii) giving large sums of 
money, and (iii) exchanging one lore with the other. Jn other words, it 
suggests that there is no other way than these three of obtaining knowledge. 
Jndian tradition gives highest respect and regard to guruiusru11a and consi· 
ders it the surest way of gaining knowledge. After having received 
knowledge, it can be propagated by only two methods : first, orally transmit
ting it to the next generation and second, committing it to writing for the 
benefit of the posterity. The first method was more prevalent - in fact, the 
only way - in the hoary past, since, writing down was not much encouraged 
- nay condemned - because the writer was considered to be prono to mistakes. 
Hence, the entire Vedic lore was imparted by oral tradition, which is still in 
existence in some parts of India. But the second method also was not 
bereft of any qualities. It did serve the purpose of diffusion of knowledge, 
probably more vehemently than the oral tradition. Surprisingly, in course 
of time, it was believed that writing down some important religious or 
ritualistic works was a sure means of acquiring religious merits thereby 
paving the way for heaven. 

In the recent past, there were many scholars who were interested not 
necessarily in heaven, but more in dissemination of the valuable knowledge, 
when they undertook the work of copying down manuscripts by themselves 
or getting them written down from some one else. It was a purely academic 
approach. Pt. Bhagvanlal Tndraji belonged to this second category of 
scholars, who by guruiuAru,,O selflessly did everything in the widest interest 
of scholarship and India's glorious heritage. Pt. Bhagvanlal Indraji n.ot 
only wrote down or caused to write down important MSS., but also 
purchased some of the rare MSS. - most probably for himself or for his 
master and mentor - the late Dr. Bhau Daji Lad. He spared no pains to 
procure valuable material for the corroboration and furtherance of research 
- his as well as of others. He not only prepared the copies of inscriptions for 
the great Dr. Bhau Daji, but also undertook the important work of acquir .. 
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log as well as preserving the very rare and hence important manuscripts foi' 
the benefit of the future researchers. It is very much gratifying that Pt. 
Bhagvanlal Indraji donated all his collection of two hundred and sixteen 
MSS. to the then Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. It is very 
significant that many of the MSS. donated by him are very rare and hence 
very important too. They include MSS. dealing with almost all the branches 
of learning couched in the Sacred Language of this Blessed Land of ours, to 
quote only a few: Linguistic Science, Literary Science, Medicine, Astrology, 
Astronomy, Architecture, Vedic Literature, Dharma~astra, Purai;ia, Philo
sophy - Hindu, Buddhist, Jain - , Kii.vya, Stotra and miscellaneous. This list 
of wide-ranging subjects gives a fairly good idea of the varied interests of 
Panditji in these subjects. It will be no exaggeration if we say that his 
donation of MSS. has doubtlessly enriched Asiatic Society of Bombay. 
Therefore, it is in the fitness of things that rhe Asiatic Society should bring 
out a Special Volume in the inspiring memory of that great savant-researcher 
- the late Pandit Bhagvanlal Iodraji. The present article is an humble attempt 
to bring to the notice of scholars the untiring efforts of Panditji towards the 
diffusion of knowledge. In this article I propose to deal very briefly with 
only rare and important MSS. donated by the late Pandit Bhagvanlal 
Indraji. The BBRAS numbers given below refer to the numbers of MSS. 
listed in the Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrta and Prakrt.a Manuscripts in 
the Library of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic $ociety, 4 volumes, 
compiled by H. D. Velankar ( 1926-1930 ). 

( 1 ) BERAS, No. 22. ~;sq~ of ~~'El~ with i!~'Elaff'tl of ~fl' 
Dated V. S. 1932. 

The KO.tantra or KalO.paka or Kaum0.1'a Vyakaratw- is ascribed to 
~arvavarman. The tradition says that this system was expounded to Sarva
varman by Kumara Karttikeya. 

There are scores of commentaries on this system of grammar. The 
present one penned by the great Jaina scholar Merutungaciirya is very rare 
end hence valuable. Merutuilgiicarya was a pupil of Mahendraprabha of 
the Aficalagaccha (see the colophon quoted at the end of this entry). The 
PaHiivali of this Gaccha gives the following details regarding the dates of 
ihe landmarks from the life of Merutungacarya: Birth-V. S. 1403; Dik11a
V. S. 1418; .AciinJapada-V. S. 1426; Gacchanayalca-V. S. 1446 and Death
V. S. 1471. 

This BO.lavabodlta is not a commentary on the commentary of 
Durgasimha on the Katantra-uuakara'{la, as is wrongly mentioned on p. 312 

. of Vol! JU of the New Cata{ogus Catalogormn. But it is an independen_t com~ 
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mentary on the original Kaeantra-vyakara:t;&a. It seems that Merutungiicarya 
commented only on some selected topics, because his commentary on the entire 
Kawntra is still not available. This is further corroborated by the fact that 
the Manuscript No. 1215 of this work deposited in the Oriental Institute. 
Baroda, which is composed in V. S. 1444 (see the colophon) has only six 
chapters lilce the present manuscript under description. The copies of this 
work are available at Poona, Baroda and Bikaner, besides Bombay. 

It is very strange that this important work failed to attract the due 
attention of scholars and consequently is still not published. though 
composed nearly six hundred years ago (in V. S. 1444. that is 1387 A. D. ). 
Hence, the present writer has undertaken the work of critically editing this 
very rare and little-known manuscript. 

This commentary by a Jain Aciirya surprisingly has the Mangala at 
the beginning extolling OM, the Hindu symbol of auspiciousness, in the 
following words: 

~t fit~~~ fiRq "~~~ ~ffr-1: I 
~ ~)~ ~<f ~ oti!U'll ifl.IT ;m: 11 '- II 

The words of the second verse are so chosen that they can be inter
preted to apply to the Highest Gods of both Hindus and Jainas too. 

~ S(lJI~ ~ ~ei~ I 
cmr.:~~ SR~TfJJ ;q~;:f m°ffqffi"Cfi't, II ~ II 

The topics dealt with in this MS. are: explanation of technical terms. 
Sandhi rules, declensions. compounds, syntax. The commentary ends with 
the sixth chapter on Taddhita ( folio 26 a). The peculiarity of the colophon 
is that nowhere any details of the topics dealt with are given, except the 
last colophon which gives the name of the topic as follows : 

lfQl"ll~ llft~tifi·~'lNHl'~t i!Rin<(~"l<!m ~~: ~: ~'l_ot: II 

Except this colophon, all other colophons just say: ~~ ........ ~ 
Sllm: -m-Pr'<l: ( ~fr1:1: ): , ~: qre;: etc. 

There appears to be some mistake or confusion regarding the dates 
given at the end of the MS. The author clearly says that he composed this 
work in V. S. 1444. But, the last line of folio 25-a of this MS. says that 
this (MS.) is copied down from an earlier MS. written in V. S. 1403, which 
obviously is incorrect. I give below the necessary details from the manu· 
script-colophon-folio 22 : 

m~fh:r~fifl~~ ~fhil•:ifSf~~{l:I: I 

llft~'!Qfr~.f'lt11.;dtt1l~it~: II 



SIDDHARTH WAKANI<AR 

( 1444 } ~=;tl{~{:l~qfl! aif ~f3'1iJq~ I 
~i1,&;1<4il't'tl1~1 f.rilrnt J\ei11i.5 II 

'l~ ~~ ~\lo\ C(q ~~ q-ft; r'I. m.q. 
~:~II 

Pandit Bhagvanlal Indraji realized the value and importance of this 
rare and little-known MS, and got it copied down for the benefit of posterity 

at Bombay in V. S. 1932, as can be seen from the front folio remark in his 

own handwriting: ~ .. Meie.;4~ ~ ~ ~ f.?titl+11~~ ~~~' Sfelm I 
( 2) BBRAS. No. 84. ~JCfitOI~ of <ff'<ffq~ 

In India, the Science of Grammar has been one of the most developed 
sciences and enjoyed tl1e most enviable position since ancient times. In fact 
every poet and scholar was expected to (and he did ) have a sound know· 
ledge of this scienee, as it was the backbone of the then educational system. 
The Grammarians were held in highest esteem, as can be gauged from such 
glowing tributes as budhai~ vaiycUcara?).lli~ ( ~: ~~: ), vaiyokara'{iii~ 
prat/iame vidi1a1i1Sa~ ( ~l!Jifiton: SI~# firi;:i{:I: ) paid to them by a scholar critic 
of the eminence of Mammata, the author of the Kavyaprakasa, an epoch
making and monumental work on Literary Criticism. On this glorious 
background, it is definitely a wonder in the history of Sanskrit language that 
somebody thought of openly challenging the propriety of the science of 
grammar and its refutation. There are very few copies of this work, as it is 
just possible that no conscientious scholar would have entertained the idea 
of cop)ing down this work and being an instrument in spreading the contents 
thereof. obviously apprehensive of the sin of striking at the raison d'etre 
of scholarship. The Asiatic Society of Bombay is one of the very few 
privileged institutions to possess a copy of this very rare work, thanks to the 
open•minded and objective atlitude of the late Panditji. 

( 3) BBRAS. No. 98. 8'fit'tllif~Jff0t of~~· Dated V. S. 1842. 

The Abhidhiinacintamatii of Hemacandra i!I a very famous lexicon 
dealing in six chapters with Jain deities, Brahmanic deities, human-beings. 
animal world; the lower worlds and their inmates and adjectives, particles 
etc. Several editions of this work are brought out by many great scholars -
Indian an well as foreign. Though the present MS. is incomplete, having 
only first two kavrf.as, it is a valuable possession of the Asiatic Society of 
Bombay, because it has the following date in the handwriting of Pt. B 
lndraji suggesting probably the date when it came to the hands of Panditji. 

m. ~ • ~~It~ ~~ 
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The Oarakasainhira is one of the oldest works on Medicine, which 
was originally composed by Agnive5a, pupil of Punarvasu A treya and a 
fellow-student of Bhec;Ia. It was afterwards remodelled by Caraka. The 
Chinese Tripi~aka (translated in 472 A. D.) inform<i that Caraka was a 
court-physician of King Kani~ka and thus po<isibly lived in the 2nd century 
A. D. Though the Oarakasariihita is published, this incomplete MS. of 126 
folios, containing the Sufrasthana upto the Yajja~ Purutfiya adhyO.ya and a 
major portion of the next adhyaya, is important because of the details given 
below which say that it was got copied down at Benaras by Pt. B. lndraji in 

v. s. 192s -r.~~T'' ~<{J~if <lit~ ~R<fms'.f J:rpq: ~ ~~~~. 

( S) BBRAS. No. 231. sigo1~<."lill~iMi of ;rmqui. 

This work on the astrological and astronomical matters concerning 
the eclipses was composed in Saka 1481 ( I 559 A. D.) by Niirayai;ia, son of 
Riima. This date is clearly mentioned on folio no. 6 as under : 

wq 11~014zfe~~;r: 1 
~TmTI l,ovv fmtiftltiidifllt-i: ~\~'-\. 
l=I' 'ttf ~&mr~": ~'-"'· 
~ mCi ~V~o Cfm!S: M 'm~iot": II ~~ II 
~~flM~iili ~II~~~~~: ~~If: I 

This also is a very rare work, not only because of the above details, 
but more because it is deposited only at two places, viz. A. S. of Bombay, 
no doubt, due to Pt. B. lndraji, and at the Bhandarkar Oriental Research 
Institute, Pone. It is a great wonder that still the work has not attracted 
the attention of the scholars from the field of Jyoti~. 

( 6) BBRAS. No. 332. h~q"f of mf<i. Dated Saka 1650. 

This work deals in seventeen chapters with the auspicious times for 
marriages. It was composed by Kefaviirka (who flourished in about 1252 
A. D. ), the son of Rai:iiga, grandson of Sriyiiditya and great grandson of 
Janardana. One of the MSS. of this work (I. O. No. 3037) is dated tialca 
1320. This work is available in India only at two places, viz, Madras and 
Calcutta. Because of its rarity Pt. B. Indraji got it copied down, primarily 
for himself and then donated it to the A. S. of Bombay, for being kept in 
the cupboard next to that of bis scholar-patron and mentor, the late Dr. 
Bhau Daji. This MS. is all the more important, because it contains also an 
~asy explanation of ~he text in Sanskrit throughout by an unknown sc1'ol~r. 
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( 7) BB RAS. No. 340. ~m'l (from ~l<f~ and ftmr.t<ift atm ). 
This work has two pieces, the first consisting of eighteen slokas from 

the Mulctiivali and the second of 11inetcen slolcas from the Si1ilhO.vali Tajif(Jl.. 
It is important because it gives in short the ph.alm1 of the sixteen Yogas. 
Another important thing is that the ownership of this manuscript is clearly 
mentioned in the following words: ~ ~C!mi'S fir. $ .. ii>J\•n g.. 

[Record 0£ the ownership 0£ the manuscript] 

( 8) BERAS. No. 404. ~ of fifllt<Ari. Dated Saka 1718. 

The Kl}irifr'{Klva is an exhaustive as well as exhausting work dealing 
wiLh architecture, especially, the details regarding the preparations of the 
images of various divinities. This voluminous work in the form of a 
dialogue between Visvakarmii and Niirada is held in high esteem by scholars 
of Temple Architecture as well as artisans. This extensive work is printed 
with Hindi and Gujarati translations by the great Sthapati Prabhashankar 
0. Sompura, 8'ilpa Visarada from Palitana. Jn his Hindi introduction, the 
learned editor remarks: "I have consulted six-seven MSS. of the work, from 
places like Oriental Institute, Baroda, Bombay Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society. (Here it may be noted that the editor gives ( p. 36) Saka 
1818 as the date of this MS., which is obviously a mistake. It should be 
Saka 1718, as can be seen on the MS. itself). The first ninety-eight as 
well as adhyiiyas after one hundred twenty are not available. The MSS. 
from Gujarat and Saurashtra commence with the adhyaya no. 101 known 
as Kurmatiliinive&ana. But the BBRAS (that is the present) manuscript 
contains the two earlier chapters dealing with Ga1;1ita and Jagati lak~1Ja. 
With the help of this MS., I am able to satisfactorily continue my 
research". (pp. 36-38 of the Hindi Prastavana ). 

This is quite sufficient to prove the value of this MS. donated by 
Pt. B. Indraji. Another important feature of this MS. is that at some 
places, the Sanskrit text is explained through Gujarati, whicq definite)~ 
enhances its utility. 
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( 9) BBRAS. No. 413. mmr-01~'clR' or ~. 

The Samaraizga1,1aBtitradhara is an encyclopaedic work. A casual 
glance at the contents is enough to prove the paramount importance of 
this monumental work as far as the construction activity is concerned, 
The work abounds in technical and minute details on architecture and 
still is very much useful even in this age of scientific and technological 
advances. It is very much heartening that modern scholars and scientists
equipped as they are with ultra-modern and sophisticated machinery - are 
now, realizing lhe propriety and importance of this ancient treatise. The 
recognition of the worth of this work was evident, when in the early 
eighties, one of the Universities in Malva, where flourished King Bhoja, 
the author of this work, organised a Seminar exclusively on this text, 
particularly, its technical aspect and its application, with the financial 
assistance of the U. G. C. Bhoja Academy is also in the offing at one 
of the places in Madhya Pradesh. 

For us, this MS. is important though it is already printed, because 
on the last folio ( f. 120 b) of this MS. it is clearly mentioned that this 
copy was caused to be written down by Pt. B. Indraji at Amreli in V. S. 
1930. 

~41611"1'1'11~ ~ 6tff{tfl+tl ~ U. ~~ ~~--o, ~ ~ t'-· 

( 10) BB RAS. No. 423. ~"WW-R of ~lllifl?.J, 

This is a work on the construction of the kuf)<Jas or the sacrificial 
fire-places. The author Visvan!itha Dvivedi is the son of Srlpati and grand
son of Jaganniitha and his date falls roughly between 1449 and 1619 A. D. 
This seems to be a very popular work, as can be made out from the 
large number of places where the MSS. of this work are deposited. This 
MS. is not only important for its date, but more because of its being 
endowed with the commentary of its author. 

( 11 ) BBRAS. No. 431. cfh~•dtftfUr of imF-n. Dated V. S. 1926. 

Like the SamaratigaJJ,asutradhara, this work also deals with an 
important subject. The author who composed this work in 1363 A. D. is 
difft!rent from the other sarngadhara, the author or the famous sarnga
dharasa1ilhita, the well-known work on Therapeutics. The present work 
is a rare work on a~ equally rare subject, viz. Yuddhasastra and forms 
the 80th section of Sanigadharapaddhati. 

In the fourth verse, the author very confidently declares that by the 
study of this science, the !)rchers ( dhanurdharal}) will be victorious a~ainst 

A. s.-8 
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their enemies (jetaralJ, parasainyiin(im ). It will be a revelation to many 
Sanskrit scholars that Sanskrit has treated this side of life also - a subject 
not finding any place in educational curriculum ! It appears that Pt. B. 
Indraji must have been impressed by this topic of historical value. 
Hence, he got it copied down for himself, as will be evident from the follow
ing remark. written on folio I 2, last line e.fter the text: 

~t ~~ <ftef'V«r~fQill'1<fl~(?;~ll011 ~~ ~Q,'~ sr1frtr.r ~ ~ ~~ n 

VOLUME II 

( 12 ) BERAS. No. 481. ui:r ( ~t) m~ ~~. 

This small MS. though published, is important to us for the simple 
reason that it was purchased (cost not mentioned) by Pt. B. Indraji in 
Benares in the year V. S. 1927, as is mentioned and written in the hand
writing of Panditji in the following words: ~;:~~~ ~fl<t'fif(!r(iR ifil~T 

~ ~if:.· WHJ. ~°''"· 
( 13) BERAS. No. 509. 61111li?SI~ ~ with tfu by otm?:101. 

This work briefly deals with the sacrifices described extensively in the 
Aitareya B1·ahma'{Ul and the Aitareya .J.ra7Jyaka. Though this work is 
already printed, this MS. has its own value. It is nearly 400 years old and 
hence is one of the prized collections of the Asiatic Society of Bombay, 
thanks mainly to its donor, the late Pandit Bhagvanlal Indraji. 

( 14) BERAS. No. 712. 'f{TuT<I of mi"Cfltrl Dated V. S. 1576. 

Like the previous Vedic work, this fragment of a Dharmasastra work, 
though small in size. is very important because of its antiquity. This MS. is 
dated V. S. 1576, corresponding to 1520 A. D. 

( 15) BERAS. No. 914. \fltM@(o1J\~-~· 

This MS. contains the 65th adhyaya of the Jatismaraiia-tirtha· 
mahatmya, which is a part of the Himavatkhaii<f,a of the Skandapuraiia. 
The importance of this MS. is that it was presented ta B. Indraji as a 
memento by Meherasena1 a resident of Lalitapura in Ne'fJ<ll• as is clearly 

written on the MS. in the following words : 

~q~~~c:t~ftr.fr wtif~if;f :tt41<4i•1i!1Jlt?il~ ~tr~~~ ~Hll 
( 16) BERAS. No. 970. ~iftm with a commentary. 

The Bhagavadgita is possibly the only religious work in the world 
which enjoys greatest respect and popularity as can be made out from the 
hi~hest number of comqientaries written on it, almost in 1111 the lan~ua~es of 
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the world. This is one more commentary by an unknown scholar, which 
deserves to be perused to judge its quality as well as worth and value. 

( 17) BBRAS. No. 1062. "~ of ftm~. Dated V. S. 1537. 

This small manual of the Vaise~ika Philosophy was composed some
where in the lOth-11 th centuries. The MS. is dated as under: 

~'l:lct:. '-"''-"<A i4u+u~ ~ " ~r ~rorn11 
Though this work is already published, still, the present MS. is 

valuable, being one of the earliest copies of the work - it being nearly 500 
years old. 

( 18) BBRAS. No. 1073. ~ of ffllP(filltf. 

This is a very important work on the Riljayoga. It has exactly 200 
ilokas and it is ascribed to the famous Gorak~aniitbe, one of the celebrated 
Nava·n!ithas. This work is held in high esteem by the scholars in the field 
as well as Yoga-practitioners, who c1aim that desired objects can be obtained 
by meticulously following the directions given in this text. 

( 19) BBRAS. No, 1074. ~~oill'4~dl. Dated V. S. 1928. 

Like the previous work, this work on Ha~hayoga also is very 
important. It is in the form of a dialogue between Gbera~~a and Cai;a<;ta 
( kiipalil} ). The work consists of 323 slokas and is divided into seven 
chapters termed as upadefos, such as Gha~akarme.Sodhana, Asanaprayoga, 
Ghata~uddhiyoga, Pratyaharaprayoga, Prai;iayamaprayoga, Dhyanayoga and 
Samiidhiyoga. Herein, the word Ghata is used in the sense of 'body•. The 
work describes in details the different aspects of Hathayoga, which are still 
practised by the Yogis. 

This MS. is valuable because of the two important statements as 
follows 1 

On the front folio we get the detail that Pt. B. Jndraji got this work 
copied down at Varanasi in V. S. 1928: CfmlJIBrt ~(:{.¥1 ~~~ 
~~tit~ JfPtl': ~ ~''~· 

On the last folio (i.e. 19 a, after the text), the exact date of copying 
this MS. is given, viz. 10th of July, 1872. It is just possible that on this 
date, this MS. must have come to the hands of Panditji. Cf. ~~ 

~ iJI· "Iii ijfllt ~!l,19~· 
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( 20) BBRAS. No. 1133. ffitrn'q of trm~:prrqrq. Dated V. S. 1917. 

This is a small treatise by Riimanujacarya. describing the three princi
pal entities of the vm~~advaita school of thought, viz. Cit or Jiva; Acit or 
Prakrti or Ja4atattva and Sarvantaryami !Svara. 

This MS. is very valuable to us, as it is written down by Pandit 
Bhagvanlal Indraji himself, on the Dvadasi of Bhadrapada in V. S. 1917. 
He does not specify the forthnight of the month of Bbadrapada. Tlie 
Pandit clearly says that he wrote it down for the purpose of acquiring some 
knowledge of the philosophy of Ramanujacarya. This is quite sufficient to 
prove his ardent desire for learning new things while he was actively engaged 
in collecting data for Dr. Bhau Daji. I furnish below the pertinent remarks : 

Folio 12 b - +rw.rr~ ~if ftifiit~~it '.0.~19 ~ u~:;ri:ra5Jl"'1~ 
~'<lT~!io~ o~~~~ l 

The folio 12 a, last line mentions the exact Tithi and the year as 

follows : ~Cl~ '.~'-"' ~•if '."!. 

According to the New Catalogus Catalogorum, Vol. VIIT, p. 44, only 
one MS. of this work is known to be available till today and that too this 
one prepared by the Panditji himself and deposited at the Asiatic Society 
of Bombay (Frontispiece). 

( 21) BB RAS. No. 1139. ~fg~'10f or 'fl~· 
In just 21 slokas, the author of this work explains the Pu~timiirga, 

that is the philosophy of Vallabhiicarya. This MS. of 3 folios is also 
important because like the previous MS. this also is written down by Pt. B. 
Ind1'aji himself. Here also his desire to obtain knowledge seems to have 
urged him to write down this work, as is evident from the following remark : 

~rr"'r.mr~ ~~ ~. '-~'-~ -q'q ~m~M ~~ i 

( 22) BERAS. No. 1157. ~ftiR;r of~°' with ft~ of ~iltfir. 
Dated V. S. 1928. 

The Harilila is on index to the Bhaaavatapura'IJ(L. Vopadeva, the 
son of Kefavat was a court pandit of King Riimaraja of Devagiri, who lived 
in the latter part of the 13th century anJ the famous HemEldri was his 
contemporary. 

This MS. is valuable because on the last folio we get the important 
information regarding the name of the scribe from whom Pt. B, Tndraji got 
it copied down or prepared, as well as the year and place where it was 
.finished. See: ~~ '-~'~ f;ffif ~1~) <f~ '."\ ~ i(l~+lqf~<ti i11&f'1!· f;:l{~
~ 'fl''1<ff•fE!5~ ifilitqf ~~fu;t ~fw.~Til,~1{. II 
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( 23) BERAS. No. 1167. <iitflHWi of 8'if~. Dated V. S. 1587. 

This work is a collection of stray verses on love or the erotic senti· 
ment. It was composed in V. S. 1541 (nearly 500 years ago) by one Niigare, 
named Ananta, the son of Mat).<;fana. The present MS. dated V. S. 1587 
suggests that it was written down or copied within a period of 50 years 
after the actual composition of the work. It is a wonder that the work 
Is still unpublished, as can be gathered from its entry given on p. 358 of 
the third Vol. of the New Catalogus Oatalogorum. 

( 24) BERAS. No. 1179. ~<ti of m with t\c1ir by fl~· 

As the title suggests, this work consists of 100 verses praising the 
Lord Knt).a. It was composed by Kesava, pupil of Vitthala Dik~ita. It 
is not only valuable because of its being the only MS. available so far, 
but also because its utility has been enhanced by a commentary on it. 
This i& one of the rarest works. 

( 25) BBRAS. No. 1196. m'limTI of <flufr.ltll• 

This is a very important historical poem. It describes in just 122 
slokas the history of the Jama race of Kaccha and Navanagara. It was 
composed as a supplement to his JO.mavijayaka·uya by Viit).Inatha, who was 
a court-poet of King Satrusalya. The poet gives in the last verse the details 
regarding the date, month and year when the work was completed. 

"f~ffi~~filij- ftti\' ~ ~~ I 
et"ffi'fd:<t« an~: 'tffi 'if<l>R ~ II ' '' 11 

It means that it was finished on the 13th day of the first fortnight in 
the month of Magha in V. S. 1627. 

The Asiatic Society of Bombay is the only Library, which has the 
proud privilege of possessing a copy of the rare and valuable work. The 
credit of it goes to Pt. B. Indraji, a true and hard-working researcher. 

( 26) BBRAS. No. 1229. iu~ftr ( -a-q<Jif~) of ~tWl:ll· 

Upavanavinoda, containing 240 verses, is a section of the Sariiga· 
dharapaddhati, composed by Siirngadhara in the 13th century. As the title 
suggests, Upa·vanavinoda is devoted to a detailed and scientific treatment 
(with some seeming exaggeration, as generally is the case with Sanskrit 
descriptions) of the gardens, parks etc., and the trees, shrubs to be grown, 
their classes, maintenance, diseases and their cures - sometimes very strange 
but ultimately beneficial, sometimes thought-provoking and superior to some 
of the modern ways of curing - paving the way for further research in this 
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direction, the varieties of fertilisers and their preparations. In fact, it cali 
be termed to be a Vrlc~ayurveda. Though this work is printed, this MS. is 
important because of the following words from the handwriting of Pt. B. 
lndraji, giving the date of the manuscript : 

crm~ ~11,'~ ~ +r•1<t1wtii'll~<t ~s:4' w~: 1 

( 27) BBRAS. No. 1235. f~l"i({d<fitoq of IRO{~i:f· Dated V. S. 1485. 

This is one of the rarest kinds of work. It contains 141 verses, 
couched in the Mandalcranta metre, on the pattern of the Meghaduta of 
Kiilidasa. In this poem, Vidyii is the beloved, Tapasa is the lover and 
Siddlia is the duta or messenger. It was composed in V. S. 1423 (see verse 
no. 141 ) at Bhadrapura ( see verse no. 139 ) on the banks of the river Reva, 
during the reign of Ya5asvimalla. Some scholars opine that Ciingadeva 
(verse no. 136) and Sambhu (verse no. 141) induced the author to compose 
this poem having a Vedantic treatment. This MS. is a copy prepared 63 
years after the actual composition of the poem, which itself is more than 600 
years old. 

The top line on folio 3-a of this MS. mentions that this copy was 
purchased in 1927 ( V. S.) at Benares by Pt. B. Indraji. cf. (•li'lil~~ 

+fti<ii<tii'll~<t <til~f ~ ~iztrnil'.. ~q,°'"· 
This poem is printed from Ahmedabad in 1917 A. D. 

( 28) BBRAS. No. 1441. ~ with ~ by «i:r~g;:i'R'· 
Dated V. S. 1797. 

The Kal[XlButra, otherwise called the Paryii/i(ltia Kalpa, is the 8th 
chapter of the .Dasa 8rutaslcandha, one of the Gheda-sutras of the Jain 
religion. It is commented upon by many Jain scholars. The present MS. 
contains a commentary by Samayasundara, a pupil of Sakalacaodra of the 
Kharataragaccha. Samayasundarn was a prolific writer and wrote in the 
second half of the 17th century of the Vikrama Sariivat. The present com
mentary, though not dated, is supposed to have been written during the 
spiritual region of Jinarajasiiri, who died in V. S. 1699 ( 340 years ago). 
This MS. dated V. S. 1797 is important not only because of its date, but 
more because it contains the author's Prasasti in 21 stanzas. 

( 29) BBRAS. No. 1456, :cfij:moi~. 

The Jain work, otherwise known as the KuAalanubandhiajjhayav.a 
deals in 63 Prakrit verses with the "four-fold refuge", viz. Merit, Conduct, 
Austerity and Mental abstraction, It is recited during the Parj.ikkama'TJfl by 
lhe Jain monks and is utlributed to Virabhadra. This MS. though undated, 
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is important because it contains the text with Gujarati translation, obviously 

for the benefit of the general masses. 

( 30) BBRAS. No. 1472. 5WJT'tl~~ with ~· 

Jiiatadh.armakatha is the sixth .tlti.ga of the Jain Canon. The present 
MS. with a brief commentary in Sanskrit, though incomplete, is very valu· 
able to us, since it is written down by Pt. B. lndraji himself, us is clear from 

the remark appearing on the front folio -

P.lf'.itT~~""r mt<tJiR7il~<r fmflf.(a~'t ~irciij ~ Q, ~ ~. 
This once again is indicative of the catholicity of the mind of Pt. H. 

lndraji, who never missed any opportunity of acquiring knowledge of any 
subject with a view to spreading it, even though he was very much engrossed 
In his research of inscriptions. This once again displays his indefatigable 

efforts and energy crowned by jij'iiQ.sa. 

(31) BBRAS. No. 1507. ~q~;:\h=t-:t· Dated V. S.1693. 

The BhagavatisfUra, also known as Vivahaprajtiapti or Vyakhya
praj1i.apti, is the fifth Ai1ga of the Jain Canon. Although this work is 
published, the present MS. is important because of its date, viz. V. S. 1693. 

It is nearly 350 years old. 

( 32) BBRAS. No. 1513, u~sr~q~. 

The Rajapra5niyasutra, explained by Malayagiri as " Rajapra8ne11u 
bhavan" is the Sanskrit rendering of the original Prakrit title " Rayapa· 
setiai11yam ", which is the second Up0.1iga of Jainism. Though the work is 
published, this MS. is valuable, because it is dated V. S. 1565, that is 1509 
A. D., which means it is nearly 475 years old. 

(33) BBRAS. No, 1710. ~oth:1<t\' of ~VJ'. 

This is a very important document of historical importance. It 
contains the traditional history of the preceptors or gurus of the well-known 

Kharataragaccha. This list, containing the lives of the Aciiryas, starts with 
Jinacandra and ends with Jinavallabhagar,ii. While narrating the stories, 
the authority of the Gattaclliarabrhadvrtti is very often cited. 

( 34) BB RAS. No. 1722. m~~q ( ~qq~')q) of fir"l'~ft. 

This work is extremely important because it supplies a legendary and 
historical account of the different holy places of pilgrimage, which are sacred 
to the Jains. The scholars opine that different parts of this work were 

~omposed at different periods of time between V. S. 1365 and 1390 and thep 
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put together. Some of these part11 ore written in Sanskrit white others are in 
Prakrit. The MS. is very old and the work also is published. 

( 35) BERAS. No. 1732. qftfu"m from fir'tm~~a of ~. 

The Trill<lf!tifolakapztru~carita is an extensive Sanskrit work describ· 
ing the lives of the 63 important men of Jainism, It was composed by 
Hemacandra, the famous Jain scholar·monk. The poem contains eleven 
books. The PariSif!~aparvan is the eleventh and the last book. Though 
the work is printed, this MS. is very very valuable as it furnishes the details 
regarding the age and the place where it was copied down. It also gives us 
a clue as to why Pt. B. Indraji got it copied down. Here is the remark in 
the hand of the Panditji. 

l°~ti~ qftful!~~ ~~Ill~ ~<It{ '.Q,'.'1 ~'l~~ ~:, ... ' 
~~fu'iill't:iJl'11~ II 

This again is a solid proof, if any is needed, of the painstaking atti· 
tude of Pt. B. Indraji in acquainting himself with the different branches of 
learning and trying to be as well-informed as possible in carrying out his 
research. 

[ Haoduritinc of Pt. Bhagvanlal lodrajl] 

(36) BERAS. No. 2008. «ifl'<I~~ Dated V. S. 1754. 

This work is important because here are to be found the explanations 
in Gujarati of mathematical calculations, connected with a work called 
Ratnavali, which was composed in Saka 1534, that is 1612 A. D., nearly 370 
years ago. 

I conclude this resume of MSS donated to the Asiatic Society of 
Bombay by the late Pt. Bhagvanlal Indraji with a brief note on thc;l Ilh,1strttted 
MSS. from his collection, rich and varied as it was, 
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Generally it is the case that the extra-ordinary scholars are least 
interested in or bothered about the things falling outside their field of interest, 
as they have concentrated their efforts on a particular branch of knowledge. 
Consequently, they are dubbed or labelled as ' book-worms•. Of course, 
there are some noteworthy exceptions to this general ( mis )understanding 
and Pandit Bhagvanlal Jndraji is one such example. He not only bad a keen 
eye for inscriptions only, but he did possess an eye for beauty in scripts also. 
Endowed as he was with this eyesight, he collected some very important, 
valuable and exquisitely beautiful manuscripts also, which are described here 
ver~ briefly : 

( I ) B. (. Collection. MS. No. 206. 81<4<?i1fctiaJQl m. 
Dated Nepal Saritvat 377. 

This Buddhist manuscript bas black folios and yellow letters on them, 
which is not only pleasing to the eyes but a typically valuable specimen from 
the point of view of art also. 

( 2) B. I. Collection. MS. No. 208. a1u40C{li· 

This manuscript has invaluable illustrated wooden covers which are 
decorated with fine pictures. 

( 3 and 4) B. I. MSS. No. 210-211. an!flii!iMCfli ~lltlfmrr. 

These two manuscripts are very important and precious; they are 
written on palm-leaves and are beautifully illustrated also Pis. (XV, B; XVI, 
A, B, C, D ). 

These manuscripts are, no doubt, some of the illustrated rarities 
donated to the Asiatic Society of Bombay by the devoted and dedicated 
scholar, the late Pandit Bhagvanlal Indraji, 



AN ILLUSTRATED .A?'fAS.AH.ASRIKA PR.AJNAPARAMITA MS 

FROM BIHAR 

l{ALPANA DESAI AND 5ADASHIV GORAKSHKAR 

The Bhagvanlal Indraji collection of manuscripts in the Asiatic 
Society Library includes an illustrated palm-leaf manuscript of the AtJ~· 

so/1asri/ca Pra;7iaparamita.1 

The manuscript in its present state includes 222 folios each admeasur. 

ing 6 x 58.5 cm. and having two perforations for stringing the folios. The 
text of six· lines per folio, in fine Kutjla character, is divided in three 
parts 16.5 - 17 - 16 cm. unless interrupted by illustrations. The pagination 
is both in figures and words; the figures are in the right margin while the 
words are in the left. 

There are six: illustrated folios each with three illustrations of 
approximately 6 x 6 cm. size. In four of these, the margins have paintings 
of monks and in the remaining two, J:?akii;ils are illustrated in the margins. 

Evidently the illustrations have been addl!d after the text was completed. 

The AtJ~asahasrika Pra;7iaparamita is a Buddhist philosophical text 
with no relevance or need for any illustrations, and as such there is no 

uniformity of subjects in various such manuscripts. Nevertheless, in 
consonance with the contemporary practice of illustrating the Pra};;.a. 
paramita manuscripts, even our manuscript has a chain of eighteen 
illustrations; these are on the first two ( f. 1 rev - 2 obv ), middle two 

( f. 106 rev -107 obv) and the last two ( f. 221 rev - 222 obv ). The illustra· 
tions face each other. 

The importance of the manuscript lies in the fact that on the basis of 
its colophon it is the last dated manuscript known so far to have been done 
during the Piila period. Its colophon reads: 

" DeiJadharmoyam pramramaliayanayayina paramopiisaka Sadhu
bliikku ( ? ) Sri Devanidltikarasya / Yudatra pu~1yam tadbhai·atviicoryo
pridhyoya matapitrpztn:Ci1igam krtva sakala sul1:a rO.senuttura }iiii11.a
vaptaye iii/ Brimad GovindapO.lude1xisyO.lila riijyasmirvat sa Phalguna
dt11e 8 / Subhamastu sari;ada " IJ 

Thus the manuscript was dedicated by Devanidhikara for the welfare 
of his ancestors, when 39 years had elapsed arter ( commencement ) of th~ 
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reign of Goviadapiila ( c. 1161-1175 A. D. ), the last or the Pala rulers to 
whose reign inscriptional reference is available. 

The following are the subjects of the illustrations : 

A. Folio 1 rev. 

( i ) Crowned Buddha, ( ii ) Amitiibha, 
(iii) Birth of the Buddha (Pl. XVI, A ) 

B. Folio 2 obv. 

( i ) Miracle of Sravasti, ( ii ) Projfiiiparamita (Pl. XVI, B ), 
(iii) Buddha with Siiriputta and Mahiimoggalliina 

C. Folio 106 rev. 

( i ) Sarvabuddba J?iikii:ii, ( ii ) Maiijusri, (iii) VajrapiiQI 

D. Folio 107 obv. 

( i ) Nairatmya, ( ii ) Female deity with attributes of MaiijusrJ, 
(iii) Vajravariihi 

E. Folio 2.~1 rev. 

( i ) Subjugation of Niiliigiri 
( ii ) Simhaniida Lokdvaro (PI. XVI, C) 
(iii) Descent from the Tusita lJeaven 

F. Folio £22 obv. 

( i ) Monkeys offering honey, ( ii ) Marki (Pl. XVI, D ), 
(iii) Mahaparinirvii.Qa 

The composition and the colour scheme of the illustrations follows 
the normal cliche viz. red background, against which is a terraced pavilion 
in yellow with creeper decoration in black. Behind the pavilion is lush 
green foliage. The deities sit on pi~lta, cushion or a lotus. The figure 
drawing is in delicate flowing line showing angularity of features. 

In terms of style, the illustrations closely reflect on the style of 
contemporary sculptures not only in their stance and composition but even in 
ornamentation. This is particularly noticeable in the case of Amitiibha, 
Prajfiiiparamitii (Pl. XVI, B) and Sirnhnnada Loke5vara (Pl. XVI, C ). 

The interpretation of the wording of the colophon raises a valid 
controversy. Some more inscriptions of Govindapllla's period have an 
identical phrase viz. Govindapiilad.evaS1Jiitita rajyasa1i11:at. 2 The commonly 
accepted intrrprctation has been, "number of years having elnpsed after the 
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reign of Govindapala ". We have discussed this issue at length in our article 
to show how calculating of 39 years " after the reign of Govindapiila bas 
ended'' would indicate an unacceptable date of 1214 A. D., since in 1203 
A. D. Bihar was completely sacked by Bakhtiyar Khalji and all the 
Buddhist monasteries were totally routed out so that no religious activity 
was possible at any centre or monastery.a On the other hand, if we calculate 
the period from the commencement of Govindapala's reign in 1161 A. D., 
then we get a date in 1200 A. D. which seems quite appropriate. 

The other issue is the possible region/monastery where the manu
script must have been painted. The main consideration is the illustration 
of the Crowned Buddha ( Pl. XVI, A), an iconographic type which is 
restricted to Bihar and that too at Kurkihar, which was also known as 
Apar;iaka Mahiivihiira from the inscriptions on the Kurkihar broozes4 as 
well as from another manuscript done in year l 8 of Riijyapiila6 ( c. 907-
944 A. D. ). 

The illustrations of MaiijusrJ, VaJrapiiQi, Sarvabuddha J?iikir;ii and 
Nairatmya indicate yet another connection, that with the Siis·kyii-pa mona
stery in Tibet. 

These several considerations underline the importance of this 
manuscript which, on available evidence, is the last dated manuscript of 
that period. 
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PART II 

VIGNETTES, VIEWS AND VOGUES FROM THE PADMAPURA~A 

G. V. BAPAT 

A group of eighteen adhyfiyas in the Uttarakhar::u;l.a of the Padma· 
pura~ stands out from the plethora of details of holy places, presiding, 
deities, rituals and such other details in the other adhyayas. The eighteen 
adhyayas selected for treatment here are worth separate consideration 
because they allow us to catch vivid glimpses of day-to-day life in PauraQic 
times. They also reveal that in spite of the apparent simplicity and artless
ness of the composition, the poet was an artist of a high order, a man of 
catholic, humanitarian views, a deeply interested observer of life with a 
rare capacity to look with detachment on his own experience of it. It is not 
quite easy to establish the identity of the poet, but it is quite clear that not 
only was he well aware of contemporary trends in social life but was also 
interested in and keen to direct them into proper channels. 

Though the exact date of composition of the adhyayas is hard to 
determine, it might be any time between about 300 A. D. and l,000 A. D. 
which is supposed to be the period of composition of the Purai:ias. If 
this be correct, the group of adhyayas could be taken to illuminate facets 
of life in India a thousand to seventeen hundred years ago. 

The adhyayas are numbered 175 to 192.1 With allowances for 
marginal errors, they contain 926 stanzas, most of which are of two lines; 
occasionally, three lines are counted as one stanza of the anu~tubh kind 
and there are some four-line stanzas too. The eighteen adhyayas form a 
homogeneous group because they are devoted to pointing out the impor
tance of the eighteen adhyayas of the Bhagavadgita. 

Before proceeding to discuss the contents of the adhyayas, a few 
assumptions which this writer has made may be stated, He assumes that 
like the other PuraQas Padmapuriitta too, is a sincere attempt to explain 
the fundamental pirnciples of religion to all nnd sundry, and urge people 
to keep to the path of righteousness in the interest of the welfare of the 
whole of the community. Perhaps a strong political necessity to keep the 

I. Edition used: Pad111aP11rfi~ia111, Vol. V, Guruma~~ala-grantha-roiilii (Calculi~ 
1st, ed., Hl58 ) . 
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people of India united on a religio-social foundation prompted the magni
ficent effort; perhaps, the writers, obviously intelligent, noted in their society, 
signs of decadence, disintegration and possible confusion which they sought 
to counteract by educating the common man in the true principles of reti· 
gion. The mixture of very complex philosophical principles, details of 
rituals and pilgrimages, measures for self-discipline and simple stories would 
support this view which the simplicity of style strengthens. 

It is assumed, further, that the stories in these eighteen adhy!yas 
reveal the essential human qualities and traits of the characters and that 
they are "types'' rather than" individuals". If so, the characters and their 
background are true to life and the stories reflect the joys, sorrows, cares, 
aspirations, beliefs and concerns of the ordinary man of the poet's day: they 
also reflect the environment of the common man, his way of life, the challen· 
ges he had to face and his responses to them. It is on these assumptions that 
the group of adhyiiyas has been discussed here, All the incidents show peo
ple going about their day-to-day business of life. There is no attempt at 
securing the heighteued dignity and grandeur of the Epic kind, either in 
characterization or in representation of the mode of life. 

This homogeneous unit of eighteen adhyayas makes no attempt to 
explain the philosophy of the Gita. The author merely asserts that each 
adhyaya of the Gitii has a mysterious power which enables one who recites 
it to overcome various difficulties in life and reach heaven at'ter death. 
Obviously, the writer is anxious to preserve, through oral transmission, the 
text of the Gitii. Could the intensity of the need for preservation have 
been due to signs of general apathy and decadeace, or foreign influences 
threatening to snuff out the best thought of India ? 

The writer employs the device of the 1 ' frame" story making Siva the 
narrator and his consort Plirvati the questioner-cum-listener. Siva being 
omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent, is beyond limits of time and 
space, brith and death. He can view all life here as an interesting series of 
transmigrations of souls and physical transformations leading to their final 
evolution and emancipation. The transformations are linked together by a 
series of causes and effects. 

By making Siva the narrator, the poet can take a dispassionate 
panoramic view of life. Siva being beyond good and evil, no moral criticism 
of meu's actions is directly offered; men make mistakes, expiate for them 
and proceed on the path of spiritual evolution. These factors broaden 
the perspective so considerably that supernatural beings like Apsariis, 
Jµk~asas and ghosts can freel~ participate in the actioni 
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In each of the adhyayas the poet narrates a story to bring out the 
importance of an adhyll.ya of the Gita. Thus, the 175th adhyllya speaks 
of the 1st adhyaya of Gita and so on. Within the relatively short span of 
926 stanzas, the poet has gathered a surprisingly large crowd of characters. 
Kings, princes and their attendants, good .BrJ.hmaQas and bad ones, pro. 
stitutes, shepherds, highwaymen, hunters, gamblers, pilgrims, ploughmen, 
sages and several others appear on the scene to provide a fine, representa· 
tive cross-section of society in the poet's day. 

The background, too, varies from story to story. Now the poet takes 
us into beautiful cities and then to forests, or to lakes, Mramas and pastures, 
From the number of towns and holy places the poet mentions, it appears 
that he knew a good deal about them; but he is specially enthusiastic over 
the beauty of Prati~~hiina (on the Godavarl ), Kolhapura, Meghatikara and 
the capital of Kasmirama1;11;tala. 

The adhyiiyas also refer to common superstitions, marcantile activities, 
transport, amusements, vices and other matters pertaining to the way of life 
in the poet's times. If we make allowances for poetic licence, the impression 
we gain of life is fairly clear; it is valuable because it is an Indian writer's 
reaction to life in his own times. Of course, the poet's account is not as 
factual as those left by travellers who had visited India. Yet, the Pauraoic 
account has its own value as a reaction to life; it is a piece of " inside " 
information, 

Though it would not be proper to form generalizations with reference 
to only eighteen adhyayas, it seems that the traditional caste sub-caste-wise 
division of society prevailed and Brahminical idealism was esteemed though 
not all BrahmaQas lived up to it. It appears that some Drahmai:ias could not 
keep themselves within the Brahmai:ia fold, and formed alliances with mem
bers of other and " lower •' orders too. Despite such irregularities and the 
wide variety of localities in which the action in the stories takes place, a more 
or less uniform pattern of life seems to have been well-established all over 
India. This suggests a fundamental cultural unity throughout the sub-conti· 
nent. When we consider the size of the land mass, the paucity of means of 
communication and spread of education, we do wonder how such unity 
could have been established at all in the first instance, because cultural unity 
is not brought about in a day. 

The characters in the stories belong to different walks of life. For 
the sake of convenience we shall deal with them classwis~. 

A. a.-10 
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I. KINGS: 

Klngs figure prominently in adhyiiyas 180, 186, 188, 189, 190, 191. 
Their domains lie as far off as Ka~mfra, Prati~~hiina on the Godii.varI, Saura
~fra, and Sinihaladvipa. To the degree possible in so short a span, the poet 
shows an admirable variety in the tastes, pre-occupations and pursuits of the 
kings, which lends an individuality to each of them. King Jiianasruti of 
Prati~thii.na is a reputed, pious man much given to ritualistic worship and 
sacrifices, yet careful of the welfare of his people ( 180.15-20 ). From his 
strong desire and efforts to meet Raikya, the Briihmavadin, it is clear that he 
is keen to attain complete liberation from all worldly bonds. Perhaps this 
story is an echo of the Upani~adic story of Raikva of the cart. The account 
of his meeting with Raikya brings out the king's generosity, desire to learn, 
and deep humility ( 180.91-100 ). 

The king in adhyaya 186, though fond of sacrifices, uses them as a 
means to attain worldly glory as his performance of a horse-sacrifice (Haya
medha) suggests ( 186.35 ). Unfortunately, the gods steal his sacrificial 
horse and he himself dies of some disease leaving the sacrifice incomplete. 
Jlis dutiful son, however, is bent on fulfilling his father's wishes. By the 
grace of Mahiilak~ml of Kolhapura, and the spiritual powers of Siddha• 
samiidhi, the sage, the Prince is able to accomplish what he sets out to do, 
and something more : he brings bis father back to !if e. 

Some important points which the story suggests may be made here : 
( 1 ) The reference to Mahalak~mI at Kolhiipura indicates that the city and 
its presiding deity had come to be widely known in the poet's day and 
enjoyed much prosperity. The reference might indicate the antiquity of the 
shrine or, if the shrine is not so old as it would appear to be, point to the 
time of composition of the adhyiiyas. 

( 2) The extraordinary powers attributed to Siddhasamiidhi supposed to 
have been gained by him through his study and practice of the principles 
in the 12th adhyiiya of the Gita dealing with Bhaktiyoga, imply the superio
rity of spiritual enlightenment and a disciplined life to mere ritualistic practi
ces and, especially, animal sacrifices; this is clearly mentioned in adhyii.ya 
183, stanzas 5 and 6 by the sacrificial goat himself. The obvious conclusion 
is that the idea of attaining complete liberation from the cycle of birth and 
death through discipline and pursuit of knowledge had gained a firm hold on 
the minds of the educationists who composed the Purai;ia _for the benefit of 
the laity. 

( 3) Of much importance to antiquarians is a reference to a curious method 
of preservins a dead body. It reminqs one of the ~reservatioQ of Kin~ 
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Dasaratha's body pending the arrival of his son Dbarata in the Ramaya1JD. 
of Valrnlki. The Paurai;iic reference is a little more specific than that in the 
epic. The words in the Purai:ia are : taptatailena 5o~ayitva ( 186. 35 ), and 
taptatailena So~ital]. ( 186. 53 ), which indicate that the body of the deceased 
king was "dried" with bot oil. Whether this method of preserving a dead 

body, even if only for a short time, was known and practised then it is worth 
looking into. 

Sauryavarma of Ka5mlramaQc).ala and his friend Vikramavetlila of 
Si:aihaladv]pa ( adhyaya 188 ), Narasi1pha of GaucJ.ade5a ( adhyaya 189 ), 
KbacJ.gabahu of SauriiHrikapura in Gurjaramai;icJ.ala and his friend the King 
of Simhaladvlpa ( adhyayas 190, 191) are all more fond of worldly pleasures 
than those in Adhyayas 180 and 186. These five kings are more like ordi· 
nary mortals than the spiritually inclined intellectuals; therefore, their acti· 
vities afford very lively and vivid but fleeting glimpses of life at royal courts 
of the day. 

Adhyaya 188 affords a brief but exciting account of King Vikrama· 
vetala of Simhaladv)pa out on a bare-hunt. Having received a gift of a· 
pair of hunting Kiismlra dogs (bitches) from his friend Sauryavarmii, 

Vikramavetiila decides to put them to the test. 

The king rides to the hunting ground in a beautifully decorated 

palanquin. Attendants fan him with ciimaras, drummers and musicians 
who precede him play music and princes accompany him. Obviously, a royal 
hunt is a festive occasion. As this hunt is a test of canine skill and ability, 
human beings have plenty of leisure to look on and enjoy themselves. 

It is a very excited band. As there are two dogs, bets are laid on 
them. The excited princes are quite noisy. Entering into the spirit of 

the hunt, the King himself accepts a heavy wager ( 188.14, 15 ). No sooner 
a bare is started than the King gets out of his palanquin and, shouting · 

encouragements to his dog, unleashes her with his own hands, while the 
prince who banks on the other dog, does likewise. The wager between the . 

King and one of the princes indicates a free, unrestrained relationship diffe
rent from the formal behaviour at court. 

The description of the chase is very graphic. It shows the poet's excel• 
lent knowledge of the finer points of the chase; but it also shows that despite 
all the verve with which the poet describes the dogs' relentless pursuit of the 
hare, poet's sympathies are with the hare whose desperate attempts to escape 
from his pursuers are most faithfully recorded. The description of one of 
the hounds, with her nose to the ground, fixedly following the scent of the . 
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hare which has taken cover in a grassy patch is marvellously true to 1ife 
( 188. 16-30 ). The contrast between the turbulent world in which the hare 
lives in constant fear, and the peaceful one of the a5rama of Vatsa in which 
the poor creature dies, is not merely artistic but highly suggestive of the 
difference between a life led on the principle of acquisition and one lived 
on that of renunciation. 

Not all hunting expeditions end so happily for the hunter, however. 
The King in adhyaya 189 goes out to hunt. He mounts his favourite, a beau· 
tiful, proud horse. While chasing a deer, he outdistances his attendants and 
presumably, the deer gives him the slip. The tired, thirsty king, tethering 
his horse to a tree, looks about for water when, unexpectedly, the horse 
collapses. The skilful poet brings out the deep attachment between man and 
animal by showing the king removing the bridle and saddle with his own 
hands to ease the dying animal. It is a humane touch which does great 
credit to the poet. 

Adhyaya 189 illustrates a danger to which kings of the day were 
exposed and the precarious position of the crown. King Narasimha of 
Gau~ade5a was, to judge by the proud elephants and mettlesome horses in 
his stables, a prosperous, benevolent king who was a terror to his enemies. 
He trusted his army chief Samarabheruq~a, an ambitious man whose increas· 
ing power and prosperity the king should have curbed but did not. For this 
oversight the king had to pay dealry because the inevitable coup followed; 
though the poet does not give the sordid details, one can imagine all the 
horror from the poet's quiet statement that Samarabherui:i~a put not only 
his king but also the princes to the sword and had himself crowned. Un
fortunately for him, cholera ( vittucika ) claimed him as a victim. Regicide 
is common enough in the history of the nations of the world. The reference 
to cholera is significant for those interested in the history of medicne because 
it establishes that the disease was known and identified in the poet's day. 

The same adhyaya gives a graphic account of the king buying a 
horse. Horses, elephants, camels and oxen were a vital necessity to king and 
commoner alike in days before mechanization of transport. In general, tho 
poet gives glowing descriptions of elephants and horses in king's stables. 
:Qowever, the present reference provides some information about how buying 
and selling of horses was conducted. Apart from the good points of a horse 
which we learn from its beautiful description ( 189. 20-27 ) , we come to 
know that a young vagya bad brought it all the way from Sindhudesa to 
Gau~ade5a. The poet's statement that the horse was born in Sindhudella 

' 189. 12) would suggest that that area could have been a breeding-centre for 
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mettlesome horses, and perhaps a regular business in horses was carried on 
by horse-traders of that region; even in the recent past Kathiawar horses were 
well-known for their excellence as mounts. It is clear that merchants went 
from place to place, waited at palace gateways to show their animals and 
that kings retained experts in horselore to examine the exhibits ( 189.19 ). 

Elephants were symbols of military strength and affluence of kings 
and, therefore, their proud possessions ( 189. 3-5 ), but an elephant could 
occasionally be a source of trouble and anxiety to its owner as can be in
ferred from the brilliantly narrated episode of tbe elephant in must, owned by 
King Khac;tgabahu of Saurll~trikapura (adhyaya 190 ). 

The poet has devoted practically the whole of the adhyllya to a descrip· 
tion of elephant's mischief, and the destruction which the maddened anima 1 
caused. The poet shows us the keepers of tbe animal and other attendants 
frantically using goads ( ankutas) and bamboo sticks to bring the animal 
under control, the awe-stricken citizens guarding their children and watching 
from a safe distance but ready to run away at moment's notice ( 190.11, 12, 
15, 16, ). The king himself a responsible man, as it appears, rides out to 
watch and direct the operations ( 190.13-14 ), The young princes, too, are 
present ( 190.13-14 ). 

While apprehensive citizens watch the struggle between the beast and 
its keepers, thoughtless observers in the King's party, and the princes dare 
one another to control the animal and lay bets ( 191.S ), A foolhardy, but 
evidently courageous and skilful man accepts the challenge for a large reward 
and manages to mount the animal. Much against the advice of onlookers, he 
boasts of his prowess. Like a flash of lightning, Nemesis overtakes him. 
Pulling the boastful man down with ics trunk, the infuriated animal tears him 
limb by limb and scatters the bits all about him ( 191.4-9 ). Though horrible 
and gruesome, the poet describes the act with great realism, 

'Besides mentioning goads ( a7ikutas ), fetters, chains, an iron pole 
firmly embedded in the earth and a special building in which the elephant 
was housed, the poet refers to two-storeyed houses ( 190.14 ). These details 
should enable us to form an idea of the measures taken for the security of 
elephants and the kind of houses which could be seen in a prosperous town. 

Though the princes laying bets appear quite immature, the King's 
presence at the spot should be a sufficient indication of his sense of respon
sibility. He, at least, is not a specimen of decadent royalty in India of 
later days. 
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The coup which Samarabherui;i9a brought off, and the episode of the 
mad elephant illustrate how the peaceful course of day-to-day life could be 
disturbed. 

The migrations of the sickly elephant in adhyaya 191 bring some inte
resting points to our notice. The first is that the elephant, a gift from the 
King of Simhaladvipa to Kha9gabahu of Saurii.~~rikapura in Gurjaramar;i9ala, 
was carried across the water (jalamargeria) ( 190.2, 191.11 ). It indicates 
that a coastal marine traffic was carried on in the poet's day and that a vessel 
capable of shipping an elephant was not thought an impossibility. References 
to marine transport being rather rare, this one seems to be important enough 
to merit attention. 

The second point is that King Kha~gabahu made the elephant over to 
a wandering poet as a gift and the shrewd poet sold it to the King of Mnlava 
region. If Maiava is modern Mii~ava, it would mean that poets of the day 
were quite adventurous and traversed long distances in search of patronage 
and reward. This custom should explain how the poet of this portion of the 
Purar;ia came to know considerable detail about holy places all over India. 

From these interesting and revealing glimpses of the life of kings, it 
appears that rulers of the days of the Puriii;tas were, by and large, respon
sible persons preoccupied with the welfare of their subjects; they bad to 
maintain friendly relations with other kings far and wide, but also to keep 
themselves in readiness for war. Exchange of gifts was a way of cementing 
friendship. Kings had to keep an eye on their courtiers and not allow the 
latter to become powerful and insurgent. Some kings were, as it would seem, 
deeply interested in rituals and philosophy. 

Music and dancing, poetry and hunting would appear to have been 
favourite pastimes. Some of the ancillary activities of kings were meeting 
poets, tradesmen, doing reverence to dedicated wise men who lived in retire· 
ment, supervision of animals like horses and elephants. From references to 
voluntary abdication in favour of the heir-apparent, two points emerge for 
consideration : ( 1 ) some kings were sincere in their philosophical beliefs and 
gave up the crown to spend the last portion of their lives in seclusion and 
contemplation; ( 2 ) it was not necessary that a king should die before the 
crown could be passed on to the heir-apparent; and a period of regency until 
such time as the king should die was not necessary. The laws of the time 
provided for voluntary abdication. Curiously enough, none of these eighteen 
adhyayas refers to queens, princesses and the family life of kings ( adhyU:yaa 
)80, 188-191 ). 
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JI, BRAHMA't;AS : 

Next to kings, BriihmaQas figure largely in these adhyayas. From the 
implication of the stories, as also from a few specific examples of worthy 
Briihmagas ( adhyii.yas 176, 177, 179, 183-lb8, 19G, 191 ), it is clear that, in 
general, Brahmai;i.as tried to live up to the ideal Brahmanism; but the 
unflattering sketches of individual Briihma9as who had taken to unbecoming 
ways show that the poet noticed a distinct, wide, and perhaps widening, gulf 
between the Brahmanical ideal and the actual course of life followed by those 
born in Brii.hmai;ia families; innate tendencies, or changes in the socio-econo· 
mic environment may have caused the deviation. The poet notes the 
decadence with some dissatisfaction - even implied disapproval - which may 
account for his anxious attempt to persuade his listeners to live up to the 
traditional ideal. 

The general tenor of his advice is that BriihmaQas should lead a disci· 
plined life, devote themselves to intellectual pursuits, practise austerity and 
not run after riches and the pleasures of the world. What is most surprising 
is that we find Brahmai;ia women among the deviants. 

The poet does not approve of the merely ritualistic practices and sacri· 
fices. He places peace of mind and steady pursuit of the Ultimate Reality 
far above them, indicating his preference for cultivation of character and 
philosophical detachment as in 176.4; he shows concrete examples like Batu, 
Sunanda, Vasudeva and Vatsa ( 179.l l, 185.19, 20, 187.61, 1158.28 ). The 
poet's accent is definitely on an understanding, thoughtful approach to life 
and on enlightenment ( 183.10-13 ). 

How low a Briihmai;ia could fall is well illustrated through several 
examples. Susarma, an agriculturist, neither meditates, nor offers sacrifices, 
nor tells his beads nor welcomes guesss. He is fond of l!quor and meat 
( 175.32-33 ) ; Durda ma is extremely covetous ( 176.21 ) ; JaQa, not content 
with liquor, keeps shop, gambles, hunts animals, is a lecher and turns a robber 
( 177-1-3 ); Piogala, instead of studying the Vedas, becomes a musician, finds 

-favour at court, indulges in fault-finding and lives with a low-class woman 
( 179.2-7); though Sankukarl).a, a tradesman, is relatively a better person, he 
h highly covetous, and seems to be unusually fond of acquiring wives as the 
reference to his fourth wife shows ( 181.4 ). KuSilava's dominant passion is 
acquisition of money, to satisfy which, he, though a Briihmar:ia, will accept 
gifts made in connection with obsequies ( 182.9 ). Bhava5arma is, perhaps, 
the limit. He lives with a prostitute (perhaps, runs a brothel), is fond of 
meat and drink, robs the good, gambles, and keeps bad company ( 182.2-5 ) • 

. Tqe circµII!stances of his d~ath are in keeping with his course of life. Durio' 
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a drinking bout be drinks so much that it disagrees with him and kills him • 
. The unnamed greedy BrahmaQa in adhyiiya 187 is a learned but unenlighten
ed man. Casting all rules to the winds, he conducts Vedic services for those 
who are not entilled to them, accerts all kinds of gifts and, jealous of other 
Briihmai;ias, reviles them ( 187.45-47). The last glimpse of this greedy 
Bhik~uka is very pathetic. HRlf blind with age, reduced to skin and bone, 
he hobbl':!s along from place to place collecting fees. A street-dog bites him; 
he collapses and dies in the street ( 187.47-51 )- In comparison with these 
9 ' drop-outs " the Brahma~a agriculturist who is far too absorbed in guarding 
his rice-crop to help a passer-by attacked by ~ vulture, is a very mild type 
( 185.76-89). 

:.· 

The use of the word Bhik~uka ( 187-46 ). and not Briihmai;ia, in refer• 
ring to the greedy old man in the story is quite significant. It suggests that a 
class of practising priests who had learnt how to conduct rituals and who 
said prayers and conducted rituab for a consideration bad established itself 
in the poet's day. This class seems to have had little to do with the pursuit 
of pure learning recommended for Briihmru~as. Among the Brahmai;ias, the 
Siistris and learned Vedic scholars who adhered to traditional rules of 
conduct would appear to have formed one group while the Bhik~ukas, the 
unscrupulous officiating priests seem to have formed another. 

The contrast between the enlightened idealistic Brahrnai;ias and those 
who bad no use for ideals is all the more striking for the poet's realistic 
presentation of the back-sliders. As Siva who is above good and evil is the 
nurator, there is no vituperative comment. 

Though there could have been social, economic and other forces which 
compelled those born in Brahma1,1a families to give up the traditional way of 
life, strangely enough, the poet does not mention them. It is not easy to 
account for the omission. 

It may. therefore, be presumed that external pressure or innate ten
dencies had driven Brahma1,1as into adopting unworthy ways of life. Agricul• 
ture, music, shop-keeping were some of the new professions adopted by 
Brahma~as. Those who followed them do not seem to have been held in as 
much respect as Lbose who pursued learning for its own sake. Dicing, drink· 
ing and the like were habits undesirable for anyone and very much so for 
Brahmai;ias, while cheating and robbing people were positively criminal 
activities. From the poet's reference to the Bhik~ukas who bad taken to such 
courses, it might be suggested that a positive decadence had set in among 
~he Brahmo~as of the poet's day. The narrative concernin~ Bhik~ukas wou14 
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also suggest that the class had been able to establish itself probably because 
the common people were fond of rituals and sacrifices. 

Going on a pilgrimage appears to have been a regular praclice among 
the devout Brahmai;ias of the day ( 185.23-24 ). Pilgrims seem to have form• 
ed groups and walked long distances. They halted at shrines on the way, 
bathed, offered pi1.ja to the presiding deity. Shelter for the night was asked 
for, and it was given by householders in the towns on the way ( 185.37 ). 
This speaks much for the hospitality or the hosts and respectability or the 
guests. 

III, WOMEN: 

Though rather small, the group of characters which claims our atten• 
tion next is that of the women in the stories. Queens, princesses, aristocratic 
ladies and those from respectable families do not appear on the scene at all 
(except when very general references to groups are made as in adhyiiya 180 ), 
That, as a rule, good, busy, respectable women who capably managed their 
part in life existed, is to be inferred; but most of the women who appear as 
individual characters in these stories are evil or quite formidable like the 
Brahmal)a's wayward wife in adhyiiya 176, that in adhyiiya 182 and Duriicara 
in adhyaya 187. Arug.a in adhyiiya 179 is not a Briihmai;ia by birth but a 
vicious, low-class woman. The mildest of these evil specimens is the Brah
mai;i.a's wife who, sharing his greed in life, shared his fate after death. ( 182 ). 

The poet neither idealizes nor idolizes women, but" presents them as 
being fully as fallible as men, just human beings prone to be swayed by 
passions. The absence of any respectable women characters is, artistically, a 
drawback because it leaves an impression of unrelieved feminine depravity. 

In adhyaya 176, the Brahmal)a's pretty, young wife displays a weak
ness for the embraces of a Ca1;u;lala ( 176. 25-26 ) while her husband is away 
attending to business; there is room to infer that she misbehaves because she 
is dissatisfied with her husband's evil ways. 

Duracara ( 187 ), a curse to her good husband, provides a fuller pic
ture of loose woman. Self-willed and very passionate, she refuses to sleep 
with her hasband, gads about with her admirers and is hardly at home. Bent 
on her amorous pursuits but careful to keep up appearances, she has a cot· 
tage for herself which her paramours built in a wood. Her addiction to drink 
is rather an uncommon trait for a BriihmaI}a woman. The poet lends a humo• 
rous touch to this portrait of an unpleasant character when he tells his readers 
that she kept her io--laws at bay by repeatedly threatening them ( 187.6-9 ), 
The poet's description of this passionat~ woman slippin~ out of her hQuso 

+s.-11 
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one night and roaming about the moonlit forest in search of her paramour 
turns her into a symbo1 of passion rather than an individual (187. 24-30 ). 

Arm.iii, the wife of Piitgala, a Brahmapa who turned a musician, is 
frankly a low adventuress. She has no love for Pingala; he is only an obstacle 
in her way. Very deliberately, and in cold blood, she cuts his throat and 
carefully buries him ( 179. 7-8 ). 

These evil women are extraordinary characters. They show the tre· 
mendous potential for evil present even in women, usually considered rather 
weak and very tender-hearted. The evil woman in adhyaya 187 illustrates 
how thoroughly a woman could ruin the life of a good man. From these 
examples it is clear that where evil tendencies are concerned, caste and class 
are no guarantee of good conduct. 

The courtezan in adhyaya 175 forms a refreshing contrast to these 
horrible women. The agonies of a bullock which lies dying in a street move 
her to pity. In order that the soul or the bull may rest in peace, she sponta
neously gives a part of the merit she has gained through good works. She, 
being a courtezan, has hardly any respectable position in life, and is supposed 
to have litlle affection or love for anyone. Yet the very spontaneity of her 
act of charity distinguishes her as a human being among a group of detesta• 
bly heartless women. 

We have a pleasant but all too brief a view of a married woman 
engaged in the innocent occupation of teaching her pet Siirikii ( 184.69 ). So 
innocent is this recreation that her husband's displeasure seems unjustifiably 
harsh. 

In addition to women, the poet presents Apsariis, semi-divine beings, 
in their traditional role of temptresses ( adhyaya 178 ). As specimens of 
character, they have little value. 

In general, the poet is as critical of women as he is of men. His rea
listic presentation or evil women underlines the fact that like men, women 
a]so ·are prone to be misled by passions. His presentation of good and eYil 
men provides excellent contrast values while his omission of worthy women 
deprives the reader or the other side of the picture. However, the poet's 
examples of mischievous, wayward women serve to show that women can be 
far different from the meek, submissive and demure creatures that they 
appear to be in the idealistic pictures presented by romantic writers, Our 
poet shows how, when a woman chooses to take liberties, she might thorou
ghly ruin the life of her husband or may go to the length of murdering him. 
The poet seems to be well aware that though, ideall~, marriage may meap 
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perfect co-operation between husband and wife, in reality it may be fu 
different and the wife may be as much to blame as the husband. The poet'& 
realistic outlook on this vital aspect of human happiness is admirable. 

IV. OTHER FIGURES: 

There are, in these stories, other interesting characters which serve to 
illuminate defferent aspects of life, despite the fact that the poet sketches 
them with a light touch. 

The group of children in a hermitage, trooping out into the forest 
( perhaps, to gather firewood ), chance upon a young parrot separated from 
its parents. Moved by the little fellow's plight, they bring it back to the 
hermitage, put it in a cage and patiently teach it to repeat the Gita. This 
act of mercy is delightfully refreshing in a world torn with conflict. The 
Viiguri bird-catcher who steals the parrot from the hermitage and sells it to 
a courtezan forms a distinct contrast to the kind children from the hermitage 
( 175.48-51 ). The Viiguri is no respecter of persons; he makes no difference 
between a hermitage and an ordinary man's house. Whatever the place and 
whoever the person, he will steal what be can. This incident underscores 
the difference between man and man and helps us to understand why it is 
difficult for members of one class to accept those of another. 

A very interesting figure is the shepherd in adhyaya 176 who, after 
taking his flock of sheep out to graze, quietly settles down to his contempla
tion of the Ultimate Reality. In the beautiful surrounding he loses con• 
sciousness of the " self"; peace descends on all about him as he sits 
entranced ( 176.13 ). But life has not been always peaceful for him; be has 
bad encounters with beasts of the jungle as his account of a leopard stalking 
one of his sheep and his own hasty retreat shows ( 176.13-17 ). Another 
interesting character is the patient, devoted worshipper who regularly wor
ships a Siva·tiilgam in the forest just because he likes doing it ( 176.43-50 ). 

The inclusion of these two characters could be very deliberate because 
through them the poet suggests a clear distinction between a learned man and 
an enlightened man. Learning, i.e., book-learning, may have been the 
prerogative of the BriihmaQa; but, as the poet seems to suggest, the right to 
search for, and the eminence to comprehend, the Ultimate Reality is open 
to all alike. The learned Briihmai;ia could deteriorate into a Bhik~uka, or 
give up any pretence to learning and become a greedy, vicious shopkeeper; 
but a humble shepherd or a sincere devotee might become a revered sage. 

If this conjecture be granted, it is clear that in the poet's day, the 
accent had shifted from book-learning and performance of rituals to deve1opci 
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ment of a thoughtful approach to life and to pursuit of Truth. the poet 
·suggests the need to develop a humanitarian outlook on lire, to understand 
the individuaJ•s proper place in a grand scheme of things, to comprehend the 

meaning of life and the interdependence of the several forms of life. He 
seems to wish men to appreciate and strive for a harmonious social existence. 
The accent is definitely on enlightenment and wisdom as also on the welfare 
-of the entire community rather than the class or the individual. 

The disapproval of animal sacrifices ( 183, 10-14) may be interpreted 
as acceptance of Jain views; but it could be taken to indicate a full under· 
·standing of the inter-relation of all forms of life, of the common link of 

"soul" or" life-force" between man and other animals and of the right to 
live which all forms of life other than man have. This is, perhaps, in keeping 
with the implication in the Manusmrti ( V. 55 ). 

V, TRAVEL: 

The story of the Brahmai;ia who had turned trader illustrates the 
dangers of the road and difficulty of obtaining news of travellers. This un
scrupulous man robs some people who wish to have a sacrifice performed, 

proceeds North and, with bis ill-gotten capital, buys musk, black agaru and 
camaras which he would sell on his return home. On bis return journey, 
night overtakes him forcing him to rest under a tree. Highwaymen murder 
him during the night and make off with his goods ( 177. 3-7 ). 

From the particulars of the inquiries which this unworthy man's son 
makes about his missing father's whereabouts ( 177.10-11) an ingenious 
method of obtaining news seems to have been followed, Travellers would go 
up and down the roads and halt at stages on the way. Those going, for 
instance, north would meet those proceeding to the south at these halting
places. Each party would entrust messages to the other and thus news 
would be relayed. As both parties shared the necessity of passing the news 
on, they could trust each other to give the messages. 

Suuanda in adhyaya 185 symbolizes the devout BrahmaQa on a pil
grimage. He sets out at a particularly auspicious time when Jupiter is in 
Leo. This is a custom even to-day and pilgrims flock in large numbers to 
Nasik and Tryambakesvara near it. Obviously, Sunanda sets out on his 

·pilgrimage with a group of pilgrims ( 185.37 ). His meeting with a Riik~asa 
· may be dismissed as a fiction but it indicates that on occasion such pilgrims 

were entirely at the mercy of unscrupulous people in towns on the way. The 
long list of names or holy places which Sunanda visited, as the charioteer of 

•. ~iug Jiianasruti also did (189.29-86 ), shows the poet's knowledge of them 
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and suggests that, despite the hazards of the road, people did travel long 
distances all over India, 

Though Sunanda comes out none the worse for his encounter with a 
Riikl?asa, not all pilgrims were so very fortunate as to remain unscathed. 
The poet's account of how the well-laid plans of an old lady who wished to 
visit Dvaraka were negativated is humorous and quite racy ( adbyaya 183 ). 
The old dame looks for a horse and a brewer palms off his toothless old 
horse on her. Delighted with her bargain she together with two or three of 
her children, mounts the horse and they alt set off for Dviiraka. On the way 
the overburdened old animal gets stuck in mud into which he begins to sink 
deeper and deeper. Dismounting, the children urge it on with shouts and 
slaps, belabour it with sticks and pelt it with stones. What with age, and 
fatigue, and the deep mud. the poor animal dies leaving the crestfallen woman 
and her brood to foot it home ( 183.27-53 ). 

The tally of pilgrims is complete when we mention the journey to 
VaragasI which the dutiful son of the unworthy Briihma9a made to perform 
the last rites of bis unfortunate father ( 177 )· 

Among the other peripatetic characters in these stories we find one 
which is quite a familiar one in the streets of Indian towns and cities even 
to-day. It is that of a monkey-ward and his performing monkey going from 
door to door entertaining excited children with the tricks of his monkey. The 
heartless man beats his monkey when it makes some mistake; the poor crea
ture dies ( 183. I 6-23 ). The poet's sympathies are clearly with the monkey 
which he sketches in with amazing realism. The account of monkey-ward 
beautifully illustrates how some " institutions '' of the pauriiq.ic day arc still 
alive in India though there have been radical changes in many other respects 
over the centuries. 

The Brahama~1a turned musician ( adhyaya 179 ), parasites who live off 
others ( 182. 4, 187.8). and the poet who receives an elephant as a gift 
( 191.14-15 ), represent unconventional world. 

Bird-catchers ( 179.12 ), a thieving Viiguri ( 175.50 ), and highwaymen 
( adhyiiya 177 ) represent the uncultivated classes and their occupations. 
These types belong to the countryside, the woods and forests. 

VI. ANlMALS : 

Apart from human being!", animals and birds figure as characters in 
these stories. The writer attributes human qualities and fc elings to them so 
that they appear as souls undergoing evolution. The performing monke,y 
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(in adhyaya 183) and the sorrowful elephant (in adhyiiya 191) are two 
such creatures. 

Oxen, the usual draught animals in India, do not appear always to have 
been kindly treated ( adhyliya 175 ). Horses were employed to carry goods 
and human beings, spirited, noble horses being specially maintained by 
kings ( adhyii}·as 183, 186, J 89 ), as personal mounts for purposes of peace 
and war. Sheep and goats are referred to as useful animals, goats being also 
used for sacrificial purposes ( adhyiiays 176, 183 ). The tiger and the leopard, 
predatory animals, seem to have been more commonly met than they are 
now ( adhyiiyas 176, J 87). Curiously, the monkey in adhyilya 176 is a wise 
one while that in adhyaya 183 is a poor performing animal. While fine pedi· 
gree KiiSmlra dogs make a present fit for a king ( adhy~ya 188 ), poor speci· 
mens roam the streets and steal food ( adhyiiyas 183, 187 ). The life-like 
presentation of dogs testifies to the poee•s power of minute observation. 
Elephants fascinate our poet as his glowing descriptions of the animals show 
( adhyayas 189,190,191 ). The hare figures only once as a hunted animal 
( adbyiiya 188 ). 

The parrot and the sarikii would seem to have been popular pets. 
Vultures are represented as being ferocious enough to attack a human being. 
Swans, placed in a special category, are shown to be migratory birds 
( adhyiiyas 180, J 84 ). Whether they came down south as far as Prati~thiina 
on the G6diivarl as the poet says they did, needs verification. 

VII. SUPERSTITIONS : 

Superstitions regarding ghosts and spirits appear to have formed a 
potent in the life of the common people. Of the sinister spirits mentioned in 
the stories, the r:;>akiQl in adhyiiya 176 and the Riik11asa have cannibalistic 
propensities. The former is especially food of human blood, roams the 
forests and is shunned by people ( 176.28, 29 ). The Riik~asa, though a 
cannibal, is a, little more benign than the r:;>akii;ii and honourable enough to 
keep his pact with the residents of a city ( 185.51-53 ). The Graha ( 177.7) 
seems to signify the ghost of a high·caste person who has followed an 
improper mode of life and has died in an accident. The learned but cove· 
tous Brlihmai;ia is doomed to become a Brahmariik~asa after death, and to 
live in trees or deserts or forests bemoaning his lot ( 182. 8-IO). 

Giving away an image representing Kiilapuru~a on the occasion of a 
·solar eclipse seems to have been a custom. It was believed that the idol 
was so surcharged wiLh Evil that no learned BrabmaQa would accept the g\ft 
( 183. 37-40, 43 ). Another curious belief concerns the cobra. A miserlyB 
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rich Briihmar:ia (in adhyDya 187) buries his treasure for safety. He dies of 
snake-bite. Becoming a cobra, his spirit haunts the place where the treasure 
lies. His sons, to whom he appears in a dream, have a ceremony called 
Niiriiyagabali performed so that the deceased's soul may be liberated. The 
belief that a cobra guards buried treasure still persists and the Nilrii.yagabali -
Nagabali is still performed at Tryambakdvara near Nasik as far as this 
writer is aware."' 

Belief in the efficacy of animal sacrifices appears to have been current 
in the poet's time as the reference to Hayamedha (in adbyaya 186) presu· 
~ably performed somewhere near Kolbapura, and that to a goat·sacrifice (in 
adhyliya 183) indicate. The Hayamedha sounds like an echo from the epics; 
if such a sacrifice was really performed in the poet's day, it could only have 
been a local, not a wide spread affair as in the epics. 

References to the goat-sacrifices are more significant than that to the 
horse-sacrifice. Stanzas 2-4 of adhyii.ya 183 suggest that the learned 
Brahrnai;ia, Mii.dhava, is the Yajamiina in what appears to be a Vedic ritua1. 
The sacrificial goat who, in a previous lire was a Brahrnai;ia, speaks of a 
sacrifice which be, the goat, bad performed then. The goat·Briihmar:ia's 
child had been dangerously ill. The child's mother had vowed to sacrifice a 
goat to goddess Ca1:u;lika if, by her grace, the child recovered, which it event· 
ually did. The vow was fulfilled by the goat-Brii.hrnai;ia in a temple dedicated 
to Cai;ic;likii. This sacrifice appears to have been different from the Vedic 
sacrifice. The offering to Cagc;likii suggests substitution of a life for life. 
Perhaps, it means acceptance of an extra-Vedic practice by a Briihmai:ia as a 
matter of extreme necessity. To the poet, the idea of sacrificing an animal 
was repugnant. The arguments of the goat's mother against such a sacrifice 
indicate a highly humanitarian view and the poet's advocacy of it suggests a 
definite advance in thought regarding man in relation to the animal world 
about him. 

Lastly, we may mention that the prophetic character of dreams in 
adhyaya 181 was believed in and it was accepted that there could be a 
correspondence between the world of dreams and that of reality. 

VIII. VICES: 

The poet makes no attempt to conceal the vices of his characters. The 
vices are much the same as those prevailing to·day. Illicit sex-relations 

0 T. N. Patankar: Nii,.iiya1.1abali N'llgab11li. pub, by the Author, Tryambakeswara, 
:plst. Naslk, 2nd edition, lUG7. · · 
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figure prominently in these stories. Very impartially, the poet shows that in 
this respect women are as prone to go astray as are men. On this point, it 
may be remarked here that there is no idolization of women as innocent 
victims of the predatory male. Even respectable families may produce dis• 
reputable children, male as well as female. In some stories women appear 
as temptresses. The charming young woman who wears a pearl in her nose· 
ring ( adhyaya 184) and the two apsaras who tempt Satyatapas ( adhyil.ya 
178 ), belong to this kind. Common harlots like the one who murdered her 
"husband" ( adhyaya 179) and courtezans specially trained ( adhyaya 175 ), 
were professional temptresses to be avoided. Though the poet himself 
writes of the sister arts of music and dancing with insight, he seems to dis• 
approve of them as they act as corrupting influences. 

Dicing seems to have been a common vice; similarly laying wagers on 
hounds when out hunting, or on personal valour and skill ( adhyiiya 191) 
appear to have been common practices. 

It would seem that drinking was more freely indulged in than one 
would imagine. A Brahmar_:ia and, surprisingly enough, a Briihmal)a woman, 
could fall for the vice. The terms used for alcoholic drink are Madhu, 
Mad ya and Varur;ii; but in adhyaya 182. 4-5, the poet refers more specifi· 
cally to a drink made from the fruit of the Tala (palm). Whether it means 
modern Toddy or something else which was a special kind of drink needs to 
be investigated. The mention of a brewer and his horse points to a regular 
business in liquor ( adhyaya 183 ). 

Hunting was a royal pastime and neither a business nor a vice among 
the higher classes. Members of the lower orders like Jalikas ( adhyaya 
179) and Vaguris ( adhyaya 175 ), however, catch birds and other animals 
for food or sale, and, with them, hunting is an occupation. 

IX. MERCHANTS AND MERCHANDISE : 

In these stories references to commodities bought and sold are few. 
From them it seems that merchants travelled far and wide selling krtroa· 
agaru. camara, musk and horses. The first three are products from the 
colder northern region of the Himiilayan ranges. The fourth is from Sindhu· 
dda in the west of India. It was the merchant who went the round of his 
customers and not vice-versa as it is now. The poet•s reference to heaps of 
pearls and stacks of sandalwood in the houses of the rich merchants of Prati· 
~thilna suggests an extensive business in these commoditie~ a• this towq 

which was apparently an important marti 
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X, DISEASES : 

Only two diseases are referred to in these stories, viz., Vi~iicik! 
(cholera ) ( 189. 11 ) aod Bhagandara (fissure or fistula) ( 179. IO). Mai:ii. 
mantra aod au~adhi are the standard lines of treatment mentioned ( 181. 6 ). 
It seems that it was the custom to cover the body of a person dying of 
snakebite with Picumanda ( Neem?) leaves ( 181. 7) though why it was done 
is oot explained. 

XL TREASURE : 

Burying treasure was the safest course of guarding it from thieves. It 
was believed that if a covetous person who had buried his treasure died 
before he could ensure that the treasure should fall into the hands of his 
rightful successor, the deceased's soul would be born as a cobra and guard 
the hoard ( adbyaya 187 ). 

XII. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS: 

The general impression of the political organization which one forms 
is that of a large area divided into small principalities ruled over by kings. 
The principalities may have been grouped together as the word Mal)~ale 

appended to Kilsmira suggests. The kings seem to have been peace-loving 
and contented with their domains, but watchful and prepared to counter any 
aggression. They are said to have been full of regard for the welfare of 
their subjects. Two of them are interested in religious practices end one in 
spiritual matters. A revolution is a possibility which a king may not ignore 
as the poet indicates. 

Towns and centres of pilgrimage dot the land, but most of the land is 
open countryside, woods and forests. Agriculture in the main, sheep·rear
iog, and commerce appear as the principal occupations of the people. 

The division of the total population into four groups, namely, 
Briihmai:ias, K~atriyas, Vaisyas and Siidras does not seem to have been 
absolutely rigid though the general pattern holds good. The Brahmai;ias, 
especially, seem to have become lax in discipline as can be judged from those 
who had taken to professions like shop-keeping, music, agriculture, vices 
like dicing, drinking, and criminal practices and robbing. Even among 
u educated" Briihmai;ias relatively few are devoted to learning; the others 
are driven into becoming Bhik~ukas running after money. 

The poet himself seems to place enlightenment above mere learning 
and practice of rituals, Hi~ accent is o~ an effort to comprehend all 

~.lf,-~2 
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existence as a whole, well-co·ordinated unit in which each individual bas a 
part to play for a while. The poet's view of life involves a far broader time· 
span than that in the literature of modern times. Our poet thinks of life 
here as a working out of one's good or evil actions and this enables him to 
treat of many transmigrations of the soul. Whether one agrees with the 
poet on this point or not, one can hardly fail to recognize bis sincerity and 
the novelty of the unified view of Existence. 

The decline of the Brahmai;iical ideal suggests a society undergoing a 
gradual but definite change, it being reasonable to presume that what forced 
the most well-educated group to go off the standard could not have failed to 
affect other groups also. That the decline would lead to disintegration, and 
decadence is what the poet appears to have foreseen. Repeatedly he suggests 
that pursuit of pleasure is m:ither profitable nor proper for a traditionally 
cultivated class. 

The poet's descriptions of cities and towns, the wealth of merchant etc. 
leave an impression of great prosperity; but covetous Bhik~ukas, thieving 
Viiguris, highwaymen, monkey-wards, stray dogs roaming the streets, Br!hma-
1,1as turned tradesmen and musicians also suggest great poverty side by side 
with great prosperity as is the case in modern cities like Bombay and Calcutta. 

The lower orders are only occasionally mentioned; but it appears that 
jungle-folk like Viiguris and Jillikas were not accepted within the general 
social structure but stood on the borderline. Yet a philosophical shepherd 
could be an honoured member of society despite his class and occupation. 

Though steady, change is slow in coming and the poet seems to be 
making an effort to maintain a structural status quo; still, be would have a 
greater degree of enlightenment among the people. The poet's insistence on 
the humanitarian ideal, on treating all forms of life with respect and kind· 
ness, on a disinterested pursuit of knowledge shows a definite advance in 
thought on the relation between man and his cosmic environment. Perhaps, 
the poet believed that such a readjustment of the viewpoint would cause a 
change in the social, economic, and political areas. 

The ideal of " the good individual " rather than '1 the good citizen " 
fascinates our poet. He wishes that people should realize, through the Gita. 
the eternal values and make an effort to preserve them so that irrespective of 
differences, the whole of society might form a homogeneous, well-knit unit. 
Some of the poet's ideas compare well with Bertrand Russell's ideas. 

As said at the beginning, this group of eighteen adhyliyas forms a very 
jQteresting unit which rields not only considerable informatio~ about t~~ 



VIGNETTES, ViEWS AND VOGUES FROM THE PADMAPURA~A 91 

day-to-day life of the people of India, but also suggests a philosophical point 
of view, adoption of which would bring peace, if not prosperity, to the in· 
dividual citizen. 

XIII. THE POET AND BEAUTY : 

This discussion of the adhynyes would not be complete without some 
observations on the poet's extraordinary sensitivity to Beauty and his wonder· 
ful power of expressing his appreciation of it. 

He does not indulge in tropes, but reveals, in a few highly suggestive 
but telling expressions, the essence of various aspects of the Beauty he sees 
all about him. Cities, forests bathed in moonlight, birds, movements of 
men and women, sounds - all charm him. The amazing cathoJicity of his 
taste suggests a very sensitive, cultured mind. 

The poet has a special way of looking at cities. He rarely describes 
·an individual item, a single distinctive feature such as a gateway, a building, 
or a fountain. He is, rather, charmed by the beauty of contour which 
structures, looked at as masses, form. He thinks of a city as a jewel set in 
the landscape. Tops of palaces, tall turrets gleaming in the bright Indian 
sunlight, fluttering flags fanning the tired horses of the sun ( 180.7-10 ), 
somke rising thick and high from sacrificial fires, the massive contours of a 
palace resembling the serried ranks of Himalayan peaks ( 180.11 ), are all 
suggestive details for a painter to put into a picture. The white mansions, 
golden domes, blue ftags, swans and lotuses of the capital of Klismira move 
the poet to enthusiasm which is almost nostalgic ( 180.70-96 ). He subordi· 
nates all details so as to produce a unified impression of a beautiful, well-laid
out city in its proper perspective. 

The poet suggests the activity, the bustle, the pulsation of life in a city 
by ingeniously and symbolicalJy referring to the sounds which rise from them. 
For instance, in Meghankara, the hum comprises the sounds of Briihmar;i.as 
reciting the Vedas, the neighing of horses, notes of music, vocal and instru • 
mental ( 185.5-11 ). Suggesting not only life but also the variety of activity 
in the city as it does, this is a very clever device. 

The jingle of ladies• bangles and anklets, little bells on girdles ( 185.lQ, 
180.6, 10-1 l ), helps the reader to visualize the graceful movements of women 
·engrossed in typically feminine activities like pounding rice, drawing water 
from wells, tripping home with water·pots balanced on the bead, and dan
cing. As a variation, high-pitched, short exclamations and the sound of 
chattering symbolize girls at play in Prati~thilna ( 180.6-7 ). 
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Such use of sounds suggests the varied, ceaseless movements of men 
and women, the regular ebb and flow of life's activity; it is an index to the 
writer's rich imagination, delicate sense of beauty, power of expression and 
the high quality of his technique which is surprisingly modern. 

The poet is equally sensitive to the beauty of nature different aspects 
of which he brings out with deft touches. Flowers bending before the breeze, 
their pervasive fragrance, the hum of bees drunk on nectar, the softness of 
lotus petals, are some of the percepts to which the poet gives beautiful ex
pression ( 176.12, 180.76, 82). It must be specially mentioned here that the 
sensations which move the poet are not only visual but also olfactory, tactile 
and auditory. Such all-round appreciation of beauty is very rare, and it 

substantiates this author's view about the catholicity of the poet's taste. 

It is not alone in communicating delightful experience through sugges
tive description that the writer excels. He uses attitudes, movements, gestures 
to suggest variation of moods, and states like abjectness and contentment. 
Of this the following may be mentioned as excellent examples : the slinking 
of a suspicious, frightened, stray dog ( 183.20-23 ), the involuntary toss of 
the head of an exhausted, dying horse ( 183.30 ), the musk deer's reOective 
rumination suggesting dreamy contentment ( 184.21 ), the silvery moonlight 
signifying welcome coolness ( 187.17-22 ), the growl and ominous twitching 
of a tiger's tail ( 187, 35-36) indicating his ferociLy. This device enables the 
writer to render a complete mental state, an attitude, a point of view with 
great economy as well as vivideness. 

The physical beauty of women receives its meed of praise from the 
poet. When he speaks of an individual woman, his description is not much 
more than a mere catalogue of her charms ( 177.24, 25; 184,59, 60 ). But the 
poet, aware of the limitation5 of this method, emloys it sparingly. He 
attempts to communicate the indefinable grace of well-formed limbs in 
movement, the appeal of gestures and sweetly spoken words. 

It is the courtezan's spontaneous act of charity and not her beautiful 
shape which makes her come to life ( 175.40.41 ). A disturbed expression in 
the eyes - madamvhalalocana - vividly represents a woman beside herself 
with desire ( 176,26 ). The poet captures the beauty and records the mental 
states of the women he speakes of through such deft touches. 

The poet's description of the dancing apsariis is of a high artistic 
order. The apsariis have the definite objective of disturbing the ascetic's 
mind and inducing him to give up his Yogic practices. The distraction 
bas to be as complete and as gentle as possible. The skilful poet describes 
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the dancing so beautifully that he brings out its manifold appeal. Sound, 
rhythm, tempo, body-movement - each of them beautiful in itself - are 
unified into an impression of extraordinary beauty, The deep note of the 
mrdanga is distinguished from the high one of the flute; the initial slow 
tempo is almost audibly worked up to the final fast one. The speed of the 
dancers' movements is suggested by a beautifully vivid piece of description. 
As the tempo increases, the dancers' light upper garment lifts itself up, floats 
in the air forming a graceful curve as it slowly settles down. This lazy 
movement of the cloth emphasises the dancers' rapid ones. With admirable 
control the poet subordinates all details to a rare, unified rendering 
of movement in which visual and auditory impressions are combined 
( 178.25·30 ). 

Another example of delicate suggestion is the girl with the Vli;tii in 
adhyiiya 184: it is the pearl• she wears for an ornament, not a catalogue of 
her charms, which evokes an impression of her beauty. So,· too, the poet 
makes the touch of the moon's light transform the unpleasant wife of the 
good Briibmai;ia into a living image of Desire in Woman ( 187.23, 24 ). 

The poet is at bis best in speaking of women in groups. He brings ou\ 
all the pleasantness, the grace, the charm of their presence. Here, again, a 
delicate suggestion like jingling of bangles or anklets ( 180.81; 185,10) is 
fillip enough for the reader's imagination. Incidentally, the charming women 
of Mahiirii~tra - bathing in Godiivarl, playing games, climbing up to the 
terraces of houses, chattering freely ( 180.5-7 ), seem to have specially fasci• 
naetd the poet. To the d11rk eyed women of Kolbiipura, women with curies 
in their hair and complexion like full-blown Campaka flowers, the poet 
pays his highest compliment : ''they charmed even sages" ( 186.7-10 ). 

The poet is conscious of beauty everywhere and in everything about 
him. He sees it not only in the convenlionally beautiful objects but also in 
stately - even mad - elephants, dogs chasing a hare, the fragrant and 
cool breezs, flags fluttering in the wind, the smoke of sacrificial fires, and a 
hundred other objects and experiences. He has sympathy for almost every
thing though he is never sentimental. Perhaps it is this catholicity of outlook 
and sympathy which is the secret of the poet's awareness of the aesthetic 
value of everything about him. Rarely is a poet so sensitive to the varied 
manifestations of Beauty - through sound, smell, touch, sight - and rarely 
does a poet have such deep insight into the evocative potential of simple 
expression. 

•This may pro\'c nsdul in <loterminlng tha <late of composition of tha adllyiiya, 
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BUDDHIST ICONOGRAPHY 
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I 

Abhayakaragupta, the renowned scholar of Tantric Buddhism, 
flourished during the period or Ramapala of the Piila dynastyt of Eastern 
India, He is the author of several treatises on Tantric Buddhist rituals,• of 
which the most celebrated is the Ni1Jpannayogavali. Ever since the publica
tion of this text in the Gaekwad's Oriental Series No. CIX from Baroda in 
1949, it has been accepted by scholars as an important source-book for the 
study of Buddhist iconography. The descriptions of Buddhist deities 
contained in the 312 aadhanas of the Sadhanamala cannot account for the 
lconograp~y of all the images of Buddhist divinities represented in art.8 The 
Niqpannayogavali of Abbayiikaragupta gives us much help in this regard, 
since it contains iconographic descriptions of many deities and forms not 
mentioned in the Sadhanamala, and thus adds considerably to our know
ledge of Buddhist iconography. Moreover, the Ni1Jpan001Jogavali contains 
the description of twenty-six mar,u/.alas in all their possible details. This has 
made the text unique, since no other work of Tantric Buddhism is known to 
have contained such a comprehensive description of so many ma7)</-aZas. We 
have, however, come across another work, by the same author, which 
describes, though sometimes only briefly, a number of matt</-alas. In addi· 
tion, it contains a mine of information on various aspects of Buddhist ritual 
and iconography which have remained obscure to scholars in the field. 

The work concerned is entitled Vajravali-Nama.Matttfalopiiyika or 
Va}ramli-Tantra.4 The author's name is invariably given as Abhaylikara
gupta, who is frequently styled a 'great scholar' ( mahopa'T)rj.ita ). We have 
been able to study as many as four manuscripts of the work: two belonging 
to the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, and one each from the co11ections of the 
University Library, Cambridge ( U. K.) and the Oriental Institute, Baroda. 
Of these, the Cambridge manuscript (No. ADD. 1703) is dated in the 
Newari Sa1irvat 249 = A. D. 1129. One of the manuscripts of the Asiatic 
Society ( No. G. 4835) has the figure 250 written on the colophon. This 
might indicate the date of the manuscript, obviously in the Newari 8'J1iwat. 
This will mean that the manuscript concerned should be dated to A. D. 1130, 
Thus both tbese dated manuscripts seem to belong to the period of Rama-
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pile,• and as such to be contemporary with Abhayakaragupta, who 
flourished during the reign of this Pila ruler. 

Although from the above we cannot precisely ascertain the date of 
the composition of the Vajravali, we can perhaps be sure of two things: 
( 1) that the Vajravali was composed before A. D. 1129 or in that 
particular year; and ( 2) that the Ni11pannayogavali, the celebrated work 
by the same author, Abbayiikaragupta, was composed presumably a few 
years before this date, since the Vajravali mentions, in the list of several 
other texts, the name of NitJpannayogavali6 as one of the works from which the 
information contained in the Vajra'Vali has been derived. The other works 
mentioned as authorities in the Vajrauali include the Samu~a-Tantra, the 
Vimalaprablia, the Vajraqii.fca-Tantra, the Maiiju'IJajrama'T,ltf,ala-'fippaT)f, the 
Tatt-vasamgraha, the BhUtaQ,amara-Tantra, the KO.lacakra-Tantra, the 
Trailokya·vijaya-Tantra, the .Abhidhanottara-Tantra, the Srisamaja-.D'Vikala 
Tantra, 7 etc. 

The prime object of the Vajravali, as defined in its introduction, 
seems to be to discuss briefly ( sa1i1ktJiptam) the rules and systems pertaining 
to the mar.itf,alas ( ma1,lrj.alavidhi ). But significantly, it deals with numerous 
other topics pertinent to Tantric Buddhist worship and rituals. For example, 
it has discussions on S&11yasa1i1graha-vidhi (recruitment of the disciples), 
Bhukha111lna and Bhumifodhana-vidhi (the digging and purification of the 
earth), .Asana-vidhi (sitting attitudes), .Abhi:,eka-vidhi (rules of purification ) 
of various ritual items like the garland ( mata ), water ( udaka ), crown 
( muku!a ), thunderbolt ( vajra ), bell ( gha7J.~a ), mirror ( darpa?,UZ )1 etc., 
Prati:,~ha-vidhi (rules for the installation of images ( pratima] ), ponds 
( pu:,kari1,li ), wells ( vopi ), monasteries and edifices ( vihoragandliaku~caitua· 
vasthaframa ).8 etc. Moreover, it.has a detailed discussion on the Bodhi· 
cittotpii.dana9 (how to bring the mind to its supreme state) and the 
Caryaurata10 (the practice of the vow) - the two important aspects of the 
Tantric Buddhist system of devotion. 

Apart from the above, the Vajra·vali contains the description of 
thirty matir/Jllas.11 The Ni:,pamiayogavali has the description of as many as 
twenty-six of them. The additional ma7J.</-alas described in the Vajrovali 
are: $01/.asabhujasya ma1,1.~lala, the Kurukitlla ma'T,l~ala, and the .AparO.mrta· 
trayasya matirf.ala. Moreover, the Vajravali describes the Sambara ma1J.f/.ala 
twice - as the first and again as the sixteenth ma1,1.1ala - thus makiog the 
total number of the ma'T,ltf,alas thirty. Although twenty-six of them seem to 
bear the same titles as those of the Ni11pannayoga·vali, and the contents of 
tuese twenty-six also seem to be more or less the same in both works, the . . . ·. .. . . .. 
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literal description of these ma1J4alas, as found in the two works concerned, 
differs considerably, the reason for this beiog that the account of the 
Vajravali is, as discussed above, given briefly ( saihk~ptam ), whereas that of 
the NiflPIJnnayogiivali is a little more elaborate. The two accounts thus 
differ in their literal renderings. The order of the ma:rJ,r/alas, as given in the 
Nitpannayogavali and the Vajriivali, seems also to be the same, except that 
the latter introduces the three other ma7J.<Jalas mentioned above, in between, 
aod gives a duplicate Bambara-ma'{Lgala as the first mav4ala in the 
collection. 

The present work by Abhayakaragupta is referred to as a matiqalo

piiyilcii meaning, obviously, that the work deals with the various systems and 
procedures ( upayika) involved in the comprehension and articulation of the 
mati<J.alas which form the essential basis of the Tantric Buddhist mode of 
devotion. The term Vajravali occurring in the title has not been explained 
in the work. H.P. Shastri observed: 11 Vajravali means a row of conven
tional figures of thunderbolt, which are to be found everywhere among the 
Buddhists of Nepal '• ,1 2 Obviously Shastri's reference was to the system, as 
seen by him in Nepal, of the drawing of the ma'{t<jalas with a series of 
drawings of vajras ( thunderbolt· signs) on the periphery. This explanation 
finds support in the following expression found in the Niqpannayogii.vali: 

vajravaliniatufitamar;r,</alef!u,11 meaning, in the marpf,alas surrounded by a 
series of vajras. 

II 

The importance of the Vajravali is essentially for the description of 
thirty ma7J.<!alas that it contains, But to a student of Buddhist art and 
iconography, the work is a valuable document for several obscure iconologi
cal concepts, and also for the correct interpretations of the sitting postures 
( iisanas) ascribed to the images of gods and goddesses. Here we propose 
to take note of a few such important topics. 

One of the topics discussed in the Vajravali is the making of images 
( pratimadi) of deities and the artistic and ritual processes involved in the 
preparation of manuscripts ( pustakadilcaratie) with painted forms ( rupCinu

lekhanani ). It not only speaks of the mantras to be uttered during the 
actual process of articulation, and also during the act of purification of the 
tools and implements to be used, but nlso makes a categorical mention of 
the fact that the artist had to be paid the honorarium ( ~ilpito:p'{IQ) for his 
commission. Here meution is made of wood ( daru ), clay ( mrt ), stone 
( piif!Gtia ) and cloth ( ·vaatra) as the materials to be used in the making of 
Jmages (pratimiidikara'{lll) and manuscripts (pustakadilcaratia) •14 Surprisingl1, 
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for the latter the Vajravali does not mention the requirement of paper, but 
refers to cloth ( vastra) instead. In respect of the tools used, however, we find 
the mention of the pen ( lekhani) and ink ( masi ), obviously for use in the 
preparation of manuscripts ( pzistaka) with illustrations of deities ( devatii· 
rupam ). Another tool referred to is the kurcika which, meaning a 
painter's brush, is also related Lo the art of painting. It is surprising that, 
although the sculptural materials like wood, stone and clay are mentioned, 
the text is silent about the nature of tools and implements used in this art. 
The overall reference, however, seems to be to the painting or drawing of 
the forms ( rupaleklianam ) of the deities ( devataya. ). 

The goddess Vasudhiira is known to have two forms, viz., the two. 
handed and the six-handed forms. The two-handed form of the goddess is 
described in the Sadhanamata in three of its sadhanaB ( Nos. 213-215 ) ; the 
description resolves more or less into a single iconographic type, particularly 
in respect of the distribution of the attributes in the hands, the right hand 
showing the varadamudra and the left holding either the sheaf of corn 
( dhanyamanjari) or the sheaf of corn together with a pot showering various 
treasures ( d!ianyamanjarinanaratnavarfiagha~a ). It is interesting to note 
that the Vajravali also describes the two-handed form of the goddess Vasu· 
dhiirii, but there she is ascribed the pot ( bhadragha~a) in the left hand and 
the abhayamudra in the rigbt.16 It is thus an addition to our knowledge of 
the iconographic formulation of the two-handed images of the goddess. 

The name of the goddess Vasudhlira implies her association with the 
earth-goddess. But nowhere, except in the later dhara't),i texts, is this clearly 
stated. It has, however, to be noted that the Vajra·vali unambiguously 
equates Vasudhiira with the earth-goddess ( prthividevataya sahaikibhutam ), 
and also states that she stood witness for the Sakyasimha (Buddha) against 
Mara. This information finds additional meaningfulness in view of the 
goddess Vasudbiirii being referred to here as the bhumiparamita. The two· 
handed form of the goddess, as described in the Vajriivali, is very close to 
the iconography of the goddess Lak~mI, particularly in her form worshipped 
at the popular level in Bengal.18 In this connection it has to be mentioned 
that according to Benoytosh Bhattacharyya, Abhayakaragupta hailed from 
Bengal, although he was a resident of Magadha, as given in the Tibetan 
Tangyur.17 

The Vajravali is an important document for the study of the asanaa 
or sitting postures as applied to Buddhist iconography. One of its sections 
gives an exposition of the most important of such Gisanas.18 It will be useful 
to take note of the definition and description of these !isanas18 in order to 
ide:ntify them in Buddhist images! 

~s. -1~ 
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III 

Moreover, it has an exposition of a number of important hand gestu· 
res applied to Buddhist images and also in the rituals for their worship.•0 

It has to be mentioned that the Vaj1·aroli mentions two types of postures of 
the body- the standing and the sitting. For the former it uses the terms like 
sthana, pada and karm;ia. For the sitting posture it invariably uses the 
term asana. Bu1, sometimes, even for standing postures the Vajravali uses 
the term iisana, e. g., the ali</.hasana or Cili~hapada and pratyciliqhCisana or 
pratyCili<J.hapada. In this work, usually, the term sthiina has been used in 
connection with static poses, for postures requiring movement of the feet 
and thighs the term used is pada, while for dance poses involving rhythmic 
movements virtually of the entire body, the term which has been preferred is 
karatia. In this connection it is a matter of interest to note that for hand 
gestures too the Vajravali uses three terms, each with a distinctive meaning, 
For hand gestures indicative of an action or mood the term used is hasta, 
for instance, abhaya-hasta or varada·liasta. But, for such hand gestures 
which have some symbolic significance of their own by virtue of some inci· 
dent attached to them or in view of the association of special ritualistic 
import, the term usually applied is mudra. For instance, bhumisparfo-mudra, 
dharmacakra-mudra, tarpa?Ja-mudra, etc. When the gesture is to be expressed 
with a bit of acting or affectation of the body ( lcaya ) and look ( dr11~i ) , 
the Vajravali has used the term abhinaya. A number of such abhinayas 
like lcha<J.gCibhinaya, saralcarqa1,1ab!Linaya, k11epa'{liibhinaya, phatiabhinaya, 
etc., are defined in the Vajriivali. We can refer here to the definition of 
kha<f gobhinaya as given in the following way in the VajrCivali : 21 

vamavajramu~:Pko11addakqitiavajramu11timakr1111a 
kllaqgiibhinayena dhiirayediti khaQ,giibhinaya"I]. 

The above will mean, •the gesture suggestive of the drawing of the 
sword has to be disposed this way - one should act like drawing the fist of 
the right hand out of the fist of the left hand, as if in the act of the drawing 
of the sword (out of the scabbard).' The word abhinayena. meaning 
' through acting • brings out the true import of the gesture referred to here. 

In this connection we should refer to another very interesting point 
that we come to know from the study of the Vajravali. Jn the context Of 
the definition of the standing posture jiitapada, the Vajravali states that the 
posture should be as in the image of Tiirii of Vai~ali ( V'aWmtarapadavat 
kuryad iti jiitapadam ).2a From the nature of the reference it seems that by 
the time of Abhayakaragupta (that means between the late eleventh. and the 
earl)' twelfth century A. D,) the image of the goddess T~ra of Vai~iili ml,hi 
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have acquired so much of celebrity that a mere reference to it was sufficient 
to explain the standing posture known as jatapada. People obviously re· 
membered all details of the image, that is why it could be referred to by the 
author of the Vajravali by way of an example for the posture he was defi· 
ning. That an image of the goddess Tara at Vaisall was very famous and that 
the standing posture of the image was somewhat distinctive are known from 
the following extract from the accounts of the Tibetan pilgrim Dharmasvllmin 
who visited Lhis place sometime between 1235 and 1236 A. D.; ''a miracu• 
lous stone image of the Arya Tara with her head and body turned towards 
the left, foot placed flat, and the right foot turned sideways, the right hand 
in the varamudra and the left hand holding the symbol of the Three Jewels 
in front of the heart. The image was known to be endowed with great 
blessing, and the mere beholding of the goddess' face relieved devotees from 
distress."28 

Thus we come to know that a standing image of the goddess Tarii at 
VaisaH became very famous in the eleventh-twelfth century and remained so 
till at least the middle of the thirteenth century when Dharmasvamin saw it. 

It is of interest to note that a manuscript of the Buddhist text A{l~asa

liasrika-praj1iaparamita from Nepal, dated Newari era 135 ( = A. D. 1015 ), 
now preserved in the University Library, Cambridge, contains illustrations of 
various deities with inscriptional labels disclosing their names and the places 
where the respective inconographic forms were famous. One such illustration 
showing a standing female deity bas the attached inscriptional label reading 
Tirabhuktait Vaisali 7.'iirii,~1 meaning, Tara of Vaisall in Tlrabhukti. A 
similarly inscribed miniature painting is to be noticed in the manuscript or 
the same text, dated Newari era 191 ( =A.O. 1071 ), in the collection of 
the Asiatic Society, Calutta. 36 In both these illustrations the goddess Tiirii, 
in the standing posture, is shown inside a temple. By its side is shown tho 
scene of the offering of honey by the monkeys to the Buddha. This scene 
is added obviously to give visual expression to the identification of the 
place as Vaisiili where this particular incidence of the life of the Buddha 
took place.26 

There is no doubt that this Vaisali Tara of the miniatures of the 
Pra;napiiramita manuscripts of 1015 and 1071 A. D. is the same as Vaisiill 
Tara referred to in the Vajravali of Abhayakaragupta of the eleventh-twelrth 
century and the goddess Tara of Vaisall described by Dharmasviimin in the 
mid-thirteenth century. This will mean that by the beginning of the eleventh 
century, the inconographic form of the image of Lhe goddess Tara enshrined 
in the temple at Vai5all became quite famous and the fame lingered till ai 
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least the thirteenth century. But no mention or this iconic form is to be 
found in the Sadltanamala or the Ns::jpanruriJogavali. The mention of the 
form in the Vajrauali not only is an addition to our knowledge, but this 
piece of information is of considerable significance in the history of Buddhist 
iconography in view of the evidence we get from the manuscripts of the 
Pra}'iiaparamita and from the accounts of Dharmasvamin. 

IV 

Jt bas already been stated that the Vajravali contains the description 
of as many as thirty ma#alas. Abhayakaragupta has given a fuller descrip· 
tion of almost all of them in his celebrated Ni11pa11nayogavali. The account 
found in the Vajravali is virtually a gist of what the Ni~pannayogfi"Vali 
containts, 27 But a critical analysis of the descriptions -will show that the 
Va}ravali contains some valuable new information as well. Moreover, the 
latter takes note of a number of alternative views ( matantara )28 regarding 
various aspects of the rituals as given in other texts. The Sad/ianamfilii also 
refers to the existence of several matantarasadhanas or alternative icono• 
graphic forms20 of many deities. This is, no doubt, of some significance in 
the art·historical sense. The common notion with us is that the prescriptions 
of Buddhist iconography and rituals were very rigid. But the existence of 
the provision for a second opinion in the form of a matantara leads us to 
think otherwise. A series of interesting questions thus emerges : Do these 
alternative views represent different •• scools •' of thought pertaining to 
Buddhist iconography and ritual? Are these due to regional differences? 
Do they represent the views of different sub-sects 'l How far can they be 
explained in terms either of an innovation or an exercise of freedom of 
imagination ? The Vajravali will not answer all these questions, but that it 
evokes them is perhaps one of the most important contributions to the 
history of art and iconography. 

Brian Hodgson collected from Nepal various information and evidence1 

literary and visual, pertainiog to Buddhist iconography and ritual. His 
materials are now preserved in various collections, most notably in the India 
Office Library, London. These were studied by the present author. They 
were found to contain not only collections of sadltanas of Buddhist deities, 
together with the various alternatives ( matO.ntarudhyana / ·sO.dfzana ), but 
also drawings of images and marJ,qalas from older manuscripts or the 
walls of monasteries. It is interesting to note that some of the drawings 
of mattcfalas are accompanied by the descriptive labels for the various 
parts of the respective maTJ4alaB orten given at the sides in numerical order. 
Some of them have only the numbers mentioned against the respective parts 
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of the mm;ujala, and not their literal meanings. As for example, the draw
ing of the Durgatiparisodhanamati1ala has the numbers written on the 
i:espective parts, whereas, on the same page of the drawing, there is a 
representation of the Vajradhatu-mati<J,ala showing not only the numerical 
indices, but also their literal explanations at the sides. Similarly, in the 
drawing showing the .Dharmacalcramatir!ala, the numerical indices and the 
descriptive labels are given simultaneously. It is interesting to note that 
the outermost circle of this ma1J4ala is given the label jvalavali ( series of 
fire-flames ) foil owed by vajravali ( series of thunderbolts ) and padmavati 
(series of lotuses)· The Vajradhatu·ma1J4,(Jla is represented twice, one 
copied from a Nepalese painting, the other from the walls of the Mahi 
Vihara of Patao in Nepal. This shows that the matantara-sadliana was not 
merely a theoretical proposition, but it existed in practice as well, particularly 
amopg the Buddhists of Nepal. 80 

As has already been stated, the Vajrai'tlli of Abhayakaragupta is a 
min.e of information pertaining to Buddhist iconography and ritual. Equally 
important, although apparently not of much antiquarian value, are the 
u Hodgson Papers" referred to above. If these materials were to be studied 
together with all possible thoroughness, many enigmatic problems of Buddhist 
iconography might be solved and new light might be shed on numerous un
known facts. The present paper highlights a few important aspects of the 
Vajravali of Abhayakaragupta and of the Hodgson Papers, so that they 
may receive due attention from scholars interested in this field of study. 
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THE NANDOPAKHYANA. THE NANDAPRABODHANA AND 

THE BOOK OF SINDBAD 

H. C. BHAYANI 

Several late Sanskrit versions of an old Indian tale. lost in its original 
form are available in print, although, they have hardly attracted the scholars' 
attention they amply deserve. The history and diffusion of that tale. within 
and outside India, are highly interesting. Besides, they have important 
implications also for the history of the Brhatkatha. the Pancatantra, etc. 
It is intended here to touch a few of the points only, 

I 

A work titled NandopO.khyana was published in 1968 as no. 92 in the 
Rajasthan Puratan Granthamiilii of the Rajasthan Oriental Research Institute, 
Jodhpur.1 It contains three defferent but related short Sanskrit works: 
( 1 ) Nandopakhyana ( anonymous ), ( 2 ) Nandabatrisi and ( 3 ) NandakathO. 
( or Nandakat!ianaka) of Sahasra-Hi. The last of these works, viz. the 
Nandakatha, is in verse. It was composed in 1610 A. D. at Siyalkot (now 
in the Eastern Punjab in Pakistan ). Sahasrareyi was most probably a Jain 
monk of the Sthiinakavasin sect. The first of the above three works, viz., 
the Nandopakhyana, is in prose and verse. It is undated, but it was com· 
posed before 1675 A. D., the date of copying of its manuscript. The second 
work, viz. the Nandabatrisi (' The Thirty-two Verses about Nanda' ), is 
known from numerous other sources, with a plethora of variants, extending 
at times to whole verses. The language and style of many of these verses 
remind us of the late story-works in the so-called Jain Sanskrit, although the 
rest of the verses may be comparatively early. The Nandopakhyana and the 
Nandakatha incorporate many of these verses. There is evidence enough to 
believe that at least some of the Nandabatrisi verses derive from an earlier 
version of the tale, most probably, a prose-cum-verse narrative. 

As found in the above three works, the first part of the tale relates to 
a king who, being attracted by the beauty of his minister's wife, wants to 
seduce her. He visits her clandestinely at night during the minister's absence 
but being exhorted by the porrot and the cat, who kept watch, as also by 
the chaste lady, be regrets his shameful conduct and returns. The minister 
returns from abroad. He comes to know about the king's visit, but bis wire 
as well as the king assure him that she ( i. e. the minister's wife ) had remaip
~ct firm in chastitr. 
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The second part of the tale relates to how the minister, becoming 
suspicious and apprehensive of being murdered by the king, himself murders 
the latter secretly. Later oa, the secret leaks out through a concealed eye
witness of the crime and the minister is executed by the king's son and 
successor. 

It seems that these two parts were originally independent but later on 
they got combined into a single tale. 

Another published Sanskrit version of the tale of Nanda we find in 
Subha~ila Gai;ii's Pa'iicasati·prabodha·sambandlia (also called Pa'iica,ati· 
kathQ.prastam-kosa ), composed in 1465 (ed. by Mrgendramuni and publish· 
ed in 1968 from Surat). Tale no. 102 (pp. 60-68) is called the tale of the 
Minister Vairocaaa about treachery. This is a fuller version of the tale as 
compared to what we find in the Nandopalchyana and the Nandakatha. It 
has a prologue and a sequel not found in the latter two. It contains all the 
verses of the Nandabatrisi and several more. The author clearly states that 
his source was a non-Jain popular ( lauTciJca ) tale. 

II 

The Book of Sindbad, known in several Arabic versions, which are 
probably derived from a lost Pahlavi version, narrate several tales in support 
of the unfaithfulness and faithfulness of women.2 Io bis essay titled, " The 
Nature of the •Book of Sindbad'," G. T. Artola has examined3 B. E. Perry's 
thesis that the Sindbad was originally composed in Pahlavi. He has cited 
subsiantial evidence in support of the older view of Benfey, Deslongchamps 
and others that the supposed Pahlavi source of the Sindbad was not original, 
but was based on a lost Sanskrit text. Among other things be has cited 
striking parallels to five fables of the Iranian Sindbad from the tales we find 
in the written or oral literatures of Thailand and Laos which are of Indian 
origin. One of the tales discussed is the Leo fable of the Sindbad, to which 
one fable found in an unpublished text of the Leo fable-book titled Mula 
Tant,ai, presents, as Artola has pointed out, a close parallel. According to 
Artola, the Lao version may very well represent the earliest formulation of 
that fable. He has reproduced in his essay the French translation of the Leo 
fable, titled Le Perroquet, which was made by Ph. Phouvong.4 The follow· 
ing somewhat abridged and free rendering is based on it. 

THE PARROT 

The King Paya Kolabakaraja was threatened by the enemy. He 
ordered his general to go to the frontier and drive back the enemy. The 
general left, instructing his parrot and the bitch with her puppy to $uard the 

~ a.-1~ 
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house against any trouble-maker. One bright night the king left his palace 
unseen and reached the general's house. When he entered the courtyard the 
puppy started to bark, but the bitch restrained it saying not to show dis• 
respect to the king. Before entering the house the king took out his shoes. 
The parrot saw him and perceiving his intention to seduce the beautiful wife 
of his master, he thought out a stratagem to dissuade him. He narrated 
to the bitch a story with a riddle to while away the night-time, saying that 
the riddle was such as could be made out only by a royal person. The story 
was as follows : 

The paddy planted under royal order was surrounded by a fence in 
order to protect the young sprouts from the nuisance of the birds. To chase 
away the birds the royal slave had to go into the forest with a crossbow. 
During his absence a crow ate up all the plants. 

The parrot asked the bitch whether she could make out the hidden 
meaning. The king heard this conversation of the animals and fearing that 
the parrot would divulge his secret visit, he decided to return and to kill the 
general when he returns and then take his wife. As he returned in haste he 
forgot his shoes, which he had left at the entrance and which the lady found 
the next day. The parrot told her who had come. She sent him to inform 
the general. The general having won a brilliant victory returned and en
camped at a village near the capital, because he was afraid that the king 
being enamoured of his wife would murder him. He decided to send a 
message to the king that would convey indirectly to him his knowledge about 
the king's design on bis wire. He sent him a letter saying : '' Returning 
after a brilliant victory, during a halt I had a terrible dream: • There was a 
beautiful lake which was the property of a wolf. A lion dwelling in a golden 
palace in the neighbouring cave went to bathe himself in that lake. But 
seeing there the wolf and thinking it undignified for a king to bathe in the 
flame lake, he returned•. As this dream troubles me I thought I might 
share it with you. " 

The king got the hidden sense of the message and he sent back the 
messanger with the reply that the general can return without fear. The 
general returned. His wife showed him the shoes the king had forgotten. 
He got the route from his house to the royal palace decorated, and placing 
the shoes in a palanquin on the back of the sacred elephant, took out a 
procession. The people applauded, saying that ir merely the presence of the 
royal shoes could win such a brilliant victory, how much more could be 
achieved by the presence of the king in person in the battle ! Arriving at the 
palace the general bowed down before the king. Appreciating his servic~~ 
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the king made him his commander-in-chief, and presented him one thousand 
villages. 

III 

Artola has convincingly argued for the Indian origin of the five tales 
from the Sindbad discussed by him. But he has not been able to discover 
early Indian analogues to the tales ca11ed LEO (the Laotian parallel to which 
we have given above} and SIMIA6 from the Sindbad. The tale of king 
Nanda and his Minister, however, referred to above, shows beyond any doubt 
the existence of a Sanskrit tale corresponding to LEO. We have been able 
to discover numerous versions of this tale or its parts in Sankrit, Pall and 
Prakrit, and also in Dravidian and new lndo-Aryan languages like Kannada, 
Tamil, Gujarati, Rajasthani etc. A list of these versions, along with some 
allusions found in other works in Sanskrit, Prakrit etc. is given below with 
brief remarks. The differences and Interrelationships of these versions are 
reserved for a separate study. 

1. The Parantapa Jataka ( JO.taka~~ha·katlta. No. 416 ). 

The latter part of this tale relates how the king's slave, in collusio~ 
with the queen with whom he was in love, murders the king. and how the 
royal chaplain, who happened to be a hidden eye-witness of the slave•~ crim~, 
revealed it to the prince when the !alter became adult, and consequently the 
slave was killed by the prince. Thus it is the earliest known version of the 
second part the Nandabatrisi tales. The two key verses of the tale ( agamissa~ 
me popa1h etc. and the second verse with the latter half karissati lcisaTrJ. 
pa1J.<f.um saoo sakha parantapa. which is also repeated in verses 3 and 4) ar~ 
practically the same as verses 24 and 31 of the Nrmdabatriai verses, and they 
are characterisitically present in many of the versions based on the Nanda• 
batrisi. 

2. The Nandanaprabodhana tale from a lost Sanskrit version of the Paisac1 
Va<f4.akaha (i.e. Brhatkatha): 

In his Sritgrirapraka8a. while treating the topic of the various types o.f 
messengers, Bhoja illustrates sO.rilcCi functioning as a messenger from the 
Nandanaprabodhana in the Brhatkatha. There the myna named Medhavinl 
says, according to Bhoja, the following verse : 

ki1ii krandasi nirakranta. Nandano raja-taskara1J, / 
amrte t'il?<Lm utpanna1ii, yato raja tato bhayam II 

( fi,,ngaraprakasa, ed. by G.R. Josyer, 197 .... p. 908 ). Raghavan shows 
.that this reference is to a Sanskrit recast of the Brhatkatha1 differeni from 
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the three available ones. and possibly it was the same as one written by the 
Gaiiga king Durvin1ta of the first half of the sixth century. ( Bhoja'B 
Brfi,garapraka&a, 1963, pp, 839-844 ). 

This reference obviously relates to the first part of the tale as we know 
it from the Nandabatrisi versions. The cited verse is in the following form 
in the Nandabalrisi : 

t·vmh kirii lcrandasi marjara, raja Nando na taskara~ / 
amrtad vi~m utpannanz, yato rakf!a taro bhayam fl 

The name of the king is Nanda in many of the later versions of the 
tale, and correspondingly the minister's name is Vararuci (which becomes 
transformed as Vairocana in modern versions), But the above-noted citation 
from the Brhatkatha seems to have Nandana. One suspects that the 
Brhatkatha citation is textually ill-preserved. fa the Nandabatrisi, the above 
verse is said to have been spoken by the minister's wife. But according to 
the Nandopakhyana, it is spoken by the parrot and it is addressed to myna 
(there the first Pada reads : ma kranda tvanz tu he Sari)· The fourth Pada is 
yato rakf!O. tato bliayam in the Nrindabatr'isi tradition, and it makes much 
better sense than yato raja tato bhayam of the Brliatkatlia citation. The title 
of the tale also was possibly Nandaprabodhana ('Awakening Nanda's Moral 
Sense') instead of Nandanaprodhana. 

Our surmise is clearly corroborated by the ract that in A.mradevasuri's 
version of the Nanda tale (see below), dated f 133, we have the above-quoted 
verse addressed by the myna to the cat and there also the reading is Nando 
raja na taskara~ (and otherwise also it corresponds textually to the 
Nandabatrisi verse), and it is also explained there why the cat took the king 
for a thief. 

3, The Tale of Extremely Greedy king Visvavasu in the Tar.ttropO.khycfaa of 
Vasubhaga: 

This is a version corresponding to the latter part of the Nandabatrisi 
and similar to that which one finds in the Parantapa Jataka, On p. 74 of 
the Trivandrum edition we find the first key verse (misunderstood by the 
editor as prose ), which is as follows :-

keneya1it kampita siilcha, nare~a vanare!l{l va / 
yadyaya1i1 purueya~ sa syiit, taddof!(l1iz kathayiwati II 

It is significant that as against the reading tada hi calita salcho. manu· 
ssen migena va in the JO.taka version, we have here lcampita siikha nar~ 
vanaretia va which reading closely corresponds to that we find in the versions 
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in the Nandabalrisi tradition. It has the second key verse also which is 
similarly closer to that which we find in the Nandabatrisi tradition rather 
than the one in the Jataka vereion. It is as follows :-

suvrtte padmapatrak~. lta1i1sa-samsa-gamini / 
hrdaye mama ti~thanti, salcha visvavasariva JI 

This is an evidence of the tale having been incorporated some time 
during its history in the Paiicatantra tradition. 

4. The lost Prakrit Version known to the old Kannada Va#aradh.ane : 

The Vd<J,~aradhane is a collection of nineteen tales in old Kannada 
prose written in the first half of the 10th cent. A. D. The tales are based on 
the nineteen gathas (No. 1539-1557) of the Bhagavati A.radhana, an early 
religious text of the Digambara Jainas. There is evidence enough to think 
that the Vac14aradhane was dependent upon several earlier works, one of 
which was the same Prakrit commentary on the Bhagavati Aradhana that 
must have served also Hari~e1.ia's Brliat!cathO.-kosa ( 9 A. D. ). In the tale 
of Cai;iakya (No. 18) in the Va#aradhane, the first section is unique, as it 
is absent in the other known versions of that ta le. Directly or indirectly it 
derives from the Sanskrit Brhatkatha version of the Nanda tale, ref erred to 
above. The tale of CiiQakya recounts how king Padma Nanda's minister 
Kapi alias Visvasena, who was in love with the queen Sundarl, killed the king 
and later on, having been exposed by a gardener, was punished by the 
successor king Mahapadma Nanda. This seems to be a distortion of the 
Nandaprabodhana version. But it is quire significant that this version also 
has the two characteristic verses of the original tale. They are yeneya1it 
kampita sakha, etc. and nilotpala·dalasyama, etc.8 

It is also noteworthy that like Vasubhaga's TantropO.khyana and the 
Sanskrit Brhatkatha of Durvinlta ( quite possibly used by Bhoja ), this source 
also is South Indian. 

S, The Prakrit version in the ManoramCi·kaha : 

Manorama-kaha of Vardhamanasuri is an extensive religious-narra· 
tive work in Prakrit composed in 1083-1084 A. D. It has been edited by 
Rupendrakumar Pagaria and published as the L. D. Series, Ahmedabad, 
in 1983, In the first Avasara ( i. e, chapter) or the Manoramakaha, 
the religious merits and demerits respectively of observing and violat· 
ing chastity ( Bila) are illustrated by means of the tale of SI!avatl and 
various other tales in it. In the " em boxed " tale of Sllasundarl (Mano· 
rama-kalia, pp. 89-92 ), we find a version of the Nanda tale. As this is 
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the first available full version of the first part of the tale, I give it below in a 
slightly abridged and somewhat free translation, 

Silasundari 

Dhanacandra, a merchant of Susarmapura, went abroad on business, 
urging his wife Sitasundari to be extremely careful regarding her chastity. 
Once in the spring season, king Candrasekhara, while he was proceeding 
towards the royal park to enjoy the view of vernal beauty, chanced to see 
the beautiful face of Sllasuodarl, who was witnessing the royal procession 
from her house window. The king at once fell in love with her. Advised 
by a trusted servant, he sent her through him a message requesting a 
meeting. Sllasundarl invited him to come to her residence the same night. 

The king, dressed gorgeously, arrived at the appointed time at the 
merchant's house, which Silasundarl had decorated for his reception. As 
the king entered the bed-room, SllasundarI got up from the cot and offered 
him a cushioned seal. But the king occupied the cot, and invited Silasundarl, 
who had sat down on the floor, to sit by his side. She replied, "It does not 
behove a female jackal to occupy the same seat with a lion." When the 
king insisted, she narrated the following parable. 

In the city of Pu~pakara~1<;1aka, the gardener Kundaketu was a horti
cultural expert. A merchant placed an order with him for supplying beans 
out of season. The gardener reared the bean-plants. As the plants grew big, 
the watchman once informed the gardener that some of the bean-plants were 
eaten away by somebody inspite of the fact that the hedge was nowhere 
broken in and there was no sign of anybody's trespass. The gardener 
himself kept vigilence at night and found out unbelievably that the protective 
hedge itself was devouring the bean-plants ! The gardener exclaimed: 
" When the protector himself becomes the devourer ( or destroyer), who can 
serve as a refuge? Concluding the parable, she added the bean-plants stood 
for the subjects, and the hedge represented the king. 

Hearing this parable, the king was overwhelmed with shame. He 
praised Silasundari's steadfastness in chastity, offered apologies, expressed 
remorse for his behaviour, and said he was refuring to his palace, taking 
precaution not lo be seen by anybody. He left the room and proceeded 
towards the back·door of the house. 

Now the merchant Dhanacandra, who had just returned from abroad, 
stationed his meIJ on the city precincts, and came to his residence secretly to 

. find out the state of affairs. As be was entering his house through the back
door, he came face to face with the king, who was going out at that moment 
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through the same door, With a shock, he made a way for the king. The 
perturbed king walked out hurriedly, when unconsciously his finger-ring, 
with his name engraved on it, slipped down from the finger. The merchant 
picked it up. 

When the merchant entered the living quarters, be saw that the house 
was festively decorated, the cot was covered with rich tapestry and Slla
sundarl was well.dressed and adorned. Stunned with astonishment and 
dejection, he stood before Silasundarl. As she welcomed him, he could not 
.detect any sign of perplexion or shame. He felt hatred at the dastardly 
behaviour of women, and ideas of renouncing the world or punishing 
Silasundari raced throunh his mind. But he decided not to act hastily, 
and demanded an explanation from her. She told exactly what had 
.happened. Dhanacandra said that it was a very serious matter and he 
would properly investigate. Thereafter he went out to call his men and 
bring the imported goods. The next day he went to offer presents to the 
king among which he had also kept the fallen finger-ring. The door-keeper 
announced Dhanacandra's arrival. When the latter entered in the king's 
.presence, he ( i. e. the king) held his face down remorsefully. Dhanacandra 
offered to the king the presents with the ring arranged on the top. 

The king took the ring and wore it on his finger. He asked Dhana· 
candra about any marvel he possibly came across during his trip. The 
latter replied that be did see a marvel, not abroad, but in their very city. 
He saw a lion returning from a pond of clear water, where he had gone to 
drink. The king understood the veiled allusion and with a view to allay 
Dhanacandra's suspicion, he said "I also know that incident. You do not 
·know the full truth about it. It was true that the lion entered the pond, 
tarried there a little, but as his desire was not satisfied he returned thirsty, 
out of shame and fear." Dhanacandra's suspicion was removed. He 
returned and honoured Sl!asundarI. 

The merchant instead of the minister, the king's accidental glimpse of 
the merchant's wife, the omission of the guarding animals (parrot and cat), 
etc. seem to be secondary features. In the Laotian and Nandabatrisi 
versions, the tell-tale object which the returning king left bel!ind is a pair of 
shoes and not a ring as in the present version. But correspending to the 
instructive and suggestive anecdote of the paddy-stealing crow narrated by the 
parrot to the bitch in the Lao fable, we have here a similar anecdote of the 
hedge stealthily eating away the beans, narrated by the minister's wife, The 
source of this anecdote seems to be the Nandabatrisi verse No. 10, which is 
parrated b~ the parrot according to some versions, or by the cat accordin~ 



112 R. C. BHAYANI 

to other versions, and which contains the proverb of the fence eating the 
cucumber (instead of guarding it). That proverb is current in modern 
Gujarati also. The device of returning the forgotten object to the king 
through taking out a ceremonial procession is also commonly shared by the 
Lao version and the present version, and is found in several of the Nanda· 
batrisi versions. The suggestive 'dream' conveyed by the general to the king 
in the Lao version finds a correspondence in the present version in the 
dialogue between the king and the merchant about a lion going to drink water 
from a pond, but returning without drinking. This feature is also present 
in the Nandabatrisi versions. 

6. The Prakrit Version in the .Akhyanaka·matii·kota commentary : 

Another Prakrit version of the tale ol Nanda is found in Amradeva· 
sfiri's commentary on the .lilchyanakama1).ikofo of Nemicandrasfiri (ed. by 
Muni Punyavija~·a, Prakrit Text Society Series No. 5, 1962 ). The date of 
the commentary is 1133 A. D. Among the tales glorifying chastity occurs the 
Narrative of RohiQi ( Rohif).yQ.khyanaka : No. 15, pp. 61-65 ). This metrical 
version follows closely in its first part the version found in the Manorama. 
lea.ha except that here the usual feature of the pet myna and the cat doing 
the duty of watchmen is preserved, and there is no parable based on the 
proverb of the fence swallowing the cucumbers. But the tell-tale detail of 
the king dropping bis finger-ring (or forgetting his shoes) is absent, and the 
latter part of the tale is patently a secondry modification to serve the didactic 
glorification of observing chastity. One quite significant point is the occur
rence of the same Sankrit verse, wbicll is cited by Bhoja from the Brhatkatha, 
The fact that it occurs here in the midst of a narrative wholly in Prakrit 
divulges the source from which Amradevasuri derived this tale. 

7. The Old Gujarati and Rajasthani Versions : 

There are several Old Gujarati versions of the tale of Nanda and 
Vairocana. They includ the verse versions prepared by Narapati in 1489, 
by Samghakula in 1504, by Vimalaklrti in 1647 and by Samala Bha~~a (a non· 
Jain version) in the 17th century. The Jain versions are closely allied to the 
version we find with SubhaS!la and contain a few or many of the Nanda· 
batrisi verses. Samala's version is the most extensive of all and is marked 
by poetic descriptions and dramatizations in the traditional narrative style. 
Besides this a prose version is known from Early Rajasthani ( Marwari ). It 
is anonymous and is called Vii.rta Vairoca11a Mohata·ri. Some current folk 
y~rsions are also ayailable in the oral traditions of Rajasthan, Gujarat, etQ. 
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IV 

It will be recognised from this rather sketchy and unsystematic 
account that the tale of king Nanda and his minister Vararuci had a very 
long and complex development, It formed a part of the Brhatlcathri tradi· 
tion, it became incorporated in the Paficatantra tradition, and it also mig· 
rated to ancienl Iran and Arabia as is evidenced by the Boole of Sindbad. 
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NALINEE CHAPEKAR 

lfhe GatltiisaptaAati ( =GS) is the earliest work in the Mahara~tri Prllkrit, 
originally the dialect of Maharashtra. King Hiila Siitavahana, the compiler 
of the Giitbas, belonged to the period between the second century B. C. 
to the second century A. D. The GS thus gives the picture of the Deccan 
in the period between the second century B. C. to the second A. D. This 
is a secular poem and is closely related witn the masses. The Galhas are 
mainly erotic and love is the principal subject. Naturally there is little scope 
for references to the religion as such. Yet, significantly quite a few Giilbiis 
depict the religious practices and beliefs of the people. In the GS there are 
references to the Vedic gods like Agni, Surya, Indra, Siva, Vi~QU and to the 
epic gods like Rama and Kr~r:ia. However, Vedic gods Indra and Prajapati 
are not regarded as important as the epic gods Rama and Kr~J}.a. Sacrificial 
ritual was not very popular. There is only one reference to Hota, the priest, 
in Gii.thii 722.1 It seems that Saiva and Bhagavata cults were popular. 

The GS describes Siva as 'helper of the families in distress• ( 467 ). 
The epithets used for Siva are• Pasuvai • ( 448 ), 'Hara• ( 700) and 1 Pamaha
hiva'. Siva is so much loved by the people that poets did not feel embarass· 
ment in describing the marriage ( 69 ), and love-sports ( 455 ) of this god. 
The spouse of Hara ( hara-valm) also is seen requested to give refuge to 
the devotee ( 985 ). The sect of Kapiilikas is indicated by a reference to 
a female follower ( kavalia ) engaged in the act cf besmearing her body with 
the ashes from a funeral fire ( uddulvnarambhci 408 ) . The Tantra cult does 
not seem to be prevalent at the times of GS. 

Devi-worship or mother-goddess cult prominently expressed in sculp
ture is not so reflected in the GS. Gori is mentioned as consort of Siva 
Haravahu; and Lacci or Siri appears as the spouse of Vi~1,1u ( 151, 388, 810 ), 
Besides these two the only goddess mentioned is Ajja, who seems to be a 
rural goddess like Grii.madevata. A house-holder is seen offering a string of 
large bells of his dead buffalo to the goddess in the temple ( 172 ). This is 
not a very significant reference to Devi-worship. Devi, as all-powerful, 
creator of the universe, Mother of all, does not appear in the GS. 

1. The numbers of the Gathas are according to tile edition of tile Giit11asatta
sati by s. v. Jogalekar. 
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Gai:iapati, the god with an elephant face, is mentioned in the GS by 
the terms Ga~uvai and Ga.i;tiihivai. The mythological story about Gaqapati 
drying the ocean by means of the trunk and filling the sky with the sub
marine fire is referred to : 

~~~&t~ftifi l=JTSlt q8'Ttr.aT I 
'il'st~ stfUimll":.f~ ~f{~ illJJl~<l'f II 403 II 

" The Lord of Gai:ias is victorious by la)'ing bare the ocean with 
its waters quaffed off easily by his trunk and by filling up the sky 
with the sub-marine fire which could not be subdued. " 

In another gathii ( 372) the Gar;iavai, being worshipped by an old 
woman at the foot of a tree, is mentioned : 

m ~f;q- f.{~0111) ~ ~a:riitf&"' tJ1J1:it am:r) l 
a. fi;i-6' lift q111JlliUT ~~ ~ ~~ II 

"I bow down now before the same idol of Gai:iapati, which 
was placed as a pillow under my head by the young men. 0 
wreched decrepitude be pleased.'' · 

It seems that the idol meant here is a sort of flat stone, carved with'. 
figures, which could be used as pillow, if the occasion so demanded. The 
shape of this idol is not clear from the said verse and doubts are expressed 
about the identity of this god with the above mentioned Gai;iiihivai. The idol 
is placed at the foot of the tree. Dig temples of GaQapati are not mentioned in 
the text. From this, Gai;iapati seems to be a rural god. It is generally believed 
that Ga.Qapati, son of Ambika, was introduced into the Hindu pantheon 
much later i.e. in the period between the end of the fifth and the end of the 
eighth century.3 Again, it has not been yet determine<l when the God came 
to have the elephant's head. The reference in the GS is therefore very 
significant. 

The GS belongs to the period not later than the second century A. D. 
Here Gai:ipati appears in the fully developed form as the trunk - the elephant 
face aJso is mentioned. It should be noted here that there is no reference 
either to Siva or to Gori in connection with this Gai:iapati in the GS. 
Further, in the sect of Gii1,1apatyas, the worship of Vinayakas was regarded as 
ancient. Vinayakas were evil spirits and were propitiated before beginning 
an action for the removal of the obstructions. Here in the GS, Ga.Qapati 
does not appear as malignant spirit, for the woman is said to have used the 

2. R. G. Bhandarkar, V11i~i1avlsm Sa(1.1ism a11d Jl!iuor Religious S1ste111s, B,O,R,l, 1 

Poona, l!l2!l, 
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idol even as a pilJow and is not afraid of him. There is no reference to the 
worship of Skanda, later on regarded as brother of GaI)apati. 

Solar worship is very ancient in India and is continued till modern 
times in one or other form. It was current at the time of the GS as even Lord 
Siva is described as paying homage to the Sun. Siva offers twilight oblations 
( sanjliB.gahia jala'iijli) to the Sun. ( 700 ). At another place Siva is presented 
as getting ready for the daily rite of offering water at twilight ( sanjhasamae 
jatapi1rianjalim, 448 ). There is a gii.thii full of devotion to the Sun : 

~fl'&l' ~M~ ftr&m!'iTSI' i?'iTSl'O'IJVI~ I 
811111RI ~f.l'~ 111~~ ~<f~ 111m ~ II 653 II 

u 0 Sun, the lord of the day, who appears early morning, whose 
body is red, whose light is dear to all, who delights people's eyes, 
who passes the night in another sphere and who is an ornament 
of the horizon, my salutation be to you. " 

In another verse the chariot of the Sun with a banner ( rai·raha·siharadhaa) 
is referred to ( 34 ). A youth offering prayers of victory ( jeklcara) to the 
Sun with folded hands is also described ( 332 ). Thus Surya seems to be the 
popular god in Maharashtra. Here Weber sees the indirect influence of 
Persia. It is believed that Magas, the sun-worshippers, came to India from 
Iran and were responsible for the spread of the sun-worship in India. About 
the construction of the image of the Sun, Varlihamihira, the author 
of the Brhat-Sa1iihaa (6th cen. A.O. ) states that the body should be covered 
with stitched coats, the feet and legs of the idols should be enclosed or cover
ed upto the knees, and the body should be dressed in the fashion prevalent 
In the north ( udicyave~an ). This is certainly not Indian but a Persian 
feature. The sun-images, discovered so far, agree with the above description. 
So the Persians, the Magi Brahmins, who came from Persia, were held 
responsible for the spread of Sun-worship in India. Yet, references to Solar 
worship in the GS do not indicate any Persian influence. The worship of 
tlie Sun-image is not at all mentioned in the GS. The gathiis describe the 
worship of rising and setting Sun in the Nature. And, this sun-worship is 
definitely current from Vedic times as is clear from the well-known stanza 

from the J.lgveda : 

~fit~~~~ \:'f\'i1~1f~) ~ °': sr~tt:ll«V. III. 62.10 

(fherefore it will not be correct to see the Persian influence in the soler 

worship described in the GS. 

The people seem to have been well acquainted with story of Rima, 
Lak~nmoqa ( Somitti ). Devotional attitude towards Rama is described by 
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of those damsels. Now, this clear mention of Riidha is very significant. 
This is regarded as the first reference to Rlidha in the whole ancient litera
ture in Sanskrit and Prakrit. Originally Riidha did not appear as a divine 
character in the form of Vi~i;1u-fakti. The philosophical application of 
' Radhii·tattva ' associated with • Kni;ia • came very late in the 12th century 
A. D. Dr. Sashibhusana Dasgupta3 rightly states Lhat in the beginning 
Riidhil appears in the literature in the popular love-poetry and later on she 
finds place in the religious and Purar:ia texts. Even the Baagavata-Pura'Qa, 
which describes in detail Kr~r:ia's love-sports with Gopls, does not clearly 
mention Radha's name, though • one GopI • as the most favourite of Kr~oa 
has been referred to. Only two or three Puriii;ias like Padma-Purii'Qa, 
Matsya-Puratia and the Brahmavaivarta-Puriitia clearly mention Radhli by 
name. Thus in the sectarian literature and Pura~as • Riidha' occurred very 
late. In the Sanskrit literature Radhii is mentioned in the Vei.iisamhara 
and Dhvanyalolra, which belong to the eighth century A. D.. Mention of 
Rildhii in the GS is therefore of unique importance. As the GS reflects tho 
picture of masses it becomes clear that Radba was popularly known among 
the common people before the second century A. D. 

The dwarf incarnation of Vi~ou and bis relation to Bali are clearly 
seen in -

<i~oW Gfl~ ~ fUrasrau'r "' q~) I 
~tll~ qmui~ ~ ~81( II 406 11 

11 Bari in the form of dwarf, who displays wonder and art in reply 
in clever words to Bali and who causes delight to the host of gods 
is victorious. " 

Another gatha mentions the third step of Hari, which was lifted towards the 
sky for want of space on the earth -

et~ ;r~~f;;r ~~sf' ~t iiflulf I 

mugc1itq8'<fiil:Jt' Cl m{at° q~ umt 11 4 11 

" Bow down before the third root of Hari which is not having space 
to stay on the surface of the earth, remains long in the sky as if it 
is being worshipped by the multitude of flowers in the form of 
stars." 

A third verse describes Mahumahai;ia ( Vi~1.iu) extending his dwarf form to 
the sky by assuming huge proportions. ( 425 ). These references clearly 
indicate author's knowledge regarding the Purat;tic legend of Vamana-Avatilra 

3, Rad11akCi ffra1111111ikiisa (Hindi). Varanasi, l!>5U, pp. 100 if. 
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of Vi~i;iu. The actual composition of the Pura~as, available at present, took 
place much later after the seventh century A. D. The Avatilra theory also ls 
assumed to be of late origin. Yet, the stories must be current among people 
In general. The three steps of Vigm have already been mentioned in the 
Vedas. Here the GS shows acquaintance with the fully developed story of 
Visnu in the form of Viimana, his three steps and King Bali etc. These 
refe.rences are helpful to understand the origin and development of the 
AvaUlra-theory and other Purai:iic legends. 

Vedic gods like Indra and Prajapati do appear in the GS but mainly 
in their Purai;iic form. Paavai ( Prajiipati) or Vidhi is described as creator 
of the universe, creator of the human beings and as responsible for the union 
and separation of human beings. 

f<Rt ftr~ 1' ~r emsn:r8TI it~ ~ ~st 1 
f<ii fqf{orr t:maf fctsr ~ fq ft{QTI f<t~atl5rT II 235 II 

"In separation she is painful as poison and in union she is very 
much full of nectar. Has the creator really made her with both 
these things in equal proportion?" 

Another gathll no, 810 refers to Brahman, the son born from the navel-lotus 
of Vi~i;iu (Brahma nahikamalattha ). This form, later on recognised by the 
Puriii;ias, already makes its appearance in the text of the second century 
A. D. l'he giithil 584 refers to the bow of Indra. Tliis giithii gives the 
clear picture of Indra as one who breaks the c\ouds and brings rains :-

lr~f%:~ 01~:n~ ~t ~~ri\'ft'f~v11m.:r I 
~rtl~l:r ~.:rf~·striJ fl1'Pd q q-~;q~ fit~ II 584 II 

" Lightning is hanging like the intestine coming out from the sto
mach of the (crying ) thundering clouds in the form of a buffalo 
'Mahi~a ', cut by the thunderbolt, the bow of Indra." 

Here scholars see reference either to war between Indra and Vrtra or to the 
killing of' Mahi~asura' by Devi. Even in the Mahabharata, Indra appears 
as the god of rains, as is clear from the story of Govardhanagiri. The connec· 
tion of Indra with rains is already known to common people from very 
ancient times. Again, the reference to Mahi~iisura and Devi would not 
indicate the later date of the text for it has been shown earlier that the 
Purii~ic ideas are current in the oral tradition from very early times though 
they are written down in tater period. Jn the gilthii 858 a wooden idol of 
Indra is mentioned. Here Indra is described as Buratiaha - the king of gods. 
The custom suggested here is that before the construction of a well, etc. ~ 
wooden image of Indra is worshippeq. · 



120 NALINEE CHA})EKAR 

This wooden image of Indra ( 858) and a stone idol of GgQapati 
( 372) are the two references to idol worship. In one more gathii ( 194) an 
idol of a domestic deity ( gat·adevatii) in a deserted city ( uvvasianara) is 

mentioned as wearing-a stale garland. This idol-worship does not seem to 
be very common, 

Buddhists nre clearly mentioned in -

~~t~ m Cf ~~ ~!J~rl l 
~l=I' '<l~or::fr:;::orq~~ Cf ~~~fg- ll 308 II 

11 Earth looks splendid with the red flowers of the Paliisa trees which 
resemble the beaks of parrots as if they were the congregated monks 
fallen, for worship at the feet of Buddha." 

The giitbii contains an allusion to the yellow or brown robes of the Buddhist 
priests. According to Weber, this glitha decisively points out to a time in 
which the glorification of Buddha had been frequent enough in order to be 
employed as a popular picture. Here the icon of Buddha is referred to, but 
other iconographical details are not given. Two other verses may be taken 
as indicating the Buddhist influence, A hunter is described as putting aside 

bis bow when he sees a couple of deer trying to protect each other from his 
arrows ( 601 ). The influence of the principle of non-violence is seen hero. 
Again, fire from sacrificial altar is compared to the fire burning in a hut 
(227 ). It may suggest that the sacrificial religion had become a matter of 
derision and censure. The epigraphical evidence shows the popularity of 
Buddhism and the Nasik inscription records that Kai;iha, the second King of 
Siitaviihana dynasty and predecessor of Queen Nagnikii, appointed a special 
officer -samatza'{lam tnahamata - to look after the well-being or the monks 
residing on the Tira1,1hu Mountain. Various donations from the lay follower 

of Buddhism are mentioned in various cave inscriptions, However, the 
inscriptions of K~atrapa Nahapana and his son-in-law U~avadiita show that 
they gave donations to the Brahmins. The Satavlihanas themselves were 
Hindus. The text of the GS also does not~indicate the strong influence of 
Buddhism on the society in general. Epigraphical evidence is of a mixed 
type. The famous Naneghat inscription of Queen Naguika pays homage to 

Vedic deities like Indra, Surya, Candra along with the Pura9ic deities like 

Vasudeva and Sanikar~a~a. 

Thus both the literary and epigraphical evidence indicate transitional 

period in the religious thought or the times. Buddhism is not seen very 
popular and Brahmanism appears to have a full hold over the minds of 

common people. 

The worship or many gods was prevalent. One friend is asking 

~nother as to which god among the gods is he himself ( ko si deuanam ) 
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( 276 ). People offered jayakaras or prayers of ·victory to gods, but a 
regular ritual of worship is not described. Salutations to gods like Rudra, 
Vamann, Vi~i;iu are mentioned. Oblations to Siirya are referred to. As the 
idol worship was not very common, references to temples occur very rarely. 
A deity of the temple is stated only once where the temple is called AjJAghara 
( 172 ). It is probably dedicated to the mother-goddess. One temple is 
described as being deserted and being in ruined condition, it has become an 
abode of pigeons ( 64 ). One temple provides shelter to travellers where 
they burn fire of husk to keep cold away. Another shrine is furnished with 
a yard ( deulacatta) ( 190 ). However, temple, as the centre of the religious 
and cultural activity, does not occur in the GS. Caves at Ajanta, Bedsa, 
Karle, Bhaje, Nasik, give the impression _of their use as residence of the 
Bik~us. The GS does not mention any such shrine. Perhaps, shrines in the 

localities were not in practice. 

Certain beliefs and customs mentioned in the GS nre still prevalent 
among people. The belief in merits and demerits, rewards of precious deeds 
and rebirth is mentioned. It is believed that in the next birth one gets 
the thing meditated upon at the last moments ( 375 ). One can very well 
remember the verse from the Bltagavadgita : 

~ ~ crrsftr ~ ~r<i ~~ ~<Hif:. I 
d a~~ra ~q ~ ai{m'-l~1fcrn: II VIII. 6 II 

These philosopl1ical ideas were rooted in the minds of the people from very 
ancient times. The custom of pounding corn into powder on some festive 
days is mentioned ( 624, 820 ). This can be compared to the similar custom 
called in Marathi as I Q11Jlf mur. even today practised ( in Mahatashtra) in 
the beginning or marriage and Upanayana ceremony. The jar fu]( of water 
and mango-leaves is regarded as auspicious. The custom of Satl is stated in 
the GS by the terms• Anumara~apatthia ' ( 633) and • Anumarai;iagahiavesil.' 
( 449 ). It seems that women used to adorn themselves before entering the 
fire with their dead husbands just as they would decorate themselves, while 
the husbands were living as the words vehavvamadanam aoli.aggam jaam 
would suggest. This also is an important reference as it throws light on the 
social conditions or the times. 

In this manner the GS is an important text which gives valuable 
information regarding the social and religious practices as well as mytho
logical aspects of different gods. As the GS rellects the mind or common 
people, it helps to understand the popularity of different gods and goddesses 
and thus serves as the important source of religious history. 

+s.-16 



ALTARS AND PLATFORMS IN ANCIENT INDIA (WITH 

SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE SAMARAT'IGA~ASOTRADHARA) 

SADASHIV A. DANGE 

The SamarCiitgatiasiitradlriira of Bhoja deals with various types of 
structures; and, being the work of a royal author following the Vedic tradi· 
tion, it gives attention to the vedi or the altar. In a whole chapter ( 47) the 
author deals with this construction; but the mention of the vedi is not 
restricted to this chapter alone, as is but natural. The vedi has been a very 
important part of a structure and is mentioned in contexts of important 
structures. Thus, in the context of the fixing of the peg and the measure
ment of the place for a structure, ( kilalcasutrapata) which is the very first 
act at the start of a structure, the construction of a vedi is enjoined ( 37. 19 ), 
Here the vedi is described as having auspicious marks; it is to be "four• 
cornered " ( caturafra) and should have four gates ( caturdvara ). This 
makes her 'Sabhadra' to be noted later. It should be smeared with cow
dung. Again, in the context of the. Silonyasa ( the establishment of the 
foundation-stone, or the corner-stone ),1 the vedi is enjoined to be 
constructed. Here also the vedi is described as caturafra, and being endowed 
with a holy jar and sandal-paste-water ( 35.13 sagandha·kalasam caturasram 
pralcalpayet ). It should be noted, however, that vedi in these cases does not 
seem to be the fire.altar, though the word bas the connotation of the fire
a1tar at other places. Thus, in the case of the kilakasutrapata noted above, 
the vedi is said to be strewn over with rice-grains ( ak~tail]. suprati11~hitam ). 
Jo the centre of it a jar is to be placed; and this jar symbolizes Brahmn 
(37. 20, 24 ). In essence, this vedi is a raised platform, which might also be 
used to place the fire upon, among other things necessary for sacrifice. 
Another point to be noted is that in almost all such cases, the vedi is said to 
be catura5ra (see Fig. I ). Before we go to examine the other three types of 
vedis or altars, broadly speaking, it would be in the fitness of things to mark 
the ancient form of the altar. For this we have to take into account the 
Vedic Srauta vedi, and compare with it the ya;1ia-vedi mentioned by Bhoja, 
after we note other vedis mentioned by him. First, let us have an idea of 
the ancient Srauta vedi. 

The earliest reference to the caturairo vedi occurs in the !Jgveda, 
where it is conceived as the woman ( as is in keeping with the symbolism of 
the altar) having four hair-braids ( X. 114. 3 catu11Tcaparda yuvatil]. ), whicq 
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indicates that it had four corners 
decked with the braid-shaped inter
woven cords. The four sides of the 
altar were of equal length. From the 
point of magic, the ' four-corner• 
had gained importance. At one place 
in the Jjgveda, it is said that " the 
four-cornered " ( instrument) is more 
efficacious than the "three-cornered" 
(I. 152. 2 trirafrim hanti calurasril]. ), 
and the vajra of Indra is said to be 
caturasri ( IV. 22. 2 ). Though more 
corners came to indicate more power, 
there is no other indication than 
.. four-corner " or the " hundred
corner •• and u thousand-corner ". 
Thus, the vajra is said to be " thou
sand-cornered " {VI. 17. 10 ). Ano
ther interesting symbolism is that the 
vedi is likened to the earth;9 and the 
earth itself is said to be catttrbhr11ti 

( X. 58. 3 ). This would mean that 
the square-shaped altar represented 
the earth, and was also symbolic of 
great potentiality, including totality. 
This was also the most original shape 
of the altar; and there is no indica
tion of any other shape in the older 
Vedic period represented by the 
]Jgveda. However, the shape shows 
modifications in the ritual texts, es 
in the case of the Syena-citi, which 
was of the shape of the hewk.8 

I 
~ i=<~ (-if!;&l)ct4f) 

In the Vedic symbolism the vedi Fig. I : The Square Altras 

is not always identified with the fire-

123 

altar. The fire-altar is a part of the vedi, or it stands a bit away from tho 
vedi. As noted above, the ·vedi was believed to be a woman; and the fire 
was her male. This is already indicated by the concept of the catu~kaparda 
yuvati~. The concept is clearer in the later texts, where the exact shape and 
place of the vedi is described. It is enjoined to be so made that its 
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" shoulders'' ( athsau} be elevated, facing the Ahavaniya fire-altar. tho 
reason given is that" the vedi is the woman; and embracing the virile man 
does the woman lie" ( Sat. Br. I. 2. 5. 16 ). To make the identification of 
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Fig. II : The Vedi at tbe Soma Sacrifice. The adjaceot altar at the Dada. 
pur9amasa io the west is not shown bore, though the otber two fires are shown, 
The Abavaoiya has to be inside, Here it is shown roughly, Cut-out lines iodi. 
cate the embrace position. 
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the vedi with the woman true to life, it is said that the vedi is to be strewn 
over with sacrificial grass, as the woman's private parts are covered (Ibid. 
I. 3. 3. 8 }.' The position or the .Ahavaniya and the vedi is thus the embrace 
of the fire and the altar. If we remember that the earth is the vedi, and the 
.Ahavanlya is the heavenly fire (the Sun }, the position would indicate the 
close embrace of the sun and the earth. The suggested feminine nature of 
the vedi and • her• nudity in the Vedic concept is to be noted; for, it enters 
the Jeter shape and concept of the vedi, and the vagina-like shape of the fire
altars in the Puranic texts. The actual measurement of the Vedic altar is as 
follows: According to the measurement in the Satapatha Br. (III. 5. l· 2ff ), 
first a main peg is fixed, which is to be three steps from the the main pole of 
the sacrificial pendal. To the south of this main peg another one is fixed at 
the distance of fifteen cubits; this new peg marks the southern buttock 
( .frmzi) of the vedi. To the north of the main peg another peg is fixed at 
the distance of fifteen cubits ( hasta )· This marks the northern buttock. 
To the opposite point of the main peg, to the east, at the distance of 36 
prakramas, another main peg ( the eastern peg ) is fixed. To the south of 
this new ( eastern ) peg, at the distance of twelve cubits a peg is to be fixed. 
This marks the southern shoulder ( a1il8Cl } of the vedi. Again to the north 
of the eastern main peg, at the distance of twelve cubits a peg is fixed. This 
marks the northern shoulder ( Fig. II ) . The whole figure would give the 
idea that the vedi is embracing the .Ahavaniya fire-place. The sro'Q.i ( 15+15 
cubits on the West) is broader than the a1izsau (two shoulders) that seem 
to touch the Ahavaniya (on the east) and are narrower ( 12 + 12 cubits). 
The reasoning is as follows: "At the back the vedi is broader, indeed I 'She 
is broader at the back, she has spacious buttocks •, so do they say about a 
woman, in praise. As she is spacious at the back, indeed, the one that is 
spacious at the back is prone to procreate" (Ibid. 11 ).6 The idea is not 
only that the vedi is a woman, but also that it is a device for the generation . 
of prosperity, progeny and even the desired result. Offerings in 'her '• 
would ' give birth • to accomplishment. 

The measurement of the vedi is also said to be four aratnis to the west 
and three to the east, while the length is said to be 96 migulas (east-west). 
In a variation, to give a more realistic shape, the sides of the vedi are to be 
made curved inward (Fig. Ill). This would make 'her• more resemble a 
young woman, with the narrow waist ( tamt-madhya, or even paramatm· 
madliya and ' sad·asad·samiaya-gocarodari '; (cf. Nai~dltiya Il.40; III.41 ), 
a detail use by Kiilidasa ( Kwi1B.rasa1iifJlzava, I. 39 madhyena sa vedi-vilagna· 
madliya )· This would indicate that the type of the vedi with the in-ctu·i:ed 
sides was already known upto the 4th century A. D. ) ; and Bhoja mentions 
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it, as we shall see later. The tradition (er. Satya11aq.ha S. S. I. 6) enjoins 
the srov.i of the vedi to be elevated to the Garbapatya fire-place. The 
Ahavanlya is described as sama·catusra (square), with 24 angulas from side
to-side. The brim is said to be four angulas wide. Both these fire-places, 
or altars, are enjoined to be sloping to the east or the north. We do note 
that the Giirhapatya altar is not square, but round; while the Daki;iJ;la fire
altar is of the shape of a winnowing basket ( furpeiki.ira ) ( Fig, II ) or bow
shaped, as it is described by others. The Gilrhapatya is said to be 27 
ailgulas from side-to-side, while the Dak~ii;ia 19 angula8. Though there i11 
no clear reasoning for the shape of the Dak~ii;ia fire-place, it appears that 
the shape is to show the half-moon, as the fire-place is meant for the offer
ings to the manes; and the rounded fire-place might be confused with the 
sun-shape. But, this is purely a surmise at the moment. 
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Fig Ill : Altar nt the Dar~apiirl)amisa Sacrifice. Other Jiros aru oot showo, The 
Alio.vaniya hl\s to 1>11 011lsltl11 lhe allal', jusl touchlne Ila eaulem aide. Horo It la 
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The round shape of the Giirhapatya is to be seen also in the case of 
other fire-altars such as the Sabhya or the A.vasathya. But this cannot be 
said to have given rise to the altar called, later, ku'1)4a. The prototype of 
the kuv4a has to be seen in the Ukhii. The Ukha is said to be the womb of 
the fire and, in shape, it is like a big jar without the mouth. At the top of 
it, and round the opening, there is the design of braided hair-arrangement 
( Fig. IV), which is the veritable kaparda. On the sides of the Ukhii are 
seen two breasts, just below the braided hair.8 This would indicate the 
Ukhli to be a grown-up and motherly woman. This is the prototype of the 
later kuti4a; and, on the mythical side, it is symbol of the womb from which 
divine births are indicated, one of the finest example being that of the birth 
of VasiHha (RV VIL 33.13 kumbhe retal> Bi~catuI>; in ritual symbolism the 
retas was the sand. 7 

Flf IV : Ukbi with breasts! 
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As has been said above, the caturafra is the most popular type of 
altars from which came other variations. The Samaranga'IJ,asutradhara 
mentions four types of altars ( vedi ). namely: ( i ) Caturasrii; ( ii ) Sabhadra; 
(iii) Srldharl; and ( iv) Pad mini. They are to be used for different purposes 
on different occasions such as sacrifice, marriage, installation of the idols of 
deities, the Nlriijana rite and the consecration of kings. The following are 
the general instructions for the construction of all the altars : 

( i ) They should be constructed from bricks that are duly consecra
ted with suitable mantras; 

( ii ) All should have rising steps ( mekhala); 

(iii) The height of each should be equal to } the length of one side: 
thus, the Caturasra, which is nine cubits on each side, will have 
the height of three cubits; the SabhadrD, which has the side 
measuring eight cubits in every quarter, will have the height of 
2ff cubits; the Srldharl, which has each side of seven cubits, 
will have the height of 2~ cubits, while the Padminl, which is 
six cubits on each side, will be two cubits high. 

More details of each of the altars are as follows : 

The Catura~rii is a simple altar with four corners. The Sabhadra 
( also called Sarvatobhadrii ) is to be decorated with the bhadra signs. The 
Srldhari is said to have twenty corners ( v. 8 km;iavi1i1sati·sa1i1yuta); and the 
Padmini (called also Nalinl) is said to be set in the pattern of a lotus 

( lb1d. padma-sa1i1stltana-dhiiri'IJ,i ). 

The Catura~ra is to be used at a sacrifice; the Sabhadrii is enjoined at 
the installation of an idol ; the Srldharl is prescribed at marriages, while at 
such rites as the Indramaha or a royal consecration the Padminl ( Padmiivati) 
ls prescribed. The following details come after the mention of Padmini 
( Nalinl); and it is not known clearly if they are to be restricted to this 
particular altar. They are : it should have faces (turned outward ) at the 
four sides; it should have the steps ( sopiina) on the four sides ; it should 
have also gates, and should he decorated wilt the signs of the half-moon.8 

At the four sides, at the corners, there should be four pillars ; at the foot of 
each pillar there should be a jar filled with water ; the jars may be prepared 
from gold, silver, copper or even clay; and they should have the attractive 
figures of monkeys ( valg1t·viinara·bh·u~tai~ ). Thii ends that are to be fixed 
in the ground should be smeared with jaggl!ry, honey and clarified ~utter 

( vv. 11-14 ). 
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we do not get any further details regarding the vedis, nor is it made 
clear whether the various types of the vedis are set ~n the square; but proba
bility of this being so is great. The Sridharl vedi is said to have twenty 
corners; in actual shape it could hardly be differentiated from the round one. 
because the corners could be rarely visible. The surmise gets strengthened 
from the fact that, in another context, the pillar named Srldhara is prescribed 
to be round in shape (Ch. 28.33 ). Four types of pillars are mentioned, 
namely: Padmoka, Gha~apallava, Kubera and Srldhara (Ibid. 27-33 ). The 
Padmaka pillar ( stambha) is said to be eight-cornered ( a~~asra ), which 
may indicate that the vedi called Padrnini was set in a lotus-shape having 
eight petals. 

The SamarCi.1igm;iasutradhii.ra does not mention other types of altars, 
though there can be no doubt that other types were current at the time of 
Bhoja. The reason is that Bhoja's work concerns itself with the more popular 
and auspicious rituals. The Purai:ia texts, which are chronologically earlier, 
however, mention the other types, The Samarii.1iga'{Ulsutradhara also does 
not state that the shape of the mouth of the altar should be like the vagina. 
The Purlii:iic records, however, specifically mention it to be so (Mats-ya P. 
6'8.40 yani-vaktrii. ). The yani is enjoined to be twelve angulas in length, 
and six or seven aizgulas wide; it is also prescribed to be elevated in the 
middle like the back of a tortoise (Ibid. 92.95-123 ).9 The altar is also 
enjoined to be like the lip of an elephant (Ibid. 124 ), which is itself apt to 
give the idea of the yoni; and it should have a pit in the centre. For the 
purpose of sorcery the altar is to be triangular (Ibid. 123.147 ). The PadminI 
type of vedi is referred to by the Siva P. (Vil. 2.27) which also mentions the 
round and the catura§ra types. The lotus is referred to here as having eight 
petals ( v. 4 alf~adalambujam ). Here, agin, there is the yoni of the shape 
of the Asvattha leaf 10 or that of an eiephant. The lotus appears to be an 
adaptation of the lotus ( blue )·leaf referred to in the Vedic context, where 
the fire is said to have been churned by Atharvan from the pu:,kara (RV VI. 
16.13 ); and the lip of the elephant is only the variant of the lotus-leaf. The 
Agni P. also mentions the shape of the altar as that of the yoni ( 309. I4cd 
lcu'T).<J,e yonyakrtau hunet ). Other types of altars mentioned by the Agin P. 
( 24,17-18) are va~uka variant reading ca~uka ), dvyangula, vrtta and gopada 

( cow-foot). The Skanda P. ( V. 1.3.58ff) which mentions the round (vartula) 

altar for the rites in respect of Brahma, says that the one shaped like a bow 
( dhanu11ii.krti ) should be made for the rites for Vi~i:iu and the square ( catu,. 

kO?J.akrti) for Siva. The bow-shaped altar is the same as the Vedic Dak~ii;ia 
fire-place. The BhavilfYa P. ( Madhyama-kha1;u;la 2-40 ), which deals with 
various types of altars, says that the four-cornered be prepared in the rites 
for the establishment of the idols; it may be useq for consecratory rites 

A.e.-17 . 
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Fig V : Puriii;ilc Altars. (Found also la the Atharvaparl!ll~!a.) 
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( Ibid. 14); that for rites relating to the birth-festivals of gods the altar should 
be crescent-shaped ( Ibid. 17) and for the rites regarding the cure of diseases, 
it should be vagina·shaped (Ibid. 18 ). 

If we try to trace the evolution of the shape of altars it seems that the 
most original one was the c11turasra (square) ; this is borne out by the 
Vedic reference to the catu11ka'IJ°'rda, and the shape of the Ahavanlya, 
Though the greater vedi ( Mahavedi ) is said to be a woman, the shape is that 
of a catuf}km;ia, but not exactly a square. The round altar has its prototype 
in the Ukbii. The triangular one is half of the square. Though the yani-type 
is a more expressed concept of the vedi being the woman, its origin appears 
to be in the leaf of the blue lotus, which is said to be the birth of the fire-god, 
as noted above. The Iotus-vedi (Pad mini ) of Bhoja, and the Purlil;las, itself 
is suggested from the putjkara, also the conceptual birth-place of the fire-god; 
and the elephant-lip, probably, is suggested from the lotus-leaf, which 
reverts to the Vedic period. It may be noted that the female-yoni, the leaf 
of the lotus and the lip of the elephant are almost the same motif, being 
similar in shape. The Dak~ii;ta fire-altar is directly represented in the 
dhanutJakrti altar of the Pura~as; and the crescent-shaped altar appears to 
be only a modification of the same. The altar of the shape of the cow's 
foot-mark does not seem to have a prototype in the tradition directly. But 
in this respect a detail from the rite of the purchase of Soma is to be marked. 
The cow, in exchange of which Soma is to be purchased, is made to walk 
seven steps to the north. At the seventh step, the foot-print (actually the 
dust at it) is collected by the Adhvaryu priest in a plate and given to the 
sacrificer ! He then takes it and places the dust (cow-foot ), dividing it into 
three parts, into the two fire-places, the .i\havanlya, the Garhapatya; and the 
third part is given by him to his wife, which she places inside her house. 
Thus, the cow-foot (go-pad.a) gets associated with the main fire-places. Yet 
there is no direct evidence for the altar of the shape of the cow-foot in the 
Vedic tradition. But, we might look to another detail, now from the Maha
bharata, where the sages Valakbilyas are said to fall in a cow-foot mark, 
which was filled with water (Adi. 31. 9 gotjpade samplutodake )• Looking to 
the nature of the Valakhilyas, who are the " protectors of the solar orb" 
( maricipah, ibid. 30. 15 and Nilakai;i~ha ), the "cow·foot" is nothing but the 
solar orb. The cow.foot altar, then, would be the replica of the solar orb, 
the aspect of the heavenly fire·place ! And in a more popular usage it merged 
with the round altar. This concept of the go11pada and the Viilakhilyas occurs 
first in the Supan,iiidhyaya ( I. 2. 3 ) a text earlier than the Mahabharata. 

It would be seen that Bhoja's work leaves away certain types of vedr's 
mentioned by the Puriii;ias. The probable reason for this we have noted 
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above, But in addition to the four vedis for general rituals ( i. e. Caturasrii. 
Sabhadra, Srldhari and Padmini ), Bhoja refers to the Yajiiavedi, as we have 
mentioned earlier. This he mentions in another context, which is that of the 
town-planning (Cb. 18 ). Here he presents instructions about the lay-out of 
the town or the capital; and he says that when the region for the city is all 
measured out and sites for the temples for various deities are fixed, the plot 
for the purpose of sacrifice should be measured to the south-east quarter 
( 45 12, disi dak~i'{ID--punxL81/am ). The total length of this plot is said to be 
36 prakramas (with suitable width). The author mentions that the 36 pra
lcramas should be east-west. The main structures are: ( i) a square ( caturasa 
nive8a )· This is to be in the east and should measure 18 x 18 ayamas ; (this 
compares with the Ahavaniya fire-place), (ii) to the west of this Caturasra 
at some distance, there should be the Yajamii.na-ku~i (hut for the sacrificer); 
its measure should be 16 x 16 ayamas; (iii) another vedi, which is said to be 
so arranged that a small cart should pass in between; (iv) the Ut{ara-veds, 
to its north ; and ( v) the Priigvam5a, to the north-east of the Yajamiina· 
kuti; for, the head of the sacrifice is said to be in the Pragvam5a. 

The actual measurement of the altar proper is as follows : 

Total length; 36 prakramas ( East-west ) • 

At the head above the Caturasra : 24 prakramas. 

At the (back) of the Yajamiina-kuti : 31 prakramas. 

At the middle (i.e. half of the total length) : 18 pralcramas. 

The whole figure would appear to be like the Srauta vedi, with slight 
differences.11 (Fig. VI) This Yajiiavcdi, however, seems to be for a special 
occasion, as for example, for the consecration of a new town. 

Now we go to see the various types of platforms. 

Platforms are not mentioned separately by Bhoja in his Samaraii· 
· gattasutradhara ; but, they are described as part of temples or palaces, and 
they can also be taken as types of vedikas. Here they are termed pi!ha. 
Broadly, they arc divided into three classes, namely kaniyas (small), mad· 
hyama (of the middle size) and uttama (the highest size), their height being 
respectively, 1, Ii and 2 parts (Cb. 40 ). The text mentions five types of 
pi~llas: ( i) Padabandha; (ii) Sribandha; (iii) Vedibandha; (iv) Prati
krama; ( v) K~urabandha (or K~urakabandhana) (Ibid, 61 ). Of the three 
broad types, mentioned above, the uttama is recommended for the three 
main gods Vi~i;iu Siva and Brahmii; the kaniyas is meant for other gods. 
Each of the platforms is divided suitably into strips, with various designs 

~arved upon them. The main parts of the pitl].as are ; khuraka (hoof), 
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padmapatrikii (lotus-petals), kaTJ,ika (ear of corn), kumuda (white lotus) 
ka'l),~ha (neck), pa~#kii (strip), padma-pa/~ilcii (strip of lotuses), kapota, 
griisa ( a piece cut out by the intersection of two circles ). The proportion 
of the strips vary according to the type of the pi~ha; and the strips divide 
the height of a pi~ha. Thus, the Padabandha is divided into (or is made up 
of) twenty strips (or parts). The khuralca in it extends upto five parts; the 
padmapatri/,a two parts; ktl:pika one part; kumuda goes on upto three parts 
and so on. The -padmapatrikii starts leaving the space of two a1igulas from 
the khuraka; the griisa extends to six migulas ( which, probably, indicates 
that the space between the intersections of two circles that cut each other at 
two points is six angulas); and it is superimposed by a lotus ( kumuda ), at 
the upper cutting (Ibid. v. 9 grasal> tp<f.angulas fa81Ja1> kumudam sapta· 
nirgamam ). 

The Srlbandha has 27 divisions, which include, among other figures of 
decoration, makara and the makara·pa{(ika, which are mentioned also in the 
case of the Vedibandha, which is said lo have 19 divisions; the same Is the 
case with the Pratikrama-pltha, with slight variations. The K~urabandha 
hes 20 divisions. The kapol.a is the last division; and it is superimposed by 
what is called Niisika, which is the upper structure (or timber-structure in 
the case of a building), probably of the shape of nose. The topmost of the 
pJ(ha is called khura·varaTJ<f.ika, which is a raised platform with a small 
parapet. 

The Purlii:ias mention ten types of platforms, namely: Sthai;a4ila, 
Viipi, Yak~i, Vedi, Mai;tc;lala, Purµacandra, Vajra, Padma, Ardhasasin, and 
Trikopa ( Matsya P. 261. 6ff ), The Sthai;ac;lila is said to be square ( caturaha) 
and is devoid of any step ( mekliala ). The Va pi has two mekltalas. Vedi is 
also square. The Puri;aacandra has two meklialar1 and is red in colour. The 
Vajra has three mekltalas, and has attached coroer--tops. The Padma has 
sixteen corners. The Ardhacandra is of the shape of a bow; and the 
Trikoi;ia is like the trident { lbid. 6-12 ). Each of these is associated with 
differeht gains (Ibid. 15-17 ). 

NOTES AND REFERENCES 

1, Sa111a1·. S., 3.;, 10-12; the sil"iis are Nand.i, Jaya, Bhadri and Pur9i !O the main 
quarters, and Vasi~!hi, l{asyapi, 13h::irgavi and 1\ngirasi to the four sub. 
quarters, 

!l. .QV I. Hl4 .. 35; Sat. Br, I. 2. 5. !) etc, 

3. Some others are l{ankacltl, of tho shape of a trough, the chariot-wheel and so 
on, see P, V. Kane, /ii5eory of D/1ar111a8u#ra, Vol. 11-ii, Poona, lll74, p, 12411. 
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4. ~IJT \ ~: I tf~~41 q-lffi:!6 l{=it Jlllll1ITT! ~~mS°l'Wlt: I ~~~ 
IPJi~ 8fiflff ifi'UFcf- ar.:rmrm ~II' I mffi~~~ I ; of, afl!ffiiifJJU, ~ IV. 15 

lTI'l5:lf of ~. 

6. ~Wf qam:{t~ ll<!'I« I "tf,!ijrG:t\lRft' ll~~fUt: ,, ~fij ~ ITI'lf srmr~ I ~l: tfa{f• 

~61' lT<rftr I q-~: ~ ~ I 
6, Uva~a on Vuj, Sam, XI, Sil. 

7, Sat. Br, VI, 6. 2. 8 for Agni as the male and Ukha as the woman; (or sand= 
semen, Ibid. VII, I. l. 44. 

s. Sa111ar. s. 47. 12 '<Jg~ g dRIT ~11'1~4r :qgfhr11:, I 

l«l'lili(tl+li~"RH '<111\~fm!T II 
At 37. IO we have :q'g('Jlt 'i:l'SJ~ ...... I 

9. This corresponds to the shape of the vagina of a woman, see Bhavl.!ya P. 

Brahmakha"'~a, 5. 30-31 ~~: I 
IO. This also is the desired characlerlstic of the woman's organ, Garut!a P. 

I. 64. 15, 

11. Compare figure II and X, and agaia III and X. Bhoja does not mention the 
position of the Girhapatya fire-place and that of the Dak~i"'a; but, there can be 
no doubt that the f!Cdi had place for them. A point to be noted Is that at the 
entrance of the Yajamana-ku!l, Bhoja mentions the place for deities ( 45. IG 
yajamanalm!idvare dtNata, yiis ca kirtitri.IJ ), which is not in keeping with the 
ancient tradition. This has to be taken as a later influence, and a mixture of 

I T \ 
castoms, For Srauta altars may be seen .4pasta111ba Sulba-siltra, Ed with 
Tr, in Eng, by Dr. Satya Prakash and Pt. Ramsvarop Sharma: Pbd, by the 
Research Instt. of Aacient Indian Scientific Studies, New Deihl, 1968. 



'USIJAJ:I I IN THE .IJ,GVEDA· 

G. V. DAVANE 

The word uiij in its various grammatical forms occurs 31 times in 
the lJ V. Siiyai;ia mostly derives it from the root vas ' to desire• and explains 
it as kamayamana i.e. 'desiring, desireful, zealous'. Sometimes he under
stands it as medhO.vin • intelligent'. The Western scholars like Langlois, 
Wilson, Ludwig, Grassmaon and Griffith follow him. It is Bergaigne,1 who 
for the first time, suggests that it could be taken as a proper noun. Olden· 
berg1 supports him in bis notes on .8 V II. 31, 6. Geidner ,a in his German 
translation of the .IJ, V, takes usij as a proper noun in 23 places. In 2 more 
places he translutes it as a common noun, but in the foot-notes he suggests 
that it can be taken as a proper noun. Prof. H. D. Velankar's' English 
translation of Maz:ic;lalas ll, III and VII has been published. Jn the course 
of this portion the word usij has occurred 14 times. He understands it as 
'an ancient priest •. Prof. Reoou6 has trauslated some select portions from 
the .IJ, V into French. He always translates it as 'a model priest•. Hence 
it is interesting to investigate as to what this word signifies in the .IJ, V. 

I have attempted to understand the word individually in every occur
rence. Siiyaz:ia's explanation of the word is not acceptable for various 
reasons. Since the scholars coming after Geidner have not accepted it, it is 
unnecessary to discuss it in details. Yet one can point out a few instances 
where Siiyai:ia has to strive hard to remain consistent to his explanation. He 
is often not sure as to which is the substantive qualified by this adjective 

e. g. I. 60. 2 : 

~ ~: ~ ~'f:\Pij ~ ~ '!!' mn: I 

First he says, ~~: ~i:ftilT ~en: and then ~ m~ '{fir ~~m I 
~f.tOJ: 0'lmt: 1 III. 27. IO. He is not sure whether uSij is to be taken in 

•This paper was reacl at the 32nd Session of the AIOC held at Ahmedn~ad In 

November 1D85. 

I. Vedic Rdigio11, Vol. I, French ( 1877 ), ~Translation Into English by V, G, 
Paranjpe, Aryn Snmskrti Prakiisana, Poona 4, 1969, pp. u7-5!l, 

2. ]Jgveda, Textkritiscl~ mul E:regdische Nolen, Duchhandlung, Berlin, 11109, 

pp. 212-213. 
3. Der Qgvcda, Vol. I, GoltageD, 1023. H. O. S. Volumes 33 to 3u Leipzig, l!J5l. 
4. Hym11s from tlle JJ,gveda ,\Iaf!tJala VII B. V. D. 1!163, l\'Iaq.cJala II, University 

of Bombay, 1966; Maq.<Jala III, University of Bombay, l968. 
µ, Etudes Vediq11es Pa11foeen11es, Editions E De Boccard, Paris, l!lll0-611. 
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active or in passive sense. He says, 9:t'l6mTfit;~:Cfi1Wnt1oilsfif: I 'Agni, 
desirous of oblations, like puroc;fasa • or Cfim'lfflfi:r: Cfii+•4ttl'i! I ' longed for by 
desireful sacrificers '. 

Whenever this word occurs in a clause giving a comparison with na as 
the upamavacaka, Sayar;ia takes na in a quite different manner and faces a 

difficulty in explaining lhe clause e.g. II. 4. 5 ef~ il1f+i+ft~ ~I Sayas;aa 
explains: ~ ~ q;1w.u:11'0\~q ~ct~'1': ~~ ~ f.rffnfta 1 •Agni 
reveals to the priests his form as they would like it •. Here he understands 

na as ' and • ~~T~ I 

Io VIL 10. 2 he explains ~ 'cl-~ ~I':!!) if lP+t I as q;if ~E~~ 
m:ffi' if"';ftqtf.f ~r..t1fl1i ~ra ~: I He has to add the word pa~hanti : 
'The priests carrying forward the sacrifice (are singing) songs of praise'. 
He understands na as • now • 'O\fu ~~~ 1 

Often his explanation or uAij as kamayaman.a sounds very unreasonable 

e.g. Ill. 15. 3 ~'<ft .{I !iit !fu~ ~U I Here he explains it as ~ 'olit 
ifliff'uMl"I\ ~ 1 • Make us long for wealth •. As we know the Vedic seers 
are ever eager for wealth. Angi need not create that longing in them. SD.yai;ia 
has, therefore, to explain this somehow as an~m't1ilS4~1~il Slll:filiTIH"f_ ~ ·1 
• fulfil our desire by giving us the desired wealth •. While explaining IV. 6.1 I : 

"'aht±!Ri ~ fir q~;{!!'l<Mi ~~: ~):I He says 6'1'-41ii~"'Woe 'im;f\"?.i 
{mTt m 'l~~: ~~ti( -.r.i Cfil+l'ffil'ill ~ m~ ~f.roit. I ' The 
men i. e. priests, desiring wealth in the form of cattle etc. have sat near you 
honouring you, the praiseworthy invoking priest of the mortals •. When the 
same line recurs in V. 3. 4 with -a;~~: for ;r~:. Sayai;ia takes unja1, 
as a form of Gen. sg. qualifying iiyo~ and explains: " The priests, offering 
oblations, attend upon you, 0 Agni, for the sake of the mortal sacrificer, 
desiring covetable fruit". 

He bas to explain some portions somehow in order to understand 
u~ij as kiimayamiina e.g. X. 46. 4: 

~'* &)~ ~"t.@:: ~ ~ ~~UJrli{t 
A~ii+l'lloq~ ~ 4°~'41~ ~ ~ II 

He explains : ~fuw: ifilllq;n;fT ~~ 

f.tm '-FfflTI'lTill~ ~fafll: ( Wfid ) ~~: I 
~ +T\--lt ~mrl?f ~ 

'The desireful priests placing the invoking priest Agni amidst the 
mortals rendered him (agreeable) with praises for the sake of the people 
i. e. sacrificers. He has to take aratim as artltiiya and vitii171 as yajamananam. 

""a. -18 
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Then be attempts alternative explanation as follows: qar fifm srnr-:ni:rdaw.t 
~fit;t ~: 1 'They made Agni the lord of the people•, now explaining 
arati as •the lord•, 

There are at least S places where Sayai:ia has to add the substantive • 
.AilgirasalJ. as qualified by usija~. m. 34. 4: '(i'.if ~~: ~ ~ is 
explained by him as ~ 'li11{lf1fl~fWltfu: ~ (•.ti: ~q-r: ~'fl ~q I • Indra 
conquered the inimical forces in company of Angirasas who were desirous of 
battle•. In IV. 1. 15 ij-~ ~5fmr) f.r "t<!:' uAijalJ. is explained as 
' desiring Agni • and the pronoun te is taken as standing for Angirasal!
when the same line recurs in IV. 16. 6. SiiyaQa explains uAijalJ. with marutalJ. 
as •the desireful Maruts enveloped the cowpen ( beloning to Angirasas)' 
-In VII. 90. 4 ~ ~~r fc( -l:fET: 1 his explanation is - " The desireful 

St-~ -- ~ 

Angirasas obtained the wealth in the form of cattle 11
• Jn X. 104. 4 he takes 

uiljalJ. with aizgirasal]. and explains it as• Angirasas, desiring you, 0 Indra'. 
In some places usijalJ. and iccliamanalJ. stand together. Hence Saya~a bas 

difficulty in explaining the trem, e. g. X. 45. 11 ~ ~i{ S{fclo@ ... u+il"1i ~ 
11~"·~1 ~ ·~: I Here in connection with the same clause ri ~
~ fit' CJr!: he takes • the Gods' as the subject of fit <1~: and explains 
~:as~~: 'intelligent'. 

Similarly, in X. 46. 2 !!!! "f~~ ~fl:if! ... o·fil 'cft!! ~s~ I 
he construes ;.Jfu'if: with ~:, and explains it as <filw:lmoJT: ' longing' and 
then he has to add ( 811~0!':) before ~!:{:. ' The wise longing Bhrgus 
found out Agni, moving secretly in waters, since they desired to have him 
(as their own)'. 

Thus the possiblity of taking usij as an adjective meaning • desireful • 
is completely ruled out. Now, before discussing as to what the word signifies, 
let us put together what the IJ,V says about usija'IJ, :-The mortal Usijs obey the 
precepts of Agni (I. 60. 2 ). Agni is usij i. e. a represrntative of the USijs 
(I. 60. 4. ). Indra protects Usijs who desire friendship with him (I. 131. S ). 
(In ancient times) when Agni was polished i. e. decorated by the USijs he 
became agreeable to them (I. 189. 7). Agni had formerly revealed bis real form 
to the Usijs ( II. 4. s. ). The USijs found their way through the sacrifice (II. 21. 
5 ). The Usijs in ancient times offered excellent praise to Agni. The singers 
now desire to offer similar praise ( 11. 31. 6 ). The immortal USijs i. e. the 
ancient ancestors of the present USijs ordained three fule-sticks in the fire. 
One of these was for the mortals, the other two for the neighbouring worlds or 
the sister-worlds (III. 2. 9 ). The ancient Usijs were favoured with excellent 
wealth by Agni. Hence the present singer says, " For the winniu~ of trea&Ull;3 
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make us USijs" (III. I 5. 3 ). Indra conquered the inimical forces and won light 
with the help of the U5ijs (III. 34. 4 ). The poet Visvamitra Giithina tells the 
~bhus that his ancestors, the Usijs, have come to know about the miraculous 
powers, with the help of which the {!.bhus have obtained a share in the sacri
fice. This they could know through a lot of thinking, through family-ties and 
through the knowledge of the Sagas (Ill. 60. I ). With their divine speech the 
Usijs have thrown open the cowpen of the cows-Vala myth -(IV. l. 15; IV. 16. 
6; X. 45. 11 ). Afcer that the waters flowed in ancient times (VII. 90. 4 ). Tho 
Usijs, the men, have sat beside Agni, the invoking priest {IV. 6. 11; v. 3.4 ). 
Agni has carried forward the sacrifice just as the U~ijs extend their thought 
i.e. their thoughtful songs ( VH. 10. 2 ). The USijs, the clans, invoke Agni in 

the sacrifices (Vil. 10. 5 ). The USijs caught hold of fire first (IX. 86. 30 ). 

The USijs, the Bhrgus, have found out Agni, hiding in the waters ( X. 46. 4 ). 
The Usijs, the connoisseurs of the right ways, praising Indra, stayed in the 

house of Manu ( X. 104. 4 ). 

In the light of the above description of Usijs I feel certain that Usij 
is the name of an ancient family or a small clan well-known for its religious 

inclinations, for its priestly efficiency and for its mystical powers. USija'I]. and 

mantt~a~ are mentioned in apposition in lV. 6. 11; V. 3. 4 and usija~ and vi8a'Q. 
are mentioned together in VII. 10. s. This proves that the present Usijs form 
a well-known family or clan among the mortals. They seem to form a branch 

of Angirusas, especially of the Pajra-Angirasas ( SV I. 116. 7 ). As seen above, 

even Siiyai:io, who takes usij as an adjective, has to bring in the Angirasa, in 
connection with the USijs in 5 places. Prof. Velankar, who translates itsijal]. 
as ancient priests has referred usija'I]. to Angirasas in his foot-notes on III. 2. 9. 
III. 34. 4 and VII. 90. 4. In X. 46. 2 usijah, and bhrgava~ are standing 

in apposition. In III. 2. 4 Agni has been described as bhrouriiim riiti1]. 
•a gift of the Bhrgus '. It has been accepted by all scholars that Bhrgus 

and Angirasas form an ancient priestly clan. Sayat:ia always explains the 

phrase purve rlPYa~ as Bhrgvaiiyirasaprabhrtaya~. From very ancient times 
Bhrgus and Angirasas have been intimately connected with the cult of fire. 
Rahurkar8 says, " This can only mean that the illustrious priestly family of 
the Bbrgus claimed that their ancestors taught men to produce fire by friction 

end also initiated them into the proper fire-cult". Similarly, the prestigeous 

position of the Angirasas in this regard has been clearly brought out by 
Shende7 in the following words, "Tbe Angirasas thus form the ancient family 
of the priests of Agni. They found out Agni, churned him and employed him 
for the sacrificial purpose. Agni is Angiras or Angiras is from angara, the 

6. Tllo Soers o/ tl1c }1.gveda, Dr. V. G. Rahorkar, University of Poona, 1064, p. 218. 
7. M1gfmsas i11 the Vedic LU~atr1re, Dr. N. J. Shonde, Al30RI, XXXI, p. lZl, 
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burning ember. They must have first started the worship of Agni. This is 
acknowledged by all seers of the S V and the Brahmat;1as ". In the same 
article Shende points out that according to B. G. Tilak Angirasas must have 
been the ancient sacrificers of the whole Indo-European race. 

Following this history of the Bhrgus and the Angirasas I feel that Usijs 
formed a small clan belonging to this illusrious priestly clan. Geidner has al
ready explained 25 occurrences of this word, taking usij as a proper noun. I 
feel the remaining 6 occurrences also can be explained in that light as follows: 

(I) I. 60. 4: Agni has been installed in the human clans as the chosen priest 
among the mortals. He is usij i.e. a rcpresentaive of the Usijs, a purifier and 
a Yasu. ( 2) I. 189. 7: 0 Agni, at the evening time be agreeable to us just as 
you become agreeable to the mijs when they polished i. e. decorated Angi ( in 
ancient times). ( 3) llI. 3. 7: 0 Agni, you are usij among the gods very 
intelligent of the singers. The implication is that Agni is represen1aive of the 
Usijs among the gods. Similarly, ( 4) III. 3. 8: Agni is usij among the signers 
( 5) III. 11. 2 Agni is immortal usij, implying that Agni is usij; but he is 
immortal whereas the present U~ijs are mortal. ( 6) X. 92. 12: the poet Saryiita 

Manava requests Ahirbudhyna 'to listen, even from a distance, to the praise 
that we Usijs are offering you'. Here the exact relation between Saryiita and 
Usijs cannot be explained. Perhaps iva is to be added after usijam. 

The fact that usij was the name of an ancient family or a clan is futher 

corroborated by the presence of its secondary derivative ausija in the IJ V. It 
bas occurred 10 times in the ]JV. All scholars have explained it as a proper 
noun. Only in 3 places SayaQa has somehow explained it as a common noun. 
In IV. 21. 6 and 7 he explains it as 'a sacrificer' and in V. 4. 6 as the Sun. 
Kak~lvat, the poet of a few hymns in the IJ V, is Ausija ( J. 18. 1 ). The 
merchant Dlrghasravas is Ausija (I. 112. 1 ). The king ]3.jisvan in the Pipru 
myth is Ausija ( X. 99. 11 ). 

Siiyat;1a,8 on the evidence of Anulcrama~ii, explains ansija a as matrony. 
mic in the case of Kuk~ivat. According to him Kak~ivat's father is Dlrgha

tamas and his mother is a Sudra maid servant of the queen of Anga. He takes 
usij as the name of that Sudra woman. On I. 112. ll Sayapa0 says about 

Dlrghasravas that usij is the name of wife of Dlrghatamas. Her son, the sage 
Dirghasravas worked as a merchant during the course of a drought. Because 
of this Ausija has been understood as a matronym by later scholars; but it 
can be definitely explained as a patronym. In the IJ V the seers are rarely 
designated by their matronyms alone. Kak~lvat is ausija because he is a son 

8. Vediit'tlrndijJikii on I. 110, V, S, l\l,, p. 712. 
o. I (lief., p. 080. 
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or a descendant of Usij. The evidence provided by Pargiter10 is very help 
ful in this regard. It is true that he has mostly depended upon the evidence 
of the Puriiqas. Yet, he has ably corroborated it with the evidence from the 
Vedic literature. Since ~jisvan also is called Ausija in RV X. 99.11 Pargiter 
points out that ausija must be taken as a patronym. ~jisvan was a son of 
Bharadviija Vidathin and had no connection whatsoever with the Siidra 
woman. He points out that Usij, an ancient member of Aitgiras family, had 
three sons Ucathya, Brhaspati and Samvarta. Oirghatamas was a son of 
Ucathya and as such he was an Ausija. Kak~ivat, therefore, is naturally an 
Ausija. According to Pargiter11 "A man had various patronymics· from 
different ancestors and the choice in poetry was often governed by the metre. " 
He feels that this can explain why Kak~Ivat is called Ausija and not Dairgha
tamasa or Aucathya. Pargiter has further pointed out that the name of the 
Siidra woman was Auslnari according to the !Jfalzabharata IL 20. While dis
cussing the genealogy of Bhiiradviijas Rahurkar12 mentions that Bhiirad
vnja Vidathin was a son of Brhaspati nnd a grandson of Aitgiras according to 
the Sarvanulcrama~ii. Then with the evidence of the Purai;ias he gives a table 
according to which Usij, a descendant of Aitgiras family, had three sons 
Ucathya, Brhaspati and Sa1hvurta. Brhaspati had two sons Oirghatamas and 
Bharadvaja. Kak~ivat was a son of Mamateya and a grandson of Dlrgha· 
tamas, while ~jisvan wus a son of Vidhathin, and a grandson of Bharadvlija. 
Thus both Kak~Ivat and ~jisvan are Ausijas. According to Pargiter, Ausija 
is one of the 15 branches of Ai1giras family in the genealogies given by 
the Puranas. He, therefore, is of the opinioo13 that "Usij- (as Siidra mother 
of Kak~lvat) - seems to have been invented to explain Ausija through the 
lack of the historical sense. " 

All this leads to the proof that the ~gvedic seer Kak~ivat was a des
cendant of the Usij family, forming a part of the Pajra-Angiras clan. In ~V 
I.116. 7 he is called '[Jajriya aad Sayaqa there says~ <IT ~ta: I 

It is interesting to note that the word usij is found in the Avesta also 
in a slightly diffc:rent form as usiklrsh. In his paper on• An Avesta-amulet 
for contracting friendship• Jivanji Jamshetji Modiu has provided very 
interesting information in this regard. He refers to the following portion 

10. A11cie11t ludiau Historical Traditio1a, F. E. Pargiter, 1st edition, 19:!2, Reprint 
Motilal Banarsidass, IUIJ2, pp. 160-101. 

11. Ibid,, p 140. 

12, The Seers of tl1e J.lgvcda, pp IU0-101. 

13, A11cic11t llldia11 Historical Trmlitio1i, p. 101, 

l-'. Aut11ropologlaal Papo1·s, Anthropological Sociaty of Bombay, 1011, 
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from the Gllthiis: "0 Mazda, I ask this. The Daevas who fight according to 
their wishes and through whom the Kara pans and the Usikhshs have entrusted 
the cattle to Aeshma Daeva, and through whom the Kavis grew in power, 
have they ever been good rulers'! They did not procure for these (cattle) 
water or pasture through piety." 

Here the Karapana, the Usikhshs and the Ka vis form a trio of wicked 
persons. According to Modi, it corresponds to a similar trio in the 
Avesta· amulet and a similar one in Ahur Mazda Khodae prayers. He gives 
the following table -

Avesta-amulet 

Giithiis 

Ahur Mazda Khodae prayer 

Kura 

Ka vi 

Kikan 

Tarvani 

Usikhsh 

Shastaran 

Kara pan 

Kara pan 

Kara pan 

Thus Usikhshs of the Giilhii are the same as Tarvanis of the Avesta· 
amulet and Shastaran ( Sg. Shastar) of the Ahur Mazda prayer. Jivanji 
Modi further points out that according to Zad Sparam15 Usikhshs and 
Karapans were two families that were related to Zoraster, but were opposed 
to bis new religion. According to Zad Sparam XV, five Karap brothers and 
their first cousins Usikhshs have descended from the demon Wrath and a 
sister of the king Manuskihar. The three family names in the above trios 
signify moral vices. Kavi means ' mentally blind ' i. e. ' unmindful of moral 
truth'. Kara pan or Karafan means •mentally deaf• i.e. • unmindful of moral 
instructions'. Usikhsh or Shastar meaus' oppressive, cruet'. 

Shende18 bas already said, " The Angirasas seem to be the champions 
of Deva-worshippers and hence Zarathushtra turned them into archdemons, 
leading the Daevas ". The rnijs or the Usikhsbs, forming a branch of the 
same family naturally became the enemies of Zoraster. 

Thus the word usij, which has been explained as an adjective by 
Siiyai;ia and the earlier Western scholars, is definitely a proper noun. It can be 
so explained i11 all 31 places where it occurs in the JJ,gveda. From the referen
ces to the Usijs in the It V it can be said that Usij was the name of an ancient 
family or a small clan, belonging to the Pajra branch of the Angirasas. They 
are expert priests possessing mystic powers. They are intimately connected 
with the cult of fire. The presence of the secondary derivative from this 
word, viz. autija, provides strong evidence in this regard. Sliyai;ia•s explana-

15. S, B. E., Voh1me XLVII, p, 143. 

16. .ABORI XXXI, p. 129, 
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tion of the term as a matronymic of Kak,Ivat, on the basis of the story of 
the Sudra woman ulij occurring in the Barvanukramapi, is not at all convinc· 
ing. The word is a patronymic. This fact finds support from the evidence 
given by Pargiter in his Ancient Indian Histarical Tradilian and by V. G. 
Rahurkar in bis Tlie Seers of the ]tgveda. The presence of an ancient family 
called Usij in the period of the ]tgveda is further corroborated by the 
evidence from the Aveata. Usikhsbs have been mentioned in the Avesta 
and the Gatbas as being inimical to Zaratbusbtra. 



MOJ:?HERA., MOJ:?HA-VAMSA, MOJ?HA-GACCHA AND 

MOJ?HA-CAITYAS 

M. A. DHAKY 

Moc;therii,-ancicnt Moc;lheraka (Sanskrit), Moc;theraga ( Priikrta ), 
Mondher (medieval Persian), Muc;lhera and Mohera ( Apabharmfa ), 
Moc;tberii, Moc;lherapura and Moc;lbanagara (late Sanskrit), or Moc;lheruii 
(old Gujarati), -today is a decaying village situated some 18 miles south 
of Pii!ai;i, or A1;1ahillapii~aka; the latter city io the pre-medieval and medieval 
times wa1> the capital of the Ciipotkata chieftains ( c. A. D. 881-942 ), and, in 
the medieval period, of the imperial Caulukyas ( Solankis) of Gujarat ( c. 
A. D. 942-1305 ). The Moc;lhera village nestles on a high artificial knoll whose 
lowest babitational strata contain bricks of the K~atrapa period.1 The first 
settlement may, therefore, date back to c. 2nd century A. D., the period 
predictably when cities like Vac;tnagar ( Vrddhanagara, or Anandapura or 
Anartapura) were founded in Northern Gujarat. In our own times, Moc;lherii 
is famous for the architectural splendour of its Sun temple of the earJy 
Solanki period ; but its local history and the significant position it held 
in the religio-cultural perspective of Gujarat are somewhat insufficiently 
investigated.2 

The earliest reference to Moc;lhera occurs in the curv.i-commentary ( c. 
late 7th cent. A. D. ) on the Svetiimbara Jaina agama Sutrakrtanga; there 
the village figures as • Moc;lheraga' in the Prakrta, and as ' Bhagavadgrama' 
( Helio-ville) in the Sanskrit part of the commentarial phrase.3 The vrtti 
commentary in Sanskrit on the selfsame agama by Silacarya of Nirvrtta
kula ( c. third quarter of the 9th cent. A. D. )4 gives the Sanskrit form 
• Moc;lheraka '.6 Moc;lheraka was the headquarters of a sub-division of the 
Siirasvata-ma~c;ta1a in early Solankl period ; it was then caJJed ' Mo9heraklya
ardhii~~am •0 as attested by the copper-plate charter dated S. 1043/ A. D. 
987 of the Caulukya monarch Mulariija 1.7 In the 12th century the village 
had continued to be known also as ' Bhagvadgrama' (in deference to its being 
a sacred site of 'Bhagvat • i.e. Aditya, or Sun god) as deduced from the 
reference' Bhagavaggiima) in the Desiniimamala ( c. third quarter of the 12th 
cent. A. D.) of the illustrious Acilrya Hernacandra of Pur~atalla.gaccha.8 

Riijasekhara siiri of Raja·gaccha, in his Prabandhalco8a (S.1405/A. D. 1349) 
addresses Mo<;thera as "Moc;therapura-mahiisthiina ",9 the qualification 
• mahasthiina ' being symptomatic of the high ·prestige of the place as a tirtha 
~q the medieval period. References purporting to the association of kin~ 
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[ :\fop ol northern Gujarat ] 

A.ma ( A.mra) of Gopagiri (Gwalior: c. latter half of the 8th cent. A. D.) 
with Moc;lhera occur both in the late Solanki and post-Solanki Jaina10 as well 
as Brahmanical literature.a though with differing attitudes towards him.11 

The present sanctuary ( prasada) of the Sun along with its conjoined 
closed ball ( gu<ll1.ama7J.<Japa} and the moulded platform (jagati) on which 
the main complex of structures• stands, is a building seemingly of S. 1083/ 
A. D. 102713 and thus of the early years of 1he Caulukya monarch Bhlmadeva 
I (A. o. 1(122-1066}: Its detached, exceedingly ornate, columnar forehall for 

.A. s.-111 
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the theatrical purposes ( rangamatt</a'{Ja) is plausibly an addition of the period 
of Caulukya Kan;rndeva (A. D. 1066-1095 ), son and successor of Bhimadeva, 
as revealed by its style, the inference being supported also by other circum. 
stantial evidence.14 The ample splendid lcu'l)</a (tank) in front of the main 
ensemble was already in existence when Ma~mud of Gazanii, on his way to 
Somanatha, encamped at Moc;lherii in A. D. 1025 after defeating a 20,000 
strong contingent of Gujarat. A few early sculptures uncovered from the 
surroundings of the temple during recent clearance by the Archaeological 

Survey of India includes two fragments of an exquisitely carved, tall, and 
matcbingly broad parikara (Plates XVIII, A. B.) which, to all seeming, 
enframed a Sun image of over life size ; stylisically they belong to the 
beginning of the 10th or even probably to the lest quarter of the preceding 
century.15 A large image·head from the same collection (Plate XVII, B ), 
with elegant ornamental enrichment on its lriri~a (crown ) front, is of the type 
generally associated with Surya in lower Western India; it is in the same 
general style as, and material of, the parikara fragments and betrays the 
same level and kind of excellence of carving; parenthetically, this head may 
attest to the existence in that area of an earlier Sun foundation, perhaps on 
the same site as the present edifice of A. D. 1027-1030, since a building, 
indeed of consequence, did exist when Ma~mUd encamped in Mo<;lheii.16 

The" Dharmiira9ya-khai:i<Ja" of the Skandapuratia ( c. 13th and 14th 
centuries A. D.) casts some light on the sacred surroundings in which 
Mo<;lhera is situated. The area was called ' Dharmiira1,1ya of Moheraka '. 
The Pura'l)a also knew the Sun temple and locates it to the west of the village 
(which is how it is actually found) and the name of the enshrined deity 
mentioned is ' Bakularka ' ( i. e. Bakuliiditya) •17 It likewise refers to the 
lcu:t:i<!a with the appellations • Tapta-kui;i<;la ' and ' Ravi-kui:i<Ja '.18 Among 
other shrines in the environs of Mo<;lhera, the puratia indirectly refers to the 
one of Vi~1,1u, his handsome and highly finished ancient image ( c. mid-late 
9th cent. A. D. ) was very probably the one represented by the fragment 
here illustrated as Plate XVII, C.19 The puratia. in addition, sings the glory 
of several images and shrines of different goddesses (where Srl as Matangi is 
the foremost) and some Saivite temples like Dharmesvera, Gai;iapati, etc. in 
and around the Mo<;lhera locate. 

The Sun temple probably was the most ancient among the sacred 
places in the environs of ancient Moc;Ihera. However, its more ancient 
building, as hinted in the foregoing, must be earlier than the present main 
structure which had begun to be built in A. D. 1027 after the departure of 
Ma~mud's armies ; that must have been the one whose cult image was defiled 
b>' Ma~roUd. In age, and possibly in sculptural style, the earlier buildin~ 
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tnight have been either contemporaneous with the sculptured fragments 
shown here in Plates XVII, B. C. XVIII, A. B., or, plausibly, still older. 
The Persian poet Farrukhl who accompanied Maqmud on his Somaniltha 
expedition, thus writes about this templc20 : " (The next place) like 
Mondher, a place where there was a lyiu(/, (tank), such one (looking) at 
which the two eyes of thought were indeed dazzled. Such a tank that how
ever I might contemplate, I cannot adequately express its qualities. It bore 
signs of excellence of the wise people ; it gave indication of abundant riches. 
It was a wide and expansive tank with hundred-thousand acts (of workman
ship ? steps ? ) ; around it are a thousand small temples.21 In front (of it) 
is a big temple and in the midst of ( i. e. inside ) it is an image with tho 
beauty of moon, but with the stature of cypress-tree."18 

From this early account, the following facts clearly emerge. First, 
the tank had already come into existence when Ma~mud briefly stopped in 
Mo4hera in early A. D. 1025. (Stylistically, however, it cannot be earlier 
than the first quarter of the 1 I th cent. A. D. Seemingly it was finished a 
few months, or at most a few years, before A. D. 1025. ) Second, the image 
in the sanctum sanctarum was impressively large ( having the " stature of 
cypress-tree " ) and a handsome one (possessing " the beauty of moon " ) . 
These remarks assuredly were applied to the image that carried the superb 
head shown in Plate XVII, B. (Io date it clearly seems about a century and 
a half older than the kur;i(/,a and the images inside, as well as Farrukl&i~s 

record.) Third, there was a big temple immediately behind the kurp/.a. 

The fact that this head is earlier in date than the existing main temple 
of c. A. D. 1027-1030 is proven by its style, which is Mahii-Gurjara, 
differing as it does from the Maru-Gurjara of the large images of the Sun on 
the walls, all niched on the jangha portion of the pratiratha-bays of the 
millaprasada, shrine proper: (heads, Plates XVII, B, XIX, A, B. ). It also 
clearly antedates the Sun images on the Sun temple at Tusa in Rajasthan 
( Maha-Gurjara st:yle, Medapii!a school, c. mid-10th cent. A. D.; heads, 
Plates XlX, C. D. ).28 The Moc;lhera head of the Sun under discussion 
(together with the Vi~Qu-head) is also Maha-Guajara in style, but earlier 
and indeed much superior in quality; it suggests affinities with the sculptural 
products ranged between Bhinoamala ( Bhillamala ) in Gurjarade5a proper 
and Citor or Citau4 ( Citrakfi!a) in Medapii!a ( MeviiQ ), and still farther 
east, up to the Uparamala area. 

About the date of the building that was desecrated by Ma4miid,-its 
cult image ( Plate XVII, B) clearly showing signs of deliberate wreckage,-it 
cao either be the same as that of the image and its parikara fragments iq 
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question, namely c. late ninth century, or, it may be still earlier in age, 
possibly built during the late 6th or early 7th century A. D., this surmise 
being provoked by the notice in the SUlrakrtanga-curlJi ( c. late 7th cent. 
A. D. ) which refers, as earlier cited, to Bhagavadgriima, and, by implication 
to a temple of Bhagavat or Surya, existing in that period in the environs of 
the town. If, what Farrukhl saw, were an ornate building (he does not 
specifically state though), its ornamenta1ion could have been in the same 
style as the Sun head (and its large parikara-fragments ), and hence of the 
late ninth century: in which case the building must be considered a replace
ment or the earlier one of the Maitraka period, refurbished as it might have 
been sometime late in the period of Ciipotkata Vnnaraja if not of his 
immediate successor. Alternatively, the older building or the Maitraka 
period may have been in continual use till A. D. 1025 and only the original 
(ancient) cult image may have been replaced. There is, however, no direct 
or indirect clue on this point at present. 

A solid evidence supporting the inference drawn from the ci1111-i for a 
very early Sun edifice is provided by a large whitish stone head found around 
the temple site; this apparently had belonged to a Sun image (Plate XVII, 
A), The head wears an earlier kind of karaTJ.cJa (crown), with neat small 
curls of hair emerging from beneath the rim as in pre-medieval ( Maitraka, 
late Gupta and post-Gupta ) images of the Sun. The slightly squarish but 
serene face of this image is suffused with transcedence characteristic of the 
images of the 6th and 7th century. lo style, formal configuration, modal 
perception, and aesthetic sensitivity it radically differs from the later Sun bead 
(Plate XVII, B) as well as its confrere, the Vi~i:iu-head (Plate XVII, C ), 
both of which revel in regal splendour and delicate virtuosity. This archaic 
seeming head (Plate XVII, A ) on the other hand is in style and strength of 
feeling akin to the few sculptures known from Saura~~ra of the Maitraka 
period, from Gop, Dhiink, Akhodar, and Prabhiisa.24 Its ethnic mould as 
well as physiognomic features, and, above all, its expressiveness seem retro
spective, harking back as the image-head does to those few sculptures from 
Gujarat that are attributed to the late K~atrapa period ( c. 4th cent. A. D. ).116 

This head, of course, is not the product of the K~atrapa times; it is rather 
derived from the stylistic continuum of that ancient age. The temple to 
which this image-head pertained probably was founded in late 6th or early 
7th century. It is likely that this building, as is the case of all other Maitraka 
structures excepting the temple at Gop,26 may have been plain and severe 
even when it supposedly was large, perhaps sU.ndhara (with ambulatory) on 
plan, somewhat like the temple of Biksvara, or like the Khime~vara temple 
;No. I, both in SauraHra, of the early Maitrnka times ( c. A. D. 600-6.25 ).17 
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What prompted to replace this early image in c. late 9th century in 
the Cilpotka!a times is hard to find out; whether some Muslim invasion 
from Sindh, unreported, was responsible, or whether the less ornate charac
ter (along with worn out look ) of the image was considered outmoded or 
impropitious in the 9th century and hence deemed fit to be replaced, or the 
take over by and the religious zeal of, the newly founded Ciipotka!a dynasty 
at Ai;iahlllapa~aka inspired it (or all these factors worked in conjunction with 
each other), we cannot now know. The head, seemingly of calcareous stone, 
betrays signs of wear due to the daily lustral ceremony conducted for about 
three centuries, the nose seems to have been deliberately smashed in remoter 
past, possibly in times before Gazana's invasion. Alternetively, we may 
assume that the two Sun heads represent two altogether separate shrines 
located at different spots in Mo9herfi, as a consequence allowing no room to 
surmise one structure succeeding the other at the same spot. But the 
11 Dharmiirai;iya-khai;i9a" speaks of only one Sun temple in the environs of 
Mo<;iheril. Hence both the older images possibly had belonged to one and 
the same temple site, the second succeeding the first. 

Mo9herii also was a Jaina sacred place of some consequence. It 
possessed an ancient temple of Jina Mahavira which had attained considera
ble fame in the medieval period. Jinaprabha siiri of Kharatara gaccha, in 
his well-known work on the Jaina tirthas, namely the Kalpapradipa (early 
14th cent. A. D. ), 28 refers lo the Jina Vira of Mo9herii,20 including as he 
also does this village among the principal sacred sites of that Jina. 80 But 
much before him, Siddhasena siiri alias SadhiiraI)iinka of the Yasobhadra 
siiri-gaccha in the Bappabhatti ~iiri (spiritual ) lineage, in his Sa/cala-tirtha
stotra (probably before A. D. 1067) includes Mo9herii among the well-known 
Jaina tirtllas of his time.31 As recorded in the Caitya-paripii~i-sta·vana of 
Sangama siiri ( c. late 11th or early 12th cent. A. D. ),82 the image of Jina 
Mahavira of J.\.fo9hera was seven cubits ( hastas) high and is said (was then 
believed) to have been set up by Brahmasiinti Yak~a.33 The Prabandhakosa, 
too, notes the legend of the image of Jina Vira set up by Brahmasanti.34 The 
association of Brahmasiinti wilh Mo9hera is noticed in the concluding 
benedictory verse of the .Abu-riisa ( Apabhramsa) of Pralhiidana-putra ( S. 
1290 /A. D. 1234 ).35 According to the Prabhiivaka·cm'ita of Prabbiicaadra
carya of Raja-gaccha ( S. 1334 /A. D. 1278 ), Siddbascaa siiri, the preceptor 
of the illustrious BapabhaHi suri,36 had visited Mo9herii for paying obeisance 
to Jina Vira (where he met the latter who then was a very young boy ), 87 the 
period of the visit presumably was some year early in the second quarter of 
the eighLh century. It is likely that the original shrine of Jina Mahavira 
may have been founded some lime late in the 6th or 7th century when the 
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first building of the Sun temple was constructed, or perhaps some tlme 
soon after it. 

This ancient Jaina temple has disappeared.as Its tirthavatara (shrine· 
incarnate) existed on Mt. Satruiijaya in the time of Minister Vastupala in 
early 13th century; 30 possibly the Satruiijaya temple was the same shrine of 
Jina Vlra that is said to have been consecrated by Padalipta suri II ( c. 7th 
cent. A. D. ), and afterwards known as Mahavira of Mo9herapura.40 In 
any case, this fact provides a measure of the esteem in which Jina Mahiivlra 
of Moc;lherii was held in the medieval times in Western India. Perhaps 
the last memorable notice of Jina Vira is encountered in the Prabodlta· 
caityavandana of Jinaprabodha suri of Kharatara-gaccha ( S. 1331-1341/ 
A. D. 1275-1286 ).41 The suri sings there the glory of "Vira, the decorator 
of Mohera ( Mo9herii ), .. after Jina l;t~abha of Satru6jaya and Neminiitha or 
Ujjayanta-giri, and before Jina Munisuvrata of Bhrgukaccha and Jina Piirsve. 
of Mathura.42 

Mo~ha-varitsa 

Moc;lherli was the fountainhead of two prominent communities, one 
brahmin and the other vaisya or va1J,ika ( bania ), both known as Moc;lha, 
taking the denomination after the town's name. About Moc;lha brahmins, 
the " Dharmara9ya-khat;19a" devotes a few chapters, and obviously the 
whole of that portion in the Bkanda is an interpolation or a later accretion 
emanating from the pen of some Mo9ha brahmin( s) for extolling the glory 
of Mo9herii as a brahmanical tirtha as well as of the Mot;lha brahmins, and 
to some extent, also of the Moc;Iha va?Jikas. Many Moc;lha vai:iikas followed 
Jainism, of course to the dislike of the pura"Qa writer.43 References pertain· 
ing to the Moc;lha community are available in fair abundance from the 
epigraphical as well as literary sources. 

The earliest allusion from literature to the Moc;lha-vamsa is in the 
colophon of the Prakrit Bhuya'fJ,asundari·kalta ( Skt. Bhuvanasundari-katha) 
of Vijayasirhha suri of Niigendra kula, datable to S. S. 975/A. D. 1054.44 It 
refers to J?iiUya scghi ( in current Gujarati rendering J?ahya §e~h ), Pasil 
( Par€.vila ), and Goli'icca ( Gopalaja '1 Gopalika '! ), all Moc;lha va1J,ikas and 
Jaina by persuasion. The next two are the colophonic notices, one being at 
the end of the Ma'Qoramii.·Tcaha ( Manarama-katha) of Vardhamana suri 
( c. A. D. 1100) which refers to the chief tradesman Kapardi of Dhandhuka 
as "a moon of the tvloc;lha-caste sky ( Morjha Tcul=ambara-fosi) " 41 and 
the other of Sravaka Sadeva ( Sahadeva) of Moc;lha·vamsa recorded at the 
end of the Nandiduroa·pada·vrtli of Srl·Candra suri, dated S. 1226/A. D. 
1170."6 One more allusion concerning the Jaina tradesman of the Mo~ha· 
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jli!ti occurs in the end-note of the manuscript dated S. 1346/A. D. 1290 of 
the Sthoniinga-~ika of Abhayadeva suri.47 

The earliest, and perhaps the only one so far known, inscriptional 
notice of Moc;lha brahmin is dated S. 1120/ A. D. 1064, occurring as it does 
in the copper-plate charter of Caulukya Bhimadeva J.4e Another reference 
to a Moc;lha (who may be a vaisya but brahmanist} occurs in the charter 
of Caulukya Bhimadeva II dated S. 1256/A. D. 1199.49 

A few among the countless Jaina inscriptions ranging in date from 
the I Ith to the 16th century are due to the pious acts by the Jaina 
Moc;lhas, mainly purporting to the setting up of Jina images in stone and 
metal. The earliest available is on a brass Jina-image from Ghoghii in 
Saura~\ra, dated to S. 1132/A. D. 1076.no An inscription dated S. 1273/ 
A. D. 1217 from Wac;lhawar:i refers to the donors as belonging to Moc;lha· 
vaiMa.51 One other brass image from Ghogbii set up by a Moc;lha-vaisya is 
dated S. 1296/A. D. 1240.52 The Li1Qa·vasahi inscription from Dilwarii 
( Delvac;ta, Mt. Abu) dated S. 1297/A. D. 1241 refers to the parents of 
Suhac;l~devi, the second wife of the Prligvlita Jaina Minister Tcjapala, as of 
the Mo4ha caste and resident of Pattana ( AQahilla-pataka ). 53 A comme· 
morative image of one Asiika of the Moc;lha community had been set up 
in the Vanarajavihlira of Ai;iahilla-pattana in S. 1301/A. D. 1245.84 Two 
late Solanki image inscriptions, dated S. IJ3 I/A. D. 1275,66 and S. 1349/ 
A. D. 1293,66 have as their donors the members of the Moc;lha community. 
In Cambay ( Khambhiit), a Moc;lha family refurnished the temple of Jina 
Piir~vaniitha in V. S. 1352/ A. D. 1296 in the time of the ViigheHi monarch 
Siirangadeva.67 The post-Viighelii. Jaina Moc;lha inscriptions are three from 
Gogbii dated to S. 1359/A. D. 1303, S. 1388/A. D. 1332, and S. 1400/ 
A. D. 1344.68 Among the few other inscribed late Jaina Moc;lha images are 
two, of S. 1392/A. D. 1336,59 and S. 139+ (i.e. any year between A. D. 1334 
and 1343 ).80 Still later Jaina inscriptions reporting this community are 
dated S. 1414/A. D. 1358,61 S. 1420/A. D. 1364,62 S. 1429/A. D. 1373,68 

S. 1581/ A. D. 1525,u and S. 1627/A. D. 1571,85 the last one is perhaps the 
latest, and from Rajasthan. 

The illustrious Aciirya Hemacandra of Piin;1atalla-gaccha (A. D. 1095-
1175 ), and Ya~a~piila,-the author of the Sanskrit play the Moharaja
parajaya and who also was the minister of the Caulukyan tyrant Ajayapiila 
(~. D. 1176-1178 ),-were Moc;lha vaiAya by caste.88 The Jaina poet-friar 
Balacandra of Raja-gaccha, a contemporary of Minister Vastupiila, was 
Moc;lha brahmin by caste.07 In the heydays of the Solankis several more 
~aina Mo?ha elite of eminence must have been, and the Jaina Moc;lha co~· 
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munity, as gleaned even from the limited surviving evidence we have, was 
indeed in a flourishing condition.08 After the destruction of the most Jaina 
shrines in Gujarat during the Muslim invasions and occupation period,
among them were the temples and strongholds of the Jaina Moc;thas also,
what is today left is rather a meagre fraction of the total evidence. Several 
Jaina va'T}ika communities including Moc;tha, snmc perhaps en masse,88 

embraced Vai~i:iavism under the influence of Sri mad Vallabhiicarya ( c. end 
of the 15th cent. A. D. ). Excepting a few Moc;tha Jaina families who had 
emigrated to Central lndia. 70 almost all Moc;thas today in Gujarat are 
Vai~1.iava. From them came the greatest Indian of our times, Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

Mo~ba-caityas 

The temple of Jina Mahavira at Moc;Ihera apparently was the premier 
and hence the earliest foundation of the Jaina Moc;lha community. One other, 
indeed an ancient shrine of celebrity, was that of Jina Ari~ta-Nemi at Pa~ala 
or Pa9ala ( Patac;Il) near Sankhesvara (not too far from Moc;thera ), which, 
judging from a statement in the Prabltavaka·carita, was in mid 8th century 
under the management of Siddhasena suri of Moc;Iha-gaccha. 71 The A~~ottari
tirthamata-stavana of Mahendra suri of Aiicala-gaccha (between A. D. 1231 
and A. D. 125 J ) 72 credits the founding of this temple of Jivitasvi'.imi Nemi
natha to the I Lord or Kanauja'. implying perhaps A.ma ( or rather his 
predecessor Yafovarma'3 ? ), In S. 1367/A. D. 1311, after visiting Parsva
natha of Sa1ikh(svara, Jinacandra suri II of Kharatara-gaccha came with the 
pilgrim-congregation to Pata la and paid obeisance to the "very ancient tirtha 
of Neminatha '•: ( Tata~ Pa~ata-grame Sri-Neminathatirtha1il cirakalinaih 
namaskrtya ... etc. ). 7' Accord mg to the Samararasu ( Gurjara-bhil~a) of 
Ambadeva ( Amradeva) suri of Nirvrtti-gaccha ( S. 1371/A. D. 1315 ),16 after 
the renovation and reconsecration ceremonies of the great temple of Adi
natha in A. D. 1315 Samarasi1hha, on his way back to Ar,tahilla·piitaka 
(along with the large pilgrim-congregation) visited the tfrthas of Mai;i~ali, 
Jivitasvami Neminatha of Patala, and Sankhe&vara.78 This fact is also 
recorded iu the Nii.bhinandana Jina-oddhara-prabandha of Kakka suri of 
Uke&a-gaccha ( S. 1393/A. D. 1337 )." Jinaprabha suri includes Neminatha 
of Patalanagara in his 84 sites of the highest sanctity,78 an evidence of the 
very high emience of this tirtha and its Nemi's temple in the medieval period. 
It is clear from these references that, despite devastations by Muslims in the 
whole of Gujarat between A. D. 1298 and 1313, the temple of Patalii had 
either escaped destruction or already was reconsecrated when Sadhu Samara
simha (with his father De5ala ), and a few years before him the followers of 
l{haratara-gaccha went to that place. One other notice concerning this 
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Piitala shrine by a Kharatara· gaccha pilgrim·friar is by Upadhyllya Vinaya· 
prabha ( c. A. D. 1375 ). 70 And one of the last notices is inside the Oaitya
paripa~i of Jinatilaka siiri of Ratnakara·gaccha ( c. late 15th cent A. D. ), 
referring as it does to Nemi at Pii!ala.ao (It also alludes to Mahavira of 
Mo9hcra ). It is likely that the shrine of Neminatha at Patala was not too 
far behind in antiquity from that of the Mahavira of Mo<;theraka. 

A third shrine of some consequence founded by the Jaina Mo<;thas was 
at Dhandhukakka (modern Dhandhuka ). In the medieval period it was 
known as ' Mo9ha-caitya •81 and 1 Mo<;{ha-vasahikii •; s2 it was in existence in 
c. A. D. 1094 when Devacandra silri of Piln;iatalla·gaccha met .his future 
celebrated disciple, namely the great Hemacandra, who then was a very young 
boy as mentioned in the Prabandlia-cintamatii of Aciirya Merutuitga of 
Nngendra-gaccha (S. 1361/A. D. 1305 ).83 An earlier notice to this very 
shrine as ' Mo9ha-caitya-grha • is encountered in the colophon of the 
commentary by i\mradeva siiri ( S. 1190/A. D. 1134) on the Akhya
naka-matii·kosa of Nemicandra siiri of Brhad-gaccha ( c. 11th-12th cent. 
A. D. ).u Minister Tejapiila had added to this temple a handsome raitga-
11UJ7)i/apa adorned wi1h the figures or pO.ncalikiis ( nayikiis, or heavenly 
damsels) as stated in the Vastupala·caritrati~ ( S. 1497/A. D. 1441) of Jina
har~a gai;ii of Tapagaccha,8e 

A Mo<;lha-caitya, or Mo<;lhera-vasahika, also existed in Ar;tahillapura 
as .inferred from a reference in the Prabhiivaka-carita87 as well as in the 
Prabandhakosa,98 lo the setting of an image (perhaps painting) of Jina in 
that vasati by BappabhaUl suri ( c. 7th.8th cent. A. D. ).89 

One other Mo9ha-vasati existed, it was in Mai:i<;Iali (modern Miii;i9ala) 
in the time of Minister Vastuplila; for, according to the Vastupala·caritra, 
he (or his brother) had set up the mulanayaka (cult-image) in that temple.90 

None of these Mo<;{ha Jaina shrines today survives,91 With their disappear. 
ance, large quantities of records, some of them probably were of considerable 
significance to the history of the Moc;lha community and the Svetiimbara 
Jainism in general, have vanished. 

Mo~ba-gaccha 

Inscriptions on two Jaina metal images of c. late tenth century A. D. 
allude to Mo9ha-gaccha,02 attesting as they do to the existence of this gaccha 
before that period. Among lilerary works only the Prabhavaka·carita refers 
to it.98 There is likewise no information on th~ monks, nor are known the 
hagiological lists of the pontiffs, of this gaccha. The gaccha very probably 
was of the caityavO.si order whose abbots lived in the monasteries attached to 
the temples under their control, With tqe destruction of ~hese abl?e)1S were 

A.~ -20 
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destroyed all detailed records or major pertinence to this gaccha. One 
solitary notice, rererring to the Moi;Iha-guru Hariprabha sfiri, is recorded In 
the manuscript or the Sthananga-~ikii of Abhayedeva suri, dated S. 1325/ 
A. D. 1269. 911 The gaccha is long since extinct, virtually, or definitely, from 
the dllte when the 1aina Mo~bas of Gujarat embraced Vai~i;iavism. 

NOTES AND REFERENCES 
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Bh11( ga )vadgriimiid:iiyiito " II 
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Bhogilal J. Sandeenra, Jai1111-Ag11ma-Srihitya.-nui1l Gujarat [Gujarati], Sam~odhaoa 
Granthamf1lii1 No. 81 Gujarat Vidyl\llllbha, Abmod11b11d 19621 p. 63). 
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' . . . . 
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H. Of. M. A. Dhaky, 11 The Data of the Danoing Hall of the Sun Temple, Modhero," 
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Maitrako, Anu-Maitrake1 Mahii-Gurjara one Adya-Sololiki·kiilln pratimiio" (Gujarati )1 
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Cambridge 1931 1 pp. 216-217, b11e quoted only two verse~, omitting ae be did the parb 
partlanlnrly in wbioh the Bun im11ge ho.e Leen admired by F11rrukhi, 
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53. Of. Muoi Jayantvijoyaji, Abu pt. 21 VijayadbarmaeG.rl Jaino Grantbamiilii1 Ujjain. 
V. S. 1994 / A. D. 1938, Ins. No. 2621 p. 113. 
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60. Ibid. , p. 19. The image hails from Wa4h11.wf11~ ( Sauraetra ), 

61. J11yantnvijnyaji1 Abu, pt. 2, p. 643, 
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Tojapalo vyadhiin = navyam divya-paiicalik = am·it.am I - V11.dupdl11·CGritra 6. 5'Z. 

86. Ed. Kirtimuoi, AbmeJ.abad S. 1997 I A. D. 194.11 p. 87. 

87. S'ri·Pl\ttan=.'i.ntarii M84ba-oaity = antar =- mlechha-bhailgatab. I 
Pf1rvnm iisit tam aik~ota tadiialm t.ntra dhiirmikab. II 
- Pral.il1a11r1kcs·carita 11 Bappabhn~li-eiiri-carita "1 6591 p. 107. 

88. Ek.am Moil-Jiera·Vll!l\hikiiyiim = Aq11hilh1pure I 
- P.1'a'/Jandl1akola, "Bappabhn~~l-sliri·prnbaodhn '', § 49, p. 4.1. 

89. If theso reforeoooa are reliable, it would iwply that an old Jaine. temple of the Moi!hu 
existed io Aq11billapi1laka even a oeotury before its occupation by the Cii.potka\Blo 
There is some eoulptnral evidence thnb au early township did exist ab the site ol PatRn 
io the period beforo its nvailable historical not.Ices; it, for oertaio, existtd io the middle 
of tho eighth ouutury, ( Viele 1ny 11rLicllj" L11to Guptl\ Sculpbures from Patao Aohilwnd• 
Review11d ", Bulletin, .llf11Seim1 & Picture Gallel"!}, Bcarod4, Vol, XIX, 1906 ). 

90. Aev= A.di-Jioeodra-syl\ MaJ?4nlyiirii va911thn vyadhr,t I 

Mo~h= A.rhad·v1"atau mf1l11ur,yak11m 011 nyavlvi8ab II 

- Va8'updl11·c11ritra 8. 6i. ( p. lM) 

91. Deatruction ol the tomv188 in IRtj?er towns and oities in GujaralJ, Ill may onoe more be · 
emphasized, had beeo t.oo thorough duriog tbe fateful Muslim invulou l\t the end of 
~lio 13bh oeutury A. D. and tlio early y&11rs of Muelim oooupatlon, 
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D2. The flreb Inscription Is on the back of the 1 Jioatraya • bra99 image with Jiao Pariva· 
olitha lo tho central position, From the inacriptloo ib ia oloar thnt the Moqha-gaooha 
Bpraog from the Caodra·kula. (Of. Snrabhai Manilol Navab, The Jaifl/l Tirtlaaa in 
/ndi11 and T/1eir .A.rdutect1&re, Ahmeduhad 194~, p. 28 & pl 16, Fig. 35.) (The gacclaa 
in the insoriptioo h119 boon ro11d ' Ma4hn '; 1JOS;!ibly nn ongra,·or's orr:ir.) The second 
im1criptioo is engraved oo the ' Aslo Jina. ' brass image. bore too with Jioo Piriva a1 
the priooipol 6gnre. It reads : " Om S'ri Caadro-kule M~hn-gncohe Niaoata-~rivaka
aya I " (Of. Umakant. P. Shah, .Abita Bron:ea1 Bombny 19591 p. 60, pl 88.) 

93. Mo.:µi nkhya-praucµia·gnooha-S"ri-viv1>4h naucµia.mo4hotnl.1 I 
S'ri Biddh088na iby il91n muoiodms tetra vidrutob II 

- PrabAd11al:ll-caritrr1 " BnppahhoW·sfiri-corita ", U.8 ( p. 80) 

94. Dalal, A Ducriptire Cr&tRlogrie., Baroda 1937, p. 201. 
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NASIK - A Y AV ANA CENTRE 

l\1. K. DHAVALIKAR 

Of all the Buddhist rock-cut sanctuaries of Western India, the Nasik 
complex is one of the smallest but at the same time one of the most impor· 
tant from the standpoint of the development of rock-cut architecture not 
only because of the datable epigraphical records in them, but also because 
of many new elements which are introduced for the first time. However, 
thi:ir position in the evolution of early Buddhist architecture is not properly 
appreciated possibly because the development of rock-cut caitya-orhas is 
generally traced from Bhaja in the 2nd century B.C. to Karla around 100 A:b. 
and since a vast majority of Nasik caves belong to the 2nd century A.O. they 
are treated rather in a summary fashion. Nevertheless our analysis of the 
various architectural features of the Nasik complex shows that it forms a 
landmark in the development of the rock-cut architecture of Western India, 
and what is more, this is perhaps the only site where some interesting Grecko
Roman elements are introduced. The innovations introduced in the layout 
of the cave temples were of crucial importance in shaping the development 
of the Late Hinayana phase of second and third century as also of the Mahii· 
yina phase of 5th-6th cent. A. 0. Much of the art activity at Nasik is evi
dently to be attributed to the period of K~atrapa domination over Maha· 
rashtra in the first quarter of the second century A.O., and it was during this 
period that some new architectural elements, obviously of classical origin, 
were introduced. The present paper analyses these classical features and 
their influence in the Late Hinayana rock-cut caves of Western India. 

The existence of Grecko-Romans, that is the yavanas, in Western 
India has been well attested by their inscriptions in Western Indian Buddhist 
cave temples, especially at Karla, Nasik and Junnar.1 They were present in this 
part of the country right from the days of Afoka ( 272-32 B. C. ) who is said 
to have deputed a yavana missionary, one Dhammarakhita, to propagate the 
teachings of the •Enlightened One'. The excavation of the ancient site at 
Nasik has yielded fragments of amphorae - wine jars - imported from the 
Roman empire. Although Junnar, about 150 km. south of Nasik, is sometimes 
identified with ancient Minanagara, the capital of the Western K~atrapas,1 

I. \V. \V. Tarn, T/1e G1·eeks i11 Bactria a11d fodia, Cambridge, l!J51, 2nd ed., 
pp. 254.-liB. 

2. R. G. Dhandarkar, Early History of tlle Decca11, ( Dombay, 1920 ), pp. 33 an.~ 

~44-4.J. 
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the K11atrapa art activity was concentrated mostly at Nasik as the copious 
epigraphical records amply bear out. The activity was undoubtedly extremely 
brisk confined as it was to a very short period of about two decades 
in the beginning of the second century A. D. The occurrence of classical 
motifs here should be credited to the yavanas who must have come here in 
large numbers, especially for trade, in the wake of the K~atrapa invasion, 
and although there are more yavana donors at Karla, the Grecko·Romao 
elements are mostly to be found at Nasik only which can therefore be des· 
cribed as a yavana. centre. 

Of the Orecko·Roman architectural elements, the most conspicuous is 
triskelion motif which is present at Nasik (Cave 16, facade) and Junnar (Pl. 
XX, A )8 as welJ and nowhere else in the entire range of Western Indian 
cave temples. Triskelion IiteralJy means three arms or branches radiating 
from the centre. It is a characteristic Greek motif although in composition 
it is not much different from the trik mentioned in Kautilya's .Arthaiastra 
an object with three thorns or pointed ends which was spread on the battle
field to prevent the onslaught of cavalry. It has been found in the ex
cavations at Nasik itself and Is dated to the Siitavahana period.4 Be that as 
it may, the triskelion is taken to be a variant of svastika and is supposed to 
be a solar symbol.6 It first appears on the coins of Lycia in Asia Minor 
about 480 B. C., and ·also on the coins of Alexander the Great. The Greeks 
connect it with the cult of Apollo and perhaps that is why it is taken as a 
Sun symbol. Triskelion silver trappings have been found in the • Royal 
Tomb' at Craiova, decorating the bridal of local Tharaco-Gretian prince. 
The type is Scythian and is dated to circa 3rd or 4th cent. B. C.8 It is not 
difficult to explain its import into Western Iodia by the Sakas. - There is 
every possibility of the motif being carved at both the places by yavaoo 
artists for there should be little doubt that they were quite active in India 
and were working for the local rulers as is clear from the evidence in a Tamil 

3. The mot!( occurs In an Isolated caitya cave which Is not known to the 
scholarly world. It was discovered, or rather rediscovered, by Dr. Suresh V, Jadhav, a 
research scholar at the Deccan Colloge, Poona, It has been described by him In his 
Rock·c11t Cave Temfales at J1mnar- A11 ltitegrated study. (unpublished Ph. D. Tbesls, 
University of Poona), l!JSO, pp. 1201£. 

4. It bears some resemblance with the Roman Caltrop which were used In warfare 
to obstruct the progress of horses and elephants. 

6. See H. D. Sankalia and S. B. Deo, Report 011 the E.Tcatiations at Nasik a11a 
Jofwe, 1{)50-61, Poona, 1956, p.112. 

Alfred C, Huddon, Ewl11tio11 fo Art as ill11sh'ated by life-l1istorie.s of DesigtlS, 
London, 18115, pp, 213-14, 

6. T. Wilson, The Swasttlm1 New Delhi, 1973, pp. 109-110, Figs. 217, 224-226 • 

.. e.-21 
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poem which describes yavana artisans building the palace of an Indian 
king. 7 

The other motif which is common at both the places is the sphinx. 
At Nasik it occurs in Cave No. 10 and at Junnar in the Gai;ie5a Lei;ii Ceitya 
VI. It should be emphasised that the sphinx is to be seen at only two sites 
whereas the animal capitals of Achemenid origin are found in several caves in 
Western India. Cave 10 at Nasik is known as the Nahapilna Vihara because 
it contains a number of inscriptions of this ruler one of which incidentally 
mentions the 42nd year possibly of the Kani~ka era and can therefore be 
dated to 120 A. D. Here on one of the porch pillars on its inner face, there 
are two sphinxes with the body of lion. In the GaJ}.esa Lei:ii Caitya VI it has 
been carved in the hall itself, on the second pillar of the nave on right and 
left as well. It should be noted that the representations of sphinx are also 
to be met with at Pitalkhora in Vihara XIX ( on the left hand corner), at 
Bhaja in Vihara XlX (on the left band corner pilaster ).8 The latter are 
females as at Junnar. In the great caitya at Karla too, there are two examples 
of female sphinx; they are depicted on the right and left aisles. 

This would thus show that this particular motif occurs in Western 
Indian cave temples from the very beginning, but did not become quite 
popular as there are only five sites where it occurs. But what is important 
is that it occurs only in Western Indian caves of the Hinayana period and is 
not to be seen elsewhere in the country. Since it occurs at Bhaje and 
Pitalkhora, the earliest caves in Western India, the credit of importing this 
Egyptian motif has to be given to the Greeks who are present in Western 
lodia right from Afoka's times. At Pitalkhora, in addition, there is a sculp
tured panel showing a yavana couple, probably donors. 9 There were many 
yavana donors at Karla, Nasik and Junnar. The sphinxes at these sites owe 
their existence to the yavana donors and were carved probably by yavana artists. 

There is yet one more motif which, however, occurs at Nasik only 
but is such that it c~nnot be marked out as classical. It consists of atle.nts, 
Io Nasik Cave 3 - better known as the Gautamlputra Vihara - on the plinth 
of the edifice, at the front, are carved corpulent ya!c.,a-like figures support· 
ing the projecting ends of beams as if the load of the entire superstructure 
rests on their shoulders (Pl. XX, B ). This very much recalls to the mind 

7. V. J<anakasabhni, Tamils 1800 3•ears Ago, Madras, 1050. 2nd ed. p, 20. 

8, There were two more sphinxes at 13haja, but are not to be seen now; they can, 
however, be seen only io drawings. See Jadbav, o/J. cit., pp. IG8ff. 

O. M. N. Deshpande, •'The Rock.cut Caves o! Pitalkhora !a the Deccan'', Ancirn, 
fH4ia, No, 15, lOfiO, p. 85, pl. LX, b, 
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the description in the Rarnayatia of Riivai;ia•s palace which was said to have 
been supported by demons: 

vah.anti 11a1i1 kutit/ata-sobhita11ana 
mahanasa vyomacara nisacarii ( RiimCiya{la, V, 8, 7 ). 

It was C. Sivaramamurti who first brought this to the notice of 
scholars.10 The description is so apt that it would appear to be a purely 
Indian motif, but there should be little doubt that it is originally a Greeki 
motif. In Greek mythology, atlants are sort of demons who support the_ 
earth and are quite commonly depicted in Greek art as supporting super
structures.11 At Nasik, the motif is much Indianized and hence the figures 
look like \be yaktps of Indian tradition, but their earlier representation at. 
Pitalkhora (2nd cent. B. C. ) is more illustrative. There they are carved on 
balusters of the flight of steps leading to the main caitya. They are dwarfs 
and have goblin-like features wirh curly hair and look more Greek. 

Another purely Greek motif is to be seen at Nasik only. Jn an un• 
finished and much dilapidated cave, numbered 24, is carved on the eastern 
end of the architrave a male riding a female centaur (Pl. XXI, A ).111 Such 
centaurs are of common occurrence in Greek art, aud the most famous 
illustration is the large continuous panel in the Parthenon at Athens depict· 
ing ••the Rape of the Sabines by Centaurs". Many of these panels are now in 
the British Museum, London, where they are known as the Elgin Marbles'. 

In the same cave and on the same arcWtrave, but on the western end 
is carved an owl {Pl. XXI, B ). The occurrence of owl is shocking to the 
Indian mind as it is supposed to be inauspicious, but in the Greek art the 
bird is associated with Athena and some of its finest illustrations are to be 
seen oo the coins of Athens dating back to 5 th cent. B. C. Although it was 
hated by Romans who associated it with death and disaster, the ancient 
Greek greatly respected it because it was the bird of Athena, the goddess of 
wisdom, and if one flew over or before Greek soldiers it was a sign of 
victory. This would suggest that some Greek artist must have been~respon· 
sible in introducing this motif at Nasik. Incidentally, it must be stated that 
Cave 24 where these two motifs - the centaur aod the owl - occur, was tho 
sift of a Saka. 

10. Sat1skrit Literature and Art - Mirrors of Indian C11lt1'1'e, MASI 73 (Delhi, U>5G ), 
p. 3. He, however, wrongly refere to them as caryatids which are females lo 
Greek mythology. 

11, Oscar Seyffert, A Dictio11ary of Classical Arttiq11itics, (London, 1851 ) , pp, 83-B•il 

12. Ibid., p. 123. 
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The projecting dentils in Caves 17 and t 8 have paraliels in Greek art. 
" If we compare the entamblature of an Ionic temple with the roof of a 
Gupta shrine, we may be struck by the resemblance between the bands of 
cubes toward the top of each ... One could argue that the two arise in
dependently or that they in a general way share a common source, for the 
form first appears in Greek architecture in the Ionic order of Asia Minor, 
apparently relating in form to Persian versions such as the tomb of Darius 
of the fifth century B. C. " 18 It is, therefore, not unlikely that the dentils as 
well as the human heads which occur at Nasik are of classical origin. They 
later continue to occur in the Gupta temples. 

But these motifs are not the only contribution of the yavanas; they 
seem to have contributed much more which is not easily distinguishable. 
Among other things the quadrangular, flat roofed caitya of the Late Hinayana 
period, also appears to be their contribution. An inscriptional record in 
Cave 18 at Nasik is perhaps most significant from this standpoint. It is 
carved on the back wall of the verandah. It records that the cave, which 
was both a letiam ( residence of monks ) and a caitya-grha ( caitya shrine ) 
was the gift of one lndragnidatta,14 son of Dhammadeva, a yavana who was 
a resident of DattlimitrI.18 The record further states that it was given to '' the 
monks of all quarters for acquiring merit of his parents for worshipping all 
Buddhas"· The record thus makes it explicit that it was a caitya-cum·vihara 
which is undoubtedly the earliest example of its kind. But the unfinished 
nature of the cave and some of its architectural details would suggest that 
although the donor desired something very specific, the end product was 
quite different. 

Cave 17 at Nasik is situated to the right of Cave 18 which is earlier 
and the only apsidal caitya at the site. A flight of steps on the right leads 
to cave 17 which, being an unfinished excavation, has not received the 
attention it merits. It consists of a verandah, a large rectangular hall, four 
cells on the right, two unfinished cells and a long recessed bench on the 
-=------::::::.:::::-:-=.-:-:..= 

13. Joanna G. Wiiiiams, "Dent Us aod the Question of Wooden Origins for the Gupta 
Temple", /(aladarsc111a - Americcm Studies iii f/ae Art of llldia, New Delhi, 1981, 
p. 160. 

14. The Yavanas, according Lo some, were wealthy Indian merchants who were Greek 
citizens. See W, W. Taro, Gree~s ill Bactria a11d India, pp. 371-72. 

16. Dattamitri has been identified with Deruetrias, supposed to be named after 
Demetrius, the Indo.Greek ruler, But there were two Demetria&, one lo Arachosla, 
between Seisten and Ghazoi, aod the other in Sind ( Siodhu-Sauvira ). According 
to \V, '\\',Taro, that referred to in the Na~ik record was In Siad. See his Gruks 
ill BactriA a11d llldia, Cambridge, 2nd t1dn., 1051, pp. 118-10 and U2. 
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left. A small flight of steps in between the two piltars of the verandah leads 
to the cave. The verandah ( 19.4 wide, I .9m deep 3.07m high ) bas two 
pillars and two pilasters, which have a stepped or pyramidal base with a 
ghata over it, an octagonal shaft, a bell capita], and an amalaka in box 
above which is a stepped member crowned by animal capitals. The animals 
are all elephants on which are couples in the Karla tradition. Abovet his, 
on the architrave is the typical vedika rail pattern, but even this too does 
not seem to have been finished because its length is not equal to that of the 
width of the verandah. A rectangular cell bas been carved out in the right 
end of the verandah. 

The large ball bas a doorway ( 3 m. high and 1 ·47 m. wide ) with a 
square window on either side ( 1.1 sq. m. ) and there is yet another door on 
the extreme left which may have been carved later. The ball is rectangular 
( 12.80 m. deep and 8.20 m. wide ) and bas four cells in the right wall of which 
the first and the last are squarish whereas the two central ones are rectangular. 
On the left is a long recessed bench in the middle and a cell each at either 
end, both of which are unfinished. It is likely that there would have been 
four corresponding cells on this side too, but they could not be excavated 
because there was no room; they would have destroyed the right wall of the 
Caitya Cave 18 on the left. Hence the idea of cells was perhaps given up 
and a long recessed bench was carved out. 

In the back wall is a rectangular chamber ( 4. 40 x 2. 20m ) which may 
have been intended as a shrine. But what is most remarkable is that it has 
a vestibule formed by two pillars and two pilasters. They have no bases, 
but have animal capitals on stepped members and their shafts are squarish. 
This Is by far the earliest example of an antarala in the Western Indian rock 
cut cave temples. 

The most important feature of this cave is the inscription in the back 
wall of the verandah which records that this cave which was both a letiam 
(residence of monks) and a caitya-grha ( ca;.tya shrine) and a cistern, was the 
gift of one Indriignidatta, son of Dhammadeva, a yavana, a resident of 
Dattiimitri ( Demetrias ). It was given to the monks of all quarters for 
occupying for the merit of his parents. Thus there is a clear epigraphical 
evidence to show that this cave, which would have combined a caitya and a 
'Uihara would have been, if completed, the earliest excavation of its kind. 

The cave appears to be an ill-fated excavation inspite of the munificent 
donation of the yavana. Firstly, when the work began, the verandah was 
complete and the epigraphical record was incised, it was perhaps realized 
that the hall would have been too narrow. Hence the width of the verandah 
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was extended eastward. That is why, the entrance doorway is not in alignment 
with the flight of steps. Later it was observed that no cells could be carved 
out in the left wall because of the adjoining Caitya Cave 8. In the mean 
time the work continued inwards and the antar<ila pillars and the pilasters 
were carved out. But it is not known why the shrine chamber was not 
completed. It may perhaps be due to the unsettled political conditions then 
prevalent. A good number of yavanas probably came to Western India 
in the wake of the K~atrapa invasion in the first decade of the second century 
A. D. There is no doubt that some of them were here right from a very 
early period from the days of Afoka, but there was a marked influx in the 
first and the second century A. D., as is evident from their donations, at 
Karla, Nasik and Junnar. A Roman merchant's house unearthed at 
Kolhapur also belongs to the same period.18 They also came to be 
represented in the terracottast a number of which occur at Ter. They 
must have established well in the first quarter of the second century when 
Nahapiina had conquered western Maharashtra. There should be little doubt 
that most of them continued to stay here even after Nahapana was defeat
ed by Gautamlputra Siitakaq1i in 124 A.O. On the basis of stylistic si.mi· 
larities between cave 17 and 10 at Nasikt the former can be dated to about 
120 A. D. just following the latter which was completed during the period of 
Nahapana's supremacy. But soon after the Siitavlihana established their 
sovereignty, and during this transitional period Cave 17 could not be 
completed. 

It will thus be clear that Cave 17 marks an important stage in the 
development of rock-cut archiLecture of Western India. Although not fini
shed, it was intended as a caitya·cum-mhara as the epigraph explicitly states. 
Stylistically it can be dated to the period of Nahapana and may follow 
closely Cave 10 at Nasikt which is known as the Nahapana Vihara and may 
therefore be placed in the second decade of the first century A. D., but before 
Cave 3, the Gautamlputra Vihiira. There was probably a heavy influx of 
foreigners, Grecko-Romans ( yavanas) and Sakas as the inscriptional records 
would testify and it is likely that some yavana artists were also working at 
sites like Nasik as the occurrence of classical motifs described earlier would 
suggest. But so far as Cave 17 is concerned, it is likely that the donor Indragni
datta, a yavana from Demetirias, would have desired to have a caitya-cum
vihara at Nasikt the like of which were perhaps already existing in his native 
country. This would lead us to the problem of the origin of quadrangular, 
fiat-roofed caitya·grhas. It may be noted in this connection that of the stupa 

16. l\arl l~bandl\lavala, "Brnbma.puri ", Lalit f(alU, No, 7, 1060, pp. 29-76. 
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shrine types, the quadrangular was the most popular in Gandhiira,17 and 
the earliest occurrence of quadrangular stupa shrine with an ante-cham• 
ber is met with in the Grha-sliipa A 13 of the Kalwan monastery at 
Taxila.1B The combination of a stu:pa shrine within the vihara was persent 
in Gandhiira even in the latter half of the first century A. D. and the credit 
of its introduction has to be given to Jndr?ignidatta, the yavana donor of 
Cave 17. 

Cave 17 thus was an ill-fated excavation which could not be finished 
for reasons unknown to us. It seems to have had an inauspicious begin
ning. The dimensions bad to be changed in the initial stages when the 
verandah was deepend ; cells in the left wall of the hall could not be 
excavated because of Jack of space, and even the shrine chamber could not be 
completed. A careful examination of the back wall of the vestibule and the 
unfinished shrine chamber suggests that they wanted to have a flight of steps 
for which a squarish rock mass was left. Inside the chamber is the flat 
vertical surface which would lead one to infer that perhaps a panel depict• 
ing am.pa in relief may have been intended and not one in the round, some
thing similar to that in the Gautamlputra ViMra (Cave 3 ) at Nasik itself. 
The close stylistic similarities between this Cave ( 17) and the Nahapiina 
Vihiira (Cave 10) would show that they are almost contemporary, but Cave 
17 goes a step further, for it combines a caitya and a vihara. As it is, Cave 
10 is also of the same class, but the stupa panel in the back wall of its hall 
was In all probability carved later as it is inset, and must have 
been done after similar representation in Cave 3 was finished. But 
one feature - the combination of a caitya and a vihilra - which the 
yavana donor of Cave 17 introduced unsuccessfully, was carried out in Cave 
3. Here the atupa projects out of the panel in the centre of the back wall 
and was therefore definitely in the original plan of the cave aod not an after· 
thought as in the case of Nahapana Vibiira (Cave 10 ). 

The foregoing discussion amply brings out into sharp focus the classi· 
cal elements at Nasik. It is highly likely that they might be the handiwork 
of some yavana craftsmen, The minor motifs like the triskelion do not survive 
later but others such as the dentils projecting from the architrave find 
favour with Indian artists and continue to occur later.19 Yet the most 

17. H. Sarkar, Studies in Early Buddhist A1·chitectaire of Itidia, New Delhi, 1966, 
p. 63. 

18. Sir John Marshall, Taxila, Vol. 1, Deihl 1976, Indian reprint, pp, 329; Vol. Iq 
pl. 72. 

J9. Joapqa Willil\mS, op. cif, 
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Important 11avana contribution was the introduction of the concept of caitya· 
cum·vihiira which is further developed at Junnar, Kuda and Mahad between 
c. 150-250 A. D.20 and its most elaborate examples are to be met with 
in the Mahiiyiina viharas at Ajanta.11 

--------------
20. M. K, Dhavalikar, "Evolution of the Duddhi9t Roek·cut Shrines of Western 

India," Journal of t11e Asiatic Society of Bo111bay, Vol. 45-46, 1974, pp. 50-61. 

21, M. K, Dhavalikar, "The Beginning of the Mahayana Architecture at Ajaata ", 
i!I M, S! Nagaraja Rao (ed.), lilad/1u, Sri lH, N. Deshpande Fe/, Vol., Delhi 1980~ 



FRESH LIGHT ON AN INSCRIPTION FROM JUNNAR 

SHOBHANA GOKHALE 

Junnar, which is surrounded by Buddhist rock-cut temples, 80 kms 
to the north of Poona, is situated on the right bank of the river Kukadi. 
(N. Lat. 19°12' and E. Longi. 73° 56' ). It lies in a broad flarvalley ofthe 
Sahyadri ranges and about 2000 feet above the sea-level. It is 40 kms to the 
east of Nanaghat, the ancient trade-route, through which Junnar was linked 
with Sopara, Kalyan and Chaul from ancient times. The richness of the 
rock-cut temples, vihilras and inscriptions has proved the importance of 
Junnar. 

The very name Junnar is significant. The etymology of the name is 
variously interpreted, viz. Junnar-JlrJ}~anagara- old city, Junnar- Yajiiana .. 
gara, the city where many sacrifices were performed. The famous inscription 
of Nigai;iikii at Nanaghat records celebrations of many sacrifices. 

Bhagvanlal Indraji and J. Burgess have studied most of t~e 

inscriptions of Junnar.1 They have read the inscriptions and scholarly 
interpreted them in the pages of the reports of the Archaeological Survey of 
Western India and the Bombay Gazetteer.9 But some inscriptions could bo 
read differently with entirely new interpretations. An attempt has been made 
here to read one of those inscriptions with a new reading and interpretation, 

The Junnar caves form four main groups : ( 1 ) Manmoda ( 2) Shivner 
( 3 ) Tulaja ( 4) Ganesha. 

The Manmoda caves are 3 kms to the south-west of the town. These 
caves form three subordinate groups : 

( 1) The Bhimiishankar caves in the south-east 

( 2) The Ambii·AmbiU caves in the north 

( 3 ) The Bhiitalinga caves in the north-west 

The present inscription is in Cave No. 26 (old No. 21 ), which is an 
unfinished caitya in the Amba-Ambika group. There are eleven inscriptions 
in the verandah of this cave, recording different grants made to the monastic 
establishment but none of them refers to the excavation of the cave. 

The persent inscription is on the moulding of the entrance of 
the caitya. It consists of four long lines on the rou$h surface! T~e letter3 

~"-22 
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are larger in each lower line. As the surface is rough and full of irregular 
chisel-marks, crossing the tellers in the inscription, the reading of the 
inscription has become extremely difficult. 

ti on. 
Burgess3 has given only the photograph of the eye copy of the inscrip· 
Bhagvanlal Tndraji hes given his reeding of the inscription in the pages 

of the Bombay Gazetteer. During my ex· 
ploration·work at Junnar, I examined the 
inscription and found that some new 
reeding could be suggested with a con
vincing interpretation. The letters are 
very shallow and hence it is difficult to 
take estampage. 

Characters : The inscription is 
engraved in Briihmi characters of 2nd 
century A. D. In the marking of medial 
• i ', • u •, ' e' and looped • na • and 
unlooped • ta •, the palaeography of the 
present record is regular for the period 
to which it belongs, i. e. 2nd century 
A. D. 

Language : The language of the 
inscription is corrupt Prakrit and hence 
no rule of historical linguistics could be 
satisfactorily applied. The inscription is 
full of scribal as well as grammatical 
errors. Instead of sangham in the last line 
it is written 'samaghamaha '. 

The object of the inscription is to 
register various gifts made by different 
donors to the monastic establishment. 
The inscription is important from various 
points of view: 

( 1 ) The inscription records the 
name of the monastery as Gfdhravihlra. 

( 2 ) It refers to the monastic as

semblage named Kiikaputiyasailgba! 
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( 3) The inscription mentions the Sanimitiya sect of the Hlnayllnas. 
This Is the only reference to the Slichmitiya sect in the whole of western 
lodian caves. 

( 4 ) The epigraph has recorded the earliest epigraphical reference to 
Damai;iadeb. The river Damanii, modern Damal}agangii, is mentioned in the 
inscription of Nabap'lina.' 

The inscription records the following gifts: 

( 1) The first gift was by the dyer named Siirasava1:u~a to the Grdhra· 
vihlra four hala land for the sake of a room for drinking water ( panasala ). 

( 2) The second gift is by the guild of goldsmiths of 16 nivartanas of 
land in the village Danagara which was a coarse land with its boundary of .. 
grazing land for cattle. The inscription records the word• khara' for coarse 
land. The same word occurs in the Gathasaptaiati5 ( v. 785 )· 

( 3) The third gift to the Siimmitiya sect in the village Par;iakavar;iya· 
of half lcarqa land to meet the expenses of sandals. 

( 4) The fourth gift is of a village Madabata to the Gfdhravihiira. · 
The artisans of the cave had a five percent share in the meritorious gift. 

( S) The fifth gift is by a trader from Diimal}adesa, of eight nivartanaa 
of land which was to the east of monastery to the assemblage of Kikaputiyas · 
to meet the expenses of rice and beans. 

Localities : Bhagvanlal lndraji identified Danagara with Dhanagaravac;H., 
Par;iakavaqya is Panasaravii~I two miles north of Junnar. He took Klikaputa · 
as a place-name in the vicinity of Junnar whereas it is the name of the sa?°,gha. 
DiimaQadda is the island of Damai;ia to the north of Bombay. 

Remarks: While studying the inscription at Junnar one has to take 
into consideration its geographical as well as cultural background. Junnar 
lies in beautiful natural surroundings, apt for meditative life of monks. It is 
not far from ports connected with inland market-towns. Junnar occupied -
an important place on the ancient trade-route from Ujjayini to Prati~thiina. 
Second century reaped the fruit of the discovery of Hippalus of the existence 
of the monsoon which produced a revolution not only in navigational practices 
but also in other branches of culture. Juonar which occupied the ideal 
geographic position was captured not only by transient traders but also by 
monks for the propagation of • Dhamma •. The monks hailed from Silochi 
region and settled at Junoar. The ancient name of Siinchi region was Kaka. 
It occurs in the Allahabad8 Pra~astl of Samudragupta and In the SaochJ 
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inscription of Candragupta 11.7 The Junnar inscription records the name of 
Sangha as' Kiikaputiya Sangha•. It must be the assemblage of the monks 
hailed from the Sanchi region, 

It is well-known that the votive inscriptions on the southern gateway 
of the Great Stiipa at Sanchi which records the girt of Ananda, the foreman of 
the arlists of Siitakari;il, bears teslimony to the SHtaviihana occupation in the 
north. This political advent made a remarkable impact on different bran. 

ches of culture. The dynamic creative impulse of Sanchi literally percolated 
through different sources. The Gajalak~mi panel on the facade of the cave 
in the Bhiitalinga group of Junnar and the Gajalak~mi motif on the lead
coin8 or Siitakari:ii ll have a close affinity with the main trend of Sanchi. 

The inscription records the name of the monastery as• Grdhravihiira •. 

1'be name is interesting and it remind& us of the Grdhrakiila mountain near 
Rajagrha which is often referred to in Pali literature. 1t~is one of the five 
mountains which surrounded the Riijagrha town. The Buddha spent much 

of bis time on the Gfdhrakii~a mountain. 

Simmitiya sect: The inscription records the gifts to the Silmmitlya10 

sect of the Hlnayiinas. It was one or the most important sects in the time of 
Asoka. The Pali rilld Sanskrit traditions place the origin of the Sammitiyas 

in the 3rd century B. C. The earliest epigraphical evidence to the existence 
of this school is furnished by the inscription dated the second century A. D. 
attesting to the presence of the Siimmitiyas in Sarnath. Fa-Hien and Yuan 
Thsang12 also noted the presence of Sammitlya sect. At the time of l'tsingl8 

(-A. D. 671-695) Siimmitlya sect was flourishing in La'a and Sindhu. It 
was in practice in Magaha. The Ceylonese Dipava1iisa14 and Mahavamsa16 

refer to Sammitiya sect of the Hinayana and the prosperous market-town 
Ujjayini. From the above discussion it appears that Junnar was not on\y 

a halting place of visiting Buddhist monks from north India to Srl-Lankil 
but it was a stronghold of Siinimitiya sect with great popular appeal in 
2nd century A. D. 

Bbagunlal Iodrajl's reading : 

1 ) Gedha Viharana dana kiika( pu )teta 
Sarasavai;ao nama va1:n;1akaro iya halapanasaya 
bhoga deyadhama Suvai;aakiira Sei:iiya 

2 ) Gilma Danagara khetramha cheta hii8 

Savajii ( ta )' bhagam nivatai;aiini be 2 
deyadhama Simitflya game pai;iakavachhare 

baln to karo bhiitakasa deyadhama 
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3) Giime Madahatalesu chetasu 
Lonikamato bhiigo Satesu paiicasu 
deyadhama simitiiya Oliinilthiya 
iibokii nivata9lini be 

4 ) Deyadhama Vii1,1iyikasa Dllma1,1adasa 

S ) Giime kisiravalaviiyam kheta vlrathana 
gbarasa puva ( pii ) se nivatai;ilini atha 

8 ) 8 klikaputiya samaya 

6 ) mhi ... ... ... deyadhama. 

Text 

L : 1 Gedha ( Gidha } viharana dina klikateoa 
Sarasavar:io niima va1,1akarasa-ya·hala pana~a (la )ya 
bhoga deyadhama suvari;iakiira sei:iiya 

L: 2 Gilma danagracha kharamu cbcbetaba savajii 
bhagam nivatapa1,1i 16 deyadbama simitayam 
Giime paJ].akava.i;iya Piibenakaratiirdbakasa deyadhama. 

L: 3 Giima Madahatabasu cbcheta Prater:iekamato 
bbago satesu pachasu dcyadbama samitaya 
'fetatarthaya Athakamuladivanar:iiini 

L: 4 deyadhama Vili:iayakasa Dama9adesa 

L : 5 yagii 'cha. kisiri valeviiyaril §aviratbiina 
gharasa Puvase nivata1,1ll1,1i alhii 8 
kiikaputiya samagha 

L : 6 Maha ... _ deyadhama. 

Jonner Inscription -Translation 

L 1 The dyer named Siirasava1;11;ia, a resident of Kiika, made a 
meritorious gift of 4 hala land for the sake of a hall for 
drinking water (to the Grdhravihlira monastery), 

L 1-2 The guild of goldsmiths made a meritorious gift in the village 
named Danagara of coarse land together with the grazing land 
and the king's share of grains. 

L 2 & 3 A meritorious gift of 16 nivart.cmas of land the the Sllmmitiya 
sect in the village Pa1,1akava9ya. 

L. 2 A meritorious gift of half a karli<J land for the sake of 
sandals. 
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L. 3 (a) In the meritorious gift of a field in the Madabata village 
( to the Grdhravihlra ) the artisans of cave have fiv_e percent 
share. 

( b ) A meritorious gift of oil for lamps to the Simmitiya 
sect for the sake of gaining blessings. 

L 4 A trader from Dllmai:iadesa made a meritorious gift of 8 
nivartanaa of land to the east of the monastery to the assem
blage of K.ikaputiyas. 
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TWO PROBLEMATIC SCULPTURES OF THE PRATIHARA PERIOD 

N. P. JOSHI 

Sculptural art of Central India in between c. 650 to 850 A. D. is no 
less interesting for the aeshetic and iconographic qualities than that of the 
earlier periods. Geographically this portion of India occupies an inter
mediate position between the borders of Rajasthan and Gujarat in the west 
and Allahabad region in the east. Art in the hilly tracts of Uttar Pradesh 
and that of some parts in Haryana too shows ample influence of contem· 
porary art of Central India. Many of the Gupta traditions continue to 
linger on in this period, while some new features gradually creep in. The 
modelling is smooth and elegant, the figures are graceful and often have 
powerful expressions. Crowded heavy ornaments and decorative motifs are 
yet to be added. 

The sculptures of this period in general are beautiful to look at, but 
at the same time some of them are noteworthy for their iconographical 
importance as well. In the present paper we intend to discuss two such 
images, which are graceful but call for special attention from the scholars 
for their proper identification. 

( 1 ) Tiira (?) and Ardhaniiri~vara in the Kanauj Museum : 1 

The sculpture (Museum Accession No. 79 / 251) is of buff sand stone 
and 82 cm in height. It has been carved on both sides in bold relief. 

On one side there stands a two handed female divinity with diapha
nous saq.i and uttariya rolling on both the shoulders. She bas a fine dhammilla 
and beautiful ornaments like mekhala and ttupuras. She is holding a long 
stemmed lotus bud ( utpala) in her upraised left hand, the right remains 
suspended in varada pose. Below this hand appears a naked male figure 
seated on knees with both hands joined together and placed near the mouth 
and seems to be drinking some liquid substance oozing from the suspended 
right band of the goddess. On the corresponding side below the lotus stem 
a two-handed female figure is to be seen. She appears to be a cauri-bearer 
with a ftywhisk resting on her right shoulder. 

The sculpture is in good state of preservation, but the two-lined 
inscription on the pedestal is totally blurred barring eight letters of th~ 
~econd line, which I have not bee~ able to make out, 
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This female deity with uara pose and sanala utpala is very near to the
Buddhist Tiirii, but the substance oozing from her right hand and the kneel• 
ing male drinking it needs proper interpretation. 

On the back side of Tiirii, a four-handed figure of Ardhaniirl~vara is 
seen standing. He holds vara and trisula with snake in his right hands and 
a mirror and lotus bud in the left. Siva's half face on the right can be easily 
marked by the ja~O.-muku~a bearing a Dlwtt1tra flower, crescent and half 
third eye; while beautifol dhammilla decoration of hair on the left represents 
Parvatl. Her round mirror is noteworthy. It has a handle shaped like a 
fine lotus creeper with a small flower attached to it. On Siva's side bis 
mount Nandi bull appears in anthropomorphic form with raised right hand 
holding some cloth-like indistinct object. On the corresponding side there 
appears another Siva.gatza with his head raised and looking towards tho 
Lord. 

The sculpture is interesting both from the aesthetic and iconographic 
viewpoints. If the two-handed female divinity on the obverse is taken to be 
Tiirii, her association with Ardhanari5vara calls for an explanation. 

( 2) Vi~i;iu in between two Piirvatl figures ( Pl. XXH ) : 

While examining the stock of the negatives in the State Museum at 
Lucknow, I came across a negative of a beautiful Pratihara sculpture, which 
shows Vi~.i;iu standing between two figures of Piirvatl in penance. Exact 
whereabouts of the sculpture are not known, but it is said to be in 
Kanauj area. 

The panel seems to be complete and not broken from any side. It 
is in fine state· of preservation. Four-banded Vi~i:iu is holding gada and 
cakra in his upraised hands and fo1ilcha in normal left. The normal right 
remains suspended in varada pose, and has a lovely small flower embossed 
on it. Vi~i;iu appears with his usual ornaments. Below his laiikha there is 
a male cauri·bearer, while on the corresponding side there is the camara
dharitii. In front of these two figures the doner and his wife appere seated 
in namaskara-mudra. 

There is a ParvatI figure on each side of Vi~i;tu of equal height and 
exactly similar to each other. The deity is four-handed holding a laddie 
and kusankura9 in her upraised right and left hands respectively. In her 
normal left she carries a glia~a and the normal right is suspended in varada 
pose. Something passing over the thumb and part of the open palm is not 
distinct, but it does not seem to be an ak11a·ma1a. She has a beautiful ja~iJ· 
muku~a, diaphanous saqi and uttariya rollin~ on shoulders ver)' much 

A. s. -23 



178 N. P. JOSHI 

similar to the Ti'irn figure described above, but what is noteworthy is the 
long flat yogapaUa8 worn like a ya;nopavita, thereby suggesting her ascetic 
nature. Near ParvatJ•s feet appear small figures of the lady attendants, and 
her mounts the lion and the deer. The lion is seated with left paw upraised, 
while the deer is busy in licking its hind left leg. Just behind the upraised 
hands of Piirvati appear two agni·kuTJ.<f.as symbolising her panciigni·sadhana. 
The two projected platforms serving as rathikiifl on the upper side of the 
backslab have five Siva-lingas, three on the first and two on the second 
platform. Absence of godha clearly establishes that the figure is of Piirvatl 
In penance and not Gaurl. 

These figures of Piirvatl are iconographically interesting because of 
the following features rarely to be seen elsewhere : 

( 1) YogapaUa mentioned above. 

( 2) 'fhe five lingas in the upper field of the back slab. 

Depiction of the five lingas is generally met with in Umii-Mahesvara 
figures of post-Gupta periods. Actually this seems to be an innovation of 
the Pratihiira artists. So far known to me no Umii-Mahesvara figure from 
eastern India with five lingas on top has been reported. Perhaps the practice 
started with the representation of the four li1igas - one of them is a mukha· 
linga seen in the Umii· Mahesvara figure from Kiimii ( Rajasthao ), now in 
the Bharatpur Museum (Acc. No. 297/67 ). The lingas are four in number 
and there is a sort of sequence in their representation. In the first two 
figures lingabhifleka is being performed by the two devotees, in the third, 
flowers are being offered and the fourth figure is ao eka-mukha Unga which 
seems to suggest that Siva, being pleased with the worship, is manifesting 
himself from the li1iga. Subsequently in other Uma-Mahesvara figures of 
the same period the number of the lingas becomes five (e.g. SML G. 221 of 
the State Museum, Lucknow) and are seen in u line installed on a platform. 
The practice continues in Central India io the subsequent periods also. 

Appearance of these patica-lingas with Parvatl figures calls for 
special attention. Generally Parvatl in penance is seen holding a Siva· 
Unga and Ga:i;iapati in her upraised hands,' but in the present sculpture 
both of them are absent aod have probably been substituted by the five 
liitgas. 

It is further interesting to note that this trend continued in 
subsequent centuries also. Io this connection a figure of Parvati io the 
·Allahabad Museum needs special mention (Acc. No. AM 942 ). 5 Io this 
case along with the pa'iica·lingas on the ~ac~ sl!lb appear Siva ao4 
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Gagapati also in the corners. Near the feet of the deity the lion to the 
right and the deer to the left are to be seen. or course according to the 
subsequent trends other figures like several sages offering oblations 
( ahutis} in the four agni-kuti(/,as also appear on the back slab. 

In short the present Pratibiira sculpture under discussion poses a 
problem because of the association of the two Parvati figures with Vi~9u. 
This needs further investigation in the fields of art and literature. 
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Parvati I Gauri figures from Malwa regions &how some other interesting features 
such as: 

' l. Siva and G61).apatl flanking the goddess on the lower portion of the back slab, 

Ii. Sometimes Instead of Gal).apatl there appears Vi!_;~u. 

iii. Appearance of Annapiirl).i in the lower field, 

Iv. Io the top centre on the back slab over the head of the goddess there)ppearf 
either of the following : 

the BUD 

the nine planets 
seven Mothers 
Skanda. 

-N. P. Joshi. 11 Regional Trends in some of the Mediaeval Sculptures of 
Malwa" Malwa T11ro11gh the Ages, Bhopal, 1081, p. 114. 
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ALANK.ARAS IN VALMIKI RAMAYA~A 

K. KRISHNA MOORTHY 

NamaQ. sarvopajivyaril tarii 
kavina1n cakravartinam / 

yaayendu·dhavalaiQ. tlokai~ 
bhii~ta bltuvanatrayi II 
( KQemendra, Ramayar.ia-ma'iijari, I. i. 4) 

Let us l:iow down to that emperor of poets; one who is 
the fount of inspiration for all later writers. His verses, 
radiant like the moon, have illumined and embellished all 
the three worlds. 

It is a canard of modern • critical• scholarship that rhetorical figures 
or alankaras in their endless subdivisions spoiled the spontaneous poetry of 
classical Sanskrit poets. It is another canard of historical scholarship that 
their number, so small as four in Bharata, grew into countless numbers later 
on because of the flair of rhetoricians for hair-splitting subdivision and 
definition. Many a writer on Poetics observes that the Sanskrit theorists were 
more deductive than inductive in their rules, as their examples are often times 
ready-made cliches instead of wt:ll-selected citations from master-poets. 
One has only to read Viilrniki•s Ramaya'IJ.(& perceptively and keep one's heart 
open to its elemental feelings and heart-warming expressions taking the 
form of rounded alaftkaras, simple as well as complex, to realize the hollow
ness of the charges alleged. From instances selected at random, I shall 
proceed to show how Valmlki's language is vivid and scintillating with 
apt alankaras, and how they aid the revelation of the intended literary 
emotions, without attracting attention to themselves. In fact, this is the very 
core of the dhvani theory, which A.nandavardhana admits in so many words 

, to have derived from Valmiki's practice. 

Cf. V almiki-i•yasamukhyat ca prakltyata ye lca·vitva1·a~ J 

tadabltiprO.yabahyo •ya1il nasmabhir darsito naya~ / / 

( Dhvanyalolca, Ed. Krishnamoorthy, Delhi, 1982, p. 164) 

I don't think there is Kany need to dwell on the inseparable relation 
between the poelic soul of rasa and the equally poetic body of alanko:ra. 
(Cf. 1cam1asya lalitocita-sannivesa-caru'!la~ 8arirasyevatma ... Ibid., p. 6, ). 
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Abbioavagupta rightly brings out the fact that carutva or beauty of the 
•body' of poetry is brought about only by alaiilcaras and gullas which are 
Integrally related to the inner spirit of rasa, bhava, etc. Even his idea of 
creative genius or pratibha is equally related to the poet's rasavda on the 
one band and saundarya of the actual kiivya or literary object created on 
the other: 

rasaveia-vai-vaiya-sundara-kavyanirmatlllk~matvam 

( Locana under I. 6 ) 

If there should be any further doubt about it, it would be dispelled once 
for all by Aoaodavardhaoa•s declaration: 

alankarantaralli !ti nirupyama~durgha~any api 
rasa-samahitacetasa~ pratibha11avata~ leave~ 

ahampu,rvikaya parapatanti / (Ibid. , p. 58. ) 

and also the verse : 

rasavanti hi vastuni salankara'Qi kanicit / 
ekenaiva prayatnena nirvartyante maltakave~ /I ( Ibid. , p. 60 ) 

There is no extra effort involved at all on the poetic part in fusing 
his poetic feelings into the slriking modes of alankiira or imagery. For 
the purposes of this paper I shall not analyse the rasas in the examples 
chosen since my main object is to show that Valmlki actually used most of 
the major alankaras recognised and defined by early theorists like Bhiimaha 
and Da!J.c;lio ; and that Kiilidasa was influenced by Villmiki as much in his 
use of alankiiras as of rasa1t. 

The world of poetry invented by V!ilmiki's imagination is at once 
vivid with emotion and pulsating with warm feelings. Even in animate 
things, birds and beasts become human in their appearaoee. It is a world 
in which abstractions become concrete objects endowed with qualities like 
colour and form. A river, a mountain, a woodland - all participate in the 

· life of the characters. The beauty of human personality is depicted in terms 
of natural things of beauty. Myths and legends provide spontaneous 
allusions adding a more than human dimension to the epic heroes. More 
than all, Valmlki's figures of speech are incredibly effortless and at the 
same time exceedingly beautiful. His style is at once simple, smooth and 
sparkling rising to heights demanded by the variant rasas of the epic. What 
he symbolically suggests is much more captivating- with all their riCh 
associations - than what he apparently states. Almost all the kavi·samayas 
or poetic conventions of later times have their origin in VUlmiki. For 
this reason also, Vii.lmlki may be regarded as the father of all Indian 
poetry. These can now be illustrated with some examples, 
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Let us take a few similes first of all: •the noble Sita was always 
following Rama even like his shadow • : 

pativrata mahabhaga chayevanugata sada (I. 73. 28) 

On seeing the bark garments offered by Kaikeyl, • Sita was frightened like a 
female deer at the sight of a hunter's net.' 

sa1i1prelcf!ya cfram sa1htrasta PT~' vaguramiva (II. 37. 9) 

• As the day advances, the sun begins to scorch peoplo and loses his 
splendour even like an upstart who bas come into wealth by improper 
means.' 

avi~hyatapo yavat suruo notivirajate I 
amarge'{logato1h lak11mi1h prapyevanvayavarjitalJ, II (III. 8, 8) 

• To the brave Haniimiio, as he looked on, the moon rising in the sky 
radiantly, it seemed as if a swan were gliding in a clear lake.' 

dada1·8a candra1h sa kapipraviralJ, / 
poplttyamanam sarasiva ha7i1sa1J, II ( v. 2. 58) 

Rama laments at Ki~kindha that the breeze blowing across the 
lotuses and rushing through the thickets of trees delights him because it is 
Jike Sltii's breath -

padmakesarasamsr11to vrkf!ontaravinil}srtalJ. I 
nilJ,,vasa ivci Sitaya vati vayur manoramal,l // ( III. 1. 72) 

• As Riivai;ia, black as a big heap of bJack gram, lay on his bed with 
his breath resounding like a serpent's hiss, he resembled a mighty elephant, 
asleep on the vast water-bed of Galigil '. 

ma~ra,ipratiko,a1n niMvasanta1i1 bhu}angavat I 
gange mahati toyante prasuptamiva kunjaram fl (V. 10. 28) 

That last simile indeed may be deemed as a perfect example of 
ugliness itself becoming beautiful at the magic touch of the poet's prati'bha. 
The others are vignettes, perfect in their fusion of fancy and feeling. 

Equally telling are Viilmiki's metaphors. Here are some: 

Surpai;aakhii, after her humiliation at the hands of Rama and Lak,maoa 
comes to Khara and laments : • Why do you not protect me, seeing me so 
submerged in a vast ocean of grief, infested with crocodiles of agony aod 
gurhmded by wreaths of waves?• 

vif!odanakrodhyuf1ite paritrasormimalini I 
k11i1 mii1ii na trayaae magna1;, vipule folcaaagare IJ (III. 21. 12) 
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When Haniimiin sees the beauty of women in Rlivaf'.la's harem this is 
what he reasons out : 11 Surely, drunken bees must seek these lotus-faces 
again and agaio, as if they were full-blown lotuses" -

imani mukhapadmani niyata1i1 matlalfa!padab / 
ambujaniva phullani prarthayanti punab punab I 
iti camanyata sriman upapal.tya mahiikapib II ( V. 9. 38b and 39 ) 

Here we see how the metaphor •face-lotus' which becomes a worn out 
cliche at the hands of later poets still retains its pristine freshness and gets 
a poetic turn involving a touch of bhrantiman and anumana alaiik'U.ras. 

Similarly, seeing the evil intent of Raval)a, Marlee counsels him to 
desist from evil at least for fear of Rama who is a veritable Yama to 
wrong-doers, and wronging whom, Ravai;ia might lose his kingdom, happi· 
ness, life and everything dear to him : 

riijyafn sukha1'n ca samtyajya jivitatil ce1uam atmanab / 
natyasadayitufn tata Ramantalcam iharhasi II (III. 37. 17) 

For Riima is a man-lion and lion-hearted, and Sita, bis wife, is dearer 
to him than life, as she follows him so devotedly : 

tasya sa narasithhasya simharaskasya bhamini I 
prCit1ebhyo'pi priyatara bltorya nityamanuvrata II (III. 37. 19) 

Here the metaphor is gilded by a touch of what theorists would call 
eyatirelcalankara. 

In the same strain, on a later occasion, Haniimiin too counsels the 
redoubtable Riival)a: •• She, whom you take for an ordinary woman caJJed 
Sita, is verily the Dreaded Night of Dissolution, and the destroyer of Lankii, 
root and branch. Therefore stop short of drawing tight, round your n·eck, 
the noose of death with your own hands in the form of Sita " -

yii1h Sitetyabhij'U.niisi yeyatil titJ~hati te va'e / 
k'U.lariitriti tam viddln sarvalaitkiiviniWnim /I 
tadalatil lcatapa,ena Sitiivigrahar'iZpi'Q.a I 
svaya1i1 skandhovasaktena kl/(lmamatmani cintyatarn 11 ( V. 5 J. 34-35 ) 

Rama's pangs of separation from Sltii are most vividly portrayed on 
more than one occasion by the sage. Thus on the eve of battle, when the 
armies have crossed the ocean and arrived at the ramparts of Lanka, Rilma 
laments. Reminding us of Kiilidasa's Purfiravas, maddened by separation, 
be says: •• 0 wind, go where my wife is, and after touching her, come and 
toµch lJlC tier~. Through ~ou, ~ slla~l have ~o~ch~d her, just as through 
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the moon, I shall have seen her. Night and day, my body burns in the 
fire of love, fed by the fuel of separation, and blazed with the flames of 
yearning for her.•' -

vahi vata yata1J. konta ta1i1 spr:~~va mam api sprsa I 
tvayi me giitrasaihJJparSa~ candre drf!~isamogama~ II 
tadviyogendlumavatii. taccintavipularci~ii. / 
ratri1hdivarii sar'irari1 me dahyate madaniignina fl (VI. 6. 7. and 9) 

Not only Puriiravas of Kalidlisa, but also his Yak~a in the Megliaduta, 
are but enlarged versions of Valmlki's love-lorn hero. One can never under
stand the heart of Kalidi'isa fully, without reading the Ramaya'{la. The 
very kavisamaya of madanagna owes its origin to Viilmlki. 

When Kumbhakan;1a falls in battle, Riivar:ia bemoans his loss in these 
words : •• I am now myself dead, since thou, my veritable right arm, hast 
fallen. Relying on thee, did I lose fear of gods as well as demons. " -

idiini1ii khafo aha1h nasmi yat1!Ja me dak~tio bhujal) / 
patito ya1iz samasritya na bibliemi suriJsurat II (VI. 68. 12-13) 

Similarly, Lak~mai;aa is described as Riirua's own dear life, moving 
outside his body : 

Raghavo bhratara1il drii~·va zmya1ii pratia1il bahi8carant I (VI. 102.9) 

Jn the great battle, when the moon Rama was almost eclipsed by the 
overpowering Riihu of a Ravai;ia, all the sages and monkeys and Vibhi~ar;ia 
were In agony : 

... paramarl}(Jya~ 
vyathita vanarendras ca babhuvulJ. savibhi~tLo1J. I 
Rama·candramasa1i1 drl!~va grastmil Rava'l;iarO.hutia II (VI. 103. 28-29) 

It is intriguingly interesting to note in this connection how only here 
Rama has been metaphorically identified with the moon to provide a telling 
contrast with Riihu; and nowhere else in the RamO.yatia do we find the cliche 
." Ramacandra, " which is so common among later writers. That speaks 
volumes for the perennial freshness of Viilmiki's metaphors. 

Utprek~ or ' poetic fancy • is the next alankara which is extensively 
used throughout the poem and which adds intensity to the shifting moods of 
the characters. A few may be seen now. Ravai:ia, fallen on the battlefield, 
with blood dripping out of his injured body, mangled all over as it was by 
Rama's arrows, appears like the afoka tree in full flower: 

sa 5arair bhinnasa1·va1igo gO.traprasrutasO'{lital;l / 
raklpsendra~ samultasthary phulla8oka ivababhau II (VI. 104.31) 
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The wind that blows across the Pampil Jake at the advent of autumn 
appears to be causing the trees to dance to the accompanying music of the 
tipsy cuckoos and, blowing through the caves of the mountain, appears to 
sing himself. 

matlakokllasannadair nartayanniva padapan / 
sailalcandamnil}kriinta~ pragita iva canila~ 1J (IV. 1. 15) 

No less enchanting is the charm of moonlight as fancied by Viilmiki 
and which is oft.quoted in aluitkara works like Appayya Dlk~ita's Kuvalaya. 
nanda: 

pina11~i·va tarangagrair a11lava~ phenacandanam / 
tad adaya karair indu~ limyativa digangana~ /I ( VI. 4. 115 ) 

The ocean seems to grind sandalwood paste in the form of flooding foam 
with its huge waves; while the rising moon closely seems to take it in 
bis hand and paint the limbs of the damsels of quarters. There is not only a 
very happy personification and fancy here but also shades of slel/fl. and 
samasolcti in the poem implied in the word karai~ meaning both rays and 
multiple hands. Not even masters of ornate poetry that followed ViUmlki 
can give any better example for these fresh figures of thought. 

_ In the same context, we have another fancy called by theorists by the 
name upameyopama where the ocean is compared to the sky and the sky 
in its turn to the ocean :-

sagara1ii cambaraprakhyam ambara1n sagaropamam I 

In the next line the doubt, viz. which one is the sky and which the ocean, 
becomes itself another alanlcara called sasandeha : 

sagara1i1 cambara1h ceti nirviA6~m adrsyata / (VI. 4. 120) 

Again, look at this fancy :- • The ocean seemed to laugh with its 
flood of foam, and dance with its billows; it rose high with the rising moon 
a~d was a mirror of myriad moon-images ' : 

hasantam i·va phenaughair nrtyantam iva cormibhi~ / 
candrodayasamudbhutalii praticandrasamiilcztlam II ( VI. 4.114) 

The same moon on a wintry and misty night is lack-lustre like the 
mirror blinded by one's own breath; all his grace bas been passed on to 
the sun then: 

ravisa1i1krantasaubhi!igya~ tu~aravrtamati<!ala~ / 
nif:i'viisandha ivadar8a~ candrama na prakaAate II (III. J 6. 13 ~ 
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The alaiilcara of poetic doubt is again instanced in Riivar;ia•s sweet 
words when wooing Sitn :- •Who are you, 0 gold-complexioned damsel? 
Embodied bashfulness, or fame, or wealth, or auspiciousness, or beauty, 
or celestial nymph, or riches, or the goddess of love, choosing to ramble 
at will?' 

.. . . . . ka tva1i1 koncanavarr)'fi.bhe ...... 

hri~ kirta'1J. sri~ 8ubha lak~iir apsara va 5ubhanane I 
bhutfr va tvari1 vararohe ratir va svairacaritii 11 

(III. 46. 15-16) 

A personified metaphor ( samasolcli) which has inspired a number 
of later poets too is the following, often praised by our ancient critics: 

cancatcandrakarasparsasumuddipitataraka / 
aho ragai'<Jti sandhya jahati s-vayam ambaram II ( lV. 30• 46) 

This is a part of ValmTki's description of the autumn : "The flushed twilight 
of evening, with stars twinkling like eye-balls radiating love, touched by the 
fondling hands or rays of the moon, disrobes herself as it were, overpowered 
by passion ! " 

How nature comes to be humanised with all the feelings and passions 
of men and women in the hands of the great sage is best instanced here. 
Inspired by this beauty. later poets have written similar verses in any number 
which fill our works on poetics. Here are just two samples ; 

( i ) anuragavati sandhya divasastatpurassara~ / 
aho daivagatiscitra tathapi na samagama~ If 

(ii) 1tpo</-haragena vilolatarakam 
tatha grhitam .sasina nW:imukham I 
vatha samastam timir0.1iisukatii taya 
pnro'pi ragad galita1ii na lak~tam /I 

Incidentally, it might be mentioned that the beauty of both these is ana· 
lysed by Anandavardhana himself, our master-critic. 

In the same context, we have the same alaizkara when the poet 
depicts the autumnal rivers as new-wed brides. The sands on the banks aro 
slowly allowed sight, even like the charm of the private limbs of shy new· 
weds during their honeymoon : 

dar8ayanti 8arannadya~ pulinani 8anai~ sanail]. I 
navasa1igamasavrigii jaghaniiniva yo~tal]. // (IV. 30. 25) 

For Valmlki's power of natural description or svabhavokti which 
inspired Kiilidiisa to write his whole lyric Stusan1hara, we mi~ht cite t~is l\S 
a t~pical instance ;-
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var11cxlakapyoyitasadvali'ini pravrttanrttotsavabarhi'{&Qni / 
vanani nin1r11~abalahalconi pasyapariih'{te~hilctJm vibhanti II 

(IV. 28. 21) 

• Look at the woods, where the clouds have rained heavily ! How bright 
they shine in the afternoons with their green lawns drenched with rain
water and with peacocks starting their dance ! ' 

The sunset cannot be perceived by the eye. It has to be inferred by 
attendant circumstances: birds sinking into their nests, the lotuses closing 
up, and the malati blossoming out : 

niliyamanair vihagair nimiladbhis ca pa7ilcajai~ / 
vikasantya ca millatya gato 't1ta1ii ;tiayate ravi~ fl (IV. 28. 52) 

Of course, this too is a typical anumanalankara. But our theorists are 
more drawn by figures that involve suggestive overtones. Here is a lovely 
nidarlanalankara, when Sita cautions Riivai:ia how he is inviting trouble for 
himself by kidnapping her. The impossible is adduced as a factual possibi
lity to drive home the hopelessness of the endeavour. In such illustrations 
or nidarfonalankoras, the simile will not be explicitly stated, but implicitly 
suggested: 

mandaram parvatasre11~han1 pcliiina hart.um icchasi / 
killakutavilJOm pitva svastiman gantum icchasi // 
akf!i B'iZcya pramrjas& jihvaya le~hi ca k11uram / 
Raghavasya priyii1i1 bharyii.1iz yo 0dhigantu1i1 tvam irchasi 11 
avasajya silii.1i1 lctJiitlie samudra1i1 tartum iccliasi I 
auryacandramasau cobhau piitzibhya1n hartum iccliasi 11 
agni1i1 prajvalitam dr~rva vastre?,iilhartum icc/1.asi / 
ayomulchanam siUanam madhye caritum icchasi II ( lV.47.40 ft') 

"You are desiring to do the impossible. You would fain pluck out 
the mighty Mandiira mountain with your bare hands, and you think you 
can drink the deadliest poison and yet remain hale and hearty. You, who 
dare to think you can possess the great Rama's beloved wife, you are goug· 
ing out your own eye with a sharp needle, and licking the razor's sharp 
blade. You might as well hope to cross the ocean with a stone tied to your 
neck or to take out with your hands the sun and the moon together. You 
might as well attempt to carry away blazing fire wrapped in your cloth or try 
to walk on the iron spikes of spears. " 

Sanskrit readers know bow Bhartrhari•s NitiiatalctJ is replete wiib such 
Imagery. And this is indeed the pith of all Indian didactic literature, 
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For an effective and literary use of poetic contrast or vitJamalmikara. 
we can take the episode of Surpai;takhi\'s courting with Rama. We see 
Viilmlki's lighter vein of humour too in this episode. It is a contrast 
between perfect beauty and ugliness :-

sumukh01i1 durmukhi Rama1i1 vrttamadhyam mohodari / 
visatak~1ii virupCilcf!i sukefor'n tamramurdhaja // 

pritirupa1h virupa sa susvaram bhairavasvana / 
tarutza1i1 diirutza vrddhii dak~'f)arh vamabhal?if.1.i // 

nyayuvrtta1i1 sudU?·vrtta priyam apriyadarfana / 
8arirajasamavi1ua rakl?aSi valcyam abravit II ( [I l. 17. 10-13) 

u The demoness presented a violent contrast to Rama in every way, 
with her forbidding countenance to his most pleasing appearance, her pot
belly to his slender waist, her horrid looks to his wide eyes, her coppery hair 
to his lovely hair, her ugliness to his charm, her hoarse voice to his sweet 
tone, her terrific age to his youth, her coarse speech to his courteous words, 
lier evil ways to his ethical conduct and her repulsiveness to his beauty.'' 

We get similar string of contrasts when Da~aratha, the lusty old king, 
accosts his young queen Kaikeyi in her chambers on the eve of RD.ma's 
proposed coronation : 

apapa~ papasamkalparii dadarsa dharatiilale / 
latam iva vini~lcrtta1i1 patita1i1 devatam iva II (II. 10. 24) 

• The sinless old king saw the queen with sinful intent, lying on the bare 
ground, like a creeper uprooted and like an angel fallen from herven. • 

We may take as an example of vinokti-alaiilcara the following line 
which describes the anguish of the citizens of Ayodhyii when their dear 
Rama is going away from their city:-

candrahinam ivaka8a1h toyahinam iviirf,1.Qvam / ( II. 48. 18) 

11 The city of Ayodhyii became lack-lustre even like the sky without the 
moon1 and the ocean without water." 

Among suggestion-based figures of speech, the pride of place go.es to 
paryayokta or euphemism : The depth of feeling in the speaker is controlled 
and he expresses himself with deliberate restraint, the words becoming· 
thereby more eloquent and forceful. When Sugriva forgets his solemn 
pledge to Rama conveniently and gives himself over to pleasures of the 
harem and does nothing to get news of Sita, Rama boils with anger and 
aends a message of warning to Sugriva through Lak~ma9a. He does _pot· 
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!lay· straightly that he will kill Sugriva even as he killed Valin. He says it· 
circumlocutiously in this manner: 

na sa sa'filmcita~ pantha~ yena Vali hato gala~ I 
samaye ti11tha Sugriva ma Valipathamanvaga~ f/ (IV. 30. 81) 

" That broad way by which the slain Valin went has not shrunk in the 
least. 0 Sugriva, keep your word. Don't you go the way that Valin 
went." 

Valmiki's poetry is as mach embellished by what are called sabdalan
karas as by arthalankaras. The verbal effects due to a dexterous use of 
alliteration, assonance and rhyme are plentifully present in the Ramaya?Jll. 
We shall content ourselves here with just one or two examples : 

This is how the aerial car Pu~paka is described by the poet when 
Haoiimaµ sees it for the first time in LaiJkii :-

'Pl'llPahvayain nama virajamana1it 
ratnaprabliabhis ca vighUn.iamanam / 

vdmottamanam api coccamana1n 

· ?riahakapis tatra mahavimanam II ( V. 7. 11) 

While we have continuous end-rhyme here, the following verse illustrates the 
beauty of Viilmlki's prasa or iteration, not laboured, but spontaneous. It 
is a pen picture of Haniimiin, flying high in the sky like a second sun-god, 
bearing in his hand the mountain-peak of life-giving herbs: 

sa bhaskariidhvanamanuprapanna-

staf11 bhCiskarablian1 Sikhara1}1 pragrhya / 

babhau tada bliaskara-sannilca8o 

rave~ samipe pratibhaskarabha~ fl (VI. 74. 69) 

It may be so unobtrusive often that it may go unnoticed as in the following 
line: 

8arafrell~hmh dhanul;iSrefl~he narafreflth.o' bhisandadha If ( VI. 91. 70) 

And finally, there is the unique figure of speech called ananvaya 
which arises when an incomparable thing is said to be similar only to itself. , 
A series of three ananvayas is there in the oft-quoted verse -

gagana1i1 gaganakara'fij Biigara~ sagaropamal;i I 
Rama-Rava'{Ulyor yuddham Rama-Ra·um;iayor iva II (VI. 110, 23-24) 

''The sky is like the sky and nothing else; and the ocean can be com.; 
pared only to the ocean. Even thus is tqe .fight between Rllma and RDvar;ia, .. 
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like the fight belween Riima and Rava~a only." I am tempted to add that 
the Ramaya'{UI. too is thus singularly unique, comparable only to itself in the 
whole range of world literature. 

Even the apparently mechanical figure yalhCisankhya is already seen 
colourfully in the Ramaya1].(l. The friendship struck between Sugrlva and 
Rilma caused simultaneously the left eyes to throb of SJtii, Sugrlva and 
Rlvaoa, who were respectively like the lotus, gold and fire:-

Sitii·kapindra-ktp'l)tJdiicaranam 
rajiva·hema·Jvalanopamani / 

Bugriva-Rama·vratia11a·prasange 
vama11i netrat1i samam spliuranti II ( IV. S. 32) 

Indeed arthantaran11asas or maxims embodying universal truth like 
eti jivantam anando narmiz varliQsatad api ( V. 34. 6; VI. 129.2 )- •Man 
is bound to experience the highest joy at least once, though delayed up to a 
hundred years ' - occur quite frequently. And so are illustrations or dr~~antas 
like 

iruyate ca druma1;i. ka'cit ccliettavyo vanajivibhil}. / 
sannikar11ad i:,ikabhir mocita'l;i. paramad bhayat JI (II. 8. 30) 

A tree meant to be cut down by the forest trees had to be spared as it was 
surrounded by spl'arlike brambles. This anecdote iJlustrtaes the remark 
that even among inseniients, proximity begets friendship - sannikar(#(Jc ca 
sauharda1iz jayate sthiivaretfV api. If taken in itself, the verse becomes an 
example of aprastutapra6amsa. We have also lokoktis or familiar maxims 
like - na lii nimbi.id bliavet k!J(Judra1ii ( II. 35. 1 S). • From bitter neem you 
cannot have honey;' naunir agnau pmvartate •Fire does not burn fire', and 
mara~antiini vaira~i •Enmities cease with death' (VI. 112. 26 ), etc. 

Finally, we have nidarfo.nas or didactic lessons illustrated by the 
incidents of the epic, stated aphoristically, such as -

sarve lc11CZ11Cinta nicayii'I]. patanantCi1;i. samuccl&raya1;i. / 
sai'nyoga viprayogonta'I]. maratziintam ca jivitam II ( VII. 52. 11 ) 

•All hoardings end in expenditure; a rise is but a prelude to a fall. Unions 
end up in partings. And life itsl'lf culminates in death. ' 

And the initial kraunca·episode itself which inspires the poet to utter 
the verse - ma ni~ada ... bas been understood by critics ono and all to be a 
symbolic outburst of the message of the Ramauatta itself. It is an extremely 
bcau~iful example of anyokti at its hishest level. 
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Because of the exigencies of time, I have to restrain myself from the 
temptation of drawing upon more gems • of the purest ray serene' from this 
great work of Vii1miki. It has been said rightly by a great writer, Victor 
Hugo, I believe, that " genius is a promontory which stretches out into the 
Infinite''. It is most true of the ~RamayntitJ. For one master, there will be 
a hundred imitators, if not impostors. Their number is so large and their 
claims on our attention so insistent that we, caught up in the whirl of daily 
routine, are apt to forget the original master himself. When we term every· 
thing written in Sanskrit as 'classical' we are debasing that word. In 
Sanskrit too, real classics are all but rare and quite few. As A.uanda· 
vardhana puts it clinchingly : 

iha hi vicitrakavi-paramparavahini samsare 
dvitra~ mahakavaya~ sambhavanti / 

•In this infinitely vast realm of world poetry harbouring innumerable and 
varied poets, only two or three deserve the title of a mahakavi or masterly 
poet.• At the head of these few stands the great sage Viilmiki, the Adikavi. 
A real classic is that which is ever new and never gets old. It is ever fresh 
like the spring and ever enduring like the mighty mountains and rivers of 
this earth. All that we can say of such a genius as Viilmiki is - "Saluta
tions to you I " K~emendra's words echo in our hearts when he gives form 
to this feeling at the close of his work : 

aa va~ punatu Volmike~ suklamrtamahodadhi~ / 
Omkara iva van,uana1n kavinam Fathamo muni~ II 
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Pre-A.nandavardhana writers on poetics do not, as a rule, quote 
Prakrit verses as illustrations. This fact is easily explained if we remembet 
that these early writers on poetics have composed their own verses as 
·examples. It was Anandavardhana, who for the first time started citing. 
besides bis own, Sanskrit and Prakrit verses from earlier poets as examples : 
His lead was followed by later writers on poetics. It is, however, Bboja 
who stands at the top in citing the highest number of Prakrit verses ( over 
1650 of them) ao; illustrations and this statement is, most probably, equatl~ 
true as regards bis Sanskrit illustrations as well. The number of Prakrit 
verses cited in his Sarasvatikatifhabharatia ( =SK) and Eirnoaraprakala 
(=BP) stands at approximately 350 and 1650 respectively. The text of SK is 
presented more or less accurately but that of SP leaves much to be desired. 
Especially the text of the Prakrit passages in SP is very carelessly and indiff· 
erently presented. The Prakrit text of many verses is, in many places, corrupt 
or shows small or big gaps and in some cases it is so hopelessly corrupt that 
it becomes unintelligible. In many cases the exact context from which they 
are drawn is not known and consequently they remain obscure. As the 
Prakrit text is carelessly transcribed in the manuscripts, it falls to the editors 
of these works to present these Prakrit verses as correctly as possible, by 
tracing them to their sources or by referring to other works on Alanklra, 
Grammar or Prosody wherever they are quoted. One must concede, however, 
that in spite of the best of efforts on the part of editors some verses still 
remain obscure, as their sources are irretrievably lost and they are not cited 
elsewhere. 

Out of these 1650 illustrations about seventy ( 70) passages are in 
Apabhrani5a and Dr. H. C. Bhayani has attempted to restore these passages 
in three of his excellent papers.1 The present writer has published ten 

I. The9e papers are :-

( l) The Apabhramh Passages lrom Bhoja's Sritga.raprakllsa, I-VIII - Tiie 
.foimllll of Orfeutal Institute. Vol. XXV, March-June 1076, Nos. 3-!. 

( 2) Apabharari:isa Pa9sages From Bhoja's Britffiiraprakasa, IX-XIV - Vidya : 
Languages, Vol. XVIII, January, 1970. 

( 3} The Apabharamsa Passages From Dhoja's Sriigaraprakilsa XV-XXXVI-
811lletin of the CJ11111ilal Ga11dl1i VltlJ1abl1ava11, August, l!l76 No. 20. 
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papers8 restoring or reconstructing the ted of a good many Prakrit verses 
in SP. There are still about a hundred and seventy.five Prakrit verses most 
of which defy restoration or satisractory reconstruction. The object of this 
paper is to restore or reconstruct some of these corrupt Prakrit passages : 

( 1 ) Tahakamalakkamalacamdo (?) p. 227 

The earlier part of the first half of this glithl is metrically defective 
and makes no sense. The emeodatioo, •tuba kamala-vaai;ia-camdo •, sugges· 
ted by me io en earlier paper3 is totally misconceived and highly UD• 

satisfactory. The revised emendation, suggested here below, restores, beyond 
doubt, the giithii in its original form : 

~ Cfifl·Cfifl~ ~. ~ ~~ ~ !Nsf'~ I 
~ ~ 'liwt ~sr. ct~ ~ kM matt 11 

[ ~ q;;r-~ ~. ~: cq .. :q5W:t °" ~:i 
~ ~: ~Wf1 cq"Pl(': cq'il~ q<f m!ti: II] 

( 2 ) Uttamiiniic;lbl mugdhii yathii 

Jilvar;ia utthamti vlicia-thar;iaa (?) 

p. 618 

2. These papers are :
' ( l ) "The Sriigiraprakisa : Prakrit Text Restored, "-Joi1fflDl of Shivaji Unlwr• 

mtj, Kolhapur, Vol. 1, Nos. 1 and 2, July 1968. 

( 2) Ibid : Vol. IV, 1071. 

( 3) "Bhoja's Sriigiraprakisa (Chapters XV-XX IV) : Prakrit Text Restored", 
Joimial of the Uiii1.1ersity of Bombay, Arts No. Vol, XXXIX, No. 75, October, 
1970. 

( 4) "Bhoja's Srilgiraprakisa (Chapters XXV-XXX): Prakrit Text Restored'•, 
- Pf'OCeetlings of th~ Semituir in Prakrit Studies, Gujarat University, 
Ahmedabad, 1073. 

( 5) •' Bhoja's Sp'igiraprakiisa (Chapters XXXI-XXXVI) : Prakrit Text Resto. 
red ",-Sambodl1i, Vol. IV, Nos. 3 & 4, 1975-76, L. D. Institute of lndology, 
Ahmedabad-9. 

( 6) "Bhoja'a Sriigarapraki~a: Prakrit Text Restored", - Sambodhi, Vol. VII, 
Noa. 1-4. 

( 7) Bhoja'a Sriigiraprakasa : Prakrit Text Restored,-JouffllJl of the Ast'aHo 
Society of Bombay. 

I 

( 8) •! Bhoja's Sriigiraprakisa : Prakrit Text Restored '', Volumes 49-liO-lil f 
1974-76-76 (New Series) 

( 9) "Bhoja's Srngiraprakiisa: Prakrlt Text Restored", -Jo11rnal of the Orllllta' · 
l11.stil1#~, Baroda, Vol. XXIX September-December 1979, Nos. 1-2. 

( 10) "Tbe Harivijaya o( Sarvaseoa ", Annals of tl1~ Bha11darkar Orietltal RtJSearoh 
lnstU11te (Diamond J ubllee Volume), Poona, 1977-7~. . . 

3. Vlde f, n. 2 ( i) suprff 
+~ ·26 
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mq ur ~ ;u~w(? "~"- )qlJtan ~ ~-iffilrqlf\1t ' 
ar'if Rat ~~~ ( ~lftetf"t) ~~ sf'111( II 

[ qrcmftnra: ~~ ~ ~'<rn( ifi }~r: ( =~: > 1 

~~~fit(? ~mnfir) ¥ta;i\'1ifi'lfif II) 

Note : Hemacandra records in his Desisadda-sa1i1gaha "~-~qr 
~·l:ftun II " and explains : -qttft ~~: 1 • fqm • ~ 1 q~m tft';r: 1 

So the reading • balia • in place of • vacia • perfectly suits the con
text both in its meaning and the metre. As regards the word • duddhagam
dhiamuha' Hemncandra records in the same work ( V. 439. p. 168) q~ 

~i!!SIRT q ~f\lq~) ~q 11 and says ~1't1fa:~6"' atn ~~-~ qm: I 
Pandit Bechardas explains the word as follows : 

.. ~ ~in 't'"';ft q;:1:1 ~ a- ~--rrf.1:1<ti-~ * , ~-~-~ , 
Cfi~N· ~t 6Qi\' irornT 'rif{~' ~ '~~' ~ t. 
~T ~Cfiil' '~ Gt\1ll • ~ iJ." (Ibid, p. 254, f. n. 4) 

( 3 ) Aoidoiii bhoiadhUii p. 635 

sf'~~ ( 'l fli;{h.lSUll{) ~6f-"t8'T- '6'vnt I 
q~ 'rf{-~~-4"tJ[ oi~r )~ ~ II 

[ ~T JTmuft-~-~- -1ft'g'qr I 
q~a ~-efQ·srmoi~ri\'~ ~: 11 

( 4) Mn muariparihasadeara ( 'l) p. 638 

i1r-i8"l ( y m ~T' 56f ) qfm" ~att 8l01T~T't ~ ( ? 6f1J'litturr ~ m ) I 
~ ( 'l ~!Rfi~) ~8"~~{ ( ? f.t° qy~~ ) ~) f.t° qRt ( ~? ) ~ mft II 

[ m m 5if ~'" ~' ar.nqtOJr qrrcfrr~ir_ 1 
~sfq Slf{q'llfd ~ qyrg ( ~:?) ~ ~II ) 

Note : This gfithii is included by Weber in his edition of Bapf.a· 
Batakam ( =SS) at serial nomber 771. 

( S-6) Bhoja presents one gathii twice on two different occasions : 
once to illustrate a type of nayika ( p. 638) and once again to illustrate a 
type of • pracchanna-anuraga •, called upanagara ( p. 817 ). The two ver
sions of tile giithii are reproduced here below, and by comparing them the 
glHhli is restored to its original form : 

( S ) ~ '§!Qi~'1-mR fUtf{ftrtft~~ I 
~ -aiiora ~~ tft"a tflloIT ~ II 
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( 6) ·---f.f8TT~ Mftr·~~sf I 
w~m,.q~ ~ '11101tf« 11 

The text of the original giithii might have been as follows : 

~-~sr-t«\'t tuiflfi'r-m-qfff"f%p 1 

~ '1'11T ~~ ct\~« ~II 

[ ~~~ fmtsqg11o.t'-•-Jriqa1~5a1i( I 
~ ~l ~qfql ~ ~sf« II] 

( 7) ......... isuocciesuvipala ( 'l) p. 641 

The text of this verse, as printed in BtnoO.ra·Prakafo, is repro• 
duced here in full : ! 

...... qut~ k-~·!i!!amt I 
i:i)t ml'{ ~(att ~bh'tsMii'Sl{1:err ii 

Now a mere glance at the text of the following gitbi would 
Immediately con\'ince anybody, beyond any shadow of doubt, that the former 
is only a corruption of the latter. Especially the identity in words, letters, 
underlined in the text of the two gilthiis is very eloquent and significant in this 
respect. 

irgq-qb11fraq:§ fir ~~ ( ~) \J~ ~ I 
mt ~ ~arr ~-~atg~-( IRlJqJ ~~g3T-) ~ II 

[ azliqfdga~~ 'f>4il'i"l•dS ( ~!!) ~ <(~: I 
irt-ef ~fa ~fctim ~~~: ( ~~~1ga\~) ~: II ] 

( 8) Bhajjachti jili mauhiii p. 642 

The text is obviously corrupt. The giithii may be restored as 
follows: 

~ 'if!l RbH( ~~att ~( mt Q'~ I 
4'fl<T(•'(81T-~-wr<iTSfV1110f•~ II 

[ ~ qtf.t ~iilfir m~ilif ~fir mfi!r ~1fir 1 
1lliqfd~f(1-~1:ifii(ctiii'S(qiifiJlii1~: II ] 

( 9) ~avalaahatthogamivi ( 'l) p. 644 

The earlier part of the second half of this giithii is corrupt; 
Tentatively we may restore the giithii as follows : 

Or<m~~ itta:r@r-!J~ i~ tfm•~ I 
SUI~~ (? ~ ~fir6'tt) !l!!fi'!Slsf fd efmt II 

[ ii14iiklll{~d Ali:tufrtid ~ RT'f·~ti I 
~ ~+tOl~¥14ifl: ifiO("C~sflfif II) 
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( 10) Tarui;iehi kaamtosam p. 647 

The text of this giithii is on the face of it corrupt. Tentatively it may 
be restored as follows :-

al!Ur~ ctiilaT~ ~fe'af' ~ ~umfit ( ? ctiam{ii ) I 
qftvt•·"~ m ~ fOt~ ,, 

[ '6~: !m'-ffll{ ~ ~~: fidiifd~: I 
q~q~qi~~~~ll] 

( 11-12 ) There are two corrupt versions of the text of one gitbl. These 
are: 

( 11) ~aai;iiii;ia kiradathaQii (?) 

UJlllUl1UI~ ~~t I 
a1~1JfffRolfaqd\e1'4~ ~&I) 11 

Aod ( 12) ~aai;tlll}B iraQO mam (?) 

018'0'ITUI ~) ~fu ~~ qq~ I 
•" ~~ Qlm m111o1 ifmt~err 11 

p. 676 

P• 818 

On the basis of these two corrupt versions an attempt may be made 
to reconstruct the original giitbii as follows :-

UJ8'01rut qct) UJ 61fi:rtftr ~llQlf qq~ I 
{llf ~fu vq ~m~atUt i'fa-~sr) 11 

[ i11lil'Ton~qcif onfur.tfrtr ~<ti~ si~: 1 
'{ia ftoo~ (Cf ~rq~ ~~~!RI: II ] 

( 13 ) Biilaa re vamcijjasl p. 785 

1ffiW8t ~ ctf.;:i~m ~(? mftR- >~S11UJ-~C? ~;u:-)qmren, 
~~-~{{·~·{le«(?~«-/~- )~-§tttif II 

[ ~Wcli 1:' "~ ,ar ... ~~-~-qliMi'l'i\:l-IR«'RI:, I 
~(ft-W!'-~~if"f-tf{"+ttf<ti0614&·~1{'[ II ) 

( 14) Pia-lamba-ja-siibuli-pili;i9ariie p. 799 

ft~ ( ~8'- )m&~·m't ~UJ·lll'.·ii({~UIT't I 
~~ ~tlfi ( ? ~) ~llfl't ( ? ~llflit ) 'c11JU1rftr II 

[ fir1'·~·cm·in~r ~-ll{-ir.zt{·m:lilqf 1 

~oq ~iz!: ~'fiqf ( =~~T) \:lrqlS"' II ] 

( 1 S) Darasumdaramahurullii p. 806 

Teotativaly the gatba, which is presented in its corrupt form in 
the printed text, may be rostored as follows :-
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~-~-if~~ ~-Qn:-q{Ur8'J1t I 
~8'1'{ §an~( ? ~r4ar-§1Rtq: > l ~ 1 Cfim f«tqr.m:r[ en 1• ~ 11 

( :fql:'(-~~(l@%Qif=UictS41 ~-~ ( '"1ilJ, iii~-)~ I 
~-§trqf ( 6PT<tJ, J;n~ffifi-~) ~ fi(I: 'a\'~<1R=l'cit ~ Qi: II ] 

( 16) Pai;iaa-kkhala1.1nsamkaluar:iam 

Tentatively we may restore the giithii as follows : 

qurar~-~111r!i' itanqqyar-lft'andr 1 

C!'l3Gil§JbW>l - [ fimis) ] bl tTm fUttcrifttt II 

( ~ijlfifJ ~~ ~~lTI8fiftiJ. I 
C?S~'ill~C!'ltift ifiTcit' ~- mtt f.\{q(lq: II ] 

( 17) ~iiarilipemma vi a91;10 

Tentatively we restore the giithii as follows : 

p. 816 

p.819 

urrilft1Rt-~-f.teroan(? ft-11u{t) fie (? N•) ~<iiht('titll 1 
~ ~ ~ffi!arJ{ ( ? ~~) lll{ fiubl eni!l (? ~en() II 

[ 'ifJrrftifil·'inl-~i!llilJ'I It" eifJ•N1m-mufUt 1 

'rllf U~ (itii'f!<tilfif ~ tmfit II] 

( 18) Piiiii<;lambam dei (?) p.830 

This giithii is somewhat corrupt. Tentatively, it may be recon· 
structed as follows : 

ften bl ~ ~ [ fUtbl-J~ ~111-ihMi~en 1 
~bl "°~ ~T qfi"qj~{ ~ ~ 11 

[ fir1it "1' ~oi ~~riff (~-)~if ~~~·~r 1 m ~ tff!: stfdqjfegqfa em fil'iit II] 

. ( 19) Appattadamsa uttammarle (?) 

blQf'a-~~'if\11;( 'l -~~fRlftit ) i!RctSbl ~fiil ~ I 
~IRT Nbl '"~ ( ? mit) ~~@6<.q~ f{('l)ufl~~· II 

[ et-srra·~~rm iJRli~ ~?:4fmlir.a- 1 

'1fir-~ It" U4f ~-~-1_0!~: (?) f.\:~ II ] 

p. 831 

( 20) Amgai kiln.mijjamti p. 832 

sfm{ ~~fu ~~fu 53l((f~~ I 
•ti' f®wifd ~ f.i&r ( 'l fi<f<f) ~-~ ~ II 

( bQflfir '11~00 ~)~q{;tf ii~ I 
@ctSfi?« r.t~ ~ ft ll] 
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( 21 ) Mil muddhapo<;fhachobaa (?) p. 878 

This gathl is highly corrupt. Tentatively, it may be reconstruct
ed as follows : 

m g.a:-.m mlf( ? 'tl"'t'111'- )<minft ~ ~~If(? ~-) 
qfm (?~)I 

firl011tqtJ'I<? P.ffiJr~- )~~~ttarr <? ~·,rrt·ttftarr > 
~(?{\'ft)ll 

[ irt ~ ~ '<tTCflfi·ill~ 8ffqJ ~-~·<fq I 
~~q('("1·~~-Rt-~lifhil' ;rq II ] 

( 22) Occei ji'i kusumbhani p. 893 

~ (? ~~) m ftlt, m<i N.11 ~ ~IJIT (? ~11!1) ~ 1 

~ !lg ~' ~17[-q{iq"{f ~II 

[ ""'~ qr~ ~ ~ ~ ~~r (? s;~) ,..n 1 

in'tof ij'gel~ ~-q'llqU ~ II ] 

Cf OSI. 17 ( b ) 

-.:11 ~ ~ ~ ~ta'f m~ tltlf~ II 
[ ~ftf cmtfct ~fa +Ml{tmTI ~ fittttm II] 

( 23 ) Gahnai mabo haliassi (?) 

Tentatively we thus restore the g!thii : 

P• 89S 

~ "111) ~am_;r ( &It.RT, ffVU{ 81 unt~.rm) QlfUll fOrlf·~~ ~ I 
~-~ <fluft'~~ft ~~ ~Simi II 

[ ~ +r.ft ti~ ( 6"Rf, ~Tftf '<( '~~Cfilqlt(') ~ r..m: ~I 
a~"'5<-"4iq ~ wftf ~m 11 J 

( 24) Camda tumam i;ia ga.i;iijjasi p. 903 

The giithii, as it stands, is metrically defective. The readings 
• maimo' and ' uppuqa ' in the first and second half of the giithii respectively 
yield no satisfactory sense. Tentatively the gltbii may be reconstructed as 
follows : 

:#f~ ~ 01 fffUrii~ +:ri{m c '! mq ~ ) c ~- 1 Cfgqs·~-~ 1 
'3i'{!ICfiUl{Qiflod Cfl('('·~ ~ full'{ II 

[ ':q'Pif ~ Of ff~ q~ [ 'CA- ] ~·~·~: I 
~-,~~{=1~~~11] 

Note: For the idea compare GS ( W) 557. 
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( 25) SahiaJ;iahaddhnbimuham ( 1) p. 951 

That the text of this verse (which is quite corrupt in its first 
half) is a corrupt version of Betubandha X. 74 would be clear beyond any 
doubt or dispute if we keep the text of these verses side by side : 

d~fqf 'OIR{Sf ~:af' fq-11~~ I 
~ qft(Qiaodl arq~ miri ~ n - SP, p. 951 

And, 

t'f~sto1g~qrft 5" ~-{{8'·firi\ot:J8f' ml~ I 
~ft cffiisarfctri 61Qfl~I mtri ~ II - Betu. X. 74 

A comparison of these two texts brings out a few variants. The text 
may be restored in the light of Setu X. 74 as follows : 

{'fftlffOlg~ft !I~ ~-t{llf·~~ ~ arfcmfiraiul I 

~ar.fft qfufOwdl st4ci\fls:it( ""~it ~-~ II 
( tc<.. .. "i31 .. 1{€\i"'ij<..4 ~{-dirff-f.tij\tHiRV'ii~ I 
~~: srfdfilt:ffts~a ~ ~~= 11 J 

( 26) Ama i;ia tuhiivarllho p.1029 

The text of this giithii is a bit corrupt. It is restored with the 
help of GS ( W ) 942 : 

emt OJ dlil4U(I ftafar[ if) ~ ~srUJtUI « ~I 
iJTUJT~ ~ft cnft:rit ~ [ fg:] ar~ n 

[ emt if nml\:1! ~' ml ~:q .. ~flg- ~: I 
f'll"'t~g:\ ~¥qf 4tftrar ~;qt~ II] 

( 27 ) Bhiuc;Ue viihlro p. 1037 

The text of thi11 giithii is somewhat corrupt. Tentatively, the 
giithil may be restored as follows: 

~ ~. ~'l-fif<.. .. 4011u: f.r t'fft ~ I 
~ ~If ~. m fq81tffl W inu1T II 

[ ~pill ;~gTUSf,qo11;:qfq ~ ~ I 

~ te fitll 614(( fitl:at:1fl<f ~ f'IJ .. : II ) 

( 28) Miii;ioamiii;aoccama ( 1 ) p.1044 

The text of this giithii is somewhat corrupt. Tentatively, th~ 
pthii may be restored ~s follows i 



200 V. M. KULKARNI 

inurr cmriurr. lilet moi qy"tft" [ ~ J ~ 1 

~ mer Cfil:etT, q;smroit t=rif~81'{ 11 

[ i:rrm <mlJif: ~ i:rr;t ~ [ ~] ~'41('( I 
~'fl al<ltf; ~~!'Cf! ~i:!~ II] 

( 29) Ovijjau cha9adiahe 

Tentatively, the giithii may be restored as follows : 

ai., fi'qwta iJ111~ ~RJ-q~(:J qfiet·Q~ I 
q~~ srgm f.\li{-fW\' ~~II 

[ ~ P1'1'f-~ ~-q~ m-lJ;~ I 
~ ii~) f.R~f~l'ft ~-flAut II J° 

( 30 ) Jeoa thiavialiadhavala 

p. 1067 

p. 1103 

The text of this giithii is a bit corrupt. It may be restored thus : 

~ (? ~l]J- )&set-f.rar~&r-'tlql[Mt~6'-~~<~ft I 
~ ~ 1]J ~ ;nfJr qf{8f·~~ II 

[ ~-~·f.ril~-~~-q~-srfm:~q;rn'J: I 
~~: (-~:, ~ ong~) ~ ~ ~ ~~ qftr.fi·~: II] 

( 31) Amto hum.tum dhajjai ( 7) p. 893 

The earlier part of the first half of this giithii agrees with the 
corresponding part of GS IV. 73. The second half of the giithii is consider
ably corrupt. Tentatively we may reconstruct the giithii as follows : 

am~~~ m 111{·~, 
~erar[ ~-- ]~(? ~~- );rur'Rtur f.rq{ gift~ (? q(~·"11t) II 

(~~wa~ftf~~-~I 
~-~-~-~ir.J q<J>G:5@-~: II] 

( 32) Gahakallo itti tumam ( ? ) p.903 

This verse is very corrupt. Tentatively, it may be reconstructed 
as follows: 

... ~~ fu uir rit ~ ~ ~ ~ fff 1 
~{:(161 [ ~] 1'i1Jlttf{~ Jff 5~~( 7 'ft !J~) 11'(~ II 

[ ~~ '{ftt ti!ff'lifsmfr;rl <'.IUN ~sf« I 
8f'tl·mrt"<I ~ q;ur-~ Jff gB R~ II 1 
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( 33 ) Ma muddha po9hachobaa ( 7 ) P• 878 

This giitha, which is considerably corrupt, may tentatively be 
reconstructed as fallows : 

m ~ m m61-i1TC?Sltt '(ill~ ~{:J(? <1f{(:f )"ii61( 1 l:J&r )~ (? ~) I 
fi\'fUisfqur(? ~sf~- )~IJJ-~-[ mr- Jntf«6" ilft~ ( ? itfg: ) II 

[ "1 ~ m·'tfl<Mi-~~1 ~?.IT gq( <lq- )'l..tf·'m"{ I 

f.tfirtmOl-~-~-~-~aT ~q II ] 

( 34) Kiicitahapa9amasamlia (?) p.90S 

This giithii is, no doubt, corrupt and shows some gaps in its second 
half. On a closer scrutiny it is found to be a corrupt version of Gatha• 
saptasati, III. 9: 

~Rr< ? 01 tq.) a'{ qff( 1 'Rfl- )mmm·wsr-~ cnfqq < 1 qy~) 
fir qf{am:n- I 

3l'i ~Br-~61'{-t:J~~~ <l&rlJJ·<MteMt II 

[ mfct (?,q ) ~ srtm-mfttm·~-~ snS"sfq qmi\'q: I 

~ ~-~~-~~ ~-~ 11] - GS Ill. 9 

( 35) HaddhasaliUihaiie p. 1002 

This verse, in Skandhaka metre, may be restored as follows : 

~~tsntt ~~ ~-t:lf{-~ I 
~f{antt NII "1111~ ~ qf1-q!ffl) h 

[ ~-~g-~ 8"'4~fh:q~f C{'ll~)-~ I 
~fuNq 61r.ml ~: SJ~: II ) 

( 36) Rasaajjhaakaadhikara 

This corrupt glithii may be restored as follows : 

((iot:11t1<1T-ifi&r-~-riirsr-f0iiu-<1i)cnun (? iii~) 1 

~61 itSIT~ IR~IR-~'t (? ~) ~ 11 

[ snfa-~Cfi·!ia-~-:jff.m-f.n.q-itqq, 1 

~ smr:ffl ~ ~I II) 

( 37 ) Jaha jaha tie bhava1;11uh 

p. 1005 

p. 1006 

This verse, in Skandhaka metre, is considerably corrupt. It 
may tentatively be restored as follows : 

~ ~ ~ ~O'f 111<{{ $8'-~T(-~ES'Rcn I 

a{ at ~ 61f{sr8't ftetsf ~ff ( ~~~) ~~ ~ 11 
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[ ~J qtjy d~ ~if ~fa ~-g;:~'1·~: I 
~' mn a~t ~~ ~~ ~~ fitttVIJPl.11 1 

( 38) Diiragaan'Jpe i;iiattai (?) p, 1015 

This verse, in Skandhaka metre, may tentatively be reconstructed 
as follows: 

Cf_t-iist ftt' fUrare{ Cf_t-Msni ~) q&A'{ m I 
<fill ~( qf\oum i1111A:l=l' (m ~{ ta ~ 11 

( {flRmfit fir<laa- ~-fit~ ~: ~ Sti:r I 
~ ll<r~ qf{omft ~ME<414 rifa' ~:§dl•a II ] 

( 39 ) ( Sanketiislr) yatha va -
Jaha iccba taha ramiam (Vol. V, p. 900) 

This giithii, which is considerably corrupt and therefore obscure, 
may be restored, tentatively of course, as follows : 

~ ~ mr tfltst, or " ilftm aww ~~iii' 1 
ij"{ a1f.t 'dR-~~fg: f.l<:Dit!H:i (?)II 

[ qm '{"liJ1 attt ttJ«t ;r "f ~Hf il_a-( ~- )~~ 1 

~ mfii, ~-ii'ldl~ll"iilQ( -f;f~- )~1~: ( ~:tU~!J) f.r.trpufq II ] 

( 40) ( Abbisariki-vrttiinto ) yatha vii -
Tahakaha vi~usuraasahan'J (? ) ... ( Vol. IV, p. 904) 

This giitbii, which is extremely corrupt and therefore obscure, 
may tentatively be reconstructed as follows : 

~ ~ f.t g gtar-~·qof!Jf-<ii8'(? i{af- )&raaroni( mtt arr I 

~ fOi&J-~ ~· ~af m &JTfOtstT it{ II 
[ d'ttT <filmftt ~ gta~-stOlq-~a·anKqr iil'litsi\' 1 

~ ~ ~ ~fut Q' &JTifnil' ~ ( ~) II ) 

( 41 ) ( Avinaya-nigiihanam) yatbii vii -
Atta dbara ~evaccham (Vol. IV, p. 906) 

~J "1{ iil'q~ a-rf{u:(? m {llf-)~~ ~ aAft I 

ijt " <Pfl'·<U<I " ~T~(? ifii~~ ~) ~ cm"1i: II 

[ m ~ ~~' a'J~a'-~ ~ifi1 ~I 
«q> ~~pqifQl 'Rif;a ~fil" II 1 
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( 42 ) Alaukikiirtharh yathii -

ioecheum I 
Occei appai;ie ccia miieau1ajjuasa ... II (Vol. IV, p. 919) 

This incomplete and corrupt verse is to be identified with the follow· 
ing giitb.a from Gatha-saptafoti as the available portion of the text agrees 
with the corresponding text of the GCitha-saptaAati : 

hlli,iiflt qt ~ lfiW ~I~ Uf ~ ~ I 
ri( 8'Qll1I Nrlf iTiq ant·~-~ II 

c ~= qra((i(Cll tift it~ 1 ~ "' w~ 1 
affaoi\Nk+ia.. +tid{fa~~: II] -GS. II. 59. 

Note : 'Miie' may be rendered into Sanskrit as ' Sakhi '. Cf. m{-~-

9'~· tl'm ... DeAi8abdasangraha I. SL 

( 43 ) Kani~thavi~ayo ( miino ) yathii -
Aharylihesemeam (Vol. IV, p. 984) 

This corrupt verse is to be identified with the following giithii : 

;a;mftantt ~~. a-if flRft <lit ( ~) @i1afiif 1 
IJN·<lg'61Tlt m, ~ itilf Cl~ g1fiT II 

Ct01i'1•1ftq;q1 <~=> ~ ~ ~nq•~* ~ <;nl> Pf«• 
~tfl ~ ~· q<I <I~ ~: II ) 

-Gahakoso No. 683; GS ( W) No. 731 

( 44 ) Abhinive5aq yathli -
~a sahiai;iui;iaabhai;iiaoi (Vol. IV, p. 993) · 

(Vol. IV, p. 1013) 

This verse is again cited (on p. 1013) by Bboja to illustrate a 
(' ka~hora • ) upiilambha~ : On the basis of these two corrupt passages the 
verse may be reconstructed as follows : 

111 8' ~ 9'1!10f8fmursf' 111 ~ 'fflt 111 ~ ~lf~f I 
<ti( "' ~m itiar {{·~q:lf-fO!gt ~ tt6At 11 

( if iq' ~ ~-llfDm' ii W~ snR ii ~ §'ifilMi I 
~ 81f: ( Cfi1t qr) ~t=l'ir.f ~·f.t~h:cQa·f.tr"§°( ml ~II] 

( 45 ) ... ... anusaya4, yathii -
Takkhai;iajai;i ia (Vol. IV, p. 994) 

(Vol. IV, p. 1209) 
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This verse is further on ( p. 1209) cited by Bhoje to illustrate 
• aparodha·smara'{Ulm •. The verse may be reconstructed on the basis of the 
text, presented on these two occasions, as follows : 

u~-~--ql{~ ~-·-.uc·~·~r~st 1 

dttt ~~ ~ eOfOI~ Q~ Ri61 ig8'ef" II 

[ ~-mira-snrl ~q{J~+tff$ffii~~ I 
~r ~ ~Ei'R+NMi:El~lf ~ ~ II ] 

Note : The verse is in Skandhaka metre and is possibly drawn from 
Harivijaya ( now lost ). 

( 46) ... ... giic;lhaq ( mana4 ), yathii -
Siihippamti savi (? ) ... (Vol. IV, p. 998) 

This gatha is incomplete and corrupt. In view of the context and 
seneral import we are very well justified in identifying it with the following 
giithii : 

t=rrf{ctt~ / CIT~fa' /-.1~fa- 01 ifim f-1. ~ irar tn•f«INifff 1 
moifcfemr $1t)q1fSwrlt ft~ qiffil 11 

[ ~ ( gqii(~) 'if cmtftl ~~ ~ ~I 
ifl'iff.Aim I m'ifft~u ~ctiJqr ( 0G11~qr) ~ ~~ ( ~e1'4 .. a )11 1 

-Cf. GB ( W ). 869 

{ 47) Upade,alambano yatbi:i -
vaai;ii pijjai (Vol. IV, p. 1004) 

This incomplete and corrupt verse may, tentatively, be reconstructed 
as follows: 

( t=f\'\'- ]trariUr(? ~Ur111 ) ~ ~~ fitQ¥H.'lwiiA( ? ~ 6'~ ~) I 
ft8'ar IFl'eftal 'clR ~~ moi~t:I ~ 11 

[ ~~ ~ ~ ~qfitq('liil ~I 
~' IFl'4ci5¥ill<i ~ ~~ fiMfl:i~i~ II ) 

( 48) ·Kayapravrttijam yathli -
UQl)amasu subaa ca ( 1) ... ... (Vol. IV, p. 1032 ). 

Tentatively, this giithii may be restored as follows :-

~¥Jg !P6' qllf ~ (? qW ~) q~-~·i{Wtm{ I 
~11-fUi~( YfUm:m01 ). [ lrit01] ft qf91tRVl01 II 

[ 'ffif g~ ~ <litA $ffffftR:-~-~~ I 
qfttti1ta·f.n\*1r~ ft ~ffir.f 11 l 



J ' . . . . 
BHOJA'S S~NGARA-PRAl<ASA : PRAl<RIT TEXT RESTORED 205 

( 49 ) Anudve~o yatha -

Canido visaasahoarau ... (Vol. IV, p. 1086) 

~ f<R:l6'·~~ cit' - rif8"11:1 ~ft I 
~ 15fti'f( Y 8f'it) fl{ m"l{T fit' m'!S{ ~II 

[ ~) f.rq.~:, Cfi: ~ftr ~ ~I 
CiUIP(tlff flif ~Tftt 'i'41(!Nftr ~II ] 

(SO) Arambho yatha -

Eacciya putti piam (Vol. IV, p. 1091) 

q:ar fiUar ~ W 'tf{fa' &u:a ... 0'ar ii{·(? ijt· )q6AJ 1 

RJVTet·5{-~11T{-f.t~r< 7 f.mnftisarr ? f.muf.carr ) ~"' 11 

[ ~ qq ~ fiM' ~ arr~ Carr~) ~-st~r: 1 

~<t~-~~~-st~ftf~nrr( ?fcmfirar) cmrr: 11 1 

( 51 ) Abhinive§o yathll -
Pattia mehacamdam ( ? ) (Vol. IV, p. 1092) 

Tentatively, and taking liberty with the given text, the gllthll may 
be reconstructed as follows : 

11Rrat 111 mar) ~. ~~ ~~-~ '!' ~ I 
[~] ~ 111{4'."4l:q(~ fa;~" 'Efcti~sf II 

( ~ ii 1li'I~· ~ ~~cfl'qf~~f~ ~I 
~ ~ ;m: m ~\: ew;feu'( II ) 

( 52) Anuniiyako ya th! -
Viasattei;ia ( ? ) muQiJjai (VoLIV, p. 1174) 

The printed text is quite obscure. Taking some liberty with it the verse 
may be reconstructed as follows : 

f.tmoi i!JIUllNI( ~f«U 6Uil01<4a 6' (? etfnm~ar )-~~ I 
•wei!Jlo1 g<firuir &1T{iar-wgirn=r-~r lfiii~ 11 

[ ~ ~ f~sftrn~t1f.tii1 ... 0itt: I 

Cfim'i-~ ~ ·~~-~: lfitife4'•114( II ) 

This verse, in Slca.ndhaka metre, is possibly drawn from Sarvasena•s 
Harivajaya ( now lost ). 

( 53) Priya-praQama-vigamaoa-hetava~ priyotthiipanlloi yathii .. 
... Tie ai;turllapasaria ... . .. (Vol. IV, p. 1209) 
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The text, as printed, is somewhat corrupt. From the context and its 
Skandhaka metre it appears that it is drawn from Sarvasena's Harivijaya 
(now lost ). It may be reco.pstructed as follows :-

~ ~81-~-~-q~-~-~aft I 
F<ttft:l'ur-@f<~lfiflm ~~~&nq II 

[ ~ ~-SR{a-~-Sl'faq~r;r-~-S¥4il;\~; I 
~-~: ~~·('NM\4&;41t( II ] 

( 54) Miiniipagamiidanuriigavrddhau siittvikivirbhiiva~ sveda-romDiico 
yatbii -
l':lavariakariivalambai;i.a ... ( VoL IV, p. 1210) 

This verse is incomplete and naturally therefore, metrically defective. 
From the style one would like to hazard a guess that it belongs to Sarvasena's 
Harivijaya ( now lost). 'faking some liberty with the printed text it may be 
reconstructed as follows :-

orqf{6f CfiU'4t/idlU11Jt·1'~-~61-~ [anri18"] I 
[ ~) m<1 ~61' Uff.591-~llf' fit fit'fri ~ II 

[ ~at CfiU'4l"lHi .. Ul<t·~li'1.n:rrWf·E'4~@4il~l(I I 

min ~~~fit ~d+HiRftill ( =itrf'$1?1) II ) 

( 55) I~tiivayasyiiniim mitho-vyavabiraq priya-sakhi-vlikyllni, yathii -
Acciisasamuddhosia (?) ... (Vol. IV, p. 1219) 

The verse, which is quite corrupt, may be reconstructed as follows : 

8fllll( ? ~-)(04~61'·~~ Cf~ '(tftft I 
~-~-;h-~fUtttut i11t ~ II 

[ W~·e5;(\ ff4d-~lfflffl ~liPff I 
~--·iiivmRIW<r 1'lra~1r: 11 J 



YAVANA INSCRIPTIONS OF WESTERN INDIA 

SAMOEL CLARK LAEUCHLI 

The Buddhist caves of Karla and Junnar in western India contain 
nine votive inscriptions recording gifts of Yavanas. These inscriptions have 
been interpreted in various ways, none of which have been completely 
satisfactory. It is therefore considered a desideratum to take a fresh look 
at these inscriptions, not individually, but as a unit, because they contain 
certain features which set them apart from other inscriptions in the western 
Indian caves. It is especially important to review these inscriptions as 
they contain the major references to the word Yavana in the early Indian 
epigraphs. 

Before proceeding further, a brief discussion of the word Yavana is 
necessary. There are three words, i.e., Yona, Yonaka, and Yavana, which 
have all been considered to mean "Greek.'' Piii;iini gives Yaiiani as the 
feminine of Yavana and the word is therefore attested in Sanskrit prior to the 
advent of Alexander.1 The from Yona could be the normal Prakrit form 
of the word, while Yonaka would be the same, only with the addition of the 
very common suffix -ka.8 The major difficulty with this analysis is that 
Yavana/Yona stems from the Greek lanes which should come into old Indo
Aryan as Yona, not Yavana. In this case the form Yavana would be a back 
building in Sanskrit from the Prakrit Yona. A priori, this latter process 
seems the most likely one, although it is not at this stage possible to prove 
because the date of the word's first use in India cannot be determined, nor 
can the exact source of the borrowing.8 A further problem arises in the 
epigraphical usage of these forms, because in the inscriptions the forms do 
not seem to be interchangeable.', nor does the form Yuvana occur only in 
Sanskrit inscriptions, but also in Prakrit ones. Although the word Yona / 
Yonaka occurs in the Afokan edicts,4 the Heliodoros pillar,8 etc., the 
form Yavana is found only at Junnar, Karla, Nasik, and Junaga4h in 
western India, and perhaps in Kharavela's Hllthigumphl Inscription in 
Orlssa.8 As will be seen below, Yavana and Yona do not seem to be 
used in similar contexts, and may have slightly different meanings. It is 
therefore important to keep in mind that Yavana / Yona / Yonaka are not 
interchangeable. The following is a list of Yavana Inscriptions : 

1. Dhenukoka~a dha1flma-11avanasa 

'' Oif~ of an upright of the Yavana from Dhenukllkata,"7 
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2. Dhenukakata yavanasa Sihadhayana thaT(l.bho dana711 
" This piilar is the donation of the Yavana Sihadbaya from 
Dhenukiika~a."e 

3. Dlumukaka~a 11avanasa Yasavadhanana111 thaT(l.bho dana 
"This pillar is the donation of the Yavana Yasavadhana from 
Dhenukiikata. ''9 

4. DhenukO.ka~a Cu/ayakh[ a ]na yava'{ltlsa thabho dana 
u This pillar is the donation of the Yavana Culayakha from 
Dhenukiika~a."10 

5. Dhenukakata yavanasa DhamadhayO.narp. thabho dana'l?l 
"This pillar is the donation of the Yavana Dbamadhaya from 
Dhenukiikata. ••11 

6. f!mehanaka~a yavanasa Oitasagatanam donaf!I. thabho 

.. This pillar is the donation of the Yavana Ci~asagata from 
Urnehanilkata."111 

7. Yavanasa Irilasagatana deyadliama be po</.hiyo 
"The gift .or two cisterns by the Yavana lrilasagata."18 

8. Yavanasa Oitasagata{Ul7T1- bhoja!£ama~po deyadhama saghe 
" The gift or a dining hall to the Saoigha by the Yavana 
Citasagata. ''14 

9. Yavanasa Oarrzdiinam gabhada[ ra ] 
"The girt of a Facade by the Yavana Ca1pda. " 111 

The above nine records from Karla and Junnar are the only votive 
inscriptions of Yavanas in the early period.16 The caitya cave at Karla 
contains six or these while the remaining three17 are in various locations in 
the caves surrounding Junnar.18 Although the readings of these inscrip
tions are fairly ce1 ta in, three of them have not been translated correctly 
(Nos. 6. 7. and 8 ). Nos. 7 and 8 were read by Biihler as follows: 

and 

7. Yavanasa Irilasa gatana deyadliama be po</.hiyo 
" The meritorious girt of two cisterns by the Yavana Irita of the 
Gati ( country )."1u 

8. Yavanasa O&~asa Gatana111- bhoja!£ama~apu deyadliama saghe 

"The !Jleritorious ~ift of a refectorr for the community ( Samgha) 
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by the Yava11a Ci~a ( Caitra) of the Gatas ( or of the Gatl 
country ).20 

It was argued that Gatanam was Sanskrit Gartanam standing for 
Trigartanam "of the Trigartas," which was thought to be a place in the 
Puojab.21 This explanation, however, was flawed in several ways. First of 
all, the plural was never explained. Even if the Sanskrit form were Trigarla, 
it would presumably be one place, not several, and should therefore be 
singular in number. Secondly, the place from which a donor has come is 
always given in the ablative (4th) case, not the genitive (6th). Although 
Pandit Bhagvanlal Indraji cited the Prakrit Pralcada to show that the 4th 
case in Prakrit could be used for the Sanskrit 6th case,28 this usag.! never 
occurs in the cave inscriptions and is on unacceptable explanation. 

All the above arguments were made moot by the publication of lnscrip. 
tion No. 6.98 Vats correctly interpreted ·sangatana as part of the personal 
name, misreading Vi~a for Oi~a. Kosambi, however. (who correctly read 
Ci~a and considered the donor the same as the one in Inscription No. 8 ) 
confused the issue by arguing that gata meant " dead" and that these three 
inscriptions indicated posthumous donations.u Aside from the improbabi· 
lity of this suggestion (why should these three Yavanaa be the only post. 
humous donors in all of the cave inscriptions?), his suggestion is gramma• 
tically impossible. How could the plural adjective modify the singular noun? 
Kosambi writes that "the use of the genitive plural to modify a noun in the 
genitive singular is seen elsewhere in the Karle inscriptions. nu But there is 
no case where a plural adjective modifies a singular noun. The only occur. 
rence of the mixing of singular and plural at Karla occurs in the inscriptions 
using the word '' Yavana ", and there the plural noun is always the name of 
the dooor.28 If we except the three inscriptions in question, whenever the 
word Yavana appears, the name of the donor is in the plural. It would be 
particularly odd if these inscriptions did not give the name in the plural, and 
to top it off, modified the name in the singular with a plural adjective. Wa 
must, therefore, read the names as Ci~asangata and Irilt1sagata respectively. 

It is very difficult to find Sanskrit equivalents for Oi~asangata and 
lrilasaizgata. Very likely, the element -sa( ii )gata (the anusvara is uncer• 
tain) ~s a name-forming suffix of which -1.1aka,n 41ika,2B -bhuti,2e and 
simple -ka80 are prominent examples in the western cave inscriptions. 
Neither Ci~a nor Irila seem to be Sanskritic. Buhler suggested Oaitra for 
Ci~a but this is very doubtful. Sanskrit Oaitra should become Prakrit Cef,a 
but never Ci~a. Sanskrit" ai" becomes Prakrit" e ". See for example, 
Sanskrit caitya > Prakrit cetiya, Sanskrit haira~yaka > Prakrit hera'(&ikq. 

~.s,-27 
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There is no evidence that dental " t " cerebralizes before an •• r ". Thus 
Sanskrit kl!'ltrapa >Prakrit khata-pa ( lchatta-pa ). Sanskrit gotra >Prakrit 
gota (gotta ).81 Most likely, the two names have a foreign origin, perhaps 
either Greek or Iranian. There is no problem, however, with accepting 
-sangata as part of a name, even if an Indian etymology is found for Oi~a 
and lrila. If the suffix is Indian, it would mean •• suitable " or "fit for". 

Turning now to the complete list of ·yavana inscriptions, we notice a 
consistent pattern in their formulation. When the Yavana's place of origin 
is given, it is the first word in the inscription, in the ablative (4th) case. 
The next element is the word Yavana ( except No. 4 where the word Yaixina 
and the name are reversed), in the genitive singular (6th case). This is 
followed by the name of the donor in the genitive plural and finally the 
object of donation and either the word dana or deyadhama. This pattern is 
firm except for No. 1 which seems to be incomplete. 

The word order of these inscriptions is actually that most common in 
all donative records of the western Indian caves. The fact which makes these 
Yavana inscriptions so remarkable is that the personal name is in the plural. 
While the point that certain Yavanas are mentioned in the plural has already 
been noticed by Biihler, Indraji, ~enart, etc., it has not previously been 
understood that all the Yavanas are referred to in the plural. Furthermore 
although it has been stated that the plural is the plural majestis,88 we must 
wonder why the Yavanas were so designated. After all, no other class or 
ethnic group is so designated. This is obviously a point of great interest.88 

The only group of people, other than Yavanas, who are mentioned 
in the plural are religious leaders, mainly theras.34 The use of the plural 
.with holy men clearly shows that the practice indicates great respect, respect 
which seems to extend to a position almost more than just to no individual. 
;How then does this tally with the use or the plural for Yavanas? It has often 
been assumed that the Yavanas who were donors in these caves were mer· 
chants or traders.86 However, it is difficult to believe that such great respect 
was shown to simple merchants. Why have no other merchants been granted 
a similar honor? Why also do the Yavanas never call themselves merchants -
many other donors do just that. In fact one is surprised that none of the 
Yavanas mentions any occupation whatsoever. One is tempted to wonder 
if Yavana really was merely an ethnic designation. If Yavana was an ethnic 
name, it seems very likely that the Yavanas were all in positions of such 
power and prestige that the term became almost synonymous with a title • 
. Only assuming that they were a group with great political power and influence 
~nd. that such prestige was implicit in the name Yava~, c~n the ~se of 
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the plural be explained. Most probably, the only Yavanas that came to 
western India were those in government service at a fairly high level. It has 
also been suggested that the Yavanas were mercenaries, 38 and it is equaUy 
possible that they were therefore respected for their high military position. 
This wiU be discussed further, below. 

If we understand that the Yavanas were political figures, not just 
private individuals ( i. e., traders or merchants, etc.) then it should be 
possible to determine the approximate time of their arrival and departure in 
western India. Let us first con!lider when the Yatianas left the Nasik·Karla· 
Junnar area. The starting point of such a discussion will obivously be 
Queen Balasri's inscription.87 In this inscription Balasri states that her son 
Gotamlputra Siitakari;ii was '' Saka-Yavana-Palhava-nisudana " (Line 5 ). 
Leaving aside the question of the veracity of this statement, we notice that 
the Yavanas are definitely linked with the Elakas and Pahla·vas, both of 
whom came from the northwest with the K~aharata K~atrapas, who are 
assumed to have been Iranians if not Sakas. 38 It is known for certain that 
the area between Karla, Junnar, and Nasik was in the hands of the K~atrapa 
Nahapiina, but that at some point during the reign of Gotamlputra Sata· 
kan;1.i this territory reverted to Sataviihana control. There is no evidence of 
a Yavana presence in this region after the Sataviihanas regained control, and 
. we must assume that the Yavanas departed with the defeat of the K~ahariita 
K~atrapas. In this connection, we note that there are only Yavana donative 
inscriptions at sites where the K~ahariita K~atrapas are known to have ruled. 

·It seems equally likely that the Yavanas were not in western India before the 
advent of the K~aharata K~atrapas. In the first place, it seems unlikely that 
if the Yavanas were in position of high power under the Sataviihanas prior 
to the advent of the K~atrapas, that they should later seem prominent with 
the K~atrapas. More central, however, is the fact that the Yavanas in India 
originaJly stem from the north-west. Since the Iranians clearly came from 
the north-west, and since the Yavanas came from the same area, they were 
clearly linked in the mind of Queen Balasri with the Sakas, and seem to have 
some official, either governmental or military, function, it seems certain that 
they came to western India together with the K~ahariita K~atrapas and stayed 
only as long as the Iranians were in power In this region. 

In simple terms, if the Yavanas were, as is suggested by the use ·of 
. the plural in the above epigraphs, governmental or military figures of rank, 

then they must have been connected with a particular dynasty. In the period 
in question, there is evidence of only two lines of kings in the Karla-Junnar
Nasik region: the Sataviihanas and the K~aharilta K~atrapas. It is almost 

. impossible to argue that the Yavanas could have been allied to, or active 
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under, the Satavahanas. Everything, therefore, points to a .Yavanei preseli~ 
coeval to that of the K~abarata K~atrapas. 

The precise date of K~aharllta K~atrapa rule in the Deccan is not 
known. Even the length of time in which they ruled is uncertain. Essentially, 
the problem hinges on what dating system was used in inscriptions 
relating to Nabapana. Some scholars argue very vehemently that Nahapiina 
used the Baka era of 78 A. D. 80 Other scholars argue equally vehemently 
that Nabapana's years are regnal years,40 and of course it is possible that be 
used an as yet unknown era, started by one of his predecessors and dis· 
continued after Nahapana. Since none of these theories are satisfactorily 
proven, the question cannot be answered conclusively. The fact remains 

·that it is not known when Nahapiina ruled in the Deccan. Even if 
Nabapiina 's years are regnal years, it would not be certain that be ruled over 
the Deccan for all of his reign. Because Nahapana's inscriptions contain 
the dates 41, 42, 45 and 46,41 it is known that the K~atrapas ruled for a 
minimum of five years. How much longer than five years is at this point an 
unanswerable question. 

Returning to the question of the function of the Yavanas during 
K~atrapa rule, we must admit that it cannot be answered conclusively. It is 
known that certain of Nahapana's coins had Greek legends,411 and this might 
be thought to indicate Greek mint masters, and perhaps other civil 

' functionaries. The close connection of the Yavanas with the Sak.as, however, 
seems to point to mercenaries and mililary figures. It should be 
pointed out that the functions, military and civil, are not necessarily mutually 
exclusive. Yavanas may have functioned in both capacities. Unfortunately 
this is the point where one enters the realm of speculation, as all hard 
evidence is wanting. 

The precise meaning of the word Yavana at different times is very 
much in doubt. Particularly the use of the word in Rudradaman•s Junaga<;lh 
inscription remains puzzling. Therein it is mentioned that the Yavana-Raja 
Tu~aspha repaired a dam (for ? ) the Mauryan king Asoka.43 Tu~aspha is 
clearly an Iranian name. One wonders how he could have been called a 
Yavana if the word designated Greeks. It is known that Iranians as well as 

. Greeks, i.e., Yonas/ Yonakas adopted Indian names in Ind in, and this was 
simply a process of adapting to a new culture. We cannot explain by the 
same process the notion that a Greek in India would have an Iranian 
name.H Foreign names in India do seem a fairly reliable guide to ethnic 
origin. Particularly relevant to this question is the fact that Rudradiimao, 
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as an Iranian in descent, would have been particularly aware of the 
difference between Iranians and Greeks. In fact, Rudradaman himself bad 
an am'iil:ua (minister) whom he called a Pahlava.45 It is uncertain, there
fore, that Yavana actually is used interchangeable with Yona or Yonaka. It 
ls commonly assumed that the three forms are interchangeable, and that 
Yavana simply represents the Sanskrit form while Yona and Yonaka are the 
Prakrit forms. If such was the case, however, why is the Sanskrit form 
Yavana used in these Prakrit inscriptions? The word Yonaka occurs in a 
Nasik inscription,•0 and is used very differently from the occurrences of 
Yavana discussed above. It mentions the Yonaka idagnidata, the Otaraha 
("native of the northern country" ).47 Worthy of note in this inscription 
are three things. First of all, Idiignidata is not mentioned in the plural. 
Secondly, he is not a local person, but rather resides in the north. Thirdly, 
this inscription has occurrences of Sanskritisation, i. e., atmana, ldagnidata, 
etc. and yet Yonaka is used. Would not the Sanskrit form be more likely 
to occur in an inscription with other examples of Sanskritisation? Perhaps 
Yavana and Ycma/Yonalca came to be used with different meanings in these 
inscriptions. It seems that in epigraphical sources, Yona and Yonaka are 
ethnic designations; while Yavana bas some other meaning, which we will 
now discuss. 

Most likely Yona and Yavana were originally different forms of one 
and the same word meaning " Greek ". Which of these two words takes 
precedence chronologically speaking is, as mentioned above, a disputed point 
and not of significance to this discussion. After the fall of the Inda-Greek 
kingdoms in northwestern India, Greeks entered into the services of other 
dynasties, notably in this instance tha! of the K~aharata K~atrapas. The 
Greeks' most Jikely function was as soldiers, i. e., mercenaries. After some 
time, the term Yavava indicated Greeks of high rank, not all ethnic Greeks. 
By the time of the Juoage<;fh rock edict, the term seems to indicate merely a 
foreigner of high rank, in this case quite likely a military functionary. At 
what point the word Yavana lost its meaning of .. Greek " is not known, 
although it would seem from Queen Bala~ri•s Nasik inscription that the 
word still had an ethnic connotation. Therefore, the meaning of the word 
Yavana in the Karla and Juonar inscriptions must be ••a high ranking 
Greek•• or perhaps even " Greek mercenary ". In the case of the Janaga4b 

· inscription it probably means simply " foreign mililary man". This 
explanation of the diverging history of the forms Yona/ Y01iaka and Yamna 

. explains the differences in usage of these words in the western Indian 
inscriptions. 
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Dhenukika!Jl : 

One of the noticeable features of the Yavana inscriptions is that the 
six records from Karla all indicate the Yavana's place of origin while those 
inscriptions at Junnar do not. Furthermore, all the Kalra Yavanas, wit~ 

one exception, hail from Dhenuk8kata1 a place which has not to date been 
conclusively located. The discrepancy between Karla and Junnar in this 
matter offers one possible suggestion as to the location of ancient Dhenu
kiikata· 

Turning first to the Yavana inscriptions at Junnar, one is faced with 
the question, why is the place of origin never mentioned in these inscriptions, 
·The most likely explanation is that the Yavanas resided in Junnar itself.•11 

Several donors at Junnar have mentioned their places of domicile.'° Clearly 
the Yavanaa could have done the same. All the Yavanaa at Karla have 
stated where they come from, so that it only seems reasonable that the 
Yavanas at Junnar were living there when they made their donations. On 
the basis of an inscription it is clear that there was a city at the location 
where the present-day Junnar is situated.6° Certain surface remains have been 
discovered in the area which also suggest Junnar's inhabitation at an early 
date.11 Given the large number of rock-cut caves in the surrounding hills, 
it is likely that Junnar was a large and important city.BB Because the 
Yavana donors at Junnar were living in the town, the names of the places of 
origin would have been superftuous in the inscriptions, and for this reason 
the names are lacking. 

Returning to the Karla donors, we see that they have all given their 
places of origin. It follows from this that they are unlikely to live in the 
vicinity of the Karla caves, or else. such place names would also have been 
.superfluous. This in itself argues against Kosambi's belief that Dhenukii
ka~a was very close to Karla, Kosambi argued that the hamlet of Devghar 
•• at the opposite tip of the horseshoe curve of hills from Karle '' was ancient 

.Dhenukiikata.68 As primary evidence for this he demonstrates that at the 
present time there is still a close religious relationship between Devghar and 
the Karla caitya. While this is an interesting argument, it has several prob
lems, not the least of which is the fact that no ancient remains have been 
found at the site. The time gap between rbe excavation of the Karla caitya 
and the present day is also too great for his argument to be totally convinc· 

·ing. Given what has been written above concerning the Yavanas, it seems 
·unlikely that Dhenukaka~a was a small and unimportant town. .A priori a 
larger city would be a more likely contender. If Dhenukaka~a had been a 
Iarse city in the immediate vicinity of Karla, as Kosambi would have it, then 
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just as at Junnar, the place names of the donors would not have been 
necessary. What is most likely is that Dhenukiikata was some distance. 
away, i. e., not the nearest town. Furthermore, Dhenuki!ika!a must have 
been a large city, or else it would be difficult to explain the presence of not 
only the Yavanas, but also of so many (nine) other donors from Dhenukii
kata at Karla. 

The one city which clearly fits the above conditions for Dhenukiikata 
is Junnar. It has been argued by Bhandarkar that Junnar was the capital 
of Nabapiina,64' and this of course would make it a very likely place of 
origin for the Ya·vana donors at Karla. Also if one accepts the proposition 
that the U~abhadata mentioned in LL 1097 is indeed the son-in-law of 
Nabapiina, it would be quite likely that U~abhadata would hail from 
Nahapiina's capital. The identification is not, however, very certain. This 
hypothesis would also explain why there were no donors at Junnar who list 
Dhenukiikata as their place of origin. It seems strange that so many donors 
at Karla came from Dhenukiika!a, but none or the donors at Junnar. If 
one traces the sites at which the name Dhenukiikata has been found in 
western India, i. e., Karla, Shelarwadi,&5 Kanheri,86 and Pitalkhora,67 on a 
map, it is noticeable that Junnar lies close to the geographical centre of this 
_area. Furthermore, no one has been able to find any name in the western 
cave inscriptions which corresponds to Junnar. It would be very peculiar if 
no one from Junnar had made any donations anywhere in western India 
.other than Junnar, particularly if Junnar had been at one time the capital 
city. 

Many attempts to discover the ancient name of Junnar have rested 
solely on the attempt to find a philological antecedent for the modern name 
Junnar. Most scholars derive the name Junnar from Sanskrit Jirtia-nagara 
"old-city" and this does seem to be the correct etymology. It has been 
poioted out, however, that this could not have been the original name of 
the place - at one time it must not yet have been old.&S So clearly at some 
'time Junnar / Jlri;ia-nagara must have bad a different name. There is abso· 
lutely no reason to suppose that the earlier name was in any way connected 
etymologically to Junnar. Kosambi69 identified Junnar with Tagara, reject· 
ing the more commonly accepted ( and infinitely preferable ) identification 
Ter=Tagara. His basic argument is this, that 

A fundamental point hitherto neglected .is that any identification 
other than with Junnar would lead to the conclusion that the 
Graeco-Roman traders from whose accounts both the Periplus and 
Ptolemy drew their main information did not see fit to mention th-r 
~reatest Deccan trade centre of that time!80 
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It seems very likely, however, that Junnar was mentioned in the classical 
accounts, and this fact would certainly be a blow to Kosambi's argument. 

Plolemy mentions a place by the name of Omenogara which is close 
to what he calls the Nanaguna river. Naneghat and Gunaghat are both 
names of passes 25 km to the west of Junnar,61 and it seems very likely that 
this Omenogara was indeed Junnar, On the basis of this fact it bas been 
argued that the ancient name for Junnar was Minanagara, cf. the Mina river 
which is close to Junnar. This hypothesis is sorely challenged by the 
occurrence of the place name Urnehaniika~a in the Karla inscriptions, our 
No. 6. Abstracting the last two syllables, the correspondence Omeno· Ume• 
hana is too close to be doubted. Indian •• u" is often transliterated "o '' in 
Greek, cf. Pulurnavi > Polemois or Candragupta > Sandrocottus. Given the 
phonetic weakness of the syllable " ha", we have no difficulty in understand. 
ing how it dropped out in the transliteration, making Omeno and Umehana 
clearly the same form. The identification of the last two syllables, i. e,, 
gara=ka{a, is then quite likely in this conlext. The correspondence is fur· 
ther strengthened by the fact that the Ya·vana Gi{asagata who hails from 
Umebanaka~a is very likely the same Yavana as the donor at Junnar, and 
who, as we have shown above, was most probably an inhabitant of Junnar. 
The identification Umehaniikata=Omenogara=Junnar seems beyond doubt 
and eliminates the consideration Junnar = Minanagara. 

The question will obviously now arise, if Umebaniikata is Junnar, 
how can Dhenukiikata also be Junnar? The answer lies in the fact that 
Umehaniikata cannot be explained as an Indian name. This is to say, it 
cannot be derived from any Prakrit or Sanskrit forms. The name further. 
more does not seem to be Greek. This leaves the primary options that the 
name is Dravidian or Iranian. Clearly the latter seems by far the more 
likely. When ancient Junnar was inhabited by foreigners ( Iranians or 
Greeks) it appears that they gave the town an Iranian name which was 
written Umehanakata in the Prakrit inscriptions. Particularly if Junnar was 
Nahapana's capital, it is understandable that the Iranians would have called 
the city by an Iranian name. Under these circumstances two names would 
have been common, the older Indian name, Dhcnukakata, and the Iranian 
name Umebaniika!a· Ptolemy, in his references to Junnar, had simply given 
the Iranian name. 

In support of this hypothesis we point to the Brabmi inscriptions on 
Manmodi hill at Junnar, Nos. 21-23, in which ••the language is neither Pali 
nor Sanskrit. " 63 Given the obvious presence of Sakas at Junnar, we cannot 
"ut suspect that the inscriptions, which are inscribed clearlr, are in ~hq 
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Iranian language, perhaps some form of Saka. Worthy of note in this context 
is that these inscriptions occur side by side, in the same cave, with Prakrit 
inscriptions. It is not impossible that an Iranian name Junnar woula exist 
and be used side by side with an Indian name.88 

Conclusion 

Our present investigation of the Yat'llna inscriptions has demonstrated 
three points. The first is that three of our inscriptions (Nos. 6, 7, a:nd 8) 
have not been interpreted correctly, and that in each case the element -sagata 
must be considered part of the donor's personal name. Secondly, we have 
shown that the Yavanas of the western Indian cave inscriptions were not 
mere merchants. Indeed the word Yavana was not simply an ethnic design&• 
tion, but in these cave inscriptions indicated also high governmental rank, 
either civil or military. This was demonstrated by the invariable use of the 
plural in the personal name. The third point was that, based on the available 
evidence, Dhenukiikata and Umehanlikata seem to have been the Ancient 
Indian and Iranian names respectivdy for modern Junnar. This identification 
would solve not only the problem of the location of Dhenuklikata, but would 
eliminate the apparent lack of reference to Junnar in both Classical and 
Inscriptional sources,°' 
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below. One mus!) further poiub out thab the source of a word's borrowing is irrele•anb 
to later developments in the meaning of thnt word, beoauee thab source will obviously 
be unknown to later users of the word. 
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AN OLD SINHALESE INSCRIPTION FROM ARTKAMEDU* 

IRAVATHAM MAHADEVAN 

Eighteen Potsherds bearing graffiti consisting of very brief and mostly 
fragmentary inscriptions in the Briihmi script were excavated in 1945 by 
Mortimer Wheeler at Arikamedu ( Virampatnam) just South of Pondicherry 
(Wheeler 1946 ). The excavations have proved that this site on the East 
Coast of South India was an important • Indo-Roman Trading Station' 
which flourished during the first two centuries A. D. A few more pottery 
graffiti with similar BrllhmI inscriptions have also been found at Arikamedu 
by the French archaeologists who worked on the site both before and after 
Wheeler's major excavations ( Casal 1949 ). The Arikamedu graffiti. while 
few in number and insignificant in contents, have nevertheless proved to be 
of outstanding importance on account of their secure dating in the first two 
centuries A. D. for the study of the early Tamil-BriibmI inscriptions ( Maha
devan 1971 ). In an earlier paper I have also identified Arikamedu 
( Virampatnam) with the old port Viral mentioned in the Sangam Tamil 
Works, e.g. Akam, 206 ( Mahadevan 1970 ). 

2. One of the graffiti published by Wheeler is in Prilkft language and 
written in the Ku~iii:.ia Brahmi script of c. First century A. D. (Wheeler 
1946: No. 3 ). I have published another Priikrt inscription on a Potsherd 
found earlier at Arikamedu belonging to the same age but written in 
Southern Briihml characters ( Mahadevan 1973 ). The rest of the Arikamedu 
graffiti (except a few which are too fragmentary to be read properly) have 
generally been considered to be in the Tamil language and written in the 
Tamil-Briihml script. I propose in the present paper to identify one of the 
graffiti found by Wheeler, which has so far been assumed to be in Tamil, as 
in fact written in Old Sinhalese language and belonging to the same age as 
the early cave inscriptions of Ceylon ( Sri Lanka). 

The inscription in question is incised on a potsherd bearing the 
excavation number AK V-117 and bas been published as No. 18 in Wheeler's 
Report ( .t!ncient India, Vol. 2, 1946, Fig. 471 p. 113 ). The pottery is of 
coarse fabric (Wheeler 1946: Type 24, illustrated in Fig. 19) which, accord
ing to Wheeler, was the most popular type found in Arikamedu and 
probably served as a cooking vessel. The sberd was found in the Northern 
;;:::;;::;;:.;::=::::::;;:.:--_·---- --······-· . :::.. : -

• Paper read at lhe Seminar on EpiKraphy, Kuppuewe.ml Saslrl Research lnelllute, 
Madre.a Sao~krll Colloge, J uoa, llJSl. 
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Sector of the site to the south of the large building identified as a warehouse. 
The exact stratigraphy of this sherd is not recorded in the Report, but it is 
generally stated that all the graffiti belong to the first and the second 
centuries A. D. (Wheeler 1946: p. 109 ). 

The inscription incised on the sherd is a single word consisting of 
three characters in the Brahm! script and appears to be a complete text 
(Fig. 1 ). 

Fig. I Arikamedu Graffiti 

The earlier reading and interpretation by the team of epigraphists 
( B. C. Chhabra, N. P. Chakravarti, N. Lakshminarayana Rao and K. V. 
Subrahmanya Aiyar) who edited the section on inscriptions in Wheeler's 
Report are reproduced below: 

18. AK V-117: Three letters reading butta 

i. e. the Tamil form of Buddha, 

the name of a woman. 

This reading is suspect on several counts. Firstly, the term Buddha 
is never found in the feminine gender in the form buddha. Secondly, if the 
word were in Tamil, one would expect the form putta or puttai ( cf. tevva
tatt.ai for Devadatta in Wheeler 1946: No. 19) rather than the hybrid form 
butta. Lastly, the third Jetter at the right end is unlikely to be ta as the 
lower right limb is shorter than the left, while both limbs are generally of 
the same height in ta, and further as the upper right line slants downwards 
unlike the medial sign for .a which is generally horizontal or occasionally 
slanting upwards. 

The clue to what I now consider to be the correct reading came first 
from palaeographical considerations mentioned above ruling out the reading 
ta for the last Jetter. The letter is in fact 'a written in the linear form most 
frequently found in the early cave inscriptions of Ceylon. The identification 
becomes certain when one compares the last letter of this record (Fig. 1 ) 
with the first and last letters of the \lery frequent fiaal word Sag"'a ( Pkt., 
Baghasa, Skt., Sainghasya) occurring in numerous ~v~ •nscriptions of 
Ceylon ( f jg, 2 ). 
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Fig. 2 Ceylon Cave Inscription 

The epigraphists who edited this inscription earlier failed to recognise 
this letter correctly probably because ia is not found in Prllkrt inscriptions 
( where the palatal sibilant Aa is replaced by the dental sa) and the form of 
the letter in Briihml and in the later derivative Indian scripts is generally 
curved like a horse-shoe unlike the linear form found in Ceylon. (Compare 
the Table in Sivaramamurti 1952 : Fig 59 for the Indian forms with the 
Chart in Paranavitana 1970: opp. to p. xvi for the Old Sinhalese forms of 
the letter sa ). The comparison brings out the fact that the last letter of this 
Arikamedu inscription is in fact fo written in the linear style of the early 
Ceylon cave inscriptions. 

The revised reading of the text proposed by me is bu ta Aa. The 
reeding itself suggests that the language of the text cannot be Tamil and that 
It is in fact in the Old Sinhalese language. The identification of the langu· 
age is certain because the revised reading conforms to the regular rules of 
phonology for ancient Sinhalese epigraphs as formulated by Peranavitana 
( Sigiri Graffiti, Vol. I, pp. lxxviii-xciv; Early Brahmi Inscriptions, pp. xviii· 
xx.xviii ). The relevant rules are as follows : 

( i ) Loss of aspiration : 

Consonants which are aspirated in Old and Middle IA languages are 
found without aspiration in Old Sinhalese: 
Examples: 

ab ha ya 
dhama 

sanha 

( ii ) Shortening of vowels : 

ab a ya 
dama 
•aga ( Fig. 2 ) 

The long vowels of the Old and Middle IA languages are regularly 
shortened in Old Sinhalese. This change is universal and is in fact the most 
characteristic feature of the old Sinhalese language. 

Examples: 

agata 

griimatii 
sariighO.ya ... 

agata 
gama{li 
iagayq 
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(iii) 'f!se of palatal far dental sibilant in genitive case-ending: 

The substitution of the dental sibilant sa with the palatal sibilant sa 
Iii genitive case·endiug ( -sya in Skt. and sa in Pkt. ) is characteristic of tho 
earlier Ceylon Cave inscriptions. 

Examples: 

saghasa 
putasa 
gatzasa 

&agasa ( Fig. 2 ) 
putaAa 
gatzasa 

It is also relevant here to notice that in the later Ceylon cave ioscrip· 
tions, the use of the aa in the place of sa is generally avoided and the 
genitive case ending is transformed from ·Sa to -ha. 

Examples: 

putasa 
gutasa 

putaha 
gutaha 

Applying the above three rules of phonology, we can equate the 
Arikamedu text with the corresponding Middle Indian Pr!krt and Sanskrit 
form as follows : 

Old Sinhalese 
Middle Indian Prak~t 
Sanskrit 

bu ta sa 
bhu ta sa 
bhU ta sya 

Thus the word denotes a personal name bhuta in the genitive case 
( bhutasa) and means (the vessel) of Bhuta. 

With this identification, we can recognise the unique contribution of 
Arikamedu to South Asian epigraphical studies as we find here three or 
probably four variants of the BriihmJ script used to record three different 
languages, viz. 

Language Script Examples 

1. Middle Indian Priikrt Ku~ih;1a BriihmI Wheeler ( 1946): No. 3 

2. -do- Southern Briihmi Mehadevan ( 1973): No. V 

3. Tamil Tamil-Brahmi Wheeler ( 1946): No. 9 
Mahadevan ( 1973): No. II 

4. Old Sinhalese Ceylon Brilhml Wheeler ( 1946) : No. 18 

+s.-~ 
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When we add to this list the Latin language in the Roman script also 
found at Arikamedu ( Wheeler 1946 : pl. XXlll ), we get some idea of the 
unique importance of Arlkamedu as an international trading centre and 
entrepot in South India around the turn of the Christian Era. 

1. CASAL, J, M, 

2. MAHADEVAN, I. 

194!) 

1!170 
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HOUSES OF THE EARLY HISTORIC PERIOD iN NORTH INDIA: 
A NEW EVIDENCE 

C. MARGABANDHU 

Many excavations have been conducted in north India which have 
revealed plans of the houses with expoi;ed walls in outline and the general lay· 
out of the township in disconnected details. But in most of the sites the 
excavations were in the nature of work on a smaller scale to get the cultural 
sequence as the main aim and hence the information regarding the structures 
revealed is quite limited in details. They consist of indistinct walls, broken 
disconnected Ooor-levels and pit-Jines of later levels disturbing the earlier 
evidence. 

Except at a few sites where excavations have been conducted on a 
horizontal scale not many ancient Historical sites have been excavated to 
know the total lay-out of the city or town and its neighbourhood for getting 
basic data of the individual plans of houses or a clear-cut plan of each type 
with any distinguishing features, change in the alignment situated in the 
various portions of the habitation in the township. 

Some such larger excavations have been carried out at the early 
Historical towns during the last few decades, which include, to mention the 
notable sites Bhita, Hastinapura, Kausambi, Pataliputra and Taxila. Though 
evidence of house-plans have been revealed at these sites during the various 
periods, but the basic details gathered at a given time period of structural 
activity, the information was much less to reconstruct the total house-plan 
and its varied features. What is available is the plan that could be traced 
out by running walls, broken and patchy floor-levels, hearths, blocked 
openings, and other fallen debris on the basis of which a reconstruction 
has to be made of the probable nature of the entire house-plan. The 
main characteristics that comprise the height of the walls, entrance to the 
house, the windows on the sides, steps at the main entrance, nature of the 
kitchen and more than all this, the nature of the roof and ceiling and the 
materials used are all to be reconstructed for which enough field data is not 
forthcoming. 

An interesting source of information on this aspect has been glimpsed 
·In support from terracotta house models that have been reported in contem· 
porary context from a few early Historical sites of northern India. Theac 
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are simple ones prepared from clay, mostly hand-made and are quite typicai 
and characteristic as to suggest the real model existing during the period. 
They possess individual characteristics since no one model is similar to the 
other. Nooe of them is mould-made. Those that were found with other 
features such as male figurines, animals or acquatic creatures indicate that 
they were perhaps affixed to them separately. What is more significant and 
equally attractive is the three dimensional effect that has been infused in 
them by depicting the marginal space distance, frontal and verticalfeatures 
so much so that to give a real perception of the original living type, then 
existing. 

An attempt has been made to put them together and study the main 
features depicted in them so as to get the basic information possible that is 
not available from the excavated evidence. At the same time it has to ba 
emphasised that this evidence is very significant since the features and details 
represented are quite unusual as to give a three dimensional effect that is 
not known in other types of antiquities. 

Not many models have been found from the sites but the availability 
of the places of occurrence are settlements which go back to as early as the 
fourth and the third century B. C. and had prosperous periods of cultural 
and economic activity upto the end of the Late Historical period (fourth· 
fifth century A. D. ). 

The models have been reported at Bhita, Kausambi, Ralrh, Rajgir, 
Sambhar and Sookh. 

Their occurrence indicates a wider geographical spread which includes 
the main Ganga valley, the Yamuoa basin as well as the zone comprising 
the western portion of the plains, bordering the Aravalli ranges. 

These models are small and miniature in size and possess some general 
features in common which devolve them into a compact group. They are 
square or rectangular in shape bordered by a raised wall around except tha 
entrance provided with steps end raised parapets on sides. Other features 
depicted include, main door leading to the interior, window openings, 
pillars, high walls over which raise the ceiling portion, enclosure walls with 
sides possessing balconied chattris covered above, meant possibly for watch 
towers. The depiction of the roof is quite characteristic. It is circular or 
rectangular with sloping sides topped by finials at intervals. The sloping 
roof does not clearly indicate utility or tiles or thatch, but use of both of 
them is quite suggestive. Those models with circular roof have a central 
projection at top decorated generally with a tapering pointed finial, whifo 
1ome of them resemble an inver1ed lid of a vessel. 



HOUSES OF THE EARLY HISTORIC PERIOD IN NORTH INDIA ll9 

All these features of these models add visual information simulating 
the then existing structures. Apart from the single house models quite a few 
of them represent group of houses within a broad enclosure surrounded by 
a high raised wall. The houses are closely connected together with a single 
main entrance. The size of the houses indicates that possibly more than four 
to five families lived in such dwelling complexes. 

A few models are found with more than one storey in the midst of a 
cluster of dwellings. The buildings stood on pillars on an extensive area 
bordered by high raised walls. The approach to the first storey was by steps 
from inside the house which was clearly shown atleast in one model in which 
steps could be counted in front view. The whole complex of structures was 
very well planned since on all sides are found rooms with a single main 
entrance leading to others inside. This type of house plans suggests a large 
number of families or a joint family, if not the whole group of a community, 
living together. In any case the planning of such large houses with sprawl· 
Ing enclosures indicates the economic well-being of the community and the 
standard of living which was evidently quite prosperous. 

Another aspect which has a direct relevance to the problem is of the 
chronology of the finds themselves. A few are known from stratigraphic 
levels, but most of them are from surface. In general, many of them are 
ascribable to the Ku~a~a period on the basis of other relative details 
associated with the finds. However, in relevance to the availability of evi
dence, the findings from Ku~ar:ia levels add more information of this period 
in time-scale that could be compared with known details for the earlier and 
later times also. 

Sonkh bas yielded house models from chronological horizons both in 
variety and details. Each model found here is a specific type by itself. The 
simple type of a house are known from Rairh and Sambhar representing 

. single dwellings. As far as possible Lhe models have been defined and des• 
cribed with relevance to chronology. But it is difficult to clearly indicate a 
relative time period and hence a general outline of their features has been 
taken as the wain criteria to emphasize their significance, 

At Maniyar Math1 (Pl. XXIU, A), Rajgir, the model was found dur· 
ing clearance of the environs in a circular structure. Along with it was 
found n number of characteristic terracotta objects and ceramics. 

The house model is simple in plan with an enclosed courtyard in front 
within the walled court. There nre traces of a human figure identified. 
The house has a central opening for going in. It bas a gabled roof on top 
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with a side ridge running all throughout. The roof is capped by finiai. 
A hole near the plinth of the house was possibly intended to fix a flagstaff. 

On the basis of other finds it has been ascribed earlier to the Christian 
era. Sambhar and Rairh have yielded a few models which are simple in 
plan and are the realistic representations in this group. All the models are 
of the nature of single dwellings. 

At Sambbar' it consists of a miniature rectangular chamber with a 
gabled roof crowned by finials, large doorways with horizontal lintels in 
front flanked by high level windows, similar windows in the side walls and 
pierced lattice ventilators in the back wall. Since it represents a single houso 
model, the side raised wall protecting it is not depicted. The long gabled 
roof at best indicates that it had two rooms and a verandah at centre. 
The broad window let in sufficient air and light to the interior. 

It is quite interesting to compare the model plan with the excavated 
remains or structures of this period at Sambhar to know the contemporary 
planning in general and houses in particular. 

Almost all the structures are smatl dwellings, the largest alone 
measures 45' by 35' ( 13 x 10 ). Many of them are constructed on the usual 
plan of a central court surrounded by rows of rooms on three or on all four 
sides and in most cases the walls are thin being equal to the single length of 
the bricks. The usual material for the construction of the walls are burnt 
bricks of varying sizes laid in mud mortar. The foundations of houses are 
built of roughly cut blocks of jhajjhar stones available nearby. The floors 
were made or hard moraindi soil upon layers of fine sand, broken burnt 
crucibles, etc. The same clay was also used for plastering the walls of 
houses. 

L-shaped open spaces in the inner corners of some of the structures 
could appear to have supported stair-cases with narrow and steep treads. 
The walls of such houses are stouter being a whole brick-length and width 
in thickness. As in modern times houses adjoining one another have no 
common party walls, narrow spaces being left between them for the use of 
cleaning, sweeping, etc. 

The house model reported at Sambhar reflects on the contemporary 
nature of buildings especially the simple ones which were mostly occupied 
by the majority of the common people. 

Rairha has also yielded simple dwellings identical to Sambhar speci· 
.men. The building stands on a raised platform with slanting thatched or 
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tiled roof supported on gabled walls and decorated with finials on the ridge 
and one or more door ways giving access to the interior of the house. The 
dwelling is surrounded by a walled-in enclosure. To protect from the 
summer heat and monsoon winds and rain, sloping shades of the roof all 
around acted as a safeguard from damaging the structure. 

Sonkh' has yielded a few house models that reveal features 
distinguished by certain characteristics of planning of houses during this 
period. Stratigrapbically they belong to the time-span of the first century 
B. C. and the first century A. D. 

One of them is the best preserved model with all the details clearly 
shown OD a three dimensional relief (Pl. xxm, D ). It consists of four 
houses, clustering very close with a narrow yard in the centre. Out of them 
only three houses are fully preserved, while the fourth one is broken. The 
houses have domed roofs with three conical gables on top uniformly 
projecting above. The houses are joined in a right angle and encircle a 
small courtyard. The houses are bounded by a built wall almost equal upto 
the level of the roof all around. The whole complex has only one entrance 
which leads through a passage into the court from where the other houses 
can be entered. The remains of a step in front ( partly broken at lower end 
of base ) of the outer entrance show that a staircase Jed up to it. A tree 
seems to have grown beside the entrance, traces of its crown are still visible 
on the roof. Its finding is relatively dated to the middle of the first 
century B. C. 

Another model6 though not a typical representation of the house plan 
but perhaps ritual structure of a votive nature. Some features of the model ere 
quite characteristic and suggest the nature of buildings in larger enclosures, 
It is aptly called a "Votive tank", situated in en enclosure surrounded by 
a high-raised wall on all four sides. On this broad area is erected a plat
form abutting at the side wall centrally distanced which is approached by a 
flight of steps from the lower area. This platform itself rests on four thick 
columns ( pillars ) while the portion abutting the walJ ga\•e added strength 
and support. On the platform rises a structure with three walls and the 
roof open to the sky. This "floor" is approached by a flight of steps or 
" ladder " of which four steps are still visible. The front spaces at lower 
platform and the " first floor " are partly open and the details are not clear 
since the model is broken. The entire structure is enclosed by a wall all 
around which resembles the shape of a vessel. This model is datable to the 
first century B. C. 

A simple dwelling with other features lost has also been reported 
from Sonkh0 (Pl. XXII [, B ). It is a rare type that is re~resented in t~i~ 
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model. It consisls nr a circular structure in plan built over a basal platform 
with ao entrance oo one side. It is approached by a flight of steps, the 
details of which are broken. Its ceiling converges with a conical top, 
possibly built io bamboo and thatch. It is a single roomed dwelling being a 
common type that could be compared to the contemporary circular dwelling 
places. It belongs to the Ku~ai:ia period ( c. the first century A. D, ). 

A model has been reported from Kausambi7 (Pl. XXlll, C) similar 
to the structure known from Sonkh. It is more developed with a larger 
enclosure comprising features that give credence to the realistic structures 
of contemporary times. lt is hand-modelled, consisting of two circular 
structures, one smaller and the other bigger with a platform in-between 
hinging on the posts or pillars of the structures all of which are enclosed on 
three sides by a high raising wall. The front entrance leads directly to the 
structures, inside, possibly approached by a flight of steps. 

Both of them have circular ceilings topped by a pinnacle. The 
sma11er structure has a top ending in a sharp cone while the larger one has 
no pinnacle, but cods with a truncated top resembling the shape of an 
inverted domical Jid. 

Io the larger structure is found a platform occupying the area, 
rectangular io plan. It looks more of the shape of a bedstead rather than 
for any other purpose. The platform in-between has over it a trough or au 
oil lamp. 

The functional utility of this complex of structures can be explained 
in two ways. The pedestal in 1he larger structure, the oil lamp and the 
smaller one suggest some religious use of them as 11 shrine or possibly were 
small resting places of the paN,!asola type, nearby a shrine. What is more 
significant is the visual representation of a circular structure built of thatch 
and bamboo with a single entrance - a dwelling type of a simple nature best 
suited for a small family or individuals. 

On the basis of contemporary evidence this model is dated to the 
first-second century A. D. 

Bhita8 has yielded a terracotta model prepared in the shape of a dish. 
The inner portion is enclosed by a raised wall around. with an entrance on 
one side. Inside are found seated seven human figures in a ring with a 
slightly concave shallow pedestal or tablet at centre. On the pedestal was 
found a stone catapult or sling ball. The figures are ver~ rou~hly shaped 
itnd are much muti~atecl. 
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The nature of the structure inside the enclosure is rather difficult to 
clearly visualise. But the details of the figures, the pedestal and the whole 
open front indicate that it resembles the shape of a house-hold •shrine' in 
miniature form. Moreover, the court-yard in front, along with other 
features, tends to reveal that the 'shrine• was open to the sky and 
probably covered by some perishable materials. On the basis of contempo
rary evidence it is ascribed to the fourth century A. D. 

In a study of this nature based on miniature models it is interesting to 
visualise certain characteristics that are common to them. All of them are 
band-modelled and depict the details of the outer walls including the 
structures conforming to some basic standard pattern of measurements 
having some proportionate scale value. This is clearly observed in regard 
to the main entrance, the height of the walls, the windows, the ceiling as well 
as the roof. In other words it suggests that they have been prepared by 
expert craftsman with a bearing over the actual existing types and hence any 
deviation of them from the original is likely to be clearly distinguished from 
the normal ones. 

Directly arising out of this premise, another aspect of their synchro· 
nous nature is also to be emphasized. Many of them were stratigraphically 
dated in the first and the second century A, D. co-eval to the Ku~iiQa period. 
This was a fairly prosperous period with a settled political life and economic 
prosperity that was revealed by increasing expansion of urban life and the 
planning and construction of house-buildings on a larger scale. It was one 
of the reasons that can be suggested by the finding of house-models specifi· 
cally during this period. 

On the basis of the available evidence of the models, four types of 
house plans could be visualised. They devolve into the following groups: 

I. House with rectangular plan of smaller and medium dimensions with 
one or more entrances and a sloping roof which was covered over by 
thatch or tiles with a pinnacle on top to hold them. 

2. Circular small structure with an entrance on one side covered over by 
sloping circular ceiling possibly made of bamboo and thatch. 

3, Cluster of houses, together enclosed by a clear-cut boundary wall. 

4. Double-storied house. 

These types are mostly representative in nature and form into a 
pattern; it is not impossible 1hat they reveal the visµal nature of the known 
plans of houses of the times, 

.&. s.-~o 
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A NOTE ON THE ARAMAIC INSCRIPTION OF PRIYADARSi 

(ASOKA) FROM TAXILA 

B, N, MUKHERJEE 

In 1914-15 an octagonal pillar of white marble was found built 
into a wall between two chambers of a building of Block Fat Sirkap ( Taxila ). 
An inscription in Aramaic is engraved on the pillar 1 ( PJ. XXIV ). 

The top of the pillar is unevenly broken, and the topmost line of the 
inscription is partly mutilated. Hence it is possible that the present pillar is 
only the lower part of an original one, which could have borne inscription on 
its now lost upper part. "There is"• however, as John Marshall observed, 
~· no trace of any characters on the face of the column to the left, and 
it may be assumed from the blank face immediately on the right of the 
(existing) record that on this side also there was no other letter. " 9 Simiarly, 
the portion of the pillar beneath the last (twelfth ) of the existing lines is 
completely blank. So the record must have ended with the twelfth line. 

A comparative study of the length of the existing lines of the inscrip
tion indicates effacement of a few letters towards the end of the tenth. 
eleventh and twelfth lines and in the beginning as well as at the end of the 
first line. This fact and the above noted possibility of the loss of the upper 
part of the epigraph may allow us to call the present pillar inscription as a 
fragmentary record, though there is not much mutilation in its existing 
part. 

A. Cowley and L. D. Barnett, who were among the first writers on 
the Taxila inscription, attributed it to c. 4th century B. C. and did not find 
in it any reference to Afoka (or Priyadar~I ).3 In a much later year F. 
Altheim wanted to see in this record allusions to textual tradition on the 
.Avesta in the post-Achaemenid period.~ 

E. Herzfeld was the first scholar to notice the words marana 
Priyadar ... (sic) in line no. 9 and the words li-marana Priyadars in line 
no. 12. He considered these expressions as referring to Lord Priyadarsi, 
i.e. Asoka, and took the inscription as that of Afoka.11 F. C. Andreas, who 
also noticed the references to mr'n Prydd (" i. e. lord Priyadarsl ), thought 
that the inscription was issued when Afoka was a governor (of Taxila ). 
Andreas translated, like A. Cowley, the surviving word in line no. 1 a9 
••memorial ".8 In the opinion of John Marshall the column was erected 11 in 
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honour of'•" a high official'' (called Romedote) when Asoka, the "heir• 
apparent of Dinduslira, was ruling as Viceroy ( or Governor) ... ... of Taxila 
and the North-West ".7 On the other hand, H. Humbach believes, following 
up a lead given by E. Benveniste,e that the Taxila inscription is a translation 
( with a slight abridgement or modification ) of a section of the Sbahbazgarhi 
version of Rock Edict IV of King Afoka. 0 Humbacb apparently believes 
that all the lines of the existing inscription are partly mutilated.10 

Priyadrasl ( i. e. Afoka) is referred to as mr'n, 11 our lord", and 
not only as mlk', "king", in the Aramaic version of the Shar-i-Kuna edict.11 

Hence the reference to Priyadarsl ( i. e. Afoka) in the Taxi la inscription 
as mr'n does not necessarily mean that it was written during the time of 
Afoka's governorship. On the other hand, there is enough indication that 
the record was engraved during the reign of AS.Oka. The phrase wl'bwhy 
hww hwptysty of Jines 5 and 6 of this epigraph can be ( as we shall see 
below ) translated as " and to his father and the aged good obedience ''. In 
that case, the phrase concerned should at once remind us the expressions 
" obedience to mother and father " and "obedience to the aged " and similar 
references in several Prakrit edicts of Afoka (including RE III, IV, XI 
and XIII, ME II and PE VII). Hence the inscription concerned can be 
safely considered as an edict of King Afoka, issued in or after he had been 
consecrated for twelve years, when, according to his Prakrit PE VI, he caused 
( i. e, began to cause) the Edicts of the Law of Piety ( Dhammalipis) to be 
written. 

A. Cowley and F. C. Andreas translated Jine I as '' ......... memorial 
...... ".12 H. Humbach, following an indication given by Herzfeld,18 reads 
the first line as ..... wt( '). He believes that these letters belong to a word 
which can be translated as " non-injury ".14 But the first line of the 
existing record is too fragmentary to admit of a fair reading and a plausible 
interpretation. Only a few letters [ like t, z, w and t (?) ] can be read 
doubtfully. 

The second line can be read as ldmydty'l or ldmy dtij'l. Here l· 
denotes 'to' or' for' and •l, as a preposition, signifies "to" or " unto", or 
"towards ".16 H. Humbach compares dmydi,y with Iranian diimf1 data.to 

Here -dty can be related to Old Iranian data or Middle Iranian •aat,11 
denoting 11 law", and dmy ·to OJd Iranian dO.may. or Middle franian dam-, 

signifying inter alia "creation ".111 In an Aramaic record the form dmy may 
be looked upon as the construct state masculine.plural of dm and dty may be 
i;onsidered as an abstract oouo consisting of dt and a suffix,10 In that case, 
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dmydty or dmy dty, clothed in Aramaic grammar, may mean "the creations 
of law.":ao 

Lines 3-5 and the first word or line 6 can be read as ( 1. 3 ) ngdwt' 
'l ( 1. 4) •rzw fogdwt• ( J, 5) wl' bwhy hww (I. 6) hwptysty. 

According to an earlier interpretation of H. Humbach, ngdwt• of line 
3 is the transliteration of an Iranian term comprising na (" no") gada 
("injured ., ) and (Iranian suffix) awata.111 No doubt, here n and gdw should 
better be taken as of Iranian (or at least non-semitic), than of Semitic, 
origin, since in the latter sense none of these suggests a suitable meaning.211 

We can connect n with Old Persian naiy, Avestan na- or even with Sanskrit 
na, all signifying " no" " not 0

• We may relate gd to Iranian gada, meaning 
inter alia •harm•, •injury', etc.2s and can also compare it with Sanskrit gada 
denoting inter alia • sickness". The expression ngdwt' with (Aramaic) 
t' (indicating a determined state feminine singular ending) can then mean 
~· the non-injury ". 

In line 4 'rzw can be related to Old Iranian arajay, meaning "worthy 
of" or ••deserving ( of )".24 The particle s- of sngdwt• may signify inter alia 
•• that which" in • Imperial ' Aramaic.2& So 'rzw ingdwt' may mean 
" worthy of that which is the non-injury ". 

In the Aramaic language wl'bwhy or line 5 certainly means "and to 
his father •', 28 The next word hww, however, does not appear to be of 
Aramaic origin. It may be conveniently related tc Iranian liuv ( > *hvai or 
•hav of Avensta hvoista "best", "oldest") and may be taken to signify 
., old" "aged", etc.111 

The word hwptysty has been convincingly explained to be of Iranian 
origin ( hUpatiasti ), meaning "good obedience ".23 The form of the word 
appearing in an Aramaic record may pass as a substantive singular.119 

It appears that the first sentence of the existing portion of the inscrip· 
tion ends with the word hwptysty. We may be permitted to translate it 
as " for the creations of law unto rhe non-injury to [creatures] worrby of that 
which ( is] the ·non-injury and to his father and the aged good obedience.'' 
The reference to law [ d( a )t • > d( a )t( a) - ] in an edict of Asoka in con
nection with propagation of non-injury and obedience surely indicates that 
here the term d( a )t - < d( a )t (a ), ., law ", stands for his Dhamma 
( Dharma ), mentioned in his Prakrit edicts. The term dharma, one of the 
literal meanings of which is" law", is connected in the Prakrit edicts wilh 
inter alaa propagation of the doctrine of non-injury and obedience. 
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The second word of line 6 can be easily read as znh, denoting 
''this ''.80 In line 7 the first word is zk, signifying ,. that ",31 and the second 
word is bhwwrdh. Of the latter term, bhw· may perhaps be related to 
Iranian vohu, meaning " good" and -wrd· to Iranian v a r a d·, denoting 
" increase'• ,ae The particle -h can indicate a feminine singular noun in 
absolute state.89 However, we may also compare bhw- with Sanskrit bahu, 
signifying "much", "many "• "great", "abundant", etc. and -wrd- or 
·wrdh· with Sanskrit vrddhi, meaning "increase", .. growth", etc.st. The 
expression znh zk bhwwrdh can now be translated as "' this (and) that ( i. e. 
various kinds of practice of DO.ta ar Law) [have) good ( or many[ fold) or 
much) increase ". 

In line 8 the first word is hw, meaning " that ". 86 The second word 
can be read as nstwn, denoting • document •.88 This word is of Persian 
origin.37 To the same source we may trace hw if it is related to Iranian hu, 
meaning "good ".es 

The next word in line 8 can be deciphered as zy. Here it may signify 
''which ".89 The last word of line 8 is hwt. It can be explained as the 3rd 
person singular feminine form of hwy, meaning "' to exist ".40 

Line 9 is mutilated at the end. Its existing portion can be deciphered 
' d ( y * ) . .. I d p . d T .. L' I 0 . as mr n pry ar s ...... , meaning our or rrya arsi... ... me 1s 

also partly broken. The remaining portion reads !ilk w t...... Here hllc· may 
be taken as a verb, meaning inter alia "to die ".41 We can easily consider 
w as signifying • and •. •11 

If these interpretations are correct the second part of line 6 and Jines 
7-10 can be rendered into English as " this document (or [this] good 
document ) exists [ until] our lord Priyadar5( I), dies ... ·~ ''. 

The last two lines can be deciphered as ( 1. 11 ) w'p bnwhy . .... ( l. 12) 
lmr'n prydar( s )· We can confidently consider w'p as consisting of w, 
••and" 'p "also ".o In bnwhy we have bn, "son ",44 and singular prooo· 
minal suffix why ( " his " ).4& So bnwhy means " bis son ". Of the 
expression lmr'n, l· means " to " or " belonging to "H and -mr'n is the Ist 
person plural form of mr, ••lord ".17 The last word is certainly a translite
ration of the name Priyadadi. 

In the light of the above discussion we can offer the following reading 
and translation of the inscription concerned 1 
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Text 

L 1 ...... e z • wt (?) ...... 
L 2 ldmy dty•l 
L 3 ngdwt •l 
L 4 'rzw sngdwt' 
L s wl'bwhy hww 
L 6 hwptysty znh 
L 7 zk bhwwrdh 
L 8 hw nstwn zy hwt 
L 9 mr'n prydr( s* ) 
L 10 hlk w t ...... 

L 11 w'p bnwhy ... 
L 12 lmr'n prydr( s ) 

Translation 

( Ll 1-6) ''.-for the creations of Law [ D( ii )t( a)], unto the 
non-injury to [ the creatures] worthy of that which [ is ] the non
injury and to his (i.e. one's own) father and the aged good 
obedience [. ] ( Ll. 6-7 ). This (and] that (i.e. various kinds 
of practice of D( ll )t( a) or Law) ( have] good ( or many[ fold ] 
or much) increase [.] (LI. 8-12 ). This document (or [this] 
good document) eidsts [until] our lord Priyadarsl dies ...... and 
also [ until after ] his son ... ... belonging to our lord Priya
darii [ . ] ••. 

The above reading of the text and its translation and also our obser
vations on the present state of the epigraph clearly show that there is no 
much mutilation in the existing portion of the record. At least H. Hurnbach 
is certainly wrong in taking all the existing lines as partly mutilated.48 

From the point of view of contents, the epigraph in question can be 
compared with Afoka's Prakrit RE IV, found so far at Girnar, Kalsi, 
Dhauli, Jaugada, Erragudi, Shahbazgarhi and Mansehra. A section of RE 
IV, marked as • C' by E. Hultzsch,49 refers, like lines 1-6 of our record, to 
abstention from hurting creatures and (in the majority of the known 
recensions) to obedience to father and the aged. But section 'C' refers 
also to other subjects. This section in the Shahbazgarhi edict states that 
" such as not existed before for many hundred years, now owing to the 
instruction of King Priyadarsi, Beloved of the Gods, in Dharma, have 
increased abstention from slaughter of lives, abstention from hurting 
~reatures, respect towards briihmai;ias and sramai;ias, obedience to mother 
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and f atber ( and ) to the aged ". Thus, though the penon or persons 
responsible for drafting the Aramaic record knew the contents of section 
'C • of RE IV, he or they selected from available data the subjects which 
he or they thought could indicate the prevalence of virtuous things "for 
creations" ( i. e. owing to the acts of creating or preaching) of D( a )t( a) 
( Dharma ) by PriyadarsJ. 

The statement that " this [ and ] that ( i. e. various kinds of practice 
of D( a )t( a)= Dharma) [ have] good ( or many [fold] or much ) increase '' 
(lines 6-7) echoes section • C' of RE lV, the Shahbazgarhi version of 
which states that " this and many other kinds of practice of Dharma 
have increased. " 

RE IV speaks of inter alia promotion of Dharma " for ever " by 
Priyadarsl ( section • E ' ) nnd by his sons, grandsons and great grandsons 
until the end of the aeon (section • F • ). Section F of RE IV indicates that 
the purpose of writing that edict was to get them (successors or the subjects 
of Priyadar51) involved in the promotion of the matter (relating to Dharma ). 
These ideas seem to be partially c,_,nve}'ed by lines 8-12 of the Aramaic 
record. 

Contents of sections marked by Hultzsch as A, B, G, H, l and K have 
not been fully or partly incorporated in the existing portion of the Aramaic 
inscription. However, since the first line of the existing inscription is badly 
mutilated and since there could have been in the original record one or more 
than one line above the present line no. t, we should not altogether deny the 
feasibility of the inclusion of the contents of section A or B in the original 
draft of the Aramaic epigraph. Nevertheless, the available data are strong 
enough to prove that the Aramaic record is neither a literal nor a free 
translation of RE IV. It is not even an abridged edition in Aramaic of RE 
IV, incorporating all the points discussed therein. It seems to incorporate 
only those points which appeared to be important to the person or persons 
responsible for drafting it. It may be looked upon as one of the brief 
( sa1idd1ita) edicts referred to in RE XlV. 

H. Humbach is thus wrong in thinking that the Taxila inscription u is 
nothing but a slightly abridged word for word translation of the central 
passage of Afoka's Rock Edict IV ".lio This assumption bas wrongly lead 
him to interpret several words of this record quite arbitrarily.111 

·Asoka's Prakrit inscriptions refer to his edicts as dhammali'[Jis. The 
Aramaic record from Taxila refers to it as hw nstwn ( " good document ,. ) or 
nstwn ( .. document "). 
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ASoka's Dharmn is alluded to in the Taxila inscription as D( ii )t( a). 
It is interesting to note that both the terms dliarma and diita may literally 
mean " law". lo the Shar-i-Kuna Greek edict of Priyadar~I. Afoka's 
Dharma is indicated by the word eu'sebeia, literally meaning " piety ". In 
the Shar-i-Kuoa Aramaic inscription or Priyadal'Si the concept of Dharma is 
indicated by the expression qsht', literally meaning "truth''. Piety and 
truth were, no doubt, two important constituent elements of Afoka's 
Dharma. 

As -noted above, the person or persons responsible for preparing 
the text of the Taxila edict knew the contents of RE IV. The latter "was 
caused to be written by king Priyadarsl, Beloved of the Gods, ( when he 
had been) anointed twelve years". So the Taxila edict was written in 
or after the twelfth (expired) year, counted from the date of Asoka's 
consecration. 

The upshot of the above discussion is that the Taxila Aramaic 
inscription was not engraved during the governorship of Asoka in the 
Taxila region. It was issued as a brief ( sainkhita) edict of King Priya
darsi Afoka. 
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REPRESENTATION OF WEAPONS ON ANCIENT INDIAN COINS 

G. N, PANT 

Introduction: 

Indian numismatists have generally studied coins for solving various 
tangible problems of political history and only a few have tried to reconstruct 
the cultural life of the people, An attempt bas been made in this paper to 
describe the weapons depicted on the ancient Indian coins. This study has 
its own limitations. The evidence gleaned from the coins could easily be 
corroborated by comparing them with similar representations on contempo
rary sculptures and paintings or to their reference in contemporary literature. 

The strung bow and arrow on the Archer Type of the coins of 
Candragupta Vikramaditya show the emperor as the unrivalled bowman; 
the portrait of a ship with mast on the Sataviihana coins announces their 
might on the high seas; the Lion-slayer Type and the Rhinoceros-slayer 
Type of coins of the Gupta monarchs speak of the vigrant power of the 
emperor in putting to the sword such powerful beasts. Their Horseman 
Type of coins show their mastery as cavaliers. The pair of fish and the bow, 
the royal insignias of the Ceras and the CiUukyas, shown with the Cola lion, 
reveal the conquest of the Cola emperor over them. The portrait of Kani~ka 
with a big sword fastened to his belt on the Ku~iiga coins illustrates the 
emperor as a master swordsman. These are only a few illustrations amongst 
several others which established beyond doubt the importance of coins as a 
source material. 

Bow, Artow and Quiver: 

The depiction of bow and arrow on coins predominates over other 
weapons. On Punch-marked coins, figures of weapons and tools are 
exceedingly rare. The bow and arrow either with or without a taurine 
symbol are found on the obverse of two groups of coins.1 The bow is of 
very simple type with curved stave and straight string. It is a common type 
found on early Andhra coins rrom Kolhapur.11 Variant of 2, class II of the 
Taxila coins illustrated by Cunuingham8 includes a wheel and a bow and 
arrow. lndo-Bactrian and Indo-Greek kings (4th-2nd centuries B. C.) 
preferred bow and arrow along with other weapons which figure very 
frequently on their coins. Two types of bows are generally noticeable : 
jiimple and complex. The simple bow was perhaps made of bamboo and 
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the complex one of steel. On the Indo-Greek coins Apollo is shown with 
the bow either resting on the ground or being held in one of his hands. 
The king on the coins of Artemidorous' stands in a vikafa posture while 
on another coin he is seen in sampada position. Jn the former posture 
the left leg of the king is advanced and bent from the knee and the right 
leg is straight while in the latter posture be is standing erect with both 
legs together. The arrow-heads, both simple and feathered, have been 
found. They are mostly pointed and barbed. Many specimens of such 
bows and arrows can be seen on the Indo-Greek coins preserved in the 
State Museum, Lucknow. The quivers of this period were round, tapering 
at the boLtom, broader at the top and open mouthed. Bows enclosed in 
a case with pointed bottom and fairly broad top, can be noticed on the 
coins of Zoilus in the British Museum, London collection.5 

On the copper coins of Apollodotus, Apollo is seen standing, facing 
left, holding the bow in his left hand and an arrow in the rigbt.8 Similarly, 
on the copper coins of Zoilus, Apollo is facing right holding an arrow 
with both hands and a quiver is slung from his back.7 The coins of 
Maues also depict Apollo as an archer.8 On the copper coins of Demetrius 
( c. 200 B. C. ), Artemis is shown standing with a bow in left hand and 
drawing an arrow from the quiver with his right.0 Apollo as an archer 
appears on the reverse of silver coins of Eukratides ( c. 175-156 B. C. ). 
Megasthenese and Arrian also corroborate that the bow and arrow were 
coveted weapons. "The king hunts in the enclosures and shoots arrows 
from a platform in his chariot. At his side stand two or three armed 
women. If he hunts in an open ground he shoots from the back of an 
elephant.'110 

On the Andhra coins of Vasi~thiputra ( c. 81 A. D. ), a crude strung 
bow with a broad barbed arrow ready for use, has been depicted. An 
identical bow and arrow is seen on the coins of Gautamlputra of the 
same family. The coins of Bhumaka ( 119 A. D.) contain an arrow point• 
ing upwards and a thunderbolt between a pallet.11 On the lead coins of 
Mii~barlputra Sivalakur (2nd century A. D.) of Andhra dynasty, discovered 
from K olhapur, Maharashtra, is seen a bow with the string downwards 
and fitted with an arrow pointing upwards.12 On the reverse of the silver 
coins Nahapiina ( c. 119-124 A. D.) of the K~aharil.ta family a broad 
barbed arrow and on the obverse of still another coin a crudely outlined 
representation of a primitive semi-circular bow and arrow have been 
engraved.13 Similar type represented in the Udayagiri caves corroborates 
\he evidence of the coins. At Sanchi, the arrows are devoid of barbs,H 
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The bows on Gupta coins are of many types.15 One simple type 
consists of a curved stave and straight string. In the second type, two 
semi-circular pieces have been joined by a piece of wood or metal,18 

This joining piece is again of two types: straightl7 and curved.1e On 
some grips, rings have been fixed to facilitate easy handling.to Specimen 
with curved grips, having one guard on either side to avoid slipping, are 
also available.20 There is still another type where the grip recedes inwards 
thus making three curves in the bow.21 Io some other varieties of this type 
the ends of the stave are curved upwards so as to form five curves.'2 On a 
few specimens, the outer ends were segmented to fasten the string tightly and 
at the same time to beautify it,13 

From the Gupta coins bearing the figures of bow and arrows the 
modes of shooting could be conjectured. The Gupta archer, as is clear from 
the postures of human figures using bow and arrow, usually stood firm on 
the ground in any one of the following positions: with both legs together,u 
with the legs wide apart,25 and with the right leg taut and the left bentae and 
vice i:ersa.27 When not in use the top end of the stave was held either in the 
left or right hand while the other end rested on the ground with bowstring 
facing either inward or outward,18 While wielding it the bow was generally 
held in the left hand and the arrow in the right110 but this position was found 
reversed on some coins30 which might suggest that the Gupta monarchs 
could wield the bow with either hand.31 Normally, while shooting, bow is 
held by the left hand. But the Dhanurveda mentions that wielding it with 
either hand is the quality of dhanurdliara. Kiilidasa has also mentioned that 
an expert archer could shoot the aroow with either hand with the same 
amount of accuracy. 311 Gupta kings were ambidextrous.33 

The bow was generally held vertically and almost parallel to the body 
and the string was pulled upto the ear.34 The bow was neither held hori• 
zontal or perpendicular to the body nor was it kept on the ground while 
being used. Perhaps by this time the old practice of the Mauryan archers 
had gone into disuse. The bow of the Mauryan archer was of the same 
Jeng th as the archer himself, "This they rest upon the ground and pressing 
against it with their left foot thus discharge the arrow having drawn the 
string far backwards for the shaft used is little short of being three yards 
long. ' 18& The Gupta bows were shorter than those of the Mauryans and 
were not operated with the foot. 

The arrow bad feathers at their lower ends.30 The Dlianurveda has 
recommended the use of bird feathers, especially of peacocks and herons for 
the swift movement. Kalidasa also mentions this.87 The points of the 
iirrows were spearhead-shaped, barbed or had two cutting edges. 
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The arrows were kept in quivers. Jn most cases the kings have been 
portrayed facing front or in profile, hence the quiver, which was hung on the 
back, is not clearly visible. In an Archer Type coin of Candragupta II, the 
illustration of a quiver is very clear from which the king is drawing an arrow 
with bis right hand. 3s The quiver is on the ground and several arrows are 
protruding from it. It is broad in the beginning, elongated and ends in 
a round knob. A similar quiver is to be found in the wall paintings of 
Cave oN. 17 of Ajanta.ao 

Spears and Javelins : 

Spears and javelins were the most coveted weapons and have been 
shown on numerous coin!", On the obverse of the coins of Aryamitra, 
the Audambara chief ( c. 2nd-1st century B. C. ), a male figure is standing to 
left holding a spear in his right hand.Ao Similarly, the coins of Bhiinumitra 
also depict a spear.4.1 On one of the coins of A.ryamitra of Ayodhya (2nd 
century B. C. ), a bull is shown before a spear, while the coin of Jethamitra 
(1st cent. B. C.-lst cent. A. D. ), contains a spear along with tree in 
railing and chowrie on its reverse.42 The spear, here, is very simple consist· 
ing of a long wooden or bamboo shaft with a leaf-shaped blade of meta1. 
On the class 2, variety a, of Ujjayini coins, Kartikeya is standing with a 
spear in his right hand.'3 The spear has been the favourite weapon of 
Kiirtikeya and in several sculptures of later date, he has been portrayed 
carrying abnormally long weapoo.4' Six-headed Kartikeya depicted on the 
Yaudheya silver coins (variety Ill), has a leaf-shaped pointed spear in his 
right hand.4G The term 'yaudheya • has apparently been derived from 
Sanskrit yudha (to fight). The Yaudheyas were renowned spearmeo even 
as early as the time of Pai;iini.48 

On many of the Iodo-Greek, Indo-Bactrian and Indo-Partbian coins, 
kings and deities are represented in the act of thrusting the spears and 
javelins. On the gold coins of Diodolus ( c. 244-230 B.C.) Zeus is portrayed 
hurling a thunderbolt and to his right is seen a javelin.47 Nike on the 
copper coins of Antimachos holds a spear.4& On the reverse of the coins of 
Eukratides, the Dioscuri is found charging to right with a long lance.40 

On a coin of Heliokles, Zeus is shown holding a spear in his left hand.&0 An 
illustration of spear is available on the obverse of a silver coin of Menander 
showing the bust of king to left, thrusting with spear. 61 On the silver 
coin of Azes, the king riding on the horseback is with a couching spear.63 A 
similar couched spear is depicted on a silver coin of Vonones.&3 A javelin 
with fillet is in the right hand of the king figured on the copper coins of Soter 
Megas.u On the silver coins of Demetrius ( c. 200 B. C. ), Pallas has it 
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in his right hand while on the coins of Eukratides ( c. 174-150 B. C. ) 
Dioscuri is charging holding long lances.66 The Inda-Greek and Indo-Bac· 
trian monarchs preferred moun1ed warfare as they were their favourite 
weapons against the short weapons like swords, daggers, etc. 

In Sanskrit literature these are known as bhalla, iula, fofcti, etc. The 
difference between the spear and the javelin is so narrow and their depic· 
tion on coins so vague that one is mi.taken for the other. Technically, bhalla. 
(spear ) consists of a long wooden or bamboo shaft with a long and pointed 
iron blade. The blade is broader at the lower end, double-edged, with or 
without medial-rib and with a long hollow shank into which the shaft is inser
ted. It is a thrusting weapon. Thi! Aula (javelin) is comparatively thinner, 
having a wooden shaft and a sm?.11 leaf-shapt."d blade of metal with a 
tang. The tang is inserted into the shaft and tied with metal straps. It 
could be used for dual purpose of thrusting or hurling. The 4akti 
( ba1acha) was completely of iron. Small thin iron shaft was fitted with a 
pointed blade which was invariably hurled. 

Kani!?ka has been portrayed as holding a spear on his coins.66 On 
the reverse of another type of coins of the same monarch, a figure wilh a hat 
and plume is seen with a spear.07 On the obverse and reverse of many 
coins of the successive rulers of this dynasty, the spears have been frequently 
represented. Huvi~ka has often been depicted carrying long spear.58 The 
Ku~ni;ia spears and javelins did not undergo any material change and 
seem to have been adopted from their predecessors. 

There bas been a big controversy regarding the identification of spears 
and javelins on the Gupta coins. Smith first identified the so-called• standard' 
on the • Standard Type ' coin of Samudragupta as a javelin69 but later 
he catted it a spear.60 Jn the left hand or Kartikeya, on the reverse of 
the ' Peacock Typ~' coin of Kumaragupta I, spear is illustrated.81 Vidya 
Prakash has classified these spears or javelins into the following five 
categories : 

A. Spear with shaft slightly tapering towards the top and the spear· 
head representing a long leaf with mediat-rib.6ll 

B. Spear with shart as above, with a ring near the lower end. The 
head has a pointed end with two corners on either side.88 

C. Spear with leaf-shaped blade, medial-rib, blunt point and a ring 
;it the junction of the blade with the shaft!u 
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D. Spear with a broad leaf-shaped blade, narrowed in the middle, 
medial-rib and ring. Such spears are found in the bands of Kartikeya 
and on the Gupta sculptures.66 

E. Spear with a point resembling an arrow-head and the lower 
extremes ending in a knob. This spear appears to be a heavy one and was 
perhaps thrown, as is evident from the knob on the other end intended to 
balance it in the flight.Go 

These spears and javelins were mostly held with points resting on 
ground. Some spears have pennons tied in the middle of the shaft.67 

Kalidlisa has described them in the Ragltuvamfo. Similar representations 
can be seen in the several contemporary sculptures88 and in the painting at 
Ajaota. 

Sword: 

Surprisingly enough the sword, which has played a very prominent 
role in ancient Indian warfare, has been depicted very rarely on coins. On 
the Punch.marked coins it is not represented. Among the Tribal coins, 
discovered at Puri, we find crude figures of a king standing facing with head 
to left and holding a sceptre in bis left hand.89 This type is similar to the one 
found on the obverse of Ku~ill;ta coins.10 On Indo-Greek, lndo·Bactrian 
and lndo·Parthian coins a sword is seen but very rarely. On the reverse of a 
silver coin of Heliokles, the last king of Bactria ( c. 156-140 B. C. ), Zeus 
standing and holding a thunderbolt in bis right hand and long sceptre in his 
left,71 Similraly, on the coins of Antialkidas, the colleague and successor 
of Lysias, king of Punjab ( c. 145 B. C. ), Zeus is seen with a long sceptre in 
the left hand. 73 Of the several Indo-Greek coins preserved in the State 
Museum, Lucknow, not a single coin has a sword or a sceptre on it. 

On the South Indian Pandyan coins, sceptre has often been depicted 
together with a trident, flag, dagger, etc.78 Similarly, on the Vijayanagar coin 
a sceptre is represented. 74 

Kani~ka was an adept in the use of a sword. On one gold coin he ls 
standing to right making an offering at an altar with his right hand while 
in the left he holds a spear. The sword is suspended from bis left side.1& In 
the famous stone sculpture of' Headless Kani~ka ' displayed io the Mathura 
Museum, Mathura, a long double-edged sword is carved. On the reverse of 
another gold coin of the same ruler, a figure is shown with a hat and 
plumes while the sword is hanging on his left side.78 This weapon is also 
found on the coins of the subsequent Ku~ai:ia rulers. For example, on the 
.reverse of a gold coin of Huvi~ka, a figure is seated on snakes with ~ swor~ 

+e.-32 
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in his right hand.77 The sword here is double-edged with sufficiently broad 
point. The hilt is plain and without quillon or pommel. 

The Gupta coins have several types of swords figured on them. The 
• Horseman Type ', the • Chatra Type• the • Cakravikrama Type • and the 
• Rhinoceros-slayer Type• coins contain several illustrations of this weapon. 
On the same analogy one type of coin has been designated as the 'Swords
man Type'. Ia the first varkty, is found a long and straight b1ade with 
triangular-shaped pointed end. The pommel is short, round and simple, the 
quilloa is rectangular with lines on it and the blade is plain. It is without a 
scabbard and, in all probabilty, was used as a thrusting weapon.78 In the 
second variety, the swords are straight with plain and pointed blades. The 
lower end has a cut on its right. The quillon is crescent-shaped which served 
the purpose of a grip as well. The pommel is short and round. These are 
also without scabbards, and like earlier swords were found suitable as 
thrusting weapons. 70 The third variety of swords are double-edged and 
straight and look like a kltii:r,1.r)a The pommel is round, grip plain but the 
quilloa is shaped like a human eye. The blade is broader at the upper and 
the lower ends but thinner in the centre. It is encased in a decorated 
scabbard. These types of swords served the double purpose of cutting 
and thrusting.80 The swords of the fourth variety were used exclusively for 
cutting purposes. Round pommel, plain grip, rectangular quilloo and 
sharply curved blade with pointed end bring it closer to the shamshir oflater 
date.81 It has a decorated scabbard. We also find some short and double
eged swords with pommels and grips. The •fuller• runs through them. 
Their blunt points suggest that these were perhaps cutting weapons. 

The swords were kept in the embellished sheaths and hung either 
on the left or the right side of the warrior. 82 The Allahabad Pillar inscription 
gives a long list of the weapons, which inflicted wounds on Samudragupta•s 
body, and the sword is one of them.83 Kurnaragupta I, in an inscription 
on one of his coins, described himself as a master of swordsman.811 The 
sculptures at Deogarh, the paintings at Ajanta and the works of Kiilidlisa bear 
testimony to the general types of swords illustrated on the Gupta coins. 

Dagger: 

Like the swords, the dagger was also not frequently represented on 
ancient Indian coins. On the Punch-marked and Tribal coins it is altogether 
missing. The Indo-Greeks ·and the Indo-Bactrians never liked this short 
weapon ; hence it has not been shown on their coins. In South India, its 
importance, of course, was realised and on the obverse of many of the Pao· 
dyan coins the dagger has been depicted.85 Similarly, on the Vijayaoagart\ 
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coins a dagger is seen. eo On the Gupta coins, these are very rarely illustrated. 
Only on the 'Elephant-rider Lion-slayer Type' coin of Kumaragupta I, 
the king has been portrayed holding a dagger in his right hand. The dagger 
was used in the time of emergency and when the target was very close, 
and in the present scene the lion, seems to have attacked suddenly and the 
king had to use the dagger in self-defence. Similar double-edged dagger has 
been carved in one of the stone sculptures in the collection of the National 
Museum, New Delhi, showing a warrior mounted on a leogryph, The dagger 
is suspended from his waist,e7 

Battle-axe : 

The battle-axe consists of a short wooden shaft with a crescent-shaped 
blade attached to it on the side near the top end. On the Audumbara coins, 
the battle-axe is attached with the trident of Siva.88 On one anonymous 
coin of circa 2nd century A. D. , Siva is standing facing left holding a 
trident with axe with shaft in hi; right hand.89 Similar tridents with axe have 
been found on the reverse of the silver coins of Dhargho~a and Vimaki. 00 It 
is again shown on the copper coins of Jayadiiman, son of Cal?tana ( c. 124-150 
A. D. ). 91 Samudragupta, in his 'Battle-axe Type' coin, holds a battle-axe 
in his left hand. The shaft is of the same height as the king. The hemi
spherical blade is attached to the middle of the shaft. Two knobs, one 
at the either extreme end of the shaft, are visible.98 The shape of the blade 
differs in several other coins of the same variety. The circular legend on 
the obverse of this type describes that ••Wielding the battle-axe of Krg1a, 
conqueror of (till then) unconquered kings, is victorious''. The inscription 
reveals that it was a deadly weapon and could create havoc when used in 
war, but this weapon gradually fell into disuse and ultimately became out
dated. This and a few more types of battle-axe can be viewed in the w~ll 
paintings at Ajanta. 

Mace: 

Mace was an important weapon used in the Mahabharata war. 
According to Kau~iJya, it could also be hurled at the enemy, but usually it was 
used as a weapon for smashing. Though not very popular, yet it has 
been depicted on many a coin. On the reverse of Rajuvala, class III, variety 
a, coins ( c. 40.20 B. C. ),08 Hercules is standing to left with right hand out and 
club or mace iu his arm. A club or mace over the shoulder has been shown 
on the obverse of a square coin of Lysias.04 Knotted club is seen on the 
reverse of the square copper coins of Menander.96 On the copper coin, 
variety 12, of Hermalus, a club is found resting on the ground. 96 Hercules, 
with club on hie left shoulder, is portrayed on the coins of Spalahores an~ 
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Vononos on the obverse,87 while on the copper coins of Kadaphises i, this 
weapon is in his right hand. 118 A knotted club is available on the gold coins 
or Kadaphises II also. 11° Club was the favourite weapon of Heracles. On 
the Indo·Greek coins it appears as a tapering rod, heavy at the bottom 
and attached with spiked knots. It is usually held by its top and the lower 
mace-end rests on the ground. On a few coins it appears resting over the 
arms of the deity with top shaft end downwards.100 On other coins it 
figures independently. 

The mace has been depicted on the • Cakravikrama Type' of coins of 
Candragupta II. Here, it has been shown as an attribute in the left band 
of Cakrapuru~a ( i. e., the personification of Sudarsana Cakra of Vi~i;iu ).1°1 

The mace is simple, consisting of a short rod or shaft, mounted with thick 
globular knob at the end. 

Though the club has often been depicted on the sculptures and pain
tings of later date, its utility as a weapon of war was gradually diminishing 
and with the advent of the Arabs its use in the battlefield had almost 
become extinct. 

Trident: 

It was essentially a weapon not of war but one which could be used in 
times of exigency, but owing to its association with Saivism, it has often 
found place on the ancient Indian coins. Trident with axe has already been 
referred to. It was commonly known as trisula (three-pronged blade). 
The countermark trident is seen on the obverse of the coins of Brhaspatimitra 
II ( 1st-2nd cent. B. C.) of Kau~ambJ.109 Similarly, on the obverse of the 
coins of Dhanadeva and Agnimitra ( lst cent. B. C.) the trident is visible.1oa 

Siva with trident is found on the silver coins of class I II, variety a, of Yau
dbeya coins.104 On Pandyan coins it is seen with other weapons106 and 
on the obverse of Cola coins along with bow.100 

The trident consists of a long staff with a three-pronged blade at the 
top. The shape of the shaft varied on Indo·Greek coins. In some, like 
those on the coins of Demetrius,107 the prongs are straight and plain and in 
others the side prongs are curved while the central one is leaf ·shaped, as 
evidenced on the coins of Antimachus.1oe 

The Gupta monarchs were Vai~Qavites; hence the trident does not 
appear on their coins but its illustration can be seen in contemporary 
~culptures. 
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Goad: 

Strictly it was not a weapon of war but has been very closely associat. 
ed with elephant-corps as a useful aid to goad the elephant. It was called 
ankuia ( i. e., control). It consists of a short shaft with a leaf-shaped 
pointed blade on one side and a curved prong on th~ other, both of metal. 
On the reverse of the coins of Gomitra II ( c. 200 B. C. ) of Mathura, three 
elephant-goads have been depicted.109 Similar illustrations have been found 
on the coins of Brahmamitra, Siiryamitra, Vi~i;iumitra, Puru~adatta, Bala· 
bhiiti and Ramadatta of the same dynasty.110 Fine examples of the elephant
goads of this period can be perceived on the Sunga sculptures in the National 
Museum, New Delhi. 

The goad is also perceptible on the 'Elephant-rider Type' coins of 
Kumaragupta I. The king himself is driving the elephant with the goad in 

·bis right hand.m The goad resembles the modern one. The elephant-goad 
has not undergone any significant change during these hundreds of years. 
In later varieties it has been profusely decorated; ivory was also used for 
its shaft. 

Thunderbolt : 

It is a mythical weapon and is usually associated with Indra. On the 
coins of Rajuvala ( c. 40-20 B. C. ), Class I, variety a, Pallas is seen standing 
left, holding in left hand Aegis and hurling thunderbolt with his right.111 

It was the favourite weapon of Zeus and Pallas. Zeus, standing to left and 
hruling thunderbolt, is seen on the gold coins of Diodotus ( c. 245-230 
B. C. ).ua Two varieties, simple and winged, of thunderbolt (also called 
vajro.) are noticed. The first again presents two sub-types : one with 
straight prong and the other with curved prong. Winged thunderbolt is 
depicted on the reverse of the copper coins of Demetrius II ( c. 200 B. C. ).111 
Thunderbolt along with shield is seen on the reverse of the silver coins of 
Menander.m On the coins of Bhumaka ( 119 A. D.) and Nabpiina of the 
Kvaharlita family thunderbolt is available.118 

The weapon was held by the middle but sometimes it rested over 
the shoulder. During use it was hurled either by rising it above the shoulder 
or just above the waist. 

Cakra (Discus } : 

It is represented only on the coins of Menaoderm where it resembles 
a spoked wheel, the ends of which are slightly protruding. It is a mythical 
weapon and is one of the attributes of Vi,i;iu. 
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Noose: 

The noose or pasa has been shown only in the hands of deities as 
their attribute and was never used in actual warfare. The coins depict it as 
a long rope with a knotted end and a large loop in the middle.m On some 
coins the loop is at one end.110 PaAa was made or hemp, flax, manju, grass, 
bhanga ( Orotatarea Juneca) or snoyu, etc. , and was ten cubits long. The 
loop on one end was one cubit in diameter. 

Helmet: 

Ancient Indian warriors knew how to protect themselves and Kauillya 
gives a complete list of armour for protection from head to foot. Indo
Greek kings have been portrayed as helmeted warriors on their coins. On 
the obverse or silver coin of Sophytes ( c. 305 B. C. ) helmeted head of the 
king to right is seen.120 The helmet is adorned with a wreath of leaves on it • 

. There is also a cheek-piece and a plume attached. On the slope of the neck 
are the letters ' MN '. The helmet of the king on the obverse of silver coin 
of Eukratides bas an ear and horn of bull and a plume.121 Flat helmet is 
seen on the obverse of a silver coin of Antialkidas.138 On the obverse of the 
square copper coins of Agathokleia and Strato a queen has been shown 
wearing a helmet.198 Helmeted bead of Athene with long curls is perceptible 
on the obverse of silver coins of Menander.m Helmet could not be traced 
on Gupta coins. 

Shield: 

Shield was used for defence. On the Indo·Greek coins it appears 
usually in the bands of goddess Pallas and sometimes with Zeus. Pallas with 
shield is seen on the reverse of the coin of Menander126 and Zeus holding 
shield on the coins of Agathocles. It Is mostly round but on variety 14 of 
Menander's coin it bas a peculiar shape with Medussa•s head. The shield 
was made either of leather or metal. Often these have beautiful devices in 
the centre. It is seen over the left arm or hung from behind. In a few 
cases it has been figured independently. 

Shield appears on the • Apratigha Type • of Kumilragupta I in the left 
hand of the male figure standing on the extreme left in the group.118 The 
shape is not clear but it appears to be rectangular and held vertically. 
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RAMAK~~A·S NALAVILA.SA AND THE MAHABHARATA 

M. D. PARADKAR 

The Mahabharata has proved to be the most fruitful source of 
inspiration to the literary artists in India. It is rightly said in case of 
Mahabharata : 

~ Cfi~ij4'"4MiijQ~"l<><i) ~q I 
~;:q '{if ~8'~ lTI«IF- II 

The Nalavilasa of Riimakm1a ( J 3th cent. A. D.) is no exception to this 
rule. This drama evidently deals with the story of king Nata narrated in 
the third book of the Mahabharata. Although it is true that the author was 
indebted to the author of the Nata story in the Mahabharata. he has added 
some events and is responsible for creating some characters with the intention 
of dramatising the story. 

The main scene of the first act of the play presents the king conversing 
with Vidii~aka and bis friend Kalahamsa about the dream that the king 
experienced. The details about the dream and its interpretation by the 
astrologer are suggestive of auspicious things to follow in spite of some 
obstacles in the way. The quarrel between the Kiipiilika and the Vidii~aka 
followed by the sudden discovery of a letter conveying a message to king 
Citrasena as well as that of a small portrait of a young maiden wearing a 
necklace resembling the pearl-necklace worn by the king in his dream is inten· 
ded to give the king an opportunity to look at the portrait of the beautiful 
heroine. Readers of the Mahabharata easily come to know that this is a 
diversion from the original story where the swan acts as Nala•s love· 
messenger to Damayanti. The praise of Nata end Demayanti in the words 
~ ~ wt ..moti' ~9 "'° ~ =«: ( if<flli - 53. 30 ) as well as the import of 
words viz: 

1.mt: ~ !J ifti ~: !lit(.,Ci'IH( I 

~~ ~ "'° ?(if'fPtif ~: ~:II ( ifil"lf~ - 53. 16) 

are substituted here (in the play) by the portrait. In fact, Act I can be said 
to be the creation of the dramatist. Act II presents Kalahanisa and 
MakariU who return from Vidarbha. Mekarikii narrates the events that 
took place in Vidarbba. Makarika•s statement that she tried to see 
DamayantT under the pretext of serving her end did not miss any opportunity 
of extolling the handsome personality as well es the velour of king Nata, 
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can be said to be an elaboration of the Mahabharata verse : Vauoparva 
53. 16 quoted above. In the play Kalahamsa speaks of getting access to the 
harem as the physician due to Damayantl's illness. The expr~ssion 61~
~ ~~ m f.r.lrq ( if~fu;Jm- 2. p. 20 )1 can be said to be an abridge
ment of the Vanaparwa passage beginning with aaMriJTCRT c{tirr f.t1:4ul<4~'1f 
!im and ending with •if ~ if ~~a ~tfff ~ ~.,: ·. Kalahamsa shows 
the portrait of the king to Damayanti and succeeds in alleviating the suffer· 
iag of Damayantl. Makarikli's comment viz. • ~ Sl'ffftim l=I"{ f.:l'~qa if 
S1'1t1tS~o1 ' ( Act II, p. 21 ) on the portrait of Nala seems to be originated 
in the Veneparva verse : 

tcf 'Tftftt wf Wflttati ~ "<f ~ if{: I 
~qi ~~if l=l'w+iT ~!P~~tr: II 

The prophesy of Ghoreghoi;ia that Damayanti would marry Citrasena 
is followed by Damayantl's reaction (reported by Kalahamsa) : '~ 

~1fitqfa£+ci4iioff ~~~fa~ ~fq m m~ ifi~ R~f~a-~. i:rt "<f 

~'cllRfqait ~1q11fa' (Act II, p. 23 ). Tbis seems to be introduced by the 
dramatist to show Damayanti's love for Nala. This has its origin in the· 
Mahabharata verse : 

~ ~ ~mift itf ~q~f« 'Iliff( I 
~ ~ (~tit~ aCf ifiltun(( II 

In act III the talk between Mukula and Kurandaka informs the 
audience about the banishment of Ghoraghoq.a by king Bhima who finds him 
to be spy on investigating the incident of the portrait of Damayantl brought 
by Ni~adha. The scene in the Kiimayatana Mar;ic;tapa in this act is intended 
to offer the lovers an opportunity of expressing their feelings with the help 
of a written script. Tbis device is not a novel one for the readers acquainted 
with the plays of Kiilidase. In fact VidU~ka's trick to detain the heroine in 
this play reminds one of a similar trick employed by VidU~aka in Act 11-
of the Malavikagnimitram. 

The scene in Act JV is laid in the court of king Bblma who appears in 
a happy mood as Lambastanl has foretold that Damayantl will marry the 
king of Ni~adhas. The king or Ni~adhes is received with great respect. 
Damayanti accompanied by her brother Madhavasena enters the mav4apa.· 
Miidhavasena provides his sister with detailed descriptions of the kings who 
have congregated in the ma'Q4apa. Damayanti, however, chooses Nata as 
her life-partner and puts the garland round his neck. Herein we find a· 
diversion from the original Maliabltarata episode of Damayanti•s svaya1iwara. 
Jn the original, Nala approaches DamayaotI as the messenger of Gods, 
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he seeks to persuade Damayantl to accept one of Gods as her life-partner. 
Gods even try to baffle and mislead Damayantl at the time of svayanwara by 
appearing facsimiles of Na la. Damayanti, nevertheless, succeeds in winning 
the favour of Gods which enables her to identify the prince of her heart. 
The play, however, seems to have omilted these details that are found in 
the Mahiibharata. 

Act V opens with the soliloquy of Kalahamsa expressing his sorrow 
for the sad plight of Na la after having staked his kingdom as well as the 
beloved in the game of dice with Kubera. Here is also a deviation from the 
original. In the Mahabharata Nala possessed by the demon Kali plays 
dice with his brother Pu~kara. Mahabharata reads: 

~) ~ ~~ Cfi™ai4'l~I 
...... ~rfu Ff n;r.mr ~~ ~ w.ra II 

Further the Mahabharata observes : 

~ ~mf.ti;q '<f itlt m:fN ~ '<f I 

lt"(<fr ~~r~ ~q ~ "?t- 11 

It is evident that the demon Kali as well as Pu~kara do not appear at 
all in the play. Kiipalika Ghoraghm;ia here substitutes the demon Kali. 
Kalahamsa's grief 11 at the exile of Nala who turned a deaf ear to the 
priests and his subjects is based on the expressive words in the 

ffil": in(~: ~l ~~: ~i ~«' I 
(N(Twf ~+llll~ffr<fl(~~ 

...... "'~: ~r um itH~mtfcr ~11"' 11 

After having suffered a loss in the game of dice, Nala solicits Damayanti 
to go to Vidarbha so that she is free from the hardships to come. 
Damayanti, however, gives a staunch refusal to do so and expresses her 
resolve to share Nala's lot in the words : 

~~ ~ f.ta;~ ~~ ~~ ( Cfi{q~ - 62. 35) 

These details that are found in the original Mahabharata story have 
been retained in the play where Nata and Damayaoti together take their 
way to Vidarbha. On their way to Vidarbha Damayanti feels exhausted and· 
needs rest. They make a halt and Nala goes out in order to fetch water. He 
meets an ascetic who disuadcs him from going to Vidarbha because it will' 
be an act undignified for Nala.8 This instance in the play can be traced 
back to the Mahabhiirata story where, instead of being advised, Nala 
himself decides not to go to Vidarbha in such a deplorable plight. If 
Damayantl of Mahabharata poses a straight question to Nata: 11 If, Q· 



262 if, D. PARADKAR 

Lord, you do not want to abandon me here in the forest, what is the 
reason of showing me the way to Vidarbha? "~ DamayaotJ in the play 
expresses a doubt to herself in the words : •· Luckless, indeed, am I, 
does my husband's speaking thus indicate his intention to forsake me? ''6 

The dramatist has omitted the incident in the original where birds snatch 
away the garment of Nala. The heroine of the play puts her own gar· 
meat on him so that be does not abandon her. This modifies the original so 
far as the reason of ~~~l<ra i!'Rlfira~: ( ifflir<i-62. 4-6) is concerned. 
such a modification may have sprung from the demands and limitations of the 
stage. At last Nala abandons DamayantJ by tearing the garment into two • 
this is found both in the Mahabharata as well as in the play. Nala's suffer· 
ing in abandoning Damayantl, while she is asleep, receives an elaborate 
expression at the hands of the dramatist. The echo of the Mahabliarata 
words ~JIW ~~~ !Ua ~'fifltJ«<t, is, however, quite clear in the play. 

Act VI opens with the soliloquy of Nala giving vent to his distress. 
He instantly becomes aware of his transformation into a cook that has been 
brought about by his father under the guise of a snake, In the Mahabharaw 
story Karko~aka, the snake, brings about Nata's transformation.6 This is 
an act of gratitude because Nata had formerly saved the snake from the con
flagration. The dramatist seems to have introduced the supernatural element 
into the original story. 

The dramatist retains the name Biihuka that Nata assumes after being 
tarnsformed into a cook. There is one minor change viz. the name of the 
king of Ayodhyii being changed from ~tupaq1a to Dadhipari;ia. In the 
Mahabharata and also in the play Bahuka is proficient in various arts, well
versed in Asvavidya, an excellent cook and much appreciated by the king. 
The mimic play • Nalanve~ai;ia' in this act not only provides information 
about the events that have already taken place but also gives vent to Nala's 
pent up feelings while he witnesses the play as a spectator. Nata's sponta• 
neous exclamation : 

i'fi{"l'lfi<l5f ifl'ltsfut, iitSl{ntq. ~eft4'cti1f.tioft 
~ ~~ ~: ~tfu ......... (Act VI, p. 73) 

almost shocks the king who immediately asks Nata to disclose his true 
identity. Nata tries to convince the king saying that his impression must be 
illusive because he is overwhelmed. The king admits this readily. In the 
original a similar conversation takes place between Nala and Var~i;ieya, the 
charioteer of the king. It is the charioteer who doubts Biihuka, the cook, to 
be Nata because he finds Biihuka as scholarly and skilful as Nata. The 
charioteer in the original story and the King in the play both dismiss their 
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doubt taking into account the uninviting appearance of Babuka as against 
that of Nata. However, the change introduced by the dramatist is apprecia· 
ble because it reflects Nata's loyalty and his presence of mind. Among the 
latter events in the mimic play is the one w):iere Damayanti offers herself 
to a lion's cub so as to put an end to her painful life. It, however, goes 
away whereupon the king remarks : ~<rit:if llrtlf{tmr: q~srltf.tat sr~: 
(Act VJ, p. 75 ). 

Io the Mahabharata story one finds a hunter trying to seduce Dama
yantY and later on being burnt by the power of her chastity. The playwright 
here bas highlighted not only Damayantl's chastity but through her death.wish 
her suffering too. The hunter being burnt includes the supernatural whereas 
the lion cub refusing to touch Damayan'i sounds pretty natural. Besides, 
if the hunter was later on burnt due to Damayanti's '' •ffll.nTI<f " 7 if 
such was the might of her chastity, how could he try to seduce her earlier -
the play leaves no scope for such a contradiction. Act Vl cJoses with the 
words of the messenger from Vidarbha expecting King Dadhipan;aa to attend 
DamayantI•s svayamvara. But to cross the distance of hundred yojanas 
within a single night was beyond the imagination of the king - ~ ~:sr..-
m:nui~<rr-t fii~ifi~<t iWilfl'"ll ~ qfq~~~: I These words originate in 

~~~..-~a- tJGJ ~ihtwft~ I 
~~ ~ ~T '¥Rift Cll~ II ( 'firlf<i 70. 25-26 ) 

as well as ii' n~ mt q;:ro ~~s;:q: ~ ( Cfil'lf<l 76. 36 ). The words 
of Biihuka • ~ ! fl'T ~: 'l"t ij- ri ~~'<m"llffr ' are an echo of the words 
in Mahabharata that speak of Nala's self-confidence: 

Slfa 'ii Ml fir a- qylfti 'lfJraryflr if{l'filrq I 

~ ~afTR ~ ~ l (<l'<rtr<f 71.10) 

Act VII presents the king accompanied by Biihuka on his way to 
attend Damayanti•s svayamvara. However, on reaching the city of KuQc;lina 
the king realises that the news about svayamvara is false because the inha
bitants or the city are mourning Damayantl's decision to ascend funeral pyre. 
The dramatist has introduced a change in the original. In the Mahabharata 
story it is Damayanti herself who dispatches to the King the message regard
ing her own svayan1vara. She does so on purpose after having been informed 
by a Brahmin of Nala's being in service of ~tuparga. This is an evidence 
of Damayanti's resourcefulness. The play, however, only declares that the 
news of Damayantl's svayamvara was just a rumour. 

Nata in the Mahabharata is endowed with mastery in ASvavidyl, 

whereas the eu~bor of the pla~ adds to Na~a's cred.it the s~ill in Surrapiik~. 
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The addition deserves a compliment. When DamayantT comes to know of 
_the cook in service of ~tupari:ia being skilled in Silryapaka8 she assumes 
him to be no one other than her lord because Nala was the only person 
possessing the skill in Siiryapaka. To verify her presumption only she sends 
the messenger with the false intimation or her svayairwara. 

The dramatist has made no reference to the demon Kali whereas in 
the original Nala attempts at the game or dice only because of being possess· 
ed by Kali. The dramatist has skilfully removed the supernatural elemen~ 
by bringing in Lambodara instead of the demon Kali. Lambodere, like 
Kali, wishes to marry Damayanti and plays villain throughout. Lembodera 
is a spy employed by Nala's rival, Citrasena. The substitution of Kali by 
Lambodara gives a realistic touch to the events. Besides, Nala in the MahO.· 
bharata is et the mercy and in the possession of demons and gods, whereas 
Nala in the play confronts an opponent in a human form. 

The seventh act of the play is an invention of the author. However, 
the funeral pyre episode presents a difficu!ly as far as staging of the play is 
concerned. Moreover, it violates the dramatic conventions also. 

The seventh act has one more lacuna in it - viz. Bahuka asks the 
King to rest under a tree and then the course of the events that follow makes 
his return impossible. The king is kept in wait eternally, it seems. 

The play seems to have excluded Gathaglina and thereby escaped an 
additional Vi~kambhaka. The play, on the whole, seems to have been 
written with an awareness of the limitations imposed by the stage. The 
dramatist constantly tries to keep away from the supernatural and thereby 
makes the play more natural and human - i. e. the omission of the incident 
of the swan acting as a love messenger, the episode of gods assuming tho 
form of Nala being deleted. The mimic play speaks of the author's dramatic 
insight. Within the rigid frame of the conventions of Sanskrit drama the 
author of NalavilO.sa has indeed evoked a lively play based on love theme. 

NOTES 

l. The quotl\tiooe thu.t are given below are from Nal1Jui!aa1J Edited by G. K. Sbi.rgaokar 

and Lalohandra B. G,,ndbi, Published by Central Library, Baroda, in 1926 nnd the 

Mahcibharatam, Vol11, I to IV, published by S. N. Josbi, ChitmsalC\ Preas, 1926. 

2. ~ ~ ~~rj!Ol'ffill ll'l~~'fi: ~~T~i!I' ·"tq<n~ -
fir;{!'{!T(~ Sf'frj': ~('(-;j'qi{q<l~qQ\;r c{\a!{rjf ~~if 
t!1Tl<J'<l'l~fil CJ oot ~e.{'fi'liT\CfiTR l (NlllfJ v. p. li5) 
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3.. ~im lflRI': .lll!J(!iiil•iit<lijQ"'lwlt it ~ qfttm~ I (Nala V. p. 61) 

4. ···ll'~ ;rt tlf ij'tfmf il' ~trg~~ I 
6~~ ~t qr~: ~!fll'~llfr i ( JllRl1. Vooo 61. 23, 32) 

5. u ~~ ~m{Vfl' ! ft~ ~~1.fillil ~am, ~ ii:ci" \;i~ t (Nala v. p. 02) 

6. ffiJ: ~ ifTij'! ~iif'Pf~ I 
ij'lj'f1fSPijf{tl ~q il' (<if f.I"~ ~II (MBh. Vaoa 66.14-201 23) 

7. ll'~St ~~q ¥i'iffifS1tr "'!' ~ I 
6~St 1fffilf §Ii\: Q(IQ4•1;:;t\Cl<1: I 
IR!lf: 1flfrn ~f.{~ij'~ lf<i g;q: 11 (MBh. Vooa 63. 33-39) 

e. ~ cPtlJf {'<l ~~ qc;i; ~ ~'fr·' oo~ ~ro ~rq ~ 1 • 
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(From the earlie~t times till 1191 A. D.) 

N. N. PATEL 

It becomes incumbent to explain the precise delimitations of the canvas 
in a subject-matter like the present one. I shall, therefore, have to first 
define and delimit Konkan and then to give the exact point on land at which 
Konkan gets divided into North Konkan and South Konkan. I know that 
the more erudite ones must have turned their tongue in the cheek end they 
are right because despite several comprehensive and cursory efforts in the 
past by scholars like A. K. Nairne and P. V. Kane, the precise definition end 
delimitation of Konkan are still a desideratum. Even so, the conclusions 
given below are generally accepted as tenable in scholastic circles. 

1. Konkan extends from the latitude of Daman on the north to that 
of Terekhol on the South.1 

2. Apariinta denoted the Konkan coast and it comprised the 
territory north of Banavasi and south of modern Surat, or in other 
words from modern Surat to Karwar,z 

3. The term Kooken came in vogue around 5th century A. D. and 
applied to the northern part of Aparilnta of the scriptures.• 

4. The term Aparanta of the scriptures applied to the entire expanse 
of the West Coast of India.4 

The term Apariiota applied to the laod5 in remote ancient period. The 
term Konkan applied variously to land8 and people7 on its coming into vogue 
in 5th or 6th century A. D. 

The terms " Aparanta" and '' Konkan " have so to say played a game 
of hide and seek to their researchers. I say this because Aparii.nta denoted 
the whole of the West Coast and thereby included the later day Konkan, 
whereas Konkan in course of time came to include Aparanta when Aparanta 
itself came to be restricted to North Konkan.8 This will show that once 
Aparanta was the genus and Konkao the species and vice versa. 

This inference appeals more than any other. A serious hurdle, how
ever, for this inference is that Aparanta is shown to denote North Konkan in 
the days of Afoka and later by several eminent sources.0 What these eminent 
11uthorities meant to say was that ASoka ruled over that part of A~arant~ 
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which is present day North Konkan and not that the present day North 
Konkan is co-terminus with the erstwhile Aparanta. 

I have drawn the following conclusions in regard to the definitions 
and delimitations of Konkan after applying my mind to various authori· 
ties aided by my personal field observations in a larger portion of the 
present day Konkan. 

1. Kooken has derived its name from Kunkaoii the name by which 
the wife of Jamadagni and mother of Parasuriima is referred to in 
the scriptures. 

2. The whole of the west coast of India was called Aparilnta in the 
ancient days when the location of people was indicated by giving 
general direction as " In the west, in the north, etc."10 

3. The nomenclature Aparanta came to be replaced by the term 
Konkai;ia in the post-Mauryan period and applied to the same area 
and it was synonymous with Parduriimak~etra or Septa Konkan.11 

4. As human activity gained momentum, Apariinta adopted different 
names for its various parts which came to be distinctly known 
thereafter by those names ultimately relegating its original title 
"Apariinta" into oblivion.1a 

S. The area between Daman lo the north and that of Terekhol to the 
South came to be called Konkan retaining the name of its 
regional parental name. 

It is now to be seen as to where it gets divided into North and South. 
Some contradictory delimitations gleaned from reliable historians are quoted 
as a preliminary premise. 

1. Konkan is divided into North and South at the point of 
Bombay.18 

2. Kalyan creek is the point at which Konkan is halved into North 
Konkan and South Konkan.u 

3. It is Nagothane which divides Konkan into North Konkan and 
South Konkan.1& 

4. It is river Kundalika which is the dividing point between North 
Konkan and South Konkan.1 6 

S. Lastly it is Savitri river which formed a boundary between North 
Kooken and South Konkan.17 

6. The demarcation at Savitri river is recognised while discussing the 
origin of Khots (Landlords) in Konkan.18 
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Savitri river as a dividing line is the most acceptable conclusion as 
this division has been recognized from the times of Silahiiras onwards, if 
not earlier. I quote a few eminent authorities in support of river Savitri as 
a dividing line. 

(a) Dr. V. V. Mirashi uses the same delimitation while discussing 
the history of south Konkan Siiiihiiras. The period referred to 
is 808 A. D. and 1008 A. o.1s 

( b ) Hoysi1a BaWilas of Dviirasamundra in Mysore are aaid to have 
extended their domain over South Konkan. The period referred 
to is A. D. 1050-1310.11° 

Vijayanagar power is said to have extended upto Raigad 
which is a little to the north trans-Savitri. Here the period 
referred to is the beginning of 14th century.21 

( c) Around 1489 A. D. Konkan was divided with Savitri as a 
central point and the territory north of it called Nizamshahi-Tal 
Konkan and territory south of it called Bijapuri·Tal·Konkan.82 

I have also accepted this delimitation of south Konkan in my article 
"Pack Bullocks, the Major Means of South Konkan from 17th to 19th 
century A. D."aa I continue to adopt the same for this paper also. 

It is now time that we leave this arena which is rather more of conjec
ture and confine ouerselves to concrete proofs that go to show the exact 
position of South Konkan in various periods. I have adopted the prin
ciples of Historical Geography as enunciated by E. A. Freeman.24 These are: 

(a) drawing up the map of the country with which we are concerned 
as it appeared after each of the different changes which they 
have gone through; 

( b) pointing out the historical causes which have led to the changes 
on the map; and 

( c) ultimately revealing the meaning of any geographical name at 
any particular time. 

I have endeavoured to get bold of whatever concrete proofs, 
numismatic and inscriptiooal, that I have found in works of eminent authori
ties on the subject. I give them below as my supporting submissions. 

On numismatic side, there is only one find and that is of ten coins of 
the period of 1088 A. D. when Narapati sovereigns ruled over 
Warangal. The legend on these coins shows that these were minted 
when Rudra, Deva Narapati. sovereign of Warangal, was a ruler. Nine 
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of these ten coins are shaped in Jaina style and the remaining one 
is in a Saivite style. On one side of the coins is embossed lion with 
the words BaJya Sri written below it in Telagu script and on their 
other side the term Ludder Deva is inscribed, This appears to be an 
obvious mistake for Rudra Deva. This is the solitary numismatic find 
on the subject although it is of a period subsequent to some of the 
inscriptional evidences with us. These coins were found at village 
Hewli in South Kooken district. There is no proof of the kings of the 
said dynasty to have ruled over Kooken at this time.u 

These coins perhaps prove that there wa11 commercial intercourse bet· 
ween Konkan and Waraogal. The location of the place where these coins 
were found is shown in the map given on a subsequent page along with other 
places mentioned in Nerur plates.30 

The first of the Nerur plates is issued in 700-1 A. D., the second one 
in 710-11 A. D. and the third one does not bear any date.87 These three 
copperplates refer to villages in the Southern tip of South Konkan. In order 
to facilitate the readers to draw inferences for themselves and also to enable 
them to judge the inferences drawn by this contributor, the text of the rele· 
vant portions of the inscription, its transliteration and translation are given 
below. The first of the Nerur plates appears to be the direct and earliest 
inscriptional evidence so far available on South Konkan. Its period is 
700-1 A. D. This copperplate refers to Iridige Vi~ya, an administrative 
unit of those days which was equivalent to the present district of Ratnagiri 
in Maharashtra State inclusive of the erstwhile Sawaotwadi State.28 

The first Nerur plate is issued by Western Ciilukya King Vijayiiditya 
Satydrl in the year 700-1 A. D. At this period the Western Ciilukyas ruled 
from Kalyiini. The translation of the relevant portion of this copperplate 
with its transliteration is reproduced below: 

" Be it known to you ! Six hundred and twenty-two of the Saka years 
having expired, and the fourth year of our increasing and victorious reign 
being current, and ( our) victorious camp being located at the city of 
Rasenaoagara on the day of the full moon of the month A~c;lha, the village 

· Nerur situated between the villages of Ballavalligrlima village in the ( ? ) 
lridige district has been given by us, etc. " 28 

29. Vija [ yllditya - Sa] tyMraya - prthivivallabha mahiiriij - iidhirDja -
paramdwariibha -

30. ttarakas=sarvvlln - eva [ m=ajapaya - ] ti [ 10] viditam=astu 
vo=smiibhir = dvi1 vlmsaty Uttara~at =chate~u Saka v11r,e. 
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31. sv=atite~u pravardhami'lna-vijaya-riijya-sanivatsare caturthe vrta 
( rtta ) ma ne Rasena - nagara -

32. m·adhivasati vijaya - shandhavare A~ii<;la ( dha} paurt;iQamiisyiim 
Niindeya - vijiiapai;i9ya Va (?) tsa (?) 

33. sagotra ( tra ) sya ( ya ) Revasvami - dlk~ita pautrliya Janna
svliminah putriiya diisa sviimine Iridi (? di) ge (? pe) 

34. vi~aye Viii (? hi) ge (? bhe - ) naditeta - sthal} Balavalligriima 
Sahamyapura - griimyor mmadhya - stha~ Neru 

35. r-nnam griimas=sa bhogas=sarvva - badha ( dha) - parihiiro 
datta~ ( 11) Tad=agambhir=asmad - vanisyair=anyais-ca 
riija.80 

The object of this inscription is to grant the village Neruragriima 
(present village Nerur Tarr Haveli, Census Code No. 43-1971, Taluka 
Kudal, District Ratnagiri ) to a brahmin by name Devasvami whose gotra 
was Vatsa. Its location as given in this copperplate shows that it lay 
between Balavalligrama ( present Walawal Census Code No. 42, Taluka 
Kudal, District Ratnagiri) and Sahamyapura ( present Dhamapur, as now 
identified by the present contributor, is the present village or Dhiimiipura, 
Census Code No. 57-1971 in Taluka Malwan, District Ratnagiri ). The 
village Balavalligriima is identified with the present Biilaval by James Fleet 
while editing this impeccable evidence. Fleet has not, however, identified 
Sahammapura or this Inscription. I have worked as Deputy Collector on 
probation in Malwan taluka of district Ratnagiri in the year 1968, when my 
official duties warranted not only visits to villages but the inspection of fields 
therein. I had an opportunity on one such occasion to come upon a huge 
lake ( Dhamapur lake with Bhagvati temple on its Southern tip), in the 
revenue limits of village Dhamapur and it is with this village of Dhamapur 
that I identify Sahammapura of this copperplate. The relevant portion of 
this inscription reproduced above with its transliteration and its translation 
in English shows that the village Neruragriima as well as the villages Balavalli
griima and Sahamyapura or Dhiimiipura were on the banks of the river 
u Vilige ". It says on the banks and not on the same bank. The villages 
Neruragrlima and Balavalligriima are on the southern bank of this river and 
Sahamyapura or Dhiimiipura on the northern bank of the river "Vilige ", 
This also leads to another identification and it is of the river " Vilige " with 
the present river Karli which after passing through Balavalligrama on the 
south bank and Saharnyapura or Dhiimapura on the north bank and several 
other villages meets the sea at Deobag (Census Code No. 59 Taluka Mal wan) 
fiicing the famous port of Sindhudurg erected by Shivaji. 
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The second of the Nerur plates viz. plate No. LXXVIIJ (issued in the 
year 710-11 A. D.) mentions the village Hikulambha lying between Kumara 
and Pura villages all three from Iridige vi~aya in the Mahasaptama are 
neither identified by J. M. fleet nor by the present humble writer. This 
copper-plate also relates to the grant of village Hikulambha to eight 
Brlihmai;ias who were well acquainted with the Vedas and Vedllngas. 

The third of the Nerur plates viz. plate No. LXXIX ( which does not 
give the year of its issue ) mentions the village of Malavur but gives no 

delimitations of the village nor does it refer to Iridige vi~aya or to Mahii· 
saptama. This undated copperplate also is an inscription giving the village 

Malavur to Sarvilditya Dik~ita of Kaui;i<;linya gotra and the sons of Bammlp~a. 
svami in recognition of his studies in Vedas and Vediingas. Since the place
names are not identified i have not given the transliteration of the relevant 
texts thereof. 

According to the tenets of the historical geography that we have 
adopted we will have to give a map of South Konkan as a starting point. 

Since the earliest concrete evidence so far available on the subject is the first 
of the Nerur plates of 700-1 A. D. this will be the first map of South Konkan 
as it appeared in the days of Western Cillukyas. This map. I would say, 
will also be for the vast yet unexplored period earlier to that of 704-5 A. D. 
An attempt, therefore, is made to incorporate in it whatever data is available 

from the history of the neighbouring kingdoms which have had direct or 
indirect bearing on South Konkan. 

The inscriptional evidence next to that of the Cilukyas of Kalynoi is 
that of the • Siliihiiras of the South Konkan, earlier the vassals of the 
Ra~~rakiitas who established their kingdom and ruled from Malkhed on 
extirpating the Western Cillukyas. The Rii~~rakiitas, as is well known, were 
themselves the vassals of the Western Ciilukyas but as it frequently happens 
in Indian history vas&als often aspire to become kings vanquishing their 
immediate masters. 

The first copperplate of the Sitabiiras of South Konkan so far availa· 
ble is issued in the year 988 A. D. (Saka 910 or dated 18-10-988) by King 
Avasara, the Second.al 

The object of this copperplate known as Pattai;ikudi Tilmrapata is to 
appease the King Avasara ( 895 · 920 Saka) by offering him 40 dinaras at the 

time of Avasara's Piidapiija (worship of the foot of a revered person). This 
Piidapiijii was performed by Nagarasre~tbl and Adityavarma so as to retain 

lhcir hereditary rights in Kiiijala and Pulice villages. The villages of KifiJallt 
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and Pulice are not conclusively identified as there are three villages having 
Kiiijala as its name in Khed and Sangameshwar talukas of the present 
Ratnagiri district, and is not readily identifiable amongst the present names 
of villages in Ratnagiri district. This copperplate, however, gives us a 
valuable information in that the alleged capital of the South Konkan 
Siliiharas viz. Balirtana or l\hiirepa~ai:i in Ratnagiri district was founded 
by Dhammicara the second, King of the South Konkan Sililh'!iras, who ruled 
from 785 A. D. to 820 A. D.32 

The second copperplate of the South Konkan Sililhiiras is issued in 
the reign of Rattarlija ( 955-1024 Sake) announcing the grant of Ku~mai;i<;fl, 
Asanavira and Vandangula villages to his preceptor for the upkeep of the 
temple of Avdvara and for the maintenance of the hermits and pupils 
coming to that temple. This copperplate also appears to have been issued 

from Kharcpa~ai:i. This is also known as Rattaraja's Khiirepii~ai:i copper
plate. This copperplate is issued in the Sake year 930 and in A. D· 1008 
( 22-5-1008 ). 3~ The villages Ku~mai:i~li and Asanavira are not identified 
by Dr. Mirashi whereas he holds Vandangula to be present Vengurle. 

The third and the last of the copperplates of the South Konkan 
Sil!lhiiras so far discovered is also issued by Rattaraja in the year S'.lka 932 
and A. D. 1010 ( 24-12-1010) from Khiirepa\aQ. This copperplate is also 
referred to as Rattaraja's Dalipattan ( Kharcpii~ai:i) copperplate. The object 
of this copperplate is to announce the grant of Vaingai:ia-K~etra (the soil 
giving summer and rain-crops) from the village Kalvala (the present village 
or Hadi which is to this date referred to as Hadi-Kalawah); this village is 
now situated in Malvan taluka of Ratnagiri dislrict. (Census Code No. 27, 
Taluka Malwan ). This village is granted to Sankamaica a pious Brahmai:ia. 
This copperplate also mentions the grant of an areca-nut garden from the 
village Palaure to the same person.35 To my mind, this Palaure 
appears to be the present village of Parule in the present Vengurla taluka of 

Ratnagiri district (Census Code No. 1 Taluka Veogurla ), which has 
numerous areca-nut gardens on the sea-side. 

It will thus be clear that all the three copperplates issued by the South 
Koakan Silaharas were found at Kharcpiitai:i which gives credence to the fact 
that these were issued from Khiirepii!ar:i proper that being the seat of 
power. These copperplates do not mention the administrative unit called 
11 Vi~aya" although these· copperplates mention villages from far and wide 
ranges such as Kalviila and Vadangula in the extreme south and Kiiijala 
which lies to the extreme north even if Kiiijala is held to be from Sangame

shwar taluka. This shows that all the region over which the South Konkaq 
A.li.-a5 
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Siliihiiras ruled was cen1ratly administered. The placements of these vlllages 
also give us the expanse of the domain of the South Konkan Silaharas, viz. 
from the northern bank of Terekbol approximately to the course of Savitri 
river which now divides Ratnagiri district on the northern tip from Kolaba 
recently renamed as Raigad.88 This ca1is for a second map giving the area 
ruled by South Konkan Silahiiras. 

Next in sequence come the two copperplates issued by the ~iliihiiras 
of North Konkan in the years Saka 1016 and A. D. 1095 ( 9-1-1095) and Saka 
1061 and A. D 1139 ( 9-12-1139) by Anantadeva the first and Vikramliditya 
respectively. The first of the two copp:!rplates was issued from Khiirepaiai;i 
and the second from Panhala (the present Panhale-Kazi village from Dapoli 
taluka, District Ratnaglri Census Code No. 1.25 where the Director of 
Maharashtra Archives has excavated a few caves in the years 1972-73 with 
the said copperplate as the clue). The third inscription of this period is on a 
pillar inr.talled at Chiplun in which it was announced by Mallikiirjuna, 
the North Konkan Silahiiras King that he has appointed Siipacii as the 
Da1;19adhipati ( administartor) of Panalece·nagara or of PraQiilaka-vi~aya. 
The date of this engraving is Saka 1078 and A. D. 1156 ( 24-4-1156). It will 
be clear from the first date of North Konkan Silahara inscription issued by 
Anantadeva in A. D. 1095 that somewhere in early 11th century the South 
Konkan Silaharas came to an end and the North Konkan Si!ahiiras came 
in occupation of Khiirepa~ai;t. Subsequently around A. D. 1139 they appear 
to have established Panhale as the new Vi~aya headquarters for the adminis· 
trative convenience in ruling their territory extending from Puri to 
Kharepatai;i.a1 

The copperplate issued by Anantadeva the first announces exemption 
to Mahapradhana Bhamanakoi;i9i and Dhanabhako.Q.<;li of Kharepiitar;i from 
taxes whenever they happen 10 visit the ports of Sthiinaka, Nagapura and 
Siirparaka whereas the copperplate issued by Vikramiiditya announces the 
grant of Kherdi (the present village of Kherdi in Dapoli taluka - Census 
Code No. 35) from Prai;ialaka Vi~aya to RudrabhaHopiidhyaya the priest. 
This gives us adequate material for a third map for the reign of North 
Kooken Silaharas over South Konkan. The next copperplate which relates 
to South Konkan is issued by the King Bhoja, the Second of the Kolbapur 
branch of the Silaharas in the year• Saka 1113 and A. D. 1191 ( 27-6-1191 ) 
announcing therein the grant of village Kasheli situated in Altavira vi~aya 
for the maintenance of the twelve Brahmins. The villages Kasheli and 
Attavira are the present villages of Kasheli and Adivare. (Census Code No. 
91. Taluka RaJapur ),8s It will be observed that there are ~uite a few 
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villages which have retained their names despite Kherdi an interval of 
several centuries such as Neruragrarna and now Kasheli. 

Incidentally, it may be stated that each of the Sitahi!ra branches estab
lished its own headquarters of the vi~aya viz. Kharepata1,1, Prai;talaka and 
Attavir. Pra1,1alaka was convenient to the North Konkan SiHiharas being 
closer to Puri and Attavir to Padmanala Durga that is the present fort of 
Panhale near Kolhapur city being closer to the territory ruled by Kolhapur 
Siliihiiras. 

The last of the Silahiira document which has a bearing on the South 
Konkan is the deed of land grant from village Kutapur and one silver 
coin from each of the villages in that region in favour of Govinda 
Bhanavardhana on the occasion of the eclipse of the Sun. The village 
Kutapur is not identified by Dr. Mirashi who only says that since both 
Kasheli and Kutapur copperplates were found with the same Brahmin 
Kutapur also must have been situated in Rajapur taluka. This copperplate, 
however, mentions that the village " Kutapur" is situated between the two 
rivers having their source in "Manchalgiri" and " Marichgiri" the Sahyadri 
mountain ranges. The Kutapur copperplate was also issued by Bhojariija the 
Second in Saka 1113 i.e. A. D. 1191 ( 18-12-1191 ). 

This narration brings to an end the inscriptional evidence on South 
Konkan so for available from the annals of the western Ciilukya and the 
three known branches of the Silaharas who were the vassals of the 
Rii~~raku~as who ruled from Malkhcd. 
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The total number of villages, rivers, hills (inclusive of both the identi· 
fied and unidentified ) referred to in the inscriptional and numismatic 
evidence of South Konkan ( based on only the Indian sources ) used in this 
article. 

Villages: 

( l ) Nerurgram ( 2) Baldwalligram ( 3) Sabamyapura. 
(Copperplate of Calukyas-700-1 A. D ). 

( 4) Hikulamba ( 5) Kumar ( 6) Pur. 
( Copperplate Cii.lukyas of - 710 - 11 A. D ). 

( 7) Malavur (Copperplate of Cii.lukyas - Undated). 

( 8) Balipattan ( 9) Kinjal ( 10) Pulis. 
(Copperplate of South Konkan Silahiiras - 988 A. D ). 

( 11 ) Kushmandi ( 12) Asanveer ( 13) Vadangal ( 14) Karparnigram 
( 15 ) Garahan ( I 6 ) Stamangoron. 

(Copperplate of South Konkan Sillihllras - 1008 A. D ). 

( 17) Manigram ( 18) Yaparvat ( 19) Sachandakapitbba (20) Devalaxmi 
( 21) Sayapatli. 

(Copperplate of South Konkan Silabaras - 1000 A. D). 

( 22 ) Kalwal ( 23 ) Palausc. 
(Copperplate of South Konkan Silah'llras - 1010 A. D ), 

( 24) Hewli (Numismatic evidence of 1088 A. D). 

( 25) Balipattan (Copperplate of North Konkan Siliih«raa - 1094 A. D ). 

( 26) Khaireli ( 27) Karanjanigram ( 28) Talsargram ( 29) Hadratbhar 
gram ( 30) Uchbapgram. 

(Copperplate of North Konkan Siliibaras - 1139 A. D ). 

( 31 ) Pra~iilaka (Pillar inscribed on - found at Chiplun of North Konkan 
Silihliras - 1156 A. D ). 
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( 32 ) Kasheli ( 33 ) Attavir ( Copperplate of Kolbapur ~iliihllras 
1191 A. D ). 

( 34 ) Kutapur (Copperplate of Kolhapur Siliihiiras - 1191 A. D ). 

Rivers: 

( 1 ) Vilige river (Copperplate of Calukyas - 700-1 A. D ). 
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( 2) Ket Nadi ( 3) Ketkinadi (Copperplate of North Konkan Siliihiiras 
1139 A. D ). 

( 4) A river issuing from Manchalgiri ( 5 ) A river named Ganga issuing 
from Marichgiri - both merging into the sea. These two rivers are 
mentioned while describing the situation of the village Kutapur referred 
to at Serial No. 34 JUSt above. 

(Copperplate of Kolhapur Siliiharas -1191 A. D ). 

Hills: 

( i ) Bhargdeo Teledi (Copperplate of South Konkan Siliihliras - 1008 A. D ). 

( i ) Machalgiri ( ii ) Marichgiri 
(Copperplate of Kolhapur Silibiiras - I 191 A. D ). 

Villages : Rivers and Hills identified. 
( Shown by Green, Blue and Black dots respectively ). 

( I ) Balawalligoam = ~ 
( 2 ) Nerurgoam if~ ~ ~~~ 
( 3 ) Sabamyapura 'CQJil'l{ (This alone is my humble 

( 4 ) Balipattan -
( 5 ) Vadongul 
( 6 ) Kalwal -
( 7 ) Kasheli -
( 8 ) Attavir 
( 9 ) Palaure = 
( 10) Khairdi -
( 11 ) Karanjanigram -
( 12 ) Talsurgram -
( 13) Prahalale 

attempt of identification) 

~ZUI 
~~ 
Hadi,~-~~ 

cril'an 
snrncif 
ms 
~ 
Cfitmaft 
~ 
~~ 

Rivers (Only one is identified by me. ) 

( i ) Vilige river = 'Jfi~'1i0 Natural boarders between Malwan and 
Kudal Talukas, 

Hills: 

( i) JiliiliiSlf\{t = ill"i!lfiiS ifJCff'ifT UJIJ{t ttl~~ &rat ~ 1111~ 
~~. . 



WORDS AND IMAGE IN REFERENCE TO TECHNIQUE 
IN INDIAN ART 

V. S. PATHAK and R. N. MISRA 

The problem of data retrieval in respect of techniques in ancient 
Indian art-process is beset with many problems. In the first place, the detail& 
preserved in ancient texts are often not verifiable, and when subjected to 
actual tests, they do not stand scrutiny. The metallurgical process described 
in the .Artlla,iistra of K au~ilya is a case in point.1 Quite often, the lack 
of verifiability of the items of information stems from the fact that the 
term used in connection have undergone changes in their meaning, or even a 
whole range of an alternative, popular terminology got developed among the 
practitioners :9 a terminology which often does not co-relate with the 
ancient textual sources, This tends to seemingly dichotomise words and 
their imports instead of synthesising them. In the situation, the reconstruc· 
tion of techniques of ancient craftsmen may necessarily require a two-fold 
investigation namely: (a) technological examination wherever this may be 
possible or applicable, and ( b) analogy of the present day craft tradition 
that has survived.3 A number of alternate possiblities that are likely to 
emerge from such exercise may have to be culturally explained within the 
moulds of the " literate " and " oral " traditions. All the same, this exercise 
may also require analysis of the crucial terms regarding •techniques' in a 
historical perspective particularly in respect of their •• usages", notwith
standing the fact that their origins may have melted and fused with antiquity 
itself. For interpretations, we may have to begin at the very beginning 
and traverse back and forth in lime, t:,-ing ourselves with the passages where 
such words may be occurring and revealing themselves in different imports. 

" Technique" per se is differently understood aud conveyed in different 
contexts, Even so, it does not seem to have been limited to merely 
u artificing" in its primary sense. Ancient texts are replete with usages of 
terms where work of art is undeutood as a rupa ( form) contrived into a 
structure even as it represents technical aplomb. The idea may bee onveyed 
better with the aid of the nirvacana style of the nirulclas in order to bring out 
the significance of key words and their meanings both covert and overt.4 The 
crucial words and roots enumerated here consist of citra, riipa, kiiru and silpa 
which are nouns and " pis ", '' han " and ·• kris " which are roots. These 
are significant because they are contextual to art activity whether in stone 
9r metal or in wood, terracotta and paintings. These words and tbe~r 
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implications may be understood in reference to their etymology and usages. 
For instance, see the IJ,gveda ( X. J 91. 1 ) 

Vi~riuryonin1 kalpayatu Tva~~a rupat1i pin1fotu I 
asincantu Prajapatir·dhata garbha1h dadhatu. te /I 

The roots pims and sic occur here in association of " carving" or 
" fashioning" of an object as well as with the process of procreation.11 The 
development of foetus in the womb is likened to the formation of an 
image (in the mould). The idea is repeated in the Mahabharata (XIV. 18. 8) 
as follows: 

yatltO. lti lauhaniqyando ni~kto bimhavigraliam / 
upaiti tadvajjanihi garbhe jivapravesanam II 

"You should knowJthat (the assumption of human form [ bimba]) by a jiva 
entering into a womb is like the transformation of liquid copper into an 
image when poured (in the mould)." The Caraka-sa1iihita is more graphic 
in its description of the same theme :- jarayujanam ar;i<fajO.nain ca prariinam 
ete grabhakara bhava yo1h yan1 yonimo:padyante tasyam taSlJatn yonau tatha 
t,atha rupa bhavanti; yatha kanaka -rajata-trwpu-sisakii.ny asi'iicyamanani 
telfU tequ madhucch.i~~a-vigrahequ tani tani yada manu.~ya-bimbam O.padyante, 
tatha manu~yavigraheria jayante. 

The development of foetus in the womb and formation of image in a 
mould are compared inalienably here. Pimsa is from the root pis, " to 
fashion ", and is also comparable to old Persirn ni·pis " to write "; Latin 
pingire, "to embroider", or" to paint"; Lithuanian piesti "to sketch", and 
Greek paikelos, "to colour". The root pis actually occurs in the ]Jgveda 
in this sense ; see, for instance : Camasiin api1i18at : " he fashioned a 
drinking vessel ", Likewise, the root sic, " to pour", is connected with the 
casting of object, which sense is conveyc:d many times where the forms of 
this root occur in the Vedic texts. For instance, the .Atharvaveda (XI. 10-12) 
mentions the casting of thunderbolt by Bfhaspati (of Aligiras race). The 
root sic independently or with prefixes notably " ni" and " a " indicates 
11 casting". Hence siktha, silctlialca and Pali sitthaka : all variants of sikta, 
a past participle of root sic· which came to denote a bee-wax mould. Even
tually, the word travelled into Syrian and Aramaic languages where it became 
a regular term for " mould " (to manufacture coins) and ultimately returned 
home after a millennium in the form known as sikka ( i. e. coin ). 

Connotation of the other words may similarly be explained underscoring 
their implications pertaining to technique. The roots kar~ .. to drag " or " to 
furrow "; the root ha'f', " to strike "i ~h~ root rup, " to break, to pierce", 

~do -31.i 
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or •• to scratch ", and the root likh. " to draw, to scratch". are the cases in 
point. Their aesthetic associations, coupled with the aspects of technique, 
cannot but be emphasised. See for instance, the Lankavatara Sutra 8 

which reads : Sattvanan1 lcar¥i1J-arth0.ya raiigaiscitram vifcalpyate, i, e." varie
gation in colour was introduced into citra for the " drawing " ( kar~1),0.rth0.ya ) 
of the sattva, "essence". The context and the use of the word lcarl!(J in 
reference to citra '' painting " and 1·anga " variegation ", is significant. it is 
asserted here that cifra does not exist either on pa~a or bhitti ; colour 
stays not in the p<itra or bhajana ; citra on the other band rests indeed in 
waves of citta (or 111anas ). The full verse is quoted here as follows7 : 

udadheryatlta taranga hi darpa1J-6 supine yntha / 
drsyanti yugapatkate tatha cittari1 svagocare II 115 
............................................................ 
rail.ge na vidyate citrain na bhumau na ca bhajane I 
satt·vanan1 Tcarl}a:t;iarthii.ya rangaiscitram vikalpyate II 118 

We pass on to the root /tan now, yet another key word of significance 
regarding technique. The semantic development of the root /tan with prefix 
''. a" ( i. e. ilhan) is crucial lo the understanding of the point of "imprint
ing" the design. Significantly, an old Persian inscription refers to the iijata 
( moulded) brick. Ajata which is a participle of " ii" + root "jan" is same 
as " a " + root " Tian " which forms into participle ii.har.a. The word iihana 
occurs in the lJ,g'Veda in association of the process of creating forms and 
procreating a child. See, the lfgveda ( V. 42. 18 ) which refers to iihana 
creating form ( riipa) in the womb of daughter - ahana duhitur 'Vakl!Qt&iisu 
rupabhinii.no; the word ·vakl}a'IJ.a means" womb" as in 11 garbhamata sudhitatii 
vak~tilisu ( RV. X. 27. 16 ) . Here, ahana clearly stands for a receptacle 
where ·content develops : a womb where foetus assumes form. The analogy 
of "womb and mould" in association of the word ahana signifies the 
concept of mould, and following its import it may be said that•• wherever in 
the .Sgveda the word <Zhata is used in the context of fashioning an object, 
it may signify moulded or. cast object. "e 

We pass on to rii.pa now, a word of limitless aesthetic significance. 
The word rupa is derived from root rup, " to break '', " to pierce " or " to 
scratch". Karl Brugmann enumerates its cogntltes in lndo-Germanic 
laoguage. 9 In the ~gveda, the word retains the old association'' tearing" or 
"breaking" even as the text sometimes instils in it a new meaning of a 
''design" or" form". Sometimes, rupa also occurs in collocation of root 
mi "to kill" ( Ijgveda r. 33. 31; I. 95. 8; v. 42. 13 etc.) where killing merely 
consists in '' scratching •', " carving" or " beating into shape ". But in 
many other ~gvedic verses association of rupa with killing is totally absent 
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and it signifies "shining form". For instance the I,lgveda I. 95. 8 refers 
to the " shining form " ( tel}iim rupmit) of a big-bellied pot ( budhna) where 
burnishing of the pot may be intended. Yet another meaning of rupa in the 
sense of "charming " is connected witil the root rup, " to charm ". The 
concept of rupa is ••transformed", but everytime while qualifying a sculpture, 
or a painting or a wood-work or metal work, rfipa is only bhiiva·rupa 
comprehended in terms of pratiti, anubhiiva, chaya, riiga, asakti, kama in as 
subtle a form as '"moon is reflected in water -jale candramasant yatha. 
The simile is used in the .Apariijita Pricchii10 but its antiquity is Vedic. We 
will return to it later. 

Keeping ourself to explaining techniques and processes in art, we pass 
on to another ~et of words closely interconnected, namely tak11, talc~n and 
tatakl!fl, all in relation to kiiru. Of these words, karu is derived from the 
root kri. " to make" or " to fashion ". The root tak11, '' to make" or " to 
fashion ", is similarly explained. The derivatives from these roots are used 
in a wide context of " artificing " and the process involves botb the wisdom 
and skill of actions and wisdom and skill of ideas.11 Thus, the I,lgvedo. 
J. 130. 6 has it as follows - aha1ii tal}~61;a vandhura1it paryakami hrdii matim, 
or RV ( X. I 19. 5): "I have composed this song as a carpenter makes a 
chariot'•, or the I,lgveda ( V. 2. 11) rathan1 na dhiram svapa atak1Jcui1 or the 
l,lgveda ( V. 3. 38) abhita11!ena didhaya manil!iim, meaning " brightening 
up the song the way carpenter makes a piece of wood shine : by scraping it ". 
At one place, Gho~a. the only female poet of the Vedas, says ( RV. X. 
39. 14) " Oh Asvins, I have composed this song for thee in the way in which 
Bhrgus fashion the chariot. " This analogy identifies the Bhrgus, a Vedic 
tribe, with the ~bhus who also made chariots anJ are seen obtaining divine 
status. The ~bhus were great artificers described as suliasUi~" deft-handed". 
~bhus, on their part, learned their skill from Tva~tr who was the greatest 
craftsman of Vedic imagination.18 

The word Tva~~r is derived from a rare root tvakl!, identical in mean· 
ing with the common root takq and, by contexts, Tva~~r appears to mean 
11 Fashioner" or" Artificer"· The same verb tak11, "to fashion•', is gene• 
rally used in reference to the manual skill of the ~bhus as to that of Tvam. 
Tva~tr is described as a skilful workman (RV. I. 85. 9; III. 54. 12) : he 
makes crafty contrivances (RV. X. 5. 3-9 ), fashions the vajra of Indra, or 
sharpens the iron-axe of Brahmal}aspati; forms a new cup for Asures and 
gods. He is suhasta, supatii and sugabhasU, all the terms referring to the 
dexterity of band. 18 References, here adduced, are significant, for they refer 
to working on wood from which sculptural art and its techinques of working 
were eventually derived. When this transformation happened the vardhalci 
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came to be known as laila-vardhald and dam-karma was transformed into 
laila-karma. 

We now pass on to the word citra to be able to briefly emphasise not 
only its etymology and semantics, but also the concept which they signify 
besides interpreting the aspects of manual techniques suggested in it. 

The word citra is derived from the root cit, "to become visible, obvious, 
manifest, to stand out'', and the word is specially significant in view of its 

implications in regard to pratima or pratimii. lakl!lltuJ; says the Vi~
dharmottara :i:i 

citrasutra1ii na janati yas tu samyannaradhipa / 
pratimatak11atimh vettum na fokJta'li1 tena lcarhicit II 

In the textual tradition citra is a vratikrti, ' 1 image "• made of any of 
the media like terracotta, stone, wood, metal, or painting. The different 
early usages of lbe term convey its four different etymological connotations 
consisting in a chronological order, of alekha, saqalikaratia (variegated), 
pralcasana ( effulgence ), and sambodha, " identity ". In addition, Yiiska 
explains citra as cayana or pujaniya, " worshipful•'. Citra signifies all or 
one of these implications depending on its usage. For instance : "idan1 
8re11~ha1h jyoti110 jyoti riigiiccitrapralceto ajani11~a bin1ba ", }Jgveda ( I. 113. I). 
U~as is born of light, hence she is citra-praketa : pralceta here means 
" instrinsic glow •• and citra is " effulgence ". Oitra also qualifies Arka 
(Sun) or dhi, ''light bearing image", In these contexts, as in many other, 
citra is primarily explained as an 11 effulgent glow " which is moving rather 
than stationary. But let the discussion of citra rest here for the time being. 
We will return to it later. 

III 

We made a remark in the beginning that the key-words defining 
techniques seem now to be part of the antiquity, having melted and fused 
with antiquity itself. And arter having made that remark, we proceeded 10 

briefly discuss the origins, etymology and semantics of some of these words; 

This was done on purpose to emphasise that intrinsic content of the words 
exemplifies techniques. Technology must have been, and in fact it was, io 
an incipient stage, whether in the Bronze age going back to the 2700 B. C. 
or at the beginning of Iron Age ( c. 1000 B. C. onwards). The technological 
achievement involved manufacture of copper or iron tools in which chisels, 
useful for carving, occur from the Chalcolithic time.14 In the early histori
cal time ( c. 4th century B. C.) chisels assumed different shapes, and included 
'hose with rectangular and square sections. This is also time when chisel 
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finds mention in literature. For instance, the root ~aki is mentioned in the 
Dhatupa~ha of Pai:iini and is elaborately commented upon by Grammarians 
like K~lrasvamin and others. In the Sanskrit literature and Apabhram~o. it 
occurs in a number of meanings, the most important being 'chisel' or an 
implement for breaking stone, cutting trees; an instrument for punching 
coins, a die, a weight and a coin.16 Hegde, who has carried out metallo
graphic examinations and hardness tests on metal samples including chisels, 
has shown that these samples had enormous strength to cut rock, and fashion 
as stupendous end magnificent monuments as the Kailiisa at Ellora.11 The 
tools depended, as Hegde says, on ''painstaking and laborious smithing 
techniques '', which conrinued to exist tiJI the advent of the British here.17 

Studies, like the one carried out by Hegde immensely help in explaining the 
technological experiments and skill, and the bearing they have on the 
aspects of techniques in relation to Indian art, particularly sculpture and 
architecture. 

IV 

Even as we try to understand aspects of technique io Indian art 
through whatever kind of investigation, a word of caution may seem neces
sary. In ludieo definiLion of art whether in ils restricted or wider sense, 
technique does not seem to have always been treated as ,. consequential ". 
It was in fact taken for granted, as far es its manual part was concerned. 
Time and again ancient texts on aesthetics emphasise symbolism of images in 
terms of " experience " ( pratiti) bhava, anubhava, chiiyii and salialcara. 
This point is significant because it is consistent and conspicuous by its 
repeated occurrence. Rupa is not the material form but bhcfoarupa. Jn the 
.Aparajila Prccha ( p. 224) we have: 

patyanti bhavarupait ca ;jale candramasam yatha / 
tadvaccitramaya1h sarvan1 pasyanti brahmavadina~ /{ 

This means that rupa is reflected in citra as moon is reflected in water. 

The import here rests on implication, not so much on skill; and the 
.. water-moon" simile is both comprehensive and persistent, for what is 
reflected in citra is limitless and yet encompassing the three lokas, the cara, 
the acara, gods, angels, titans, or whatever is stationary and whatever that 
moves, trees,· creepers, sees, mountains, continents, in fact everything and 
anything imaginable or perceived; hence : 

iiifoam visvavatarat ca tuaniidyantas ca sa1i1bltavet / 

iidicit1'amaya-n, sarvam pasyanti brahmavadina~ I/ 
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Despite encompassing visva, 'world•, or 1Jisvavatara, cidra is but a reflection 
of the citramula. The idea is subtly conveyed in the citrasutra of ViBiiu
dharmottara, as follows :-

at,a~ parani pravakwami citrasutra1ii tavanagha / 
Urvasi-srjata1h purvmii citrasutra1i1 nrp<i.tmaja fl 
N0.1·aym;iena munina lokanani hitatcamyaya / 
c praptana1il) vanconart!iaya devastritiam mahanagha II 
sahakara-rasam orhya urvya cakre 1xzrastriyam I 
citreiia sa tato jata rupayukta varapsara fl 

The passage distinguishes between citramula and citra and explains 
the origin of citra with the help of the metaphors of UrvasI and Apsaril. 
It says that, ' for the fulfilment of the fantasy ( pravancana) of the Sura
sundari ( devastrit1ii1il) and for the welfare of loka, the sage Nlirliyai;ia created 
Urva~i in the form of citrasutra. This he did by drawing a profile of women 
with the juice of mangoes which profile turned into apsara, fully endowed 
with 1·upa ( cit1·etia sa tato jata rupayukta varapsara ). 

Apsarii and Urvasl both represent the same simile of beauty reflected 
in the manner of" jale candramasa7ii yatha "· Urvasi is citrasutra here, 
while Apsarii is only citra, they both typify light (jyoti) incarnated in a 
distinct corporeality whether in words or in image. This ''incarnated light" 
is the citramula while citra alone in its more mundane and worldly form is 
a prati-bimba of" light incarnate ". One is adar&a, " ideal", and the other 
is chaya: "iidarfa pratirupa~ chiiyiiyii,1i1 dvitiya~ ", all explained in reference 
to the catch phrase- "jale candramasa1;1 yatlia ", which is the same as
apsutva Somam : •• Soma in the Apsa " in the Jtgveda ( IX. 79. 4 ), or as in a 
Tibetan legend of the first figure of the Buddha drawn by artists from his 
reflection in water.1° The story is repeated in the Avadana of Rudrilyai;ia, 
where the Buddha is said to have cast his image on a pa~a and asked the 
artist to colour it- "chaya utsr~~ii uktafoa rangai~ purayat •'. 

Or see what Utpa1a says : 

nirupadiinasambharamubhittiiveva tanvate I 
jagaccitrrui1 namastasmai kaliiniithaya 'iiUne 11 

( Kavyaprakiisa, IV. 57, p. 15~ ) 

The verse extols Siva, the master-craftsman, who by the dint of his 
excellence creates a cilra of the jagat "universe", without the aid of any 
uplldiina, (an~ merely by chaya). 
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In these verses, as in others, it is not the technique, but the reflection 
of rupa in terms of its chaya, which is supposed to endow the work of art 
the quality of art. The idea is emphasised time and again by Kuntaka, 
Rudra, Rupa Goswamy, Vi~vaoatha and Abhinavagupta. Kuntaka says: 
Chayamatrama?J.ikrtasmasu ma'l)eTflsmati-amevocita1i121 i. e. chaya is the 
attribute whose presence turns a mere stone into a ma~i. Kuntaka does not 
stop there. He picks up a whole range of aesthetic experience right from the 
point of its revelation in a corner of the citra; to its inspired transportation 
achieved by its rendering into a work of art. In this total process, emphasis 
is not on technique but on experience, and its transformation into a material 
form. Experience involves a revelation in the citta; revelation stems from 
pratibha; cltaya lies not in technique but in pratibha. According to 
Abhinavagupta, the" effulgent light " symbolising bhava is chaya, and its 
introduction in the material object (in any medium) creates riipa (form ) so 
that chO.ya also symbolises materialisation of beauty that stems in heart out 
of the kO.ma of subconscious : pratiyamanabhiivacchaya antarmadanodbha.va-
hrdaya-saundarua-riipCi ...... ss 

Thus, applied to such elevating psyche of rupa, citra and chaya, the 
levels of technique applicable to art have to find other avenues of enquiry 
and in concluding this paper, we may briefly dwell upon these. 

v 

Ancient aestheticians postulate technique at their conceptual level 
focal to the creative process. In this, the manual skill is taken for granted. 
Their discussions cover ideational ground and relate to the pratibh.a of artist. 
Thereby, techniques are described as consistiag of anusandhiina, anukaratia 
and anyathiikaraf)a, which are supposed to be basic to the modes of project
ing what is intended for communication, These relate in equal measure to 
artist who •creates• and to the sarnajika who appreciates or witnesses. A 
whole range of " cultural consciousness •' is involved in these profound 
concepts and they depend on the dexterity of mind and experience. 

According to BhaHa Lollata, anusandhO.na relates to rendering of the 
quality or role or sthiiyi bhava (or in 01 her words-millctprakrti) into someone 
( or something) which may create the impression ( pratiti ) of mula-prakrti 
without being it.93 It is necessary to understand here, that such impression 
is not conveyed by bhrama. As Mammata says, it is the anusandhiina of 
tadrupata, or in other words " simulation or identity " where " identity is 
different from impositions. uu Such impression of identity between the 
miltaprakrti and its mundane counterpart works at two lev~ls : In the ~riii;~ 
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it stems from his skill. training and experience, and in the aamajika, 
•· witness ", it stems from bis empathy ( aahrdayata ). 

In regard to creative proce~o;, Saiikuka regards anulcaraiia as following 
anusandltana: vibhavadaya ka·vuabalat anusandhiyate.2G Anulcaratm is not 
merely an" emulation", on the other hand. it is the suggestion which trans· 
ports. Abhinavagupta defines anukara~a in terms of amwyavasaya.28 Bharata 
and Sankuka explain it as vyapara (function) of the creative artist which 
leads to rasasvada.27 That anukarat1.a is not merely a copy is explained by 
Sailkuka through the metaphor of "citraturaga·nyiiya " which means that 
the painting of a horse in a frame creates impression of the horse's presence 
there even if the real horse is missing and we know it. The identity ( pratiti) 
following from such a situation is substantive even if it might not be defined 
by such conventional means of cognition as samyak, mithya, sarhsaya and 
sadrsua. Hence, in a11ukara~a. the artist creates the likeness of a form, 
even as he breaks the barriers of conventional means of identity whereby the 
form so created may convey the pratili •cognition' of the presence of the 
real, without it being there. Thus, it represents a resurgence of the object. 

The third element of the technique in art process lies in anyatha/cara'{la 
which relates to ''adding" further into the •gross'• what may not at all exist 
in reality. The concept of anyatliakara1,.1a legitimises " interpolation °, and 
gives it a perch of respectability. Anandavardhana and others have stressed 
this point time and again; see, for instance, the Dhvanyiiloka ( Third Udyota) : 
bha·van acetananapi cetanavaccetanan acetanavat, vyavaharayati yathe~~ani 
sukam~ kavye svatantrataya; or the Abhijnana Sakuntalam : yad yad sadhu 
na citre syat lcriyate tat tad anyatha. Similarly, artist and poet are regarded 
as capable of presenting universe in a different manner than it exists whereby 
atathQ.'llhita is converted into tathasthita,18 

The three 'l!IJiipara •techniques' are discussed in details by ancient 
aestheticians in relation to Tcavya, na~ya and citra. That explains the 
interdependence of art forms as also the fact that in so doing, artist 
shows his freed om whereby he transcends even the vi'.dltata • creator •. The 
Dhvanyaloka puts it as : 

apiire kiivyasa'Ti1sare kai•irelca~ Prajapatih / 
yatMJsmai rocate vi'va1n tathedam parivartate I/ 
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JAR.ASANDHA - A STUDY OF FOLKLORE MOTIF 
IN THE MAHABHARATA 

N. B. PATIL 

The birth of Jariisandba is attributed to a fruit ( mango) which drop.: 
ped from a tree, in the lap of Cai;i9akausika. Cai;i9akausika gave it to the 
king, who in his turn, gave it to his two queens. The story as it occurs in 
the Mahabha,.a1,a, Sabha Parva, 17 is as follows :-

There was a king by name Brhadratha, who ruled over Magadba •. 
He had an army of three ak~uhitiis. He was handsome and brave. His 
.body always showed the traces of sacrificial consecration and be, therefore, 
looked like Indra. He bad the sun's lustre. When angry, he was like Yama. 
He had Kubera•s wealth within. As the rays of the sun envelop the entire. 
earth, so his good qualities spread all over the world. He married the twin: 
beautiful sisters - daughters of Klisiraja. He promised equal love to both of. 
them. The king resembled an elephant sitting between two female elephants. 
The king was past his youth and in spite of a life of conjugal happiness, he 
did not beget a son from either of his wives. He had performed a number 
of putral'°me11# sacrifices, but to no purpose. Theo once be heard that an 
ascetic viz. Cai;ic;lakau~ika, son of the great brahmacori Kak~ivant Gautama, 
was sitting below a mango tree, near his capital. So Brhadratha went to 
him with both his wives and offered him all those things which ascetics need. 
The sage was pleased and asked the king to seek a boon. 

The king said, 11 What boon should I ask, when I have decided to go 
into the forest? I have no need even of the kingdom as I have no issue. 
Hearing this, Cal}Qakau~ika was disturbed and be sat for meditation below _ 
the same mango tree. Even though there was no breeze, a mango fell on 
his thigh. The sage picked it up and held it near his bosom. He charged it 
with a mantra. He then gave it to the king. He said that the mango would 
give him a son.1 The king bowed to the sage and went home. He gave the 
mango to both of his wives, as be loved them equally. Both the queens 
divided the mango in two equal parts and ate the pieces. Having eaten the 
mango, both the queens conceived. The king was very happy to know that 
both the queens were in the family way. After some months, the queens 
delivered. But they delivered two halves of a child, each having one eye, one 
arm, one leg, etc. Seeing these abnormal children both the queens were 
terribly frightened and ashamed. Both of them were unhappy and they 
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decided to throw away those two abnormal children. Their maids wrapped 
both the parts, as they would, an aborted foetus, went out of the harem and 
threw the packages on the crossroads. A ralqasi by name Jara, who subsis
ted on blood and flesh opened the packages and saw these human pieces and 
in order to carry them conveniently, placed them together. As soon as she 
palced them together, a complete human child emerged. The child was so 
heavy, that the old rak~si could not carry it. The child put its red wrist 
in the mouth and cried loudly. Its cry resembled the roaring of a water
bearing cloud. Hearing the noise, the king along with other men came 
there. Both the queens whose breasts were now heavy with milk also 
went there. Seeing the king, the rQ.lctpsi thought, that it was not good on 
her part to kill the king's child as she herself was residing in bis domain. She 
assumed human form and said to the king, "Oh Brhadratha, take back this 
son of yours, which I give to you. Your wives have given birth to this child 
on account of the boon of the Brahmin sage. The maids of the harem 
abandoned him. But I protected him. Both the daughters of Kasiraja there
after, took the child and suckled him. The king Brbadratba was very happy 
and he asked the riik~si, who had assumed now a golden human form, 
who she was. 

Jara said that she was a ralclfLSi who could assume any form at her 
will. As she was worshipped in the king's palace, she continued to stay 
there and she wanted to do a good turn to the king. When she saw both 
the parts of the king's child, she united them anJ as providence would have 
It the total child emerged. It was all the good fortune of the king and she 
was just an instrument in God's hand. So saying, she disappeared.8 The 
king took the child, went home and performed all necessary rituals of child 
birth. He ordered performance or the festival of the rak~asi in his kingdom. 
He named the son as Jarasandha after the rii.Tap.si. 

Jarasandha means joined by Jara. The child grew as the fire grows 
with oblations in form and in strength. After a few years the sage Cai;i~a
kausika again visited the domain or the king. The king went to see him 
along with his two wives and the son and worshipped him. The sage was 
pleased and said to the king that he foresaw a great future for the son. The . 
son would be surpassing all the kings in valour. Even if gods darted weapons 
at him he would not be hurt. Hi.: would shine like the sun and would 
render all the crowned kings pale. Even kings who had strong forces would 
ruin themselves like moths in the fire. He would take away the riches and 
glory of all the kings even as an ocean would take away all the rivers. Just 
as the earth holds all things, great and small and good and evil, so also t.his. 
Ji;ing would bold all the four var{las. He would himself see the god Sankara, 
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tlie Rudra, who is the death of Tripura. So saying, the sage merged in' 
other thoughts and hinted that the king should leave him. The king return
ed to rhe capital and soon enthroned his son. He then left for the forests 
with his wives. Jariisandha did conquer many kings during the life time of 
Brhadratha. 

Motif Analysis 

In this story we find a mixture of folk-lore motifs. The motif of the 
birth from a fruit is obtained quite commonly. The germ behind the motif 
is of the tree-spirit, and the oldest tale is from the Egyptian lore. In the tale 
of Bala there, the soul is said to be in blossoms and in trees.3 Likewise the 
Egyptian god Osiris is a tree spirit and his body is hidden in a tree.4 There 
is another subtle similarity between Osiris and king Jarasandha. Both are 
said to be born of two mothers, with the difference that in the case of 
Jarasandha, the mothers are human beings, imbibing the tree-spirit in the 
form of the mango. The mango stands here for the male seed. The story 
of Osiris is of zoomorphic origin, Osiris is said to be the child of two cows, 
lo one of the temple-chants, he is praised as follows:-

The bull begotten of the two cows, 
Isis and Nepthis, 
He, the progeny of two cows.6 

The birth of Jarasandha thus reverts to the motif of vegetation spirit,· 
brought in use to extol the human here. Such other instances, on the Hindu 
mythical side, are those of Vi~r:iu, Tulasl; a plant gels married to Vi~QU (or 
Kr~Qa who is incarnation of Vig1u) ritually on the second day of the bright 
half of the Kiirlika month. 

Another aspect of the tree or fruit motif in the symbolism of procrea
tion is lo be found in the Grhyasiitras, when at the PU1r1savana ritual the 
husband presses into the nostrils of the wife, the juice of the va~ leaves 
having two tiny fruits on it. The fruits here indicate the testicles, and the 
juice is the semen. lo some cases instead of sprouts with a pair of fruits, : 
we have a grain of barley. In yet another variant of the ritual, the wife has 
to eat two beans and a grain of barley or mustard.6 

In this connection, it may also be noted that there obtains a regular 
belief about the tree marriages, one such being between two Pippala trees, 
the margosa or neem tree being the witness.7 In Nepal, there is a practice 
of ritually marrying the mango tree (female) with the well in the field. 
This is said to ensure rich harvest.8 The fruit motif is also traceable in 
customs in South India, particularly in Maharashtra where a coconut is 
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given ceremoniously to all those who are supposed to receive good Juck. it 
is given to a woman when a son is desired. Another variant of this custom 
is the mutual giving of fruits and grains by women at such festivals as 
makara aankronta. The gift (called vatm in Marathi) is invariably taken in 
the flowing end of a saree {called padar in Marathi). The tree having been 
thought to have the soul came to be identified with a human being. Hence 
it is that, the plantain tree is also married in certain parts of India. The 
fruit of a tree, then, would be believed to have the miraculous power of 
•seeding'. 

The molif of the mango or rather that of the fruit may be compared 
with that in the famous tale of Gokarl)a and Dhundhumiirin from the 
Bhagavata Puratm. The story goes that a brahmin named Atmadeva had 
no issue. He worshipped gods, and performed many scrifices. Once he and 
his wife, Dhundhuli were passing through a forest and met a mendicant. 
They told him about their grief, He told them plainly that they could not 
have progeny; but ultimately having compassion on them, gave a fruit 
(species is not mentioned ).9 It was to be eaten by the wife, But the wife 
did not have any faith In the mendicant. After going home, she gave it to 
her cow. In the course of time, the cow delivered a male human being. Its 
ears, however, resembled cow's. He was hence called Gokal'J}a. 

The two parts of JarBsandha's body coming to life when joined is also 
an interesting folk·lore motif and is traceable elsewhere.10 According to the 
ancient Egyptain belief, rendered in a myth, the serpent called Deathless 
comes to life even when it is cut and its pieces are buried. The pieces are 
thererore buried separately. Similar motif is seen in this tale of Jarlisandha 
when Bhima kills him and is ultimately asked by KnJJa to throw the parts 
in opposite dlrections.u 

The motif analysis given above is scanty. But ell the same, it would 
indicate the lines or further research in the folk-lore elements of the great 
epic. Such a study would go a long way in integrating the world folk·lore 
and literature. 
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A UNIQUE WOODEN IDOL OF THE BUDDHIST GODDESS 

TARA FROM THE KAN HERi CAVES 

H. D. SANKALIA 

On the occasion of the centenary of the discovery of the eight small 
bronze Buddha figures from the Stiipa at Sapara near Bombay by Dr. 
Bhagvanlal Indraji, scholars would welcome the discovery of a wooden 
idol (PL. XXV) by the late Dr. M. G. Diksbit in front of cave No. XXXI 
at Kanheri.1 

I have no knowledge when Dr. Dikshit found the image, and where it 
is today. It is described by Dr. Dikshit in bis unpublished thesis, submit
ted to the University of Bombay, about 1939-40. 

Buddhism in Western India, as elsewhere, presents three main stages 
of development viz. Hinayana, Mahayana, and Tantrayiinii or Vajrayi1na. 
All the early caves - Bhaja, Bedsa, and even Karla, Kanheri, Nasik, Ajanta, 
with the Caitya in the principal cave, as the place for daily worship by the 
Buddhist Sangha, are Hinayana. In about the 2nd century A. D. with the 
worship of the Buddha in human form, the figures of the Buddha were 
introduced, very aften after chiselling out the earlier decorative figures. 

In the 6th century tremendous developments took place. A whole 
new Buddhist pantheon was born, with the DhyiinI Buddhas and their 
consorts. 

This was first dealt with at great length by Dr. Benoytosh Bhatta· 
charyya,2 while Alice Getty8 had slightly earlier written on the gods of 
Northern Buddhism. N. K. Bhattasali4 had illustrated many of these gods and 
goddesses from the Dacca Museum. Many interesting additions were being 
made by the excavations at Nalanda. A brief reference to this has been 
made by Dr. Hirananda Sastri in his fairly exhaustive monograph on the 
origin and cult of Tiira.G 

I. This information os well 011 tho details obout the sir.e of tho image were kindly supplied 
by Dr, K11lpona DeBOl1 Curator of the Prlnoo of Woles 1\heeum, Bomb11y. 

2. 7'!1e Indian B1iddf1ist Iconography, Co.lcutto, 1958. 

3. 'l'l1e Gods of Nortliem B11ddhiam, reprint, Munsbirom Mouohorlnl, 11178. 

4. Iconogra.pl1y of Buddhist and Jfral&ma11ical Sc11lpl11res fo el1e JJa,Jca lll'llse11m, DRco11 1 

1929, PP• 46-54. 

Ii. Memoirs of tlie Arcl1aeoloofo1Jl Sm·uey of Imlia, No. !.!O ( 1925 ). 
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While all this literature was available when I wrote on the University 
of Nalanda, lillle was known of the developments in Western India, 
though as mentioned earlier, Dr. Bhagvanlal Indra.ii bad brought to light for 
the first time the seven Manu~a Buddhas and Maitreya,6 a clear proof of 
the introduction of Vajrayiina in the Konkan. Still nothing further was 
known about the parallel development in other parts of the Deccan, 
particularly at Kanheri nearby, and Ellora, Ajanta and elsewhere, because 
the earlier writers like Burgess had either ignored these developments, or they 
were not fully aware of them. 

Hence for nearly SO years, the Vajrayiioa aspect of Ellora remained 
unknown. During the interregnum, particularly after 193 I, all the attention 
was concentrated on Mohenjodaro and Harappa, and then - after 1944 ·on 
the problem-oriented excavations ; so the research on caves receded in 
the background. Its re-emergence is mainly due to the establishment of 
regional universities, and fortunately Marathwada University took up a first 
study of the Caves at Ellora.7 Dr. R. S. Gupte, after his general study of the 
rock-cut caves in 1955, took up a detailed study of the Buddhist icono· 
graphy, as depicted in the caves at Ellora and the results have been well 
published.8 At the same time Shri R. Sen Gupta bad drawn our attention to 
the Buddhist Litany and Tara at Ellora.0 Gupte has illustrated Tara, either 
alone or with goddesses, in plates IOc, 12c, 13a, 15a, 15b. In !Sa, Tiiri 
is shown seated in padmasana on a lotus seat with her right palm in varada· 
mudra and the left in abhaya and also supporting a lotus stalk. She has 
worn a broad round necklace, Tcu1,1<f.alas, and a rich conical muku~a. Tara is 
shown to the left of Avalokitesvara and Jambbiila, seated in lalitiisana on 
a large double lotus. Unfortunately her face has been disfigured ; she has 
some resemblance, as far as the bust is concerned, to tbe wooden image 
of Tara. 

There is no doubt that Vajrayana was firmly established in Maha· 
rashtra under the Rii~~rakiitas and their feudatories, viz. the Silabiiras, and the 
~~-------------~----

6. u Aotiqunrinn Ramaioe at Bopnrn and P11d11011" JoorMl of Che Bombay Branch of 
tlie Rnyal Asiatic Socie!y, Vol. 16, 1881-82, pp. 273-328. 

7. Hllre I should mention thnt 1 had oot only planned but entrust.eel. ooe of first pupils
Shri Bengeri from H11vori . with 11 detailed 1m11lytical study of the Ellora ooves, 
And we hud speot a weok in 1939 December there. But later the Director of Archaeo• 
logy, Hydorahnd State, did not permit ue to go ahead with the projeot. 

8. Gupte, R. B. 1'11e Iconography of the B1Jdd/1ist &ulpt11res l 011res) of JffllONJ 1 

Aurang1.1bnd1 1961, 

9. Bullt.tin of tllil Prince of Wales Museum, No. 6 ( 1955-57 ), pp. 12-16, and citBB the 
represenl:.atious of Tiirii ot Ajouta Caves II, IV, XVII, Auraogabad Cove V~ ancl 
Kooheri Cove LXV I. 

+s. 38 
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Later Calukyas.'° But we have still to account for the artistic excellence or 
the wooden Tiirii. It very much resembles the Pala figures from Nalanda.11 

for instance, the Bodhisattva and Buddhas from Site No. t. Nalanda, a 
famous Buddhist University. According to Hiuen Tsang, a large figure 
of Tiirii was worshipped by kings and ministers for seven days.19 Naturalty 
numerous figures of Tara have also been found in the excavations. 

Surprisingly we have an inscription from Kanheri, published by 
Kielhorn as far back as 1884, which records that the Gomin Avigbnakara. 
a devout worshipper of Sugata ( Buddha) from Gauc;ta country. had got 
made a hall suitable for meditation during lhe reign of Amoghavar~a in Saka 
775 (A. D. 853) and his feudalory Kapardin ( H ). the Siliihiira King of 
Konkan.13 

Another grant was made by the same king, 24 years later. in Saka 
799 to the Buddhist congregation. What is important from our point of 
view is lhat the Gamin Avighnakara had come from Bengal ( Gauc;ta ). 
Hence it is more than probable that this new meditation-cum-assembly ball 
at Kanheri was adorned with the wooden figures of Tara and other divinities 
of the Vajrayiina pantheon. 

The successors of the Rii~!rakiitas. viz. the Western Calukyas of 
Kalyiii;ii, had continued this patronage. Hence we find a record of King 
Tribhuvanamalla or Vikramiiditya Vl (A. D. 1076-1126) inscribed in old 
Kannada beginning with an invocation and ending with the hope of getting 
her blessings.H 

Hence it is not at all surprising that we have a wooden figure of 
IFarii from Nalanda or Bihar-Bengal showing the characteristic Pala grace in 
her features. Particularly pleasing is the face with the half closed eyes in 
concentration. and well proportioned bust. To match these. she has worn 
large ku!Jlf.alas and a conical muku~a. All these features are in striking 
contrast to the Maitreya and seven Buddhas from Sopara nearby. as well 
as the stone sculptures from Kanheri and Ellora. In fact. the absence of this 
grace or suavity in the Sopara bronzes had been noted by Dr. Douglas 

IO. '!'his bas been wall brought to Jigb~ by Sbri M. N. Deshpande io his Nagpur 
Lactures. Vidnrblm Maodnl, Nagpur. 1081. 

ll. Arr.l1aeological Sun1ey of llldia, Anni1•Jl Report, 111'30•30 ( 1936)1 Pl. XXXUI, a- b, 

12. S. Beal, B11ddT1iat Recor~ of tlie Wc.itern World, Vol. IT, p. 115. 

13. Ioscriptioo No. 16, Indian Antiq1'-iry, 1884• pp. 131-36. Th!l'.!e ioeoriptioos were 6rsb 
published io Arcl1. Sureey, Weater11 l11dia, Vol, IV, p. 64, line 5 1md p. 70. line ~. 

H. Indian A11tiqum·y, Yo!, XI, pp. 1!15-90, 
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A Wooden Book Cover, painted at Jalore io 1260 A. D. Donors anu Worshippers. Go Deval (' ), 

Go Urla, Go Hama ( deva ) J ayatala, Nebadahi, Ramasiri. 

R. Painting from Uttaradbyayaoa Sutra witb Sukhal:odba Vrilli, 

Palm Leaf MS, dated V. S. 1352 (A. D. 12!l:i ). Collection : 

Cambay Sbantinatba Bhaodar, Cambay, MS. No. BG. 

x x x 
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Barrett.15 But J am sure he would be glad to see this beautiful wooden 
image of Tiira. 

There is another aspect of this image. Though the wooden image is 
unique in the whole of Indian figure sculpture, still it affords unimpeachable 

proof of the one·time existence of wooden architecture, and the repeated 

observations of all the early writers that the early caves - Bhaja, Bedsa, 
Karla - are indeed copies of wooden originals. 

Readers would be also interested in knowing that most of the 
earliest Greek idols, and probably many of the earliest Greek sculptural 

works (6th century B. C.) were made of wood. Since these were made 

by smoothing or polished by scraping, sut:h sacred wooden divinities of wood 

were known as 11 Xoana ".18 

15. " A Gro•Jp of Bronzes (row the Deooou '' L iilt K•1lci ~D"- 3-4. ( I056-j7 )1 Pl"' 39-Hi, 

IU. H.~pediliou 1 Vol. 241 No, :11 Spring IDB<!, p1 Ii. 



'TWO PAINTED WOODEN BOOK-COVERS OF 

A JAINA PALM-LEAF MANUSCRlPT 

UMAKANT P. SHAH 

Through the kindness of Muni Shri Sllavijayaji I had the opportunity 
to study two Jong painted wooden book-covers of a palm-leaf manuscript of 
Sro:vaka-Dharma-Prakarm;ia composed by Aciirya Jiaesvara sUri or Kharatara
gaccha, in V. S. 1313= 1256 A. D., copied along with its commentary 
composed by Upadhyaya Lak~mltilaka gat;1i in V. S. 1317=1260 A. D. The 
colophon at the end of the comm. in this manuscript is not fully available 
due to broken palm-leaves but verses nos. 16 and 17 fortunately preserved 
and deciphered are noteworthy. They tell us that in the Vikrarna year 1317 
this commentary was completed at Jiibiilipur ( Jalor in Rajasthan ) along 
with a consecration ceremony of a flagstaff (of a Jaina shrine) when king 
Ciiciga was the ruler (of Jabalipur ). The great Acarya Jindvara surf 
( aulhor of the above-noted text) was present at the ceremony. The infor· 
mation about this consecralion ceremony is supported by another reference 
to it found in the Kharatara-gaccha-brhad-Gurvavali. 1 

After verses 16 and 17 summarised above, the Prafasti contains many 
more verses giving information about the genealogy of the donors of this 
manuscript. Their other pious acts also seem to have been noted. But the 
folios are badly mutilated, 

The two long book-covers (Size : 7 ems. x 83 cm. of each cover ) of 
this manuscript are painted on both the sides, thus we have four sides in all 
giving us continuous narration, beginning from outer side of the upper cover 
(numbered here as Ja, I b, etc.), then inside of the same cover (nos. 2a, 2b. 
etc.), then the inner side of the lower cover ( 3a, 3b, etc.), and then the 
outer side of this lower cover (nos. 4a, 4b, etc. ). Important events from 
some of the previous births and the last birth of the sixteenth Jaina 
Tirthankara Santiaatha are narrated here in a consecutive order ( Pis. 
XXVl-XXIX ). For convenience of the reader we have divided the narra
tion into different scenes in different photographs, each photo showing some 
repetition of Lhe previous scene. Thus the illustrations show 34 scenes in all, 
The four sides of the two covers were not enough for these scenes and hence 
the painter had to divide some surfaces into two halves, the upper panel 
giving one scene and the lower one giving some other scene. The outer side 
of the top cover, divided by us into six photogrephs or scenes, is not divided 
-:::-. ~ : ~ _:_:;:.::_-_-,.:.-·_·.-:- :.:....·.::::.:.::;..·! ·::; .. ::..::.::.:.: ;-_ 
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into two panels, thus figures etc. are larger in scenes L-6, than in scenes 
7-29, then again we have scenes 30-34 on 4a-4b, the outer side of the lower 
cover having bigger figures and full panel. 

At the end of this whole narration of events, we find in 4e, scene 34, 
a painting of the temple of Sllntinatha on mr,unt Suvar!lagiri which is an old 
name of the hill adjacent to Jalor (and on which Kumiirapiila also erected a 
Jaina shrine). By the side or the miniature representation of the Santinii.tha 
temple (scene 34) we find miniature paintings of three laymen and three 
laywonen paying their homage to the deity in the shrine (Pl. XXX, A). 
All the scenes in these paintings have painted labels giving names of persons 
and events, either painted above or below them. The names of these male 
and female devotees given here are :-

GO. Deval ( 1 ). GO. Uda. GO. Rama( deva ). 

Jayatala. Nehadahl. Ramasirl. 

Obviously these are the donors of the manuscript as well as the 
painted book-covers. Since the manuscript or the book was completed in 
Jiiblilipur ( Jalor) and since the shrine of Santinii.tha (with worshippers) is 
labelled here as Sri Jabailpure Suvan.zagirau Sri Sa11ter-vidlticaityam, it is 
also highly probable that these are the donors not only of the manuscript 
and its book-covers but also of the consecration ceremony referred to above. 
The depiction of the Jaiua shrine at Jalor along with figures of the donors is 
significant for us because it shows that the manuscript was written and the 
book-covers were painted at Jalor itself. The date shauld be V. S. 1317 
( A. D. 1260 ), the date of completion of the commentary when some temple 
ceremony also took place. Or, the paintings of the two boards might have 
been done a few months later, commemorating the events. 

It may also be remembered that the text of this manuscript includes a 
short life Clf the Tirthankara Sanliniitha, along with an account of his 
previous births, depicted here on these book-covers. The account practically 
agrees with the one given by Acarya Hemacandra in the Trilia~~isalaka

purulj<lcaritra, and there are only a few minor changes. But the paintings 
agree with the account given in this manuscript where the account differs 
from Hcmacandra. 

The manuscript with the book.covers is preserved in the collections of 
Muni Sri Silacandn1Jl and his Guru in a Jaina collection at Ahmedabad. 

All the paintings arc fortunately well.preserved and the colours are 
bright. The colours used are simple : bright red for background, yellow 
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generally for body complexion, and shades of blue, green, red, black, pink 
and white. Paintings are drawn with thick outlines and with the use of 
angles and curves and by depicting movements of limbs of figures in various 
postures, a pleasant vivid effect is produced even without shading or 
perspective. 

The style is the style of Western Indian Jaina Miniatures with the 
farther eye extended in space and so on. This style had provenance over a 
large area, as is well known from the different finds assignable to periods 
ranging from at least c. eleventh century A. D. to c. seventeenth century A .D. 
It is but natural to expect growth of some regional sub-styles during this 
period. These paHikCis depicting the various births of Santiniitha are 
important from this point of view since they are painted in Marwad, in Jalor 
in Rajasthan, and can be safely dated in 1260-61 A. D. The paintings show a 
regional variety in the treatment of faces of males and females. The mouths 
and lips are narrow and thin and the chin and the mouth recede backwards 
or inside against the emphasised length of the pointed nose. Somewhat 
similar type is also seen in the miniatures of the Subiihu-kathii dated 1288 
A. D. , but the treatment differs from that of the faces in miniatures of the 
Sravalcapratikramavaautra-curtii painted in 1260 A. D. near Udaipur in 
Mevad, Rajasthan. The faces in paintings from Gujarat and Mevad show a 
thicker lower lip. This proves that there were regional varieties or sub-styles 
of the main style of Western Indian Miniatures. 

These Jalor paintings further remind us of treatment of various 
incidents in long panels in the undated Mahiipuratm ( in the collections of 
the Digambara Jaioa Naya Mandir, Delhi) which of course is later than 
our Jalor paHikos. 

The eyes in these book-covers are of various types : small and round, 
almond-shaped, fish·like and so on. Lines are thick and swiftly drawn. Trees 
are stylised as if they are copied from contemporary stone carvings. They 
have a white border all around the clusters of branches and leaves. Tretment 
of aoimals is realistic, especially noteworthy is the running deer in scene 7. 
Battle depictions in scenes 9 and lO show that the horses and elephants were 
covered with a sort of protective armour over the body during fight. The 
use of such armours seems to have started earlier in India as could be seen 
from a relief panel from Palitana ( Saurashtra ), now in the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, London, dating from c. eleventh century, published io the 
Journal of Indian Society of Oriental Art, New Series, Vol. I, special number 
on Western Indian Art. Such an armour for horses is known as piikhara iu 
Gujarat. Open chariots in scene 18 mny also be noted. 
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In one of his previous births, as King Megharatha, ~iintinlitha saved 
the life of a pigeon from a hawk pursuing it, by offering flesh of his own 
body weighed against the body of the pigeon. This story is the Jaina counter
part of the ancient story of King Sibi. The incident is depicted here in 
scene 20. 

For comparison with this style is illustrated here ( Pl. XXX, B) e. 
miniature painting from a palm-leaf manuscript of Uttaradhyayana sutra 
with Sukhabodhii. Vrtti, painted in V. S. 1352=A.D. 1295, now preserved in 
the Siintinatha Jaina Bha~c;Iiira, Cambay. It seems that this miniature was 
done in Rajasthan. Paintings of this age, done in Gujarat, at centres like 
Patao, show some regional variations in the treatment of human figures and 
in the types of various garments worn by them. Such matters await future 
detailed investigations. 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

1. Platea XXVI .tu XXX, A : 

Wooden Book covers, painted ab Jalor in 1260 A. D. Now lo the collectlooa of Muoi 
Sbri Silacaodraji aod bis Guru io a Jalua collection 11b Ahmedabao.l. (Photographs by 
Ramesh D. Mnlvania ). 

2, Pl11te XXX, B : Pnlotlng from Utt11rlldhy11y11011 Butra with Bukhabodbii Vftti, Palm• 
leaf MS. dnted V, S. l:J.62== A. D. 1296, Colleotioo : Sautinatb Bba.odar, Cnmbay, 
Ma. No. 86. 



SOME MEMORIAL STONES IN BOMBAY 

B. V. SHETTI 

Memorial stones are found in all parts of India through the ages. 
However, they are widely distributed in Karnataka, either singly or in 
groups. There is hardly a village that does not possess one or more such 
monuments. This was so because Kannadigas were well-known for their 
heroism which fact is corroborated by the writings of Hiuen Tsang,1 Rilja· 
Aekara2 and others. 

These memorial stones or hero·stones are known as viragals or vira• 
kals, or vira-sasadas if they commemorated the death of heroes and satikals 
in the case of heroines. They are upright slabs of stone upon the surface of 
which are horizontal bands of sculpture, sometimes with inscribed bands in 
between. The lowest band or bands of sculpture usually represents a battle 
scene in which the hero is shown fighting with his enemies. The next band 
shows him being carried to paradise after his death, and seated in the 
elysium surrounded by fair attendants waiting for his commands. The 
uppermost band contains representations of various objects of worship and 
symbols of the religion to which he was attached when living. The inscrip· 
tions record the death of the hero, which may have taken place in battle, in 
reclaiming stolen cattle ( go·grahar;za ), in self-defence against robbers or in 
protecting his territory or in protecting the honour of his women or In self
immolation. Some even record deliberate suicides. 

In the suburbs of Bombay, in the village Eksar, near Borivli, there is 
a group of six memorial stones8 and there are a number of hero-stones in 
the collection of the Prince of Wales Museum of Western India, Bombay,' 
most of which come from Karnataka. Only the important ones are discussed 
below: 

There is an interesting memorial stone (Pl. XXXf, A ) from Mantur11 

(size J SO x 76 cm. Acc. No. 136) in the Prince of Wales Museum of Western 
India, Bombay, which was first published by Henry Cousens. Mantur is a 
village about six miles to the east of Hubli, in Dharwar District. The upper 
portion of the stone bas a representation of a three-storeyed Dravidian 
temple or gopura, on each storey of which are portious of an old Kannada 
inscription. Cousens states " The uppermost line tells us that the stone
cutter, Kante, fashioned this stone. The rest of the inscription is decipher· 
~bl~ more or less, but it is not easy to make sense of it. There does no~ 
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appear to be any"other name in it, nor anything to give a clue to its meaning. 
On either side of the base of the gopura is a familiar waterpot such as we 
have found upon some of the older temples.'• 

" Beneath all this is a group of symbols, the meaning of which is not 
clear. Jo the centre is a hand mirror and around it are two conch shells, an 
elephant, two fishes, a drum, a wheel and a boar. The foot of the stone is 
carved as a lotus. The mirror may possibly be the crest of a paramount 
sovereign surrounded by those of neighbouring kings whom he had conquer
ed. The boar was the crest of the Calukyas, the elephant that of the Cera 
or Ganga kings of Maisur, and the two fishes that of the Piii;i<Jyas. The 
wheel is found on Nepalese inscription tablets." 

According to the Jaina tradition the fourteen dreams seen by TrisaUi 
also include .Airiivata (the elephant of Indra), Purr;i.akumbha (the full vase), 
matayayugma ( pair of fish ) and cakra ( disc made of jewels ), The Jaina 
a11~amangalas (eight auspicious objects) also include kalafo ( water-pot), 
darpa'{Ul (mirror), matsyayugma, and dhvaja (banner ).8 These symbols 
are seen on the memorial stone from Mantur. 

The inscription was recently re·read by the office of the Chief Epigra
phist, Mysore, whose reading is as below: "The slab was made by 
Kalku~iga ( stone·culter ) Konna and was caused to be made by ( name not 
clear). Contains the epithets like Kagugali·sevya, Sabbha ( sarva), Satya. 
niraTidara and amma11a vattiga. Mentions one GaJJaruppa ( Gai;iariipa ) 
probably the hero in whose memory the stone was set up. Appears to 
state that some one followed the deceased person in death." Though 
Cousens dated the inscription to tenth century A. D. it is now dated to 
about eighth century A. D. on the characters of the letters. 

The hero-stone (size 137 x 52.2 cm. Acc. No. S-13 )7 is divided into 
five panels (Pl. XXXI, B ). The lowermost panel shows a row of four 
cattle facing right indicating that the hero died in a cattle raid ( go-graha't)a ). 
The second and third panels from below depict the fight. The fourth panel 
from below depicts the hero being carried in a palanquin by four apsarases. 
The top panel depicts the worship of Siva·linga and devotees. 

The hero.stone (size I IO x 53.5 cm. Acc. No. 143) is divided into four 
panels ( Pl. XXXI, C ). The lowermost panel depicts the fight. The second 
panel shows the cowherds and cattle. The third panel shows dancing and 
the top panel worship of Siva-li1iga. This hero-stone is now kept in the 
National Museum, New Delqi. · 

~!I. -39 
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The hero-stone (size 181x93 cm. Acc. No. S. l l )8 is divided into 
four panels ( Pl. XXXIJ, A). In the lower two panels the battle scene is 
depicted. In the third panel from below the hero is shown dancing with 
two men and to women between two pilasters. Above is shown the worship 
of Siva-liitga and devotees. In the top panel the kalafa is flanked by a 
stylized lion on either side. This hero-stone comes from Velapur in Sholapur 
District. 

The hero-stone slab (size 98 x 54.8 cm. Acc. No. S. 14 )9 is divided 
into three panels ( PI. XXXIJ, B ). In the lower panel the battle-scene is 
depicted with five soldiers on horse back and two lying dead on the battle 
field. In the middle panel four women and three men are shown dancing, 
the men resting their hands on women and the women alternatively hold
ing their hands behind the men. The central figure perhaps represents 
the hero. In the upper panel stands a man worshipping the Siva·linga, 
while three devotees on the left and two on the right are seated with 
folded hands. 

The hero-stone slab (size 120 x 43 cm. Acc. No. 133 )10 is divided 
into three panels (Pl. XXXlll, A). In the lower panel the hero is 
shown equipped with a sword and a shield fighting other soldiers armed 
with bows, arrows, swords, llhields and spears. In the middle panel the 
hero is seated in a decorated sedan attended by two apsarases and musicians. 
In the upper panel, a bearded priest is performing pujO. of the Siva-lingn. 
The Nandi, the Sun and the Moon, and a devotee wilb folded hands are also 
seen. 

The upper right corner is broken. 

The inscription in Kannada reads : 

I. Saka·t'tlrisam 11104 Neya Vishu-smirva 

2. Magha su. 1 Ma1i1gala-varad·mi1 

3. d·r1i.yar1i.jagurzt mari1da 

4. sameya·cakravartti Sri 

5. frimad·ls1i.rimyadavara maneya Vikara Basaveya-na 

6. vlcanu Sogalada bateya samarari1gadalli mu 

7. vat-a{in-oif,ane kCidi miir a{a lce(/.ahi 

8. p<11i1cali1i1gada padada samipadalu Basave 

9. nayalcanu vulagisu-idamt ma1;,gala mall~ 'ri fr~ 
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Summary 

Dated in Saka 1204, Vi~i:i.u, Mii.gha-fo. 1, Tuesday ( 1282 A. D. 
January 12 ), this inscription in Kannada characters and language states that 
Basavayya-niiyaka reposes near the Paiicalinga, after having felled three 
persons in a battle he fought against Lhirly persons on the road to Sogala. 
The deceased hero is described as belonging to the household of Rayaraja
guru Mat;ic;Ialiicarya Samayacakravarti JSanyadavaru. 

Stones or cairns raised in memory of the dead are called khatrii.s, 
when the stone is a rough unhewn block, and pii.liyii.s,11 literally guardians, 
when the stone is dressed and carved into a figure. 

Polished and carved memorial stones arc called pii.liyii.s guardians, 
khambiyi'is pillars, or chirii.s gra vc stones. They are raised in memory of 
those who have died a violent death, or who have died the death of a martyr, 
or who when living have been remarkable for holiness or for some other 
notable trait of character. Sometimes stones are raised in dread of a spirit· 
possessed man or an exorcist. The spirit of a man who dies a violent death 
is quieted by having a stone raised for him. Until a stone is raised, such a 
spirit is likely to attack the bodies or the cattle of the members of its family. 
These stones are set in an enclosure or under a pipal tree, on the village 
border near the village reservoir, or on the spot where the person was slain. 

There are three inscribed 7;0.liya stones from Gujarat in the Prince of 
Wales Museum Collection. First stone with Acc. No. 135 (size 96 x 59 cm.) 
is dated Samvat 1828/A. D. 1771 (Pl. XXXII, B ), and the second with Acc. 
No. 138 (size 95 >: 49 cm.) is dated Samvat 1840/A. D. 1783 and the third 
with Acc. No. 144 (size 112 x 44.5 cm.) is dated Samvat 1982/A. D. 1925. 

In the suburbs of Bombay, in Eksar villagc,12 about a mile north-west 
of Borivli station, in a mango orchard, on the west bank of a water pond 
are a row of six memorial stones carved out of trap rock (Pl. XXXIV, A). 
All except one which is broken, have their tops carved into large funeral urns 
with flying figures on either side bringing chaplets and wreaths. The faces 
of the slabs are divided into panels with figures in bold relief chiselled with 
great skill. Each stone records the prowess of some warrior who died in a 
sea or land battle. In each case the story begins with the lowest belt and 
continues to the top. 

Stone I ( 10' x 3' x 6" ) : In the lowest belt, on the left, two horsemen 
armed with swords attack an archer who falls dead, and on the right rises on 
a cloud, with other dead warriors and attendants, to Siva's abode. In the 
second belt on the right two swordsmen run away and leave no archer who 
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stands facing six men armed with spears and swords. In the third belt the 
archer is struck from the left by a footman's spear, behind whom are two 
elephants carrying archers, and below three men with swords and shields. 
To the right the central figure is borne to heaven in a car along with other 
figures, perhaps the pardise. The fourth belt is Siva's abode - Kailasa. On 
the fourth belt is the Kailiisa. A man and a woman come to worship a 
linga; on the right is a group of heavenly choristers, one dancing, others 
singing to the accompaniment of music. 

Stone II ( 10' x 3' x 6") : In the centre of the lowest belt 1hree dead 
figures lie on the ground. Over the three dead figures three heavenly 
damsels drop garlands of flowers. Ou the right are two figures riding ele· 
phants-one the chief and the other probably his minister or general. The 
chief's elephant has rich housings, and a car with a hood. The elephant 
crushes a man under its foot. In the second belt in the centre is the chief 
accompanied by his attendants. On the right a horseman fights with the 
chief. In the third belt, on the left are three elephant riders with goads 
in their hands. A figure in front fights with two bearded swordsmen. 
In the fourth belt the scene is in the Kailasa. On the left is the dead 
warrior with angels dropping wreaths over him; on the right are heavenly 
dancers and musicians. 

Stone III ( 10' x 3' x 6" ) : In the lowest belt five high-peaked ships 
with masts advance to battle and archers crowding a raised deck above. 
(Pl. XXXlV, )• In the second belt four ships attack a ship and the 
crew falling or throwing themselves into sea. An inscription above this 
carving has completely obliterated. lo the third belt on the left three men 
in heaven worship a li1i.ga ; on the right are heavenly minstrels. Io the centre 
of the fourth panel are Siva, Parvnli and other gods. 

Stone IV ( 10' x 3' x 6") : In the lowest belt eleven ships face a 
ship crowded with troops armed with spears and shields (pl. XXXIV, ). The 
second belt shows sea battle with crew falling or throwing themselves into the 
sea. Jo the third belt nine ships pass along. In the fourth belt the troops 
have landed and march along. In the fifth belt the troop meet some people. 
The sixth belt shows liitga worship ; on the right is a band of heavenly 
dancers and players. In the seventh belt the central seated figure is an 
ascetic or the warrior surrounded by warriors and musicians. In the eighth 
panel is the shrine of Siva. 

Stone V ( 6' x 3' x 6" ) : In the lowest belt are six vessels with 
oars and masts: In the second belt six ships from the left and three from 
the risht meet in their fight. Over the central ship heavenly damsels float to 
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drop garlands on the warriors. The third belt shows linga worship. Jn the 
top belt the chief is holding court in heaven with heavenly damsels saluting 
him. The traces of eleven-twelfth century inscription are now completely 
worn out. 

Stone VI ( 4' x 15" x 6") : In the lower belt is a sea fight and in the 
upper a warrior seated in heaven. 

Henry Cousens thought that these stones were probably set up 
during the time of the Silaharas of the northern Konkan in memory of the 
heroes wbo fell in some great battle which took place partly upon land and 
prtly on sea. Further he states •• There is such an action recorded. We are 
told that the Yiidava king, Mahiideva, led his forces against those of the 
Siliihara king of Thana, Some5vara, and according to the account of Hemadri, 
completely subdued him. Mahlideva invaded the Konkan with an army 
consisting of a large number of elephants. Somesvara was dereated upon 
land and is said to have then betaken himself to his ships. There some
how he met with his death, probably by drowning, for it is said that even 
the sea did not protect him, and that he betook himself to the submarine 
fire, thinking the fire of Mahiidcva's to be more unbearable. The Konkan was 
thereupon annexed by the Yiidavas. " 13 

The late Mr. Braz Fernandes was of the opinion that these hero
stones throw light on the battle between the Kadambas and the Silahiiras. 
The sea battle may have been fought for the occupation of the port of 
Sopara.111• 

According to late Dr. Altekar,16 Mahiideva•s force was strong in ele
phants, and since the stone from the sculptures upon it appears to belong to 
the 12th or 13th century A. D., it is quite possible, as Cousens has 
suggested, that these stones may be commemorating the heroes who fell in the 
battle between Somesvara and Mahiideva. 

Dr. Moti Chandra16 states, as mentioned in the Banswara plates 
dated Samvat 1076, at the king Bhoja had conquered Konkao before 1019 
A. D. From another copper plate dated 1019 A. D. found at Betmii near 
Indore we come to know about the victory of Bhojadeva over Konkao. 

It appears that Bhojadeva reached Sopara from Ujjain via Nasik 
and Nanaghat. Here he must have fought with the Kookan rulers in which 
flotillas of both the sides took part. But the victory of king Bhoja was 
very short lived because a tittle before 1024 A. D. Jayasimha of Kalyao had 
defeated Bhojadeva, " tbe ruler of the seven Konkans ", 
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ETHNOLOGY OF HOJ'.'1AS IN INDIA-NUMISMATlC EVIDENCE 

s. v. SOIJONI 

As known to early history, the Hiii;ias were a nomadic community 
based on a region near North Chinn and South West Mongolia. Their 
movements westwards brought them into contact with eastern Europe, the 
Roman Empire in west Asia, Persia and India, during a period of about two 
hundred years, spread over the 4th, 5th and the 6th centuries A. D. There 
are dr.finite and clear reports of contemporary observers, both Chinese and 
Roman, on the physical appearance of the Hiii;ias, as they found it. These 
foreign sources indicate the existence of two broad groups in the Hui;ia 
population, one being largely Mongolian in looks and built and the other 
being Caucasian-Turkish. 

We have some descriptions of this nomadic community. While taking 
note of them, sufficient account must be taken of the _fact that these remarks 
of the contemporary writers not only concern themselves with the section of 
the community with which the observers were immediately confronted but 
also the position that they reflect the outlook, the culture and the prejudices 
of the observers themselves. 

The reliable parts of historical evidence relevant to these problems can 
be divided into : 

(a) Descriptions by contemporary observers of the Hiii;ias in respect 
of whom they had a reasonable opportunity to say something based on 
direct contact. 

( b) Other contemporary and purely historical material like inscrip· 
lions and coins. 

( c) Linguistic analysis of proper nouns and other words definitely 
associated in the language or languages used by the Hiii;ias. 

The Roman poet, Claudian,1 gave this account at the time of the 
downfall of the Roman Empire : 

"These Huns are a tribe who live on the eastern borders of Scythia 
beyond the frozen Tanais; most infamous of all the children of the North. 
Hideous to look upon are their faces and loathsome bodies, but inde
fatigable is their spirit. The chase supplies their food; bread they will 
~ot eat. They love to slash their faces and hold it a righteous act to swear 
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by their murdered parents ..... Disorderly, but with incredible swiftness, 
they often return to fight when little expected." 

Jordanus, a Gothic author, supplies a more detailed sketch of the 
origin, temperament and physical features of this community: "Filimer 
the Goth king, who invaded Scythia with his tribe found among his people 
certain evil women who were called Halirunnae. Suspecting these women, 
he expelled them from the midst of his race and compelled them to wander 
in solitary exile, far away from his army. There the unclean spirits, who 
saw them as they wandered through the wilderness, bestowed their embraces 
upon them and begot this savage race, which dwelt at first in the swamps -
a stunted foul and puny tribe, and having no language, scarcely human, 
bore but slight resemblance to human speech. Such was the origin of the 
Huns, who came to the country of the Goths ...... By the terror of their 
features, they impaired great fear in those who perhaps they did not really 
surpass in war. They made their foes flee in horror because their swarthy 
aspect was fearful and they had a sort of shapeless lump, not a head, with 
pin holes rather than eyes. Their hardihood is evident in their wild appea
rance, and they are beings who are cruel to their children on the very day 
they are born. For they cut the cheeks of the males with a sword so that 
before they receive the nourishment of milk, they must learn to endure 
wounds. Hence they grow old beardless; and their young men are without 
comeliness, because a fac.! furrowed by the sword spoils by its scars the 
natural beauty of a beard. They are short in stature, alert horsemen, broad 
shouldered, ready in the use of bow and arrow; and have firm set necks, 
which are ever erect in pride; though they live in the form of men, they have 
the cruelty of wild beasts. " 

Ammianus Marcellius, a Roman author and contemporary of the 
Sassanian Emperor Shahapur II, who lived in the 4th century A. D. descri
bes a tribe of this community which was living beyond the Maeotic sea : 
.. The cheeks of their children were deeply furrowed with steel, from their 
very birth, in order that the growth of hair when it appears at the proper 
time, may be checked by the wrinkll!d scars. They grow old without beards 
and without any beauty. Like eunuchs they all have compact limbs, thick 
necks and are ugly and misshapen. But they are hard in their mode of life. 
They have no need of fire, nor of savoury food, but eat the roots of the wild 
plants and the half raw flesh or any kind of animal- which they put between 
their thighs and the back of their horses and thus warm it a little ...... after 
they have once put their necks into a faded tunic, it is not taken off or 
changed until by long wear or tear. It gets reduced to rags and falls down 
bit by bit. They cover their heads witl.t round caps; and protect their hairy . . . . . 
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legs with goat skios. Their shoes are not bound with laces and thereby 
prevent walking wich free steps. For this reason, they are not at all adapted 
to battles on foot but are almost glued to their horses, which are hardy but 
ugly, From their horses by day and night, every one of that nation buys and 

sells, eats and drinks and bowed over the narrow neck of his animal, relaxes 
into sleep. And when deliberation is called for about weighty matters, they 
all consult on horseback. They are subject to no royal restraint and are 
content with the disorderly government of their important men. No one in 
their country ever ploughs a field. They are all without fixed abodes, with
out hearth or law or settled mode of life, and keep roaming from place ,to 
place accompanied with thc:ir wagons in which their wives Jive. In truces, 
they are faithless and unreliable; like unreasoning beasts they are utterly 
ignorant of the differences between right and wrong and ambiguous in 
speech, never bound by any reverence for religion and superstition. They 
burn with an infinite thirst for gold and they are so fickle and prone to anger 
that they often quarrel with their allies. " 

Procopius, writing in the 6th century A. D. , gives this account of 
the Hephthalites: "They are of the 1-Iunnish race and bear the Hunnish 
name. But they are completely different from the Huns we know. They 

alone among the Hunnish people have white skins and regular features with 
big eyes. They are not a wandering people and do not move from one place 
to another like the general Huns but live under a king and have a constitu
tion of their own to guide administration. Their behaviour towards their 
neighbours and colleagues is severe and frank and resembles very much the 
Romans in this respect. " 

According to the Chinese sources, this community inhabiting Mongolia 
had 'red hair, green eyes and white faces. • 

In one of the Chinese dynastic histories, it was stated that the 
Hiuengnu had large prominent and extremely hairy noses. In contrast the 

Turkish race had full and flowing beards, large eyes and prominent noses -
in sharp contrast with the flat face of the Mongol and comparatively hairless 

skin. 

The common factor in the description of the Hur:ia migration from the 
Asiatic steppes townrds Eastern and Central Europe and also towards North 
Afghanistan and Persia, is that they were large bands of horsemen, having 
known civilized mode of conduct, extremely swift movement, relentless in 
attack, nomadic in habit carrying their tencs and wagons, recognizing no 
standard authority, blood-thirsty and bent on collecting as much movable 
items of wealth, especially gold and silver, as they possibly could. It can 

4, B,-40 
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easily be imagined that such a community of marauders and adventurers on 
horseback could never have maintained even a shred of ethnic purity. 
Racial intermixture must have commenced within a generation of their 
migrant life. It is impossible now to form any estimate as to what ratio bad 
prevailed between men and women when they first started moving over long 
distances. It is even more difficult to make any guess, in regard to this 
proportion, when portions of the original Hui;ia community started settling 
down in different regions in Asia and Europe. But one may assume that 
there must have been a carry forward of certain original racial characteristics 
that became noticeable at some time at least in stray, though prominent, 
cases; and also that certain social customs continued to be adhered to, on 
account of a persistent belief in their validity, reinforced by political success 
of those among them who had observed them for several generations in the 
past. 

When all this is said in regard to a limited number of identifying 
characteristics, both racial and social, there is little doubt that as the HfiQa 
migrations overtook larger and larger distances, cutting across resident social 
life, language and physical geography of different regions, and so on, the 
dominant aspect was that of ethnic and cultural varieties and not that of a 
homogeneous racial group, despite the application of the same label to this 
mass of humanity by different observers in different climes, countries and 
periods of history. 

The foreign references to the major division in the Hiii;ia population 
have been noticed above. 

There is, apparently, a near concensus among scholars of Hui;ia his· 
tory that Hui:ias in India belonged to at least two distinct racial groups, viz. 
Sveta Hui;ias and Hara HD1.ias, who apparently, had a much darker com· 
plexion. To this main conclusion is added a supplementary view that the 
Hui:ias who had attacked Central Europe were different from either of these 
two sections of that community as had then penetrated into Persia, Afghani
stan, Sindh, Kashmir, the Punjab, Rajasthan, parts of Madhya Pradesh and 
Gujarat. Along with these three main conclusions, a debate has been in 
progress whether the bulk of the Hui;ia community possessed physical traits 
of the Mongolian people or were Turks or Turco-Iranians. 

Literary descriptions of the appearance of the average Hu9a or even 
of a particular Hui;ia ruler is virtually non-existent, so far as Indian literature 
is concerned. For this reason the reference to the Hui;ia dress in Syamilaka's 
Podataijitakam and to the beardless, clean shaven chin and orange-like Hlli;ia 
complexion occurring in Viimana's KavyO.lankara SiU1·0.tii possessed q 
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unique interest. The former belongs to the post-Gupta period and describes 
the head-dress of a Hii1.1a soldier showing the employment of small white 
wooden pieces. It is conceded that this description is only of sartorial value 
and carries no ethnological significance. The second literary account, viz. 
that by Vamana, is of much more positive value as it is given by a scholar 
who was a minister to a king of Kashmir in the 8th century. It is well 
known that Kashmir continued to be under Hu1.1a control for a much longer 
period than other parts of North Western India, after the main tide of the 
Hiii;ia aggression in the 6th century lost its strength. Vamana illustrated the 
upamli ala?ilcara of the lcalpita variety by quoting this remark - 'sadyo 
mu1.1.{lita-rnatta-Hu~ia-cibzdca-praspardhi-narmigalmm '. This extremely laco
nic stetement conveys a lot of information about the Hu1.1a appearance and 
at least one part of the Hui:ia anatomy, besides making a sly reference to the 
HiiQ.a addiction to intoxicants. The detail that the chin of an inebriated 
Hili;ia which had just been shaven competed with an orange informs us, not 
only about the shape of the chin but also about the Hur:ia complexion, as 
observed in Kashmir. It is extremely interesting to note that the Hiir;ia 
coinage of the rulers beginning with Torama11a illustrates this physical 
feature. The only other reference to Hur;ia appearance which I have been 
able to discover, is in a statement of Hiuen Tsang about the reaction of the 
mother of Narasiriihagupta Baladitya when the captive Mihirakula was 
brought before her, viz. that his face was pale and he was handsome in 
appearance. 

As Dr. Aurel Stein1 has pertinently remarked, these peoples were 
called by a name whose approximate sound was Hii.1.1a or HieGnu or Hiir;ia, 
etc. , precisely because these people had themselves announced their name 
in that way. 

On the subject of ethnology the conclusion drawn by Dr. Aurel Stein 
broadly remains good even now, although it was recorded about nine deca· 
des ago. It would bear an adequate quotation: "In the first place, we must 
allow rurlher weight lo our Chinese authorities, which on the one hand, 
distinctly call the Ye-Tha, a branch of the great Yur·chi, and on the other 
band, constantly insist on the striking resemblance in manners and customs 
between them and the Tu-Kine or Turks. This observation is all the more 
important because the Chinese annalist knew quite well that it was the 
Turks who destroyed the Central Asian power of the Epthalites in the 
middle or the sixth century. There can thus be no question whatever of the 
Chinese ever having confused the two peoples.... " Of the Byzantine histo
rians, it might possibly be supposed at a stretch that they, having the Euro· 
pean Huns in their mind, employed the name in a generic sense and without 
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any ethnological ground. Yet even in their case it ought to be remembered 
that Procopius, the first of them to use the term • White Hun', lived fully a 
hundred years after the time of Attilla Huns. 

" We find the earliest instance of the name Hiii;ia in Skandagupta's 
inscription ... _ Yafovarman also uses it ... Finally, the Chinese sources also 
apply the name Hun to the Ye-Tha or Epthalites, as has been clearly proved 
by M. Specht ... 

" We can explain the uniform application of the name Hun to the 
Epthalites in our Greek Indian and Chinese records alike only by supposing 
that the designation was current among the nation itself. Once we accept 
this, the conclusion follows that the Epthalites stood in close ethnological 
connexion with the European Huns, who make their appearance in history 
just at the same time. The investigations of the Hungarian savants, especially 
of those of Prof. Arminius Vambey, have proved that the European Huns 
belonged to the Turco-Tartar branch of the so called Turanian family. We 
see them justified in ascribing a like origin also to the White Huns in India. 

"This conclusion is philologically confirmed by those few proper 
names of the White Huns which have as yet been investigated by competent 
Turcologist scholars. These are the names of ToramnQa and the same king's 
dynastic surname Jaiila, which are in inscription recovered in the Punjab Salt 
Range ...... Prof. Kara-Bacek, the distinguished Viennese orientalist has long 
ago recognised in these names two purely Turkish words." 

To what extent is the figure engraved on ancient Indian coinage a 
faithful drawing of physical features 'l It is obvious that there are various 
limitations on the scope left for the engraver in the mint. Firstly, the 
extreme shortage of space is a big handicap in showing clearly individual 
particularities. It is conceivable that the drawing of the face in profile, 
solves a practical problem - it leads to better protection of the details as they 
are necessarily smaller in number and larger physical relief than those in the 
frontwise facial engraving. Secondly, the conventional element in dress and 
ornament had to be repeated : and physical features many times got stereo
typed, obstructing accurate delineation, even assuming there was inclination 
to present it and the requisite artistic skill was av11ilable to enable the neces• 
sary introduction of detail in the engraving. Thirdly, the face was ordinarily 
shown in profile and not frontwise. This meant that the artist had to depend 
on one eye, one ear, and the half of the lower and upper lips and a cross 
section of the chin with which to attempt to draw distinctive appearance of a 
face - admittedly, an extremely difficult task. Even the most observant may 
not be confident of identifying a face by studying only the profile in actual 
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life; and the difficulties in a similar attempt based on a profile on a coin, 
can be easily imagined. There was also the feeling that the royal face 
was better respected if shown in profile. The neck and the expanse of the 
bust below it, could, however, be indicated more clearly and accurately -

. because propartionately, more space was available for these physical features, 
and individual variations could be accommodated to a greater extent. In 
these circumstances, it is a matter of luck if the features of the face and 
bust shown on a coin happen to be a sound guide to what they were really 
like. 

II 

There is sufficient indication that the coin engraver in ancient India 
was conscious of challenge to his skill posed by the problem of persenting 
accurate idea of the bust of the ruler within the short space of the plain sur • 
face of a circular coin. The photographic quality of the Indo·Bactrian 
coinage is proved by the reproduction of the broken bridge of his nose on 
the later coinage of Menander as also by the portraits of Agathocleia 
showing her at her different ages. This point holds good with reference to 
the coinage of her son Strato I. Mention may be made of the success 
of the Ku~aQa mint master in showing the imperial appearance as completely 
as possible and with all regalia deemed necessary to impress the subject 
populations. The coin engravers took into account the changes caused by 
age, e. g. the progressive loss of hair on the bead of the ruler during succes
sive issues of his coins. We have the rare instance of the beauty and the 
grace of Empress Dhruvasvamiol being delineated on the unique sense of the 
transfer of the political power shown on the Sri-pratiipa/Apratigha coin 
type of Kumaragupta I. I have analysed the correspondence between 
Biii;iabhana•s description of Har~a when he first saw him and the description 
of Har~a·s appearance on the unique gold type coin issued by him. The Mogul 
mints seem to have showed some regard for accuracy: the gold coin of 
Akbar showing his bust and the coins of Jahangir showing his profile, 
fairly correspond to their painted portraits. 

In this background, the coins of some l-liii:ia rulers of North India 
yield useful information relevant to queries like, (a) whether they had at 
all preserved any original ethnic traits ; ( b) whether their features contra· 
dicted the widespread reports of their ferocious looks showing cruelty and 
avarice and so on, ( c ) another exercise can be to match some contemporary 
numismatic detail with the admittedly scanty description in literary sources. 

There is good reason to hold that the Hui:ia invasion of India had 
taken place from their base in Afghanistan known as 'Zabulistan •; whlob 
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according to Le Strange, was a term applied to • The whole of the great 
mountainous district of the upper waters of the Helmaod and the Kandhar 
(i.e. Arghandab) rivers' ( vide The Lands of Eastern Caliphate, p. 349 ), 
There is epigraphic and numismatic evidence to suggest that the early career 
of Toramai;ia and of bis son Mihirgula was associated with Zaistan. 
Toramai;ia is styled as • Sabi Jaubler ' in the Kheara inscription.8 On his 
horseman and Sassanian type silver coinage, this very title occurs as either 
'Jahuble or • Yabale '.4 In two short inscriptions from Vruzagan (about 
midway between the upper waters of the Helmaod nod the Arghandab in 
Central Afghanistan), Mihira ( Kula) has been referred to as king of Ziibul 
f. e. •Sabo Zoocdovo •, in Hepthalite Greek script. 11 

It is not necessary to assume that the Hui;ias under ToramiiJ;ta and 
Mlhirakula had attacked Indian territories to the east of the Indus river 
via the Bolan Pass. Very likely, they had used not only the sea route and the 
access through Baluchistan for that purpose - they might have come by the 
northern passes as well. 1t bas been found that Visakhadatta's Mudrarak:pBtJ 
refers to a combination of armies drawn from Persia, Sindh, Kutuia and 
Kashmir; and the opposing Indian alliance was formed of the Saurii~~ra, 
Rajasthan, Central Malwa and the powers io the Gangetic plains, under the 
leadership of Magadha. Ultimately, the HUoas under Mihirakula were 
pushed back into Kashmir, which was deemed to be the ancestral domain of 
Mihirakula by the Gupta Emperor. 

The coinage left behind in the wake of this tide of aggression yields 
interesting information on the ethnology of the HiiQa rulers. Curiously 
enough, the relevant details partly correspond to the description of the HUoa 
physical f ea tu res found in the writings of the Greek, Roman and Chinese 

observers. 

The most telling Indian observation about Hiii;ia features· and perhaps 
the only one of the kind - was : ' Sadyo mutµ/.ita-matta·Hu:p.a-cibuka
praspardhi-nara1igakam ' quoted in Vamaoa's Kavyii.lanlcarasutravrtti • 
( c 8th Century A. D.) from an earlier work. For this observation is fully 
supported by the drawings on the Hui;ia coinage in India. 

We have an idea of the severe limitations on the extent of the infor
mation ns can be extracted from the coins left by the Hiil}as in India. 
Despite the doubtful element implicit in such data, there is fair certainty that 
the die·cutter had taken good care to emphasize ( i) the tall and prominent 
nose ; ( ii) the large eyes, ( iii ) the thick, and ( iv) the beardless face 
and chin. These details can be illustrated profusely with the help of 
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the photographs of the plates VII to XI in Cunningham's !Ater lndo
Scythians ( London, 1895 )· 

These features cannot be described as belonging to the Mongolian 
round, hairless and flat face. Nor can they be described as Iranian. They fit 
fn, very obviously, with tlie Turkish physiognomy. 

A. King of Znbul. 
C, Shnbi Jnbuln. 

" 

B. Bhobo=Bhnhi (Riijn L11kko.oo. Udayiiclibyo.) 
D. Deva Shuhi. 

Contemporary accounts of the HiiQa outlook towards their enemies 
in Europe and Asia leave no room for doubt that brutal carnage had 
marked their conquests. Lie Po noted -

"They have no fields or plough any lands, 
But only wastes lie white bones, 

Among yellow sands"~ 
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Another Chinese poet, Tsai Yen, wrote in his Song of Distress, 

"They cut and felled and not a man was left, 
The sprawling corpses piled up into heaps, 
Upon the shafts they hung the heads of men, 
And in the carts they loaded up the women. " 

'The earth shook' - • Dliara Kampita ', is the only available comment 
on the early Hiii;ia aggression mentioucd in any Indian historical record, 
viz. in the pillar inscription of Skanclagupta at Bhitari. Owing to the dis
appearance of some words in the rd..:vant line dealing with Skandagupta's 
confrontation with the HiiQas, it cannot be definitely asserted that Hiii;ia 
atrocities were thus referred to as responsible for earthen tremors, (as is 
generally held by scholars of that period ) or whether these words were used 
to praise Skandagupta, keeping in view the loud twangs of that great hero
such a noise of the bow string has been associated with an impact like 
that of an earthquake in Sanskrit literature. Of individual Hiii;ia brutality, 
there is a detailed description in Kalhai;ia's Rajataragni1).i of Mihirakula's 
conduct. This is corroborated by l-1 iuen Tsang as well as by Vi5iikhadatta 
( vide his unique Sanskrit drama on Kautilya•s statecraft, Mudriiriilcf!asam ). 
There is also a reference to treachery being practised by a Hiii;ia king for 
capturing the Chitor fort in Rajasthan. But neither brutality nor treachery 
nor even savagery as element in the psychology of a ruler can at all be 
called unique in the annals of Indian history. 

It is not difficult to imagine that while the common HiiQa horseman 
left a progeny, which in the course of time showed ethnic characters sharply 
different from those of his male ancestors, the ruling circles in the Hur:ia 
population were likely to be more careful in respect of the choice of their 
legitimate successors. Accordingly, the ruling line was more likely than not, 
to exhibit the earlier or continuing ethnic features, allowing for the opppor
tunity as well as need for inter-communal matrimonial alliances, contracted 
for political reasons. 

The coinage of the Hui:ias in India during the full tide of their 
early aggressive phase, clearly reflects their Turco-Iranian features. Their 
chins, noses and eyes which are all fairly prominently exhibited in their 
profiles, yield interesting material for evaluation. The result is to prove 
that only some of the original physical traits of Hiii;ias, appear to have been 
carried forward, till they reached India and occupied some territories in 
the subcontinent, viz. the thick neck; and that those who issued coinage, 
apparently, belonged to that section of the community which was styled as, 

• 8veta Hutia '. 
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KALIN GA INVASION OF ASOKA: CIRCUMSTANCES AND MOTIVES 

KIRAN l{UMAR THAPLYAL 

The historian's task is not merely the collection of data and its 
arrangement in chronological order which can at best present a bare 
skeleton of history without flesh and blood. Therefore to make his account 
meaningful he must also analyse the material and attempt to answer bow and 
why the happenings took place. This naturally involves a degree of 
speculation. 

That A5oka conquered Kalinga is an historical fact, but to explain as 
to why he did so would need speculation. One simple answer would be that 
he did it with a view to expand his territories, a task which according to 
ancient texts on polity is one of the essential duties of a king. But then the 
question arises : why Asoka chose to invade Kaliriga and not the Cola 
and Pa1;19ya kingdoms? A plausible explanation could be in its proximity 
to the Mauryan capital, Pa~aliputra. Because of the closeness it could more 
effectively create trouble for the Mauryas, and would itself be more vulner· 
able to the Mauryan forces, as compared to the Cola and Piii;i9ya kingdoms. 
Prof. D. R. Bhandarkar, however, has made speculations regarding the 
circumstances and motives of Afoka's invasion of Kahi.ga and it would be 
worthwhile to mention and eKamine them. In the Oomprehensive History 
of India, Volume II, edited by Prof. K. A. N. Sastri, he writes: 

'
1 Why instead of invading the Cola and Pa99ya countries of south, 

which his father Bindusiira tried to subdue, he conquered and annexed 
Kaliilga to his empire is not clear. Possibly Kaliriga was a thorn in the body 
politic of his dominions. Andhra, which lay to the south of Kaliriga and 
comprised inter alia the modern Krishna and Godavari districts, was 
conquered by Bindusiira. Thus on one side of the Maurya kingdom was Cola 
and on the other Kalingn. According to the Hindu political theory, Kaliti.ga 
and Cola were the natural enemies of the Maurya power and therefore 
natural friends of each other. It is not unreasonable to suppose that in 
Bindusiira's war on Cola and PiiQ~ya, Kaliti.ga was an ally of the latter, 
attacked the Maurya forces from the rear and was thus chiefly instru
mental in its ending in failure" •1 

The following points emerge from Prof. Bhandarkar's statement : 

1. Kaliiiga was an independent kin~dom during the reign of 
Bindusiira. 
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2, ( i) Bindusiira conquered the Andbra country. 

(ii) With the conquest of the Andhra territory, the boundaries of 
the Maurya empire became contiguous with the Cola and Kalinga states. 

3. ln accordance with the max.ims of Hindu polity, the Colas and 
Kalingas, bordering on the Maurya empire, would have been inimical to it, 
and the two being neighbour's neighbour would have been friendly with each 
other. 

4. ( i) Bindusara attacked the kingdoms of the Colas and Pai;ic;lyas. 

(ii) In the event of that invasion, Kalhi.ga, the natural ally of the 
two kingdoms came to their help, 

(iii) While the Colas and Piii;ic;lyas faced the invading Maurya army 
from the front Kalinga attacked it frum the rear. 

(iv) Binduslira failed in bis attempt to conquer the Cola and 
_Pli~<;lya kingdoms. 

( v) The attack by Kalinga from the rear was the main cause for 
the failure of Bindusara. 

5. A5oka would normally have followed the policy of bis father 
and attacked the Cola and Par:ic;lya kingdoms first, but preferred to make 
Kalinga the target of bis iuvasion as that attack by the state from the rear 
was responsible for Bindusara's failure against the Colas and Pai;ic;Iyas. 

As Prof. Bhandarkar did not cite any authority in support of hi1;1 
view, K. A. N. Sastri, the editor of the Volume, wrote to the learned savant 
requesting him to state his authority for his highly speculative reasoning. But 
Prof. Bbandarkar passed away before he could send reply to the letter,ll 
Be that as it may, we put forth our own views regarding the circumstances of 
_A~oka's invasion of Kalinga, which differ from those of the learned 
celebrity. 

The basic difference between Prof. Bhandarkar's and our view-points 
is that while he believes that Kalhiga was an independent kingdom during the 
reign of Bindusiira, we are of the opinion that it formed part of the Mauryan 
empire during the reign of that ruler. The Purai;iic testimony clearly shows 
that Kalinga was conquered by Mab.apadmananda, the founder of the 
Nanda dynasty.8 The evidence of the Hiithigumphii inscription also supports 
it, It refers to the inauguration of a canal in KaliJiga by a Nanda king, three 
hundred years before the fifth regnal year of Khiiravela,4 and also to th~ 
bringing bnck by Khuravela of an image of Jinn (i.e. Ja~na Tlrthankara) 
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which had been carried away by a Nanda ruler •6 It would be reasonable 
to suppose that when Candragupta Maurya supplanted the last Nanda 
ruler, he became master of all the territory under that Nanda ruler. Further, 
it would be difficult to believe that Kaliliga attained independent status 
during the reign of Candragupta Maurya8 or of his son Bindusiira, since both 
were powerful rulers. 7 And if Kalinga was part of the Mauryan empire 
during the reign of Bindusiira, it should have been so during the reign of 
A5oka too. What then could be the justification for A5oka's invasion of 
that region? On this point we offer our speculations as below. 

Though Buddhist accounts about A5oka having killed ninety-nine 
brothers in a war of succession is a palpale exaggeration, it is a historical 
fact that there was such a war or succession between the sons of Bindusara in 
which Afoka and Susima (also named as Sumana) were the main conten· 
ders. In such a situation, it could have been difficult for the different 
Mauryan provinces to remain neutral, more so for Kalinga which, as stated 
above, because of its nearness to the Mauryan capital, was more vulnerable 
to the Mauryan forces and could pose a greater danger to the Mauryan 
empire then provinces lying at greater distances from that city. Some 
Mauryan provinces would have allied with Asoka while others with his riva 1 
Susima. Kalinga, for some reason or the other, cast its Jot with Suslma and 
actively supported him. This might have been done because it was held 
that Susima being the eldest had rightful claims to the throne. It is also 
quite possible that Suslma had matrimonial relation with the head of Kalinga 
province and this could also have been an important factor for his support 
for Susima. However to the misfortune of Kalinga, Suslma was routed in 
that war, end A5oka ascended the throne. But even then Kalinga did not 
accept ASoka's authority and declared its independence. This enraged Asoka 
all the more and he decided to settle accounts with Kalinga and teach its 
head a lesson. 

Even after vanquishing Suslma, it was no smooth sailing for A~oka. He 
seems to have been faced with administrative and other problems, and who 
knows, supporters of Suslma might not have fully reconciled with the fail 
accompli and continued creating troubles for Asoka. The Buddhist texts 
inform us that even after becoming king it took some years for Afoka to 
be finally consecrated. In the eighth year of his reign, he invaded Kalinga 
with all bis might in order to punish its chief for his anti-Asokan pro·Suslma 
role in the war of succession. Kaliiiga took up the challenge, rallied all its 
resources and faced the invading army with a do-or-die spirit. Asoka's infor. 
mation regarding the casualties suffered by the Kalinga army in his thirteen· 
th Rock Edict is an eye op1:ner. On lakh persons were killed, one aod 
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half lakh carried away as captive and a large number died due to various 
other reasons. There might be some exaggeration in this account, yet it has 
to be accepted that the Kalinga war was one of the bloodiest wars. Kalinga 
was not only humbled, it was mercilessly crushed. Incidentally this would 
have served as a terrible warning to other provincial heads, as to what 
would be their fate if they dared challenge ASoka's authority. Kalhiga was 
put under the administrative charge of prince-viceroy stationed at Tosali, as 
is clear from the separate Kaling11 Edict of A5oka at Dhauli. 

Thus in our view Afoka invaded KaJinga because of its anti-Asokan 
role in the war of succession. It was not a cause of conquest of a new 
territory but a case of bringing a recalcitrant and defiant rebel province 
back into the fold of the Mauryan empire. 
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JYE~THA - THE AMBIVALENT GODDESS 

HARIDAS SWALI 

One of the intriguing deities in the Brahmanical pantheon is a minor 
goddess called Jye~~hii who received warm worship both from the princely 
families and the people at large, particularly during the 8th, 9th and 10th 
centuries in territories ruled by the Pallavas, Pai;i9yas and Colas in 
Tamil Nadu. 

Jye~thii appears in rock-cut shrines and as a panvara devata in 
structured temples built under the royal patronage, Shrines dedicated to 
her worship were exempted from taxation and endowments and grants for 
maintaining oil lamps In her shrines were granted by royal orders,1 She 
was then accepted as a deity who would grant favours to the devotee who 
worshipped her. Both Vai~9avite and Saivite Agamas describe her and 
include her as a pariviira devata, an ancillary goddess. The Baudh(;yana 
Grhyasutra2 prescribed a ritual for her worship. However, Jye~thii has been 
called Alak~ml in the Sri-Siikta and some other texts and this shows that her 
role bas shifted from the negative to the positive and vice versa from time to 
time. Sometimes she shows motherly elegance and is welcome. At other 
times she is ugly, fearful and inauspicious as the elder sister of Lak~mI. 

The above ambivalent position of Jye~ihii may be due to her being a 
part of the folk pantheon, as pointed out by K. V. Soundara Rajan while 
discussing the diminutive bronze image of Aditi or mother-goddess prototype 
found in the urn burial at Adichanalur in the Pandyan country. Soundara 
Rajan aptly observes " ...... it should serve as a persuasive index for specific 
iconic purposes, albeit, at folk level. Its art development might, perhaps, 
have to be linked with those elements of Tamil sculptural religious art as an 
indigenous ... (such as Jye~thii ) ...... " 8 

Jye,~hll as a deity has aroused mixed feelings about herself and bas on 
occasions been accepted as a deity to be consecrated and worshipped and on 
other occasions to be shunned, as shown by various canonical texts. 

The variety of centres of worship cited by various writers on South 
Indian temple architecture and art shows that according to the Vaikbiinasa 
plans of temple architecture Jye~~hii is allotted the north-west corner in the 
third avaratia and also appears with Gar:ie5a and/or Durgii in Vai~r;iava 

~brines.' 
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The Marfci Smizhita. a Vaikhiinasa text, of around the eighth century 
A. D. describes .Jye~thii as born during the constellation of Jye~thll and 
riding in a chariot accompanied by the ass and the crow. This Samhitii also 
allots the north-west corner in the Vimaoa of the temple to Jye~tha. 

It is significant that Uttaramerur, a village about 25 km. from Kancbi, 
is a Pallava foundation of the time of Nandivarman Pallavamalla built in 
circa 150 A. D. which, as R. Nagaswamy suggests was laid out according to 
the Vaikhanasa tradition probably of the Marici Sa1i1hita. ln the centre of 
this temple town there is a Sabhiimar;i4apa (the assembly hell). A Vi$J.1U 
temple is in the west; a Durgii temple in the north; a Siva temple and a 
Saptamiitii temple in the north-east and "a Jye~thii in the south"· Naga • 
swamy points out that these structures are not only in these positions today 
but are also referred to as existing in their respective positions in the 
inscriptions,5 

In this connection we may note an inscription dated 28th year of 
Parantaka Cola ( 935 A. D. ) of the A~taparivara Siva temple in Thiru
verambur. In this inscription the main parivaras of Siva were considered 
eight in number, viz. ( I ) VJlabha ( 2) Durgil ( 3) Sa ptamiitll ( 4) 
Gai:iesa ( 5) Subrahmai:iya ( 6 ) Jye~tha { 7) Vi~Qu and ( 8) Surya. 
This bas been also laid down in the Raurava(Jama, Diptagama, Yogajagama 
and Vi1·agama, and what is significant is that all of them allot the north· 
west to Jye~thii. However, the actual placement of Jye~thii orten differs from 
the textual guidance. 

Thus various texts cited above give a fair indication of the positive 
aspects of Jye~~hii as a parivara devata who appears in different shrines along 
with some of the major benevolent deities of the Brahmanical pantheon, 
including Vi~JJU himself. 

Let us now look at some of the harsh words used by the later texts 
such as the Li1iga PurO.tia about the advent of JyeHbii as an unwelcome 
visitor. 

The Linga Purava (I, i, Ch. VI, verses 31-75) gives a list of 
unwholesome places which the disillusioned sage Duqsaha could visit with 
his wire Jye~~hii-Alak~mi. Included in this rather revealing list are the words 
(verses 57-61 ) : '' It is only the wicked who do not say that BrahmD, Vi~Q.U 

and Indra, the ruler of Devas, are all born by the grace of Rudra. Foolish 
persons of confounded mind would say that the glow.worm and the sun are 
on a par. They would say that Brahma, Vi~Qu and Indra are equal to Lord 
$iva. Even if their ~ouses are full and flourishing, enter them without fe~r 
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and enjoy yourself along with this lady." Thus the Linga Puratia skilfulty 
blends a panegyric to Siva with a gloomy dirge to the non-believer and 
to Jye~~ha and casts a dark and lingering sectarian shadow over her. 

It is interesting that there are a number of sculptures of Jye~tha 
strewn all over Tamil land belonging to the glorious period of 8th to 
10th centuries and in none of the sculptures she appears as a fearful deity. 
On the other hand, she is placid in looks with due emphasis on her 
motherly and earthly aspects and some of her sculptures may even look 
quite charming ( Pl. XXXV ). 

However, Jye~\hii is a deity with puzzling features. She is shown 
seated on a bhadrasana or on an ass. Her flag carries the emblem of a 
crow. There is a broom on her left in some sculptures, All these features 
make her appear somewhat forbidding. Her son is partly bovine with the 
face of a calf and with a human body. Her daughter is a fair damsel. 
There is considerable variation in textual references about her iconography 
and sometimes Jye~~ha is compared with Sltala because both have the ass 
as their means of transport. The crow and the broom are unromantic items 
connected with daily humdrum life and indicate her lack of glamour. 
According to Soundara Rajan, the sculptures of Jye,thii seem to indicate that 
she may have been inspired by the North Indian Hiiriti0 who, we may recall, 
was once an ogress which Jye~!hii was not. Some texts stress her destructive 
aspects as Alak~ml who has to depart before Lak~mi sets her foot in. Other 
texts consider her as suitably endowed to confer gifts on her devotee. It is 
in this ambivalence that Jye~thii is noteworthy. 

S. R. Balasubrahmanyan1 has illustrated what be caUs "ooe of the 
best specimens of Jyesthadevi of the early Cola period" where the 
•necklaces• fall between her full and firm breasts and reach down to her 
gently swelling belly. He, however, hastens to add, "This figure has not 
the usual flabby belly and the pendulous breasts generally associated with 
deity." In fact, this elegant sculpture is in accordance with the canonical 
texts which describe Jye~tha as a well·endowed deity who is the mother of 
two children and no apologia seems to be necessary while describing it. 

Some texts, e.g. the A1ilAumadbhedagama, depict Jye~tha as a deity 
with hanging breasts ( C!S'iillf!<tloilT ). Some texts describe Jye~thii as a deity 
with a firm bust line. In the Karatzagama8 (I, 12, 114 b - 118 a), Jye~~hi 
is described as - lfi;:t):ff q')iffl~ iq q°);f~oif~~') meaning she is endowed 
with full and plump thighs, broad and expansive cheeks, well rounded 

~reasls and a full belly. 
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Goddc~s Jye~tl1:\, seale I wilh her son, pull)' ho\'i:lc, on hd ri~ht anc.l danghttr on her ldt. 

Jye,Lha's ldt haml re~ts on the L<·acl d a female ilt\olet', T\\o of hH emblems, Lhe crow 

and the hroJm, c3n bo 'can in the b11ck~rcuad, 
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However, it would be rare to find a sculpture of Jy~~h'll from Tamil 
Nadu with banging breasts. The presence of her two children shows that 
she, like the goddess Ambika, is free from barrenness and probably also has 
power to protect children and to grant boons to all mothers and to women 
falling in the category of Vandhya ( barren) Mrtavandhya (one who bas 
lost her child), Kiikavandhya (mother of one child), etc.0 The sculptural 
representation of Jyc~tha possibly indicates the creative forces contained 
within the motherly framework of her body and her motherly thighs. It is 
perhaps on the basis of her natural bounty and earthliness that in the later 
periods Jy~tha could stage a partial comeback in some regions of India. 

We may note that the Baudhayana Grhyasutra, which sets out the 
ritual for the worship of Jye~tha, includes homage to Nirrti who from the 
Vedic times is considered as a goddess presiding over extinction of life, 
barrenness and desolation.10 Elaborate forms of ritual were involved to 
divert the influence of Nirrti rrom one':; own region of operation and influence 
so that the seeds of prosperity once sown would bear succulent fruits of 
success. In a similar manner elaborate rituals were set out for driving away 

Alak~ml. As noted earlier, Jye~tha was equated with Alak~ml. The play
wright Bhavabhiili ( Uttara-Ramacat'ila, V, 30-31 ), who lived probably in 
the 8th century A. D., considered the word Nirrti as interchangeable with 
Alak~mi and stressed the point that when right and pleasant words ( siinrta) 

are forthcoming Nirrti would withdraw, paving the way for a better way 
of life. Nirrti was invoked during the ritual worship of Jye§tha perhaps 
because placating of Nirrti was considered desirable as was done during the 
Riijasiiya sacrifice. When the sacrificial offering was made lo Nirrti she 
was besought with the words, "This is thy share, 0 Nirrti, 0 thou mighty 
one ; thou art rich in oblation; free him (the sacrificer) from anxiety or 
distress ( a1i1has )". It was believed that Niqti represented the earth's evil 
aspect while Anumati (Auspiciousness, Goodwill) represented the positive 
or the fertile aspects of earth. According to Heesterman,11 Nirrti herself 
could be the personified representation of the cover of the embryo which 

needs to be cast off before it becomes dangerous to life. The abode of Nirrtl 
is the non-fertile part of the land. It seems that it was to avoid any mishap 

that placating of Nirrti was considered unavoidable. The association of Nirrti 
with her ritual worship was con~idercd relevant when the Baudhayana 
Grltymiutra was composed ( not later than the 1st centuery A. D. ). 

In view of the extreme nature of Nirrti, her sacrificial worship took 
place in saline or cleft parl of the land, while the worship of Jye~~ha could 
be held within the sacred precincts of the temple itself. At the same time 

Jyq~ha with her two children and serene looks was well set in Tamil land 
.&. s.-42 
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for her worship as a giver of bounty and remover of hardship. Her own 
motherly representation in sculpture showed lack of barrenness and in this 
aspect she distinctly differed from Nirrti. 

But it is significant to note that one of lhe earliest Tamil Vai~i;iava 

saints to take adverse notice of JyeHhii was a South Indian Alviir To9i;tara· 
i;lippoi;t,12 who lived in the 9th century at the Vi~1_1u shrine of RanganlUha 
and his spouse Mahiilak~mI at Srirangam, near Tiruchirpalli. Inn somewhat 
enlhusiastic outburst against Buddhist and Jaina doctrines the saint-poet 
S!lys, "Those good knowers of the scriptures, will they care to learn or hear 
Buddhist or Jaina doctrines that teach the false Dharma ...... ?'' In another 
Tamil verse the saint-poet says, '· the disgusted Sramai;ias ( Jainas ), muiitlas 
and ill-fated Inkyas speak words disrespectful of thee ( Vi~1_1u ), that become 
insufferable to me ....... " Referring to Jye~iha, he says, " ........ when 
there is ( Vi~x:iu ), the rider of Garui;Ia (to give everything including liberatio) 
will any one seek to get riches from the goddess of • misfortune' 
( JyeHhadevl) 1 " 

There was thus a simultaneous and forthright attack on the Buddhists, 
the Jainas and the deity Jye~~ha who was worshipped and who bestowed 
favours. Perhaps JyeHhii had reached a level of popularity as a bestower of 
riches from which status she needed to be pulled away. If so, her position 
in the then prevailiog Tamil pantheon must have been formidable as shown 
by T. Gopinath Rao and other scholars. T. Gopinatb Raou points out 
that at Nangapuram, near Tiruchirpalli where there is a Siva temple, the: 
Cola princess Arinjigai bad an imnge of Jye~thii carved. Laying stress oo lhe 
acceptance of Jye~~ha by the Pai;i9yas, Gopinath Rao says that about the 
end of the 8th century a queen of the Pai;idyan ruler Ja~ilavarman Pariintaka 
had a rock shrine of Ourga excavated at Tirupparankunarm with a sculp.. 
ture of Jye~~ha in high relief, These are instances of the acceptance of Jye~thl 
as a deity to be consecrated and worshipped for her ability to do good 
to the worshipper. 

Some Puriir:ias, however, give a different view. The Padma Puraf)<J 

( Uttara Khai:i9a) says that this ugly deity was born before Lak~mi during 
the churning of the ocean and had a fearful look which forced both the 
Devas and Danavas to shun her. Vi~QU intervened and got her 
married to Sage Uddalaka with unhappy results. The Linga Puratia also 
comes down heavily upon her as Jyegha-Alak~m), the elder sister of Lak~ml, 
who was not wanted in the house of devout worshippers. Thus it came to 
pass that she would receive oblations from women who fe~re<;l her a~ 

J\lak~ml and as a creator of trouble. 



jyE~"):'HA -THE AMBIVAi.ENT GODDESS 331 

The Mahabliarata ( Vanaparva) points out that deities who create 
calamities ( upadrava) receive oblations out of fear as creators of obstacles. 
It says, "Inspite of all the glory and greatness one is never adored unless 
one is capable of creating trouble and mischief. People are so much 
zealous in worshipping the serpents; but they are callous towards Garu\ia, 
the killer of serpents. " It is well-known that Gai;ida was considered the 
crea1or of obstacles and was feared as well as loved, In the myths which 
grew around him he became a lovable deity to be worshipped first as 
remover of obstacles ( vighnartii ). ,_Gai;tesa was accepted as a benign 
Brahmanical deity and continues to be so. Interestingly, Jye~~hadevi seems 
to have been going through vicissitudes from her role as Alak~ml to her 
role as remover of Alak~mI, and perhaps indirectly as harbinger of Lak~mi, 
in some parts of the country. However, in South India where she was 
once held in considerable esteem she has fallen from grace. 

Literary sources, as mentioned earlier, make a clear distinction between 
the opposite qualities of Lak~mi and Alak~mI ; Lak~mi means greatest 
possible well-being of the devout and Alak~mi would mean exactly the 
opposite, 

Jye~~ha when placed in the category of Alak~mi is a symbol of poverty 
and is to be propitiated so that she does not inflict distress on the devout. 
On the other hand Lak~ml is a symbol of prosperity and is adored and wor~ 
shipped for the choicest gifts she can confer on her devotee. Lak~ml as 
an auspicious deity continues to receive homage and worship and is much 
sought after and her arrival is believed to bring good fortune, success and 
riches. Her spontaneous departure would however be either a sequel or a 
precursor to deprivatory change of fortune and material wealth and 
prosperity. 

It is interesting that Lak~ml enjoying a supreme status shifted, on her 
own volition, her residence from lime to time. In mythology, she has 
resided at different times in abodes of Indra, Kubera and Bali when each 
one of them was at the height of power and prosperity. 

But Lak~mi's association with Vi~i;iu has been enduring and she 
appears again and again with Vi~i;tu in his different incarnations. Human 
fascination for Lak~mi bas been unqualified because she is linked with Vi~J;IU 
as bestower of beauty ( surupata ), good health ( arogyam ), and absence of 
distress ( afokam ). In a prayer to Vi~JJU the devotee says, "0 Vi~i;i.u, as 
Lak~mI does not forsake you, Jet beauty, good health and absence of mis
fortune not forsake me" ( Padma Pura?J4, 5. 21, 22 ). This prayer makes 
a gentle reference to the evanescent nature of Lak~mi and scresses Vi~QU'.S 
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ability to hold her next to his heart and thus jointly answer the prayers of 
their devotees. 

It also appears that goddess Lak~ml was feared for the distress she 
would cause by her exit from the life of kings as well as others; this aspect 
of Lak~ml was stressed by a minister of the Pallava king Rfijasimha at the 
time of his accession to the throne. Suma ti, the minister, said " Like the 
flame of the fire she even burns and destroys the person who possesses and 
protects her. It has been proved that the milky ocean has now become free 
from two poisons - the Kalakiila and Lak~ml. Lak~mi is considered to be 
a greate1· poison than Kalakuta, because the latter has spoiled only the neck 
of one person, Nilakai;itha (Siva), but Lak~mi has spoilt many....... She 
bates the devoted, makes others perplexed, life fearful... ... " 14 

Thus the role of Lak~ml as given of prosperity remained supreme, 
while her alignments fluctuated with the needs of the times and the valour 
and power exhibited b}' her masters, till she found her final place of honour 
with Vi~i;iu. She, unlike, Jye~~ha has never been in wilderness, though when 
she walks in she creates jubilation and when she walks out she creates a void 
which she alone can fill. 

While the representation of Jye~~ha in sculpture had evolved during 
en important period of art history from 8th to 10th centuries in Tamil Nadu, 
and Jye~tha was held there in high esteem as a bestower of favours, there 
seems to be absence of sculptural representations of Jye~~hii in the rest of 
the country during this time. 

On the other hand, Sltalii, identified with the deity of small-pox, had 
sculptural representation in Bengal and parts of Western India during later 
centuries and it was sometimes assumed that Sllalii who has an ass as 
a vaha11a stood for Jye~thli. However, goddess Sitalli is digambara and 
moves about unclad and is shown in movement while riding her viihana. In 
this respect, Sltalii is closer to Kiilarlitrl, who is also digambara and moves 
about unclad and is fierce in looks and has the donkey as her vahana1 6 

( Vieyv,udharmottara Pura'{la ). Thus Sitala stands better comparison with 
Klilaratri rather than with Jye~~hli who is generally shown as seated static on 
either an asana like bluulriisa11a or on the ass along with her two children. 
In view ot' this the emphasis placed by J. N. BanerJea (Development of 
Hindu lc:anography, p. 383) on the affinity between Jye~~hii and Sitalii to 
the exclusion of Kalaratrl needs to be reconsidered so that a more exact 
picture of the affinity, if any, between Jye~~hii and Sitalii becomes available 

to us. 
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When Sltala assumes her role of generating heat in the body through 
small-pox, she is propitiated with some anxiety to act as "Sitalii ", the 
cooling, pacifying deity who reduces the body heat and thus lessens rigours 
of the illness of small-pox and protects the sick child from extinction of its 
life which again was linked with goddess Nip;ti. 

The annual worship of Sitala is prescribed in Western India on the 
seventh day of the dark half of the month of SravaQa (July-August) and 
there are shrines to Sitala built, even during the I 9th and early 20th centuries, 
where the child recovering from its sickness is escorted to pay homage to 
SitalU who protected it during a critical phase of its life. 

As far as Jye~~hii is concerned she is allotted the eighth day of the 
bright half of the month of Bbadrapada (August-September) and her wor
ship is for removal of barrenness in women and for removal of poverty from 
men.16 Later texts like the Vrataraja compiled for fi.(ing various dates for 
ritual worship of various deities, gives due importance to Jye~thi'i as a giver 
of bounty and children and remover of hardship and Alak~ml. The Vrata· 
raja compilation quoting other tcx.ts also sets out ritual for worship of 
Sitalii on the date allotted to her. The Goddess Sltalii as Mariamma is 
highly venerated in the South while Jye~if1ii popularly called Mudev1 is 
excluded from the category of desirable Hindu deities. 

There has been an clement of ambivalence so far as JyeHhii is 
concerned and the Ajitagama11 goes to the rescue of Jye~thii when it stresses 
the benign aspects of Jye~thii. It assures the devotee that on the completion 
of the prescribed ritual worship of Jye~p1a, Alak~ml would withdraw herself 
and the worshipper would be increasingly blessed with wealth, sons and 
grandsons. 

It is interesting that the Agamic literature has striven to accord 
recognition to Jye~~ha as a remover of Alak~ml and bestower of material 
wealth and progeny and thus to reinforce the benign aspect of Jye~~ha as the 
Ajitiigama has done with considerable emphasis by including dhana-dhanya. 
putra·pautradi among the comprehensive and cherished gifts of Jyegha. 

Such a simple, earthly, full-bodied and placid looking deity like 
Jye~\ha could catch the fancy of the Pallava, Piir;ic;Jya and Cola rulers as well 
as the humble folk who toiled in the fields and who needed a good 
harvest, which in turn would bring them prosperity and abundance. In 
Jye~tha they, perhaps, found the unmitigated responsiveness they were 
seeking of driving away inimical forces which thwarted arrival and stability 
of prosperity and riches. Indeed, this ruther heavy set motherly deity did not 
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show any sign of being fickle like the volatile Lak~ml whose lasting grace 
was not easy to gain. 

Thus this intriguing minor goddess bas been playing a positive role 
in the Brabmanical pantheon and has from time to time been accepted 
as fit for worship and propitiation. The contradictions in attitudes towards 
Jye~~h'!i. go to show that had Jye~thii not been toppled from the pedestal 
on which the Pallavas, Pii1;u;iyas and Colas had placed her, she would 
have retained her earthly bountifulness which the all embracing Lak~mI 
took over with such eclat. But then Lak~mi herself is not free from the 
blemish of being evanescent and even ambivalent in distributing her 
largess. 
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CONTROVERSIES ON SULTANATE AND MUGHAL PAINTING• 

( Review Article ) 

KARL l~HANDALAVALA 

The author is we11 known for her work in the British Library, London. 
The volume deals with important Persian MSS. in the British Library but 
also refers e>etensively to other collection. There is also a chapter on 
Ottoman Turkey which was influenced by Persian paintings, while Persian 
artists also went to Turkey. 

Little survives of the Saljuk period but the style is typified by the 
Topkapi Library's Varqa va Gu/shah (Fig. 2) of c. A. D. 1225 and examples 
of painted ceramics (Fig. 3 ). After the sack of Baghdad in A. D. 1238 by 
the Mongol Huliigil Khan we observe Chinese influence under the Ilkbiinids 
as seen in the Jami' al-taviirikh MSS. of the early 14th century. Somewhat 
later is the famous Demotte Sha/mama (Figs. 8 and 9) which gave a new 
urge to Persian painting at least in northern Iran. The lnjus, the Muzaffarids 
and the Jalayirids followed the ilkhlinids and notable is the Khamsa of 
Khavaju Kirmiiml ( Col. Pl. I ) of A. D. 1396. The author is mistaken in her 
observation that the Muzaffarid style stamped its mark on Sultanate India 
since there was no Sultanate painting in Jndia till after A. D. 1451 during 
Lodi rule in northern India when there was a cultural renaissance. This was 
after the Edicts of the bigotted Feroz Shiih Tugluq had banned all animate 
painting and the subsequent devastation of Delhi by Timur in A. D. 139S 
from which it never recovered till it regained economic prosperity under 
the Lodis. 

Strangely, the very beginning of Sultanate painting in India which 
took place under Lodi rule is not referred to by the author. It was not 
under royal but bourgeois patronage and consisted of the illustration of 
Persian texts mostly by Indian artists but on a few occasions even by the 
Persian artists working in India. Indian romances were also illustrated but 
these were by local Indian painters. The author rides the current wave created 
by several writers Western writers of attributing certain provincial Persian 
MSS. of the second quarter of the 15th century to Sultanate India unmindful 
not only of the historical evidence arising from the Edicts of Feroz Shah which 

*Some Aspects of Sultanate arwl Afughal Painting, A 0ofl8iderotion of Peraian Mini· 

~FlfrB Paintfoa, Britiah Libmry1 1983, By Norub1 M, Titley. 
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negative by necessary implication the existence in his time or illustrated 
Persian MSS. either imported from Persia or painted by Persian artists in 
India but also the desolation and poverty of Delhi during Sayyid rule (A. D. 
1414-1451 ) after the invasion of Timur in A. D. 1398 when learned men 
and divines could hardly kerp body and soul together as we learn from 
contemporary chronicles. Which Persian artist wou!d have come to Delhi 
during this period? It may be noted that Feroz Shah's Edicts do refer to 
figural murals which were ordered to be erased and banned but significantly 
there is no reference to illustrated MSS. be they from Persia or other foreign 
centres or painted in India by Persian or other foreign artists, There is 
however a reference in the Edicts to the destruction of the holy books of the 
Jains and Hindus which would naturally bring even Jain hieratic 
illustrated MSS. under the ban if they were discovered. Thus it 
becomes evident that there could not have been any practice of manuscript 
illustration of Persian or other texts at the Mamluk, Khalji or Tugluq courts 
nor import of such MSS. from abroad which in any event were enough and 
much prized in Persia itself. But calligraphy and illumination of Korans 
were certainly given royal and aristocratic patrongae in Sultanate India, 
and libraries were maintained under a kitabdar. However no chronicle 
mentions a lcorkliana for illustrating MSS. though numerous lcarlchanas are 
mentioned. Typical of the inad~quate grounds for Sultanate attributions is 
the argument relating to the Mohl Sha/mama dated A. D. 1438 in the British 
Library ( ar 1403) where there is a fictitious statement in the Preface about 
a king of Delhi giving refuge and rich gifts to the great Persian poet Firdause. 
This statement is oddly enough relied on for suggesting that this manu
script was painted in Sultanate India. But surely such a statement estab· 
lishes nothing, even apart from the fact that it could only be an Iranian 
invention in Iran itself where Firdause was a national figure to emphasize 
that even an 'Indian king honoured the great poet unlike his patron 
Mahmud of Ghaza from whom he fled. Other grounds for Sultante attributions 
to what it seems are really provincial Persian MSS, are founded on calligra
phy, a most slippery basis; presence of a yelkiw pigment without any 
analysis that it is the Indian peori which in fact was not even manufac· 
tured in India in the 15th century ; and minor details with regard to 
ornaments and costumes and architecture, etc. all of which can be accounted 
for in various ways. But !.Uch grounds are unsatisfactory and Sultanate 
attributions on such grounds must be regarded as speculative and all the 
more so when there must have been a number of Persian manuscripts 
painted in provincial pockets in Persia for lesser patrons than princes, which 
no longer exist due to the ravages of time and other causes. They may 
well have afTorded us useful comparative material for coming to conclusions 
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particularly if they bore inscriptions which were enlightening. In fairness it 
must be said that the author does seem to realize how speculative Sulta• 
nate attributions can be having regard to the Shahnama ( ar 1268 ) in the 
British Library dated A. D. 1446 (Fig. 30) which the author says would 
certainly have been attributed to India but for an inscription establishing it 
was painted in Mazandaran in Iran. This is the danger we have been empha
sizing all along. 

Nor is there any basis, since Delhi is ruled out of consideration, to 
suggest that the so-called Sultanate manuscripts of the second quarter of the 
15th century may have been painted by foreign artists in provincial 
Sultanates. Evidence is entirely lacking for such a proposition. 

None of the despersed folios of the Khamsa of Amir Khusraw (Fig. 60) 
have any features indicating affiliation with Gujarat though this provenance 
has been suggested. It was doubtless painted at Delhi where predominately 
the verses of the poet were long on the lips of the populace. Its artist 
may have been a Persian, as suggested by the eminent critic Dr. Anand 
Krishna, who introduced certain Indian elements into his work. It is close 
to the ShahnCima oi the Bharat Kala Bhavan, Varanasi,1 and both these MSS. 
according to us cannot be prior to A. D. 1460 if not even a little later 
during the Lodi cultural renaissance. The costumes worn are of the Lodi 
period as are also the facial types. That the foreign Sh1lhis of the KCilakiJ 
story in Jain painting in Gujarat, the painted version of which does not pre
date circa A. D. 1350 (the earliest dated example is A. D. 1381),8 are based 
on a Mongol type derived from a Mongol period manuscript. This is all 
too evident from the face, costumes, top boots and even pigtails. One 
such manuscript must have come into the possession of a Gujarat noble and 
been seen by a Jain school painter through the good offices of his patron, for 
Jain bankers and merchants often had close commercial connections with 
several of the Gujarat nobles. Once the type was adopted for the foreign 
Shiihis it became a permanent feature of all Kalaka MSS. till c. A. D. 1475 
when for the first time contemporary Sultanate costumes were adopted for 
the Shlihis. But apart from hieratic Jain painting, we have no evidence of an 
atelier at the Gujarat Sultanate court or patronized by a Gujarat Sultanate 
noble. Even the sub·Timurid features seen in the decorative panels of the 
famous Kalpasut-ra·Kalakacarya manuscript of the Devasano Pa<;lo must 
have been influenced by a Persian manuscript in the possession of a Gujarat 
noble which was seen by the artist of the Devasano Pa<;lo manuscript through 
the good gra:;e of his obviously wealthy Jain patron. Even at this stage 
we have no evidence to date of any Sultanate atQlier at the Gujarat courl, 

.6.. s. -J3 
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Apart from Sultanate painting in the Lodi dominion, which was not 
under royal patronage, as already observed, we find Sultanate court 
patronage for the first time at the Mandu eourt with foreign artists working 
there between A. D. 1490 and 1510 during the reigns of Ghiyassuddin and 
Maslr Shah in the Turkman and Hcrati styles, to wit the Miftah al-Fuzala 
of the British Library of c. A. D, 1490-1495, the Nimatnama or the India 
Office Library of c. A. D. 1500, the Bustan of the National Museum, 
New Delhi of A. D. I 502 and the Azaib al-Sana of the British Library of 
A. D. 1509. These MSS have been referred to in our New Documents of Indian 
Painting - A Re-appraisal and in J. Losty, The Art of the Book in India, 
London, 1982. We have no evidence of any earlier Sultanate court atelier 
at Mandu and in the absence of such evidence cannot assume, as bas been 
done by the author, that there were foreign painters at the Mandu court even 
the import of Persian illustrated MSS by the Mandu court has been establish· 
ed though this assumption has also been made by the author. In Bengal we 
have only the Sharafnama of A. D. 1531-1532 of the British Library (Pl. 
32) illustrated for Sultan Nusrat Shah obviously by an itinerant foreign 
artist as a so1itary commission in a mixed Persian cum Turkish provincial 
idiom. The scribe is pointedly referred to as being in the service of the 
Sultan but not the artist. Some work in the paintings is even incomplete. 
Every figure, male and female, is foreign in appearance as also their costumes 
down to the narrow pointed heeled-boots worn by the men whose oblongish 
faces are reminiscent of Ottoman painting. Cloud forms are Persian. Some 
Turkman influence can be seen in architectural forms. A curved projecting 
eave does not necessitate the influence of the Bengal architecture of Gaur 
and Padua. Nor does the presence of a cusped arch or brick work or poly
chrome tiles. All these features can be seen even in Persian painting prior 
to A. D. I 531 and also thereafter. In fact all such features, along with 
many others, were the usual stock-in-trade elements of Persian and other 
foreign artists, though employed in their paintings in many differing ways. 
There is no distinctive Indian feature in the Sharafnama and as is usual 
with most writers on Sultanate painting and their Sultanate attributions 
there is a tendency to see too much in too little. To predicate that there 
must have been a Sultanate court atelier in Bengal both before and after the 
Sltarafnama merely on the basis of this single manuscript by an itinerant 
foreign artist, who for one reason or another left the work unfinished, is 
again making unwarranted assumptions. There is no evidence from Bengal 
itself or elsewhere either before A. D. 1531 nor thereafter to support such 
suppositions. The Yusuf u Zulaykha ( pl. 53 and Fig. 64) of the British 
Library is plainly a Persian manuscript with not a single Indian feature and 
unlike the Sharafnama does not even bear an authentic inscription to 
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suggest any Sultanate provenance. Accordingly the suggestion that it is 
Sultanate Bengal is difficult to comprehend as is the suggestion that it may 
have been painted in the Deccan. Even the more than dubious inscription 
of the 19th century says it was brought by Sultan Ala al-Din lskandar Shah 
while Nusrat Shah's father was Husayo Shah. The presence of a squirrel 
with a striped tail is of little avail for such striped squirrels are not exclusive 
to India. In fact the painter was surely not a naturalist and just painted a 
squirrel with stripes which are common enough with most squirrels. 

In the Deccan the earliest Persian cum Turkish influence is no earlier 
than A. D. l 565-1566. The possibility of new evidence coming to light with 
regard to the Sultanate period prior to the Lodi renaissance always exists 
and could compel an alternation of viewpoints if such MSS are dated or 
bear inscriptions indicating provenance. Till then we have adopted the 
methodology of adhering to the available evidence though considerations of 
style cannot altogether be avoided. But the subjective element in the 
analysis of style plays an important role and can often lead to considerable 
differences of opinion. For instance with regard to the Sita.Imo.ma of A. D. 
1446 from Mayandaran (Fig. 30) the author could have regarded it as 
painted in India but for the inscription, while to us the clumsy elephant. 
typical of Persian painters in Persia, would rule out an Indian provenance. 
This is inevitable. Assumptions and deductions however are usually arbi· 
trary processes. Hopefully time may resolve at least some of the differences 
in viewpoints that exist today on the highly controversial subject of Sultanate 
painting. 

In the Chapter on Mughal painting the author follows the former 
dating of c. A. D. 1562 for the Hamza-no.ma but there is now incontro· 
vertible documentary evidence that it was commenced late in A. D. 1566 or 
early in A. D. 1567 and that Mir Sayyad Ali did not leave Iodia for Mecca 
till early in A. D. 1574 - after supervising the Hamza-no.ma for seven years. 
Wi11ely and discreetly the author makes no mention of the Tuti-nama of the 
Cleveland museum beyond saying that the name of the artist Sarrwan 
appears on a folio therein. But this is obviously a later addition for the 
Tuti-nO.ma is not an Akbari manuscript nor is it early being a provincial 
Mughal production of c. A. D. 1580 as several eminent critics have convin
cingly established beyond any manner of doubt. The attribution of the 
GttlistO.n of the British Library of A. D. 1567-1568 (col. pl. 54} to the 
Mughal court of Akbar is not possible to accept. It was written in 
Bukhara by the scribe of the Sultan and its six original miniatures were 
painted beyond all doubt in Bukhara by the artist Shahm Muddhabib 
who was never known to have come to fndia. B. W. Robinson bas 
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rightly opined that the Gulistiin was painted in Bukhara. Akbar who is 
shown in two paintings is a veritable caricature and the long narrow 
jO.mas with four extended points seen in these two miniatures are quite 
unlike the short and full Akbari jamas with four extended points. Obvi· 
ously the artist had never seen Akbar nor been to his court but bad tried 
to visualize certain descriptions expressly conveyed to him for these two 
miniatures. The tenor of the inscriptions which appears on these two 
miniatures indicates that they could never have been penned at Akbar's 
court. Their manner of fulsome praise establishes that they were got 
written, no doubt out of diplomatic considerations, by Abd Allah ibn 
Iskander Khan Uzbek, the ruler of Bukhara who alone could have presented 
this manuscript to Akbar. Significantly the Uzbek party's rebellion in India 
against Akbar by Khan Zaman had been suppressed in A. D. 1567. The 
author has suggested that the manuscript with folios unpainted was brought 
to India by the artist Shahm - when, why and with whose permission and in 
what circumstances remains unexplained - and that the six illustrations 
therein which are in a pure Bukhara style were then painted at Akbar's 
court. The suggestion is too far fetched to bear scrutiny. So also the 
suggestion that Shahm came to India is without any basis. Not a single 
chronicler mentions him though he was the royal artist of the Sultan of 
Bukhara. As regards the resemblance between a couple of faces in the 
Gulistan with a couple of faces in the Anvar·i-Suhayli of the School of 
Oriental Studies, London, painted at least two years later in A. D. 1570 
is a circumstance capable or the easiest possible explanation without 

' necessitating Shahm's presence in India. Since the Gulistan was in Akbar's 
library, a painter could have borrowed facial types from it. Moreover• 
there is not a single painting made in India which bears Shahm's chara
cteristic signature or even an attribution to him. In one of Shahm's 
paintings the clumsy elephant is typically Persian and it is difficult to 
believe that if Shahm bed even been at Akbar's court he would have perpe· 
trated such an elephant. The theory of any Bukhara artists working at 
Akbar's court has no foundation whatever. We know the names of all the 
foreign artists who worked at Akbar's court. It may also be pointed out 
that Abd al-Samad was never in Shah Tahmasp's atelier and that he was 
specifically appointed as master of the Fatehpur Sikri mint so that despite 
bis preferment he could keep on supervising the Hamza project till its 
completion in A. D. 1582. To say he was given administrative duties partly 
because Akbar preferred a more robust approach than Abd al-Samad's. 
Persian style of painting is contrary to what the chronicler Abu'l-Fazal has 
stated about this artist. 
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Not a single chronicler, Persian or Indian, has mentioned Abd al
Samad as ever having worked in Shah Tahmasp·s atelier and a miniature 
merely attributed to him by Cary Welch in the The Tahmasp Shahnama 
is distant from his well known style. 

With regard to the sub-Imperial manuscript of the Zafarnama dated 
A. D. 1600-1601 it would be hazardous to ascribe it to Ahmedabad under 
the patronage of Mirza Aziz Koka as done by the author, for the name of 
the place where it was painted is not known nor is the name of the scribe 
given. It could weJI belong to the atelier of the Khan Khanan. It is strik
ingly in the late Akbari style of painting and it is very likely to be the work 

··of some artists from Akbar's atelier who had Joined the famed library of the 
Khan Khanan when their services were not essential to the Imperial studio 
at the end of the 16th century just five years before Akbar's death. The 
quality of work in several folios is just as good as that of the Imperial studio 
as for instance "Timur greeting his son•• (Col. Pl. 41 ). There is no 
Bukhara influence in it though the author seems to think otherwise. With 
regard to the manuscript of the KhO.varO.nnama dated A. D. 1686 and 
ascribed to Multan, while the date of the text may well not be questionable 
it is indeed most difficult to believe that this type of painting (Col. pl. 42) 

· with its short, squat figures, large oversize heads set on the body without 
any lion neck, stumpy looking horses, a lion very much of the late 18th 
century and landscape that has no parallel in the Aurangzeb period could 
belong to the date of text itself written it appears in A. D. 1686. The spaces 
for paintings must have been left blank, a usual practice and painted at a 
much later date in the late 18th century. Obviously late Persian painting 
has also influenced the Multan artist along with 18th century elements in 
Indian miniature painting seen so strikingly in late Kashmiri MSS. 

But though the author is on unsure grounds in several respects so far 
as Sultanate and Mughal painting is concerned, her account of the develop
ment of Persian and Turkish painting is admirably lucid and penetrating. 
Complications of style in Persian painting due to constant invasions and 
shifting of centres of production, which at times are apt to confuse one's 
approach to stylistic variations and amalgamations, are presented with such 
remarkable clarity that the changing picture is simplified. It is of much 
interest to students of Deccani painting to follow the author's account of a 
fusion that took place of the Turkman style and that of the Shiraz Safavid 
atelier for it throws much light on Golconda painting under the Qutb Shahi 
dynasty and leads to a better understanding of what was happening at Gol· 
conda when the Sindbfidnama of the India Office was painted in c. A. D. 
157 S no doubt in Ibrahim Qutb Shah's atelier and the Anvar.i.Suhqyli of 
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the Victoria and Albert Museum was painted in A. D. 1582 at lhe commence• 
ment of the reign of Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah. The author's account 
also throws light oa how Shiraz conventions effected even the still later 
Kulliyyat of this ruler of c. A. D. 1590 which is one of the treasures of the 
Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad. The study of Persian painting is of high 
importance to students of Indian miniature painting. 

The author takes us from the Chinese influence under the Ilkhiins to 
the Jalayirids Sultan Ahmad's studios at Tabriz and Baghdad with a clear 
differentiation of the earlier Jalayirid style and that of the great Divan of 
Khawja Kirmi'inl dated A. D. 1396 of the British Library painted by Junayd 
for Sultan Ahmad. With the Jalayirids, as Dr. Tilley remarks, we have the 
beginnings of the true Persian style, with its influence on the studios of 
Shiraz and Herat, under lskandar Sultan a grandson of Timur and Shabrukh, 
the son of Timur, respectively. How paradoxial it is that the arts attained 
a high degree of excellence under Timur's successors despite Timur's 
devastating invasions of Iran. Shiraz in its long history of manuscript 
illustration, particularly after the Turkman invasions and the fusion of 
Turkman style with that of the Safavids ~ommencing with Shah Ismail in 
A. D. 1506, was producing commercial MSS. Some of these earlier 
commercial MSS were no doubt imported into a Lodi dominion in the 
second half of the 15th century and into the Deccan after about A. D. 
1550. Of their import to Mandu and Bengal we have no evidence as 
already stated but some sub-Timurid MSS. must have come to Gujarat 
prior to c. A. D. 1475. Such commercial MSS. also went to Turkey and 
via Turkey some Turkish influences also came to India. 

It may be noted in passing that the petal border seen in the Inju 
Shalmama of the Topkapi in Istanbul dated A. D. 1331 could not have 
been the influence for somewhat similar borders in several Jain paHis 
(painted wooden manuscript covers) since these date from the time of 
the famous Jain scholist Jinadatta Suri in the first half of the 12th 
century A. D. 

How provincial the peculiar lnju style of Shiraz in the first half of the 
14th century and even the Muzaffarid style which superceded it after A. D. 
1353, appear as against the high quality of painting at Tabriz such as the 
great Demotte Sltahniima of c. A. D 1330 or the earlier Ilkhanid JO.mi •al
tavarikh of Edenburgh dated A. D. 1306-7 or the Topkapi S!iahnama 
paintings (Fig. 11 ) which the author validly suggests may have been made 
for Sultan Uvays in c. A. D. 1370, or even the "small Shiihnilma ' 1 such as 
Fig. 10 which along with the author we would incline to give a Tabriz 

origin. 
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While the Muzaffarid style is indeed interesting with peculiarities of 
its own as seen in the Topkapi Sltahnama of A. D. 1371 (Fig. 16) it did not 
come to India, though the author thinks otherwise. But its peculiar hillock 
forms (Fig. 18) may have lingered on in provincial work in Faro, for as late 
as the early 17th century such hillocks are seen in some Golconda minia
tures. The great period of Herat so well known is dealt with at some length 
but in relation to Indian miniature painting what ls of much interest is the 
author's lucid assessment of the Turkman school both under the Black 
Sheep leader Plr Biidii.q at Shiraz and Baghdad and till the end of the 15th 
century after the White Sheep tribe overcame the Black Sheep. A rather 
confused state of affairs with regard to stylistic intermingling is clarified 
and a valid distinction drawn between the metropolitan Turkman style 
(Col. Pis. 5, 6 and 7) and the more commercial style (Fig. 31 ) of the late 
15th century which found its way to India at the end of the 15th century 
and the beginning of the 16th century at Mandu through Persian painters and 
later into the Deccan in the second half of the 16th century. Of absorbing 
interest is also the Chapter on Shiraz painting in the 16th centur~ iu parti· 
cular the Kulliyyat of Sadi in the British Library dated A. D. 1566 (Col. 
pl. 14) and the Khamsa of Niziimi of the India Office Library of early 16th 
century (Fig. 41 ) both of which throw light on Deccan painting. 

The volume is indispensable to studies of both Persian and Indian 
miniature painting. 
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KARPASA JN PREHISTORIC INDIA: A CHRONOLOGICAL 
AND CULTURAL CLUE, by K. D. SETHNA, Biblia lmpex Private 
Ltd. , New Delhi, 1981, pp. 203, Rs. 70/-. 

Traditional Indologists will have mixed feelings when confronted with 
this book. Utilising the discovery of cotton seeds dating from the fifth 
millennium, found near the Bolan Pass; noting the existence of traces of 
cotton cloth at several Indus Valley Civilization sites and closely examining 
the occurrence of the word karpasa in Sanskrit literature, the author has 
come to a startling conclusion. 

He maintains that since karpasa does not occur in the IJ,gveda nor in 
the three later Vedas, but the word appears very much later, for the first 
time, in the Gautama DharmasiUra, (which is older than the other Sutras ), 
all this literature should be dated before the Iodus civilization, between 3500 
and 2500 B. C. The book hinges around this premise and also the word 
karpasa. He further shows that the ~gvedic Aryans were possibly the 
original inhabitants of north-western and northern India whence they moved 
towards the Gangetic lowlands which became Aryavarta.; and their earlier 
habitat was taken over by the Harappans. These Harppans were the 
Mlecchas of the Satapa.tha BrCihmatta or the Meluhhans of Sumeria. 

Sethna's arguments are logical; his reasoning sound; and his theory 
all the more startling since he is not an archaeologist, though he does possess 
a deep knowledge of archaeology, of Sanskrit literature and south Indian 
languages. 

He is not a fanatical traditionalist; he does not blatantly ignore the 
edifice which modern historians have painstakingly buill of India's past. He 
has considered the corpus of contemporary literature on the date of the 
Vedas and the Indus Valley Civilization before pointing out its weaknesses. 
His conclusions will gladden the hearts of many who have believed that the 
Vedas are not as late as 1500 B. C., but are extremely old. 

The book is well wrilten though the place names in the map on p. 97 
are indistinct. 

K. D. Sethna's views deserve to be seriously considered; they could be 
the starting point of a whole new field of research in the problem of dating 
~he .IJ(lveda and the Indus Valley Civilization. 

Owm C. Kail 
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THE OH.ANDOGYA UPANI$AD AND THE BR4HMASUTRAS 
OF BADARA.YAlf A: (A Comparative Study), by S. M. BHAT· 
KHANDE, University or Bombay, 198'2, pp. xvi, 272. Rs. 75/-. 

Dr. Bhatkhande's book is a very good contribution to the Vedanta 
literature. The book, which was originally his thesis for the degree of 
Ph. D., submitted to the University or Bombay, has been written with a 
definile purpose. It aims at a critical examination or the opinion voiced by 
Dr. S. K. Belvalkar in bis Basu Mallik Leclures delivered in December 1925. 
As regards the Brahmasutras of BiidarayaQa Dr. Belvalkar's main con:lu· 

sions can be summarised as follows :-

( 1) Formerly every Vedic 5akhii might be having its own Brahmasiltra. 
The present Brahma:~ulra of Badariiyai;ia must be originally 'the 
Chandogya Brallmasutra '. 

( 2) Jaimini, the author or the Purva-mlmii1i1sii-sutra, must have written a 

8arira!ca-sutra, based on the Chiindogyopanil}ad, and it must have 

been incorporated in the present Brahmasutra or BiidarayaQa. 

( 3 ) The present Brahmasulm of Biidarayai:ia has undergone two radical 
overhaulings, once when ' Lhe Prati~akh!ya Brahmasiltra ' was enlarged 
into 'a Sarvasakhlya Brahmasiltra '; and once again when a lot of 

later controv_ersial material like the Tarka-pada (II ii) was interpola· 
ted into it. 

This opinion held by the profound scholar and veteran Vedantist of the old 

generation had already raised doubts in the minds or a few scholars like 
M. M. Dr. P. V. Kane. Dr. Bhatkhande got an inspiration to attempt a 
critical investigation of this problem from his teacher, late Dr. T. G. Main· 
kar and under the able guidance of Dr. Maiokar he has given us a very 
critical, carerut and thorough exposition of this problem. 

He has examined the matter very scrupulously by a comparative study 

of the Gha.ndogyopani~ad and the Brahmasi"t.tras of Badarayai:i.a in Chapter 
UL The tables provided at the end of this chapter bear ample testimony to 
the fact that the Cha.ndogyopanit}<ld is not the only source or the Brahma
sutras of Biidarayai:ia. Even a cursory glance at Table No. 5 gives sufficient 
proof to this effect. 

Dr. Bhatkhande leads his readers to lhis conclusion very logically and 
systematically, Jn Chapter I he has analysed the contents of the Gha.ndo
gyopani:pd. In Chapter II he has given a similar analytical summary of the 

contents of the Brahmasulras of lliidariiya?a. In Chapter III he has clearly 
Ls.-U 
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pointed out the Upani~ndic background of the Brahmasutras, from the point 
of view of what the SUtras have to say on the crucial topics of' Brahman• 
• Jagat • • Mukti • and • Gui;iopasamhara •. 

This enables him to say. emphatically - " It is evident from the SUtras 
that Badarayai;ia primarily intended to attempt a Samanvaya of the teachings 
of the Upani~ads and not of the Chandogyopanil!<J,d alone" ( p. 223 ). Thus 
Dr. Bhatkhande has very ably refuted Dr. Belvalkar's view about the 
Ohandogyu Brahmasutra forming the original nucleus of the Brahmasutras 
of BadarayaQa. On the hypothesis of the Oh?i.ndogya Brahmasutra Dr. 
Belvalkar, with his critical acumen, had tried to reconstruct the original 
form of the Bmhmasiitras, though he himself was aware that the task was 
next to impossible. Io Chapter IV of his book Dr. Bhatkbande has con• 
vincingly refuted this part of Dr. Belvalkar's theory also and be feels that 
the most of the matter of the sixteen Piidas is a cogent whole. 

As a part of his theory Dr. Belvalkar had to enter into the debatable 
problem about the interrelationship of the Brahmasutras of Badarayar:ie and 
the Bhagm:adgita. He was of the opinion that the Brahmasutras were 
earlier than the Bltagavadgita. In the light of this opinion Dr. Bhatkhande 
bas dealt with this problem in Chapter IV. After having advanced quite 
original arguments in this regard, he remarks about the date of the Brahma· 
sutras: ••All this would show roughly the time after the formation of the 
Hlnayiina and the Mahayana Buddhism and an age before th~ time of 
Gau<;tapada, when the Siitras might have been composed." ( p. 266) 

It is really commendable that while refuting the views of late Dr. 
S. K. Belvalkar, Dr. Bhatkhande has maintained dignity throughout and bes 
never used any objectionable term. As a real scholar Dr. Bhatkhande 
knows that though one particular view of the veteran scholar and renowned 
teacher of Vedanta may sound untenable to us now, it by no means under· 
mines the profundity and eminence of Dr. Belvalkar's contribution to 
lndology. Prof. Max MUiier's opinion about• The age of the ~gveda' may 
not be acceptable to scholars today and yet can one ever deny bis greatness 
as a Vedic scholar end an Indologist? 

G. V. Davane 

INDIAN NUMISMATICS: by D. D. KOSAMBJ, Orient Longman 
Ltd., New Delhi, 1981, pp. J 59 (Cloth Bound}. Rs. 85 /-. 

The term ' numismatics' is normally associated with the study end 
bobby of collecting coins. The study of coins plays an important role iq 

' ' 
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aachaeology. The archaeologist finds coins useful because they are normally 
issued by a governing body and hence have official backing. The archaeolo
gical value of coins is high because coins are more durable and because 
they have value they are likely to be preserved in boards. As a result 
coins have revealed the existence of cities and even kingdoms that are not 
mentioned in the ancient literature. 

Even when history is known from other sources, coins can be helpful 
in other ways. Dated coins or those that can be otherwise identified with 
a particular epoch help the archaeologist to fix the age of the level in which 
be is digging, to arrive at the chronology of rulers and to establish the dates 
of events commemorated by certain coins. The designs on the coins reveal 
something of the society's religion or mythology and reflect the evolution or 
its art. Often what prominent rulers of ancient times looked like is provided 
by the portraits on coins. 

This kind of information is revealed from coins by the systematic 
description and classification. A somewhat more complex scientific procedure 
involves assaying the metallic content of a coinage over a long period to 
obtain information about the economic history or the society. 

D. D. Kosambi was a Professor of Mathematics all through bis 
teaching career and an acknowledged authority on steistical and genetical 
studies. His conclusions were based not only with statistical findings but 
also aided with an impressive mass of literary data, and latest research on 
coins, Indian and non-Indian. Kosambi personally examined more than 
121000 coins during the twenty-six years ( 1941-1966) studying different 
boards of puch-marked coins and also elaborating the methods of his scienti• 
fic study. 

Kosambi's mathematical approach goes beyond the scientific proce· 
dures described above. The basic theory known as ' the homogeneous random 
process• recently developed by Hemmy applies to numerous phenomena. 
As applied to numismatics, the theory touches several factors relating to the 
weight of coins. 

When a coin is pnt into circulation. it looses a tiny amount of weight 
whenever it is involved in a transaction. Mechanical abrasion removes a bit 
of the coin, and the metal is also subjected to the chemical action 
of various kind, including the acid produced by the glands of human 
skin. In short, the coin looses weight by wear. The net effect of all 
·the variations in weight, from both minting and wear, can be dealt with by 
tho· ·mathematical theory of the homogeneous random process. KosambJ 
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found out that " the decrease in the average weight and the increase in the 
variation are each strictly proportional to the length of time the coinage has 
been in circulation." 

However, certain conditions have to be met if these mathematical 
principles are to be applied correctly. The coins must have been minted 
accurately enough to show only a slight initial variation in weight. Secondly, 
the circulation of the coins must have been normal enough to have the proper 
effect. Finally, number of coins should be fairly large and should be from 
a common hoard. It is necessary that such a hoard be reasonably well 
preserved and free of encrustations. 

Kosambi probed into the significat1ce of the symbols on punch-marked 
coins by wading through a vast mass of literary texts. He assumed that the 
reverse marks on punch-marked coins were put by traders or traders' guilds 
and that the greater the number of reverse marks the less the weight. He 
calculated the interval between two reverse marks to have been of twelve 
years' duration. This helped determining the period of a circulation of 
a coin in the given group. His theory of absorption rate of coins states that 
coins tend gradually to disappear in the process of circulation and this rate 
of absorption is proportional to the number of coins in circulation. 

Kosambi showed that the traders persisted and continued to use the 
very accurate weights of Indus Culture even after the destruction of Mohen
jodaro. The king stepped in at a much later date as issuing authority whose 
marks were to guarantee fineness and weight. Kosambi revealed the stability 
of Taxilan economy for two hundred years suggested by regularity of circu
lation. He pointed out that the later Magadban conquest of Taxila strangled 
the long established trade and thus brought about its ruin. 

What is remarkable is that even without the aid of stratigraphy 
Kosarnbi's method alone brought his dating close to the possible range within 
which punch-marked coins were minted and circulated. 

Unfortunately, so far there has been no follow-up of Kosambi's app· 
roach in numismatic studies. 

The essays in this volume have been arranged in the chronological 
order of their publication, The twelve articles reprinted here appeared earlier 
in Current Science, New Indian Antiquary, Journal of the Numismatic 
Society of India, Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bombay, and Scientiflc 
.American. 

The book is illustrated with a number of useful charts and tables. 
However, the title of the book is misleading as it is not a general book on 
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coins but deals only with punch-marked coins. Similarly the illustration on 
the dust jacket is not relevent as it is the reverse of the coin of a Ku§iiQa king, 
Vasudeva. The blame for this should go to the publisher and not to the 
author. 

Compilation of articles in the present volume should prove a great help 
to the study of punch-marked coins. I am sure historians, archaeologists, 
mathematicians and above all numismatists will find this volume indispen· 
sable. 

B. V. Shelli 

ELEPHANTA : THE 0 A VE OF SHIV 4. : PHOTOGRAPHS by 
CARMEL BERKSON ; ESSAYS by WENDY DONIGER 0 
•FLAHERTY, GEORGE MICHELL AND CARMEL BERKSON, 
Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1983, pp. xvii, 
49 ; 77 plates, cloth $ • 45. SO, Paper S • 24, 25. 

This book is really a collection of 75 photographs taken by Carmel 
Berkson in the great cave temple of Elephanta; the text is a corollary. Carmel 
Berkson, a sculptor and photographer of Indian monuments, in her essay, 
The Histarical Vontext and Evolutian of Style at Elephanla, furnishes her 
own views of the meaning and style of the sculptures. She is a great photo· 
grapher, with an eye, sensitive to detail, and a mastery of the technique 
of time exposure and the use of telescopic and wide angle lenses. Her 
bibliographic survey which extends to eight pages covers almost every work 
written on Elephanta, though Wendy O' Flaherty is of the opinion that this 
is remarkably little. 

Ms. Berkson's theory, which she substantiates by her photographs, is 
that tight entering the cave temple from three directions, causes a nouanced 
transition from light to dark, and to light again, it also changes from 
moment to moment and with the seasons; it also reveals, alters, conceals, 
combines and separates the details and images of the sculptures. This is 
true. Visitors to Elephanta are generally disappointed with the Riivag.a under 
Kailiisa panel, for hardly any detail is visible, the sculpture being badly 
damaged. They are even more disappointed with their photographs; yet Ms 
Berkson's pictures reveal considerable details : Siva's features and headdress, 
and the dviirapiilas become visible. 

Her photographs unveil much that the eye does not see, such ae 
'details bidden behind other things, or blocked by pillars, or too high up, 
or obscured in shadow• ( p. xiii). 
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She contends that the transition in style from relief to three dimen~ 
sional sculpture (incorporated in a concave, chamber-like environment), was 
a new scheme of organising space, volume and depth; that this synthesis of 
free-standing sculpture, shrine and wall was an important contribution to the 
history of Indian art ( p. 7 ). 

The sequence of panels with regard to development in depth, commeo· 
cing with the relatively flat and frontal carving of the Gangadhara to the final 
denouement in the Eternal Siva, as she calls the Mahda-miirti, and the 
lingam sanctuary ( p. 7 ), may however not be acceptable to many. In some 
panels she notices two distinct tendencies placed side by side in the same 
frame. Certain figures with apparently hardly any depth from a frontal view, 
change radically from other perspectives, as in the Androgyne panel ( Ardha
narihara ), seen from the threshold of the adjacent cell. The sculptor bas exca
vated deep into the rock, thereby releasing a three-dimensional figure on the 
male side of Siva; the outstanding head, hump and forequarters of Nandi; 
and the shapely arms of Siva, one behind the other ( p. 8 ). Carmel Berkson 
considers this three-dimensional technique to be a turning point, and a 
rare moment in the history of art, which is hardly ever seen ( p. 8 ). The 
Elepbanta sculptures are therefore free-standing, with a bas-relief conception; 
though attached to the wall, they seem to be detached from it. 

She goes one step further ( illustrated by her photographs) that 
though some of the panel figures appear to be stationary and independent of 
one another, each of these figures performs different functions simultaneously, 
and each figure cen take its place in a group, which itself is non-static ( p. 9 ). 
A single figure may unite with an adjacent one to form an independent 
group; or the very same figure can be seen in conjunction with another on its 
opposhe side, as for instance in the Kalyai;ta-sundara where Plirvatl is seen 
with her father, or as a partner of Siva; or stands independently; or the three 
figures can be seen as a group. What seems to be a static situation 
becomes a diorama, so to say, of shifting forms. 

Ms. Berkcon maintains that the Na~araja panel has only one perfect 
·view, which is from a point to the left of the nearest pillar. From this 
·position, the apparent detachment from the background is seen to the best 
·advantage, as the bead, headdress and body in its angularity are viewed 
-in a three-quarter turn ( p. 12 ). 

Linear time according to the essayist is expressed in episodes as in 
·the Gangadhara and the Andhakasuravadha; cyclical time in the Nataraja; 
.and eternal time in the face of Tatpuru~a ( p. 14 ). One may ask, what do 
the faces of Aghora and Viimadeva express '! 
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In the second essay, The Architecture of Elephanta: An Interpretation, 
George Michell who is an architect and a well-known authority on Hindu 
temple architecture, analyses the architecture and layout of the cave, end 
concludes that it is a matigala-like image of Siva's mountain retreat; even 
the structure of the Universe itself ( p. I 7 ). He maintains that the symme
trical plan of this temple is of great significance. Two axes pas!l through 
the centre aligned with the cardinal points; two concentric circles (whose 
diameters are the proportion of I : 2 ) with their centres at the intersection 
of these axes, determine the position of the lingam on the east-west axis. and 
the triune image of Mahadeva on the north-south axis. In this manner the 
two important focal points of the cave, the li1igam and the Mahe5a-murti 
are geometrically related. The columns creating the aisles, th~ sanctuary, the 
stepped walls and the entrances are laid out on squares within the circum
ference of the larger circle. There are 37 squares, symmetrically grouped 
in rows of 3, 5 and 7 in both directions; the square which encloses the 
sanctuary sets the position of the others. Relnted to the two focal points 
are the rituals of movement in the temple, expressed as the two axes 
leading to the lingam and the image of Siva. These axes, in George Michell's 
opinion, are the most original feature of the architectural layout. The seven 
drawings which illustrate this theory show that the geometry of the plan is 

actually a sacred ma1J4ala, providing the interior space with a cosmic dimen

sion, through the medium of sacred mathematics ( p. 2 I )• 

The nine panels form a series, describing the mysterious nature of 

the god to whom the cave is dedicated. They are divided into four group!!· the 
panels facing each other at the north, east and west entrances, and the three 

panels in the south wall. The images of the Great Ascetic and the Great 

Dancer which flank the northern entrance is no accidental pairing; they are 

the two most vividly contrasting images of Siva, powerful and paradoxical, 

ever to have been created by Indian artists ( p. 23 ). Though opposites, 

they are actually identical, they are focussed in different directions, empha
sising the unity underlying the different forms of the god. In the panels on 

either side of the eastern portal ( originally the principal entrance) the 

artist bas depicted Siva's mountain retreat, Kailiisa, identified with the moun
tain in which the Elephanta cave is carved, which the devotee has now 

reached and entered. On either side of the western entrance are panels 
depicting Siva impaling Andhaka and the nuptials of Siva and Parvati, once 
again the opposing aspects of the great god, on the south wall, male and 

female aspects of Siva themselves in a number of complex icono~raphic 

forms, 
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The architecture of Elephanta, in Michell's opinion betrays an 
emphasis on duality ( p. 25) ·the east-west axis leading to the lingam is that 
of devotion, whereas the southward progress has a distinctly theatrical effect 
dominated by the great triune image of Siva. 

The cave temple is the world of sacred icons of the multitude of as• 
peels and manifestations of Siva ( p. 25 ). The walls and the ceiling arc 
undecorated, only the columns are carved, thus giving the carved panels their 
full impact. These panels are deeply carved, strongly framed and positioned 
well back from the walls, in their own space. Inside each frame cosmic 
scenes take place • forceful gestures of the larger-than-life figures which 
crowd the compositions, and the clearly mythical nature of the scenes ex
press a celestial drama. The figures fly or dance through the air, sit on the 
moutain top, but they all display their admiration for Siva, acknowledging 
him as the supreme principle of the universe. In fact Siva and Parvatl are 
the king and queen of the universe. 

George Michell is inclined to believe that at Elephanta, an attempt was 
made to connect the royal patron of the cave and his queen (or queens) 
with the cosmic royal family of Siva and Plirvati ( p. 26 ). Throughout history 
kings have patronised temples, endowed them, supported them and maintain· 
ed the resident priests. It was an effective method by which the ruler 
established political control and the legitimacy of his rule. It also ensured 
that his rule was divinely sanctioned and protected. He avers that in no 
other temple are the theatrical and the royal qualities of the sculpture more 
obvious, and that the double axial system of the temple suggests a division 
of devotion, and of other rituals ooe of which was to accommodate a royal 
ritual within the temple and the ceremonies associated with it. 

The third essay, Wendy Doniger 0' Flaherty's The Myths Depicted at 
Elephanta, by comparison with Michell's authoritative piece and Carmel 
Berkson's extraordinary photographs and her own interpretation, is 
disappointing. She seems to be obsessed with her theory of thresholds 
and dvlirapalas. 

The passage from the profane world into sacred space, is likened by 
Wendy O• Flaherty, to the crossing of a threshold, which is a difficult and 
dangerous transition for the crosser and for the guardian of the threshold, the 
dvarapiila. She narrates the episodes of Rama, Agni, Ga.r;iesa, Parasuriima, 
Bhrgu, Visvaksena, !\ii and RavaIJ.a in support of her theory. 

Her interpretation of the Ravai:ia under Kailiisa panel is a variant of 
H~e theme of crossing dangerous thresholds; also, the Mahli~ogl panel, for 
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the gods who wish to interrupt Siva in his long trance on Kailasa, have to 
cross a threshold to do so. Thresholds figure again as the borderline between 
the temple market and the temple proper (in Elephanta it is the end of 
stalls which line the steps which terminate at the great temple). 

Dviirapalas, where they appear in sculpture, are not necessarily the 
guardians of a god's privacy; they are seldom ferocious and belligerant, they 
are part of the god's (or king's) retinue, and their main function is to stand 
at the entrance to the sanctum sanctorurn - they are a sort of status symbol 
and a necessary ornamental adjunct to the sculpture. They remind the 
visitor or devotee that he is about to enter a sacred place. 

Many of Ms O'Flaherty's descriptions of Siva's actions nnd acti• 
vitics are offensive and in bad taste. Her references to Siva's 'notorious 
philandering' ( r· 28 ); 'his ablity to make love for several centuries with
out ceasin~ or letting his seed fall' ( p. 28 ); 'his persistent adulteries' 
( p. 34 ), are, to say the least, indelicate. In the Gangadhara, (alt hough she 
quotes from a text that PiirvatI's pose should look uneasy ), she sees a forced 
quality in the goddess' posture and sweepingly concludes that Parvatl regards 
this act of ' cosmic soteriology as simple bare-faced adultery ' ( p. 33 ). 
The Andhakasuravadha panel is summed up as •the Oedipal content of this 
m~th is blatant' ( p. 35 ) • 

In her threshold theory she refers to Adi's intention of killing Siva 
by mutilating him through sexual contact ( p. 28 ). Other things apart, this 
could have been omitted; and in her interpretation of the Kalyai:iasundara 
par.el, her reference to a text (not cited ) that during the marriage ceremony, 
Brahma was 'so intoxicated by Parvati's beauty, that she spilled his seed 
on the ground ' ( p. 33 ), is not only coarse and vulgar, but bas no relevance 
to the sculpture. 

P0ssibly the only mild remark in her essay, with reference to the 
Ardhanarlsvara is, 'in order to prevent Siva from carrying on with other 
women, Parvati made him join his body to hers' ( p. 35 ). 

Her inrerpretation of the Natarlija panel, includes coarse and unneces
sary detail, Siva's encounter in the Taragam forest. All or us who are 
acquainted with this episode, are familiar with the details, which have 
been described with elegance by greater authorities than Wendy Doniger 
O'Flaherty. Was it therefore nece~sary to describe the god as 'a handsome 
stark-naked beggar with an erect phallus; that the r~is cursed him to be 
castrated for seducing their wives, as a result his phallus fell to the ground • 
( p. 36 ), all of which is irrelevant to the myth of the Lord of Dan~e. 

A. s. -!ii 
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These coarse and vulgar allusions to and descriptions of Siva strike a 
discordant note in a book which is otherwise a welcome addition to the 
literature on Elephanta. They could hurt the feelings of the many people 
who visit the temple with devotion and humility. Her •mythological insights' 
could also mislead other visitors who would expect to see sculpture 
similar lo that at Khajuraho, Konarak and Modhera. The artists who created 
the panels in Siva's cave showed great restraint ; so have the many writers, 
great and small, who have described Elephanta in the past. But if this is 
Ms O'Flaherty's attempt, as she says in the Introduction, • to present some 
of the mythological insights and theological attitudes, that may have been 
in the minds of the sc•1lptors m:1ny centuries ago' ( p. xiii), she has 
ignominously failed; all she has succeeded in doing is to enhance her 
reputation as an erotomaniac. 

Owen C. Kail 

A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF MANUSCRIPTS IN THE 
MOROP.ANT COLLECTION IN THE LIBRARY OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF BOMBAY ; Volume 1, compiled by USHA R. 
BHISE, Bombay University Library, Bombay, 1981, pp. XV, 307, 

xxiv, - Rs. 45 /- . 

Like the two previous catalogues of Sanskrit manuscripts in the 
Library of the University of Bombay, published by the University earlier, 
this catalogue also has been edited very laboriously and carefully. It gives 
detailed information about every aspect of each manuscript, the nature, 
extent, size, contents, author, sacribc and date. 

The manuscripts containing Moropant's own Sanskrit compositions 

are very few like : 

AriJamuktamala ( 2891 ), Kasik~etrasthapri!irthana ( 300 ), Mantra· 
riimaum:ia ( 377 ), Muktamata ( 380) and Sankara-stotra ( 447 ). Most of 
the manuscripts are copies of portions from well-known Sanskrit works. 

In this catalogue the manuscripts have been divided in 4 parts. Part I 
contains 53 manuscripts giving portions from works in the Vedic literature. 
The manuscripts containing Jess known works like NiralambopanilfJd (40,41), 
Riimopani~ad ( 45) are worthy of notice. 

Among 73 manuscripts pertaining to Dharmasastra and Smrti literature 
a few deserve notice, since they deal with the books and topics, 
n.ot much known e. g. Karmavipi!ika of Mailugi ( 59 ), Sthaliprayoga of 
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Narnyai;ia ( 77 ), Ramaya1Jtl-pCirilyatza-vidhi ( 108 ) , Vaisvadeva-vidhi ( 111, 
112 ). The manuscripts of works in Purlii,a literature are mostly dealing 
with the well known Puriii;ias. 

As many as 62 manuscripts pertain to the Tantra-literature, 
One full manuscript (No. 255) gives detailed information about the various 
• Yantras.' 

In the last part of the manuscripts, dealing with Klivyas and Nlitakas, 
we mostly find portions from well-known poetic and dramatic compositions in 
classical Sanskrit literature. 

The manuscripts have been copied by Moropant himself, by his son 
Ragbunath and a few by other scribes. The collection bears testimony to 
the keen interest, which Moropant and his family have taken in various bran
ches of Sanskrit learning. The collection will be useful to those who want 
to know more about Moropaot and his family. 

The manuscripts dealing with less known and unpublished texts in 
Sansktit literature, indicated above, will provide good field for research
workers in Sanskrit. The two indices at the end, one of the works and the 
other of the authors, will serve useful purpose of ready reforence. 

G. V. Davane 

ON TRE COMPOSITION OF TRE NA'fYAS.ASTRA: by SRINI
VASA AYYA SRINIVASAN, Studien Zur Indologie Und 
Iranistik, Monographie I; Dr. Inge Wezler, Verlag Ftir Orienlalische 
Fachpublikationen; Reinbek, 1980. Price not given. 

Regarding the origin or composition of the Na~yasastra the generally 
accepted view is that the work is written by one man, namely Bharata, and 
that it is substantially homogeneous and that although it contains accre• 
tions they have not damaged the original tex_ture beyond recognition. The 
central purpose of Sri Srinivasan's essay under review is "to show that the 
famous Vlth chapter of the Nfi~ya,fistra on the rasa concept as also the 
sections in the work dealing with the drama forms called na~aka and 
prakaratia are made up of highly heterogeneous materials borrowed from. 
sundry sources and put together with no change but such as does not affect 
their substantial disparateness; that this heterogeneousness is irreducible; and 
that we have every reason to conclude that these disparate materials are 
not later accretions to the Nawatastra known to us." In other words, the 
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purpose of the essay is '' to show that these parts of the extant N0.~1/ct • 
lastra are compilatory in their corn position". The author briefly discusses 
the modern views on the composition or development of the Na~yasastra 
expressed by Madame Nitti-Dolci, Alsclorf and Warder. He speaks appro
vingly of l\fadame Nitti Dolci's and Alsdorf's short but pregnant remarks but 
dispargingly of Warder's 'scarcely controlled speculation' and passes judg
ment over his theory : "Surely this is a travesty of research'' ( p. 82, note 

22 ( 4-3) ). The author's study covers only a pnrt of the mammoth NO.Wa
iastra; on the basis of this study he makes ''an attempt at formulating 
principles that should be useful for diagnosing the composition not only of 
further parts of the Na{yasO.stra itself but also of other works". 

The essay under review, no doubt, attests to the author's great scholar
ship, industry and critical ability; but it docs not succeed in firmly estab

lising the compilatorY nature of the parts of the Na~yasastra. His 
remarks and observations, both in the essay proper ( p. 3 to p. 76) and the 
Notes to elucidate the earlier discussions ( p. 76 to p. 139 ), are more often 
than not extremely vngue, indefinite, purely tcnti!Live and of provisional 
character and naturally their value and importance is greatly diminished. To 
illustrate the point attention may be dtawn to the following observation of 
the author : ''If this ·view is correct, then ...... Perhaps it is more natural, 
however, to take ..... and ins]Jite of ... ... : one does very often get the impression 

that • tathaiva' is used 'piidapilra~artharn ', tlwngh this rcguires study. The 
author himself is conscious of the tentative nature of his present essay : 
~·In the case of the present essay, oue may sceptically ask if anything 
remains after deducting uncertain evidence and correspondingly tentative 
conclusions" ( p, 62). His discussions about variants, and inrerpretations 
of the passages from the Nawasastra arc useful for a better understanding of 
the text concerned, At some places, however, one finds it difficult to agree 
with him: P. 49 ( 13. 3) " ... __ the only element conceived to constitute 

the Heroic Mood is martial valour, whereas at 13. I this rasa includes alms-

giving ..... and it includes heroism with regard to dharma -an idea not c\ear 
to me ...... ". Dai:ic).in ( Ka·vyO.dar5a II. v 284) seems to illustrate the three 
kinds of vira, Hemacandra cites their examples as follows : 

i;l;;f \:l~<ftn illillif;:~ ~<llq.t~~ I ~T•rcfh:: 'R~T~-~~!:!~dr.nii:, I ~;a:<ftu 
<flr;:rfta UITT~ I 

p. 57 ( 14. 19. I, 14. 19. 'l, 14. 19. 3 ) : The author's way of improving the 
text as '1ia ·vitiQ.yebhyo' viparivrttua' in the sentence •iatra sarvarasaniini 

siintapraya evasviido na vi~ayebhyo 'viparivrttyii.. is ingenious no doubt 

but the reading preserved in KalpalatO.vi-veka ( p. 3 I 3, 1-2) would seem to 
be the genuine one : 
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~~·'forq~rs;:~OT(?'illlil ~H=fliff m•cHll~ 't<fl~: m <lffiil'rrcITT'l~ 
ft q~a- I 

p. 70 ( 15. IO. 3, 15. IO. 5) : " ...... whole seminal idea (?) (and) plot (?) 
are origiDal (? )" IL passes one's comprehension why the author of the present 
essay ignores the explanation of ' utpannabljavastu ' as ' piirvasiddhe bljam 
vastu ca yatra ta<;lrfamapi tat• given by Abhinavagupta in his Abhinavabhrirati 
(Vol. ll, p. 430) and reproduced by Hcmacandra in his Kiivyiinu~iisana 
(p.435). 

P. 116: • dhlram • iti mantbaram krtva • i~at-tvanirvii.haq (the act of 
smita should be performed delayingly and then, when it is performed, it 
should be only suggested, as it were: is this what Abhinavagupta means?)". 
Certainly not. What Abhinavagupta intends to convey would be at once 
clear if we read the concerned sentence rrom Abhinavabhiirati as follows : 

~firfct ii;:iR i[.ffi I l'Ftf ~I~ - ~~f{fff I 
(Note the difference between the two expressions • feyad vikasitair 

gai:i<;tuil} • and 'gai:i<;Jair ·vilcasitair • used in defining • smita • and • hasita' 
respectively). This reading 'I~atvani nivaryaha' finds strong support in 
Hemacandra's paraphrase • ~mitasya i~attayam vyapagatayam hasitam • 
l Kiivyiinusiisana, Viveka p. 115, l. 25 ). 

P. 117 : "' Kiilagatam' of (VII) I am unable to explain, nor its 
variant kalagatam, if this latter is at all a serious reading ". 

Abbinavagupta explains KiiJagata1il as 'Kalaucitam •. The Nawa· 
darpa:r;ia ( p. 148) uses • samaya·priiptam' with reference to 'vihasitam' 
(and anavasara-priiptarn with reference to• apahasitam' ). These explnations 
of kiiliigata seem to be quite satisfaccory. ' Kalagatam' is, of course, a 
corrupt reading. 

P. 132 Note : 78 ( 1 S, 11, 4 )". " ...... Abhinavagupta speaks of the 
prakara'Ja being saptavidha, and later on ... ··· he says : ekaui1i15ati~ 

prakaratie liheda~. I do not understand the arithmetic involved". 

The following passage from Nawadarpa1,1a l p. 104) enables one to 
understand easily the arithmetic im:olved : 

··· ~~~e(l'oT ~~ ~a~~ir_ l ~olr iff~'fi: I 'lfi~ ~«!\.~if, I Cl'llJ·~·m-l<lil 
~1~1: 1 ~qr~<fi·fa-fufor·r11irif ~ur.t?.; ~'f.tlllif. 1 "~ il-11: ~'li<if.'r afu;ot~m"li<iq;r tt'f.T 
ll'W= I~ 'lfi(?i·~"tlftt I 't<flr<fi"1i<iq1fi{·.~1~ ~:i:rr +iw1: I Cf~I 'ifl:i:J'Ji·~qri\'P:l'flcf~: 
~~~r <ii<i'lil" irl~~~q :q1q;<!q;r ~m f;r'lilt~<iir: 1 il1:i.:i-'fi·qj(?l'·q~tt.."'r ~~rlJ!t 
~ar<nJ:Ifi:t if.<?qif tf<fiT +lW: I -q;<i" whft~~ ~a ... ~TW-li{IJli{_ ~fu I ... ~tttit~~
~m ~a~~ Sl<ti{171l1;.. ({{fll~Cfifw&~ ~ 'V'l'ti: Jf~ar11; r 
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Jn spite of these and such other imperfections the present essay is a 
valuable contribution to the textual study of the Nat:JJasastra and scholars 
interested in the subject are bound to benefit by its study. 

V. M. Kullcarni 

SANSKRIT N.A'f'AKO MEN PRA7'IN.AYAKA: THE ANTAGO

NIST IN SANSKRIT DRAMA (Hindi) by ABHAY MITRA, Ashu 
Prakashan, Allahabad, 1981, pp, 14, 368, Rs. 65 / - . 

Dr. Abbay Mitra, the author or this book, is already known to lovers 
of Sanskrit through his bltavanuva<la of Meghad·uta in Hindi published in 
the year l979. The present study of pmtmayaka, the anti-hero in Sanskrit 
dramas, happens to be his thesis for the degree of D. Phil. of the Univer
sity of Allahabad, now presented in a book form. The author has 
presented his study in 8 chapters. Chapter 1 is intended to present a review 
or the source and development of pratinayalca dealing with figures of 

Vedic gods, like Indra and Varui;ia and their 'enemies ' like Vftra, Sambara 
etc. Granting that this study is illuminating, it is difficult to accept its 
relevance to dramatic literature which, according to Bharata, is primarily 
concerned with lokavrtta. The fact that enmity springs from a sense of rivalry, 
bate, ambition etc. cannot be gainsaid, but the question is of presenting 
this material through the art-form namely drama. In chapter 2, the 
author has rightly examined the theoretical material in Sanskrit poetics 
regarding pratinayaka and chapters 5, 6 and 7 exnaustively deal with this 
pratinayaka in the whole range of classical Sanskrit dramas based on 
Ramaya~1a, Mahabharata, Kr~i;ia-Iegcnd, historical and folk tales. The author 
has carefully examined the Sanskrit theory of dramatic construction in chapter 
3 and has ably dealt with the five avasthas, artha-prakrtis, sand/tis as well as 
dramatic patterns like J:?ima ( p. 160 ), Vy a yoga ( p. 161 ), Sama vakara ( p. 162 ) 
not excluding of course rasa in chapter 4. One cannot help saying that 

all this is only remotely connected with the study or anti-hero. This remark 
is all the more true of chapter 8, where the author has attempted to compare 
the pratini'iyaka of Sanskrit with the villain in Western tragdey. Comparisons 
between Cai;iakya and Riik~asa of the MuclraralctµJsa and Brutus and 
Caesar of Julius Caesar (pages 336, 397) are to say the least, odious and 
cannot prove the superiority or inferiority on one and the other as concep
tions of characters in the two dramas arc moulded by the cultural ethos of 
the people and the values of life accepted by the dramatists, and the difference 
between these two dramatists in this matter is too obvious to be ignored, 
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The author has rightly pointed out that the philosophical doctrines 
and the cultural and social background of Sanskrit dramatists have led to the 
idealisation of the hero ( p. 142 and elsewhere) making the pratinayalca an 
anti-hero representing the forces of opposition that temporarily thwart the 
hero's intended achievement. This has resulted into the pratinayafcas repre· 
sented by mythological or purattic figures like Ravai:ia, Kamsa or the 
social character like Sakara. 

The author has also shown that Bharata has not referred to the prati· 
nayaka ( p. 7 l ) and that the definition of pratinayalca given by the author of 
Daforupaka, viz. • ~;o,.:r: o,.:r)~CR:a&'rl: 'll~ ~lr-1T ft"3;:' is not fully applicable 
in the context of Sanskrit dramas ( p. 78 )." lt is evident that characteristics 
enlisted by this author as well as Ramacandra-Gui:iacandra, Hemacandra, 
and Bhoja do not tally with the actual portrayals of the pratinayalca by 
dramatists. Dai.i~in was the first theorist who stated that the status or anti
hero is expected to ultimately heighten the glory of the hero. All this 
makes the second chapter extremely interesting for the discerning readers. 

The same can certainly be said about the chapters 5, 6 as well as 7 
where the author's analysis indicates fresh approach as we11 as the discerning 
eye of a critical reader. As the question of the pratinfi.yaka is cssentia11y linked 
up with the nayaka, the author will admit that there is room for difference 
of opinion in case of unconventional dramas of Bhasa as well as plays 
like !Yfudraru./c:jasa and Vetiismitliara. Neverthelrss, the author must be 
given the credit for making out a case for Bharata as the hero of Bhasa's 
Pratimana~alca. Nevertheless, the author's argument rega1ding Ghatotkaca 
as the hero and Bhlma as anti· hero in MadhyamavyO.uoga is unconvincing. 
The same can be said regarding the status of Sakara traceable to 8ak1mtala 
( i. e . .AbhijnO.nasalmntalam )· It is possible to argue that the relationship or 
the superintendent with the king may have been suggested by Siidraka's 
play itself. 

The present volume unfortunately suffers from repetitions. The topics 
such as rasa-vi1·odha, sandhis, are discussed twice or thrice. The same can 
be said about the tn·atment given to Sakara's character. Repetition of quota· 
tions could have been avoided. This volume is also disfigured by misprints 
like ~m:r: for~~~: ( p. 25 ), CfiNi for Cfi{$ ( p. 287 I. 19 ). These misprints 
are seen not only in Sanskrit and English quotations, but are found also 
on a single page ( e. g. p. 287). 

This does not detract the merit of the volume as this happens to 
pe the first attempt, in my opinion, to theoretically and comprehensively 
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discuss the problem or the partinoyalca. Hence the author has certainly made 
a useful contribution to the study or dramatic theory anJ character. 

M. D. Paradkar 

THE KUR!J!A-PU RA.lf A: P.uts I and 11.: ANCIENT INDIAN 
TRADITION AND MYTHOLOGY, Vols. 20 and 21, translated 
and annotated by GANESH VASUDEO TAGARE and edited by 
J. L. SHASTRf, Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, 1982, pt. I, pp. xlvi, 336 
and pt. 2, pp. xiii, 632. Price not given. 

Volume 20, Part I 

The Kashiraj Trust, Varanasi, has already published a critical text of 
the Kurma-Pura7J.a, translation and annotations by Shri Anand Swarup 
Gupta, in the year 197 l. Tu 1982, in the series or Ancient Indian Tradition 
and M)·lbology started by Motilal Banar~idass, Volumes 20, 21, Parts I and 
II contain English Translation and annotations by Dr. Ganesh Vasudeo 
Tagare. Volume 20, Part I contains chapters 1-53 ( Piirvlirdba) and 
Volume 21, Part II contains chapters 1-46 ( Uttarardha ). 

According to the editor, the present translation is based on the 
standard edition or the Venkatcsvar Press, Bombay. 

ln the Preface to both the volumes the editor has given a brief 
descriptive note on the miscellaneous topics which are dealt with in them 
indicating their encyclopaedic character. He has forther pointed out some 
special reaturcs of Dr. Tagare's translation and annotations. 

In the Introduction the author has discussed ( l ) The Title - Kurma
Purat1a (=KP), ( 2) The Rank and Extent or the KP, ( 3) The Kurma 
as a Maho-Pura1,1.a, ( 4) The KP and the Narada-Puro'l)a, ( 5) Religious 
Sects in the KP, ( 6) Philosophy in the KP, ( 7) "Pa;upatisation" of 
the KP. ( 8) Dharrna§.astra in the KP, ( 9) The date or the KP. AU 
these aspects or the KP have been fully and critically discussed to make the 
study of the Purili;ia complete. The Introduction thus gives a full exposition 
or the contents of the KP, and throws light on the various religious philo

sophical ideas presented by the KP. 

The ln!roduction is followed by English Trrmslation and Annotations. 
In the translation Dr. Tagare has indicated the verse numbers but in the 
Varanasi edition verse numbers are not indicated. He has also taken note 
or variations in readings in other editions of the KP, discussed them and 
stated his reasons for accepting a particular reading. Normally translators 
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do not translate the epithets or gods and goddesses; but in this work the 
author has translated the epithets or the goddess at KP I. 12. Simple 
language and clarity may also be noted. 

The important part of this work is constituted by the scholarly and 
valuable annotations given in the footnotes. The author has explored all 
the relevant works in explaining and criticising the KP. Relevant passages 
from other PuraQ.as have been quoted and philosophical ideas which are 
common to several other Pura1:rns are explained. This will give an insight 
into the philosophy of the Puriil)aS and indicate how in certain respects the 
Pura1_1.as are bound together by common ideology. Variations in the mytho· 
logical legends in the d iiferenr Pura~as are pointed out. (pp. 54, 136, 147, 
149, 150, 166, 170 etc.). The annotator has examined the views of other 
scholars and commentators also, while stating his views (pp. 56, 57, 130, 
303, 308 etc. ). 

The author bas given a comparative table of verses to show how the 
KP and the Vi~u·Puriitm are close textually (pp. 142, 156 ). While 
commenting on Vi~1_1.u's epithet "Trivikrama ", the author remarks, '"The 
legend of Bali and Vamana which developed out of this is not creditable to 
Vi~1_1u despite the dcrencc of Pura1;ia-writers as is found in the Bliagavata
Puratm 8. 15. 1-23, Brahma Puriitia 73.1-69, Padma Puriitza I. 30. 1-203. 
By his generosity and truthfulness, Bali proved to be higher in stature than 
the great Vi~Q.u, a pigmy Viimana as he came to be called aptly ( p. 166 ). 
This criticism of Yamana is quite significant and indicates an impartial out· 
look of a scholar who refuses to be guided by sectarian eulogy whatsoever. 

At KP I. 22. 40 ( p. 194) he has rightly pointed the tolerant attitude 
and an attempt to amalgamate the Vedic and Purai;iic deities, and also the 
evolution of Hinduism from Vedism and transition toward5 all comprehensive 
Purli1_1.ic religion. 

In the KP, side by side we come across pasages glorifying Vi~i;iu and 
Siva. From this account, scholars like S. K. De and R. C. Hazra have come 
to the conclusion that the KP was originally a Vai~i:iava Pural)a, a work of 
the Pancaratra-system, but later on it was Pasupatized. Dr. Tagarc, however, 
feels that such side by side eulogy of Vi~~u and Siva or identification of 
Vi~Q.U with Siva is meant lo establish "saman'Vaya" between Vai~1_1.avism and 
Saivism ( p. 198 ). It may be pointed out here that yet he docs not totally 
rule out the possibility of Pasupatization in the KP. He holds that the 
Purai:ias being a literature of growth, additions, modifications, interpolations, 
etc. have taken place before their final redactions. So it is not improbable 
that Pasupatas tried to insert the glory of their ~od in the KP ( p. xiii). 

4. s. -46 
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Presuming this possibility, he remarks that if at all some attempt bad been 
made at the Pii~upatizatioo of this Puriii;ia, it was superficial and perfunctory 
( p. 224 ). 

At KP I. 26 the origin and importance of linga·worship is discussed. 
Here the KP identifies a liil.ga with a column of fire, and the annotator has 
rightly said that this is an attempt to emphasize the sacrificial origin of ~iva
linga ( p. 225 ). It may be stated here that linga-worship is not of Aryan 
origin (Cf. Rv. VII. 21. 5; Bhandarkar, R. G. - Vai~1).avism, Saivism 
and Minor Religiaus Systems, p. 115 ). When the sectarian Puriir;ias were 
composed, nothing prevented their authors from imagining and interpreting 
religious practices, beliefs and ideas so as to suit their purpose. Accordingly, 
to glorify Unga-worship the KP identified linga with fire. In its attempt to 
.exalt li1iga-worship the KP goes further and identifies linga with Supreme 
Brahman, KP I. 26. 100. 

The author has profusely quoted from The Geography of the Puro'{IJls 
by Prof. S. M. Ali, to throw light on the geography in the KP. 

Volume 21, Part II 

This Volume contains translation of the second half of the KP, 
annotations thereon and an Index. The topics contained in this are miscel
laneous such as the Pasupata Yoga, the Vibhiiti Yoga, the Yoga oflsvara as 
the means of crossing the ocean of worldly existence, religion, ethics, 
philosophy, etc. 

First eleven chapters of this part of the KP contain Isvaragitii - the 
song of iSvara i.e. Siva. It resembles the Bhagavadgita. Dr. Tagare bas 
Indicated the parallelism between the Bhaga-vadgitO. and iSvaragita in the anno
tations. The entire discourse by Sha and Vyasa reveals Piisupata interpolation. 
R. C. Hazra has indicated in his book, Puriir.iic Record.s on Hindu Rites and 
Customs, that these are Piisupata documents pure aod simple ( p. 62 ). Here 
in this context Dr. Tagare seems to agree with R. C. Hazra (pp. 340, 364, 
366 ). 

Though the author has followed Venkate5var Ed., he has pointed out 
the flaws in the text of this edition and his disapproval of it. ( pp. 380, 381 ) . 

Approach of the author is scholarly; he has traced the origin of the 
data found in the KP. Thus at KP ll. 12, he has pointed out that KP II 
has incorporated practically the whole of its twelfth chapter dealing with the 
deities of celibate students from .Au5anasa Smrti Chapter I; throwing further 
light on this Qtalt~r he states that the KP had ~h~ stat1,1s of a Smrti and man~ 
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verses from this chapter are quoted as authority in respectable works on 
Dharmasastra like Bmrti Gandl'ilca, Gatnrvarga Gintamatii, Viramitrodaya, 
Nin:urya Sindliu and others. While annotating Dharmasastra topics, material 
has been thoroughly examined and explained. Relevant works on Dharma· 
siistra have been referred to. Thus it will be observed that the exhaustive 
annotations form a very useful part of this work. They are a valuable contri· 
bution of the author. At the end of Volume 21 there is an Index. This lndex 
will be found useful, because it is not only an index of words but also a 
dictionary of words occurring in the KP. ln the Abbreviations, I could come 
across one error which though small is very obvious : HD History of Dharma 

Sastra by P. V. Kane, G. 0. S. (for B. 0. R. I.). 

The entire work proves the amount of trouble that Dr. Tagare has 
taken to make the study of the KP complete to the best of his ability. 
Dr. Tagare deserves congratulations for presenting this valuable work to the 
students of Indology, 

-Jaya Ohemburlcar 

INDIAN SOCIETY, RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY (A STUDY 
OF THE BRAHMAVAIVARTAPURA"f':l"A) : by ANANTRAY J. 
RAWAL, D. K. Publications, Delhi, 1982, pp. ix, 360. Rs. 150/-, 
s. 30-00. 

According to its Preface, the present work is a Ph. D. thesis written 
by Dr. Ananlray J. Rawal. The author has analysed the contents of the 
Brahmm;aivartapurar:ia ( = BVP) under four heads, viz. ( I ) Society, ( 2) 
Religion, ( 3) Philosophy, and ( 4) Mythology. In the Introduction, he has 
discussed the problem of the original BVP and the extant BVP, and has 
pointed out that the extant BVP is different or the enlarged one and not the 
same as described in various works. According to him it might originally be 
a work of Brahma cult before seventh or eighth century A. D., but after 

tenth century A. D., when Riidha·Krg1a-worship became popular, the original 
BVP underwent change and was enlarged and revised. 

After examining the works of the different scholars for fixing up the 
date of the BVP, the author has come lo the conclusion that the date of the 
BVP is between 1400 A. D. and 1600 A. D. On the basis of the internal 
evidence, the author has shown that the home of the BVP is Bengal. 

lo explaining the title "Brahmavaivarta-PuriiQa ", the present author 

has only restated the. explanation given in the Puriii;ia itself. A Purai:ia 
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known as Brahmakaivarta is available in S. India. The author is not able 
to throw any light on whether these two Purar;ias are identical or whether 
they are different. 

After mentioning the ten characteristics mentioned in the BVP. the 
author states the three categories or the Purii1.rns, viz. Sattvika, Rajasa, 
and Tamasa. The BVP is said to belong to Rajasa category, and it is also said 
to belong to the class of Purar;ias which underwent two general revisions. 

Io Second chapter, we get a statement of various aspects of social 
life: ( I ) Varr;ia System ( 2) Asrama System ( 3 ) Slavery ( 4) Marriage 
( S) Family ( 6) Position of Women. All these topics come under the 
purview of Dharrnasiistra, According to Dr. R. C. Hazra, tradition deman
ded that the Purii"1as would be re-edited with changes in society so that their 
importance as works or authority might not decrease. Besides, Dr. Rawat 
also opines that the original BVP underwent change and was revised. Under 
these circumstances, after the statement of rhe topics pertaining to Dharma
fiastra, a few relevant comments on these topics by the author would have 
been appreciated. 

The third chapter gives a picture of socio-economic life on the basis 
of food, drink, dress, ornaments, sports, pastimes, art, architecture, customs, 
conventions, beliefs, superstitions, etc. incidentally referred to in the BVP. 

In the fourth chapter (section I) the author describes in brief wor
ship of the following gods and goddesses and reward of worship. The 
deities are : Vi~Q.u, Kni;ia, Radha-Kr~IJ.a, Siva, Brahma, GaQe5a, Dharma, 
Surya, Durga, Radba, Sarasvatl, Vasundhara, Tulasi, Savi1rl, Lak~mi, 
Svadha, Svaha Dak~ii;ia, ~a~lhl, Mangalaca1;11;tl, Manasii, Surabbi. It may 
be remarked here that the worship of Radha·Kr~IJ.a is an important aspect 
of Vai~i;iavism, and secondly it is a further development of Kr~i:ia-bhakti or 
Gopalakr~i:ia cult expounded in the Bhagavata Puratta where Riidha is 
absent. This being the case, the author should have dealt with this topic 
elaborately and given us his observations on this development. Similarly, 
instead of giving a mere list of Stotras, Kavacas, Dhyanas, Mantras, Bija
mantras, he should have explained these terms and shown their significance 
in the practice of devotion. His approach appears to be superficial. 

The section Il of the fourth chapter gives a brief account of the 
Sankhya system incorporated in the BVP to explain the process by which the 
world is evolved. The rest of this section is devoted to a brief explanation 
of various philosophical concepts such as Maya, Kala, Brahman, Samsara. 
/Iva, Deha, Dehi, Creation, Dissolution, Brahmtii;i<;la, Goloka, Kailiisa, 
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Bhakti, Doctrine of Grace, Emancipation, Hap1a· Yoga practised by Natha· 
yogins. 

The BVP consists of four KhaQ9as: ( I ) Brahma-KhaQ9a. ( 2) Pra
krti-Khax;i9a, ( 3) Gar:iapati-Khagc;Ia, and ( 4) Kf~Qa-Khar:i9a. Naturally here 
we get account of Brahma, Gai;ie5a, and Kr~Qa, but also for the first time 
we get en elaborate account of Radhii, such as Her birth, childhood, 
marriage, Her relation lo Kr~i;ia, Her Divinity, etc. not obtained from other 
Puri!ir;ias except the Padma PurO.tia which contains a very brief account. 
In addition to these deities, there are incidental accounts of other gods and 
goddesses. In the fifth chapter mythology is presented in the form of a 
statement of these accounts. The account of Radha is useful. 

At the end there are five appendices giving ( l) A brief summary of 
the BVP, ( 2) Geographical and Ethnic Data, ( 3 ) Flora and Fauna in the 
BVP, ( 4) A list of Stotras, Mantras, Kavacas, Dhyanas and Bljamantras, 
and ( 5) Editions and translations of the BVP, and Bibliography and an 

Index. 

Not a single chapter contains a conclusion or at least a few conclud
ing remarks at the end; similarly at the end of the work also there is no 
conclusion. Author has taken pains to examine a good number of works 
of other writers and has profusely quoted from them. But there seems to be 
a very little attempt on his part at commenting on, and interpreting the data 
collected. And last but not the least, it may be humbly pointed out that 
more care should have been taken to ensure correct English. However, this 
being the first attempt, Dr. Rawal deserves congratulations. The work can 
serve the purpose of ready reference for a research student. 

-J aya C/iembttrkar 

THE EPIC BEAUTIFUL: AN ENGLISH VERSE RENDERING OF 
THE SUNDARA KAt:rI?A OF THE RAMAYAt:rA OF VALMIKI 
by K. R. SRINlVASA IYENGAR, Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi• 
1983, pp. xii, 512, Rs. 60/- . 

Of the two national epics, Valmlki's Ramaya'{lll has " a greater simpli. 
city of plan, a more delicate ideal temperament and a finer glow of poetic 
warmth and colour". It is an adi-kO.vya with exquisite human story; it is a 
parable of the expansion of Ar} an hegemony ; it is a didactic dramatisation 
of the conflict of Light and Darkness; it is a pramiitui to point out paths 
leading to the higest puru11artha. Thus its varied fascinating facets cam~ot 
be reduced to a formal formula. 
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Of the seven Ka~<;tas of the Ramayatia, the Sundara Klli;i~a has been 
regarded by some scholars as the nucleus of the whole epic architecture. It 
is believed that " Sl1ii in the Afoka Grove is the sanctum sanctorum of the 
vastly srructured Romiiya'{la temple, and Vii.lmiki should have felt that this 
Sitiiyana ... this ' bija-kai;i~a • according to .Agastya Sai11hito ...... must be 
sung first before be could indite the rest of the magnificent poem'' ( p. 16 ). 
Leaving this problem of the order of composition of the Kiii;i<;las, it is patent 
to all that the Sundara Kii.Q<;la has enjoyed universal appeal like the Bhagavad· 
gita. This Kiii;i<;la itself is regarded as "an epic in its own sovereign right, 
with the necessary concord of parts, the appurtenances appropriate to a 
heroic tale and the feel of unity in its massive strength and completeness in 
hs variegated richne~s." ( p. 19 ). The Sundara Kai:ii,ia is so called as it has 
the 8abda·artha-saundarya, the nine Sentiments, Riima • Hanumat • Sltii
Saundarya, etc. It bas an appeal for everyone· poet, philosopher, soldier, 
young, old or even a child. 

The Sundara Kiil;l<;la comprises 68 cantos containing about 3,000 Alokas. 
Prof. K. R. Srinivasa Iyengar has divided these cantos into seven books viz. 
Passage to Linkii ( 1-277 ), Search for Sita ( 278 - 651 ), Shi and Ravei;ia 
( 652 - 996 ), Sltii's Darkest Night and Dawn ( 997-1235 ), Sltii and Hunilmlln 
( 1236-1746), Havoc in Lanka ( 1747-2310) and Return to Rama ( 2311-
2823 ). The 8lokas have been translated into 10 - 7 - IO- 7 unrbymed quat· 
rains with a general Sloka - quatrain equivalence. The translator has generally 
followed the Dharmalaya edition which contains 2885 Slokas in the Sundara 
Kar;iga. An English translation into verse of Bala - KiiQ~a, Canto 1 - 3 forms 
the Prologue and that of A.dityah.rdayam and the Coronation or Rama and 
situ from the Yuduha- Kar:iga forms the Epilogue. The translator has 
refrained from inversions, archaisms and the so-called ' poeticisms' or poetic 
diction. ortcn the sense overflows the quatrain mould to avoid excessive 
metrical monotony. The • Notes and Comments' (pp. 481-512) are brief. 
The Introduction ( pp. 1-35) deals with topics like the epic tradition, the 
universality of the Ramaya?µL and the beauty of Sundara Kar;i<;ta. 

The language is lucid and the translation does help us to experience 
a raint echo of the beauty of The Epic Beautiful. Prof. K. R. Srinivasa 
Iyengar deserves our hearty congratulations for making available this beauti· 
ful Kar;iga of the Ramaya'l).(l in eloquent and appealing English verses. 

- S. A. Upadhyaya 

LA RELIGION DES MALAlJARS :- TESSIER DE QUERALAY ET 
LA CONTRIBUTION DES MlSSIONNAIRES EUROPEENS A LA 



REVIJ!WS 367 

NAISSANCE DE L' INDIANISME by GITA DHARAMPAL, 
Nouvelle Revue de science missionnaire, Switzerland, 1982, pp. 351. 

Price not given. 

Gita Dharampal's doctoral thesis on the Religion of the Malabars and 
the contribution of European missionaries to the birth of J ndianism is charac
terised by a high standard of scholarship. This work is mainly a detailed 
study of Tessier de Qucralay's treatise on the religion of the Ma\abars. 
This rich and varied document bears witness to the profound interest of 
European missionaries in Jndia. 

Tessier de Queralay was the proctor of Pondicherry in charge of the 
Paris Society of Foreign Missions from ](199 to I 720. His treatise was 
written for the ecclesiastical authorities in Europe and was to provide the 
necessary orientation for missionary activity in the furture. He describes the 
social and religious practices of the Tamilian Brahmins at the beginning of 
the eighteenth century. Till the middle of the eighteenth century in Euro
pean literature as well as in the writings of missionaries the term " malabar '' 
applied to the indigenous population of the whole of South India. 

The author has pointed out that Tessier's work is rich with information 
for indologists and linguists. It is also an important document on colonial 
history. According to Gita Dharampal, Tessier has grasped the essential 
aspects of the Tamilian socio-religious order. Particularly intere'>ting is the 
section in which the various ceremonies and rituals of marriage are described. 
The Christian doctrine serves as an ultimate point of reference io descri
bing the religion of the Malabars. Tessier•s views are sometimes prejudiced. 
For exemple, about marriage he observes: ••By creating Eve from the rib 
of Adam, God created the institution of marriage for the procreation of the 
human race. But according to the piriimai;iar i. e. (the Brahmins ), it is their 

Gods themselves who set the example to human beings by marrying each 
other. Thus by indulging in carnal pleasures they lose their divine status" 
( p. 66 ). Tessier has described a world dominated by idol worship and 
superstition. This justified the activities of the missionaries and proved the 
need for the conversion of this entire people to the Christian faith. 

The author has made a comprehensive and systematic study of 
Tessier's text and compared it with accounts left by other missionaries. The 
various approaches and attitudes of missionaries provide interesting insights 
into Europe's understanding of India at the beginning of the modern era. 
She has also studied the repercussions of political and cultural changes in 
Europe on missionary activity in India. She has thus placed Tessier's docu-

. P,Jept i~ its historic;:al context. The lluthor deserves praise for her presentatioq 
. ' ; . 
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of the text, the judicious selection of excerpts and for supplying o lucid and 
erudite commentary as well. 

This work, written in impeccable French, is a significant contribution 
to Indology and deserves to be more widely distributed. An English trans· 
lation of the book would be welcomed by scholars. 

Mangala R. Sirdeslipande 

SHAJLOPANISHAD: THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, rendered 
in Sanskrit verse with English text, 2nd Edn. by L. V. DESHPANDE, 
Sri Maiji C. Ramankutty Nair for the Universal Mai-ism Trust, 
Bombay, 1983, pp. 77. Rs. 10/-. 

Jesus Christ's Surmon fl'!- the Mount like the Gita is accepted to be a 
universal discourse and has become a part of the heritage of humanity. 
Rendering this into happy Sanskrit was a responsible task. Shri L. V. 
Deshpande, already known to Sanskritists, as a scholar as well as a poet, has 
done a commendable job by rendering this book in felicitous Sanskrit. The 
simplicity and elegance of the original have been finely retained. Lines 

such as ' at~ Ti' sn:it((-..<t fifl# ~T~r ' or • ~ ~ filrm ~~ (l't.tT ' 

do not sound like translations at all. Similarly renderings like ~«T ~~ 
ft"' it 'Rf~ dcr q-ij-~ have the quality of a quote. Index of Sanskrit verses 
given at the end speaks of the carefulness of the author. As Sanskrit is 
the fountain source of India's life and culture, this scholarly rendering of 
the Sermon on the Mount in Sanskrit will prove to be a cementing factor 
in the integration of India and the world. Shri L. V. Deshpande, therefore, 
deserves to be complimented for this laudable effort. 

M. D. Paradkar 

SONGS OF TAGORE rendered into English by ARUNA CHAKRAVATI, 
Vaitalik, Bombay, N. D. Price not given. 

This is an exquisite publication which must be read even if it is not 
for sale. Only a limited edition has been published, but a copy has been 
presented to the Library of The Asiatic Society of Bombay. There are a 
hundred select songs, which took two years to translate meticulously, many 
for the first time. Referring to Aruna Chakravarti, this is what the noted 
Tagore scholar, Krishna Kripalani, Chairman, National Book Trust, has to 
say in his IntrodutionM• "Being a Bengali by birth, she bas a sensitive under
~tandio~ of the original texts of the songs, and havin~ been trained to sin~ 
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R11bindra Sangeet, she has succeeded in selecting those which are evocative 
to the mind and pleasing to the ear. She is a teacher of English literature 
in a Delhi Collrge and her proficiency in the use of the English language has 
ensured that her translations are both faithful and elegant: a no mean 
achievement. It is to be hoped that this publication of one hundred select 
songs of Tagore, giving the original Bengali text in Devanagari script on one 
page and its English rendering on the page opposite, will be welcomed as a 
boon by Indian and non-Indian listeners, who have no access to the original 
language of the poet, but enjoy listening to his tiongs and would like to 
understand what the song says." 

Tagore was a poet-composer, and used to say that his songs would 
outlive his poems, which has come true by the increa!ling popularity of 
Rabindra Sangect, both in India and abroad. ••I feel as if music wells up 
from within some unconscious depth of my mind, that is why it has a certain 
completeness." The songs chosen are much loved and often sung ... they 
have been grouped in five categories ... Love Songs, Devotional Songs, Songs 
of the Motherland, Songs of the Seasons, and other Songs. They often 
touch on the quest of the unattainable. As Krishna Kripalani has explained, 
Tagore's poetry is rich with music and his music no less rich with poetry. 
To appreciate his music, one must understand the poetry of the words, for 
Tagore was matchless in the way he matched words, tune and mood. 

A. K. Banerjee 

NfLAKA'lf[HAVIRACITAIJ BHA'!"['ARKAIJ ( .Arlcamadhuri 'fika· 
sa1irvalita~) Edited by Shri Anantn Tryambak Pingle, Ganganath 
Jha Kendriya Sanskrit Vidyapitham, Prayag, 1980, pp. 126. Price 
not stated. 

It is very encouraging to note that the study of Mimiimsli is receiving 
a wider attention of scholars in the last decade. Present volume viz. 
BhaHarka has been an important work on Mimiimsii written by Nllakai;itha 
BhaHa neglected so far even by scholars. The Gaoganatha Jha Kendriya 
Sanskrit Vidyapeetha of Prayag has done a distinct service to the lovers of 
Purva-Mlmiimsil by publishing this work on the basis of the single Manus
cript in its possession. 

Nllaka1,1tha Bhaga, the author of this work ( 17th century A. D.) 
has been a luminary in the field of Pii.rva·Mimamsii. His work, Bhagavant,a. 
bhaskara, written with the intentions of framing a course of study particularly 
suitable to his intimate pupil Bha~awant Deva of Bµodelknanda has becomo 

+ !1,-47 
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famous in the field of Mimarhsii. Mayiikhas of this book have become 
independent treatises on important Mlmlinisa subjects like vyavahara, 
acara, prati~~ha etc. A study of the principles of Mimamsa in these Mayfi. 
khas was already undertaken by Dr. S. G. Moghe in his thesis presented to 
the University of Bombay in the year 1967. At that time much was not 
known about other works like Vadodyata, VidMvada and BhaWi.rka attri
buted to this versatile and prolific writer on Mimamsii. The present volume 
fulfils this need and therefore serves an important purpose. 

BhaffO.rka as the very name suggests is a ' flash of light on the BhaHa 
school'. Students of Mlmanisa already know that 7th Century A. D. 
became the best period for Mimiinisfi with the advent of Prabh1ikara Misra 
and Kumarlla Bhana who became the founders of two schools in Mimiimsil 
viz. Gurumata and BhaHamata due to their divergent views on the essence 
of Mlmiirhsii-siistra. NHakaQtha wrote Bha~~arka with a view to evaluate 
the BhaHa views on the categories ( pridiirthas) and present them with some 
modification based on his own thought. It is significant to note that Nila
kai)lha accepts Sakti as an independent category and adds Sanikhya, 

Vi~ayatii and Vaisi~tYa in his list of categories. Jn fact Nllakaqtha not only 
differs from the Vaise~ikas but also indicates his difference of opinion from 
the followers of his school namely BhaHa school. 

The editor, Dr. Anant Tryambak Pingle, has neatly presented the 
text of BhaHarka with the introduction of Prameyapadarthiidhikiira, Bhava
tviidhikiira, Bhiivapraknriidhikiira and has furlhcr elaborated the subject in 
three main chapters namely Dravyf1dhikara, Gui:i,adhikiira and Karmadya
dhiklira. After having presented the text, the learned editor has proceeded 
to present his commentary i. e. Arkamiidhurivylilchya wherein reflects the 
originality of NilakaQtha in presenting his views on categories. His intro· 
ductory remarks at the beginning of his commentary on Saktyadhikara of 
Bha~~arka ( p. 110) are extremely interesting and instructive. The words of 
the learned commentator viz. 

ma-mfi'1'a1@qq~1trii=•mn·~q1F:m't ~P-f~ift irci ~q~~~~n.. srfit
~arlftfu 1 ~ ~q-: " ~ sffit~Tfi\' f.rqir.f sntFff.r~fti'amif~r srfu
~ ~ <1aa 1 ( p. 119, lines 1-2) 

speak of the pointedness as well as fluency of language. The editor deserves 
compliments from all lovers of Piirvamimamsa for presenting this edition of 
BhaH<irka along with his comm:::ntary known as Arkam<idhuri. The Intro· 
duction to this volume by Dr. C. D. Bijelwan, the Principal of the Kendriya 
Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Guruvayoor ( Kerala ), briefly discusses all important 
~oints <;:onnected with the contributioQ of Nllakai;itha, the author of 
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Bha~tarka. Scholars will be awaiting the English translation and critique of 
this valuable work intended to be published (Introduction p. 8) by G. N. 
Jha Kendriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha. 

J,f, D. Paradkar 

PURABHILEKH-PURATATVA, Journal of the Directorate of 
Archives, Archueology and Museum, Vol. 1 No. 1, July-December 
1983, Editor Dr. P. P. Shirodkur, Directorate or Archives, Archaeo· 
logy and Museum, Panaji, Goa, 1983, pp. 141and12 plates. Rs. 15-00. 

This journal, which seems to be an extension or a Newsletter publish· 
ed by the same directorate, holds a promise of many interesting and 
informative articles on the history and culture of Goa, Daman and Diu. 

The first feature entitled Luso-British Relations (Documents), is a 
transcription of 43 documents exchanged between the officials in Goa and in 
Rio de Janeiro (where the Portuguese royal family fled prior to the French 
invasion of their country ), the Governor General of the East India Company 
at Fort William, Calcutta, and his envoy iu Panaji. They cover the period 
1793 to 1816 and describe, inter alia Portuguese fears of Tippu Sultan's 
alliance with the French, his plans to occupy Goa, Napoleon's intention to 
conquer Egypt and to invade Goa and Bombay. From 1799 to 1813 the 
British occupied Goo. In the beginning they were welcomed and admired 
for their discipline. Col. Clarke was even nominated as the major-general 
of all Portuguese and British forces in Goa and its dependencies. Soon their 
presence became irksome and towards the end of their stay they were accused 
of selling gunpowder, hardware and arms at very low rates to villagers, and 
of having damaged a convent in Daman and some buildings in Marmagoa 
and Aguada. Custom<; duties were also imposed on articles brought by the 
British into Goa. 

To those who do not know Portuguese, the verbatim reproduction of 
these documents which extend to nearly 70 pages of the journal, makes 
heavy reeding. The summaries in English, though brief, are useful. 

The second feature, consisting oft wo photographs entitled Portuguese 
Palaeography, shows the sort of shorthand used by the Portuguese in their 
official documents. Tl1e third, Modi (Marathi) Saript, reproduced in 
Devanagari, with summaries in English, refers to grievances, real or 
imaginary, reported by local rulers and dignitaries to the officials in Goa. 
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The fourth is a rambling account of the Portuguese in Chaut. 
Included are rather unnecessary fiscal details and a list (in Portuguese) of 
the arms and armament in the fortress. 

The next, Prince Shah Alam in Bicholim (Goa), describes the 
attempts of the Mughal to win the friendship of the Portuguese, so that his 
troops and materials could pass unhindered through Goa, in his campaign 
against the Marathas. The Goa government had no alternative to these 
overtures, as they were interested in preserving their Esta,do da India at any 
cost. An interesting highlight of this article is the state of military un· 
preparedness in Goa: palanquins were preferred to horses; the clergy out
numbered the troops; and soldiers arriving in the metropolis were coerced to 
join the religious orders. To crown it all, Jesuit priests diverted the funds 
received for the many forts and garrisons under their control, for other 
purposes. 

A more appropriate title for the sb~th article, would be The Lothal 
¥useum, for it describes the contents of only 14 of the show cases or 
cabinets in the site museum at Lothal. Much of the article refers to the 
organisation of the Archaeological Survey of India, the location of its 
museums, and S. R. Rao's excavations in Lethal. Since Lothal has nothing 
In common with the art, archaeology, architecture, archives, and history of 
Goa to which Purobhilekh-Puratatz;a is devoted, this article could have been 
omitted. 

The last account, British Cemetery in Goa, consists of a sketch of the 
period when the British occupied Goa, and a word-for-word reproduction of 
the inscriptions on the graves of 15 men and women, none of whom played 
any notable role in the political and economic history of Goa. The grave· 
inscriptions, however, cover the period 1808 to 1912. 

The rest of the journal consists of a review of Dr. P. P. Gaitonde's 
book Portuguese Pioneers in India: Spotlight on Medicine; details of 
Indian and foreign scholars and students who availed of the facilities In 
the Goa Archives; News and Notes; and a note on an inscription in the 
Kannada script on the New Pillory in Old Goa. (A pillory is really a 
wooden frame supported by an upright post or pillar, with holes through 
which the head and hands were put, as a punishment. This pillar was 
probably used as a whipping post, and not as a pillory). Personally I 
am inclined to disagree with the conclusion that this " inscription throws 
new light on the pillar architecture of ancient Goa." 

Proof correction and editing could be improved, and many of the 
Portuguese Lerms und expressions should be rendered in English. However 
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Purabhilekh-Purlit.atva is a fine journal; it will improve with age; and the 
articles and documents on Portuguese relations wi1h the British and the 
Mugbals, the Modi-Marathi section, and on Chaul, taken together, furnish 
an intimate glimpse of little-known incidents and events in the history 
of Goa. 

O. O. Kail 

MEGHAD0TA BHAVANUVADA (HINDI PADYATMAKA) 
with original Sanskrit Text by ABHA Y MITRA, Raja Book Depot, 
Allahabad, 1979, pp. 95, Rs. 20/-. 

Meghadutam of Kalidiisa has given rise to a tradition of duta· 
kiivyas in Sanskrit as well as languages both Indian and non-Indian; it still 
remains unsurpassed as a masterpiece of its kind purely for its poetry and 
richness of bhavas. It is no wonder, therefore, that Dr. Abbaya Mitra has 
expressed his feeling of difference at every step in translating this beautifu I 
poem in Hindi. Nevertheless, the author has done his job very creditably. 
Translations of verses 8, 17 in Purvamegha as well as verses 11, 25 in 
Uttaramegha can be cited as telling illustrations of the author's power of 
expression. The essay written by the author with the title ~ :;;r~rfhn 
bas been rightly acclaimed by Dr. Adyaprasad Mishra, the Vice-Chancellor 
of the Allahabad University. Surely this BhAviinuviida does more than merely 
translating the verses from the unforgettable poem. 

At times, however, the anuvada fails to happily translate the bhava. 
Thus the words fcn~) fctm'll ~ Wn ~ ~q"Oft' ilOI ( p. 3 v. 3) do miss 
the import of generalisation in 1he famous couplet ~'Ellit°$ ~ ~~orrsi:q
i:ttillfrfftr~: I <fi11!1%qq1JJ°fuf.r ~ T~ S~?;r 1. The deservedly famous line 
~ mm ~gar °'N~ (?;&'o:f!filifl is tamely translated as gfUI~ ~ ~f 
~ ~'fit ~(?;lift l' ( p. 5 v. 6 ). Is not the significance of ifl'el~ ~ 
totally lost in this translation? The positive lone in ~ltfl~ if ~ ~ 

~fu ~lit~~ is missing in • Cf1.IT ~rfra~ fir.fl 'fi~ ~ q"jat ~m 
fitctir~? ' ( p. 59 v. 9 ). The poetic significance of the vocative :qfa~ is verse 
43 in Ultaramegha can hardly be conveyed by • ~f{ ' in Hindi ( p. 15 
v. 43 ). 

Not only the indexes of verses, Hindi translation, other translations 
of Megliaduta, Sanskrit commentaries are given, but a list of translators of 
Meghaduta in different Indian languages (both in prose and verse ) including' 
foreign languages is also added. This speaks weU of the carefulness of the 
author in enhancing. the utility of Bhaviinuviida, The name of the Late 
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Hazariprasad Dvivcdi the author of ~~ - ~ ~;ft Cf.~l;ft ought to have 
appeared among the commentators of Meghaduta. Number of translations 
of Meghaduta in Marathi do not figure in this lisr. The geographical places 
occurring in the Meghaduta given at the end also deserve mention. The 
author has not failed to bring together gnomic sayings in this excellent poem. 
Errata covering a page, however, disfigures the neatness of the volume. On 
the whole, Dr. Abhaya Mitra deserves compliments from Hindi-knowing 
Sanskrit lovers for presenting this Bhaviinuvada of Megltadiita. 

M. D. Paradlcar 

RUPA PRATIRUPA: ALICE BONER COMMEMORATION 
VOLUME Ed. by BETTINA BAUMER, Biblia Impex Pvt, Ltd. 
New Delhi, 1982, pp. viii + 207, illustrated with photographs and 
line·drawings, Rs. 180/-. 

This volume is a tribute to the rich memory of the Swiss scholar and 
artist whose insight and perceptions have contributed towards a deeper under
standing of ancient Indian art. Since 1936 until almost the end of her life 
in 1981 she lived silently and creatively on the bank of the Ganga at 
Varanasi searching the essence of Indian art. Her contribution lies not only 
in ber volume~ on the Orissan Silpa texts but also in her intuitive discovery of 
the internal dynamks of the principles of camposition in Indian sculpture. 
The present volume is edited by Bettina Baumer who continues to work 
on the foundation laid down by Alice Boner towards understanding the sacred 
and traditional art of India through philosophical and scriptural studies, 
ex.ploring the Rupa P.ratirupa, ''the two poles of the creative tension between 
metaphysics and art, archetype and image." 

Scholars who have contributed to the volume cover a wide range of 
subjects in which Alec Boner was interested from the theoretical background 
of lndian art to its actual manifestions in sculpture, architecture, painting 
and its relation to music. Alfred Wiirfel and Alain Danielou write on her 
life and work. 

Exploring the idealional background and principle of form in the 
Indian arts, Kapila Vatsyayan examines the imagery of the Vedas and the 
Upani~ads. Contrary to the commonly held view that the Indian world-view 
is otherworldly she points out that " senses and sense percept\ons play an all 
important role, both in themselves and as vehicles of communicating the 
" formless " and beyond form ( ariipa ) and ( pamriipa) ". Bettina Baumer 
concentrates on the basic concept of Puru~a and the origin of form discussing 
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the relationship of the Puru~a as the imnlRnent principle of everything, with 
the origin of form, the creation of art. Quoting from the Vastusiitra Upani1pd 
and other texts she traces the steps to creation from the unmanifest to mani
fest and suggests the continuity from the C::!~mogonic role or the Puru~a in 
the Vedas up to the later theories in the Sastras of the different arts. 

Stella Kramrisch's article, adapted from her renowned book, the 
Presence of Siva, on the antelope and its mythological significance in the 
concept and iconography of Siva Pnfopati is enlightening. Sivarnmamurti 
writes on the concept of Visvarllpa ( Cosmic form), its anthropomorphic and 
zoomorphic (e.g. Varaha) forms, and gives a rare version of it in his interpre
tation of a sculpture of Kala5a from Nepal. Lama Angarika Govinda suggests 
the possible origin or the Buddhist ma#ala from the Stu.pa as the centre 
of worship surrounded by a circumambulation path along with the four 
gates in the cardinal directions marking the four great events in the Buddha's 
life. The Centre was occupied by the Universal Buddha in the Dharma
cakramudra. Later this arrangement was substituted by the five Dhyani 
Buddhas in meditation. 

The profusely illustrated article on style in the Cave Temples by 
Carmel Bergson is stimulating and raises significant questions on style 
analysis while she focuses on the two Caves No. 21 and 14 of Ellora. With 
sensitivity and feelings she examines 1he sculptural panels of these caves from 
the point of view of axial orienlalion, interaction of space and volume, 
proportion and measure, sun light in diITerenl days of lhe year, the trcatmen t 
of time, rasas and other criteria for style which will b~nefit students of art 
history. Anand Krishna contributes an article on the Gupta i.tyle sculpture 
from the city of Banaras which helps in bringing at one place some less 
known sculptures of what may be called the Varanasi school of sculpture 
from this great town and pilgrimage centre of the ancient period. 

M. A. Dhaky's analytical and comprehensive article on the Prai;ii'ila 
(chute for lustral water) in Indian, South-Asian and South-East Asian sacred 
architecture enriches this volume presenting the varieties of pra11ala in 
different regional schools of temple art and their historical development and 
providing substantial textual references and illustrations, Thomas Donaldson 
who specializes in Orissan art writes on the Manasa cult in Orissa and sug
gests the prevalence of two iconographic forms : one represents her with 
a vase in hand, while the other which evolved by the 9th century A. D., 
possibly influenced by the emerging popularity of Sapia Matrkii cult, depicts 
her as Jaratkii.ru with her son A.stika. George Michell writes on his favourite 
subject of Vijayanagara exploring the relationship between the kings and gods 
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through the actual structural remains and their positioning in the ground 
plan and layout of this medieval town, He focuses on the royal centre as the 
meeting of the world of men and the world or gods ( temples) and examines 
the Throne Platform, its sculptural and architectural features and the three 
phases of its construction. 

There are interesting articles on the subtle subject of representation of 
the rClga8 in picture5, poems, and numbers by Alain Danielou, and on the 
Riigamlilii iconographies in the Pahari tradition by B. N. Goswamy, Writing 
lucidly Goswamy points out some corruptions and false etymologies in the 
iconographies of the Riigamiillis and literal interpretations of names bearing 
no connection with the musical modes, e, g. "Todi" features a spinning 
wheel and "Asavari" becomes a pregnant lady due to local translations and 
usage. Eberhard Fischer draws attention to introduction of shading in the 
middle of the 20th century in paintings from Orissa and suggests its possible 
source of influence from the less known murals of Orissa itself or the earlier 
art of Western and Central India. Heinze Mode writing on the European 
reactions to Indian art lists some publications and objects missed by Partba 
Mitter in his famous book. Georgette Boner writes on theatrical art in 
Greek, Christian, Japanese and Indian traditions. Sadasiva Rath Sarma 
informs us on a living tradition of Silpa in Orissa by illustrating the 
making of Satyaniirayai;ia image. Though brief, his note provides a signi· 
ficant information that the sthapatis perform the ritual of pa'iijara (com· 
positional diagram) before carving out the block of stone, and that the 
sthapatis consult Pandils abou the dhyana of the pu.ja image. 

The rich quality of the articles compensates for the poor printing and 
weak binding of the book. Covering a wide compass and interdisciplinary 
fields they pay homage to the multifaceted personality of Alice Boner. 

Devangana Desai 
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