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ABSTRACT  
 

Street children constitute one of the most vulnerable 

Groups in Delhi. At the time of forming save the 

Children India, it was decided to focus our interventions 

on this critical group of children. Street children fall into 

three categories. The first are street living Children who 

have run away from their families and Live alone on the 

streets. The second are street-working Children who 

spend most of their time on the streets fending for 

themselves, but return home on a regular basis. The last 

Category is children from street families who live on the 

street with their family.  

 

Approximately 51,000 children below 18 years of age 

were enumerated as street children through this census. 

Thirty Six per cent of street children belonged to the 

category of Children from street families. Children who 

work on the Streets and returned home regularly 

constituted 29 per cent and children living alone on the 

street constituted 28 per cent of the total street children 

population in the city. 

 

 

Figure 1 Child Drinking Water from 

Municipal Water Tap. 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 2 

 

 

Sixty one per cent of the children surveyed were 7-14 

years of Age. Only 20 per cent of the street children in 

Delhi were girls. Dalit’s were 36 per cent, while 17 per 

cent were adivasis.  

 

In terms of what street children were occupied with; 20 

per Cent were rag picking, 15 per cent were street 

vending, another 15 per cent were begging, 12 per cent 

were working in roadside Stalls or repair shops 6 per cent 

were working in dhabas/ Hotels and 1 per cent are 

employed in manufacturing units.  

While every effort should be made to reunite street 

children with their families, the government should also 

ensure that the basic rights of street children to shelter, 

food, clothing, Education, health and protection. This 

should be provided in an age-appropriate manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 2 Child in Hunger. 
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BACKGROUND STUDY 

CENSUS DELHI 

 Street children fall into three categories. The first are street living children who have run 

away from their families and live alone on the streets. The second are street-working children 

who spend most of their time on the streets fending for themselves, but return home on a 

regular basis. The last Category is children from street families who live on the street with 

their family 

 Approximately 51,000 children below 18 years of age were enumerated as street children 

through this census. Thirty six per cent of street children belonged to the category of children 

from street families. Children who work on the streets and returned home regularly 

constituted 29 per cent Children living alone on the street constituted 28 per cent of the total 

street children population in the city. 

 Sixty one per cent of the children surveyed were 7-14 years of age. Only 20 percent of the 

street children in Delhi were girls. 

 Dalits were 36 per cent, while 17 per cent were adivasis. 

 In terms of what street children were occupied with; 20 percent were rag picking, 15 per cent 

were street vending, another 15 percent were begging, 12 percent were working in roadside 

stalls or repair shops 6 per cent were working in dhabas/hotels and 1 per cent are employed 

in manufacturing units. 

 

Findings of the Census of Street Children in Delhi 

 50,923 children below 18 years of age were identified as street children in Delhi during 12 

July to 28 August 2010. Street children in Delhi constitute nearly 0.4 per cent of the total 

population. Street children below 18 years constitute nearly 1 percent of the total number of 

children in Delhi. North Delhi district had the highest concentration of street children at 10, 

091, and South West Delhi the least at 2,936 children. Of the 50,923 street children, the 

sample study randomly selected 1,009 children, or 2 percent of the total, to understand their 

socio-economic and related conditions. 
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 A majority of the street children (36.03 per cent) belonged to the category of children from 

street families. Children who work on the streets constituted 29.05 per cent and street-living 

children constituted 27.91 percent of the total street children population in the city. 

 

 Only 20.5 percent of the street children in Delhi were girls. 

  

 Around two out of three street children, i.e., 61 percent, belonged to the 7-14 years age group 

while 23 percent were from the 15-<18 years age group. 

 

 Social class is a key determinant in leaving a child on the streets to work or live because one 

out of three street children was a Dalit (36 percent), 17 per cent were adivasis, and 38 per 

cent Belonged to Other Backward Castes (OBCs). 

 

 A majority of the street children were Hindus (75 per cent), followed by Muslims (17 per 

cent), and Christians (1 percent). 

 

 In all, 50.5 percent of the street children were not literate, 23 percent had received some form 

of non-formal education while another almost 20 percent had received some kind of formal 

education (13 per cent up to pre-primary, 4 percent up to primary, and 2.4 per cent up to 

middle school ). Nearly one-fourth of all the children had received some kind of non-formal 

education offered by civil society organizations (CSOs). Most of the school-going children 

belonged to the categories of ‘children of street families’ and ‘children working on the 

street’. 

 

 One out of every five (20.3 percent) of the street children was involved in rag picking. This 

was followed by street vending (15.18 per cent), begging (15 per cent), working in roadside 

stalls or Repair shops (12.19 percent), dhabas/hotels (6.24 per cent), and manufacturing units 

(1.22 percent).  

 Reasons why street children worked varied from survival, to funding healthcare for parents, 

sending Remittances home (usually somewhere far-off), and earning something extra for 

personal and family use. 
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Children’s Condition and Life on the Street: Findings of the Sample Study 
 

 One out of every three children (34 percent) was on the street due to poverty and hunger.   

Around 30 percent were on the street in search of jobs; they had either come by themselves 

(17.7 per cent) or were sent by their parents (12.6 percent), 9 per cent were on the street after 

running away from Home (the reasons for running away included out of curiosity, escape 

from abuse, and family issues), or they had been kidnapped, orphaned, or because of 

incidents such as riots, accidents and natural calamities, or because they had inadvertently 

lost contact with their parents while travelling. 

 

 Thirty-nine per cent of the street children slept in slums, 46 per cent in open/public places, 

and only 4 per cent slept in shelters provided by NGOs, the government, other organizations, 

and individuals. A majority (63 percent) of the street children stayed with family members 

such as parents (45.3 per cent), siblings (7.6 percent), and relatives (10 percent). Around 14 

per cent stayed with friends or fellow street children, 4 per cent stayed with their employers, 

and 11 per cent stayed alone. Another 11 percent of the children surveyed did not respond to 

this question. 

 

 Nearly 92 per cent of the street children knew about their families and also knew where they 

hailed from. The ratio of those born in Delhi and those born outside Delhi was 50:50. 

However, it was reported that most of the street children (around 70 per cent) had families in 

Delhi. As per the sample survey, only 30 percent of the children said that their families were 

outside Delhi. The census found that a majority of the street children were from Bihar (21.2 

percent), Uttar Pradesh (15.3 percent), Rajasthan (6.8 percent), Jharkhand (4.1 per cent), and 

Madhya Pradesh (3.9 per cent).It is important to note that a majority of them were children of 

migrants from these states and they never visited their places of origin. 
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 According to the sample survey most of the children, 88.5 percent of the children who had 

left their homes had contact with their families. Only 10 per cent were cut-off from their 

families and were ‘absolute’ street dwellers. Most children (57.1 percent) visited their homes 

periodically. A notable number of children (nearly 12 per cent) said that they visited their 

homes to deliver money because they did not have any accessible and facilitative remittance 

facility. 

 

 Nearly 87 percent were involved in some income generation activity (88 percent boys and 81 

percent girls), though it was also observed that some girls with street families were not 

involved in any income-generation work. On average, they worked six days a week, 6.6 

hours per day. 

 

 Their average monthly earning was reported at Rs.2,240. Of this, 49 per cent of their total 

income was given to parents (45.1 per cent children did this), to supervisors who were also 

some kind of Gang leaders (3. 5 per cent children), and to the police (0.4 per cent children). 

Overall expenditure on food was 37.5 percent of the income. 

 Nearly 22 per cent of the street children said that they used drugs, largely tobacco and pan 

masala. 

 Incidence of the use of alcohol, whiteners, and thinners was also reported. Nearly 50 per cent 

were Daily consumers, 28 per cent were weekly consumers, and 20.6 percent were monthly 

consumers. 

 

 Nearly half of those who claimed to attend school or said they had got an education had only 

received one to two years of schooling. Nearly 19 per cent were attending or had attended 

school up to Class V. The percentage of street children who had gone beyond the primary 

level was minimal. Overall, 64.2 percent of the children demanded some kind of skill 

training, nearly 43.7 per cent wanted school education, and 17.4 percent wanted both school 

education and skill training. Nearly 39 per cent wanted only skill training. More than 55 

percent preferred to attend classes in the evening while 41 per cent preferred to study in the 

morning. 
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 In the month prior to the survey, 27.7 percent of the children had fallen sick. Most of the 

street children (44.6 percent) said that they had approached a private nursing home/clinic for 

treatment. Children also accessed NGO provided health services and mobile clinics. NGO 

involvement in providing health services to street children was predominantly visible. 

 

 A majority of the street children (87 percent) paid for accessing toilet facilities in Delhi.  

 In The case of girls, this figure was more than 90 percent. 

 

 Six per cent of the street children had some disability: blindness (42 percent), speech (19 

percent), hearing (16 per cent), and mental disabilities (8.2 percent). The major reasons for 

street child being disabled were: from birth (85.1 percent), through accidents (8.1 per cent), 

and intentional (6.8 per cent). 

 

 More than 130 children reported having witnessed another child/children being abused on the 

street. Verbal abuse was experienced and observed by almost all the children. In the case of 

physical Abuse more than 50 per cent of the boys had been beaten up as had 31.4 percent of 

the girls. Boys were abused mostly by parents/guardians, police, and relatives/friends while 

the girls (nearly 63 percent) were mainly abused by relatives/friends. 

 

 In all, only 19.2 percent of the children reported having some identity proof or entitlement 

(mainly identity cards issued by agencies such as an employer or sometimes NGOs). 

Twenty-three percent of the children said that they had birth certificates, while 20 percent 

had ration cards. 

 

 Delhi’s street children were found to be mobile and nearly 20 of them had shifted at least 

once in the month prior to the survey. The reasons for their moving were standard: they had 

no permanent shelter so they moved according to the availability of a shelter or a job and also 

in search of food. 

 

 Such decisions were sometimes taken by the family, by friends, by agents, and sometimes by 

the children themselves. 
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  Only a few children said that they would prefer to go back to their place of origin (some 

other state), most migrant children preferred to continue living in Delhi (46.2 percent). 

 

        Table 1  Percentage Distribution Of Population. 

 

The Number of Street Children in Delhi 

 The study identified 50,923 children below 18 years of age as street children in Delhi during 

12 July 12 to 28 August 2010. 

 (1) Street-living children who had run away from their families and lived alone on the 

street,           

 (2)Street-working children who spent most of their time on the street, fending for themselves 

but returned home on a regular basis,  

 (3) Children from street families who lived on the street with their families. 

 

Table 2 District wise Distribution of Street Children 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 9 

 

 

 The North Delhi district reported the highest concentration of street children at 10,091, 

followed by East Delhi (7,325), Central Delhi (5,862), West Delhi (5,769), New Delhi 

(5,629), and North East Delhi (5,416) districts. Thus all the districts that are either 100 

percent urban, or near to that reported a higher incidence of street children. Street children in 

these districts were mainly found near bus, railway and metro stations; a lot of working 

children were found in dhabas around the markets and on the roadside. South Delhi (4,314), 

North West Delhi (3,581), and South West Delhi (2,936) districts reported a relatively low 

incidence of street children. The presence of a rural population and the low density of 

population in these districts account for these figures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 3 Playing On Street. 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 10 

 

Introduction 
Who is street child? 

A street child is ‘roofless’ i.e. with no adult support. Thus he or she is an adult in a child's outfit. 

These abandoned or illiterate children choose their own values. Poverty and necessity to survive 

leads to changes in their life. Forced physical and sexual abuse, add to their worst experience. 

Being exposed to absence of bathing and toilet facilities, in sanitary and unhygienic surrounding, 

climate and various health hazards. 

Architecture can be a powerful force in the shaping of one's environment, in both a negative and 

a positive way. Le Corbusier's theory of a revolution or architecture is found on the belief that 

the built form can make a difference to the lives of people in many different realms, including 

their health, psychological, physical comfort and environmental balance. 

 

Aim 
To create suitable environment for physical and mental development of street children and 

provide them with basic needs. Which will instil understanding of who they are, what they need, 

what they do, and how they can be identified. 

 

Objective 
The objective behind the project is to provide street children a decent and healthy life. 

Simultaneously making them responsible member of society.  

1. To provide suitable environment for learning by which creating a hope to live a fulfilling life. 

2. To upgrade, develop and evolve street children as responsible citizen of nation. 

3. To provide a space where their educational needs are taken care of. 

4. Skilled base training to these children to enhance livelihood. 

5. Providing recreational facilities, health care etc. For better mental and physical health.  

6. To provide user specific space for accommodation. 

7. To improve and increase interaction between society and the street child through several 

awareness program by which a sense of belonging is generated between both the society and 

the street children. 
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Scope  
 Increase the workforce in the city by educating street children. 

 Providing the street children with basic necessities of life that is Food, clothing and shelter. 

 The aim is to achieve better living and training them for employment and by which their 

livelihood is taken care of. 

 Providing them with recreational facilities will also let them enjoy their childhood. 

  Abandoned children. 

 Children whose parents are not alive and have no one to look them. 

 Children who beg, does rag packing, do child, labor are below poverty line. 

 Children till 15 yrs. of age. 

 Vocational training provided as per age. 

 

Research methodology 
 To get an understanding of social, economic, education work and family background of street 

children. 

 To understand the reason why children live on street. 

 Understanding the topic. 

 Introduction. 

 Data collection/statistics/boys/girls. 

 Interview of street children. 

 Case study. 

 Site selection. 

 Site analysis. 

 Concept. 

 Zoning. 

 Drawing. 

 Model. 

 Exploitation. 
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Limitations 

 Reluctance of street children abounded children in assisting to enhance their life. 

 Mind-set. 

 Society. 

 Funds. 

 Educational facilities – resources. 

 Limited resources. 

 Non awareness. 

 

HYPOTHESIS 

The project goal is to provide an environment where they belong. But street is harmful for them 

because of pollution, poison, and lack of security and safety trap of Ganges, drags, and many 

sexual exploitations and dangerous diseases. So I want to Trans-create the environment of street 

in this project where the problem of the street is abandoned but the space of street are trans-

created.  

One of the reason of designing this project as street is “As they are habituated in street life style 

and in the freedom of street, like to stay in group with their friend. Their shearing, 

communication, interaction all are happened in the street. All activity of street children is tie with 

the street. They learn in street from their friend and the activity of street informally. So the 

openness of space and touch of nature like the street is needed.” 

Apart from that ,as they grow up in streets where their only identity is as “street children”-I like 

to provide them a new identity-a identity that provide by this project to stand ,to face and to 

shout for their place in this big world. A space that can transform them from the most neglected 

one’s to one of the proud member of this society….A space that can regenerate their identity. 
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Literature Review 
 

 Reaping The Demographic Dividend Of Urban India : The 377 Million Urban Indians,  

 32% (120 Million) Are Children Below 18 Years Of Age. 

 Around 10% (36.5 Million) Are Children Below 6 Years. 

 While The Demographic Dividend Of India (Over 65% Of The Population Is Below The Age 

Of 35 Years, 

 39% Is 18 Years Or Below) 

 Is Often Hailed As The Key To The Future Growth Of The Country, An Inconvenient Truth 

Is That More Than 8 Million Children Under 6 Years Live In Slums. 

 That Is More Than The Combined Population Of The Five North-eastern States: Sikkim, 

Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram. 
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 Sex ratio: Child Sex Ratio Continues to Decline from 935 

Girls per 1,000 Boys In 1991 To 905 Girls per 1,000 Boys 

In 2011.  

 

 Nutrition: The Problem Of Under nutrition In Children Is 

of a Serious Magnitude in Urban India.  

 In India, 32.7% Of Urban Children Under-5 Years Of Age 

Are Underweight And 39.6% Are Stunted. 

 

 Water and Sanitation: According To the 2011 Census, Around One in Five Households 

in Urban Areas Do Not Have A Household Toilet and Depend On Shared Facilities. Nearly 

12% of Urban Households Defecate In the Open and Another 8% Use Public Or Shared 

Toilets. 

 An Estimated 1.8 Million Children Die Globally Before The Age Of Five From Diarrhea 

And Half A Million Occur In India  

 Only 26.6% Urban Households Are Reported To Have Access To Safe Drinking Water 

Within Their Dwelling Premises 

 

 Education: Schooling Of Children Has To Deal With The Elusive Triangle Of Access, 

Equity And Quality. While Approximately 27.4% Of Children In The Age Group Of 7 To 18 

Years Reside In Urban Areas, Only 17% Of Schools Are Located In Urban Areas. There Are 

A Total Of 1.52 Million Schools In India Out Of Which 14.9% Are Located In Urban Areas. 

 A Study Of Urban Slums In Delhi Indicated That The Ratio Of Children Who Have Never 

Attended School (I.E. Those May Have Enrolled But Have Never Attended) To the Total 

Number of Children Is 31.5%. Reasons For ‘never attended’ A School Range From Being 

Underage (46.5%), Financial Constraints (36.6%) And Parents’ Negative Perception of 

Education per Se (10%). 

 

Figure 4 Boy And Girl Walking Together. 
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 Child Protection: The Growth Of Cities Gives Rise To Several Child Protection Issues.  

 There Was A 24% Increase in Crimes against Children between 2010 and 2011 and A 

Further 52.5% Increase From 2012 to 2013.  

 Major Crimes Against Children Include Trafficking, Kidnapping, Rape And Infanticide. The 

Girl Child Is Especially Affected Due To The Proliferation Of Sex Work In Cities. 

 Highly urbanized states such as Delhi and Maharashtra are third and fourth in the list of 

states where most of these crime takes place. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5 Child Violence 
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Table 3 Mean Age of Onset Drugs 

 
 

 54.5% of Street Children Confirmed Experiences of Sexual Abuse. Another UNICEF Report 

Estimates That 27.1 Million To 69 Million Children Are Exposed To Domestic Violence In 

India. 

 

 A Study On Children As Domestic Workers Indicates That Almost 70% Of Children 

Reported Physical Abuse, Slapping, Kicking, Burning, Etc And 32.2% Reported Sexual 

Abuse. In Addition, There Are Children Involved In Prostitution And Bonded 

Labor.

 

 

 A Study Was Carried Out In 27 States And Two Union Territories Across 135 Sites In Cities 

And Towns, With 4,024 Child Respondents In The Age Group Of 5 To 18 Years To 

Understand Substance Abuse. It Found That 83.2% Respondents Confirmed Using Tobacco 

On A Daily Basis. 

Figure 6 Child Sleeping On Street 
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 Homeless: According To The 2011 Census, Urban India Now Has 9.42 Lakh Homeless 

People—an Increase Of 1.64 Lakh Since 2001 And Higher Than The Number Of The Rural 

Homeless (8.35 Lakh). As Per The Census Of 2001, The Urban Homeless Population Was 

7.78 Lakh As Compared To The Rural Homeless Population Of 11.65 Lakh. 

 For Children, Homelessness In A City Simply Means More Exposure To Extremities Of 

Weather, Health Risks And Lack Of Safety. 

 
 In The Absence Of Official Data, Let Us Refer To The Data Collected By Save The Children 

To Estimate The Number Of Street Children In Delhi: 

 There Were 51,000 Street Children In Delhi; 20% Being Girls.  

 Among Them, 70% Were On The Street Despite Having Homes In Delhi. 

 Majority of These Children (61%) Were In The 7-14 Age Group, With 23% In The 15-18 

Age Group. 

  Half of Them Were Illiterate; and 87% Earned a Living–20% As Rag-pickers, 15.8% As 

Street Vendors, 15% By Begging. 

 Over 50% Had Suffered Verbal, Physical Or Sexual Abuse. 

 Fewer than 20% had ID cards or birth certificates, thereby missing out on government 

benefits. 

Figure 7 Homeless 
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 Crime against Children: There Has Been A 24% Increase in Crimes against Children 

between 2010 and 2011. While No Separate Data Is Available On the Rural-urban Split of 

This Increase, It Is to Be Noted That 12.8% Of These Crimes Are Concentrated in Delhi 

Alone, Which Is an Urbanized Area. 

 Also, The National Crime Records Bureau 2013 Report On Crimes Against Children 

Reflects A 52.5% Increase In Incidence (From 38,172 Cases In 2012 To 58,224 Cases In 

2013).  
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Profiling Street Children 

To profile street children, the study analysed gender combinations, age, literacy status, 

occupation, religion, and socio-economic status. 

 

 

Age group 

The age group of street children in Delhi showed that around two out of three children (61per 

cent) were above6 years but were less than 15 years of age, 23 per cent were between 15-<18 

years, and the rest of them were below 5 years of age.  

According to the Child Labour Prohibition Act (1986), a majority of these children were outside 

the purview of law, even if they worked in roadside ventures or enterprises. Only one out of ten 

children belonged to the below 5 years age group. A gender-wise analysis of age groups 

indicated that as girls grew up they left the street. With boys it was the opposite, more boys were 

seen on the street in the above 15 years age group and, compared to girls, fewer boys were seen 

in the very young age group, i.e., less than 4 years of age. 

Table 4 Age And Gender Wise Distribution (Percentage) 
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Education 

Understanding the educational levels of street children is critical for providing them appropriate 

basic education and skill training. While 7 per cent of the children in did not respond to this 

question, the study revealed that up to 50.5 per cent of the street children were not literate. In all, 

only 23 per cent had received some form of informal education; another almost 20 per cent had 

received some kind of education (13 per cent pre-primary; 4 per cent up to primary; and 2.4 per 

cent up to middle school).  

 

Here, it is important to note that for the analysis is only done on children above 5 years of age. 

Among the 50,923 street children enumerated by census in Delhi, there were 100 children who 

remained on the street even after being educated till the secondary and above level.  

The study also probed and learnt that nearly one-fourth of all children had received some kind of 

informal education. Many had attended classes offered by CSOs and religious organisations. 

Some mentioned the word ‘sanstha’ which meant that the classes may have been run by an 

institution, others said that they had been taught by people who belonged to the sarkar or 

government, and some children mentioned names of NGOs. 

  

It was also noted that only a few attended whatever classes had been offered regularly. The study 

also found many school-going children who mostly belonged to the categories of ‘children of 

street families’ and ‘children working on the street’. These children said that after school hours 

they worked as street vendors for money for their families and a little for their own needs which 

they said were clothes, cosmetics, and entertainment. 

Table 5 Distribution of Education Profile of Street Children (Percentage) 
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Occupation 

Most street children, including small children, were either self-employed (rag pickers, beggars, 

and street vendors) or worked for others. Their occupations varied according to location, season, 

and availability of work. The same child might have been involved in more than one activity, but 

overall the trend was that those who worked as rag pickers continued in that line; street Vendors 

too were also more or less able to stick to the same kind of jobs.  

 

Rag picking was the most popular occupation among street children (one out of every five or 

20.3 per cent). It was one of the easiest jobs to get and it was reported that many street children 

who had started life as rag pickers had moved on to other activities, or made progress as it were. 

The incidence of rag picking was very high among children from East Delhi, North East Delhi, 

and West Delhi districts – possibly one out of every four street children.  

 

The second most popular occupation (nearly 15.18 per cent) was street vending, especially 

selling flowers, newspapers, and other items at traffic lights. The highest percentage of street-

child vendors was in the New Delhi district.  

 

The third most popular profession was begging (nearly 15 per cent); one out of every four 

children from North Delhi, East Delhi, and West Delhi districts was engaged in begging. The 

fewest number of street-child beggars were seen in Central and South Delhi districts. Other than 

those children who had taken to rag picking and street vending, one out of five children worked 

in roadside stalls or repair shops (12.19 per cent), dhabas/hotels (6.24 per cent), and 

manufacturing units (1.22 per cent). The likelihood of finding a working child in roadside 

enterprises was low in the New Delhi district (less than 10 per cent). Overall, nearly 8 per cent 

The findings of this study match the findings of other studies on street-child occupations in 

Delhi. 
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It is also important to note that this study came across children involved in criminal activities 

such as pick-pocketing and stealing in some parts of the city. Some of them openly said that they 

were involved in mafia activities and in illegal operations that they refused to give details of. 

During the enumeration process the study also captured the process of how they got jobs/got 

involved in any activity through qualitative information 

Table 6 District Wise Occupational Distribution 

 

Of the children said that they earned an income by cleaning cars and two-wheelers, while 9 per 

cent said that they took up any work available. Around 10.5 per cent did not respond.  

The findings of this study match the findings of other studies on street-child occupations in 

Delhi. It is also important to note that this study came across children involved in criminal 

activities such as pick-pocketing and stealing in some parts of the city. Some of them openly said 

that they were involved in mafia activities and in illegal operations that they refused to give 

details of. During the enumeration process the study also captured the process of how they got 

jobs/got involved in any activity through qualitative information 

 

Working under agents 

Many street-child vendors were found to be working under agents who handed over products for 

sale (like newspapers and flowers) every morning in return for a fixed amount to be paid by the 

street-child vendor every evening. The agents made a profit from the margin that they built into 
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the fixed rate. The children made a profit if they were able to sell their products at a higher rate, 

and many did so.  

We also learnt that any child who sold-off his stock would then help others finish their daily 

sales. The children we spoke to had worked under their agents for some time.  

Working with parents and family 

It was also seen that parents of street children received supplies of vegetables, fruits, and flowers 

from an agent and gave these to their children to sell. In this case, the children were involved in 

sales as well as in arranging, cleaning, and other activities that facilitated sales. But the child 

might not earn anything specific. 

School going street vendors 

The study also found many children engaged in street vending after school hours. Regardless of 

gender, it was found that children sold bhuttas (corn), chaat (a savoury snack popular in north 

India), and stationery items near bus stops, metro stations, and in market places. It was bhutta 

season during our field work, and we learnt that the street children purchased bhuttas and 

charcoal from a wholesaler at Rs. 100-150 and also bought other items such as lemon and black 

salt. They had to pay for the material delivered by the wholesaler by the end of the day. They 

normally earned Rs.50-100 in a day. In most cases, such as with the bhuttas, street vending 

became a seasonal activity 
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How They End Up on the Street?  

The face of a street child with dirty clothes and a 

hopeless face, the scene of running behind a car to sell 

something, a child with a pitiable face begging for a 

meal, and a child who works like a robot are clear 

reflections of why they are on the street. 

 

But how they get into this situation differs from child 

to child. At the macro-level, household poverty, 

deprivations, homelessness, and other family and 

personal problems lead a child to the streets. 

A micro-level enquiry provided details about these 

stories. The findings of this study also revealed the 

prevailing macro pattern—that one out of three 

children (34 per cent) reached the street due to poverty 

and hunger. They were on the street in search of jobs 

or money to feed themselves, and in many cases for 

feeding their families, living either in Delhi or in far-

away places.  

Their personal stories revealed that if there was any 

supportive system to address hunger, many of them 

would never get on to the street. The conditions were 

so grave that nearly one out of every five children 

(19.4 per cent) had ended up on the street with his or 

her family. There were some children who belonged to 

street families, but most of them belonged to families 

who had migrated to Delhi for survival. Migration 

studies state that the incidence of family migration 

from rural to urban areas is very high among landless 

and dalit households. Migration is the only available 

option for survival for these people.  
Figure 8 child sleeping on street 
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Study also found families who were thrown on the street because of the government’s slum 

demolition programmes taken up from time to time. Slum demolition mostly occurs without any 

rehabilitation plan. As a result, slum dwellers become street dwellers who are largely on the 

move for work. Their children, hence, fall under the street children category and even if they 

attend school, they eventually drop out and become working children other street.  

In addition, since our field work took place at the time when civil work for the Commonwealth 

Games was in the final stages of completion, many labourers had been brought from villages in 

neighbouring states with their families, including children. But many ration studies report a high 

incidence of seasonal family migration from Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh to 

Delhi. After all, it is true that a family’s incapability to meet its economic needs makes it migrate 

with children and to eventually put them to work on city streets. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF WHY THE CHILDREN ENDED UP ON STREETS. 

 

Finally, around 30 per cent of the children had reached the streets in search of jobs, either by 

themselves (17.7 per cent) or were sent by their parents (12.6 per cent). The search for jobs by the 

children was also an indicator of household poverty and distress. In case a family was capable of 

meeting its food and other basic requirements without income from a child, the child would have 

never reached the streets of Delhi searching for work. If there was a proper social security system 

available, a significant number of the street children we found would never have come to the streets. 

A child on the street is a reflection of the complete lack of social, economic, and emotional security. 
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Character of Night Shelters 

A night shelter (a place to sleep) and with whom they stay can be an indicator of the children’s 

vulnerability (safety) and probable link with their families. According to data, 39.22 per cent of 

the children went back to their place or shanty in the slums to sleep. Nearly 46 per cent slept on 

pavements, under flyovers/ bridges, in parks, markets, and religious places, and in railway and 

bus stations. Among these locations, a higher concentration was observed in market places and 

railway stations, and under bridges/ flyovers. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF LOCATION OF NIGHT STAY. 

 

 

Only 4 per cent of the children said that they slept in the shelters provided by NGOs, governments, 

other organisations, and individuals. The share of shelter dependents was very high in the New Delhi 

district. East Delhi, North West Delhi, South West Delhi, and West Delhi districts also reported 

children dependent on shelters. Based on information from the Delhi Police and various NGOs 

working with street children, these findings also corroborated with the spread of shelters operated 

By various agencies in the districts of Delhi. However, there were hardly 30 centres across the city, 

which had a capacity of around 2,500-3,000 inmates.4 this is far below the desired number of 

shelters. 
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There were differences in the night shelters used by girls and boys. Nearly 50 per cent of the girls 

slept in a place in the slums, indicating that they looked for some kind of security. The share of girls 

who slept in open places like streets, places of worship, markets, parks, tourist spots, and work sites 

constituted 18.9 per cent; whereas more than 30 per cent of the boys slept in such places. It is also 

important to note that there was a slight difference in the figures for shelter usage between boys and 

girls 

Table 7 Gender Wise Distribution of Night Stay 

 

Distribution of persons with whom the children stay 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 28 

 

Residence/Migration Status 

Literature on urban studies has constantly highlighted the role of a large inflow of people into 

cities in the process of urban development. Migrants (specifically those who have migrated due 

to economic distress and for survival) often live on the streets before getting into any slum 

Settlement. 

 An enquiry about where the children hailed from elicited responses which showed that a 

significant number of them were second-generation migrants. Around 32 per cent reported that 

they were born and brought up in Delhi and lived with their parents. Around 23 per cent were in-

migrants with families in Delhi. Altogether, 61 per cent said that they lived with their families 

and only 13.5 per cent said that they did not have any idea about their families or about where 

they came from. These children were orphans. Many of the children who said that they had lost 

touch with their families were reluctant to share any more information about their families 

coming to Delhi from other states. Delhi is increasingly a preferred destination for poor people, 

including children from the poorer regions in northern India. 

Table 8 Distribution of Place of Birth 

 

Conclusion 

In all one out of every five street children (21.2 per cent) was from various districts of Bihar, 

followed by Uttar Pradesh (15.3 per cent),Rajasthan (6.8 per cent), Jharkhand (4.1 per cent), and 

Madhya Pradesh (3.9 per cent) 
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Awareness about origins 

The first step in answering this question lay in enquiring whether the children knew about their 

families of origin and locations of origin (i.e., the family/village location from which they had 

come to the streets). Ninety-two per cent of the street children were aware of their families and 

also knew where they hailed from. Most of them had first-hand information about their families. 

For a small percentage, knowledge about their location of origin was based on information 

shared by parents or guardians. Interestingly, gender division was observed in case of knowledge 

about the families of origin: 96.3 per cent of the girls were aware about their families of origin as 

compared to 90.4 per cent boys 

Table 9 Distribution of Awareness about Family 

 

Residential status and link with family 

To gain more insights into their links with their families the following information was required: Did 

they live with their families or not? If not, were they in contact with them? If so, what was the 

frequency of contact or visit? 

Table 10 Distribution of Location of Family 

 

 

Table 11 Distribution of Family Status 
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Status of contact with family 

To verify their information on contact with families, enquiries were made regarding the visit or 

contact pattern. Of all the children who said that they were in touch with their families, 50 per cent 

visited them at least once a year and 33 per cent twice a year. 

Table 12 Distribution of Frequency of Visits per Year 

 

Most children (57.1 per cent) visited their homes periodically. We gleaned that a periodic visit in this 

case meant that a child visited her/his home at the end of the ‘season’ which is normally the end of 

summer or when they did not have much work. This seasonal movement is also a strategy to escape 

from the cold wave conditions in Delhi. Girls reported more frequent periodic visits than boys. 

Location in Delhi 

The third primary factor in the vulnerability of street children is related to where they sleep at night. 

Normally a night shelter, their home, also needs to be a place of safety that these children look for. 

Nearly 80 per cent of the street children reported having made some staying arrangements in slums. 

Though in terms of absolute numbers, girls were much less, their percentage share as slum and street 

dwellers varied from that of boys. This may be due to the fact that the number of young girls was 

very high 

Table 13 Distribution of Residential Status 

 

 

All these findings indicate that the children were on the street to earn and at night they 

Might go back to their habitats to sleep 
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Economic activities of a street child 

We found that a majority of the children were involved in some income-generation activity. Rag 

picking was the most popular income-generation activity (21.5 per cent), street vending the second 

most popular (18.2 percent), while working in roadside workshops provided employment to 17.4 per 

cent of the children. This was followed by begging (15.7 per cent). In fact, 35 per cent of the children 

were employed in some kind of roadside enterprise, while half of the street children (nearly 49 per 

cent) were self-employed and worked as street vendors, rag pickers, and vehicle cleaners. 

 

Table 14 Distribution of Economic Activities 

 

 

Income and Expenditure Status 

It is clear that street children in the area under study engaged in longer hours of work than what 

is unwillingly agreed to by ILO; they also engaged in regular rather than light work (with regard 

to ILO-suggested age-limitations) and also undertook economic activities at levels that ILO 

defines as hazardous. Did so much hard work help them earn a decent living? The findings were 

interesting. Their monthly earnings were reported at Rs.2,240 on an average. (We asked them 

their total daily income for a week and made calculations based on this). The average weekly 

income of a child in North Delhi district was Rs.2,520, the highest among all the districts while it 

was only Rs.1,900in the North West Delhi district 
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Table 15 Distribution of Weekly Income 

 

There were hardly any gender differences observed in income. The difference was with regard to 

the age group, i.e., as the children grew up they earned better (from Rs.1,880 for 0-4 years old, to 

Rs.2,088 for 5-9 years old, then Rs.2,200 and Rs.2,488 for 10-14 and 15-<18 years old 

respectively) 

In all, 33 per cent of their total income was paid to parents, 2.53 per cent to supervisors, and 0.53 

per cent to the police. The incidence of payments to the supervisor/agent was very high in South 

Delhi district. Overall expenditure on food was 47.3 per cent of the income. The ratio spent on 

drugs was different between districts. According to data, the income-expenditure pattern of street 

children Showed that nearly 63 per cent of their income was allotted for own expenses (food, 

entertainment, shelter). Their second highest expenditure was on food.  

Table 16 Percentage Distribution of Average Monthly Expenditure Pattern 
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Incidence of Drug Use 

Since expenditure on drugs featured in the list, the study enquired deeply into this aspect of street 

children’s lives. Nearly 22 per cent (231 children) of the street children said that they used drugs, 

largely tobacco and pan masala (we consider tobacco and pan also as drugs, as they also lead to 

addiction). Incidences of the use of alcohol, whiteners, and thinners were also reported. 

 

Table 17 Distribution Pattern of Drugs Use 

 

Education and Schooling 

Every child has a right to education. It is the most important capability enhancement that a child 

needs to earn a living in her/his future. Street children were largely deprived of many things, 

including access to school and educational support. Their condition of life such as having to live 

on 

the roads, moving from one place to other, the lack of an address/identity, and lack of family or 

parental support to get educated, did not leave them with any option other than to work to ensure 

food security which limited their access to school and education. Considering these factors, there 

are various initiatives, mainly from NGOs and the government, to mainstream street children by 

providing basic educational support. 

The study tried to capture details of the type of education and other related aspects, including 

their perspective on education and skill training  
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Table 18 Distribution of Education Status 

 

Types of schools 

The various initiatives discussed here largely refer to informal interventions such as those by 

NGOs, mobile schools, better-off people in the neighbourhood teaching them, and night schools.  

District-wise data showed that access to NGOs, mobile and night schools differed according to 

the level of presence of NGOs or CSOs working in these districts. It also revealed the limitations 

of the present level of intervention to address the requirements.  

 

Table 19 Distribution of Type of School 
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Table 20 Distribution of Level of Schooling 

 

 

Type of skill training  

Street children largely looked to a school education for essential skills to enhance their future 

capability as labourers. But 570 of the children demanded some skill education. Out of this, 43.7 per 

cent demanded a school education and 17.4 per cent wanted both school education and skill training. 

Nearly 39 per cent wanted only skill training. Indeed, almost all the children looked for some kind of 

training to improve their skills whether literary or job related. More girls demanded school training, 

while boys found skill training to be more important. Whereas the age-wise classification showed 

that young children wanted school education, skill training with a school education was high priority 

for those in the 15-17 years age group. 

 

Table 21 Distribution of Need Expressed For Skill Training  
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Table 22  Distribution of Types of Skill Training Demanded 

 

Health and Sanitation Status 

It is an accepted fact that street children live in highly vulnerable conditions. They are deprived 

of access to sanitation facilities and drinking water. They are exposed to extreme climates in 

cities like Delhi and live in unhygienic and unhealthy conditions without proper food, nutritional 

care, and even clothing. All these factors enhance their vulnerability to unimaginable levels. 

To understand their health status, we enquired whether any child had fallen sick in the last six 

months; 27.7 per cent said that they had fallen sick. Falling sick for them did not mean coming 

down with a cold or fever; it meant problems with heat such as painful heat boils and 

chickenpox. They also classified falling sick as being bedridden. In that case they normally 

withdrew from the streets. Also, it was noted that the children did not report any skin-related 

problem as a health issue or a condition of sickness, because it was very common among them. 

Table 23 Distribution of Types of Health Facilities Accessed By Street Children 
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Place of treatment 

Out of the 280 children who reported that they had fallen ill during the last six months, 45 per 

cent said that they had approached a private nursing home/clinic for treatment. 

In South Delhi and Central Delhi districts, more than 80 per cent of the children had approached 

private clinics. This could be due to easy access to such facilities in these two districts. Health 

camps were the second most popular source of treatment for street children. Children also 

accessed NGO-provided health services (high in North West Delhi and West Delhi districts). 

Mobile health services were accessed by some (high in West Delhi district). NGO involvement 

in providing health services to street children was visible; health camps, NGO services, and 

mobile services constituted nearly 32 per cent of the health services provided. This indicates that 

one out of every three children received NGO support for treating health issues. Though 

government agencies also provide mobile health services, the street children said that they 

preferred approaching NGOs. Government intervention was mainly slum based and it hardly 

covered street dwellers. 

Table 24 Distribution of Types of Drinking Water Sources Accessed By Street Children 
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Incidence of Abuse or Unsafe Life on the 

Roads 

One of the major threats that street children 

experience is abuse. The term abuse from the 

perspective of a child is defined as an act that causes 

or permits any harmful or offensive contact with 

her/his body and any communication or transaction of 

any kind which humiliates, shames, or frightens the 

child. Abuse is also defined as any act or failure to act 

on the part of a parent or caretaker, which results in 

death, serious physical or emotional harm, sexual 

abuse or exploitation, or an act or failure to act which 

presents an imminent risk of serious harm to a child 

(WHO 1999) There are many studies that have looked 

in detail at various kinds of abuse a child on the street 

has to undergo. Drug abuse, sexual abuse, and verbal 

abuse have been constantly deliberated upon. 

Considering the sensitivity of this issue, this study 

approached it in a slightly indirect manner. We asked 

each child interviewed whether she/he had ever heard 

or seen any other child in the peer group being abused. 

The question was framed like this to avoid any kind of 

discomfort among the children on the one hand and 

also to get some understanding of their insecure lives 

on the streets. Experts’ comments were obtained to 

collect information about abuse without offending the 

children. Similarly, the field staff was specifically told 

that if any child expressed any discomfort towards this 

question, further enquiry should be avoided. 

 

 
Figure 9 child sitting in wheel cart 
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Table 25 Distribution of Status of Abuse Witnessed On the Roads by Street Children 

 

 

Table 26 Gender and Age Wise Distribution Of People Who Abuse Street Children 

 

 

Table 27 Gender and Age Wise Distribution of Nature of Abuse Witnessed By Street Children 
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Table 28 Gender and Age Wise Distribution Of People Who Abuse Street Children  

 

Awareness and Access to Support Programmes among Street Children 

Awareness about existing programmes, support, or help was limited to only 30 per cent of the 

street children. They mentioned state-run programmes, NGO interventions, and private 

initiatives. Awareness had largely emerged from their association with these programmes or 

from some campaigns or information about such programmes shared in peer group discussions. 

A major difference in awareness levels was visible between districts. This again might be due to 

the presence of such activities at the district level 

Table 29 Distribution of Awareness Level about Support System 
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INTERVIEW 
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CASE STUDIES: 

LIVE CASE STUDY:   1. JAWAHAR UDYOG KENDRA, PUNE 

                                        2. MUKTANGAN MITRA, PUNE 

 

BOOK CASE STUDY: 1. MANAV SADAN, AHMEDABAD 

                                        2. SOS VILLAGE, ALIBAUG 

 

NET CASE STUDY:     1. SOS VILLAGE, AQABA JORDAN 

                                         2. MAGIC BUS, KARJAT 
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JAWAHAR UDYOG KENDRA PUNE 

LOCATION 

Jawahar udyog Kendra 

pune 

Balgram, Yervada 

Pune-411006, 

MAHARASHTRA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM STATION 

Travel Time 

15mins 

Distance: 4.4kms 

DISTANCE FROM 

LANDMARKS 

Sinhagad Fort: 22kms 

Aga Khan Palace: 2.6kms 

Magarpatta City: 10kms 

INFERENCE 

The Centre Should Be Isolated From the Landmarks, To Protect It From The Hustle And Bustle 

Of The City. 

CLIMATE 

Pune Stands On The Leeward 

Side Of The Western Ghats 

On At Altitude Of 559m. 

(1863ft). 

Summer: Temperature Range 

from 30 to 41. 

Winter: As Low As 6degree 

Celsius. 

Monsoon: It Has Good 

3months of Rain from July-

September
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SECTION 

                                                                           

HISTORY 

17 june1890 structure 

Building Materials 

Houses and other buildings are 

partly in random rubble masonry 

with sloping R.C.C. slab and 

Mangalore tile covering and 

masonry of jaggery, sand, chuna . 

 

Spread over a 5-acre campus, the 

remand home uses only 50 per 

cent of the total space. Darade 

said that the 

Government has given them 

permission to repair several 

broken-down structures. The 

Public Works Department 

Should begin work soon and it 

should be complete by March 

2019. 

 

                                                 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 45 

 

CAPACITY OF 400 CHILDREN 

NOW IT HAS 40 CHILDREN 

The plain, unadorned walls of the entire 

structure — from the entrance to the 

activity hall and the dormitories — 

have blossomed with colour and 

creativity. Other than cartoon characters 

and animals, inspirational quotes by Dr 

B R Ambedkar and the Dalai Lama can 

be found scribbled on the walls in the 

hall. The children even managed to use 

leftover paint to create smaller decors at 

other spots on the premises. For their 

kitchen garden, the children are 

attempting to grow everything from 

coriander, lemon and fenugreek (methi) 

to cabbage and even fruits like pears. 

They have also planted about 181 plants 

to add to the flora of the place and cover up the erstwhile barren land. Staff at the home feel that 

improving their immediate surroundings has had a hugely positive impact on the inmates. 

 

Elaborating on the initiative, superintendent of the remand home, M N Darade, said, “The 

painting and the kitchen 

Garden saw the children come together and function as a single unit. In a small way, it got rid of 

the groups that 

Existed initially. Also, since they put in effort to beautify the space, they now feel it is their 

responsibility to maintain it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MULTIPURPOSE HALL                                     MULTIPURPOSE HALL ROOF DETAILS 
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                                                            PLAN 

The plain, unadorned walls of the entire structure — from the entrance to the activity hall and the 

dormitories — have blossomed with colour and creativity. Other than cartoon characters and 

animals, inspirational quotes by Dr B R Ambedkar and the Dalai Lama can be found scribbled 

on the walls in the hall. The children even managed to use leftover paint to create smaller decors 

at other spots on the premises. 
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                              WATERTANK                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                OFFICE  

                   MULTIPURPOSE HALL 

                             SCHOOL                                    

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 48 

 

 

 

            MULTIPURPOSE HALL 

 

 

 

                                                           

 

 

 

 

                                                               PLAY GROUND 
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MANAV SADAN 

AHMEDABAD 

LOCATION: AHMEDABA D 

ARCHITECT: YATIN 

PANDYA 

SITE AREA: 1200 SQ MT 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                AHEMADABAD 

 

                                                             SITE LOCATION 

 

Aim of the Project 

To serve the underprivileged by seeing god in every individual (manav), service is transferred 

into Worship (sadhna). 

Manav Sadhna chooses to work with the “terko” because of its proximity to Gandhi Ashram. 

Lack of education and employment opportunities at the core causes many problems. 

RAMAPIR 

NO TERKO 

It is the largest slum area in Ahmedabad which consist of people from scheduled class around 

Gujarat and Potter family in Rajasthan. It faces all the evils of existence such as health problems, 

backward tradition, Illiteracy etc. 
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Largest settlement in Ahmedabad was 

created under the initiative of NGO, 

Manav Sadhna. 

The multipurpose activity centre is used 

as informal school for young (slum) 

children provides 

Evening education for adults. And 

serves as training centre and activity 

workshop for manufacturing of craft –

based products for women and elderly. 

The campus also includes dormitory, an 

administrative unit and a multi faith 

meditation unit. 

The campus is built with components prepared through recycling municipal/domestic waste 

This process simultaneously Addresses Environmental concern, Economic issues and affordable 

Housing. 

As municipal waste from domestic Section is used for producing building components, it helps 

to Reduce waste, and Subsequently Pollution. 

The value addition process of recycling waste provides means of economic activity for the poor 

As well as sense of empowerment (worldarchitect.org) 

 

 

· JEEVAN TIRTH 

A Children centre for nourishing the cultural 

Values of children in Juna Vadaj it is run by 

Manav Sadhna NGO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

· RUDRA MAHILA UDHYAN 

KENDRA 

Providing vocational training to women’s, 

Along with employment opportunities. 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 51 

 

ANALYSIS 
INTER-RELATIONSHIP 

 
 

 

 

 

Ahmedabad has Hot and Humid 

climate 

All the space are oriented toward 

the wind flow facing the open 

courtyard 

for the ease in cross 

ventilation. 

 

 

 

 

 

SITE CONTEXT 

Semi open spaces acts as a good transition from open 

space to closed space 

Due to hot and humid climate users mostly prefer to 

use this semi open spaces. 
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MATERIALS 

 

WALL TYPE 1-WASTE RESIDUE BRICK 

1. Fly ash 2. Water residue 3. Cement 4. Gypsum. 5. Lime 6.River sand 

WALL TYPE 2-FLYASH BRICK 

1. Fly ash.  2. Cement 

WALL TYPE 3-SOIL BLOCK 

1. Soil 2.Cement. 3. Sand 4.Water 

  

Glass bottle 

Fly ash 

Cement mortar skill Masonry 

Plastic bottle 

Fly ash Cement mortar skilled 

Masonry  

 

ROOF - Glass bottle, Plastic, 

Corrugated G.I Sheet 

FLOOR – Fly ash, glazed ceramic 

tiles           

 

 

  MERITS 

· Open courtyard in the centre for the cross ventilation and also act as a multipurpose space 

  Where children dance and play outdoor games.                                                                             
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MUKTANGAN MITRA PUNE 

 

FROM STATION 

Travel Time 14mins 

Distance: 6.5kms 

 

Distance from Landmarks 

Sinhagad Fort: 25kms 

Aga Khan Palace: 4.1kms 

Magarpatta City: 12.9kms 

 

Inference 

The Centre Should Be Isolated From the Landmarks 

To Protect It from the Hustle And Bustle of the City 

 

Site Surrounding 

The Area in Which This Centre Is Situated Mainly 

Consist Of Residential Apartments Shops & Clinic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Morphology 

Structure of Building 

Welcoming Entrance. 

Irregular Skyline. 

 

Climate 

Pune Stands On the Leeward Side Of The Western 

Ghats on At Altitude Of 559m. (1863ft) 

Summer: Temperature Range From 30 To 41 

Winter: As Low As 6degree Celsius 

Monsoon: It Has Good 3months Of Rain from July-

September. 

 

Facade Treatment 

Random Rubble Masonry. 

Aesthetically Appealing. 

 

Site Type 

Contoured 

Existing Nallah towards South 
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             DRAINAGE  LANDSCAPE CIRCULATION 

        Muktangan campus plot area: 39,870 sq.ft building built up area: 23,700 sq.ft 
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The Entrance Gate of The 

Building. 

The Vision of Observer Is Not 

Obstructed, 

The Open Space Is Focused 

From This Point 

 

 

 

The Waiting Area of the Opd  

Department Flows Into The  

Amphitheatre, Which Continue  

The Openness of the Building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Transparency Is Maintained By Connecting Outer Space Of The Building To The Interior. 

SERVICES 

Water Supply 

Ground Water Storage: 55,000 Litres 

Over Head Tank Storage: 6,000 Litres 

Hot Water Storage: 5,500liters (solar) 
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Drainage 

Central Municipal Connection 

Through Septic Tank 

Electric Connection 

3 Phase 1meter 

1 Phase 1meter 

Solar Backup System In 

Dining Hall and Kitchen 

Generator Backup In 

Medical and All Wards 

 

The Balcony of General Ward Open Up Into Amphitheatre This 

Provides Them Relief From The Build Up Space. The Opening in 

the Waiting Lobby Continues Till Terrace and Puts Sufficient 

Light into Internal Space 

6am - Wake Up Time 

6:15am - Tea Time 

6:45am - Yoga 

8:15am - Breakfast 

9-10am - Lecture 1 

10:30am - Tea Break 

10:45am - Lecture 2 

12:30pm - Lunch 

2:30pm - Lecture 3 

4:30pm - Physical Training 

5:00pm - Tea Time 

5:30pm - Store Time 

8:15pm - Dinner 

10:00pm - Lights Off 

The small-enclosed landscaped amphitheatre breathes light and 

Joy in the building; it binds the various functions together, 

Creating a much-needed ‘sense of belonging’. 

 

Amphitheatre: 150sitting 

Dining Hall - 1no 

Kitchen and Stores 

Multipurpose Hall - 2no 

Conference Hall - 30persons 

Residential Wards 8nos @20 Beds 

Library 

Directors Cabin 

Deputy Directors Cabin 

Reception 

Admission Room 

Finance Room 

Doctors Room 

Para Medical Room 

Administration Room 

Counsellors Cabin - 18nos 
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SOS VILLAGE ALIBAUG 

 

Location: Ali Baugh 

Architect: Sharukh Mistry 

Area: 2.8acre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The city of Alibaug is a coastal town in Raigad district in central western Maharashtra Region 

India. 

SOS Children's Villages 

Is an independent, non-governmental international development organization 

Which has been working to meet the needs and protect the interests and rights of children since 

1949. 

It also Provides family based care for parentless and abandoned children. It was founded by 

Hermann Gmeiner in IMST, Austria. 

 

Background of children: 

Children with no adult supervision or orphaned children 

Children with single parents 

School drop outs  

Children who have not been to school 

SOS Children village is run by donation only. 

Donation fund from foreign is about 70% and from India is only 30% Education. 

 

There are about 156 children in at present SOS Children village Alibaug. 

Until 24 years of age boys are taken care of till they get job. 

Girls can stay there still they get married. 

There motive is to integrate children without parents and Abandoned children of all races, 

Cultures and religions into society to make their way easier towards safe future. 

They not only gives refuge to homeless children but also to the women suffering under poverty, 

abused or widowhood. 
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PROGRAMME: 

Family Based Care: 

Children are kept in one family. 

Care takers as mothers look after 

children, 10 children per house. 

Family Strengthening 

Program: 

Helps with financial aid for families 

below poverty line or with no father in 

the family. 

70% Financial help. 

Education, Health care, Food, Clothing 

etc. 

 

Rs.10, 000 are provided within the institution for per child per month. 

Helps with financial aid for families below poverty line or with no father in the family. 
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Children go outside 

to for schooling 

They have organized tuition inside campus till 

10std Children go in two shifts according there 

timing in morning or in afternoon. 

They have creative activity workshop in vacation. 

They are not send out for vocational training. 

 

 

 

 

In this class room vocational training and value education is taught to children. Various dance 

program and other Entertaining activities take place in this area. 
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ACTIVITES IN THE CENTER 

There are class rooms in which vocational training and value education is taught to children. 

There is a library, lab, conference hall. 

Play area for children 

Guest rooms for visiting guests. 

Rooms for staff and for people who work there. 

 

 
SITE AREA 

1. ENTRY 8.STAFF ROOM 

2. SECURITY CABIN 9.HOUSES 

3. AMPHITHEATER 10.PLAY GROUND 

4. CLASSROOM 

5. LIBRARY, COMPUTER LAB 

6. ADMIN HOUSE 

8. STAFF ROOM 

9. HOUSES 

10. PLAY GROUND 

 

 

 

30% BUILT UP AREA 

70 % OPEN SPACE 
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HOUSES 

SOS Village have 14 General houses consist of 3BHK 

SEPRATE KITCHEN 

1 Room for Boys 

1 Room for girls 

Children below 9 yrs. sleep w it their mother. 

Courtyard in the centre for ventilation porch in the Entrance.  
 

 

 

ADMIN BLOCK 

 

ADMIN BLOCK:  

1. FAMILY BASE CARE 

2. STORE ROOM 

3. TOILET 

4. PANTRY 

5. DIRECTOR ROOM 

6. FAMILY STRENGH OFFICE 

7. LIBRARY 

8. COPUTER LAB 

9. CLASS ROOM 

10. WAITING 
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MERITS: 

· Meter room and cylinder gas placed outside the house as a precautionary measure for children. 

· Use of solar panels is done to save electricity. 

·There are punchers made on wall for natural light to enter inside the house. 

·Each house has a central open to sky area which allows enough light inside the houses. 

·There are punchers made on wall for natural light to enter inside the house. 

·Every unit has a small recreational space and a small playground. 

·SOS does not only provide shelter for abandoned children, they provide a family environment  

 To them. 

·Low cost housing, traditional housing, local material is used. 

·STP (Sewage Treatment Plant) is provided inside the campus so that water can be used for 

 Recreational purpose. 
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DEMERITS: 

·No proper parking is provided for vehicles. 

·Rain water harvesting treatment should be provided, so that water can be used for flushing and 

 Various purposes. 

·A small clinic should have been provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 66 

 

SOS VILLAGE AQABA 

JORDAN
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   CONCEPT 

   
EVOLUTION

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 69 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 70 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 71 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 72 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 73 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 74 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 75 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 76 

 

MAGIC BUS KARJAT 
 

A combination of natural and local materials with innovative technologies and materials used in 

this dormitory for the staff at the Magic Bus Campus portrays a new construction idiom – an 

expression of contemporary sustainable architecture. A unique structural cage of bamboo 

columns wraps around the dormitory, creating a dialogue between the interior and the 

dramatically changing landscape. 

 

Typology 

The design of the dormitory derives its typology from a colonial missionary bungalow.  This 

typology native to the Indian Bengali region and transformed by the British, responds to the local 

climate by its large shaded verandas promoting ample ventilated spaces. 

A staircase cutting through the building mass breaks up the passage on the ground floor. This cut 

in the building frames the exterior beyond, creating interplay between inside and outside. Public 

circulation and verandahs occupy the interstitial spaces between the external bamboo columns 

and the internal mass. Bamboo, being the fastest growing grass in the world, is a high yielding 

renewable material resource. 

The large covered verandahs and the relatively narrow width of the building envelope allow for 

comfortably ventilated and shaded semi-indoor spaces. With invaluable inputs from engineer 

Vilas Gore of Geo Science Services, innovative technologies and methods are used in order to 

reduce the amount of non-renewable materials throughout the building. 

 

 
 

Exterior view of entrance side. By utilizing the steep slope an intimate low façade will face the 

entrance court on the forest side. A water pond positioned in a rainwater catchment area reflects 

the dormitory on its surface. 
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Project Data 

Project Name: Magic Bus Dormitory 

Location: Magic Bus, Karjat, Mumbai, India 

Year: 2008 

Type: Residential, Institutional 

Themes: Sustainability, Bamboo, Innovation 

Awards: World Architecture Community Awards 2nd Cycle 

Design Team: Robert Verrijt + Shefali Balwani 

Size: 300 sq.m. 

Program: Dorm rooms, canteen, recreation room 

 

 
 

Exterior view of west side. A more prominent vertical façade will face the surrounding paddy 

fields. The stilted space below the dormitory forms an additional recreation space. 

 

 

 

Konkan village – This typology 

native to the Indian Bengali 

region and transformed by the 

British, responded to the local 

climate by its large shaded 

verandas promoting ample 

ventilated spaces. 
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A ‘cage’ of bamboo columns wraps around the building. Public circulation and verandahs 

occupy the spaces between the bamboo columns and the internal mass. 

 
 

The surface area that is exposed to the hot afternoon sun is minimised through the east west 

orientation. Rainwater falling on the roof channelled through generous gutters and collected in 

rainwater overhead tanks situated above the toilets. 
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Physical model – view The bamboo enclosure creates a dialogue between the interior and the dramatically 

changing landscape. 
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North elevation – The large covered verandahs and the relatively narrow width of the building 

envelope allow for comfortably ventilated and shaded semi-indoor spaces. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BASEMENT PLAN 
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Ground floor plan 

First floor plan 
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A steel plate, 

which is 

embedded in the 

pre-cast concrete 

beam, connects to 

both the lower and 

upper bamboo 

twin-column as 

well as the 

bamboo tie 

beams. 
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The columns consist of two 

bamboos, with a diameter of 

90mm, joined together by steel 

strips. Dowels inserted in between 

the two bamboos avoid shear 

movements. 
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   COMPARITIVE ANALYSIS 
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RESEARCH DESIGN 

 

STANDARDS DATA 

Functional requirement for the living of child: 

It means to provide suitable places for child, such as sleeping, living, studying, playing, 

recreational, food, and other requirements and spatially appropriate requirements of the needs of 

the child (rate per child) of each of the former and it can be addressed as follow: 

 

 

SLEEPING SPACE 

Beds should be designed, not necessarily using conventional norms i.e. 90cm x 180cm, They can 

be designed according to the standard/average heights of the children. Considerable savings in 

space can be made by reducing bed sizes. 
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LIVING SPACE 

Residential accommodation may either be attached to a general centre for street children, where 

other activities are organised during the day, or it may be a facility/provision in its own right. In 

the former case washing and dining facilities can be shared. 
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PLAYING 

Recreational activities will vary from country to country according to local customs and 

traditions. 

 

 
WORKSHOP 

There is a work force of twenty six technicians who provide the workshops trainees with 

practical on-the-job tuition, and 

this practical instruction is 

backed up by theoretical 

sessions so the boys understand 

the basic Design and planning 

underlying principles of their 

fields of training.  
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ADMINISTRATION 

The administrative provisions required to run a centre, working with street children will vary 

according to how project is organised and the scale of project. For smaller scale projects there 

may only need to be an office space where secretarial work takes place. For larger scale projects 

there will probably need to be provisions for holding meetings, organising fund-raising activities, 

and gathering and giving out information. 
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HEALTH CARE 

Primary health care provisions for street children should cater to both their physical and 

psychological needs. Wherever possible basic education and typical provisions information on 

hygiene, health and nutrition should be given in conjunction with medical treatment. 
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KITCHEN 

Storage space should be well organised so things are easy to find, if possible daylight should be 

provided especially if there is no electricity. Storage design l Cleanliness is of utmost 

importance. A clean food store will minimise the considerations possibility of vermin attacks -

food should not be stored directly on floors. 
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KITCHEN 

The examples cited below hope to serve as a guideline so the reader can have an approximate 

idea of how much space is required to serve a given Case studies number of meals. Room sizes 

will vary according to how many meals are prepared at any one time i.e. 100 meals prepared 

over 24 hours in several shifts will require less space than 100 meals prepared in one shift. 
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RECREATIONAL SPACES 

Designed play space should not be ‘over designed’ such that it can only be used for a few 

specialised activities. The best designs will be those that are adaptable, with simple interventions 

and some imagination, to a wide variety 

Of games and activities. 
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1. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1. District: __________________________________  

1.2. Locality/ Place____________________________ 

1.3. Location of Interview ______________________________ 

(Footpath/Pavement:  

1: In a shelter  

2: Under a bridge/ flyover 

3: Religious place 

4: Market: 5, Park: 6, Railway station: 7, Bus station: 

8, Slums: 9, Tourist place: 10, Construction site: 11, others (specify) ________________ 

1.4. Respondent’s Name: __________________________________________________ 

1.5. Relationship status in case of child less than 5 year old: ________________ 

(Self: 1, Father/Mother: 2, Brother/Sister: 3, Grand-father/Grand-mother: 4, Uncle/aunt: 5, 

Friend: 6, Contractor: 7, Fellow village men: 8, No relation: 9) 

1.6. Sex: _______________________________________  

1.7. Age (in Completed Years): ___________________ 

1.8. Marital status 

(Never married: 1, currently married: 2, Widow/ widower: 3, Divorced/ separated: 4, 

Abandoned: 5, others (specify)………………. 
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2. BACKGROUND: FAMILY/ ORIGIN DETAILS 

2.1. Why are you on the street? 

(Ran away from home: 1, Parent sent me away: 2, In search of jobs/income 3, Came with family 

members: 4, Lost family while travelling/ visit: 5, Lost family during calamity: 6, Kidnapped: 7, 

There was abuse: 8, Poverty/hunger: 9, Just landed here-10,, no response-11, others 

(specify……………………..) 

2.2. Do you have any idea about your family (Yes: 1, No: 2, don’t know: 3) If YES, kindly 

answer the following 

2.2.1. Where is your family? (In Delhi-1, outside Delhi-2) 

2.2.2. If they are in Delhi, where do they stay? 

(Slum-1, Road side: 2, Open space: 3, Rented room in village: 4, others (specify……………..) 

2.2.3. Do you stay with your family? 

(Yes: 1, Not stay with the family but in contact with them: 2, Not stay with family and no 

contact: 3, No response: 4, others (specify……………………) 

2.2.4. If you are not staying with your family members, do you visit them? 

(Yes: 1, No: 2, Not response: 3) 

2.2.4.1. If YES, how frequently (Monthly: 1, Quarterly: 2, Half Yearly: 3, Yearly: 4) 

2.2.4.2. Reasons for visit 

(Holiday/festival/marriage: 1, Visit sick relative: 2, Visit periodically: 3, To send money: 4, 

Agricultural season starting: 5, Others (specify …………………..) 

2.3. Do you know, where is your origin place? (Yes: 1, No: 2, No idea-3) 

If answer is YES, Specify  

2.3.1, where is it? 

(Born and brought up in Delhi and live with family: 1, Born and brought up in Delhi, but left the 

home: 2, Born outside Delhi, but brought up here, live with family: 3, Born outside Delhi and 

live alone: 4) 
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3. OCCUPATION, INCOME AND FOOD 

3.1. Are you engaged in any income earning activity (Yes: 1, No: 2) 

If answer is YES, kindly specify the following 

3.1.1. Specify to main activity that you engage in last one month 

(Begging: 1, Rag Picking: 2, Sell flowers, newspaper/ magazines/ books, fruits & other items on 

road: 3, Cleaning cars & two wheeler: 4, Working in road side stall or repair shop: 5, Working in 

small hotel or tea stall -6; Whatever available: 7; Working with manufacturing unit-8, Not 

working-9, No response-10, Others (specify)____________) 

3.1.2. Average hours of engagement (per day in the last one week) 

3.1.3 Total number of days engages in it last week 

3.1.4. Total income/earning last week (Rs.) ____________________ 

3.2. Kindly specify, how do you spend your money (last one week) Rs.(Approximate) 

3.2.1. Expenditure on Food Items 

3.2.2 Entertainment – Cinema 

3.2.3 Clothing, cosmetics 

3.2.4 Shelter 

3.2.5 Health supports – medicines 

3.2.6 Consumption on tobacco (1), alcohol (2), whitener (3), drugs (4) (…..)* 

3.2.7 Give to supervisor/ Leader 

3.2.8 Give to parents/ guardian 

3.2.9 Police and others (per cent) 

* Use code in the bracket and if it is others use 5 as code. 

3.3. Did you miss any meals in a day in the last one week (Yes: 1, No: 2, No response: 3) 

If YES, 3.3.1, specify the reason ________________________ 
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4. HEALTH & SANITATION 

4.1. Did you fall sick/ill in the last six month? (Yes: 1, No: 2) 

4.1.1, If YES, Place 

(NGO clinic: 1, Family planning center: 2, Maternity and child welfare center: 3, Tuberculosis 

clinic: 4, Government Hospital: 5, Private Nursing home/ clinics: 6, Mobile services: 7, Health 

camp: 8, didn’t go anywhere, no treatment: 9, others (specify) __________________) 

4.2. Do have any kind of disability (Yes: 1, No: 2) 

If answer is YES, 4.2.1 specify type of disability (multiple answer specify it) 

(Hearing: 1, Speaking: 2, Eyesight related: 3, Disability in Walking: 4, Mental disability: 5, other 

(specify…………………) 

4.2.2. Nature of disability (multiple answer specify it) 

(By birth: 1, Accident: 2, Abuse by parents/ guardian: 3, Abuse by agents/ goons: 4, Abuse by 

police: 5, Abuse by unknown people: 6, 

Sickness, but not able to treat: 7, others (specify …………………..) 

4.3. What kind of toilet do you currently use? 

(No toilet: 1, Public Toilet: 2, Sulabh Sauchalay (paid):3, Mobile toilet-4, others 

_____________) 

4.4. What are your main sources of drinking water? 

(Community wells: 1, Community taps: 2, Hand pumps: 3, Others (specify)____________) 
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5. UNCOMFORTABLE EXPERIENCES IN THE STREET 

5.1. Have you ever seen/ heard anybody abuses a street child? (Yes: 1, No: 2) 

If YES, please answer 

Type Sex of the affected child who abused** 

(Multiple answer specify it) 

5.1.1 Physical abuse 

5.1.2 Verbal abuse 

5.1.3 Others (specify…………………) 

(Torturing: 1, beating: 2, forced starving: 3, Sexual: 4), 

 (Parents/ guardian: 1, Agents/ contractors: 2, Police: 3, Relatives/ friends: 4, Other street people: 

5, Other people who comes in car and other vehicles: 6, Others (Specify) ____________) 

5.2. What are the major risks (multiple answer specify it) 

(Police harassment: 1, Sexual Abuse: 2, Threat to life: 3, Thieves: 4, Others 

(Specify)____________) 

 

 

6. EDUCATION DETAILS 

6.1. Did you ever attend school? (Yes: 1, No: 2) 

If answer YES: 6, 1.1, Specify the kind of school/ education 

(Mobile school: 1, Mobile crèche: 2, Informal school offer by NGO: 3, Informal education offer 

by neighbors: 4, Night school: 5, ICDS/anganwadi: 6, other (specify………………………) 

If YES, 

 6.1.2, Specify the level of schooling 

(Pre-school age: 1, Attended only for few months: 2, Attended for 1-2 years: 3, Attended upto 

middle school (5th class): 4, Attended up to secondary school (up to 8th class): 5, Attended 

above secondary class: 6, attending informal school:  

7, attending formal school irregularly: 

8, attending formal school regularly:  

9, others (specify………………..) 

6.2. If given the opportunity to attend school or skill training, will you attend? (Yes: 1, No: 2) 

6.2.1. If YES, kindly specify the type of education/ skill training 
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7. SUPPORT FROM GOVERNMENT AND ENTITLEMENT STATUS 

7.1. Are you aware of any assistance for street children? (Yes: 1, No: 2) 

If YES,  

7.1.2. Have you received any assistance (Yes: 1, No: 2) 

If YES,  

7.1.3. Who provide it? 

(Government: 1, NGO: 2, Both Government and NGO: 3, others (specify) 

If YES,  

7.1.4. Type of assistance (if multiple answer specify it) 

(Money: 1, Clothing: 2, Medicines: 3, Education or Training: 4, Shelter-5, others 

(specify)_____________) 

7.2. Do you have any identification document? (Yes: 1, No: 2) 

7.2.1. If YES, type of document (Birth/Age certificate: 1, Education Certificate: 2, Copy of 

Ration card: 3, Other Govt. identity Card: 4, others 

 

8. MOBILITY WITHIN DELHI 

8.1. How many times you have shifted your locations in the last one month? 

(Once: 1, Twice: 2, Thrice: 3, More than that: 4, Never shifted: 5, No response: 6) 

8.1.2. Why do you move around? ___________________________ 

8.1.3. How do you decide which part of the city to move to, explain ____________________ 

8.2. Future Plans of stay 

(Will stay in Delhi: 1, Will go back home: 2, Depends on job:3, Did not think:4, Others 

(Specify)___________ 
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INFERENCE 

Street life is different and childhood on the streets as ‘nowhere children’ is the worst. Most of the 

children were aware of and also had contact with their families. The incidence of second and 

third-generation migrants was very high, and they were largely from families that 

Continued to be Delhi-based. The ratio of migrant street children was higher among boys than 

among girls. These children were on the street mainly to earn. They engaged in various income-

generation activities. Begging was popular among young children and girls. As they grew up 

they preferred to work and earn. The income and expenditure pattern showed that they earned 

almost 

As much as adult workers in some cases, but their spending was not that high. Nearly half of 

their income was remitted to their families and they largely spent the rest on food. Since there 

were incidences of consumption of drugs, the study enquired into and found that one out of every 

five 

Children was under the influence of some addictive and unhealthy habit such as tobacco 

consumption. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IR@AIKTC aiktcdspace.org

Service By KRRC (Central Library)



DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

    

                                 103 

 

 

 

SITE SELECTION & JUSTIFICATION 

 

 

MAP 1 MATER PLAN DELHI 2021 
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Day-length variation Located at 28°36′36″N latitude, Delhi lies in the sub-tropical belt of earths 

North Temperate geographical region, a few latitudes north of the Tropic of Cancer. As such the 

Rotation of earth has its effect on the city's day-length, which shortens during winters and 

lengthens during summers. Between the two solstices, Delhi's day-length changes by about 4 

hours, offset by Some 2 hours each at sunrise and sunset. 
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MAP 3 ZONAL PLAN 

MAP 2  WARD PLAN 
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Figure 10 site location 

 

Figure 11 site plan 
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Figure 12 panoramic view of site 

 

Figure 13 panoramic view of site 

CENTRAL DELHI 

The Central Delhi district is, in fact, a small district that lies between the New and 

North Delhi districts. Its population is 100 per cent urban with more than 70 per 

cent slum dwellers. It has many crowded locations and the population density 

shows its intensity. It constitutes of the old city areas of Chandni Chowk, Jama 

Masjid, Red Fort, Sadar Bazar, Indraprastha Estate, ITO, Kamala Market, 

Paharganj, Jhandewalan Extension, Karol Bagh, Jhandewalan, Old and New 

Rajendra Nagar, Daryaganj, and Raj Ghat. Many tourist and religious places fall in 

this district. The New Delhi railway station is also located in this district. 
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SPACE PROGRAMME 
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DESIGN BRIEF 

The aim of the project is to create a safe haven for the street children of Delhi. 

One of the main objective of the design is to create an environment that is conductive to the 

rehabilitation and the skills development, so as to help with the transformation of the street 

children into functioning members of the society. Rehabilitation is another primary objective of 

the design, Both in terms of physical and mental health. Sustainability in terms of both 

environmental and financial are fundamental components of the design. Rain water harvesting 

and solar water heaters should be located as a part of the environmental strategy. In terms of 

financial sustainability one should look at revenue generating elements such as arts and crafts, 

services as well as recycling etc. 

 

The design will comprise of residential components for both the children and the mentors, 

workshops and classrooms need to be need to be provided as well as multipurpose spaces. 

 

The design should comprise of: 

Residential component - one of the design requirement for a residential component for both the 

mentors and the children, with mentors having a visual control over the children’s rooms. 

The children rooms need to accommodate up to 4 children as well as provide a work space and 

storage space. 

 

Workshops - the design must incorporate skills development workshops which caters for steel 

work, wood work, and art rooms. 

 

Classrooms, music and art rooms. 

 

Gallery and display area – for art and craft made by the children in the workshops classrooms, 

This is an important component of the design as it can offer the children a sense of achievement 

as well as self-esteem when their crafts are displayed. This can also potentially provide the 

centre with a source of funds to help with the running costs. The gallery area should also 

incorporate a tourist information area, which can create awareness among the greater public. 
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Administration offices 

 

Dinning multipurpose space and kitchen 

 

Integration with existing amenities – incorporate existing playgrounds. 

 

Sporting facilities – physical activity is very important as it promotes healthy living as well as 

creating a sense of team work. 

 

Social spaces – social interaction is important in term of bonding and developing social 

connections within the centre. 

 

Quiet spaces – the design needs to incorporate quiet spaces in order to provide study areas as 

well as the opportunity for reflection. 
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