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Abstract 

The thesis outlines a design proposal to develop a

‘tea museum’ at Dibrugarh, Assam. The aim is to

break free from the conventional idea of a museum

as just a showcase of wall hung's and installations

and provide a platform to study, preserve, exhibit

and experience tea-related resources.

The project explores the amalgamation of beautiful

tea garden and tea factories having some dedicated

spaces for tea workers as well. It stands as a

dialogue between the conventional and the

experimental, the past , the present and the future.

The museum focuses on peoples participation and

creates an immersive experience with interactive

galleries, workshops, and factory visits.
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The proposed thesis project aims to develop a ‘Tea Museum’ in conjunction with tea estate

and tea factory which is

Globally influenced,

Context specific,

Programmatically inventive,

Experiential and 

Aesthetically  pleasing

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Tea is the most famous of all non mixed refreshments on the planet. Two-third of the total

population drink tea. 'Camellia sinensis,' is accepted to have started from South East Asia

However, the focal point of starting point isn't obviously known. It could be the Tibetan

Plateau including SzeChuan, Yu-nan, Sain, North East India or China Chinese individuals

were the pioneers in utilizing tea for therapeutic reason. Before the end of the 6th century, the

Chinese started to view tea as a refreshment. In India tea plant was found in North East

Assam during the mid eighteenth century. Tea has gotten one of the incredible Commodities

of business esteem during the colonial time frame.

Beginning from an extravagance which just the rich could manage. tea has now become the

world's least expensive and most broadly utilized beverage other than water. It has really

become a drink of worldwide association, a bond that brings individuals together. Financially

talking as well, tea is a very significant source of much required foreign trade.

Tea estate industry is a blend of industry and agriculture. (plantation is an enormous domain

on which harvests, for example, tea, espresso, rubber and so on are grown). Cultivation of

leaf is an agricultural movement while its processing is a factory-made activity. The majority

of the enormous estates process crude leaf in their own processing factories. Tea industry is

vital in the public economy of India as far as income generation, procuring foreign trade, job

creation and commitment to the public treasury.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Real museums are places where 

Time is transformed into space.

- Orhan Pamuk 
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BACKGROUND STUDY

1.2

History and origin

Tea has a long and complex history; its foundations are profoundly attached to

ancient Chinese culture.

Legend has it that the discovery of tea was made when Emperor Shen Nung of

China went over the Camellia sinensis plant back in 2737BC; a couple of leaves

blended by the breeze fell into a pot of bubbling water as his soldiers took refuge

under the tree, giving the world its first taste of tea. Others claim that tea started

in 1500 BC–1046 BC in China and was found by the Shang Dynasty as a

medicated beverage.

In the years that followed, somewhere in the range of 420 and 589 BC, tea

drinking became popular as a Chinese tradition.

Tea’s revolutionary journey across continents 

By the end of the third century AD, tea had become China's main drink. By

eighth century AD Chinese were at that point exchanging tea to Tibet, the Arabs,

the Turks, to the traveling clans of the Indian Himalayas, and furthermore along

the "silk road" into India. It was not until the 16th century that tea arrived at

European soils, and it was only in the seventeenth century that the British were

introduced to tea.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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How did tea come to India?

It is believed that tea was brought to India by the silk caravans that made a trip

from China to Europe hundreds of years prior, however the Camellia sinensis is

additionally local to India, and grown in the wild well before its actual worth was

realized. Local Indians utilized the leaves as a component of their eating routine

at times, however generally it was utilized for its medicinal properties. Utilized in

cooking, in vegetable dishes or to make soup, it was quite a while before it

changed into what's currently well known as chai – a flavorful black tea

sweetened with sugar and milk alongside flavors like cardamom and ginger.

An inherent piece of day by day life today, tea was acquainted officially with

Indians by the British. The source of tea in India is owed to the British who

expected to overthrow China's imposing business model on tea, having

discovered that Indian soil was prominently appropriate to develop these plants.

The proof of neighborhood plants was an extraordinary sign that the soil was

ideal for relocating Chinese seedlings and it was the Assam valley and the

approaching heaps of Darjeeling that were picked as early destinations for tea

planting. After numerous ineffective attempts more than 14 long years, tea estate

in India began to grow, empowering the creation of a tea that was equivalent, if

worse, than its Chinese partner. On account of them, India became, and stays, one

of the biggest tea makers on the planet – second just to China.

Who discovered tea in India?

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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The tea business in India began to develop around mid 1840. Chinary tea plants,

which were first given a shot in Assam, were later tried in Darjeeling and Kangra,

and it was here that they grew more and more beneficial. Tea planting in

Darjeeling formally started in 1841. By 1847, an official tea plant nursery was set

up in Darjeeling. Soon after, the principal industrial cultivation was set up with

the setting up of Tukvar Tea Estate in Darjeeling in 1850.

Tea industry in India

The tea industry in India today

The tea business didn't end when the British left India. In fact, the tea market in

India has been developing from that point onward. Today, there are the same

number of as 43,293 tea gardens over the entire of Assam, 62,213 tea gardens in

the Nilgiris and just 85 tea gardens in Darjeeling (source: Tea Board of India). In

request to guarantee the gracefully of genuine Darjeeling, Assam, and Nilgiri tea,

a necessary arrangement of ensuring the realness of these teas was joined into the

Tea Act of 1953. The words 'Darjeeling', 'Darjeeling logo', 'Assam logo' and

'Nilgiri logo' are enrolled under the Geographical Indications of Goods Act of

1999.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

6

IR@AIKTC-KRRC

ir.aiktclibrary.org



SOME KEY TEA INDUSTRIES IN ASSAM
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Tea producing states in India

India is the #2 producer of tea in the world at 1,325,050 tonnes and second in

terms of land devoted to tea growing as well, with 621,610 hectares. Much of

India’s tea production is concentrated in the areas of Darjeeling, Nilgiri, Dooars,

and Assam, which is the single largest tea growing region in the world. The top 5

growing states in India, ranked by production, are:

1. Assam

2. West Bengal

3. Tamil Nadu

4. Kerala

5. Karnataka

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Tea Production in India

by State, 2017 Stats

per 1,000 tonnes

Source: Indian Tea Board

Image.1. Top 10 tea producers, ranked by total hectares of tea growing area in 2018
(https://www.killgreen.io/main/tea-producing-countries) 

Rank by Area
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Tea is one of the most famous and least cost drinks on the planet and consumed

by a large number of people. Inferable to its increasing demand, tea is considered

to be one of the major components of world beverage market.

Tea development is limited distinctly to certain particular areas of the world

because of specific requirements of climate and soil. Major share of the tea

creating nations are situated in Asia where China, India, Sri Lanka are the

significant makers.

Tea production on global level 

Image.2. Top 10 tea producers, by total tonnes produced in 2018  (tea board India)

Rank by Production

Tea production on national level

India is the biggest producer of black tea just as the biggest consumer of tea in

the world. Right now, India produces 23% of absolute world production and

consumes about 21% of complete world consumption of tea – almost 80% of the

tea delivered is consumed inside India. In the course of the most recent 20 years,

India's reality positioning as an exporter has descended from number one to

number four, even with hardened competition from Sri Lanka, Kenya, and China.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Facts and Figures

According to a recently conducted door to door survey by the Industries &

Commerce Department, some of the facts given below:

(1) No and growth:

Total numbers of small growers in 14 surveyed districts of Brahmaputra Valley is

68,465.

Maximum growth occurs from 1996 to 2005.

Growth in five upper Assam district is 64,519 (94%).

Apart from upper Assam, the districts of Udalguri, Sonitpur and Nagaon have

seen remarkable growth.

(2) Distribution of Small Growers:

Dibrugarh and Tinsukia districts of upper Assam have remarkable numbers of

small growers and their number is 37,755 (55%).

Udalguri, Sonitpur, Nagaon and Karbi Anglong districts have in rising trend.

The rest of the districts other than upper Assam districts seem to be steady.

(3) Land under Tea Cultivation by Small Tea Growers

Total area of land under tea cultivation of small growers is 117 thousand acres.

There is a shift from paddy to tea in high lands.

Small growers used patta land as well as other Government land for tea

cultivation.

(4) Patta land owned by Small Tea growers used in Tea Cultivation:

41% of small growers cultivate tea on patta land ( 28723 no's)

Baring Karbi-Anglong, Sivasagar and Sonitpur, the tea cultivation in patta land is

below 40%

(5) Age profile of Tea bushes in small garden:

67% of tea bushes are below 10 years of age.

Only 8% is above 15 years of age.

Big gardens have purchased major portion of their production due to young

character of plant.

(6) Size of holding among small tea growers:

59717 small gardens have holding size of less than 3 acres.

only 380 small gardens have holding size of 15 acres.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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WHY TEA MUSEUM?

1.3

To educate and foster the understanding  of importance of tea. 

To introduce the rapidly changing production and consumption of tea. 

To stand as a dialogue between the conventional and the experimental, the past , 

the present and the future.  

Presently there is no single institute of international standards in India that deals

simultaneously with tea estate, tea factory, community of tea workers and tea

museum and a need for prominent tea museum has long been felt for the

establishment of a facility to trace the various trends in the field. To this end, the

project proposes the establishment of a museum whose role would be to introduce

the rapidly changing traditions of tea, the history from international to national to

state level, the processing of it and how medically as well its important and to

attract the tourist contributing to the increment in the economy of tea estates. To

educate and foster the understanding of tea, amongst the people, the nation and the

world.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

1.4

The museum focuses on peoples

participation and creates an

immersive experience with

interactive galleries, workshops,

and factory visits.

Apart from galleries, the

museum to have a library,

workshops indoor and outdoor,

temporary and permanent

exhibition spaces, discussion

areas and cafeterias, tea

ceremony room, etc.

The project to explore the

amalgamation of beautiful tea

garden and tea factories having

some dedicated spaces for tea

workers as well, through

carefully contemplated spatial

planning.

Tea 
museum

Tea 
factory

Tea 
estate 

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

1.5

AIM OF RESEARCH

THE AIM IS TO EXPOSE PEOPLE TO VARIOUS ASPECTS OF TEA BY

PROVIDING A PLATFORM TO STUDY, PRESERVE, EXHIBIT AND

EXPERIENCE TEA-RELATED RESOURCES IN ASSAM.

The major objectives of the proposed museum can be summarized as

follows:

OBJECTIVES OF RESEARCH

 To analyze major tea producing regions of India.

 To identify the issues related to tea industries.

 To have a comparative study of Assam with other tea producing regions.

 To examine the possibility of improving tea production sector in Assam

region through improved landscape of the tea gardens adjoining the tea

industry.

 To create a hub of tea garden, tea factory and tea museum in Assam, a

platform for expression and interaction between the tea workers and the

community.

 To create a platform for representation of India at a global level.

 To enhance the state of Assam by contributing to its income generating

section .

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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SCOPES AND LIMITATION 

1.6

 The principle focus of the study is on Assam’s tea producing system no

other industrial info will be studied in detail.

 Many community centers are built but which are used perhaps only a

dozen or so times during the year. The rest of the days they remain idle.

It feels like huge lifeless concrete mass in the midst of the beautiful

sceneries. These community centers are necessary to work for the

betterment of the tea workers throughout the year.

PROPOSED CLIENTS AND COLLABORATORS  

1.7

Tea Board Of India 

Dubai Tea Park

The Assam Industrial 

Development Corporation Ltd, 

Government of Assam 

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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LITERATURE REVIEW
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Research methodology 

2.0
TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Article1  - Will Push For Infrastructure Status For Sector: Tea Board

2.1
TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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INFERENCE

The above published article on 8th November 2019 is about developing infrastructure of the

tea industries to combat the effects of climate change.

The borrowing rate of the industry is 10-11%. It would lead to bag funding from World

Bank if the projects are infrastructure projects working towards climate change. In south

the work has already begun.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Article2  - Lockdown Crimps Bengal Assam's Tea Production By 10%

2.2

INFERENCE

In the above article it is concluded that due to the lockdown the industries were closed and even

the tea workers were not able to pluck the first flush leaves. Because of all this it had a huge loss

in production and had a direct effect on the economy. And indirectly the labors are majorly

affected by no source of income.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Article3  - India’s Tea Gardens Beckon Tourists

2.3

India’s tea gardens beckon tourists

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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INFERENCE

The above article by post news is about how tea gardens are attracting and welcoming tourist

and growing their interest in the field.

As the above piece of article also proves how Assam is in the lead for tea tourism as it is the

largest tea producing region in India.

It also states how tea research centre and Tocklai guest house are being redeveloped and even

the other states like West Bengal is considering in promoting of tea tourism.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Article4  - Assam Diaries: Princess Majuli’s Home And  More  Tea

2.4

ASSAM DIARIES: PRINCESS MAJULI’S HOME
AND MORE TEA Published on Nov 15, 2016

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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INFERENCE

Very well written article , perfectly capturing the ethos of a tea estate. This article brings the

truth how each tea estate are different from each other. There are always distinction between

patches of tea bushes which untrained eye cant see as they appear monotonous for them.

Various stages of tea process are defined and how Majulighur tea estate is specialized and

also the main objective to be taken from this article is the location of the estate which is on

the north bank of the Brahmaputra . Most of the tea estates in Assam lies on the bank of

Brahmaputra.
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Article5  - Tea Tribes Of Assam (Identity Politics And Search For Liberation)

2.5
TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

29

IR@AIKTC-KRRC

ir.aiktclibrary.org



TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

30

IR@AIKTC-KRRC

ir.aiktclibrary.org



TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

31

IR@AIKTC-KRRC

ir.aiktclibrary.org



INFERENCE

Assam has been an influential and integral part of India’s North-East region, having substantial

socio-cultural linkages with the entire sub-continent.

Assam is populated by three distinct groups of people: the tribes of the hills, the tribes of the

plains, and the non- tribal inhabitants of the plains.

Assam was known for its tea industries, but plantation work needed significant human power.  

For this, the tea tribes were brought in as indentured labor from various provinces of India.

During their tenure at the plantation work, the communities began to be identified as tea tribes.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

32

IR@AIKTC-KRRC

ir.aiktclibrary.org



Article6  - Improving the Lives of Women and Children in Assam’s Tea Communities

2.6

Improving the Lives of Women and Children in 

Assam’s Tea Communities

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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INFERENCE

As Assam is the largest tea growing region, but the large community involved in tea in this

region is one of the poorest in India.

The above article shows how UNICEF is supporting and improving the lives of women and

children in Assam's tea communities since 2014.

By the different programs introduced by UNICEF there’s a great impact and positive change

in the community.

As more such programs should be introduced to make their lives much better for surviving

not only for the women and children but men's as well.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Article7  - The Study On Socio Ecology Of Tea Garden

2.7
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INFERENCE

The social environment of tea gardens in North-Eastern piece of India has been described

with the polymorphic collaborations among and between three arrangements of sub-natural

computer science viz. physical, organic and social environment. The current examination has

featured these polymorphic collaborations of pay of both impermanent and perpetual workers

working in the tea nurseries of Upper Assam with parts of sub-ecologies of social, physical,

organic environment. The outcomes show that obvious effect was found in change in pay of

both impermanent and perpetual tea garden workers in the previous thirty years that had

slippery impact on their living. The relapse examination has been led to see the causal

capability of set of factors from the left side from X1 to X17 on the weighty character that is

Income of both impermanent and lasting workers. All these .have been done to build up and

gauge the example, bearing and power of connection of progress in pay of transitory and

perpetual workers to at last gauge the environmental conduct of that tea garden arrangement

to in the end determine and evoke their social qualities in the evolving climatic, natural and

actual arrangement in tea garden biological system.
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Circulation

2.8

The circulation of public and staff service areas has to be separated from each other. The

visitors should be able to approach a particular gallery of his or her choice as directly as

possible. The location of the temporary exhibition hall should take into consideration the

possibility of a large number of visitors. A separate entrance is advisable. Circulating pattern

should be designed keeping in mind that there is a general tendency to turn right to enter an

exhibit hall.

Types of crowd flow

Depending upon the rate of flow of visitors the areas inside the spaces  are 

1- Areas of constant crowd flow.

2- Areas of moderate crowd.

3- Areas of variable crowd flow.

Circulation Patterns

The circulation within the museum can be attributed to one of the following types:

i) Open Plan

Large autonomous 

exhibits free 

circulation.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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ii) Core And Satellites 

iii) Linear Procession  

iv) Loop  

v) Complex  

Free circulation from 

core to specific 

satellite.

Linear sequence of spaces controlled circulation. Mostly separate entrance and exit.

Controlled circulation , 

thematic organization, 

circulation returns to 

exit.

Complex 

communication 

strategy.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Circulation Plans For Visitors 

i) Chain   

iii) Central   

ii) Window    

iv) Block    

v) Brush    

Visitors navigate as per their interests. Allows movement in different rooms 

from a central point.

The central display allows visitors to 

it from different view points.
Allows movement in random pattern.

Different parts of exhibition are exposed 

to visitors as they move.
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User Behavior

2.9

In order to create a useful and effective museum its very important to understand the target

audience. The museums exhibition will only succeed only when it will communicate with

the visitors and foster their interest.

The visitors of museum can be of three simple categories

1) Casual visitors- the ones who move quickly through the gallery and do not involve in

what they see.

2) Cursory visitors- the ones who are interested in the museum, its experience and its

collection.

3) Study visitors- the learners who spend abundant of their time in most of the spaces of

museum.

The different types of users that are going to visit the museum are

1) Visitors

• Tourists

• School children

• Families

• Students

• Sensory impaired people

• Physically disabled people       

2)     Researchers

3) Historians

4) Artists 

5) Tea workers

6) Staff 

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Image.3. breakdown of user segments according to a visitor 
motivation survey  (museumsdigitalculture.prattsi.org) 
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Display Techniques

2.10

Exhibits significantly changed during years instead of an amazing showcase of shows with 

"do not touch" limitation, the presentation has shaped a group of active, inactive and 

interactive sorts.

Graphic Panels,

Images,

Models, Etc.

Audio And

 Videos.

User Activated

Lighting Effects

Films- Movies, Documentaries 

And Videos.

Live Interpretation – Staff Or

Actors In Role Play

Various Kinds Of Workshop.

a) The museum can display info in the following forms:

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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b) Positioning of graphics :

Image.5.  User friendly hands on exhibit (jkainc.com)

Image.6.  Viewing bands for adults (pink) and pre-fives (blue)
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c) Relevant dimensions :

Image.7.  Measurement of adult and six years old visitor in relation to cases (time saver standards) 

Image.8.  Difficulties encountered in viewing details more than 3feet below or 1feet above (time saver 
standards) 

Image.9.  Viewing distance increase with greater size of object 
(time saver standards) 
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CASE STUDIES
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1) MILWAUKEE ART MUSEUM

PROJECT INFO

Architect- Santiago Calatrava

Built In – 1888(2001)

Floor Area- 341000sq Ft

Location – Milwaukee , Wisconsin, 

United  States

The Milwaukee Art Museum is an art museum

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Its collection contains

nearly 25,000 works of art. It is one of the largest

museums in the United States. It is designed by

David Kahler and the Quadracci Pavilion created by

Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava.

The Quadracci Pavilion contains a movable, wing-

like brise soleil that opens up for a wingspan of 217

feet (66 m) during the day, folding over the tall,

arched structure at night or during inclement

weather. Approximately 2100 tons of steel

reinforcing bar has been used in the concrete. If the

structure were not so heavy, it would float if the lake

level got too high.

INTRODUCTION

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Image.10.  view of Milwaukee art museum (solaripedia.com) 
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CIRCULATION

Circulation of the milwaukee art museum

starts from the main entrance from level

one. The museum has 5 levels. Parking,

lower level , main level, mezzanine floor

and upper level. Each floor has different

functions. As the spaces are confined there's

very congested area for circulation.

ORGANISATION OF SPACE

Despite of the fact that the spaces are

confined in the museum as there is a lot

of functions placed in it on each floor.

But the museum is well organized. The

allotment of the spaces is very well

designed . Each floor is allotted with

different space.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Image.11.  circulation plan of Milwaukee art museum 
(solaripedia.com) 

Image.12.  different floor levels of Milwaukee art 
museum (solaripedia.com) 
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CIRCULATION AND ORGANIZATION OF SPACE.
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Image.13.  different floor levels of Milwaukee art 
museum (solaripedia.com) 
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QUALITY OF SPACE

The quality of space in the museum is

very well lit. the ventilation of the

museum is based on HVAC system. As

the structure is having glass for the

lighting but no openings are there for

ventilation purpose.

- GLASS FAÇADE FOR LIGHTING

SILENT AND NOISY

As where there are display areas the spaces

are silent and the auditorium , cafes, some

gathering space, art studio where speakers

are being used for display purpose are the

noisy spaces.

- NOISY SPACES

- SILENT SPACES
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Image.15. Milwaukee art  museum 
(http://cargocollective.com/) 

Image.14. Milwaukee art  museum 
(http://cargocollective.com/) 
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The pavilion received the

2004 Outstanding Structure

Award from the International

Association for Bridge and

Structural Engineering. This iconic

building, often referred to as "the

Calatrava", is used in the museum

logo.
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Image.16.  view of Milwaukee art museum 
(solaripedia.com) 
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2) IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM

Architect- Daniel Libeskind

Built In – 1997-2001

Floor Area- 9000msq

Location – Manchester England

PROJECT INFO

The museum building was designed by architect Daniel Libeskind and opened in July 2002,

receiving 470,000 visitors in its first year of opening. One of five branches of the Imperial

War Museum, it explores the impact of modern conflicts on people and society. At the

museum's opening, Libeskind said that he sought to "create a building ... which emotionally

moved the soul of the visitor toward a sometimes unexpected realization"'.

INTRODUCTION
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Image.17.  Imperial War Museum (Archdaily) 

IR@AIKTC-KRRC

ir.aiktclibrary.org



As it’s a war museum it’s a huge open space where artifacts like fighter plane , guns, other

war materials are displayed. So the spaces are well organized and dived into silos where

different audio visuals are shown to the visitors

ORGANISATION OF SPACE
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Image.18.  Imperial War Museum (mainstream. modern) 

Image.19.  Imperial War Museum (mainstream. modern) 
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SILENT AND NOISY

As compared to the previous museum there were more number of silent space then the noisy

spaces but in this imperial museum there are open spaces dived for different topics and are

audio visually displayed to the visitors which keeps all the spaces noisy. Silent spaces are

Libeskinds room and stairway blocks.

- NOISY SPACES

- SILENT SPACES

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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Image.19 and 20 .  Imperial War Museum (mainstream. modern) 
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The circulation pattern in this museum is very open as the there is no particular pattern of

display. The artifacts are installed in between as visitors move around . So the circulation

pattern which is followed is the wall where there are screens displaying the videos and facts

of wars. As people see them one after the other following the wall.

CIRCULATION
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Image.21.  Imperial War Museum (radiomuseum) 
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As there are more numbers of visual displays then installations the museum has dark space

with so called zero bulb lightning's for circulation and to some installation which are

displayed in the museum has focus lights on them. As you can see in the reference pictures

above from the internal space of the museum.

QUALITY OF SPACE
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Image.22.  Imperial War Museum (mainstream. modern) 

IR@AIKTC-KRRC

ir.aiktclibrary.org



Libeskind envisaged a 'constellation

composed of three interlocking

shards‘ with each shard being a

remnant of an imagined globe

shattered by conflict.

These shards in turn represented air,

earth and water, and each formed a

functionally distinct part of the

museum.

The 55 m high air shard, provides

the museum's entranceway and a

viewing balcony above

the Manchester Ship Canal with

views of the Manchester skyline.

The construction of the tower leaves

viewers exposed to the elements and

one reviewer considered that it

reflected "the aerial perspective of

modern warfare and the

precariousness of the life below".

The earth shard houses the

museum's exhibition spaces, while

the water shard accommodates a

cafe with views of the canal.
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Image.23.  Imperial War Museum (radiomuseum) 
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3) TEA MUSEUM, SHIZUOKA

February 2017: Renovation design completed.

April 2017: Tea Museum, Shizuoka construction started.

May 2017: Renovation construction started.

December 2017: Ordinances proclaimed regarding the installation, management, and 

materials used for Tea Museum, Shizuoka.

March 2018: Planned opening.

PROJECT INFO

Location Japan, 3053-2 Kanayafujimi-cho, 

Shimada-shi, Shizuoka 428-0034
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Image.24.  Tea Museum Shizuoka (tea-museum) 

Image.25. Tea Museum Shizuoka (tea-museum) 
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Information
library multi
purpose hall tea
industry in 
Japan and
shizuoka
prefecture,
temporary 
exhibitions Mt.
Fuji viewing hall, 
teas and ethnic
cultures of the 
world
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Image.26. Tea Museum Shizuoka (tea-museum) 

Image.27. Tea Museum Shizuoka (tea-museum) 

IR@AIKTC-KRRC

ir.aiktclibrary.org



"Tea Museum, Shizuoka" features

exhibits introducing tea industry, history,

and culture, as well as rich tea picking

and rubbing experiences as well as

courses that teach using the five senses,

and offers opportunities for everyone

both young and old to enjoy learning

about tea. In addition, the museum holds

training sessions and collects and

distributes information for people in the

tea industry and tea lovers both in Japan

and abroad.
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Image.28. Tea Museum Shizuoka (tea-museum) 

Image.29. Tea Museum Shizuoka (tea-museum) 
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Matcha grinding experience Tea ceremony experience

You can enjoy matcha and Japanese sweets made by the teacher in a full-fledged tea room.
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Image.30. Tea Museum Shizuoka (tea-museum) 
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Location- Philippines 

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

4) ILOCOS AGRICULTURE HUB

Bayan (community) + 

Anihan (farm), in Filipino 

context, introduces an 

innovative way of 

recreating a sense of 

community for the 

Philippine agriculture 

sector.

PROJECT INFO

Agriculture Hub is an architecture innovation that

will serve as the central facility that is dedicated to

rural revitalization and economic inclusiveness

within the locality. This project is a fundamental

architectural initiative which is specifically

dedicated to the uplifting of farmers’ way of living

and proving to the nation and to the world that

architecture can create an immense impact in the

agriculture development.

INTRODUCTION

Creating a series of loops of activities involving the major stakeholders, government, the

business-minded farmers, and the business investors.
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Image.31. Agriculture Hub (futurearchitectureplatform.org) 
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Image.32. Agriculture Hub
(futurearchitectureplatform.org) 
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Image.33. Agriculture Hub (futurearchitectureplatform.org) 
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TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

5) TEA TALKS HOUSE

Architects: Atelier Right Hub

Area: 8900 M²

Client: Fujian Ming Shan Tea 

Industry Development Co., Ltd.

City : Quanzhou

Country :China

Designed-2017

Completed - 2019

Technical Data - Wood Veneer, 

Terrazzo, Cenment Paint, Steel, Glass

Project Team - Gong Jian, Liu Meng

PROJECT INFO INTRODUCTION

Tea-talks house is located between 250-

300m above the sea level, south-west to the

state 5A scenic resort, Qingyuan mountain,

which is renowned as "an natural oxygen

bar" with its forests and fountains. This

project is renovated from an old tea factory

founded in 80s last century. Atelier RIGHT

HUB is the contracted party to be

responsible for the entire design scheme,

including overall planning, architecture,

exterior and interior design.
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Image.34. Tea Talks House (Archdaily) 
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TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

Rolling room

Indoor setting and stirring

Factory entrance

Engine room

Shifting room

Panning room

Drier room

Repanning room

Roasting area

Tea house

66
Image.35. Tea Talks House (Archdaily) 

Legend
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Image.36. Tea Talks House (Archdaily) 
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Image.37. Tea Talks House (Archdaily) 
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Image.38  Tea Talks House (Archdaily) 

Image.39. Tea Talks House (Archdaily) 

Image.40. Tea Talks House (Archdaily) 
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Comparative Analysis 

3.1
TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

S.NO Attributes Milwaukee Art 

Museum

Imperial War 

Museum

Tea Museum, 

Shizuoka

Ilocos

Agriculture Hub

Tea-talks 

House

Inference

1 Site Area 7.8 Acres 2.3 Acres 7 Acres 8 Acres 2.2 Acres

2 Entry Unique Entry Is 

Given To The 

Museum By The 

Bridge For 

Pedestrian Visitors

And Vehicular 

Entry Is Different.

Pedestrian

And 

Vehicular 

Entry Are 

different.

Pedestrian

And 

Vehicular 

Entry Are 

Same.

Pedestrian And 

Vehicular 

Entry Are 

Same.

Pedestrian 

And 

Vehicular 

Entry Are 

Same.

Pedestrian And 

Vehicular Entry 

Should Be 

Different

3 Access Entry Is From The 

Service Road.

All Entries 

Are From 

Main Road.

All Entries 

Are From 

Main Road.

All Entries Are 

From Service

Road.

Entry Is From 

The Service 

Road.

Access Should 

Be Convenient 

According To 

The Site.

4 Zoning Zoning Of The

Spaces Are 

Worked On 

Different Floor 

Level.

Zoning Of 

The Spaces 

Are Worked 

On Different 

Floor Level.

All The 

Activities 

Happen

Under Same 

Roof.

All The 

Activities Have 

Separate 

Structure, 

Separate Roof.

All The 

Activities 

Have 

Separate 

Structure, 

Separate 

Roof.

Factory,

Museum And 

Tea Garden All 

Three Should 

Have Sorted 

Zoning.

5 Circulation As The Spaces Are 

Confined There's 

Very Congested 

Area For 

Circulation.

The 

Circulation 

Pattern In 

This Museum 

Is Very Open 

As The There 

Is No 

Particular 

Pattern Of 

Display. 

Defined 

Movement 

With Well 

Represented 

Signages.

Well Planned

No Disturbance 

In Circulation

Buildings Are 

Not Properly 

Oriented So 

Circulation Is 

Difficult

Without 

Signages.

Circulation 

Within The 

Building Should 

Be Well Guided 

With Signages

And They 

Should Be Easily 

Accessible By 

Everyone.

6 Open space No Open Space No Open 

Space

Courtyard Is 

Provided

All The 

Structures Are 

Semi-open And 

A Courtyard Is

Provided

A Courtyard

Is Given 

Surrounded 

By Separate 

Structures.

Creating Internal 

Atriums, 

Courtyards 

Which Can 

Create An 

Interesting Space 

Inside The 

Museum

7 Orientation The Main Entry Is 

From The West.

The Entry Of 

The Museum 

Is From The 

North.

Main Entry Is

From The 

North.

Main Entry Is 

From The 

South-west.

The Main 

Entrance Is 

From The 

East.

Should Be 

Oriented Either 

Along 

Movement Axis, 

visual Axis Or 

Focus
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S.NO Attributes Milwaukee Art 

Museum

Imperial War 

Museum

Tea Museum, 

Shizuoka

Ilocos

Agriculture Hub

Tea-talks 

House

Inference

8 Planning Planning Is Done 

According To The 

Lake Beside.

Planned To 

"Create A 

Building ..

Which 

Emotionally 

Moved The 

Soul Of The 

Visitor 

Toward A 

Sometimes 

Unexpected 

Realization".

Planned As 

Representatio

n Of 

Shizuoka.

Innovative 

Architectural 

Solution For 

Agriculture.

Renovation 

Of An Old 

Tea Factory.

Planning Should 

Be Flexible 

Which Implies 

Optimum Use Of 

Space And More 

Of Natural Light 

And Ventilation.

9 Character This Iconic 

Building, Often 

Referred To As 

"The Calatrava“.

Explores The 

Impact Of 

Modern 

Conflicts On 

People And 

Society

Tea Museum Similar To 

Community 

Farming Hub

Character Of 

A Tea 

Factory.

A Symbolic 

Character Can 

Help Tertiary 

Users To 

Understand The 

Motive Of The 

Built Form

10 Activity The Museum, 

Pavilion And Café 

Are The Most 

Active Part.

Teaching 

Space, 

Conference 

Room , 

Display Area 

And Cafeteria 

Are The Most 

Active Spaces

The Central 

Space Is The 

Most Active 

Space Inside.

The Central 

Courtyard Is 

The Most 

Active Space 

Inside.

The Tea 

House Is The 

Most Active 

Space.

None Of The 

Space Should Be 

Dull Or Less 

Convenient To 

The Visitor.

11 Transitional 

spaces

The Huge 

Enclosed Space 

Requires A Map 

To Navigate 

Through The 

Structure.

The Huge 

Enclosed 

Space 

Requires A 

Map To 

Navigate 

Through The 

Structure.

Internal 

Transitional 

Spaces Are 

Well 

Designed 

Keeping 

People Of 

Different 

Categories In 

Mind.

All The  

Transitional 

Spaces Are 

Well Designed 

Keeping People 

Of Different 

Categories In 

Mind.

No Defined 

Linkages 

Between The 

Structures.

Evolve Form 

W.R.T, Function 

Effective 

Transition From 

Outside To 

Inside.

12 materials R.C.C. And Steel Aluminum 

Was Used As 

The Principal 

Facade 

Material. And 

It Was Used 

In 3 Different 

Ways.

R.C.C. Local 

Materials.

R.C.C. Modern 

Contemporary 

Materials With 

Locally 

Available 

Materials And 

Method Of 

Construction

13 landscape Lake Beside The 

Structure Gives A 

Pleasing View To 

The Visitors.

Lake Beside 

The Structure 

Gives A 

Pleasing 

View To The 

Visitors.

Beautiful Tea 

Garden And 

Planned 

Landscape 

Courtyard

A Very Well 

Planned 

Landscape 

Sorted 

Landscaping 

On Contours. 

With 

Beautifully 

Grown Tea 

Bushes.

Designing Idea 

For Museum Set 

In A Tea 

Plantation To 

Minimize The 

Impact Of Its 

Footprint On The 

Landscape.

TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

73

Table 2 

IR@AIKTC-KRRC

ir.aiktclibrary.org



74

IR@AIKTC-KRRC

ir.aiktclibrary.org



04
THE SITE
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Site Location 

4.1
TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

Dibrugarh, Town In Assam
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Map 3 and 4 (Google earth) 
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DIBRUGARH, TOWN IN ASSAM

a) Dibrugarh is an industrial city surrounded by sprawling tea estates in

Assam, northeast India.

b) It sits on the Brahmaputra River.

c) And is home to the Radha Krishna Mandir, a Hindu temple

constructed of marble.

d) Hitendranath Barua Science and Culture Park features life-size

animal sculptures and an open-air stage.

e) Northeast of the city, Dibru Saikhowa National Park is an island

reserve that attracts many migratory birds.

Area: 12.65 km²

Elevation: 108 m

Weather: 25 °C, Wind E at 3 km/h, 72% Humidity

Population: 1.54 lakhs (2011)

Dibrugarh is known as the 'Tea City of India' because it is the

gateway to the three tea producing areas of India.

Site description 

4.2
TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

The proposed site for the museum is located on the land in Dibrugarh,

a town in Assam.
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DP Plan Of Dibrugarh 

4.3
TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM

LEGEND
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Map 5. (affordable.housins) 
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site
212 m

151 m

Tea farming

Location:      Dibrugarh , Assam.

Site area:      31473 Sqm

Climate :      Tropical Monsoon 

Population:  154019

Site Analysis 

4.4
TEA MUSEUM IN ASSAM
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